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Letters to the Editor
By GOP Candidate for Freeholder Patricia Quattrocchi

Political Campaign Signs
Political signs are popping up along the

roadways around the state, and over the
course of the next week or so, more will
appear. Driving down some of the major
arteries in the county, it occurred to me that
the lines of signs were reminiscent of an
American marketing tool first developed
in the 1920’s, the Burma Shave signs.

Now, I do realize that most of the people
reading this have never seen the Burma
Shave signs as they were last erected in
1965, but for 40 years they dotted the land-
scape around the county and helped bring a
failing men’s grooming company to finan-
cial stability. Though I have always found
the political sign competition to be a pain in
the “you-know-what,” the quest for the best
placement, or which candidate has more
signs than the other, does however, appear
to be a necessary evil of the political cam-
paign season. Like the Burma Shave mar-

keting signs, the blue and white signs for our
campaign are intended to assist us in our
pursuit to bring about financial stability, in
our case to Union County.

The current Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has raised county taxes 51 percent
since the year 2000, not including the
separate Open Space tax. This has been
determined by information found in the
freeholders own budget publication this
year. It cannot help but be noticed that our
opponents, sitting freeholders, Scanlon,
Mirabella and Holmes, have chosen to
stay away from the tax issue. In fact during
this campaign season, they haven’t men-
tioned it much, if at all. Rather, they have
loaded their campaign materials with how
they are spending the residents hard-earned
tax dollars, some endeavors undeniably
are commendable, others totally unneces-
sary. It seems to me that there is absolutely
no justification for the annual increases
levied on the county residents, and I don’t
know of any taxpayer who has realized a
corresponding 51 percent increase in their
incomes during this same timeframe.

In short, it is no surprise that the resi-
dents of Union County are now finan-
cially hemorrhaging as a direct result of a
board that just doesn’t get it, or worse yet,
has deliberately chosen not to.

The Democratic Freeholder candidate’s
signs will be sprouting up like mushrooms
as well, and as Election Day draws closer,
more and more will appear on lawns and
along the sides of the through fares in an
effort to catch, not only your eye, but your
vote. The GOP team of Quattrocchi,
Mortimer and Barabas want to remind
county voters that our blue and white signs
represent financial reform and stability,
while those of our opponents stand for run
away spending of your money.

Borrowing a rhyme from Burma Shave,
remember: “If you don’t know whose
signs these are, you can’t have driven
very far.” – “For fiscal responsibility, you
too have a say. Vote Republican on Elec-
tion Day.” Corny, but cute.

To learn more about the GOP candi-
dates for Union County Freeholder, visit
www.unioncountygop.org.

By FW GOP for Council Andrew MacDonald

Mayor Misstates Fanwood Facts
I must say that I am flattered that Mayor

Colleen Mahr has taken the time from her
various photo-ops to attack me in her
recent missive (October 20 letter to the
editor). Some number of years ago, the
late Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan
stated during a debate, “You are entitled
to your own opinion, but you are not
entitled to your own facts.” Such is the
case with the mayor’s letter.

The mayor begins by speaking of two
groundbreaking ceremonies along South
Avenue. She goes on to attribute to me
points of view regarding development
and the horrendous misuse of eminent
domain that are plain, flat-out wrong. I
am particularly appalled that she stated
that I favor some kind of eminent domain
which has never been part of any plan
proposed by anyone – except as a scare
tactic of Mayor Mahr.

She ridicules my use of the term, “lack
of progress.” Okay, you can be the judge.
Colleen Mahr and her minions have held
power since January 1, 2004. It took her
two years, nine months and 15 days to put
a shovel in the ground. It is customary for
a builder, at that point, to begin digging
up the earth and laying a foundation. As
of now (Sunday, October 22, 2006), there
is no construction equipment on site, nor
any other sign of construction.

And, according to borough records,
there are no building permits issued. In-
deed, one could hypothesize that the en-
tire photo-op was exactly that, for it cer-
tainly was not a start of a building project,
since you cannot build without a building
permit. By the way, why did these events
occur three weeks before Election Day?

Then, there is the question of my not
being able to attend the photo-op. What
the mayor did not mention is that these
“events” were so hurriedly put together
that the invitations were sent out — by e-

mail only — two days before (Friday for
the Sunday event) and five days before
(Thursday for Tuesday’s event).

Like most people in today’s society,
my schedule is tight. Sunday, I had family
plans already in place and Tuesday, I had
to work. If this was a real ground breaking
and not just a show – where was the
courtesy of giving those who would be
interested decent notice? It is interesting
that the mayor made sure the press was
there, but not the public.

Finally, let me state that Rich Alber
and I will work for the people of this
borough, and we will work with the elected
representatives, all of whom are currently
Democrats. This town is too small for the
silly name-calling and misstatement of
facts that are too frequently a part of the
political discourse.

WF Mayor, Council Need to End
Pension Abuse Here at Home

Ponderosa Teamwork
Was ‘Refreshing’

I am relieved to hear that Mayor Marks
has announced that the county and the town
have come to terms on the future use of the
Ponderosa property on Cooper Road. Just a
few months ago, we were all up in arms
about the prospect of having a zoo at the site
with all the negative impact that such a
facility would bring to a residential area.

Now it appears that we will have a nice
park with extra soccer fields for the youth of
our area. The prospect of creating a senior
center on the property also sounds like a
great idea. It was exciting to see the commu-
nity mobilize against the zoo proposal and
it was fortunate that our township council
members publicly and privately stood up
for our residents and this neighborhood.

Thanks should also be extended to the
county government for hearing our con-
cerns and switching to a well-received
“Plan B.” With all the negativity associ-
ated with government these days, it is
refreshing to see two levels of govern-
ment work well with each other and their
constituents for a positive outcome.

Maria C. Sartor
Scotch Plains

I read with great interest Frank Arena’s
letter to the editor in the October 19
edition of The Westfield Leader. In that
letter, Mr. Arena criticizes Fourth Ward
Councilman Tom Bigosinski and Third
Ward Councilman David Haas, who he
claims “feared the wrath of party bosses”
at the prior week’s meeting of the town
council.

I personally attended the October 10,
2006 council meeting. I think it was clear
that Mr. Bigosinski and Mr. Haas were
the only elected officials present who
made real proposals to reduce wasteful
spending in Westfield. While disapprov-
ing of Governor Corzine’s tax scheme
with respect to municipal services, both
Mr. Bigosinski and Mr. Haas urged their
fellow council members to take matters
into their own hands rather than playing
the blame game. The points made by Mr.
Bigosinski and Mr. Haas are simple: Let’s
fix what we can fix, starting with pension
abuse.

Unfortunately, pension abuse is alive
and well right here in Westfield. Pension
abuse has burdened the taxpayers of this
town for years, and – until the issue was
first raised by Mr. Bigosinski and Mr.
Haas this past January – its impact has
been entirely ignored by the mayor and
town council. Of course, neither Mr. Arena
nor any member of the town council ad-
dressed Mr. Bigosinski or Mr. Haas’ com-
ments about the proliferation of pension
abuse in Westfield, which makes one
wonder to whom Mr. Arena is referring
when he talks about “fear[ing] the wrath
of party bosses.”

What is pension abuse, and what im-
pact does it have on Westfield? The state
pension system exists to provide retire-
ment security to public employees who
dedicate their careers to public employ-
ment, such as school teachers, public
works employees, bus drivers, etc. The
state’s pension system is under funded by
$12.1 billion – which obviously jeopar-
dizes the retirement income of deserving
state employees – but nonetheless the
Westfield Town Council has for years
seen fit to reward part-time-attorney em-
ployees, such as the town attorney, board
of adjustment attorney, planning board
attorney, public defender and prosecutor,
with enrollment in the state’s pension
system.

In 2005, Acting Governor Codey com-
missioned a Benefits Review Task Force,
which set forth specific recommenda-
tions for addressing the enormous pen-
sion fund deficiency. Among its conclu-
sions: “The pension system was meant
for career employees. Abuses by the po-
litically well-connected are more than
simply inappropriate; they erode the in-
tegrity of the system.” The Westfield
mayor (Republican) and town council
(Republican majority) could end local
pension abuse by simply changing how
part-time municipal attorneys are com-

pensated, or putting those lucrative posi-
tions out for bid. Instead, they have not
made any changes despite being urged to
do so 10 months ago by Mr. Bigosinski
and Mr. Haas.

Westfield taxpayers would be inter-
ested to know that the Westfield town
attorney – who has been appointed each
of the last five years to this no-bid part-
time position, and is a recipient of that
undeserved pension – was for many years
the chairman of the Westfield Republi-
can Party. He is also a member of the
New Jersey Republican State Commit-
tee, and his “day job” is as a partner at an
approximately 700-attorney law firm.
Apparently, our town council – save for
Mr. Bigosinski and Mr. Haas – feels he
also needs you (the Westfield taxpayer)
to provide him and other part-time town
attorneys with additional retirement se-
curity.

This outrageous practice – which Gov-
ernor Corzine and many state legisla-
tors, including State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., have specifically decried – creates
the need for what Mr. Arena refers to as
Trenton’s “latest tax grab.” So, when
you look at your rising property tax bill
and wonder who is to blame, save some
room for the Republican mayor and coun-
cil members and their historic practice of
diverting your tax dollar to their local
superheroes. I hope that the mayor and
other members of the town council will
join Mr. Bigosinski and Mr. Haas in
their efforts to end this pension abuse
now.

Matthew Sontz
Westfield

State Insurance Program
Honors Local Volunteers

TRENTON – The State Health In-
surance Assistance Program (SHIP)
last week honored its volunteer coun-
selors for helping consumers learn
about and enroll in the new Medicare
Prescription Drug benefit program –
also known as Part D.

SHIP is a statewide program cre-
ated in 1987 and sponsored by the
New Jersey Department of Health and
Senior Services with major funding
from the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services. It
provides free help to New Jersey Medi-
care beneficiaries who have problems
with, or questions about, their health
insurance. Counseling is provided by
volunteers trained in the areas of health
insurance coverage and benefits af-
fecting Medicare beneficiaries.

SHIP counselors in New Jersey re-
corded more than 18,500 hours of ser-
vice that included one-on-one counsel-

ing sessions, publicized enrollment
events and presentations to various clubs
and at senior centers and health fairs.

Union County SHIP counselors hon-
ored during the ceremony were: Shirley
Brown and Patricia Walsh of Westfield,
Ed Evans of Scotch Plains, Richard
Loberfeld of Fanwood, Debra
Greenberg and Marvin Greenberg of
Cranford, Fran Bower, Suzanne Lyon,
John McDonnell and Saul Spivack of
Summit, Joseph Groder of Spring-
field, Jessica Harvey Martinez of Eliza-
beth and Ruth Steisel of Hillside.

Medicare beneficiaries seeking as-
sistance from SHIP can visit
statenj.us/health/senior/ship.shtml or
call the program’s toll-free number at
1-800-792-8820. Individuals needing
one-on-one counseling should call
their county coordinator to set up an
appointment. The Union County co-
ordinator, SAGE Eldercare, can be
reached at (908) 273-6999.

for complete election
coverage and to vote in the

goleader election poll:

goleader.com/06election

Driving Impatience
Causes Accidents

This letter is for the McGinn School
parent who honked at me today. She
honked because she decided she (in her
full-size SUV) was a better judge than I of
whether or not my 1993 Honda Civic was
capable of pulling out onto Martine Av-
enue in front of the non-stop stream of
cars speeding at me.

In the interest of not causing an acci-
dent, and perhaps incurring physical in-
jury to others, or myself I ignored her
honk and waited until I decided it was
safe to go.

Is this the worst experience I’ve had
recently on our ever-more-crowded roads?
Of course not. But it is indicative of the
impatience that is causing accidents, in-
juries and, sometimes, deaths.

Rosemarie McCallion
Fanwood

ALL STORES OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420
ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND

PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Oct. 25
thru Tues., Nov. 7, 2006. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the
event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

®

Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Sutter Home
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT 899

Fox Horn
ALL
TYPES 499

Debit
Card

ShopRite

VODKA

CANADIANImperia 2699

TEQUILA

1.5 L

Yellow Tail
ALL TYPES
(EXC.
RESERVES) 1199

Absolut
REG. OR FLAVORS

Ketel One
REG. OR CITROEN 3599

Svedka 1999

Crystal 999
1.75 L

RUM
GIN

Ruffino

1.5 L

2949
1.75 L

Lowest
Price of 
the Year

Lowest
Price of 
the Year

Chivas Regal
12 YR. Old Scotch

4909
1.75 L

PRICE
BREAK

Wolfschmidt
Vodka

1301

BRANDY

1.75 L

Sailor Jerry
SPICED RUM 2599

1.75 L

Bacardi
LT. OR GOLD 1999

1.75 L

Black
Velvet 1399

Crown
Royal 4199

Ron Romero
LT. OR DARK 1299

1.75 L

John Begg 1599

Macallan
12 YR OLD SINGLE MALT 3599

1.75 L1.75 L

1.75 L

DiLupo
CHIANTI RISERVA 999

750
ML

M&R Asti 909
750
ML

Concannon
LIMITED RELEASE
ALL TYPES 1099

Jacob’s Creek
Reserve ALLTYPES 1099

1.75 L
PRICE
BREAK

Baileys
Irish Cream & Flavors

1709
750 ML

Bombay
SAPPHIRE 3599

Hendrick’s 3199
1 L

1.75 L

Gilbey’s 1399

1.75 L

750
ML

SCOTCH

Olifant 1999

ALL 750 MLS

•Cabernet  . . . .2199

•Merlot  . . . . . . . .1999

• Chardonnay  . .1499

Almaden
•CHABLIS  •RHINE
•BLUSH
•GOLDEN CHABLIS
•BURGUNDY 1099

5 L
BOX

•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WHITE ZINFANDEL 1299

5 L
BOX

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT
25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2 3 4
5 6 7

Prices effective: 10/25 thru 11/7/06
Oct/Nov. 2006

DiLupo
Alto Adige
PINOT GRIGIO

750
ML

Goosehorn
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY 799

750
ML

Piper Heidsieck
•BRUT
•X-DRY 2999

750
ML

Knob Creek
SOUR MASH 2699

Evan Williams
SOUR MASH 1799

750
ML

750
ML

Speyburn
10 YR OLD SINGLE MALT1999

750
ML

Sutter Home
WT. ZINFANDEL 609

ALL 750 MLS

Folonari
•BARDOLINO  •SOAVE
•VALPOLICELLA
•PINOT GRIGIO 999

Minini
•PINOT GRIGIO
•MONTEPULCIANO 899

Carlo Rossi
•GENERICS
•VARIETALS 999

1.5 L

1.5 L

Opici
HOMEMADE
BARBERONE 1199

4 L

4 L

CK Mondavi
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT 1099

1.5 L

Rosenblum
“CUVEE” ZINFANDEL 999

750
ML

Moselland
Riesling 999

750
ML

Inniskillin Vidal
ICE WINE 3999

750
ML

1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 CROWN 1599

Jameson
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Jack Daniels 3699
1.75 L

E&J 1699
1.75 L

Sauza
EX. GOLD OR WHITE 2999

Corazon
1.75 L

ALL 750 ML

BOURBON

•BLANCO 3399

•REPOSADO         3699

•ANEJO                4299

Chianti Riserva
Ducale Gold Label 2799

Chianti Riserva
Ducale Tan Label 1899

Toscana Il Ducale
Red Label 1599

Alamos
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MALBEC 799

PRICE
BREAK

Santa 
Margherita
PINOT GRIGIO 1899

750
ML

COMPARE & SAVE
➥➥

1299
750
ML

PRICE
BREAK

1799

30-PACK, 12-OZ. CANS 

2299

24-PACK, 12-OZ. LOOSE BOTTLES

•Heineken
•Heineken Light
•Amstel Light

•Budweiser or
Budweiser Light

•Coors or Coors Light
•Miller Genuine Draft
Regular or Light

•Miller Light

1.5 L

Courvoisier
VSOP 2999

750
ML

J&B 2999
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.5 L

Hiram Walker
POMEGRANATE 
SCHNAPPS 999

Jagermeister 3699

1L

Gozio
AMARETTO 1799

750
ML

Cointreau 2999
1L

1.75 L

Caravella
LIMONCELLO 1799

750
ML

CORDIALS

375
ML

Quinta do Noval
ALL 750 ML

•LBV ‘98 . . . . . . . . 1999

•LB . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1599

• Ruby or
Tawny. . . . . . . . . . . . 999

Blackstone
ALL TYPES 899

750
ML

BV Coastal
ALL TYPES 799

750
ML

750
ML

Columbia Crest
2 Vines
•CABERNET 
•CHARDONNAY
•SHIRAZ
•MERLOT 699

750
ML

Merryvale
Starmont

Garwood

Cranford

ShopRite
Fine Wines
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Central Ave

Park Dr.

Central Ave

WESTFIELD 20% OFF ALL 750 ML
French Wines

Buy 1 Bottle or 100 Bottles - No Limit
Excluding advertised or in-store specials. 

Limited to store inventory. No other discounts apply.

(Formerly 
Town

& 
Country 
Liquors)


