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By DEM Freeholder Candidate Alexander Mirabella

Don’t Feed the Geese

Les Marmitons Sets
Fall Dinner Events

MOUNTAINSIDE — Les
Marmitons will hold its fall dinner
events on Monday nights at Restau-
rant 89 in Mountainside. Chef Rich-
ard Grignon at Restaurant 89 is the
event chef for the first event of the
season on September 27 at 7:30 p.m.
The restaurant is closed to the public
on Mondays and the events are open
to Les Marmitons members and guests
only.

Les Marmitons of New Jersey is an
international gastronomic and social
club of gentlemen who share a com-
mon interest in fine food, wine and
the culinary arts.

For more information on the orga-
nization, please see
www.lesmarmitons.org/newjersey/
njersey.html or e-mail chapter presi-
dent Bob Rial of Cranford at
les_marmitons_cranford@yahoo.com.

Canada geese are in the news again.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
recently issued a new rule that makes
it easier for public health officials,
airport managers, farmers and other
landowners to kill Canada geese with-
out permits.

The ruling is upsetting to those
who believe there has to be a better
way to deal with the overabundant
population of these birds. But those
who have tried various ways to con-
trol the geese population are applaud-
ing the ruling.

You’ve seen the geese in our Union
County parks. They gather in large
groups in picnic areas and grassy fields
near lakes and streams. They eat the
grass and the handouts they receive
from well-meaning people who enjoy
the parks. And they leave behind a
pound of waste per bird per day, foul-
ing the lawns and waterways.

Union County has tried a number
of ways to discourage the Canada
geese from taking up permanent resi-
dence here. Although we’ve had lim-
ited success, we’ll continue to try
other alternatives that residents have
proposed. But we need your help.

Whether you like the geese or not,
one thing is certain: According to a
Union County ordinance, the feeding
of geese, ducks, deer and all other wild-
life on Union County park property is
prohibited, except as part of a county-
sponsored education or wildlife man-
agement program. Signs to that effect
are posted in our parks where the geese
are known to congregate. But people
continue to feed the geese.

According to information I re-

ceived from a group called
GeesePeace, feeding the geese bread,
crackers, popcorn, and corn is un-
healthy for them and gives them “an-
gel wing,” a condition that makes the
geese unable to fly. Feeding geese
also makes them more aggressive.
Remember that when you give a
small child some bread for the geese
at Warinanco, Nomahegan or Echo
Lake Parks.

If the geese are unable to fly, then
they will stay in our parks and lakes,
where their increasing population and
high concentration of waste will be-
come a greater health hazard for hu-
mans and animals alike.

So, if you love the geese, don’t feed
them. You’ll be doing us all a favor.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Mirabella from
Fanwood is Union County Freeholder
and Board Chairman seeking reelec-
tion on November 7.

Westfield Native Is U.S.
Consul General In Munich

PLANS…Michael Hart, Governor of District 7510, spoke at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains  Rotary Club on September 6. Dr. Hart outlined his plans for his term and
spoke of the 87th Annual Conference to be held in Baltimore in April. Pictured,
left to right, are: Dr. Hart, F-SP president Denise Hughes and Andy Calamaras.

Mr. Eric Nelson

GERMANY — Westfield native
Eric G. Nelson arrived in Munich,
Germany, July 31 to assume his du-
ties as the 49th U.S. Consul General.

Mr. Nelson, the son of Eleanor
Nelson and Westfield
native Herbert
Nelson, graduated
from Westfield Se-
nior High in 1979.

Mr. Nelson joined
the Foreign Service in
1990. He most re-
cently served in Wash-
ington in the Office of
Global Support Ser-
vices and Innovation
and as a special assis-
tant to the assistant
secretary for admin-
istration, where he de-
veloped strategies for
improving the quality
and efficiency of the
State Department’s support of over-
seas posts.

Mr. Nelson has served overseas as
the management consul in Milan,
budget and finance attache’ in Mexico
City, and as a vice consul in Frankfurt
and Santo Domingo.

He began his career in public ser-
vice as a Peace Corps Volunteer teach-
ing math and science in Liberia, West

Africa from 1984-1985. Before join-
ing the State Department, he was a
finance and marketing consultant for
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment-funded projects in West Af-

rica and Latin
America.

After graduating
from Westfield High
School, Mr. Nelson
received a Bachelor
of Science in Chemi-
cal Engineering from
Rice University of
Houston, Tex., in
1983. He also studied
German in a Rutgers
University program at
the Universitaet
Konstanz in 1982. In
addition to German,
he speaks Italian and
Spanish. In 1988, Mr.
Nelson received a

Master of Business Administration
degree from the University of Texas
at Austin. He has received the De-
partment of State’s Superior Honor
Award twice and the Meritorious
Honor Award five times.

For more information about the
U.S. Consulate General in Munich,
please see http://
munich.usconsulate.gov.

Recycle Electronics and Tires
In Cranford on September 23

CRANFORD – Union County will
sponsor a free recycling event on Satur-
day, September 23 so residents only can
get rid of unwanted tires, computers and
other electronic equipment. The Victim/
Witness Advocacy Unit in the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office for redistri-
bution also will collect newer cellular
phones to victims of domestic violence.

The recycling event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the back parking
lot at the Union County College campus,
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford, across from Nomahegan Park.

Electronic equipment that will be ac-
cepted on September 23 includes com-

puter, televisions, VCR’s, fax machines,
telephones and circuit boards.

Refrigerators, washers and dryers, mi-
crowaves and air conditioners will not be
accepted. A list of the materials that will
be accepted is available at  www.ucnj.org/
oem. Recycling will be held rain or shine.
Proof of residency is required.

An alternate drop-off program for re-
cycling electronics equipment is avail-
able every Monday between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. at the Newtech Recycling Facility,
located at 111 Chimney Rock Road, Build-
ing 2, in Bridgewater.

For more information, please call (908)
654-9889.

Campaign Release
Cranford Committee
CRANFORD -- Cranford Downtown

Management Corporation Chairman
Johnathan Jaffe is seeking election to the
Cranford Township Committee. He is a
candidate from the Democratic Party.

The candidate wrote that his business
office downtown would be open to dis-
cuss the campaign with constituents from
1 to 4 p.m. every Friday through Novem-
ber 4. Those interested are asked to call
(908) 276-6500 to schedule an appoint-
ment.

Mr. Jaffe said, “To best serve a com-
munity, you really need to be a part of it.
I am in Cranford seven days a week,
which is not common for part-time elected
officials.”

He added that his Republican oppo-
nent is believed to work in New York.

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W
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SP Scientist Receives
Award for Research

AREA — The Research & Devel-
opment Council of New Jersey hon-
ored Yuhua Huang of Scotch Plains
and 27 other inventors for their re-
search achievements. It bestowed the
Thomas Alva Edison Patent Awards
to Schering-Plough of Kenilworth and
the inventors for their work on “Novel
Peptides as NS3-Serine Protease In-
hibitors of Hepatitis C Virus.”

Their work focused on a compound
that should make a substantial contri-
bution to the management of hepati-
tis C. It affects roughly 300 million
people.

The Research & Development
Council of New Jersey is a non-profit
organization dedicated to cultivating
an environment that supports the ad-
vancement of research and develop-
ment throughout New Jersey. The
council is comprised of senior repre-
sentatives from industry, academia
and government. More information
can be found at the website
www.rdnj.org.

For more information about Tho-
mas Alva Edison Patent Award win-
ners, contact Fred White at (973) 627-
5330, extension 23 or e-mail
white@rfcp.com.

County PD to Assist In
School Traffic Safety
COUNTY — As children return to

school this week, the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders have announced
that county police traffic teams will be
deployed to towns with local access out-
lets from Route 78 to aid local police
departments in making school travel as
safe as possible.

“The traffic enforcement program will
intensify police presence in the munici-
palities receiving increased traffic on lo-
cal roads due to a major construction
project on Route 78. Berkeley Heights,
Hillside, Springfield and Union are af-
fected by the construction that began more
than a month ago,” according to a press
release submitted by the county’s public
information office.

“It is important we take ever step to
ensure our kids can travel back and forth
to school safely,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella. “This extra police pres-
ence will remind drivers to be more care-
ful and obey the traffic laws.”

A seasonal surge of motorists after
Labor Day is expected on Route 78, which
has all its express lanes closed in the area
until December, and local roads acces-
sible from the interstate highway, accord-
ing to the press release.

The traffic safety program is designed
to ensure students’ safety, especially dur-
ing daily school openings and dismissals,
and will be in place for several weeks.

NJDOE on Enrollment:
No Proof of Citizenship

Westfield United Way
Has New Website

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Way (WUW) has announced
its new website at
www.westfieldunitedway.org. The
site is an Internet marketing strategy
for the organization to better commu-
nicate with a new generation of
Westfield area residents, supporters,
volunteers and member agencies.

The Westfield United Way website
features the latest news, events and
community activities, provides con-
venient and secure online credit card
donations, modernizes ongoing cam-
paign communications, and includes
a new, searchable version of the
W.O.R.D. directory of organizations
and agencies that provide support
services to residents of the Westfield
area.

For more information, call Linda
Maggio of the Westfield United Way
at (908) 233-2113 or e-mail
contact@westfieldunitedway.org.

TRENTON — Acting Commissioner
of Education Lucille Davy reminded all
superintendents and administrators last
week that New Jersey law and adminis-
trative code expressly prohibit school dis-
tricts from requiring parents or guardians
to submit children’s Social Security in-
formation in order to enroll them in school.
The notice is posted at www.state.nj.us/
njded/news/2006/0907ssn.htm.

In a memo distributed to all districts,
Mrs. Davy said that district and school
leaders must: directly remind staff mem-
bers whose work involved enrollment
issues that they cannot ask parents for
Social Security numbers when register-
ing children for school; review their web
sites to make sure there is no indication
that a Social Security number is requested
or required as part of enrolling a child,
and remove any such references that may
be found; review their enrollment and
registration forms to make sure there are
no spaces labeled to indicate that a Social
Security number should be provided, and
delete any such references if they are
found.

“All children who live in New Jersey
are entitled to a public education,” acting
Commissioner Davy said. “Parents must
present proof that they live in the district

in order for their children to attend school
there, but that proof could be a copy of
their lease or even a utility bill in their
names mailed to an address within the
district. But under state law and regula-
tions, the district cannot require Social
Security numbers, tax returns or informa-
tion relating to citizenship.”

“For people who aren’t fluent in En-
glish the difference between ‘required’
and ‘requested’ is often misunderstood,”
she said. “Information that districts might
see as ‘optional’ could easily be viewed
as ‘mandatory’ by someone new to our
education system.

“The simplest way to avoid confusion
or the perception of intimidation is to just
make sure that people dealing with school
enrollments do not ask for Social Security
numbers. That is what we are reminding
districts to do,” Ms. Davy said.
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