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The weekly column written by local high school students

Family Foundation Helps
Special Kids Attend Camp

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — In
Mountainside, the Maxwell family name
is tantamount with Maxwell’s Furniture
Restoration, a fourth-generation family
business owned for the last 27 years by
Donald J. Maxwell.

But the family business, which is more
than a century old, is not Mr. Maxwell’s
only undertaking.

Eighteen years ago he started the Dor-
othy Ann Foundation, named for his late
sister Dorothy Ann Maxwell Hall, to send
special needs children to camp.

It’s a cause that was close to his sister’s
heart.

Mrs. Hall died in 1984 at the age of 32,
after a nine-month battle with breast can-
cer.

“We were very close growing up,”
recalled Mr. Maxwell. “When we be-
came adults, I took over the family busi-
ness and she became a (special education)
teacher…her idea was to have a summer
camp for special ed students. There are
very few places for them to go.”

Mr. Maxwell said he shared his sister’s
dream with her. And after she died, he
decided to see it through in her memory.

The foundation has since awarded camp
scholarships to 120 special needs children,
totaling $105,000. It awards $9,000 to
$11,000 in scholarship money each year.

The scholarships go primarily to chil-
dren at Westlake School in Westfield, a
school for special needs children oper-
ated by the Union County Educational
Services Commission. Mrs. Hall taught
at Westlake for 10 years at its former
location in Berkeley Heights.

“She was really involved and very well
liked,” said her brother.

A former colleague of Mrs. Hall’s,
Tertia Moore, said she “just had a feeling
for handicapped kids that was unusual
…she put her heart and her effort and her
intelligence into her work.”

She added, “I think it would be impor-
tant (to her) that there is a continuation of
that.”

Ms. Moore, who still teaches at
Westlake and helped to organize the foun-
dation, said she has seen the students
benefit.

“These are mostly urban kids who
wouldn’t have the opportunity to be at
camp without this,” she said. “This gives
them a whole experience in nature, in a
rural place, in camp life…it gives them a
whole experience socially and environ-
mentally.”

She added, “The kids come back and
had a great time.”

Most of the children attend Camp Star
in Rahway River Park, run by the Arc of
Union County.

The all-day camp, for ages 6 to 21,
offers the arts, sports and social activities

and will add an educational component
next summer. Camp Star costs $200 per
week. But most families cannot afford it.

“With the help and support of generous
givers like the Dorothy Ann Foundation,
we can provide scholarships for children
so their fee is either reduced or elimi-
nated,” said Deborah Pamianek, associ-
ate executive director of the Arc of Union
County.

“The children just blossom,” she said.
“Kids come back year after year and just
truly enjoy it.”

Nineteen-year-old Darrin Robertson,
who has cerebral palsy and developmen-
tal delay, is one of those kids.

Darrin was one of 11 scholarship re-
cipients from the Dorothy Ann Founda-
tion this year. Her mother, Janis Arrindell,
said she could not have afforded camp on
her own.

“It’s a wonderful thing for people that
need it …otherwise we wouldn’t be able
to afford to do anything for our children.”

She added, “recognizing there is that
need and providing for that need is a
fabulous thing.”

Mrs. Arrindell, who described her
daughter as “happy, loving and caring”
and “a teenager,” said camp allows Darrin
to have friends, just like her peers.

“I know that she does not have the
ability to express isolation but it doesn’t
escape her. I think she would be feeling
very isolated if she did not have camp to
go to,” Mrs. Arrindell said.

“If I had it my way, camp would run all
year,” she added.

Leonard Bryant, said his 16-year-old son,
Damian Chavis Bryant, would be sitting
home “looking out the window” if it weren’t
for the Dorothy Ann Foundation.

The foundation has sent the special
needs teenager to camp for five years. His
father says he’s never had a chance to
thank the foundation because he didn’t
know who paid.

Mr. Maxwell said he does not have
contact with the kids and they usually
don’t know “how they got there or who’s
paying for it.”

He said Westlake School chooses the
recipients based on need, and the camps
will sometimes make requests on behalf
of families who need assistance.

For Camp Star, the foundation spends
from $630 to $1,200 per child.

Mr. Maxwell said some other camps
cost more, depending upon the “severity
of the handicap.”

He said there are about 40 people who
donate annually to the foundation, but
there is still a big need for contributions.

The foundation began with a $10,000
commission check from the sale of a
family property and has since relied on
family, friends, teachers and some other
donors to keep it going. “It’s getting harder
and harder to have the funds available
each year. When they’re short, my father
and I make up the difference…we still do
it each year no matter what.”

He said this year, they’ll contribute an
extra $5,000 to cover the scholarships.

Mr. Maxwell said the foundation is fully
accredited. He added, “100 percent of the
money that comes in goes out again” be-
cause there is no overhead. He said he
doesn’t even take stamp money for direct
mailings out of the foundation’s funds
because he wants it all to go to the children.

“You’re not doing it for yourself, you’re
doing it for the kids who don’t have
anything.”

WHS Open Lunch
Controversy Never Ends

By SARAH QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The controversy over open lunch at
Westfield High School (WHS) seems to
be never-ending: parents are afraid of
their children roaming the streets unsu-
pervised during school hours, citizens are
worried students will trash sidewalks with
their Wendy’s wrappers and teachers are
afraid underclassmen will sneak out the
back doors. Students, on the other hand,
just want 45 minutes of fresh air.

We students are relieved to hear new
interim principal Dr. Fyffe has no plans to
obliterate the occasional venture to Jer-
sey Mike’s. But the truth is, as a junior, I
never once went out for open lunch.

It’s not because I prefer cafeteria food
and home-packed peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches to the endless possibilities
downtown eateries hold. In fact, as an
underclassman, I looked on with yearn-
ing as the upperclassmen stepped back
into school just as the bell rang, while I
chucked my paper bag lunch into the
overflowing cafeteria trash.

I couldn’t wait to flash my student ID
card and open the door to (45 minutes
of) freedom.

When I entered junior year, I had
every intention of going out to lunch.
Even if I didn’t make it a daily habit, I
would at least eat out a few times per
month, or at least on sunny autumn or
spring days. I soon learned how to spot a
junior in the cafeteria.

Seniors were nonexistent. (They were
out to lunch.) Freshmen and sophomores
were eating lunch, laughing and occa-
sionally initiating low-key food fights.
That left the juniors: they were the ones
sitting with binders spread open in front
of them, lunch bags plunged to the side.

They were always multi-tasking:
holding a sandwich in one hand, writing
with the other. I was a member of the
junior class: as hard as I tried to reserve
my lunch period for solely eating lunch
(and maybe occasionally eating it down-
town), there was always something I
needed to do.

Perhaps I was too conscientious, or
perhaps I just procrastinated too much;
either way, I always had work to do
fifth period.

There were many times throughout the
year when I made feeble attempts to es-
cape the WHS hallways. When my birth-
day rolled around, I made all of my friends
clear their lunch periods so we could
celebrate beyond the WHS corridors. It
sleeted on my seventeenth birthday. I sat
in the cafeteria, ate a bagel and got a head

start on my homework.
There were days, too, when the sun

was shining so brightly I couldn’t resist
the temptation to ditch my canned jelly
for Panera cream cheese. For some rea-
son, though, something always went
wrong. I had to meet with a teacher only
available during my lunch period, I
couldn’t find my friends fast enough to
eat and return before English class, or I
didn’t have enough money to splurge on
eating downtown.

As a senior, I hope I’ll finally be able to
enjoy everything WHS has to offer, in-
cluding the privilege of open lunch. Or at
least I hope that when it snows again on
my birthday, I’ll have gone out to lunch a
few times before then.

Sarah Queller, Westfield Leader in-
tern, is a senior at Westfield High School.

The area’s most comprehensive fitness and wellness center is under construction in Scotch Plains!

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway
Our Information and Enrollment Center

is now open at our Scotch Plains location! Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4
2120 Lamberts Mill Rd. Scotch Plains

(908) 232-6100

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 10/6/06. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or older. Some restrictions apply.

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■  Over 200 Group Fitness

Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center

Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool

■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /

Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed

Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■  Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■  Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight

Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital Rahway invites you to learn more about
the region’s most spectacular, professional and comprehensive Fitness and Wellness
Center. Take advantage of our construction discounts as we discuss with you how
the proper environment, education, nutrition and professional instruction will help
you achieve all your fitness and health goals.

SP-F BOE to Hold Reception
For New Superintendent

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education in-
vites all students, staff members and resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood to
attend a reception for Margaret Hayes,
the newly named superintendent of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood public schools,
on Monday, September 11, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Evergreen School’s new multipur-
pose room.

Ms. Hayes, who has served in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood schools for four years as
assistant superintendent for curriculum,
instruction and assessment, was appointed

by the board to succeed Carol Choye as
superintendent as of September 1.

Ms. Hayes joined the district with ex-
perience as a social studies and English
teacher, a supervisor of social studies and
an elementary school principal.

All are welcome to come and greet Ms.
Hayes as the 2006-2007 school year be-
gins under her leadership.

Solon Graduates
Colorado College

WESTFIELD – Lauren Solon, daugh-
ter of Deborah and Richard Solon, gradu-
ated from Colorado College, Colorado
Springs, Colorado, on May 22.

Lauren graduated cum laude with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Romance Lan-
guages and a minor in Studio Art. She was
awarded the Felisa Llorente Award.

Lauren is a 2002 graduate from
Westfield High School.

MTV Celebrity Jeff
Yalden to Speak in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – MTV Celebrity

and internationally renowned youth mo-
tivational speaker, Jeff Yalden,  is sched-
uled to speak on September 7 at the Union
County Vocational Technical High School
in Scotch Plains.

A motivator and educator, Mr. Yalden
strives to be a role model for youth. He
has spent the last 12 years touring the
world, delivering his motivational speech
to youth, educators and parents to help
them make better life and family choices.
He has been credited with saving lives
and impacting youth to live a life of
purpose and commitment.

SPFHS Alumni to Hold
Meeting September 19
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Alumni Association will meet September
19 in room 101 at 7:30 p.m. at the high
school. The program will be “A Walk
Down Memory Lane,” with tales of the
past and present SPFHS alumni.

Planning for the dedication for the
Alumni Walk, which is now in place at
the rear of the high school extending up to
the football field, will also take place.
Bricks can always be purchased to add to
this walk.

All are welcome at the meeting and
refreshments will be served. For more
information regarding the purchase of
bricks, call (908) 889-2084.

The InThe InThe InThe InThe Invvvvvestment Manaestment Manaestment Manaestment Manaestment Managggggement Divisionement Divisionement Divisionement Divisionement Division
of Redfof Redfof Redfof Redfof Redfield,ield,ield,ield,ield, Blonsk Blonsk Blonsk Blonsk Blonsky & Co.,y & Co.,y & Co.,y & Co.,y & Co., LLC LLC LLC LLC LLC

cordially invites you and a guest to join us at our

FFFFFiririririrst st st st st AnnAnnAnnAnnAnnual Inual Inual Inual Inual Invvvvvestment Confestment Confestment Confestment Confestment Conferererererence.ence.ence.ence.ence.

ThurThurThurThurThursdasdasdasdasday - September 14,y - September 14,y - September 14,y - September 14,y - September 14, 2006  6:30–8:30 pm 2006  6:30–8:30 pm 2006  6:30–8:30 pm 2006  6:30–8:30 pm 2006  6:30–8:30 pm

The Westwood
438 North Avenue

Garwood, New Jersey 07027
(908) 789-0808

www.thewestwood.com/directions.htm
(Light refreshments will be served)

Meet Ron RedfMeet Ron RedfMeet Ron RedfMeet Ron RedfMeet Ron Redfield,ield,ield,ield,ield, CP CP CP CP CPA/PFSA/PFSA/PFSA/PFSA/PFS
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Ron will discuss his philosophies on long-term
and value investing, versus impulse buying and selling,

or trying to time the market trends.

Question and answer period to follow.

This conference is a must for even the most
sophisticated investor.

Seating is limited

Please R.S.VPlease R.S.VPlease R.S.VPlease R.S.VPlease R.S.V.P.P.P.P.P..... to (908) 276-7226 to (908) 276-7226 to (908) 276-7226 to (908) 276-7226 to (908) 276-7226
 or email dmann@rbcpa.com or email dmann@rbcpa.com or email dmann@rbcpa.com or email dmann@rbcpa.com or email dmann@rbcpa.com

by September 5, 2006

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.rbcpa.com.rbcpa.com.rbcpa.com.rbcpa.com.rbcpa.com

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Bennigan’s Lunch

AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, September 17,
at noon at Bennigan’s Grill and Tav-
ern, located at 65 Route 1 South in
Metuchen (near the Edison border).
The cost will be $3 plus the price of a
meal from the menu and tip. Inter-
ested persons are asked to call Roberta
at (908) 668-8450.

 
 

 

 

 

September 2006 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library 
Library Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 AM-9:00 PM 

Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00-5:00 PM 

 

 
ADULT PROGRAMS 

Sep 15 1:30 PM TGIF: Westfield’s Colonial Cemetery 
Sep 19 10:00 AM  Computer: Travel, Travel, Travel! 
Sep 22 1:30 PM  TGIF: Charles Addams, Cartoonist 
Sep 27 10:00 PM  Computer: Puzzled by the Internet 
Sep 29 1:30 PM  TGIF: Classic Movie: On the Town 

 

CHILDREN’S & TEEN PROGRAMS 

Sep 17 1:15 PM Musikgarten 0-6 yr. olds w/ special needs 
Sep 17 2:00 PM Musikgarten 0-18 mos.  
Sep 17 2:45 PM Musikgarten 16 mos.-3½ yrs. 
Sep 17 3:30 PM Musikgarten 3-5 yrs. 
Sep 19 10:00 AM Toddler Group 
Sep 20, 27 10:00 AM Tot Storytime 
Sep 20, 27 1:30 PM Preschool Storytime OR 
Sep 21, 28 10:00 AM Preschool Storytime 
Sep 22, 29  10:00 AM Baby Rhyme Time 
Sep 25 7:00 PM Pajama Storytime 
Sep 28 3:45 PM Art History Adventures 
Sep 30 10:00 AM Mother Goose Comes to the Library 
Sep 16, 23, 30 10:00 AM Chess 

 

 

 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.   

Call the library for further information. 
 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

 

Central Square Mall
649 Central Avenue, Westfield • 631-355-3506


