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Stender Urges  Families to
Apply for Kids Insurance

SCOTCH PLAINS — Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) last week urged parents to
take advantage of NJ FamilyCare, a
health insurance program for chil-
dren in low income and working fami-
lies.

“NJ FamilyCare is a wonderful pro-
gram that helps youngsters grow up
healthier, do better in school, and
participate more in after school ac-
tivities,” said Asw. Stender. “By pro-
moting good preventive care at an
early age, we’re easing the strain on
family budgets, school districts, and
our health care system.”

Eligibility for NJ FamilyCare var-
ies according to a family’s size and
income. Children in a family of four
with an annual income of $70,000
may be eligible.

“The income ceiling is higher than
you might think, so it makes sense to
call the NJ FamilyCare hotline at 1-
800-701-0710 and see if your chil-

dren can get coverage,” Mrs. Stender
said.

Depending on a family’s eligibil-
ity, NJ FamilyCare includes free or
low cost coverage for annual check-
ups, immunizations, doctor visits,
hospitalization, lab tests, prescrip-
tions and glasses, as well as dental.

It is estimated that six out of 10
families with children who are eli-
gible for free or low-cost insurance
do not enroll in these programs be-
cause they are unaware of their eligi-
bility, she said.

“If you have friends or relatives
who are struggling financially to get
health care for their children, please
tell them about NJ FamilyCare,” said
Asw. Stender. “Good health is a won-
derful gift for any child.”

To obtain an application form and
get additional information, call the
NJ FamilyCare hotline at 1-800-701-
0710, or contact Asw. Stender’s of-
fice at (908) 668-1900.

Fanwood Dems Host Pizza
With Candidates on Sept. 14
FANWOOD — The Committee to

Elect Donna Dolce and Dave Valian
will host an informal campaign kick-
off and fundraiser in support of
Fanwood’s Democratic candidates for
borough council on Thursday, Sep-
tember 14.

 The event will be held from 6 to
8 p.m., upstairs at the Sun Tavern,
15 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
suggested donation is $35 per per-
son.

“This is an opportunity for Fanwood
residents to meet and talk with Donna
Dolce and Dave Valian, our candi-
dates for borough council in the No-
vember 7 general election,” said
Councilman Bruce Walsh, acting-
chairman of the Fanwood Democratic
Committee.

“In addition, we’ll be joined by two
other Fanwood neighbors, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender, our candidate
for Congress in the Seventh Congres-

sional District, and Freeholder Al
Mirabella, who is running for re-elec-
tion to the Union County freeholder
board.”

Ms. Dolce is currently president of
the Fanwood Borough Council. She
was first elected to the council in
2003. She is chief executive officer of
the Washington Rock Girl Scout
Council and is an active member of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club.

 Mr. Valian is vice president of op-
erations for Petro Plastics in Garwood.

A commodities trader, he is also an
active volunteer as a coach with the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, the
SPF Baseball Association, and SPF
PAL football.

For further information, visit
fanwooddems.com or write to the can-
didates at P.O. Box 163, Fanwood
07023; or call Bill Populus at (908)
789-7577.

America: It’s Your Duty to
Display Flag on Sept. 11

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Monday, September 11, 2006,
the American flag should be displayed
outside of every home, apartment,
office and store in the United States
of America. Every person should
make it their duty to display the Ameri-
can flag on this fifth anniversary of
our country’s worst tragedy. We do
this in honor of those who lost their
lives on September 11, their families,
friends and loved ones who continue
to endure the pain, and those who
today are fighting at home and abroad
to preserve our cherished freedoms.

In the days, weeks and months fol-
lowing September 11, our country
was bathed in American flags as citi-
zens mourned the incredible losses
and stood shoulder-to-shoulder
against terrorism of all kinds.

Take a moment and think back to
how you felt on September 11 and let
those sentiments guide you. Ameri-
cans should fly the American flag
year-round, however, for those who
don’t, then make it a priority on this
day. God Bless America.

DeMolay to Hold Oct.
Open House in WF

WESTFIELD – The Union Chap-
ter Order of DeMolay is holding an
open house party for prospective
members on October 4 from 7:30
until 9 p.m. at the Atlas Pythagorus
Masonic Lodge at 1011 Central Av-
enue, Westfield. Parents are encour-
aged to bring their sons to meet the
members of this fraternal organiza-
tion and learn about the activities and
opportunities available. Refreshments
will be served.

DeMolay is a premier youth orga-
nization founded in 1919 that is dedi-
cated to preparing young men to lead
successful, happy and productive
lives. Basing its approach on timeless
principles and practical hands-on ex-
perience, DeMolay opens doors for
young men ages 12 to 21 by develop-
ing their civic awareness, personal
responsibility and leadership skills
so vitally needed in society today.
DeMolay combines this serious mis-
sion with a fun approach that builds
important bonds of friendship among
its members.

All young man who might be inter-
ested are invited to be escorted to the
open house on October 4. An RSVP is
suggested.

Please call Leslie Yuhasz at (732)
969-9479 or send an email to
LJYRRT@aol.com.

Filming Set Saturday in
Downtown Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation advises that there will be a
TV show filming in downtown Scotch
Plains on Saturday afternoon, Sep-
tember 9. Mr. “T” of A-Team fame is
doing a cooking segment. The crew
will be filming at the Farmers Market
and at John’s Meat Market. The film-
ing crew will park their vans in the
last row of the parking lot by the
library to limit any disruption.

Please plan accordingly if you are
coming into town that day or if you
have a business in the area. Tell your
customers about the filming.

For more information, please call
Lisa Mohn at Apple Blossom Flower
Shop at (908) 322-4999.

Scotch Plains Republicans
Announce Campaign Team

SCOTCH PLAINS — Former
Mayor Bill McClintock and now
chairman of the Scotch Plains Re-
publican Committee has announced
the campaign team for the  2006 Town-
ship Council Candidates Nancy
Malool, Carolyn Sorge, and Rich
Duthie.

“As with past elections, this will
once again be a team effort. In addi-
tion to having outstanding candidates
with solid municipal government ex-
perience, we have assembled an all-
star group to organize the campaign
and lead us to victory in November,”
said Mr. McClintock. “Serving on
the committee will be Mayor Martin
Marks, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato, Councilman Frank Rossi,
former Mayor Joan Papen, and Brian
Doyle as campaign manager. As Frank
Rossi is retiring from the township
council this year, we all felt it was
appropriate to name him as the hon-
orary chairman of the campaign com-
mittee,” Mr. McClintock said.

Mr. Rossi will be leaving the town-
ship council this year after serving
seven years, two of which as Deputy
Mayor. Born and raised in Scotch
Plains, Mr. Rossi had also served on
the Fanwood Borough Council be-
fore relocating back to his home-
town.

“I’m flattered that my colleagues
have named me honorary chairman
of the campaign. It has been a real
privilege to have served my commu-
nity as a councilman for seven years
and it is with mixed feelings that I
leave the township council this year.
I have the utmost respect for those
with whom I have served and a par-
ticular appreciation for Municipal
Manager Tom Atkins and his staff
who are shining examples of how

municipal government ought to
work,” Mr. Rossi said.

Mr. Rossi continued, “This year,
the Republican party is putting forth
a well-qualified and dedicated group
of candidates. It has been a pleasure
to serve with Councilwomen Nancy
Malool and Carolyn Sorge over the
last four years. They were my run-
ning mates in the 2002 election and it
has been wonderful to see them excel
as elected officials and leaders in the
community. Many of the accomplish-
ments we have realized in Scotch
Plains are attributable to their leader-
ship and tenacity.

I am particularly pleased that Rich
Duthie has been selected to assume
my place on the ticket. Rich is a good
family man, a professional, and one
who has already served his commu-
nity with positions on the Board of
Trustees of the YMCA, as an officer
and coach in the Youth Baseball As-
sociation, and as a member of our
zoning board.”

“As with past years, the distinct
difference between our candidates and
their opponents is municipal govern-
ment experience and broad volunteer
service. Nancy, Carolyn and Rich have
all taken it upon themselves to volun-
teer and then serve on the various
boards and committees in Scotch
Plains government prior to seeking
elected office. They have really dem-
onstrated their commitment to the
betterment of Scotch Plains. That kind
of experience is invaluable in prepa-
ration for being a member of the
Scotch Plains Township Council and
past history is indicative of what can
happen without it,” Mr. Rossi said.

Mr. McClintock said, “Scotch
Plains will truly miss Frank Rossi on
the township council, however our
committee backs his sentiments 100
percent. We have three have proven
leaders in Nancy Malool, Carolyn
Sorge and Rich Duthie, and we have
every confidence that they will con-
tinue to serve our residents with dis-
tinction.”

Community FoodBank
Receives Donations

HILLSIDE — Wal-Mart Stores,
Inc. has donated four truckloads of
food to the Community FoodBank of
New Jersey. The food included pro-
tein-rich items such as hearty soups
and stews, tuna, and peanut butter
that are rarely donated, according to a
FoodBank spokesman.

Wal-Mart associates from stores in
Union and Linden were on hand to
help charities load their vehicles with
food on September 6.

The FoodBank is located at 31
Evans Terminal Road in Hillside. For
more information, call (908) 355-
3663. For directions, see
www.njfoodbank.org.

Rotary To Collect Used Bikes
For Developing Nations

WESTFIELD – The annual
Westfield Rotary Club used bicycle
collection will be held Saturday, Sep-
tember 16, 9 a.m. to noon at the Board
of Education administration build-
ing, 302 Elm Street, corner of Walnut
Street.

Rotarian Warren Rorden, who is
chairman of the event, said, “In the
developing countries of Latin
America, Africa and the Pacific Is-
lands a reconditioned castoff bike
can provide reliable transportation
for commuting to work, and a mode
for transporting produce to markets
or accessing health care and other
services.”

Rotary’s response to this need for
bicycles since 1996 in conjunction

with the non-profit program, Pedals
for Progress, and the generosity of
the community, has led to the collec-
tion of more than 1,100 bicycles.
Anyone with a used adult or children’s
bicycle in repairable condition is
urged to donate it to this worthy cause.

Pedals for Progress ships the bi-
cycles to 15 counties where they are
reconditioned by partner agencies and
distributed to poor working adults.

“Donations for shipping costs are
also encouraged. The average cost is
$30 to collect, process, ship, rebuild
and distribute a bike,” said Mr.
Rorden. “A donation of $10 per bi-
cycle is suggested and all cash and
material donations are fully eligible
for tax deduction.”

According to the press release,
Pedals for Progress collects an aver-
age of 11,000 bicycles annually. It
has shipped more than 100,000 bi-
cycles and spare parts equal to $10
million to 20 developing countries.

For further information, please call
Mr. Rorden at (908) 233-6607 or
232-6807.

SEEKING YOUR VOTE...Scotch Plains GOP Council Candidates Nancy Malool,
Carolyn Sorge and Rich Duthie prepare for the campaign.

Get Your Heating System
Ready for Winter

PSE&G customers can call the util-
ity, 24-hours a day, seven days a week
at (800) 350-PSEG (7734) to arrange
for help from an appliance service
technician.


