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Mark Your Calendars
Fanwood’s annual Fanny Wood

Day will be held this Sunday, Sep-
tember 17, at the corner of Martine
and South Avenues downtown. The
event begins at noon and will con-
tinue until 5 p.m. (The rain date is
Sunday, September 24). To register
for contests or for more informa-
tion, visit visitfanwood.com.

Freeholders to Hire Lawyer
To Represent Sheriff’s Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is ex-
pected to take action tonight to hire
the Teaneck-based law firm of
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick, Cole & Wisler
to represent the county sheriff’s de-
partment in a lawsuit brought by a
Hillside car dealership.

As reported in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Hillside Auto chal-
lenges the sale by auction of three
model year 2004 luxury autos to
sheriff’s officer Christopher Coon, the
stepson of Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.

Mr. Coon was awarded the cars for
$300 during the auction and is to collect
another $142,000 to satisfy State Supe-
rior Court Judge John Malone’s judg-
ment that Hillside Auto violated the
state’s Consumer Fraud Act when it
sold Mr. Coon a Mercedes Benz E-500
with a defective radio in July 2005.

At the auction held at Sevell’s Auto
Body on Westfield August 15, Mr.
Coon was awarded a BMW E530i, a
Porsche 911 and a Volvo XC90 after
Hillside owner Raj Srivastava’s bid
of $110,600 was not allowed because
he did not bring a certified check to
the auction location and a third bid-
der declined to purchase the vehicles.

The sheriff’s office was named in
the lawsuit along with its attorney,
Henry Furst of West Orange.

According to the court’s Civil Divi-
sion office, a hearing on a show-cause
motion sought by Hillside Auto has
been postponed until Friday, Septem-
ber 22, at 9 a.m. before Judge Malone.

The motion seeks to prevent the deliv-
ery of the vehicles to Mr. Coon until
the appeal process is concluded.

The freeholder board is also ex-
pected to approve a resolution tonight
to complete the contract with Marlbro,
Inc. of Marlboro, a firm hired to fix the
elevation of the newly built Eastman
Street Bridge in Cranford, which was
constructed 10 inches too low.

Marlbro was given the $450,000 con-
tract last December by the freeholders
to raise the bridge after the $1.3 million
replacement structure was built over
the Rahway River in Cranford. The
freeholders took action in December to
require Schoor DePalma, the
Manalapan firm hired to design the
bridge, to pay the additional cost for a
surveyor’s error that set the initial bench-
mark measurements off by 10 inches.

The final change order would re-
duce the total cost of the new bridge
by $36,929 – from $1,767,117 to
$1,730,187.

According to a March 2, 2004
county press release, the original
structure was built in 1917, carried
1,800 vehicles a day and featured one
lane in each direction. The steel girder
bridge was 80-feet long and 30-feet
high. The new bridge is the same
length, but has been widened “to equal
the width of the approaching road-
ways,” according to the press release.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said at
Thursday’s meeting that he wanted
assurances that such an error does not
occur in the future.

“Is there anything that we can do to

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING 9/11...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students Alison
Baier and Joseph Schiavo play “Taps” during Monday’s Sept. 11, 2001 remem-
brance at Memorial Field in Scotch Plains. Mayor Martin Marks led the 15-
minute service and was joined by members of the township council, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender, Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
and about 40 residents.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER CHAMPIONS...A large crowd attended the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
softball championship game at Brookside Park last Sunday and joined in the
traditional family picnic following St. Luke’s victory over St. Stephen.

FW Recreation Commission
Busy Under New Leadership

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — As Robert
Budiansky took the reins of Fanwood’s
recreation commission at the begin-
ning of this month, he knew he would
need to hit the ground running.

“When you talk about first steps,
it’s important to realize that there’s a
lot going on right now,” Mr. Budiansky
said in a recent interview with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“We have Fanny Wood Day com-
ing up [on Sunday, September 17],
the fall programs coming up; it’s
really a busy time.”

Mr. Budiansky became the
commission’s executive director on
September 1, replacing Linda
Caminiti, who stepped down after
serving in the position for two years.

In her resignation letter, Mrs.
Caminiti, who received a promotion at
her full-time job, said the borough’s
part-time recreation director position
“has grown and expanded immensely.”

The recreation commission, which
meets monthly at LaGrande Park, runs
all of the borough’s recreation pro-
grams and consists of eight volunteer
members, in addition to the executive
director and assistant director. The
annual budget is about $10,600.

“I think they do a tremendous job
for $10,000, there’s no doubt about it,”
Borough Councilman Joseph Higgins,
who serves as the mayor and council’s
liaison to the commission, said.

“There’s such an array [of pro-
grams]. You’re talking about every-
thing from running playground ac-
tivities for young children, activities
for seniors, field allocations…there’s
an awful lot under the umbrella for a
limited amount of money,” Mr.
Higgins said. “Thankfully, we have
the people we have serving on the
commission that actively participate.”

As executive director, Mr.
Budiansky, 52 (and a 14-year
Fanwood resident), is already busy
putting together a fall recreation pro-
gram to include adult ceramics, yoga,
art and other offerings such as

videogame design. At the same, he
also plans to focus on the bigger
picture.

“My goals, really, are to just take
a look at what we’re doing, what we
want to do, what’s been successful,
and then make sure that what we’re
offering is as accessible and inclu-
sive as possible to a wider range of
people,” he said.

To that end, Mr. Budiansky con-
tinues working on the recreation
commission’s website, which he pio-
neered this spring.

“We really haven’t had a chance to
do too much yet,” he said. “But, we
want to get a counter on the site to
actually see how many hits we’re
getting.” He said he would also like to
provide a way for residents to offer
ideas and other feedback through the
site at visitfanwood.com/recreation.

“Especially if someone has an idea
for a new program or something; a
lot of people come to us and that’s
how we find many of our program
instructors,” he said.

In the meantime, residents can pro-
vide input by calling the commission’s
phone number, (908) 889-2080, or
by sending a letter to Mr. Budiansky’s
attention at borough hall.

Mr. Budiansky said he hopes the
recreation website and other ongoing
efforts will help the commission ad-
dress one of its top priorities and
challenges: to get the message out
about what the commission is doing
and then get it to the people that
might be interested.

“One of the things we’re doing…a
small step, perhaps…toward getting
the word out is we’re going to have
a booth at Fanny Wood Day and
we’re going to be giving away mag-
nets that say Fanwood Recreation
and feature our website on it. It’s just
another reminder that there’s a place
to go to for information,” he said.

Another key challenge he plans to
concentrate on is the “competition”
that could lure away potential local
participants, including recreation

Diner, 7-11 Robber Pleads
Guilty, Faces 20 Years

MOUNTAINSIDE – Moments be-
fore his jury trial was set to begin in at
the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth on September 6, a Union
Township man pleaded guilty to two
armed robberies that took place in
Mountainside and Scotch Plains in
August 2005.

Julio Clusan, 44, swore under oath
before State Superior Court Judge
Joseph Donohue that he brandished a
toy handgun he had painted to look
like a real firearm when he “rifled”
the cash register from a diner on Route
22 in Mountainside on August 24 at

around 12:30 a.m.
Clusan also told the judge he forced

an employee of 7-11 on Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains to hand over the
money from a register, according to
the prosecutor’s office.

Scotch Plains Police Detective
Lieutenant Brian Donnelly told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
Clussan was wearing all black when
he displayed a “small black hand gun”
and demanded cash from the register
from the employee shortly after 3
a.m. on August 23.

“(Clusan) left with an undetermined
amount of cash,” Lt. Donnelly said.

Lt. Donnelly said police later
viewed the surveillance video of the
Echo Diner robbery and were able to
link the two robberies due to the black
facial makeup Clusan was wearing.

“We said ‘wait, that’s our guy,’”
Lieutenant Donnelly said.

“At this point, we think he was acting
alone,” he said, noting that 7-11 em-
ployees did not observe the car Clusan
left in or of if anyone was with him.

The 7-11 is located on Park and
Mountain Avenues, a block from Route
22, and two miles west of the Echo
Queen Diner, Lt. Donnelly said.

As reported in The Times, the Echo
Queen Diner’s register contained $93
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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DON’T PITY THE FOOD…In between filming scenes for his upcoming reality TV show, Mr. T emotes one of his more
characteristic growls, as John’s Meat Market co-owner Vinnie Losavio looks on in the freezer. See story on page 26.

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING THE FALLEN...Basic Training Class 95 recruits at Stamler
Academy in Scotch Plains remember September 11, 2001 victims at a police
academy ceremony on Monday morning. They also honored Union County police
officers who have fallen in the line of duty. See story on page 24.

Council Approves Cooper Rd.
Purchase, Town Hall Upgrades Bid

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town
council on Tuesday approved a settle-
ment agreement that would allow it to
purchase the western half of the Coo-
per Road island and eventually re-
zone it so that the entire two-acre
parcel in the middle of Cooper Road
would be off-limits to development
of any kind.

The $350,000 purchase of the prop-
erty would settle a lawsuit filed in
March against the zoning board of
adjustment by HUB Realty LLC,

whose application to build a single-
family home on the property was unani-
mously denied by the board last year.

“This is the right thing to do,” said
Councilwoman Nancy Malool at
Tuesday’s meeting, during which a
bond ordinance to fund the purchase
was introduced. After the lawsuit was
filed, the township’s legal advisors
raised concerns that a judge could
overturn the zoning board’s decision
and allow the house to be built.

The eastern half of the island is
already owned by the township and
considered a conservation zone. The

council will ask the planning board to
recommend whether the western half
should be similarly zoned.

Marc Rogoff, an attorney who rep-
resented a Cooper Road resident and
presented objections to the HUB ap-
plication to the zoning board, thanked
the council for deciding to purchase
the property, saying, “the township
really stepped forward.”

He praised his client, Vince DeLisi,
and another neighborhood resident,
Don Cardiff, for their efforts in orga-
nizing neighborhood opposition to
the development proposal. Mayor
Martin Marks agreed, saying the
neighbors “made a very cogent case”
to the zoning board during hearings,
which lasted for most of last year. He
also agreed with Ms. Malool’s opin-
ion that purchasing the property was
“the right thing to do.”

The council awarded a $3,163,041
bid to Paley Construction Co. for the
refurbishment of the municipal build-
ing. Six bids were received, according
to Township Attorney Brian Levine.
He said the lowest bid was $3.097
million, but due to “fatal defects” in
the bid documents — namely, missing
required paperwork — that bid was
invalid because, under state and local
public contracts law, an omission of
this type “cannot be cured at a later
time.”

The project will include the re-
placement of the building’s flat roof,
which has been increasingly prone to
leaks in recent years, with a slanted
roof, the installation of a new heating
and air-conditioning system, the ad-
dition of a second floor above the
police station at the rear of the build-
ing to provide the facility with addi-
tional office and storage space and
improvements to the building’s
façade, so it blends in better with the
colonial décor of other downtown
buildings.

Councilman Frank Rossi called the
refurbishing “a long time coming”
for the 30-year-old building.

In other business, Mr. Rossi an-
nounced the schedule for Scotch Plains
Day, which will take place over the
weekend of October 13 to 15. On that
Friday, there will be a pep rally and
bonfire at the Evergreen School field. A
flea market will be held on that Satur-
day and, at 11 a.m. on Sunday, there
will be a ceremony at Alan Augustine
Park to honor town personnel who have
passed away over the past year, includ-
ing Police Chief Mark Zyla and Town-
ship Attorney Douglas Hansen.

That afternoon, there will be a street
fair on Park Avenue between Front
Street and Westfield Avenue/East Sec-
ond Street, along with a live concert.

The mayor issued two proclama-
tions, one designating September 15
as POW/MIA Remembrance Day and
another designating September as
Childhood Cancer-Awareness Month.

FW Council Considers Spot-Traffic
Enforcement for Martine, South

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – On Tuesday night,
residents questioned the borough
council on the issue of pedestrian
safety.

Resident Dale Flowers drew the
governing body’s attention to the is-
sue of pedestrian safety in the down-
town district.

Mr. Flowers referenced a recent
pedestrian accident at the intersec-
tion of Martine and South Avenues.
He asked Mayor Colleen Mahr and
the borough council if the borough
had “anything in the works” or any
plans to look into pedestrian safety
issues downtown.

“It’s certainly a daily problem,”
Mr. Flowers said, suggesting that a

consistent police presence might help
enforce traffic laws and improve
safety for pedestrians and motorists.

“People don’t understand the cross-
ing lights and the way they work and
[this] also [applies] to the left-turn
arrows,” he said. “There’s talk of
Fanwood being a pedestrian village,
but it’s not.”

Mayor Mahr said the intersection of
Martine and South Avenues does not
have a high accident rate, but she said
“that doesn’t mean we can’t consider
doing some upgrades.” The mayor said
traffic-safety improvements, includ-
ing roadway striping and signage, are
being explored as part of the ongoing
downtown redevelopment efforts.

Councilman Jack Molenaar pointed
to the challenges of creating safe pe-

destrian crossing, while also promot-
ing traffic flow. “You’re always try-
ing to find a balance that you can
never perfectly strike,” he said.

Mr. Molenaar said the borough
should consider installing a countdown
signal at this intersection to help pe-
destrians gauge how much time they
have to safely cross the street.

“I think that’s a first step in the
right direction. We can also ask the
police department to do some spot
enforcement [of existing traffic
laws],” Mr. Molenaar said.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce, not-
ing the recent start of the new school
year and the fact that people may
need to readjust to increased pedes-
trian and vehicle traffic, said the spot-
enforcement idea could be “a good
reminder to residents and other people
who travel in town.”

Mayor Mahr agreed and directed
Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern to
contact the police chief and deter-
mine some spot-enforcement options
for downtown.

In other business at Tuesday night’s
meeting, the governing body adopted
an ordinance that includes school-
day parking, stopping and/or stand-
ing restrictions along portions of
Daniel Place, Paul Place, Roosevelt
Avenue, Tower Place, Trenton Av-
enue and Willow Avenue. The inten-
tion is to improve safety and traffic
flow around local schools.

The council also adopted a technical
amendment to the ordinance applying
to non-residential sewer use charges; a
resolution accepting a $50,000 grant
for interior renovations to the Carriage
House and a resolution to award a con-
tract for road improvements along Pleas-
ant Avenue. Regarding the latter, Mayor
Mahr said the borough plans to brief
neighborhood residents about the
project’s particulars.


