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Intern Reflects, ‘I was Thrown into
Pretty Much Everything’

April rolled around and before I knew
it I realized it was that time of year again:
the search for the bearable summer job.
Since my college doesn’t let out until
June I realized all of my former high
schoolmates would have one up on me
and I would be left to fight off high school
students for a job. My love for journalism
sparked the idea to contact The Westfield
Leader and see if they had any intern
opportunities available for the summer
and luckily they did.

When I first started at The Leader, I
was thrown into copy editing, writing,
researching and pretty much everything
else that comes along with the newsroom.
To my surprise I was lucky enough to
achieve one of the few internships where
I would not be running and getting coffee
or doing mundane tasks; I, along with my
fellow interns, were just as hands-on in
the process of the newspaper as the full-
time staff members.

From the very beginning, the staff al-
ways made the interns feel welcome and
rarely made us feel like a nuisance —
even though sometimes we were. Every-
one was always approachable with ques-
tions or there to help when a story was
falling apart, no one was returning any
calls and the sweat particles were begin-
ning to accumulate as the stress mounted.

The hands-on experience I had this
summer helped me to develop my jour-
nalism skills along with adding plenty of
clippings to my portfolio. But besides the
journalism aspect, I met many members
of Westfield and learned so much about
Westfield that I never picked up on in the
20 years I’ve lived here. I also enjoyed
bonding with the other interns this sum-
mer over photo shoots, reminiscing on
Hi’s Eye days, discussing the art of
Facebooking and working together to
enhance The Westfield Leader and The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in our own
way.

Over all, as I begin my sophomore year
at college, I feel grateful that I had this
opportunity for many different reasons.
Great thanks to the staff for donating the
conference room for the interns and for all
their help. I wish all the best to the staff
and my fellow interns in the upcoming
year.

Katie Newingham
Westfield

Be INSPIRED

DELBARTON 
DELBARTON SCHOOL

230 Mendham Road 
Morristown, NJ 07960

w w w . d e l b a r t o n . o r g
(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

• New 34,000 square foot Fine Arts Center 
• Courses in art, drama, writing, music 

theory and history
• Delta: the innovative Delbarton 

literary journal

• The Abbey Players theater group
• Brass, jazz, wind, orchestral and choral groups
• Delbarton Arts Council (DAC): 

A consortium of faculty, parents and students
dedicated to the arts

DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12 administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey 

Over $1,000,000 in aid granted annually  •  Public & private transportation available 

Admission tests will
be administered on
Oct. 14, Oct. 28,

Nov. 11 and Dec. 2. 
Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield

The Mayor's Column

Editor’s note: At the request of
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky in
light of last week’s tragic pedestrian fa-
tally, this column is being reprinted from
July 31, 2003.

As the Town of Westfield moves for-
ward with further traffic studies, prima-
rily aimed at improving pedestrian safety,
it is a good time to review the responsi-
bilities of motorists and pedestrians in
regards to the use of crosswalks. Indeed,
after talking with several Westfield po-
lice officers, it became readily apparent
that both motorists and pedestrians are
taking unnecessary risks when driving
around town, particularly downtown.

State law requires drivers to yield to
pedestrians in all marked crosswalks, and
pedestrians must yield to vehicles when
crossing a road not within a crosswalk.
Spend a few minutes in downtown
Westfield and you will notice regular
infractions of these rules. In the interest
of shaving a few seconds from our trav-
els, or simply not being aware of these
laws, we are taking too many of these
unnecessary risks.

According to the NJDOT website,
many of the 144 New Jersey pedestrian
deaths that occurred in 2000 were pre-
ventable. Motorists and pedestrians must
change their ways to prevent these trag-
edies. Pedestrians must carefully use the
crosswalks provided. The key word is
“carefully.”

One recent study showed that marked
crosswalks in general double the risk that
older pedestrians will be struck by a ve-
hicle. This was attributed to crosswalks
giving seniors a false sense of security.

Preventing Pedestrian Death
Is Everyone’s Responsibility

So, simply using the crosswalks is not
enough. Before entering a crosswalk, pe-
destrians must also make sure that motor-
ists are yielding to them.

Motorists have a high duty of care
when approaching a crosswalk. State law
requires the driver of a vehicle to yield to
pedestrians crossing a roadway within a
crosswalk. In addition, drivers approach-
ing from the rear must be aware that a
vehicle in front of them may stop for a
pedestrian at a crosswalk. Statutes ex-
pressly prohibit a driver from passing a
vehicle stopped at a crosswalk.

One Westfield police officer said that
motorists and pedestrians have simply
become complacent in regards to cross-
walks. It is imperative that both pedestri-
ans and drivers become better educated as
to their legal responsibilities at crosswalks.

Also, everyone needs to have a greater
sense of awareness when they are on our
roads. If we all become better educated,
more aware and less complacent, we
will certainly avoid many preventable
tragedies.

Sen. Kean Writes, ‘Change Direction
In Iraq; Change Secretary of Defense’
This weekend I called upon Donald

Rumsfeld to step aside as U.S. Secre-
tary of Defense.

I have come to this position after
several months of deliberation. It is
hardly a secret, and several administra-
tion spokesmen freely admit, that in the
past several years, and especially in the
past few months, scores of mistakes
have been made during our attempts to
create a more stable Iraq.

I had thought that things would begin
to change once we had a new general in
charge of the situation on the ground. It
has become clear to me in recent days
that what is needed is a change of direc-
tion, policy, and attitude at the highest
levels of our defense establishment in
Washington.

As Senator McCain, former Navy
Secretary John Lehman, and multiple
other experts remind us, we had too few
forces to administer the country before
turning the realms of government over
to a transitional and, later, an elected
government. We have made too little
progress in sealing the country’s bor-
ders, so that Iranian resources and ter-
rorists are deprived of ready access into
the country.

We also erred seriously when we
disbanded all Iraqi security forces and
virtually its entire civil service with no
clear plans as to how to fill that vacuum.
And, more than a year after the Secre-
tary promised the situation would be
improved, we still hear stories of our
soldiers not having the armored ve-
hicles and the protective body armor
they need to maximize their safety.

I have no reason to suspect, from
what I hear and read, to expect any of
this to change without a change at the
top of the department.

At the cost of $4 billion a month, our
operations in Iraq consume virtually the
entire defense budget. Our open-ended
commitment to stay in the country de-
prives us of resources and manpower we
will need to resist the growing Iranian
and other security threats to our nation.
I do not favor setting a deadline for
withdrawal of our military from Iraq.
That “cut and run” strategy would be an
open invitation to terrorists across the
world to increase the number of threats
they plan against American military and
civilian personnel elsewhere.

What I am calling for is a fresh ap-
proach to a tired, faulty and stalled
policy.

The American people would be bet-
ter served by new leadership at the helm
of the Department of Defense. A new
secretary in charge would be able to
bring to bear new ideas and a fresh
approach. It is my hope that he or she
would listen to other voices both inside
and outside of the Department of De-
fense that have been ignored, shunted
to the side, or gaveled down. I had
hoped that Secretary Rumsfeld would
be able to do this. His speech the other
day convinced me that he has no inten-
tion of doing this.

I call upon Congressional leaders of
both parties not to make the war in Iraq
a political football. Both parties should
be pulling together to see that our fight-
ing forces have the equipment and the
wherewithal they need to lead us to
victory in the shortest amount of time.
By no means should my comments be
interpreted as criticism of our men and
women in the field. The performance of
the armed forces of the United States
since the outset of this war have been
noting short of spectacular.

Letters to the Editor
By GOP Freeholder Candidate Patricia Quattrocchi

Freeholders Sent 15 Reps to Chicago?
Seven out of nine members of Union

County’s Board of Chosen Freeholders,
with eight county employees in tow, jet-
ted to Chicago in early August. They
comprised the largest New Jersey contin-
gent for the National Association of Coun-
ties conference, which took place August
4 through 8 in that toddling town. Essex,
Bergen and Morris counties sent one rep-
resentative each while six represented
Middlesex County at the summit. The
question is: Why did Union County send
15?

County taxpayers sprung for airfare,
hotel accommodations, meeting registra-
tions and up to $45 per day in meals for
each traveler. Expense reports submitted
show lunches for six members of the
party on August 5 at an establishment that
was a short distance from Wrigley Field,
which is over eight miles from the con-
vention center. And it seems that some-
one made just the “right” connection as
eight hit the jackpot and dined at the
upscale Whiskey Bar on Rush Street run-
ning up a tab of $329 which is just a few
dollars shy of everyone’s allowance for
the day. The establishment, which is
owned by Cindy Crawford’s husband, is
reportedly exclusive to VIPs and it is said
that most people are only able to check
out the action as they pass by the door.

Just who was minding the store back
home? The delegation included many of
the county hierarchy; seven out of nine
freeholders, the county and assistant
county managers, six staffers as well as
county spokesperson Sebastian D’Elia. It
was D’Elia who defended the $181 per
night room rates at the Four Star rated
Hilton Chicago, on the Loop, as being the
cheapest of the conference hotels.

Those who frequently arrange conven-
tion travel have learned that often times
less expensive room rates can be obtained
at the very same hotels simply by calling

the chains and inquiring as to the special
deals being offered for those same dates.
The results can be surprising dollar sav-
ers. This year’s trip will actually cost
taxpayers more than last year’s Hawaiian
junket for seven, which totaled over
$18,000. A major newspaper reported
that as of September 1 only six of this
year’s 15 attendees had turned in expense
reports bringing the tally for the Windy
City to $19,428 and still counting.

One can only wonder how many will
be making the sojourn to next years con-
ference in Richmond, Va. Will it be 10, 15
or perhaps 20? Though county officials
haven’t decided yet it has been said that
the taxpayers will be definitely sending a
delegation.

Conferences, conventions and semi-
nars certainly play a valuable role for
managers and owners in both the public
and private sectors by gathering together
periodically to discuss the issues of the
day. However the Union County delega-
tion to Chicago should have been half its
size, or less.

Those who are actually working in the
trenches daily can be sent and charged
with the task to bring the messages and
lessons learned back home. The good
hardworking residents of Union County
expect that their elected officials act re-
sponsibly with their tax dollars; this is
another example of how these same offi-
cials keep letting them down.

The team of Patricia Quattrocchi, Glenn
Mortimer and Diane Barabas seek office
to represent you on the Union County
Freeholder Board. We want the residents
to know that we will not let you down. We
assure you that fiscal responsibility will
always be the watchword of the day.

Give us your vote on November 7.
Please visit our website at
www.unioncountygop.org or call (908)
789-0200 for more information.

Learning Logistics of
Newspaper, Amazing
My internship this summer at The

Westfield Leader was wonderful. Learn-
ing about the logistics of running this
newspaper, was an amazing experience. I
learned a variety of things from scanning
pictures for the weekly newspaper to con-
ducting interviews. It has also been fun
working alongside of the helpful senior
interns and other employees. Now a
sophomore at Westfield High School, I
feel that this internship equipped me with
many helpful hints for Journalism I.

I thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity,
and I really appreciate the senior staff’s
guidance.

Katie Taylor
Westfield

Clinton Campaigns For
Menendez In Elizabeth

ELIZABETH – At press time, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton was scheduled to attend
a campaign event for Bob Menendez for
U.S. Senate on Wednesday, September 6
at 5:30 p.m. in Elizabeth at the home of
State Senator Raymond Lesniak.

Governor Jon Corzine, Senator Frank
Lautenberg and Mr. Menendez are sched-
uled to join President Clinton at the event.

Reading is Good for You,
Good for Your Kids too

goleader.com/subscribe

From the right bank,
this is a very deceptive

wine that improves
magnificently with a

little air. Decant this for
an hour. Lush mulberry
and dark red fruit that
goes along with nice

earth tones and gentle
herb elements.  Try with
burgers and less intense

beef dishes.

A great example of what
white Bordeaux should
be.  A blend of Semillon

and Sauvignon Blanc,
this lively and bright.

Nice zesty citrus on the
palate and good pear
tones in the middle.

The generous floral and
herbal tones follow the

wine to its long and
satisfying finish.  Grilled

fish would work well.

Composed of 60%
Merlot, 35% Cabernet

Franc and 5% Malbec, it
manages to be lush

without being heavy.
Lots of plum and purple

fruit tones, hints of
cherry and spice, and a
small hint of licorice.
The wine spends 18

months in French oak
that gives it added

structure and length.  The
small bit of malbec adds

depth and weight.

From Everywhere at Every Price
Chateau German

Cotes de
Castillion  $9.99

La Fleur du Roi
$9.99

Chateau Coutet
St. Emilion $23.99 A beautifully balanced wine that is long and deep

on the palate.  Good earth tones that balance the
forward dark fruit.  This should be decanted for
at least a half an hour.  The slight spicy element
suggests that ribs would be perfect.  This wine

lingers with you in the best of ways.

Les Gondats de Marquis de
Terme Margaux $33.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm

SUMMER SPECIAL!
Any 2 bottles of wine

with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.  Expires 09/13/06

10%

OFF
Any 12 bottles

or more of wine
Any 6 bottles

or more of wine

20%

OFF 10%

OFF

Mix & Match

is O.K.

Sale items are

excluded.

750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $34.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $30.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $26.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $35.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $53.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $34.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $30.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $15.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $13.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

“We will always treat you with the respect that great

winemakers give their wines.”


