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Schedule Presents Challenge
To Veteran Raider Gridders
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backfield at fullback and tailback,
respectively. Senior wide receiver
Kyle Rowbotham will be the man
Chervenyak will be seeking if the
Raiders need a lightning strike. As a
first-year player last year, Rowbotham
grabbed 36 passes for 545 yards and
six touchdowns.

“I think he is a threat anytime he’s
on the field,” said Ciccotelli.

Senior Jason Zelesnik and junior
Kyle Mihansky are the other wide
outs, “who are very capable of run-
ning their routes and catching the
ball,” said Ciccotelli.

The offensive line consists of se-
niors Campbell and Badala and jun-
ior Mike Alleman, “Which gives us
some veteran depth there,” said
Ciccotelli. Junior Joe Blaes has been
looking good at the center position.

Junior tight end/inside linebacker
Keith Baker, “I think is going to be
one of the better ones around. He
played some other spots for us last
year. He’s a very physical kid,” said
Ciccotelli.

Senior Steve Wenson, who played
last year before injuring his knee,
will add experience at offensive guard.

“We have some experience and they
are good kids. Hopefully, we are go-
ing to grow off that and take advan-
tage of it,” said Ciccotelli. “We are
going to take what the defense gives
us. If they are stopping the run, we are
going to throw it. If they are stopping
the pass, we are going to run it. I think

the good thing is that we can be bal-
anced, which means that they can’t
load up on one or the other. Any team,
if you are dependant on one, I think
the defense can set up, stop that and
take it away.”

The Raiders also have an experi-
enced defensive squad. Campbell,
Alleman, Badala and Wenson will
sure up the line. “That’s a veteran
group that should do very well,” said
Ciccotelli.

At linebacker, Pennella, Brand,
Baker and senior Rob Skibek offer
experience. Rowbotham, Mihansky
and Zelesnik offer experience and
quickness in the secondary.

“Our secondary, I feel very good
about. They are all capable of cover-
ing people and making tackles,” said
Ciccotelli.

In special teams, Rowbotham will
handle the kickoffs, punting, field
goals and extra points. “He has been
doing very well in camp. It’s his job.
He’s hitting the ball very well. Maybe,
because he knows it’s his job plus he
is more familiar with everything, be-
ing last year was his first year, he can
handle the added duty,” said
Ciccotelli.

The Raiders open their season at
M.X. Shabazz tomorrow, September
8, at 7 p.m. Their home opener will be
against Newark East Side on Satur-
day, September 16, at 1 p.m.

“As long as I have been coaching,
it’s one game at a time, one practice at
a time. We talk to the kids about being
better every practice. I think we have
a very challenging schedule. We have
to stay healthy and keep working
hard,” said Ciccotelli.

Raider Soccer Boys Take on
Challenges with New Look
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Junior Tom Sutter is expected to be
the stopper. On the right back will be
junior Evan Aspell. The left back is
expected to be junior Bob
Cunningham, who has a lot of club
experience.

“There’s good experience here and
I expect that they will do as well as
last year, if not better, hopefully,”
said Breznitsky who added, “I think
Bryan Meredith is the best goalkeeper
in the state, undoubtedly. With Bryan
in goal and the defense that we have,
I think we are going to be a very, very
tough team to score on.”

DiVisio is expected to be the center
midfielder.

“He is very quick, a tremendous
athlete,” commented Breznitsky.

Junior Jarek Cohen will also be in
the midfield. “Jarek improved con-
siderably, is strong and is tenacious
on the ball,” said Breznitsky.

Junior Jeff Stuart will be the left
midfielder and, according to Breznitsky,
“the one position that is unsettled right
now is the right midfielder.” The candi-
dates for the position are juniors Tim
Leischner and Ed Kahn.

Juniors Tyler Stanek and Tayler

Molinaro and sophomore Dave Gigiel
are expected to start at forward and,
sometimes, Meredith will get the op-
portunity to be on the attack and jun-
ior Brandon Reddington will take over
the goalkeeping duties.

“Probably, like last year, there are
going to be some occasions where it
is necessary for us to take him out of
goal. He is electrifying. He gives a
tremendous amount of energy on the
field,” explained Breznitsky.

Others in the mix will be freshmen
Joe D’Annunzio, Eddie Byron and
Mike Delsordi.

Several of the Raiders recently
spent 10 days competing in Brazil,
which should give them a jumpstart
on this season.

“We played four professional youth
teams, paid players, and we got pro-
gressively better so I was very pleased.
I think we met all our goals and I
think we are a little bit ahead of the
game,” said Breznitsky. “The one
thing that concerns me is that I’m a
little concerned about our goal scor-
ing. If we can get our goal scoring to
be a little more consistent, we should
have an exceptionally good year.”

Blue Devils Making Progress
Toward Grid Season Opener
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and we are going to try to use that. He
has the upper hand right now but
Mark is a quality player and we are
going to need him. He may not start
the first game but that doesn’t mean
anything. In football, you’re always
one play away,” said DeSarno.

Seniors Peter (George) Cornell and
Tyrell Simmons, and junior Joe Vall-
Llobera will join Yarusi in the
backfield at fullback. The offensive
guards will be Harbaugh and senior
Santo Nardi and the tackles will be
senior JT Sheehan and junior Tom
Wansaw.

“We have gone from a Wing-T of-
fense to a Pro-I offense, which is a
different type of blocking. The kids
have really picked it up. I think we are
getting better each and every day,”
DeSarno said.

Traditionally, Westfield has been

known as a running team, which will
still be the offensive bread and butter
but DeSarno may add a little season-
ing. “I like to throw a little bit. You
want to have some balance. You want
to be able to do a little bit more with
the offense. I’m not pass crazy but I
would like to think we are pass smart
so defenses won’t just sit on the run.
We are a little behind in our passing
game. We just need to keep working
on it to make it better.”

When the passing game does come
into play, seniors Peter Antonelli
(wideout) and CJ Patella (tight end)
will be the primary targets. Seniors
Sean Ferro and Mike Henry will also

play wideout.
“He’s (Antonelli) one of our better

wideouts. C.J. Patella does a nice job
and we will try to throw to our backs
also,” said DeSarno.

Nardi, Simmons and juniors Ryan
Scanlon and John Dugan make up the
defensive line. Harbaugh and junior
Scott Newman will play inside line-
backer and Yarusi, Cornell and Vall-
Llobera will control the outside.
Henry and junior Ed Simmons will
occupy the corners and Ferro will be
at safety.

The Blue Devils’ have had some
success stopping the inside run but
have felt some sting against the out-
side run and passing.

“We are trying to make our defense
a little bit faster. We moved Tyrell
Simmons from an inside linebacker
to a defensive end to get a little more

speed up front. We moved Joe V(all-
Llobera) from safety to outside line-
backer so we can defend those out-
side runs better,” DeSarno explained.

As far as special teams, the agile
Bonard will kickoff, punt and kick
the extra points and field goals.

“He kicks and punts effortlessly,”
said DeSarno. “He’s not someone
who needs to be coached on it. He’s a
valuable asset. He’s very accurate. I
don’t think he’s missed an extra point
in any of our scrimmages.”

Now that the scrimmages are a
thing of the past, the Blue Devils will
get to test their progress against the
Tigers at Gary Kehler Stadium.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER GRID CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: seniors John Badala,
Tom Pennella, Greg Brand and Colin Campbell who have been selected to lead the
Raiders this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHEWING UP THE YARDAGE…Senior Peter (George) Cornell, No. 8, along
with Tyrell Simmons, Joe Vall-Llobera and Ryan Yarusi, are needed to get big
gains on the ground.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER TRI-CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: junior Michael DeVisio,
senior Bryan Meredith and junior Brian Hessemer who have been selected Raider
Tri-Captains.

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $829,000

WESTFIELD $499,900 WESTFIELD $2,150,000

WESTFIELD $2,000,000

WESTFIELD $1,099,000

Fabulous lot in top location!  Nearly 1 acre backing to woods.  Op-
portunity awaits!  Offers enormous potential!  3 Bedroom, 2 bath
Ranch, 6-car garage.  Call today!

Need more room?  Consider this sprawling 4 Bedroom, 3 full bath
Ranch with 2 fireplaces, state-of-the-art Kitchen, hardwood floors,
French doors to patio and open floor plan.  Great for entertaining!

A gem of a home!  This custom Cape Cod with full 2nd floor dormer
included, central air conditioning, Eat-In Kitchen, 2 full baths-one
with Whirlpool tub, Recreation room, 3 Bedrooms, Formal Living
Room and Dining Room.

Sun-drenched Tudor with gracious interior offers 11 rooms and in-
cludes 6 Bedrooms, 4.1 baths, Kitchen with center island and break-
fast bar, Formal Dining Room, Living Room with marble fireplace
and Family Room with built-ins.

Exquisite Tudor with enchanting arts and crafts styling, hardwood
floors, box beam ceilings, fabulous new Eat-In Kitchen with granite
counters and top of the line appliances, large Master with luxury
bath, beautiful, landscaped yard with koi pond.

Artistry revisited adds a brand creation to their signature series of
custom classics.  As always, unrivaled hand-crafted detail wrapped
within a most beautiful design.  Fall 2006 completion anticipated.


