
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 14, 2006 Page 3

PREMIUM MONEY
MARKET PLUS

with a minimum deposit of $15,000 
and a Smart Plus Package.*

There are a lot of ways to look at our 4.80%
grand opening offer. But whatever your point
of view, HSBC can take you there.

APY
%4.80

Tuition Vacation

SUMMIT
47 Maple Street

Jeff Dzoba
(908) 598-1012 

WESTFIELD
1 Elm Street

Michael Niemiec
(908) 518-1581

To obtain more information, 
speak to your local Branch Manager.

Grand Opening
Introductory Offer

Open a Smart Plus Package with a qualifying deposit and get a
FREE Companion Airline Ticket Certificate good anywhere
in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189.**

VacationTuition

*A Smart Plus Package is required. You must deposit $15,000 or more in new money to open the Premium Money Market Plus account. New money means funds not previously held by any member of the HSBC Group. This
is a special offer applicable to Premium Money Market Plus accounts opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) and
balances offered through January 24, 2007 on such accounts are: 0.70% APY on balances less than $15,000 and 4.80% on balances $15,000 or more. After January 24, 2007 the variable APY for that date will apply. For
example, using the Premium Money Market Plus APY from July 24, 2006 for balances above $15,000 an account opened on July 24, 2006 will yield 4.80% for 185 days until January 24, 2007 and will yield 2.75% after that
date. So, the blended APY for the first year after account opening is 3.79%. The blended APY for funds that are on deposit for fewer than 185 days will be lower as it may vary depending on the number of days the promotional
rate is earned. The non-promotional APY is variable and may change during the Sale Period. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. 

**Free Companion Airline Ticket Certificate (“Certificate”) offer requires a Smart Plus Package which includes an Interest Checking Plus account. The 0.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on Interest Checking Plus is accurate
as of July 24, 2006 on balances of $5.00 or more. APY is variable and subject to change after opening. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. The account must remain opened for a minimum of six months to qualify for
the Certificate. Nominal value of the Certificate ($45.00) will be reported on IRS Form 1099. Limit one Certificate per customer. The Certificate will be issued at the time of Smart Plus Package opening. Certificate issued by
Spirit Incentives, a registered seller of travel in Florida (#17213). HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is not responsible for the fulfillment of the Certificate. Good anywhere in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189. Additional restrictions do apply. Offer valid on Smart Plus Packages opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. See Terms of Participation
at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches for full details.

Issued by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. ©2006 HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Member FDIC. 

Visit our two NEW locations

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

By DEM Candidates for Scotch Plains Council

SP Dems Start Door-Door Campaign
Neal LeStrange, Kevin Glover and

Jeff Strauss, Democratic candidates
for Scotch Plains Township Council,
joined Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, Democratic candidate for the
United States Congress, for the start
of their door-to-door campaign La-
bor Day weekend.  The three candi-
dates joined up with Ms. Stender at
her campaign headquarters on Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“It was a great experience joining
forces with Linda Stender,” Mr.
LeStrange said. “She has served the
residents of Scotch Plains as free-
holder and assemblywoman. I was
pleased to be with her as she seeks to
serve our community in an even more
significant role, representing our in-
terests in Washington. The need to
challenge the Republican leadership
here in Scotch Plains is similar to the
need to challenge the Republican lead-
ership in Washington.”

Mr. Glover reported that the num-
ber one issue on the voters’ minds is
taxes. “Our all Republican township
council can try to point the finger
elsewhere as much as they want, but
we only need to look close to home to
see a significant cause of our high
property taxes,” Mr. Glover said.

“Just down the street from Linda
Stender’s campaign headquarters sits
the Scotch Plains municipal building,
which will undergo a $3 million dollar
renovation after being poorly main-
tained for years. This isn’t the only
township building suffering the results
of neglect. Our current local governing
body has not been a good caretaker.”

Mr. Strauss also said he found that
the tax problem resonated mostly
loudly at the homes he visited. “A
number of people brought up The
Star Ledger article of a few weeks
back about the property tax pain in-
dex in which Scotch Plains did not

fair well when compared with the
other towns in Union County.”

Mr. Strauss said, “You can’t sit
back and wait for others to solve a
problem. The people of Scotch Plains
deserve a government that will man-
age its assets wisely and not spend
money frivolously on half-million
dollar mini-golf, increased repair
costs to neglected buildings or costly
litigation with employees that could
be avoided with better management.”

SEEKING COUNCIL AND CONGRESS...Democrat candidates for Scotch Plains
Council teamed up with Asw. Linda Stender, candidate for Congress, going door-
to-door last week introducing their platform. Pictured, left to right, are: Neal
LeStrange, Ms. Stender, Kevin Glover and Jeff Strauss.

Menendez Calls To
Prohibit Dollars For PR

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senator
Robert Menendez introduced an
amendment to limit funds for future
public relations campaign commis-
sioned by the Pentagon to monitor
U.S. and Middle Eastern media.

Saying that the Bush administra-
tion wanted to allocate $20 million to
improve the image of the Iraqi war,
Mr. Menendez said he is urging his
colleagues to focus on changing the
policy in Iraq, “not the propaganda.”

 “This proposal is not just irrespon-
sible; it is an insult to the thousands of
Iraqi citizens and coalition forces that
have died in this war,” said Sen.
Menendez. “At a time when the vio-
lent insurgency continues to expand
and American troops are putting their
lives on the line day in and day out,
what is the administration’s focus, a
better public relations campaign? The
Bush administration doesn’t need a
new PR campaign in Iraq, they need
a new policy in Iraq. We must change
the course in Iraq; not waste time or
pay for public relations’ efforts; we
must work to reduce the insurgency,
not suppress news reports of its exist-
ence; we must strive to improve the
situation on the ground in Iraq, not
focus on changing the spin.”

White House Pastry Chef to
Speak at Women’s Luncheon

SUMMIT — The Union County
Republican Women (UCRW) will
hold their fall lunch meeting on Sun-
day, September 24, 12:30 p.m. at
Canoe Brook County Club in Sum-
mit. Roland Mesnier, the White House
pastry chef for 25 years, will be the
featured guest speaker.

Chef Mesnier is the recipient of
numerous awards, including a Doc-
torate of Culinary Arts from Johnson
and Wales University. He was hired
by First Lady Rosalyn Carter to the
position of head pastry chef at the
White House and served five admin-
istrations before retiring in July of
2004. National Geographic Video
features him in the film “Inside the
White House.”

The UCRW will honor former Sum-
mit Councilwoman P. Kelly Hatfield
at the luncheon for her leadership and

outstanding, continuing service to the
Republican Party. Ms. Hatfield was a
member of the Summit Common
Council for nine years where she
served as the chairman of the finance
committee and chaired Summit’s Task
Force on Union County Taxes and
Services. She received her bachelor
of science degree from Fairfield Uni-
versity and an master of science de-
gree and doctorate from New York
University.

The luncheon is open to all re-
gardless of political affiliation. Tick-
ets are $40 per person, and signed
books by Chef Roland Mesnier will
be available for $30. Reservations
are requested. For more informa-
tion and to reserve tickets, contact
Elyse Bochicchio Medved at (732)
574-8830 or e-mail at
lexelyse@cs.com.

U.S. Senate Candidates: Point and Counterpoint

Menendez on Security; Kean Responds
Senators Robert Menendez (D-NJ),

Charles Schumer (D-NY) and Hillary
Rodham Clinton (D-NY) last week
proposed legislation entitled the “Real
Security Act of 2006.”

According to a press release from
the senators, “The Real Security Act
of 2006 marks a major change from
status quo Bush Republican policies
that have left America less safe than it
must be. Unveiled against the back-
drop of a new White House media
offensive, the legislation spells out
the tough and smart path to make
America more secure and to deal more
effectively with threats that confront
America at home and abroad.”

The release said the legislation
would change the course in Iraq by
beginning the redeployment of U.S.
troops out of Iraq this year to face the
terrorist threats around the world,
provide better tools to bring terrorists
to justice by revising the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act, imple-
ment all of the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations, refocus on the War
on Terror by working with U.S. allies,
rein in the spread of nuclear material,
improve communications with the
Islamic world, protect U.S. transpor-
tation systems and equip the intelli-
gence community to fight against ter-
rorists.

The release further stated, “For the
first time in 28 years, the Republican
Congress failed last year to pass an
Intelligence Authorization act. Demo-
crats know that it takes the most ef-
fective intelligence gathering and
strong Congressional oversight to
protect Americans from terrorism.”

Prior to the press conference by the
Democrats, Republican Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield, Mr. Menendez’ op-
ponent in the U.S. Senate race, said,
“Living in the post 9-11 world, there
is nothing more important then being
proactive in providing the highest
level of safety and security for the
residents of our country. This includes,
but is not limited to, securing our
borders, protecting our infrastructure
and developing a strong working re-
lationship amongst local, state and
federal law enforcement officials.

“Unfortunately, Bob Menendez’
record doesn’t reflect this same atti-
tude. Bob Menendez voted against
$6 billion in Homeland Security fund-
ing, voted against tightening driver’s
license and identity card standards,
voted against the Patriot Act in 2005

after voting for it in 2001, and repeat-
edly voted against securing our bor-
ders,” Sen. Kean said.

“The most glaring example of his
ineptness is the fact that Bob Menendez
introduced absolutely zero port secu-
rity legislation during the four years
he served in the House after 9/11,
despite the fact that one of the nation’s
largest ports is in the backyard of his
former congressional district,” Mr.
Kean said. “Bob Menendez can try to
pull the wool over the eyes of New
Jerseyans, but the bottom line is, Bob
Menendez has no credibility on this
issue. Actions speak louder than words
and this latest campaign ploy doesn’t
make up for his extensive record of
ineffectiveness.”

Re: Menendez Under
Investigation by Fed Prosecutor
Senator Tom Kean, Jr. said last

Friday, “After years of embarrass-
ment, it should be perfectly clear to
New Jerseyans that we must have
leaders with the highest ethical integ-
rity. Today’s developments illustrate
the need to clean up the corruption
and scandal that has plagued Wash-
ington D.C. and our state, so we can
finally restore the public’s faith in
government.”

Mr. Kean’s statement was in refer-
ence to news that his opponent, Sena-
tor Robert Menendez, has been placed
under criminal investigation over a
rental deal with a non-profit agency
in Union City.

State Dems responded that the timing
of the investigation is “troublesome.”

Re: Tom Kean Disagreeing
With President’s Positions

Tom Kean, Jr. told The Star-Ledger
that President Bush made “horren-
dous mistakes” in Iraq, is “dead wong”
on the environment and that the
administration’s response to Hurri-
cane Katrina was “a failure.” He told
the paper that the President has relied
“too heavily” on the advice of De-
fense Secretary Donald Runsfeld,
whom he has called on to resign.

Mr. Kean also criticised the no-
fault contracts given to Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney’s former company,
Halliburton, and its subsidiaries in
Iraq.

Robert  Menendez called Mr. Kean’s
comments “election-year posturing.”
“This is an individual who has no
compass. He can try to have a 60-days-
to-election conversation, but this is
not a change of heart.”

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's


