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Mini-Golf Facility Opens
At Scotch Hills Country Club

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — On a sunny
and brisk Saturday, before nearly 125
spectators, Scotch Plains officials
unveiled a new miniature golf facility
at Scotch Hills Country Club. Mayor
Marks termed the addition of the
course a “grand slam” for golfers in
Scotch Plains.

Before cutting the ribbon at the Oc-
tober 15 ceremony,
the mayor noted
Scotch Plains’ dis-
tinction of being
home to the county-
owned golf course
at Ashbrook Coun-
try Club, a private
course at
S h a c k a m a x o n
Country Club, the
township-owned
Scotch Hills facil-
ity and, now, the
mini-golf course —
an 18-hole course
at the intersection of Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue.

Besides the new golf facility, the
development includes additional
parking spaces along Jerusalem Road
and four cages where golfers using
the regular nine-hole course can prac-
tice their drives. Parks and Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio said on
Saturday that the $486,000 project,
which was started in the summer, was
completed within budget. He added
that the township government expects

to realize about $100,000 in income
from course fees.

Mayor Marks said the new facility
was an example of the “creative think-
ing” demanded by residents looking
to the municipal government to come
up with revenue-raising ways to offset
the municipal property-tax burden.

The course is not the archetypal
mini-golf course with miniature wind-
mills and Eiffel Towers; instead, it is

more natural in ap-
pearance, with
large boulders dot-
ting the course and
waterfalls and
streams winding
t h r o u g h o u t .
Astroturf sand
traps and roughs
are also featured at
several of the holes.

Mr. Poerio said
the course would
remain open for the
next several weeks
until the weather

turns colder. Fees are $6 for adults and
$4 for children and seniors. After 6
p.m., the rates rise to $7 and $5, re-
spectively. Mini-golfers can pay at the
pro shop before heading to the course
to pick up their clubs, balls, scorecard
and an eraser-less pencil.

Golfers wishing to take heed of
Arnold Palmer’s advice — “I have a
tip that can take five strokes off
anyone’s golf game. It is called an
eraser.” — will have to bring their
own eraser.

POLICE BLOTTER

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATES CONFER…GOP candidates for office in Congressional District
7, New Providence and local races in Legislative District 21 confer at the home of
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick in Westfield last Wednesday in preparation for the
November 7 General Election. Pictured, from left to right, are: former New
Providence Mayor Al Morgan, Rep. Mike Ferguson for reelection to Congress, J.
Brooke Hern for New Providence council, John Thoms for New Providence
mayor, Stephen Vengrow for New Providence council and Mr. Bramnick.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS...Sonya, Samantha, Michael and Jeff Moore, shown
from left to right, enjoy the Franklin School Pumpkin Fair.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
TEEING OFF…Scotch Plains Mayor
Marty Marks tees off during the mini-
golf course’s grand opening.

Tax Office to Stay Open
Late on November 1

WESTFIELD — The office of the
Westfield tax collector will be open
on Wednesday, November 1, from
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

The last day to pay taxes without a
penalty is Monday, November 6.

Payments received on Tuesday, No-
vember 7, will be charged interest
reverting back to November 1.

The municipal building will be open
on Election Day, Tuesday, November
7, but will close on Friday, November
10, in observance of Veterans Day.

Westfield Office of Vital
Statistics Notice

WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield’s Office of Vital Statistics
will be closed for business on Tues-
day, November 14, to allow the office
staff to obtain the necessary training
credit hours to maintain professional
certification, as required by law.

by GPS data related to Officer Kasko’s
patrol car movements on January 29.
The second set of reports included the
same types of GPS reports. However,
these reports were generated from data
recorded during an October 13 re-cre-
ation of Officer Kasko’s testimony of
his movements in January. Chief
Parizeau conducted the recreation.

Mr. Pope objected to an October 13
re-creation report’s inclusion. “It’s
inadmissible evidence,” said Mr.
Pope, arguing that Chief Parizeau
could not conduct an accurate recre-
ation because he used a different
model car with a different (GPS) sys-
tem six months later. “It’s apples and
oranges,” he said.

Mr. Thibault objected to any charac-
terization that Chief Parizeau used a
different system for the re-creation.
“It’s the same system. We sent up a
different satellite, but it’s the same sys-
tem.”

However Chief Parizeau clarified
during testimony that while the sys-
tem was the same, the patrol car’s
modem was not. He said the depart-
ment periodically has a “routine
change-out of cars” and assigns the
old patrol car numbers to the new
cars. Officer Kasko’s patrol car has
been replaced with a new model with
a new GPS modem since January 29.

Mr. Pope said the prosecution wanted
to “buttress” its case that the GPS sys-
tem was reliable using the re-creation
but that “the demonstration is flawed.
It’s not reliable. (They had a) different
device in the car. You can’t rely on a
brand new system or device to test what
was done by an old device.”

After listening to Mr. Pope’s objec-
tions and Mr. Thibault’s assertions,
Mr. Lucid allowed the October 13
recreation report as evidence.

Chief Parizeau testified the WPD
started using GPS in 2003 at which
time a representative from the
system’s company came in and trained
him on the system over a two-day
period. He said he’s logged hundreds
of hours working the system since his
initial training.

Regarding the recreation he said,
“I wanted to duplicate exactly what
Officer Kasko said he did (January
29),” and he said that cars that use the
GPS “all work the same way.”

The system correlates longitude and
latitude data to street addresses and
measures mileage from one point to
another. Officer Kasko testified in the
past that at 1:12 a.m. on January 29
when another officer called for backup
on a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue by Drug Fair, he did not hear the
transmission. He said that later he heard
a partial transmission and attempted to
respond, moving his car approximately
three-tenths of a mile from his position
at Fairview Cemetery and then return-
ing to the same spot.

Mr. Thibault asked Chief Parizeau if
the system’s documentation showed
Officer Kasko’s patrol car moving on
January 29 between 1:12 a.m., when
his fellow officer called for backup, and
1:24 a.m., when Sergeant Todd Earl
alleges he found Officer Kasko asleep
at the cemetery. Chief Parizeau re-
sponded, “No, there was no movement.”

He said the report did not show the
car moving until 1:26 a.m., when
Officer Kasko returned to police head-
quarters with Sergeant Earl.

The October 13 GPS recreation
report indicated that a car moving
three-tenths of a mile as Officer Kasko
said he moved on January 29 would
register movement in the GPS.

Mr. Thibault asked Chief Parizeau
about receiving a February 28 letter
from Officer Kasko in which the officer
said that he asked Captain Wayman for
PBA representation but was denied and
that the captain didn’t tell him he was
under formal investigation.

Chief Parizeau said when he asked
Captain Wayman what happened, the
captain said he told Officer Kasko the
January 29 incident was under formal
investigation and that Officer Kasko
had not requested PBA representation.

The prosecution put into evidence
a transcript of Captain Wayman’s tape
of his February 6 meeting which the
prosecution said shows there is no
record of Officer Kasko requesting
PBA representation. Mr. Pope ob-
jected to the transcript, saying with-
out the tape or knowing who tran-
scribed the tape, the transcript is sus-
pect.

While cross-examining Chief
Parizeau, Mr. Pope cited passages from
the GPS user guide that the Airlink
Pinpoint modem’s “data may be de-
layed, corrupted or lost.” He asked
Chief Parizeau, “Do you dispute that?”

The chief answered, “I think they
put that in there for lawyers.”

Mr. Pope also read passages saying
that GPS accuracy can be affected by
whether there is a “full view of the sky,
trees, tall buildings, or cloudy weather.”

He asked the chief, “Do you agree
with that?”

“So says the guide,” answered the
chief, who also said that “everything
is imperfect” but he had not observed
such problems in his “hundreds of
hours of training” and system use.

Mr. Pope said no member of the
WPD had been retrained on the sys-
tem since 2003 and that the GPS
company had not returned to check
the system. “They’re relying com-
pletely and solely on the mechanical
equipment to sustain these charges
(against Officer Kasko),” he said.

He later asked Chief Parizeau about
the department’s 45-day rule for
charging an officer with wrongdoing.
Mr. Pope said Chief Parizeau ex-
ceeded the time limit.

Chief Parizeau said he didn’t know
of the rule, and Mr. Thibault objected,
saying Mr. Pope had misinterpreted
the rule.

Captain Wayman testified that he
met with Officer Kasko to inform him
of Officer Earl’s report that he’d found
Officer Kasko asleep at the cemetery.
He said he wanted to issue the officer
a “performance notice” based on the
incident, which is “documentation of
a performance error,” the lowest step
in the disciplinary process, he said.

“Did Officer Kasko accept the per-
formance notice?” Mr. Thibault asked.

“No, he did not,” answered Captain
Wayman, saying that the officer’s re-
jection warranted an investigation of
the sleeping accusation.

He said he turned his tape recorder
on when he realized Officer Kasko
was in the building and coming to see
him. According to the captain, the
recorder was under papers in his three-
tier in/out desk tray.

“Why did you tape the conversa-
tion?” Mr. Thibault asked.

Captain Wayman answered, “I was
aware of instances where Officer
Kasko had taped conversations with
other officers. In order to protect my-
self, I thought it would be prudent.”

Under  cross-examination, Captain
Wayman told Mr. Pope that this was
“the first time” he had ever taped
someone, and he “didn’t think there
was a need” for him to inform Officer
Kasko. He said he turned the tape
over to Chief Parizeau, who he said
made two copies.

“So between February 6 and some-
time after May 25 you had the tape?”
asked  Mr. Pope, to which Captain
Wayman agreed.

“Are you head of internal affairs?”
Mr. Pope asked.

“No,” said Captain Wayman.
He then asked Captain Wayman if

he was close to former Chief Tracy.
“We were friends,” Captain

Wayman answered.
“Were you aware of any problems

between the former chief and Officer
Kasko?” asked Mr. Pope.

“I may have heard rumors,” Cap-
tain Wayman answered.

The attorneys have until October 30
to submit written summations to Mr.
Lucid. While hearing officers usually
render decisions within 30 days, Mr.
Lucid said he anticipates taking longer
due to the abundance of information
he must review in this case.
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Westfield Town Council
Street said the council was “missing
the boat” in terms of its negotiations
with the PBA. Mr. Jackson said he and
his wife have three children in town
and that one reason they moved to
Westfield was the “school system and
the other was [the] low crime rate.”

He cited the police’s recent arrest of
a man found with a “stun gun, brass
knuckles and knives.” He said the
Westfield police “arrested that man
and kept him away from my children.
These men and women deserve your
support in everything they do.”

Mr. Jackson, referencing the mayor’s
mention of the $33-million municipal
budget, noted the school’s budget of
$65.1 million “voted on by taxpayers
annually. They [Westfield residents]
voted ‘yes.’ [They said] ‘We want to
pay that kind of money’ – over double
what the budget is here in Westfield –
to have our children educated. Don’t
you think that a little extra money to
pay for our children’s protection is a
worthwhile thing? They deserve it from
where I stand. I’m not up at 2 a.m. in
the morning. The men and women of
the police department are out there.”

Mr. Jackson said he had family in
law enforcement and “when they go
to work, the one thing that they know
is that God forbid if anything should
happen to them is that their families
would be taken care of with health
benefits. You can’t turn your back on
them. They deserve that. They should
get everything and more.”

Resident Jim Baker of Lincoln Road,
who identified himself under “full dis-
closure” as a Democrat Party member
and a WECARE representative, spoke
about the increase in legal fees.

Mr. Baker said the council raised the
municipal attorney rates two years ago
to $150 an hour from $100 an hour, an
increase of 50 percent. The council
“didn’t adjust the rate to inflation. It
arbitrarily raised fees 50 percent in 12
months. We’re here passing a resolu-
tion two weeks ago complaining about
taxes and spending, when we raise the
town attorney’s hourly rate by 50 per-
cent and cost the town between $50,000
and $75,000 annually.”

Mr. Baker said he’d “like to suggest
that the town attorney and his firm roll
back their increases from $150 an hour
back to $100 an hour. It seems to me
that there are areas in this town where
we can spend that $50,000 to $75,000
in a better manner.” At the conclusion
of his statement, all PBA and Teamsters
supporters stood and clapped.

Before the meeting, Sergeant Scott
Rodger of the Records Bureau told
The Leader that, “police are trained
to observe” as part of their job. “They
see what’s going on. They see the
town spending hundreds of thousands
of dollars on Belgian block curbing
projects and spending millions on the
Memorial Pool complex.”

He said the council’s message
seems to say, “‘Enforcing safety and
well-being is not important. Beautifi-
cation is more important to us.’” Sgt.

Rodger added that, “partially, the
quality of life [enjoyed] in Westfield
is based on the services we provide.”

He said, “What’s most infuriating
is that the town has no faith in facts. It
doesn’t look at the crime rate or how
many calls (25,000) we receive in a
year. I feel that I’m dismissed and my
performance means nothing.”

A paid bulletin board letter the PBA
published on October 12 in The
Leader alleges that starting salaries
for police officers would increase
$1,723 over four years, with starting
salaries at $35,000.

During the meeting, the council in-
troduced on first reading an ordinance
that would amend salaries for the
Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Benevo-
lent Association (FMBA) No. 30.

This comes after an arbitrator last
week submitted a proposed settle-
ment for a new contract between the
Town of Westfield and the FMBA.
Since neither side opted to appeal, the
council presented the ordinance Tues-
day. The FMBA’s previous contract
expired on December 31, 2005.

“The fact that the award included
many of the provisions of the town’s
final offer shows that this council’s
commitment is to negotiate in good
faith with all unions that represent
our employees,” the mayor said.

The council conducted advertised
hearings for two ordinances. One,
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
said, is the “final codification of changes
that improve safety around McKinley
[Elementary] School.” The ordinance
changes the traffic pattern around the
school and makes Osborn Avenue be-
tween First and West Broad Streets in a
southeasterly direction a one-way street.

The other ordinance restricts park-
ing in three areas. Second Ward Coun-
cilwoman Jo Ann Neylan said the
ordinance calls for a “restricted park-
ing zone around Gumpert Field” on
South Chestnut Street; creates 15-
minute zones near the new
Chelmsford apartment area and lim-
its parking to only one side of Winyah
Avenue, near Wilson Elementary
School, between North Chestnut
Street and Baker Avenue during the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on school
days only to enhance safety of chil-
dren walking to school, she said.

All ordinances passed unanimously.

Westfield
Friday, October 13, Sean Foy, 22, of

Fanwood was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop in the 900 block of West South
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was turned over to a respon-
sible individual after satisfying an outstand-
ing warrant from Newark for $200 bail.

Friday, October 13, Dralan B. Alex, 30,
of Elizabeth was arrested at West South
Avenue and Crossway Place pursuant to a
contempt of court traffic warrant issued by
the Newark Municipal Court. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting $250
bail. A court date was to be set.

Sunday, October 15, Stanley Bazile,
26, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at Ross Place and
Carleton Road and charged with hinder-
ing apprehension after allegedly identify-
ing himself by several different names.
He was released with a summons.

Sunday, October 15, Udon Myers, 25,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cumberland Street on an outstanding no-
bail Union County Sheriff’s Department
warrant and a traffic warrant from Eliza-
beth for $110. He was turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, October 17, an employee at a
South Avenue business reported the theft
of a pair of sunglasses from a motor ve-
hicle on the premises. Company personnel
witnessed a black male dressed in all black
clothing inside the car. The suspect fled in
the direction of the Westfield train station
when approached, dropping the sunglasses
as he exited the property.

Tuesday, October 17, Alexandra
Rakoczy, 21, of Whippany was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding traffic warrant from Westfield
for $98. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, October 18, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the theft of $50 from his wallet
and his keys that had been left in an un-
locked locker at a local recreation facility.

Saturday, October 21, after responding
to a report of a man with a stun gun, police
arrested Bryan Mondello, 18, of Corinth,
Me. in a municipal parking lot off of
Elmer Street and charged him with pos-
session of stun guns and other prohibited
weapons. Besides the two stun guns,
Mondello is alleged to have had in his
possession two switchblade knives and a
pair of metal knuckles. He was released
upon the posting of $1,000 bail.

Sunday, October 22, Jason Kolterjahn,
21, of Westfield and Brian Scarpellini,
18, of Branchburg were arrested in a
municipal parking lot off of Elmert Street
after police responded to a report of a man
with a stun gun. Scarpellini was charged
with possession of a stun gun and obstruc-
tion of administration of law for allegedly
attempting to flee the scene. Kolterjahn,
who allegedly had metal knuckles in his
pocket, was charged with possession of
prohibited weapons. Kolterjahn and
Scarpellini were released after posting
$1,500 and $2,000 bail, respectively.

Fanwood
Police said between 10:30 p.m. on Fri-

day, October 13, and 11 a.m. on Saturday,
October 14, one or more unidentified
individuals stole a radio from a vehicle
parked in the 70 block of South Avenue.
The incident is under investigation.

Wednesday, October 18, Tomas M.
Ordonez-Salazar, 27, of Scotch Plains
was arrested at 1:22 a.m. and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle accident on
Terrill Road.

Thursday, October 19, Tyreek L. Reeder,
24, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for an
outstanding Piscataway warrant.

Thursday, October 19, A Cray Terrace
resident reported that someone cut a screen
in a window at the residence. According
to police, entrance was not gained.

Friday, October 20, Orlend Gilbert, 34,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with eluding police, two counts of aggra-
vated assault, resisting arrest and DWI
after police attempted a motor vehicle stop.

According to police, officers attempted
to pull Gilbert over but he did not respond
to the request. He fled into Plainfield
where he was stopped, police said. Gil-
bert jumped from the vehicle and struck
two officers in the face, police said. He
was subsequently subdued and taken into
custody, police said.

Saturday, October 21, at 2:39 a.m. a
17-year-old Fanwood juvenile was ar-
rested and charged with DWI on South
Avenue after a motor vehicle stop. He
also was charged with various other mo-
tor vehicle violations.

Saturday, October 21, Charles Mueller,
21, of Fanwood was arrested for an active
warrant out of Bass River after a field
investigation.

Saturday, October 21, a person attend-
ing a party at a First Street residence her
purse containing credit cards, a cell phone
and a small amount of cash was stolen.

Saturday, October 21, Reginald B.
Piggee, 32 of Westfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Westfield follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, October 22, a 17-year-old
Scotch Plains juvenile was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor vehicle
stop on Patterson Road at 3:31 a.m.

Sunday, October 22, Eric E. Schielke,
24, of Linden was arrested and charged with
DWI after a motor vehicle accident at 3:59
a.m. on North Avenue. Schielke was also
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS), police said.

Sunday, October 22, Craig E.
Campbell, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor ve-

hicle stop at 6:29 a.m. on Westfield Road.
Monday, October 23, Peareen Dou-

glas, 52, of Plainfield was arrested for an
active warrants out of North Plainfield
and Fanwood after a motor vehicle stop.

Monday, October 23, William E.
Duckswort, Jr., 40, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested for an outstanding Plainfiled
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Monday, October 23, Christine M.
Tomaszewski, 40, of Linden was arrested
in the 500 block of North Avenue after a
field investigation.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 21, Andrew Regenthal,

27, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with third-degree burglary, third-
degree criminal mischief, possession of
burglary tools, criminal trespassing and
providing alcohol to minors.

Michael Walker, Jr., 18, of Scotch
Plains, Maxwell Carow, 18, of Fanwood,
Christopher Cooper, 18, of Fanwood,
Brian Halpin, 18, of Scotch Plains and
Stephen Betau, 19, of Scotch Plains were
arrested and charged with third-degree
burglary, third-degree criminal mischief,
criminal trespassing and under age pos-
session of alcohol.

According to police the suspects en-
tered a Lambertsmill Road country club
and golf course through a window in the
pool house and used the property to have
a party. Police said the individuals caused
damage to the pool house before taking
approximately 10 golf carts out onto the
golf course. Two carts were driven into
the pool, two were driven into a ditch and
several others were driven into each other
causing damage. Severe damage was also
caused to the fairway and the greens.

The suspects were processed and re-
leased pending a court date scheduled for
October 25 in Elizabeth.

Mountainside
Friday, October 13, a Fox Trail resi-

dent reported that sometime overnight,
one or more unidentified individuals bent
a decorative driveway lamp. The value of
the lamp was $250.

Friday, October 13, a resident of Fox
Trail reported that sometime overnight
someone smashed a globe light fixture
located in the driveway of the residence.
The value of the globe is $30.

Wednesday, October 18, Jason M.
Marzano, 30, of Warren was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with reckless driving and a $20
warrant out of Warren Township.

Thursday, October 19, Carl M. Henrie,
44, of Newark was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant.

Friday, October 21, Mario J. Cortes, 19,
of Newark was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop and charged with not having
an inspection sticker and with driving with
a suspended license and multiple warrants.

Saturday, October 22, Kazuya Sato,
73, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle accident on Route 22 East
and charged with DWI and leaving the
scene of an accident. According to the
police, Sato stopped his vehicle on Route
22 and then put his vehicle in reverse and
backed into the vehicle behind him. The
suspect then fled the scene, police said.

Police said the suspect was appre-
hended. Police said Sato, who had two
blown out front tires, had been riding on
the tire rims. The suspect was taken to
headquarters where he was processed and
released pending a court appearance.

Saturday, October 21, a past employee
of a Route 22 gas station reported his
vehicle was stolen from the gas station’s
parking lot where she had been tempo-
rarily parking it for several months. The
attendant at the gas station assumed the
employee had removed the vehicle and did
not notify police. The vehicle was identi-
fied as a 1992, red, Chrysler convertible.

Erratum
Last week, The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times incorrectly reported
that the merger of local school dis-
tricts into countywide school districts
was an idea being considered by the
Legislative Committee on Public
School Funding. The Legislative Com-
mittee on Consolidation and Shared
Services actually proposed the idea.
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Kasko Disciplinary Hearing

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
MILLER-CORY HOUSE…Scott Boughner of the Motts Artillery donned a
Revolutionary War uniform for the recreation of army camp life on the grounds
of Westfield’s Miller-Cory House Museum, one of the 23 properties showcased for
Union County’s “Four Centuries in a Weekend” tour. See story on page 26.

Courtesy of Donna Klein
NINETY-NINE RED BALLOONS…The Mountainside PTA launched a sea of
red balloons donated by Party City of Watchung into the sky at Monday
morning’s kickoff ceremonies to commemorate Red Ribbon Week. Many other
events are planned throughout the week that will promote drug and alcohol
awareness and celebrate sobriety.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Arrest
to the investigation,” Mr. Romankow
said. “In addition, there is a pressing
need for legislation for tougher penal-
ties and statutes regulating unautho-
rized use of someone’s personal credit.”

Chief Debbie and the prosecutor cred-
ited key assistance from the Newark
Field Office of the United States Secret
Service with providing technical assis-
tance and manpower in the case. “We
want people who have more informa-
tion or feel they may be a victim to
reach out for the detectives working the
case,” he said, adding that Silva and
Beaton are due in court on November 1
to answer the charges against them.


