
Page 4  Thursday, September 14, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Fred K. Lecomte
MARKETING  DIRECTOR

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
OPERATIONS & LEGALS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

The Westfield Leader

Member of:
 New Jersey Press Association

National Newspaper Association
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Westfield, New Jersey

The Official Newspaper of the Town of Westfield
Legal Newspaper for Union County, New Jersey

Official Newspaper of the Borough of Fanwood
and the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Karen M. Hinds
OFFICE MANAGER

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $28 • Two-year – $52 • Three-year – $76 • One-year college (September to May) – $20
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

Scotch Plains – Fanwood

Member of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association
Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Michael Pollack
EDUCATION & ARTS

Victoria McCabe
TECHNOLOGY

TIMES
The

— Established 1959—

Remembering EPA Statements that
Air at Trade Center was OK

Linda Stender Supporter Chides
Mike Ferguson Campaign Mailings

I returned from vacation recently to
find five fancy mailings from Mike
Ferguson in my mailbox. Four of these
mailings attacked his opponent in this
November’s election, Linda Stender, for
being a “Big Spender.” The fifth mailing
touted his securing of funding for up-
grades to Route 22.

What a joke. Mike Ferguson is a first-
class hypocrite for asserting that Linda
Stender is fiscally irresponsible. Mike
Ferguson has supported and rubber-
stamped the economic policies of Presi-
dent Bush [G. W.]that have brought our
country from record surpluses to record
deficits. In doing this, Mike Ferguson and
President Bush have returned the United
States to the status of a debtor nation, with
most of this debt being held by foreign
banks and governments.

Borrow and spend, that’s the kind of
reckless economic stewardship we’ve had
under Mike Ferguson.

Mike Ferguson’s mailing about Route
22 is also laughable. After three terms in
Washington D.C., Mike Ferguson wants

his constituents to re-elect him because
he’s fixing potholes on Route 22? Give
me a break.

Congressman, given that there are over
2,600 dead American troops in Iraq (and
that country teetering on civil war), given
that gas prices are hovering near $3 per
gallon and given that our economy is
slowing and wages are stagnant, don’t
you think there are more important issues
to focus on other than fixing roads? How
about sending out a mailing discussing
your voting record on issues like embry-
onic stem cell research and raising the
minimum wage (both of which you op-
pose)?

You won’t talk about these issues be-
cause your votes place you squarely out-
side the mainstream of District 7 voters.
Almost 70 percent of Americans believe
that our country is “on the wrong track.”

I’m voting to change that track by
supporting Linda Stender in November.

Chris Sdao
Westfield

News reports in the New York City area
have been focusing on the federal
government’s, and EPA director Christine
Whitman’s in particular, handling of pub-
lic health issues following the destruction
of the World Trade Center in 2001.

I remember being flabbergasted to see
Ms. Whitman on TV, immediately after
the events of 9-11, insisting the air at the
World Trade Center site (and by exten-
sion in the environs) was A-OK. Simple
common sense would suggest otherwise.

I remember as well placing several
telephone calls to the appropriate DEP
and EPA agencies in the days after 9-11-
01 and was assured each time that particu-
lates in air samples collected were no
different, qualitatively and quantitatively,
after 9-11 as before — reports which I

construed as lies.
Towards noon on September 12, 2005,

our town of Westfield, some 20 miles
from Manhattan as the crow flies, was
enveloped in a stinking miasma.

I was forced to take down the clothes I
had put outside to dry and place them back
in my washing machine to wash later.
Outdoor sports activities were cancelled
that day by the public school system.

It’s high time, isn’t it, that the EPA and
Ms. Whitman be closely interrogated so
Americans may learn why this lapse in
protecting the public health occurred —
an important question the 9-11 Commis-
sion did not, alas, address.

Ferdinand Gajewski
Westfield

Intern Report: Finding Out Information
That People Actually Needed To Know

Dems Should Switch to Bradley by Sept. 20
Or Stick With Menendez to Finish Line

The calendar says September, so is it time
again for Democrats to do another ‘switcharoo’
with candidates on the November ballot? Will
they pull the life support on the U.S. Senate
campaign of Robert Menendez?

A federal criminal investigation has been
launched into potential wrongdoing of Mr.
Menendez’s collection of $300,000 over nine
years in rent from the North Hudson Commu-
nity Action Corp. As a congressman, Mr.
Menendez helped the non-profit group garner
federal grant dollars.

The legal deadline to replace a candidate on
the ballot is Wednesday, September 20, two
days later than the pullout deadline for candi-
dates. However, that can be changed, as demon-
strated in 2002 when Democrats successfully
pulled off a ‘bait and switch’ when the state
supreme court permitted the replacement of
Robert Torricelli with Frank Lautenberg in the
U.S. Senate race. This followed a scandal and
investigation in 1996 of former Sen. Torricelli.

Another ‘bait and switch’ happened in 2003
when state Senator Joe Suliga, now deceased,
was replaced with Nicholas Scutari after the
deadline following Mr. Suliga’s arrest for
drunken behavior towards a female guest and
assault at an Atlantic City casino.

If Democrats do make a change, they should
stick with the law and do so by September 20.
Hashing out candidate ‘bait and switches’ in the
courtroom should not become commonplace in
New Jersey. The legal date to switch candidates
was written to give county clerks sufficient time
to print and mail out thousands of election and
absentee ballots.

If Democrats decide to make a change, they
will want to select someone with statewide
appeal. They know this year they are running

against Tom Kean, Jr., a popular name among
voters in the state.

Number one on the Democrats’ replacement
list appears to be former governor and current
State Senate President Richard Codey. But he
said last year he did not want the job because the
commute to Washington, D.C. would be diffi-
cult for his family. Reps. Robert Andrews and
Rush Holt have been mentioned, but they are
seeking reelection and would have to be re-
placed on their election ballots.

One name not mentioned is Bill Bradley. Al-
though he has been out of politics for 10 years,
in our judgment, he would be the most difficult
candidate for Tom Kean, Jr. to beat since Mr.
Bradley has high name recognition and lacks the
ethical problems in his closet that past candi-
dates have had.

Although former Governor Jim Florio would
be available to run, many Democrats still resent
him for his 1991 tax increase, which lead to the
Democrats losing the majority in Trenton for a
decade. Former governor Jim McGreevey might
be interested if he could find the time to cam-
paign in between his tour dates promoting his
new book. But his name, of course, would be
dead on arrival.

We believe that Mr. Menendez should stay in
the race, for to do otherwise would further erode
public confidence in New Jersey’s election pro-
cess.

The Kean-Menendez race is not for the weak
at heart. If it weren’t for the fact that it’s down
and dirty and in our backyard, it would be
considered very entertaining. Do these things
happen in other states?

We believe there are many more revelations
likely to come. It will only get more interesting
as Election Day November 7 grows closer.

When I began my internship at The
Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this summer, I didn’t
know what to expect. The other interns in
my grade had all worked there the sum-
mer before and on their college newspa-
pers, neither of which I had done.

I thought that I would be mostly
copyediting and running errands. After
the first day, I was surprised to find that I
already had a story assignment, and it was
important. I covered a picnic in Scotch
Plains with residents who were concerned
about the future of Brookside Park. I
spoke with local politicians and families.

Soon, I was also covering events like a
town hall meeting and a WWII veteran
medal ceremony. I realized that I had a lot
more responsibility than I had imagined –
it was my job to find out information that
people actually needed to know.

One of my favorite assignments was a
photo assignment where another intern
and I covered a flag ceremony at
Tamaques, where we had both gone for
elementary school. It was amazing seeing
all of our old teachers and classrooms and
see how much everything had changed. If
not for the assignment, I probably
wouldn’t have gone back, and it was such
a great experience.

The internship also introduced me to a lot

of different people both from my high school
and others. The friends I made are people I
would never have met if not for The Leader,
and it really was entertaining to see how the
interns and their relationships with each
other evolved throughout the summer.

The most rewarding part of the intern-
ship program was when I received a letter
from the wife of the WWII veteran whose
medal ceremony I had covered. She sent a
letter to The Leader offices complimenting
my writing and saying how much she
appreciated us coming to see the ceremony.
It really meant a lot to me that this woman
had taken the time to write the letter.

The internship program taught me a lot
about responsibility and teamwork. I was
also given a front-row seat at watching
how towns function, which I found inter-
esting. There is a large amount of coop-
eration and effort that goes into running a
town, as well as running a newspaper.

The Westfield Leader internship was a
great opportunity because it not only en-
abled me to learn more about newspa-
pers, but about towns as well. I was also
able to meet a lot of interesting people.

I wish all my fellow interns and new
friends a great school year.

Christina Hamway
Westfield

Westfield Needs to Control Events
That Attract too Many People

The Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) is advertising a free Downtown
Movie Night on Friday, October 6 to be
held at the Elm Street field. They encour-
age moviegoers to bring chairs or blan-
kets. Water and popcorn will be sold.

We don’t understand the purpose of
this. Don’t we have a movie theater al-
ready? Why would the DWC compete
with existing businesses? Are we inviting
people from all over onto our soccer field?
That should do wonders for its condition.

The Board of Education had been re-
viewing the Y’s men selling Christmas
Trees on the field due to potential dam-
age. Chairs, hordes of people and trash
seem damaging also. And doesn’t this
make more work for our stretched public
works personnel, at an overtime rate?

Where are the moviegoers going to
park? Are children going to be dropped
off unsupervised and then disburse two
hours later, disrupting neighborhoods?
Young children live nearby who prob-
ably go to sleep prior to 8 p.m. Is this fair?

What benefit is this to businesses at 8
p.m. on a Friday night? What does it have
to do with the business district at all?
Vandalism takes place in downtown and
nearby Mindowaskin Park. It needs to be
halted, not given an additional time slot.

It could be time to remove the school
properties from the Special Improvement
District on the master plan. Was it there in
the first place for the previously planned,
now defunct, Cultural Arts Center? I worry
that the Elm Street supermarket will go
after the property for their upcoming reno-
vations. The town should preserve this
open space and the building.

Why can’t our downtown be what it is
— a place to shop when the stores are open.
Yes,restaurants are open most evenings
but there are other businesses downtown.
Smaller scale happenings are appropriate.
Why have circus-like events in a con-
tained area with limited parking?

Tamaques Park, Memorial Pool or the
South Avenue train station parking lot
seems better suited for large-scale events.

Time has come to limit the amount of
vendors at the spring and fall festivals and
the number of runners in the 5K races. We
don’t want counterfeit handbags and tables
of socks. We have a major department store
and several shops. We need to enhance our
businesses, not compete with them.

Having volunteered in our downtown
since Mainstreet in 1993, I notice that
when out-of-town people come for such
events, there aren’t many shops open. For
the 5K, they come, run and leave. Mostly,
the vendors are from outside of Westfield.
How is that good for Westfield busi-
nesses? Large-scale events take away from
what our long-standing businesses have
built and the newer businesses hope for.

We like to walk downtown to dine on
Jazz nights. It is disturbing to not be able
to get past the way too many tables all
over the sidewalks. Eileen Fisher isn’t
even a restaurant, yet there are tables in
their vestibule, in front of their window

and blocking the upstairs door. We like
the idea of tables outside, but not to the
extent of interfering with safe passage on
public sidewalks. Recently, the sidewalk
in front of the Baptist Church had 30 feet
of sidewalk blocked by folding chairs.
We had to walk in the busy street with
cars parked on both sides. It is not safe.

Unless we close streets, we need to
control the size of events better than we
do now. Having people come to Westfield
is great. Too many at one time is becom-
ing a burden. The downtown loses its
charm and usefulness if residents have to
fight through crowds just to do something
simple like get a pizza or a gallon of milk.
We spend money on a regular basis while
others are just passing through.

Let’s keep the “small town charm.”
This town voted to not build a parking
deck, not wanting the additional traffic.
We shouldn’t lose sight of this clear mes-
sage from the taxpayers. The downtown
needs to be kept healthy but not at the
expense of safety and quality of life.

Robert and Deborah Burslem
Westfield

In Westfield, Who
Owns the Trees?

One of the remarkable conundrums of
the real estate boom is that large sites with
mature trees are worth more divided when
sold, rather than maintained in their cur-
rent configurations. And one of the hid-
den victims of the more than 50 homes
that have been demolished this year in
Westfield are the large number of mature
trees that are lost as the sites are prepared.

Under existing Planning Board rules,
once a developer files a building permit,
all Architectural Review, Historic Pres-
ervation and Tree Preservation ordinances
become effective. That means that a site
plan would be reviewed, including each
tree slated for removal. While most re-
viewed trees wind up being removed be-
cause of their condition or location in the
proposed building envelope, a good num-
ber of significant trees have been saved as
builders change their proposal to accom-
modate a Tree Commission or Architec-
tural review request often enhancing the
value and aesthetics of the property.

But under existing town regulations, a
property owner may remove any and all
trees without undergoing any regulatory
oversight, even if the property is to be
sold for subsequent development.

I know of several recent cases where
developers have stockpiled homes for
future development and have removed
significant numbers of trees on the prop-
erties. This is perfectly acceptable under
the current rules of the town.

And in the name of full disclosure, I
have personally removed three large trees
on the property I purchased three years
ago. I have no doubt that if I were required
to file a tree removal permit, which a town
inspector would have readily agreed to
the removal, as the trees were damaging
my roof and basement walls.

The question we need to face as a town
is if our town trees are a resource that
should be managed and protected or not.

While no one wants to create a new
town bureaucracy, would it be so onerous
to pay $25 for a tree removal permit and
have an inspector review the site if you
were going to remove more than 3 trees?

I know this is a visceral issue among
members of the community but why does
it seem that the developers always appear
to be three steps ahead of town govern-
ment? It’s time to ask the question and
have the debate: Who owns the trees?

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Freeholders Should Ensure Future
Sheriff Auctions are Conducted Justly

At last week’s Union County freeholder meet-
ing, the board went into executive session to
discuss contract negotiations with the sheriff’s
union, Policemen’s Benevolent Association
Local 108. As you may recall, sheriff officer
Christopher Coon, the stepson of Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, was involved in being awarded more
than $100,000 worth of confiscated automo-
biles for a bid of $300. The contentious matter is
now in court and the subject of impending state
legislation to prevent such occurrences in the
future. A Hillside auto dealership has called the
auction a “sham” and has a court hearing in
Elizabeth on September 22 to make its case.

We do not blame all sheriff officers for the
chilling August 15 auction. It shouldn’t be used
to tarnish the reputation of those who conduct
themselves professionally in the courtrooms
and in their other functions.

Now is a good time to arrive at a fair contract
settlement for the sheriff officers – and most
importantly, the perfect time to close the auction
loophole and restore public confidence over the
auction scandal.

We urge management (freeholders and the
sheriff) and the union to include ethics and legal
code into the contract to ensure that these private
seizures and auctions never happen again in
Union County. Assemblyman Eric Munoz has
already drafted and published the language for
such an agreement. This action with the Union
County Sheriff’s contract would set the stage for
solving the problem throughout New Jersey. We
urge the freeholders to seize the moment with
this forward-thinking, just and bold action.

As representatives of the people, the freehold-
ers must ensure that these auctions are not only
legal but also that they uphold the highest ethical
standards. Auctions are not conducted to make
county employees wealthy. Future auctions need
to be open to everyone by advertising them in
legal newspapers. Sheriff’s officers are to con-
duct the auctions, not profit from them.

We look forward to hearing that Union County
has acted on this matter and that they become a
moral compass in the state.

After all, if the legislature won’t enact just
laws, let’s solve it at the paycheck level.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cicerone – A guide or person who

shows sight-seers the features of a place
2. Daleth – The fourth letter of the

Hebrew alphabet
3. Ischemia – A suppression of the flow

of blood in an organ or tissue
4. Shent – Put to shame

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MICROPTEROUS
1. Having razorlike teeth
2. Short-winged or short-finned
3. Short-haired
4. Having short or small jaws

DAGOBA
1. Buddhist monumental structure con-
taining the relics of Buddha
2. A dugout canoe
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. The head of a household in India

SUPERALIMENTATION
1. The ability to redigest food, as with
cows
2. Very high metabolism
3. Overactive bladder
4. Excess eating

ATHEROMA
1. Wetland; bogs
2. An encysted tumor, containing cheesy
matter
3. In botany, a sickle-shaped cyme
4. Discharge of mucous from any bodily
opening

The Governor, and NJ Residents too,
Should Pursue the Positive

As always, I enjoy your newspaper and
the timely topics covered in depth. After
this week’s memorials and reminders, I
am convinced that our Governor and we
as residents need to find and foment at
least four significant positive events to
truly turn our state in the right direction.

There is a popular malaise deep in the
fiber of our state residents and business
community due to several major negative
events in the last five years — 9/11, the
McGreevey scandal, continuous corrup-
tion arrests, no action on tax reform com-
bined with triple dipping politicians, in-
creasing illegal immigrant demands (and
activism) on tax-supported services, and
more. People are tired, feel powerless,
and wish they either had more money so
as not to have to care, or that they could
afford to move and live elsewhere earn-
ing the same incomes. This situation qui-

etly breeds a “why should I care” attitude
in our residents that can translate nega-
tively to their work efforts and work eth-
ics, harming business productivity and
adherence to law and rules.

I believe the Governor needs to work
with media outlets to scan for positive
events that are connected to the problem
areas above. I think that the Governor’s
number one job is not tax reform but to
retain the population and business com-
munity that we have by showing up and
championing events that can have a major
psychological impact on the people of
this state. I’m not talking about balloon
festivals or baby beauty contests.

Examples: He should attend every
Rutgers home football game for the rest
of the season, and if he really wants to be
proactive, attend an away game with the
team in a state that draws people, busi-
nesses and college students away from
New Jersey. Why not get involved with
the couple from Pa. that just donated $5
million to The College of New Jersey,
which recently experienced a tragic stu-
dent death? Why not show up at a corrup-
tion trial unannounced to send a message
that he truly values justice being served?

I believe that by cultivating healthy
and high access relationships with all
media outlets, he can highlight and get
involved with specific news items that
have a positive offset on the negative
issues above. We must get the global
business community and the general popu-
lation of the tri-state area truly informed
and enthusiastic about positive core chang-
ing events in New Jersey.

I encourage others to become engaged
in the issues and forward your ideas to
media outlets as this work can provide a
healthy outlet for their deep concerns and
continuing frustration. We must all help
in restoring a positive direction for a state
that deserves much more respect and busi-
ness investment than it currently receives.

Chuck Dashiell III
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

The Real Problem Is
In the White House

I read with interest Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr.’s item. While I agree that Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld should go, I
think the real problem is one step higher
in the White House. How can Sec.
Rumsfeld still have the confidence of the
President after all the failures at defense?
Should we be looking farther than the
Pentagon? I think that is obvious.

Jan van Cort
Westfield


