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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AUTHORITY DEBATES…Rahway Valley Sewer Authority (RVSA) commis-
sioners Attilio Venturo and Rahway Mayor James Kennedy (foreground left and
right) debate the merits of the City of Linden’s landfill gas proposal. Watching the
exchange are Commissioners Robert Luban, Thomas McHale and Clark Landale,
along with authority Secretary-Treasurer Robert Materna, Office Administrator
Joanne Grimes and Commissioner Joan Papen.

PA Board Authorizes Rail
Projects At Port of NY & NJ
NEWARK – The Port Authority

Board of New York and New Jersey’s
Commissioners have authorized con-
struction of the remaining pieces of the
on-dock rail infrastructure, which will
give the port the ability to handle up to
1.3-million containers a year by rail.

The board authorized an additional
$66 million for the rail program, which
includes final design and construction
of ExpressRail Port Newark and of the
ExpressRail Corbin Street rail support
facility. It will provide capacity to stage,
arrive and depart two-mile-long trains,
and it will integrate rail traffic from the
three on-dock ExpressRail facilities.

The work is projected to be com-
pleted by 2011 and will support previ-
ous projects for on-dock rail terminals
at the Howland Hook Marine Terminal
on Staten Island, Port Newark and the
Elizabeth-Port Authority Marine Ter-
minal, according to the Authority.

The authority’s investment in the rail
program now stands at $530 million.

Authority Chairman Anthony  Coscia
said, “The board recognizes the crucial
need to invest now in the port’s rail
infrastructure so we can efficiently
handle the projected 7-percent annual
growth in international cargo. Upgrad-
ing and expanding our rail facilities is
critical if we are to increase the eco-
nomic benefits and number of jobs that
the port generates.”

Executive Director Kenneth Ringler
Jr. said, “It is prudent that we make this
major investment because it’s a prior-
ity for us to handle greater volumes of
cargo by rail instead of by truck to
allow the port to remain strong and
vibrant. These investments, coupled

with hundreds of millions of dollars we
will invest to deepen harbor channels,
will ensure that our port remains the
leading East Coast destination for in-
ternational shippers.”

A new eight-track rail facility at the
Elizabeth-Port Authority Marine Ter-
minal opened in October 2004, and
construction is underway to add an
additional 10 tracks. ExpressRail Staten
Island is scheduled to commence op-
erations around the end of this year,
restoring freight rail service to Staten
Island after a 15-year hiatus.

 

You’re Invited ! 
 

Open House  

First Congregational Church 
 

Sunday, November 5 

10 a.m. 
Come experience our worship service  
and enjoy the choir and organ music. 

Church school and infant care are provided  
during the service for children of all ages. 

 
Join us for coffee directly following the service.  

Members of the church’s Education, Outreach and Christian 
Invitation boards will be available to answer your questions. 

 

First Congregational Church 

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ   (908) 233-2494     
www.fccofwestfield.org  

 Member, the United Church of Christ 
 

Jesus didn’t turn people away.  Neither do we. 

RVSA Resolves Regulatory
Issues, Questions Proposal

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The regular meeting
of the Raritan Valley Sewerage Author-
ity (RVSA) was held on the evening of
October 19.

Much of the business conducted at
the meeting pertained to increases to
contracts for professional services re-
lated to the authority’s three ongoing
construction projects: the increase in
plant capacity, the cogeneration plant/
sludge drying facility and a new pipe-
line. Most of these cost overruns were
due to unexpected difficulties in ap-
provals, permitting and compliance,
board members said.

The Treatment Works Approval
(TWA) appeals process, which pertains
to the wastewater capacity increase, has
progressed, the board said, with two of
the three issues in the appeal negotiated
to the mutual satisfaction of both the
New Jerey Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) and the RVSA.
Recognizing this progress, Commis-
sioner James Kennedy, who also serves
as mayor of Rahway, introduced a reso-
lution authorizing the formal acceptance
of the agreement. The board approved
the resolution.

The outstanding issue pertains to the
authority’s effort to increase the plant’s
rated capacity from the current 40 mil-
lion gallons per day. A judicial order
mandated the authority increase the
plant’s capacity to 105 million gallons
per day, which cost the authority $148
million.

The appeal of the capacity rating
increase is to be combined with the
ongoing appeal of the authority’s New
Jersey Pollution Discharge Elimina-
tion System (NJPDES) permit.

The authority continues to work to-
wards getting a modified permit for
air quality approved for the addition
of the fourth engine in the cogenera-
tion facility.

The authority discussed a proposal
by the City of Linden that would form
an agreement for the RVSA to pur-
chase methane produced in Linden’s
landfill site. Reports provided by Lin-
den indicated the landfill could provide

523 standard-cubic-feet-per-minute of
methane at a 50-percent concentration
and that the landfill would continue to
supply gas for 10 years.

RVSA Interim Executive Director
Michael Brinker raised concerns with
the impact the measure would have on
an existing five-year “put or pay” agree-
ment with Elizabethtown Gas for a gas
line to supply the new cogeneration
facility. That agreement was put in place
to permit Elizabethtown Gas to justify
the cost of installing a mile of piping to
the cogeneration facility, he said.

Mr. Brinker said that while this gas
might represent a savings of $2 million
at current natural gas costs, much of that
could be offset by costs related to piping
the gas from the site, the need for added
filtration and adjusting blending to com-
pensate for the lower gas quality than
from the authority’s digesters.

Linden claimed to have sent studies
and inquiries previously, but the au-
thority said it was unaware of such
correspondence. Linden had asked for
a response by the end of the week,
commissioners said.

Multiple commissioners expressed
questions about demand for a quick
RVSA response, noting that a mayoral
election was underway. Attilio “Sonny”
Venturo, the commissioner represent-
ing Roselle Park, said of the proposal,
“They don’t know what they have.”

The commissioners voted to discuss
the matter further with Linden and did
not clarify a time frame for implement-
ing an agreement.

A representative from Camp, Dresser
and McKee, a consulting firm hired by
the RVSA, will make a presentation
about privatization and contract opera-
tions of the authority at a mayors’ fo-
rum in November.

Other business included a decision
to sell the former executive director’s
car, a change to the hiring and firing
policy and submission of a late budget
to the state.

The next RVSA meeting will be held
on Monday, November 20, at 8 p.m. in
the boardroom of the RVSA adminis-
tration building at 1050 East Hazelwood
Avenue in Rahway.

Voter League Poses
Questions to Candidates

On November 7, New Jersey voters
will decide an important race for
United States Senator following a
campaign notable for a lack of in-
depth discussion on the issues.

As part of the League of Women
Voters’ efforts to inform and educate
voters, a series of 12 written questions
were posed to the major party candi-
dates on important position and policy
issues including the federal budget
deficit, the federal government’s role
in education and the environment, na-
tional security and civil liberties,
among others. Candidates were in-
formed that comments directed at or
about an opponent would be deleted.

Voters are encouraged to read the
candidates’ responses on the League’s
website, lwvnj.org, or request a writ-
ten copy from the League office by
calling (609) 394-3303. Information
about the three public questions on
the November 7 ballot is also avail-
able. The League encouragesvoters
to inform themselves on the issues
and to vote, at the polls Day or by
absentee ballot.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Menendez Leads Kean
In Monmouth U. Poll

Robert Menendez (D) leads Tom
Kean, Jr. (R), 48-39 percent, in the
latest Monmouth University/New
Jersey Poll released this week. A
Quinnpiac University New Jersey Poll
had Mr. Mendendez, the incumbent,
up 49-45 percent as of their survey
released October 12. On Sunday,
Senator Hillary Clinton of New York
was in Paramus at an event for Mr.
Menendez while Senator John
McCain attended an Edison rally for
Mr. Kean.

State Senate Confirms
Zazzali As Chief Justice

The State Senate on Monday ap-
proved State Supreme Court Justice
James Zazzali, 69, of Rumson as the
new Chief Justice. He replaces Chief
Justice Deborah Poritz, who reached
the mandatory retirement age of 70.
Justice Zazzali will be sworn in later
today to his new post, which he will
serve in for eight months before he
turns 70. He is the first cousin of
Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Ed Zazzali. The Sen-
ate also confirmed Appellate Divi-
sion Justice Helen Hoens, 52, of Bask-
ing Ridge as the new Supreme Court
justice.

Ethics Panel Delays
Decision on Bryant

The State Legislature’s ethics panel
this week delayed action on whether

to investigate whether State Senator
Wayne Bryant (D) used his political
office as chairman of the Senate’s
Budget Committee to gain a no-show,
$35,000 job at the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ), according to Tuesday re-
port in The Asbury Park Press. A
federal investigator has found that
Mr. Bryant used his committee posi-
tion to steer additional funds to
UMDNJ. The ethics panel opted not
to hear the case until determining
whether the probe would interfere
with a continuing investigation by
the office of United States Attorney’s
and New Jersey Attorney General’s
offices.

Merkt Says Convention
Must Be on Spending

State Assemblyman Richard Merkt
(R) of Morris County said in a press
release issued October 19 that if the
state opts to hold a constitutional
convention on property taxes it must
focus on spending issues. “Conven-
ing a constitutional convention is no
guaranteed solution to New Jersey’s
property-tax crisis,” Mr. Merkt said.
“The root cause of high property taxes
lies in fiscally irresponsible behav-
ior.”

Mr. Merkt said so far the only con-
vention proposal considered by the
Legislature was designed so the del-
egates are only allowed to decide
what other taxes to raise to pay for
spending now funded by property
taxes.

Smith Favors Question
On Consolidation

Senator Bob Smith (D), co-chair-
man of the state’s Joint Legislative
Committee on Government Consoli-
dation and Shared Services, issued a
statement following the committee’s
hearing on October 18 regarding pro-
posals for consolidating school dis-
tricts into county-based administra-
tive districts.

“I’m under no delusions in think-
ing that what we’re calling for isn’t
the equivalent of asking schools to
fundamentally change the way they
do business. That’s why I think we
should put any plans to consolidate
government on the ballot, and let the
people decide if they’re willing to go
this route,” he said. “New Jersey suf-
fers under an overburdened, overlap-
ping and inefficient school
system…A straight, apples-to-apples
comparison between New Jersey and
Maryland shows that we spend 2.5
percent per pupil on central adminis-
tration, five times more than Mary-
land, which has county-based dis-
tricts and spends about half of one
percent.”

Westfield Regional Dept.
To Sponsor Health Fair

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department will hold a
health fair at Roselle Park High School
cafeteria, located at 185 West Webster
Avenue, on Saturday, November 18, from
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

A free raffle for a ShopRite Wine and
Spirits gift basket will be held. If available,
flu vaccine will be given. Free health screen-
ings will be given including pulmonary
function testing, oral cancer screenings,
blood pressure screenings, hearing exams,
chiropractic consultation, colorectal blood
screening kits, blood glucose testing with
a1c, massages, anemia screenings,
colorectal screenings kits and lead testing
for children under six years of age.

Blood tests will be available as fol-
lows: chemistry, Lipid Panel and CBC,
$17; TSH, $10; T4, $5; PSA, $30; C-
Reactive Protein, $20; Hepatitis Immu-
nity Titer, $25; Hepatitis C screening,
$25; Urinalysis, $10, and CA-125, $30.

Anyone who wants bloodwork done
must pre-register from Monday, October

30, to Thursday, November 16, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the health department,
located in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing at 425 East Broad Street.

Only residents of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Roselle
Park, Springfield, Summit and Westfield
are eligible for the service.

Free pneumococcal pneumonia vacci-
nations will also be available. Pre-regis-
tration is required. Persons using Medi-
care Part B must bring their cards.

According to the health department,
Pneumococcal Pneumonia vaccine is
given to all adults 65 years of age and
older and those with diabetes mellitus,
chronic pulmonary or cardiac disease,
sickle cell disease, asplenia nephrotic
syndrome, immune problems, alcohol-
ism and chronic liver disease.

Pneumococcal pneumonia revaccina-
tion is recommended if the first dose was
given before age 65 and five years have
elapsed since the first dose or if the
person’s immunization status is unknown.


