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By DEM Freeholder Candidate Al Mirabella

County Prescription Plan Fills Void
Manufacturers of 193 brand-name pre-

scription drugs used by older Americans
raised the price they charge wholesalers
3.9 percent on average during the first
quarter of this year, according to a recent
report by AARP, the advocacy group.

This is the highest average first-quarter
increase since 2000, according to AARP.
In addition, the AARP study stated the
2006 first-quarter increase in brand-name
drug prices more than tripled the general
inflation rate of 1.1 percent that occurred
during the same period. The average
manufacturers’ price increase over that
12-month period was 6.2 per-
cent compared to 3.5 percent
growth in general inflation.

This all spells bad news for
older Americans, many who
may not have adequate plans
or who lack a plan at all. To
help fill the void for those in
need, the County of Union
has provided a prescription drug plan for
the past several years. The plan is open to
those 18 and older and for disabled resi-
dents of any age. “Disabled” means a
condition that meets the criteria for en-
titlement to Social Security disability
payments.

This program provides a way to reduce
out-of-pocket expenses for permanent
residents of Union County, especially for
those who have no prescription coverage.
Savings vary and depend on whether the
medication is a brand name or its generic
equivalent. The program’s enrollment fee
is $19 annually and is paid to AddHealth,
Inc., the company selected by Union
County to administer the program. No tax
dollars are used to fund this program.

In order to be considered for the plan,
you need a clear, legible copy of a driver’s
license or utility bill reflecting your Union
County address as primary residence, plus
copies of birth certificates of dependent

children, if any. If you meet these eligibil-
ity requirements, you can acquire one
program card listing covering your fam-
ily members for just one enrollment fee.

Here are some additional points for
residents to consider before enrolling:

Always speak with your physician or
pharmacist to see if you may take a ge-
neric medication. Generics have the same
active ingredients as their brand-name
counter-parts, meet the same rigorous
FDA approvals for safety and effective-
ness, and they cost less.

If you are taking maintenance medica-
tions, consider the conve-
nience of AddHealth’s mail
order option. You can get up
to a 100-day supply delivered
directly to your door. Because
AddHealth’s mail-order
house buys in volume, acqui-
sition costs are less and, those
savings are passed along to

you.
If you already have primary insurance

coverage on your prescription medica-
tions, PAAD, Senior Gold, etc., you may
not benefit in any way from enrolling in
this program.

If you have prescription coverage that
is limited (i.e. certain medications are
excluded or annual dollar caps), then you
may benefit from enrolling in this pro-
gram.

The program cost of $19, breaks down
to $1.58 per month. If for some reason
you are not satisfied with your savings, or
you find you have no need of it, AddHealth
will refund the cost of those months paid
for in advance that will not be used. (i.e.
if you enrolled in January and decide to
cancel coverage in June, then you will be
refunded six-months worth of payments
covering the canceled term of July through
December). For more information, call 1-
800-733-8546.

Departed Has Too Much Violence;
When Will America Say ‘Enough’?

A body falling from a rooftop landing
with a thud on the ground. A dead Jack
Nicholson, his bullet-ridden body cov-
ered in blood. Enough gore to fill four
bathtubs. Brains shot out. Bloodied faces.
A boot smashed against a hand injured in
a bloodied assault on a face. Four-letter
curse words pouring out like water. The
leading characters all lying dead in pools
of their own blood. Such is The Departed.

David Ansen of Newsweek says the
movie is “profoundly funny and savagely
entertaining. The entire cast is firing on
all cylinders.” Richard Schickel of Time
magazine says, “It stirs the soul of those
who still treasure the power of movies
and has the cunning and knockdown fe-
rocity of a below-the-belt punch.” Leah
Rozen of People magazine says, “A tre-
mendously satisfying film that will have
you leaving the theater saying, ‘Now that
is a movie.’” These review snippets are
headlined in The New York Times with
“The best reviewed movie of the year is
also the #1 movie in America.”

Is there not enough violence in
America? When will the American people
say ‘enough’? Civilizations rot from
within. History can repeat itself. America
need not go the way of the Roman Em-
pire. Hollywood, which has such a perva-
sive influence in our country and through-

out the world, has a moral responsibility
to make movies that do not graphically
mine the worst instincts and elements in
human nature.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
By GOP Candidate for Freeholder Glenn Mortimer

It’s Time For A Change
Business as usual in New Jersey is no

longer acceptable. The current system
has been created to benefit the incumbent
power structure at the expense of the
citizenry. Stories about how politicians
have benefited from their offices are com-
monplace. The only stories that seem to
be more common are about tax hikes. We
read about the 51 percent cumulative tax
increase enacted by the all Democratic
Union County Board of Freeholders since
the year 2000, and the 17 percent hike in
the sales tax by Governor Jon Corzine.
The two go hand-in-hand, inefficient gov-
ernment leads to higher taxes.

Contributing to the current
inefficient government is the
practice of pay-to-play. My run-
ning mates and I have always
supported Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. in his efforts to enact effec-
tive pay-to-play legislation.
This legislation continues to die
in Trenton, since the Democratic incum-
bents benefit from the current system.
Without this legislation, companies do-
ing business with the government can
make hefty campaign donations. These
donations go heavily to the incumbent
elected officials. Sometimes the recipi-
ents of these donations look kindly to-
wards those donors when contracts are
awarded. This does not always mean that
the best provider of the product or service
has been chosen. This hurts taxpayers as
well as “non-connected” businesses.

We stand against the practice of pen-
sion-padding patronage jobs. This occurs
when a “connected” individual works part-
time for many years to get their years of
service into the system. At the end of their
career, a friendly politician secures them
a full-time job. The pension is then based
upon the higher salary and the total years
accumulated (including all part-time
years). This not only costs taxpayers
money, but also threatens the pension
system for all the hardworking govern-
ment employees.

We also stand against the granting of

multiple full or near full-time jobs to one
individual. After all, how many jobs can
one person perform effectively? It seems
to me it is a way to transfer money from
the taxpayer to “connected” individuals.

One of the largest abusers of this sys-
tem is Senator Wayne Bryant. He has
multiple jobs pulling down large govern-
ment salaries and the prospects of a large
pension. It was also discovered that one
of these jobs was a “no-show” job with
UMDNJ. For this blatant disregard of the
taxpayer’s welfare, I call for Senator
Bryant’s resignation and the reimburse-

ment of the funds. I have not
heard this from the leaders of
the Democrat party. In fact,
Senator Menendez recently
shared the stage with Senator
Bryant at a rally.

We believe it is time to
change the political culture in
New Jersey. The system must

be returned to a system where the govern-
ment serves the people and not the other
way around. This culture has contributed
to large tax increases, and a negative
national impression of our state.

We pledge to bring change to Union
County government. I will propose pay-
to-play reform at the county level, pro-
pose banning pension padding patronage
jobs, and restricting multiple job-holders.
We are not products of a political ma-
chine; therefore,  our only loyalty is to the
residents of Union County.

Please give me your vote, Glenn
Mortimer, Republican candidate for
Union County Freeholder. To learn more
about me, please visit our website
www.unioncountygop.org or call our
county headquarters at (908) 789-0200.

By Linda Stender, DEM Candidate for Congress

Tax Refund Deadline, Birth Control
Assemblywoman Linda Stender of

Fanwood reminds homeowners and ten-
ants that the deadline to apply for the New
Jersey Property Tax Reimbursement Pro-
gram and the FAIR Rebate Program has
been extended to October 31.

Hundreds of thousands of New Jersey
homeowners and tenants are eligible for
the Property Tax Reimbursement Pro-
gram. Tenants may be eligible if they live
in buildings that are subject to property
taxes.

If you need assistance, you may con-
tact the Division of Taxation. See
www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation, e-mail
to taxation@tax.state.nj.us or call 1-800-
882-6597.

The New Jersey Assembly Health and
Senior Services Committee this week re-
leased legislation Mrs. Stender sponsored
that would prohibit pharmacists from us-
ing the pretense of their personal philo-
sophical, moral or religious beliefs to
refuse to dispense prescription medicines.

Under the measure (A-992), pharma-
cies would be required to dispense pre-
scribed medications to patients, regard-
less of any religious or philosophical con-
cerns held by employees. In cases where
the pharmacy does not have a prescribed
medication in stock, the bill would re-
quire the pharmacist to order the prescrip-
tion or locate a pharmacy of the patient’s
choice that carries the drug.

Mrs. Stender said she introduced the
measure to protect women and their right
to make healthcare choices following
nationwide reports of pharmacists who
refused to fill prescriptions of birth con-
trol pills and the so-called “morning after
pill” for personal or religious reasons.

According to a November 2004 CBS
News/New York Times poll, eight out of
ten Americans believe pharmacists who
personally oppose birth control for reli-
gious reasons should not refuse to sell
oral contraceptives. A July 2005 study
conducted by HCD Research found that
78 percent of physicians believe that state
laws should require pharmacists to fill
prescriptions of the “morning after pill”
despite their personal or religious objec-
tions. The bill passed the committee by an
8-2 vote. It now heads to the Assembly
Speaker, who decides if and when to post
it for a floor vote.

For more information, call Ms.
Stender’s office at (908) 668-1900.

Bramnick to Perform at
NJPAC Charity

WESTFIELD — On November 1, As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21) will
perform comedy and be an auctioneer at
NJPAC, New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter,  for a fundraiser benefiting Link Com-
munity School, a Newark charter school.

The school enrolls approximately 128
students who come from low-income
families. It offers students the academic
foundation and character development
necessary to be successful lifelong learn-
ers and members of their future commu-
nities. Fundraisers are crucial to the school
as 85 percent of its operating revenue is
funded by outside gifts and donations.

Over the past 20 years, Mr. Bramnick
has raised funds for more than 30 differ-
ent charitable organizations including the
Diabetes Foundation, Emanuel Cancer
Fund, World Trade Victims Fund and
AIDS Benefit Committee.

Top Volunteers Told
By Gala Committee
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Mayor’s Gala Committee has an-
nounced its 2006 Volunteers of the Year.

This year’s award winners are: Sharon
Machrone, female volunteer; Tom Pater-
son, male volunteer  and the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club. The Rotary
will receive 50 percent of the proceeds.
Jeff and Norell Baines has benn chosen
couple of the year.

The gala will be held at the
Shackamaxon Country Club on Friday,
December 1, starting at 7 p.m. with a
cocktail hour followed by a recognition
ceremony, dinner and dancing.

The event raises funds for the Munici-
pal Alliance Committee. Tickets are $55
and are available in the recreation office,
room 113 in the municipal building. Do-
nations for the auction are being sought as
well as contributions for the ad booklet,
which will be distributed at the gala. For
more information, please call (908) 322-
6700, extension 222 for details.

Women Endorse the
Female Cty. Candidates

AREA — The Union County Women’s
Political Caucus, the oldest political cau-
cus in the state, endorses two Republi-
cans, Diane Barabas and Patricia
Quattrocchi, and one Democrat, Deborah
Scanlon, for election to the Union County
Freeholder Board. The caucus is dedi-
cated to increasing the number of pro-
gressive women in elected and appointed
positions in government, protecting re-
productive freedom and promoting equal
rights for women. For the first time, the
caucus will donate to the candidates.

For more information, please contact
Ellen Steinberg at (908) 686-0500 or e-
mail her at ellen@ellensteinberg.us.
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WINE BAR & RESTAURANT

16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320
THE ONLY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN

Live Jazz

LUNCH: Tues. – Sat.  DINNER: Tues. – Thurs. • 5:00pm – 9:30pm
Fri. – Sat. • 5:00pm – 10:00pm Sun. • 4:30pm – 8:30pm

Tuesday thru Sunday

Check out
our Fine

Cigar
Selection!

Now at
Peterson’s

Wines

From Everywhere at Every Price
Roberto Ferrari’s

Barbera D’ Asti

 $14.99

Daniel Rion Nuits-

St. George  $44.99

Domaine de la

Potine Sauvignon

Touraine  $12.99

This is nothing like what most people think rose is like. It is dry.

It is so dark that it is almost a red. It has sediment that coats

the inside of the bottle. It is made from 74% syrah, 12%

Mourvedre, 10% Grenache and 4% Roussane. This stuff is crazy

good. Think Thanksgiving now. A short list of the flavors involved

would include, strawberry, pomegranate, smoke, sandalwood,

rhubarb and cherry. If you think rose is for the unsophisticated,

try this. We won’t have it for long at this price.

Garretson Celeidh
Rose $19.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.
 750ml only.  Expires 11/01/06

10
%

OFF Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

20%

OFF 10
%
OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $34.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $30.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $28.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $36.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $53.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $30.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $34.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $30.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $15.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $13.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

Don’t Forget!  Pick up your monthly
addition of Wine News at . . .

A wine that achieves that
rare and wonderful balance
of being lush without being

heavy. Lots of red berry
tones, but hints of darker

more mulberry like fruits as
well. Rounded and easy on

the palate even without
food. The small hints of

spice, a touch of clove and
nutmeg, make it a winner,
not just with the obvious
pasta, but also with richly
flavored chicken dishes.

Made from 2.75 hectacres
in one of the most
respected areas in

Burgundy, this wine will
remind you why world

rulers, from Charlemagne
to Napoleon, drank only

the pinot noir that is made
there. Elegant, smooth,

gentle and delightful. Lots
of strawberry and cherry
with hints of lilac and

roses. A nice earthy tone
and good fresh acid keep it

all together. Outside of
white fish and rare boar,
you can drink this with

almost anything.

From a frequently
overlooked area in the Loire

Valley, this is both bright
and lively on the palate.
Lots of lime flavors, and

some other citrus notes that
blend seamlessly with the
mineral tones that come

from soils along the river.
The most obvious match is

seafood, but it is highly
flexible and will do oriental
or Indian food very nicely.

It is wonderful sipping with
nothing as well.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm


