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Schwab Spends Summer
Singing at Tanglewood Inst.
WESTFIELD – Laura Schwab, a

Westfield High School student and
aspiring opera soprano, experienced
a summer of intense vocal perform-
ing at the acclaimed Boston Univer-
sity Tanglewood Institute for Young
Artists (BUTI).

Laura’s journey to the famous sum-
mer home of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra began with an audition in
New York in the dead of winter.

Accompanied by her piano teacher,
Laurie Clancy, Laura competed
against hundreds of other high school
sopranos from throughout the United
States and Europe.

This spring, she learned that she
was one of only 26 young sopranos
selected for the BUTI chorus.

Under the direction of Dr. Phyllis
Hoffman and Ann Howard Jones, the
young artists entered an intensive six-
week college-level program. In addi-
tion to group instruction, each stu-
dent worked with an individual voice
instructor, as well as studying music
theory, history, diction and language.

Additional study time involved
master classes featuring guest artists
such as Phyllis Curtin, Simon Estes
and Lauren Ambrose of “Six Feet
Under” fame. The program culmi-
nates in a week of individual and
ensemble performance, carefully se-
lected for the individual voice, which
for Laura included a selection from
Carmen and a solo performance of
Amy Beach’s “Take, O Take, Those
Lips Away.”

Tanglewood students enjoy access
to the Boston Symphony and
Tanglewood Music Center. As part of
her summer of study, Laura was able

to witness the return of conductor
James Levine, directing performances
of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and
a performance of Mozart’s “Don
Giovanni.”

She was able to attend many other
instrumental and vocal performances,
ranging from small group ensembles
to Yo-Yo Ma performing the world
premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s “Azul”
for cello and orchestra with the BSO
to Garrison Keiler’s “Prairie Home
Companion.”

However the highlight for Laura
and her fellow students was the BUTI
chorus performance in Koussevitzy
Music Shed as part of the famous
“Tanglewood on Parade” celebration.

Laura has been a voice student of
Jeanette Maraffi for six years. She
has sung for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra and conductor David Wroe,
and she appeared in the Rome Festi-
val Orchestra production of Mozart’s
“Die Zauberflöte.”

She has also appeared in a number
of local stage productions including
the part of Cinderella in Into the Woods
for the New Jersey Performing Arts
Workshop and Amahl in Amahl and
the Night Visitors.

A senior at WHS, she is a member
of Concert Choir, Chorale and
Choraleers. She has also been se-
lected to the New Jersey State
Women’s Regional Chorus for two
years, the New Jersey State Mixed
Regional Chorus and the New Jersey
State Women’s Chorus.

Laura also contributes to and edits
WHS’s Folio, and she was a runner up
for the Governor’s School for Gifted
Young Writers.

Courtesy of Matthew Schwab
TANGLEWOOD NUMBERS…Laura Schwab, right, performs in the Tanglewood
Institute of Boston University production of Carmen. In addition to the summer
program at Tanglewood, Laura has performed in many local groups including the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra. A Westfield High School senior, Laura plans to
study voice in college.
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Thrills and Chills  
at the Westfield Memorial Library 

Spooky Stories with 
Kapila Love 

Sunday, October 22  
2:00 to 3:00 p.m.  
For children in Kindergarten or older.  

A Meeting of the Macabre 
Wednesday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

A one act play depicting a fictional meeting between  
Edgar Allan Poe and Bram Stoker. 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some  
programs. Please call the library for details.   
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County Hosts Third Annual
Arts & Healing Conference
ELIZABETH – At a day-long con-

ference for healthcare professionals,
mental health and social service pro-
viders, hospital administrators, edu-
cators, artists and writers, the discus-
sion will surround how writing and
storytelling can heal the mind.

Those attending will learn new
strategies using narrative to reduce
stress and anxiety and promote men-
tal health.

“Language and the Mind: An Arts
& Well Being Initiative” will take
place on Friday, November 3, from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Hilton
Hotel, 1170 Spring Street (Route 1),
located in Elizabeth.

Pre-registration is required. The fee
for registration is $80 per person,
which includes continental breakfast,
lunch, snacks and all materials. Reg-
istration for students with a current
I.D. is $65. Registration on the day of
the conference is $95.

There will be two morning keynote
presenters. Dr. Sayantani DasGupta,
of Columbia University’s Program in
Narrative Medicine, teaches courses
on reading illness narratives and writ-
ing personal narratives to medical
students and health advocacy gradu-
ate students at Columbia University

and Sarah Lawrence College.
Cheryl Hulteen, associate director

and master artist at Artsgenesis, Inc.,
is a speaker on the role of the arts in
healing, multiple intelligences, dif-
ferentiated learning and the role of
creativity in literacy.

The conference features six con-
current workshop sessions that are
offered in the morning and afternoon.

The workshops explore how lan-
guage is a successful strategy in work-
ing with well-aging, healing trauma,
serving people with special needs, aid-
ing children in schools, restoring men-
tal health/treating substance abuse and
conquering compassion fatigue. CEUs
are available at no extra charge for
professional development credit.

There also will be a panel discus-
sion, “Vision of the Future,” with
experts about programs in language
and healing.

To request a registration brochure
or get more information, contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202,
call (908) 558-2550, or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay us-
ers dial 711. Assistive services are
available on request.

Kean Stage Presents
Westfield Symphony
WESTFIELD – Kean Stage pre-

sents Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s Frankenstein Lives at
Wilkins Theatre on Saturday, Octo-
ber 28, at 7:30 p.m.

Using the masterworks of the
classical music repertoire and new
original material, the WSO, under
the direction of David Wroe, will
perform a soundtrack accompani-
ment to intensify the visual sus-
pense of this Boris Karloff horror
classic.

Kean University is located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union. Tickets are
$30 for the general public, $25 for
seniors and $20 for children and are
available at the Wilkins Theatre Box
Office. For more information, call
(908) 737-SHOW (7469) or visit
keanstage.com.

Museum of Modern Art Features
WF’s Eric Spector’s Capsulation
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – From New Jersey
to Rhode Island to California, Eric
Spector is on the move.

Work and schooling have had Mr.
Spector, a professional animator and
video producer, criss-crossing the
United States over the last few years.
However, the 2001 graduate of
Westfield High School (WHS) has
been receiving recognition outside of
the country as well.

His film Capsulation was recently
featured at The Fantoche International
Animated Film Festival in Baden,
Switzerland.

A 2005 graduate of California In-
stitute of the Arts (CalArts) with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, Mr.
Spector produced Capsulation, a film

about Los Angeles, as his senior the-
sis film.

“The piece is a metaphorical time
capsule of my thoughts and experi-
ences at CalArts,” explained Mr.
Spector, who added that the object of
the film was to encapsulate every-
thing that he was learning at the time
into a short movie.

“[Capsulation] uses a technique
called pixilation, which is animated
photography along with compositing
and computer graphics, to achieve
moments of abstraction and visual
music,” he continued.

“It is a representation of Los Ange-
les, a glimpse at what it might be like
to see the world from my perspec-
tive.”

Closer to Westfield, Capsulation
was recently screened at the Museum
of Modern Art (MoMa) in New York
City. The film appeared in the retro-
spective film exhibit “Tomorrowland:
CalArts In Moving Pictures” under
the heading, “CalArts: The Young

Turks.”
This segment of the exhibit fo-

cused on experimental filmmaking,
including animation, by recent
CalArts students.

“The MoMa experience was awe-
some,” explained Mr. Spector. “What
an honor. To see my [work] projected
up there on the screen was really a
great feeling.”

“[MoMa] did a great job of exhib-
iting the range of works that come
from my school and I was proud to be
part of that,” he continued.

Capsulation has also appeared at
the CalArts Animation Showcase at
the Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences in North Hollywood, Calif.

Mr. Spector’s student days at WHS
have left lasting memories, especially
for Leah Jarvis, WHS Art Specialist
and one of Mr. Spector’s former teach-
ers.

“During his tenure at Westfield
High School, Eric Spector was a col-
orful student with great visual
expression…[he] undertook each
drawing assignment with energy and
skill,” remembers Mrs. Jarvis.

She especially recalls a pastel por-
trait Mr. Spector completed of a class-
mate. “Eric captured the personality
of the student down to the slightest
detail of the half dimple on a cheek,”
she continued.

One of Mr. Spector’s artistic hall-
marks is the use of color. According

to Mrs. Jarvis, the artist does not fear
the friction created by vibrant color,
but uses it to call attention and intro-
duce interest to the subject matter.

In addition to CalArts, Mr. Spector
has attended Gnomon School of Vi-
sual Effects in Hollywood, Calif.;
Rhode Island School of Design in
Providence, R.I., and Parsons School
of Design, New School University, in
New York City.

Mr. Spector’s energy and enthusi-
asm for the arts in general, and ani-
mation in particular, have given him
wide-ranging experiences in the field.
Among his accomplishments are:
digitizing and editing high-definition
media for a production company, co-

directing and producing a trailer for
the children’s animated series Library
Park, working on large-budget music
videos and commercials and working
in advertising and production for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Mr. Spector recently told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he is cur-
rently working on several new per-
sonal and professional projects.

“Stay tuned!” he advised.

Masterwork to Launch
Season With Vespers

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Master-
work Chorus will embark on its 52nd
season with the Russian choral mas-
terpiece Vespers by Sergei
Rachmaninoff on Sunday, November
5, at 3 p.m.. Under the baton of music
director Andrew Megill, Masterwork
will perform the a cappella work at
St. Peter’s Church, South Street at
Miller Road in Morristown.

Masterwork Chorus members Ann
DeCamp and Anastasia Carumpalos
are residents of Scotch Plains. Union
County residents Mary Lou Burde,
Jody McCain, Erwin Petri, Alexan-
dria Levie and Martha Carrellas are
also Masterwork members.

Various short works sung by
Masterwork’s select chamber and
touring choirs will round out the pro-
gram. The chorus will repeat the con-
cert on Sunday, November 12, at 3
p.m. at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church on 213 West 82 Street in New
York City. For information and tick-
ets, call (973) 455-7008 or visit
masterwork.org. Tickets are $25. Se-
niors pay $20 and students pay $5.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEE TIME…Friends and family rally around Westfield golfer Gary Ostrega at
Lana’s Bar and Restaurant in Clark to watch his progress on “The Big Break VI”
reality TV series, airing weekly on the Golf Channel. Pictured, from left to right,
are Tom Ferro, Mike Toth, Mr. Ostrega, Jim Langton, Gail Ostrega and Rich
Kubicz.

Westfield Golfer Ostrega Gets His
‘Big Break’ on Reality TV Series

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Those watching
the Golf Channel on Tuesday nights
may recognize a familiar local face.
Westfield resident Gary Ostrega re-
cently spent much of his summer
participating in “The Big Break VI,”
filmed at the Trump National Golf
Course in Los Angeles, Calif.

On the part golf competition/part
reality TV series, participants com-
pete for such prizes as exemptions
into championships, golf equipment
contracts and waived entry fees for
tour events. One male and one female
competitor are eliminated during each
weekly installment of the show, which
began its 14-week run on the Golf
Channel on September 26.

Since picking up his first golf club
at age 11 in Chicago, Mr. Ostrega, 53,
has dedicated much of his life to the
sport.

“My initial attraction was the indi-
vidualism of it as opposed to playing
a team sport,” Mr. Ostrega said.

He went on to win the Illinois State
Championship at the high-school level
and attended college via a golf schol-
arship.

Since moving to Westfield 20 years
ago, Mr. Ostrega has additionally
competed in five Majors champion-
ships, won six NJ State Champion-
ship PGA tournaments and is cur-
rently an instructor at Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark.

In February, Mr. Ostrega was re-
portedly pursued to apply for “The
Big Break VI” based on his participa-
tion at a high national level of senior
events. He auditioned in May and
was notified that he was chosen in
June.

“They contacted me saying I was
one of the first ones called, and that I
had to be available in two weeks,” Mr.
Ostrega said. “Hyatt Hills were very
kind in allowing my participation on
such short notice.”

However, just prior to the taping, a
personal tragedy struck Mr. Ostrega’s
family. His 80-year-old father suf-
fered a stroke and passed away soon
thereafter. Fortunately, Mr. Ostrega
was able to visit him in Illinois before
heading to Los Angeles.

“During the show, it was a little bit
of a ‘to do’ because I had just lost my
father,” he said.

Due to the nature of this reality
series, no contact with family or
friends was permitted during the two-
week taping, as it might have re-
vealed whether or not a contestant
had been eliminated.

“It was hard work, sometimes from
5 a.m. to midnight,” he said. “But
they took care of us quite well.”

Donald Trump himself reportedly
spent time with contestants.

“Trump was very accessible and
congenial, at least to me,” Mr. Ostrega
said. “He was willing, ready and able
to discuss anything on a personal level.”

Mr. Ostrega added that several other

celebrities visited the show, but he
wasn’t permitted to reveal their names
before the series conclusion.

He described the atmosphere as
friendly and almost family-like, with
contestants’ ages ranging approxi-
mately between 20 and 60.

“I already knew some of the men
from national-level competitions,” he
said. “So you’re friends off the course,

but not on the battlefield.”
He spoke about one of the female

contestants, Sarah Lynn Johnston, as
he had previously played on tour with
her father, Ralph. He said her swing
and style reminded him of her dad.

And while Mr. Ostrega reported he
was no stranger to being in front of
cameras or crowds, he said he’d never
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