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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Union County Championship

After grabbing the title at the Cougar
Invitational with a team score of 105.575
on October 13, the 13th-ranked
Westfield High School gymnastics team
did what it knew it could do by captur-
ing the Union County crown with a
team total of 105.6 at Union High School
on October 21. Union finished second
in the team scoring with a 102.625 total
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood finished
sixth at 96.075.

Last year, Union with a 106.3 total
out-dueled the Dayton-Brearley girls
who totaled 103.675. Westfield fin-
ished fifth with a score of 101.175.

The Blue Devils last won the county
title in 2003.

Blue Devil freshman Jenna
Rodrigues and senior Claire
Macdonald both finished in the top
six in the All-Around that was won by
standout Danielle Scott of Union who
had a 36.725. Rodrigues placed sec-
ond All-Around with a total of 36.125
and won her favorite event, the floor
exercise, with a fine score 9.325. She
also tied for third with Dayton-
Brearley’s Andie Sablosky in the vault
with a score of 9.25, placed fifth on
the uneven bars at 8.5 and took sixth
on the balance beam with a 9.05.

Macdonald placed second on the
beam with a great score of 9.3 behind
Union’s Jessica Greenwald who
scored a 9.375. She also took sixth on
the floor with an 8.625 and sixth on
the unevens with an 8.25. Blue Devil
Lacy Cummings placed fifth on the
beam with a 9.15.

TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield (W) 105.6, 2. Union (U)

102.625, 3. AL Johnson (J) 99.275, 4.
Cranford (C) 99.1, 5. Dayton-Brearley
(D) 98.275, 6. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) 96.075, 7. Elizabeth (E) 32.7

TOP VAULT:
1. Danielle Scott (U) & Jenny

Buontempo (C) 9.3
TOP UNEVEN BARS:

1. Scott (U) 9.25
TOP BALANCE BEAM:

1. Jessica Greenwald (U) 9.375
TOP FLOOR EXERCISE:

1. Jenna Rodrigues (W) 9.325
TOP ALL-AROUND:

1. Scott (U) 36.725

SPF Ice Hockey Sets
Mini Golf Fundraiser
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School (SPFHS) Homecoming week-
end events will begin with a benefit
for the SPF Ice Hockey program at
the new mini golf course at Scotch
Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.
Half of all gate receipts will go sup-
port the JV and Varsity Ice Hockey
teams, which are the only sport or
club at SPFHS that receive no fund-
ing from the Board of Education.

Admission before 6 p.m. is $4 for
seniors and children 16-and-under.
Adults are $6. After 6 p.m., admis-
sion is $5 and $7, respectively. The
mini gold course opens at 10 a.m. and
closes at 10 p.m.

This first annual fundraising event
will help provide funding for coaches,
transportation, uniforms and ice time
for the two teams. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Parks and Recreation De-
partment will cosponsor the event.

The Raider Varsity Ice Hockey
Team will be playing at Union Sports
Arena, located on Route 22 West in
Union. The first home game is sched-
uled for December 3. For more infor-
mation, please contact the SPF Ice
Hockey Association by emailing
baucons35@comcast.net.

See picture on page 19.

Soccer Raiders Jar
Lady Kardinals, 1-0
The No. 13, 13-1 Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School girls soccer
team jarred No. 15 Kearny, 1-0, in
Kearny on October 19. Raider Col-
leen LaForge fired in a through ball
from Allie Hambleton. Lauren
Mains recorded her seventh save
and made 11 saves.

Now We’ll See True Colors
Of the WHS Football Team

The leaves are changing colors and
falling. The annual “fall back” chang-
ing of the clock is this weekend, mean-
ing it will be getting dark an hour
earlier. The temperatures on the
Weather Channel show nothing over
59 degrees for the next 10 days (at
least). It is the best time of the year,
the time some WHS football teams in
the past have won some historic and
legendary games.

This year’s team will not get to win
any historic or legendary games. But
it can still change the course of
people’s perception of WHS football.
The team had shown some major
progress over the first five games
before getting drubbed by Elizabeth
last Saturday. (WHS did double
Elizabeth’s total of rushing yards, but
allowed touchdowns on an intercep-
tion return, a fumble return and a
kickoff return. Ouch!) There are four
games left in the season. The current
record is 2-4 with upcoming games
against Shabazz, Scotch Plains, an
opponent to be named, and Plainfield.

Is The Den’s preseason prediction
of six victories possible? Let’s take a
look at the possibilities.

Saturday: Malcolm X Shabazz is
1-5 and lost last Friday to Cranford.
The series, which started in 1997, is
tied 4-4.

Nov. 4: Scotch Plains is a solid 4-2,
with a solid line and outstanding line-
backers. This is the big game of the
season for both teams, and has been
since the teams started meeting regu-

larly in 1961. WHS leads the series
34-11-2, but SP-F has won the last
four meetings.

Nov. 11: The unknown opponent as
of today will most likely be a team
with a similar record to WHS, maybe
Bayonne, Bridgewater, Columbia,
Edison or Franklin, and most likely it
will be at Kehler Stadium. But if WHS
wins out, or takes three of four, it could
earn one of the eight playoff spots, and
it’d be way more fun, and proof that
the program is truly on the way back,
to play Phillipsburg, North Hunterdon
or Woodbridge on Nov. 11.

Nov. 26: And Plainfield is a very
disappointing 1-6, though records
usually don’t mean much in the an-
nual Thanksgiving game. WHS leads
the series 50-44-7, but Plainfield has
won the past three games.

So you do the math. Either 6-4 or 5-
5 (depending on the SP-F result)
seems possible. The question is, does
a team with talented seniors like Will
Harbaugh, Santo Nardi, Ryan Yarusi,
Sean Ferro, George Cornell, Jack
Meagher, Joe Schurig, J.T. Sheehan,
Mike Henry, Tyrell Simmons, C.J.
Patella, Matt Ince, Tom Bonard, Mark
Boyd and outstanding underclassmen
like John Dugan, Scott Newman,
Ryan Scanlon, Eddie Simmons,
Malcolm Allen, Tom Wansaw, John
DiIorio, and Ricardo Johnson have
what it takes to shake off the Eliza-
beth loss, play to its potential and win
out to finish at 6-4?

SOCCER ‘D’ELIGHTFUL
Both the boys and girls soccer teams

have been on a nice roll, and they’ve
both done it with defense.

The boys’ turnaround came follow-
ing a 5-0 loss to Kearny. Veteran coach
George Kapner decided to shake things
up, moving senior captain Chris Mattes
back to sweeper, and that one move
has produced seven straight victories,
including Saturday’s 2-1 come-from-
behind win over Union Catholic in the
Union County Tournament
quarterfinals. The win was especially
sweet because U.C. had knocked WHS
out of the last two county tourna-
ments. Westfield gets Union in the
UCT semifinals Saturday, 8 p.m., in

Elizabeth.
Kapner’s crew has allowed just 16

goals in 17 games (through Monday)
and is 10-5-2 into yesterday’s home
game against Scotch Plains. Kapner
now has 795 career coaching victo-
ries, so a deep run into states could get
him to the amazing 800 total this fall.

In addition to Mattes, the defense
includes Nick Barba and Kevin
Hennessey, Jimmy McManus and
goalies Mike Lessner and Adam Fine
(filling in for injured ’keeper Greg
O’Brien).

Coach Katie Wertheimer’s girls team
has been even more stingy, allowing
just nine goals in 15 games. Goalie
Claire Bennett has been had posted
five shutouts in a row before Saturday’s
3-1 victory over Summit in the UCT
quarterfinals. The key in the back is
Jillian Kape, who not only is terrific at
stopping the other team but is quick on
turnarounds and attacking herself.

The girls, who had a huge game
yesterday against Scotch Plains, play
Cranford in the UCT semifinals Sat-
urday, 5 p.m., at Linden.

GYMNASTICS UPDATE
The blend of veterans (Claire

MacDonald) and youth (Jenna
Rodrigues and Kelsey Greenfield) has
made the WHS gymnastics team one
of the state’s best. The girls have been
scoring consistently in the 105’s, and
that was more than enough for them to
easily capture the Union County Tour-
nament last weekend. It was their first
UCT win since 2003, and the 10th in
school history. Next up is the sectionals,
which WHS hasn’t won since its four-
year sweep (1998-2001), when the
Caravello sisters, Jessica and Lauren,
were doing their thing.

CHEREWICH HONORED
When Shaun Cherewich came to

WHS in 1976, he was hired as an
English teacher and assistant football
coach. But he also had a passion for
lacrosse and his constant barrage of
letters soon got a club lacrosse pro-
gram started, and eventually a youth
league in town. In 1978, lacrosse be-
came a varsity sport at WHS and
within 10 years WHS was a state
power. The 1986 and ’87 teams won
state championships. This in a town
where, prior to Cherewich’s arrival,
lacrosse to most people was probably
nothing more than a bunch of Indians
running around in the old Mazola
Corn Oil commercials on TV.

During Cherewich’s often-stormy
19-plus years as the lacrosse coach,
WHS posted a 208-118 record, and
had a slew of all-state and all-Ameri-
can players, starting with Dan Gilday
in 1984. It is a true measure of
Cherewich’s legacy that five of his
former players – Tom Castellone

(Class of ’78), Mark Ciarrocca (’78),
Shawn Flaherty (’81), Chris Aslanian
(’85) and Rob Schmalz (’86) — took
the time to attend his recent induction
into the Elmwood Park/East Paterson
High School Hall of Fame.

OUT OF STATE UPDATE
Anybody own a personal jet that can

take me from Newark (after the WHS-
Shabazz game) out to Massillon, Ohio,
by 2 p.m.? The Tigers kept their play-
off hopes alive with a 65-6 win over
Cincinnati Western Hills and have to
beat unbeaten archrival Canton
McKinley (expect 22,000-plus crazed
loonies at Paul Brown Tiger Stadium)
to have any shot at the playoffs. … In
Pennsylvania, Neshaminy took a 29-7
drubbing at North Penn, but can still
qualify for districts with wins over
Bensalem and Pennsbury.

THE PLACE TO BE
The Union County Volleyball Tour-

nament finals will be held in the WHS
gymnasium tomorrow afternoon, and
the joint should be rockin’. WHS
played Cranford in the semifinals
yesterday and the winner would face
the Union-Union Catholic survivor
in the title match.

If you haven’t been to a volleyball,
go check it out. Coach Bev Torok’s
team is among the best in the state,
when it’s on its game. Anna Koehler,
the Roudebush sisters, Caroline
Fallon, Molly Williams and Tara Daly
are a veteran group and took a 19-3
record into yesterday’s game with
Cranford, who they’d already beaten
twice by 2-1 margins.

MUST READING
If you’re a high school sports fan

(and since you’re reading the Devil’s
Den, you must be), you have to check
out Frank Deford’s Viewpoint piece on
SI.com titled “No Athlete Left Behind.”
It’s about how high school sports are
changing, and not necessarily for the
better, with movies and TV shows and
reality TV shows. He’s right on target.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
Even though she allowed a goal

(gasp!), this week’s free sub at
Westfield Subs (261 South Ave.) goes
to Claire Bennett, the outstanding
goalie of the WHS girls soccer team.
After posting five straight shutouts
(and nine total), she was finally beaten
for a goal in Saturday’s 3-1 victory
over Summit.

Word from Al the Owner is that
former Devils of the Week Lane
Maloney and Ricardo Johnson have
yet to stop by for their free subs.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in the Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
notesy items at bj1019@aol.com. GO
DEVILS!

Devil of the Week
Claire Bennett

Girls soccer
(See below)

Soccer Raiders Blank
Oak Knoll Girls in UCT

The top-seeded, 13-1-1 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team blanked Oak Knoll, 3-0,
in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament in Berkeley
Heights on October 21. Raychel
Kruper, on an assist from Allie
Hambleton, scored the first goal. Af-
ter an own goal, Molly Meehan, as-
sisted by Lauren Weisbrod, scored
the third goal. Lauren mains recorded
her eighth shutout.

Soccer Devils Defeat
Viking Boys in UCT

The fourth-seeded, 9-5-2 Westfield
High School boys soccer team de-
feated Union Catholic, 2-1, in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Elizabeth on October
21. Senior Chris Mattes, off an assist
from Roberto Olivares, scored with
five minutes remaining in the game
then converted a feed from Nick Barba
for the victory. Gabriel Avans scored
in the first half for the 9-3-1 Vikings.

Soccer Devils Level
Summit Girls in UCT
The second-seeded, 12-3 Westfield

High School girls soccer team leveled
10th-seeded, 7-8-1 Summit, 3-1, in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament in Berkeley Heights on
October 21. Corrine Parkinson netted
two goals and Erin McCarthy scored
once. Claire Bennett stopped six shots.
Alex Reid scored for Summit.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SP-F RAIDER GYMNASTS…The Raider gymnastics team relaxes before com-
petition at the Cougar Invitational. The Raiders have a large group of youthful
gymnasts.

CRANFORD $479,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $674,900

WESTFIELD $649,900 SCOTCH PLAINS $850,000

WESTFIELD $2,000,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,900

Spacious and welcoming!  Eight room, 2.5 bath home in Brookside
School district is awaiting your personal touches.  Secluded and
charming location.  Come take a peek at this Cranford jewel.

Come see this beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial/
Split Level in Mountainside bordering on Westfield and close to
shopping and NYC transportation.

Super Split Level!  Wonderful, move-in condition home with a
nice open floor plan.  This home has been very well cared for and
will please the fussiest buyer.  Seller has relocated and will listen to
all offers.

Wonderful location!  Four Bedroom Colonial with new granite
Kitchen, island, stainless appliances and sliders leading to a large
Brazilian hardwood deck.  Hardwood floors, crown and dentil mold-
ings and more.

Beautifully renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Split with 2-car garage.
This immaculate home features new windows, siding, front steps,
all stainless steel appliances, granite countertops, hardwood floors
renovated, new bathrooms and more.  This sound home is better
than new.

Completion nears!  Coming soon!  A brand new creation from the
Primavera collection of custom designs.  Each and every sumptuous
home fairly shimmers with its own unique incandescent vibrancy.  In-
comparable, top-of-the-line features as always, are standard of course.


