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Kean Helps Tame
‘Grammar Dragons’
UNION – Kean University will

offer a professional development
course titled Taming Grammar Drag-
ons. This six-part course will be held
from 10 a.m. to noon on consecutive
Saturdays between now and Novem-
ber 18 at Kean University, located at
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.

This course will provide an open,
interactive atmosphere for adults at
all career and educational levels. Par-
ticipants will learn skills such as
proper word usage, how to eliminate
unnecessary words, sentence struc-
ture, punctuation, avoiding run-on
sentences, word placement, pronouns
and writing readable sentences.

Taming Grammar Dragons offers
instruction through hands-on prac-
tice in writing and grammatical de-
velopment. Students will share
longstanding problems, which will
be addressed through explanations
and consideration of their needs as
individual lifelong learners. Writing
exercises are incorporated into class
sessions, as well as grammatical
worksheets, to reinforce learning.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call the university’s Office of
Continuing and Professional Educa-
tion at (908) 737-3430.
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By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

It’s disconcerting, nerve-wracking,
depressing, loaded with irony and, oh
yes, brilliant. That’s Martin Scorsese’s
The Departed, yet another look at the
wrenching underbelly of human in-
teraction among the organized crime
set and the cops paid to brave them.

If you thought the director of Taxi
Driver (1976) and The Gangs of New
York (2002) couldn’t possibly ratchet
up the haunting visions that have suf-
fused and identified his work for more
than 30 years, think again. The De-
parted is proof positive that he still
hasn’t gotten it off his chest.

It’s all here: the deceit, the corruption,
the unmitigated violence and the sheer,
confounding madness of it all. Yet while
Mr. Scorsese has long agonized over the
natures of good and evil and that fine line
that divides them, this nightmarishly
poetic foray comes the closest yet to
understanding that gray realm.

Call it Cain and Abel go undercover
in Boston. Nurtured into the game
since a boy by notorious Irish Mafia
bigwig Frank Costello (Jack
Nicholson), Matt Damon’s Colin
Sullivan grows up to join the Massa-
chusetts State Police. And while he’s
doing that, Leonardo DiCaprio’s Billy
Costigan is infiltrating Costello’s mob.

You see, Billy didn’t really wash out
at the police academy as was so con-
vincingly staged. He’s a member of a
very elite group of secret agents. So
elite, in fact, that only his superiors,
Captain Queenan (Martin Sheen) and
Sergeant Dignam (Mark Wahlberg),
know his true identity. That could bode
trouble down the road.

But for now, as both Colin and Billy
jockey for position in their sub rosa
vocations, the audience is left to ponder
the differences, real and imagined, be-
tween these two young men on the
make. In the prologue, Jack Nicholson’s
glib gangster sets the stage: “When I
was your age, they would say you could
become cops or criminals. What I’m
saying is this: When you’re facing a
loaded gun, what’s the difference?”

To make it a little more intriguing, a
love triangle is tossed into the mix. And
just to make it a little more intriguing
than that, only Madolyn (Vera Farmiga),
the police shrink, knows that she’s the
object of both men’s affections.

But if anyone really needs a psy-
chiatrist it’s Frank Costello. Watch-
ing Nicholson etch this venal mon-
ster, you can’t help but yelp, “Look
out Tony Montana. You’ve been
usurped.” Montana, you’ll remem-
ber, is the Cuban overlord Al Pacino
played in the 1983 version of Scarface.

Mr. Nicholson’s performance, how-
ever, is more contained, gathering its
strength from the formidable seething
that precedes each blowup. Doubtless,
he has studied his predecessors and
imparted a bit of each into his rendi-
tion of the totally unpardonable fiend.

But while Nicholson’s portrayal is

The Departed
Destined to Haunt You

the most occupying and DiCaprio’s
the most seat-edged, the Oscar con-
tender among a raft of nomination-
worthy performances is Matt
Damon’s studied tour de force of the
treacher personified. A thespic gem,
it is a treatise in duplicity.

Complementing these characteriza-
tions, Martin Sheen is super as
Queenan. Gee…we sure hope the big
boss is on the up and up. Also terrific,
Alec Baldwin’s parodic depiction of
the agency’s middle management
wonk proves catalytically purpose-
ful. And Wahlberg as Queenan’s
acerbically contentious, right-hand
man – well, let’s just say he’s pretty
good, too.

In the lone female role, Miss
Farmiga’s doctor supplies yet another
viewpoint. At first not privy to the
elaborate cat-and-mouse game to
which she has become tangentially
attached, Madolyn is an interesting
barometer. She is enchanted by
Colin’s confident air, yet touched by
Billy’s vulnerability. Which, in es-
sence, serves as a libidinal metaphor
of the greater conflict at hand.

It’s the yin and yang of cops and
robbers. And when the twain meet,
The Departed leaves you with some-
thing you won’t soon forget.

* * * *
The Departed, rated R, is a Warner

Brothers release directed by Martin
Scorsese and stars Jack Nicholson,
Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt Damon and
Vera Farmiga. Running time: 151 min-
utes

SIGHTSEEING…Leader/Times reporter Kathy Marques recently returned from
a three-week vacation in Portugal. Above, Ms. Marques stands in front of the
Palace of Bussaco in Luso. The palace is situated in the middle of 250 acres of
woodland originally planted by Carmelite monks. The Bucaco forest is the
country’s most revered woodland, featuring more than 700 species of trees.

experienced anything quite like “The
Big Break VI” production.

“There are 12 cameras and a boom
in your face everyday, so initially all
the competitors were a little nervous
or apprehensive,” Mr. Ostrega said.
“But after a while, it’s no longer a
distraction because you got very com-
fortable in that atmosphere.”

Back home in Westfield, his family,
friends and co-workers have been very
supportive of his involvement in “The
Big Break VI.” Many of them get
together at Lana’s, the bar and restau-
rant at Hyatt Hills, every Tuesday night
to watch the newest installment.

“Everyone thinks we know what’s
going to happen (on the show), but
we don’t,” said Mr. Ostrega’s wife of
25 years, Gail, on a recent Tuesday at
Lana’s. “So the whole family just has
to watch it on TV with everyone else.”

Tom Ferro of Union was also at
Lana’s showing support for his golf
instructor.

“Gary has transformed my golf
game and brought it to a new level,”
Mr. Ferro said. “He’s also teaching
my 11 year-old daughter.”

The week the show first premiered,
Lana’s hosted a buffet in Mr. Ostrega’s
honor, and he reported that more than
200 people attended.

“I’m very thankful for the opportu-
nity to be there and have a place to
hang my hat,” he said of Hyatt Hills.

Mr. Ostrega said he enjoyed his
participation in “The Big Break VI”

and was pleased that many of the
female contestants thought highly
enough of his skills to request him as
a golf partner.

He seemed amused by the fact that
his biography, photos and even vid-
eos are on the show’s website.

“Now some people use me as a
screen saver, which is kind of kooky,
but they do,” Mr. Ostrega said.

Despite all the fanfare surrounding
his involvement with the TV pro-
gram, Mr. Ostrega reportedly trea-
sures a different moment on the golf
course.

“My son Geoff was recently able to
caddy for me at the US Senior Open,”
he said. “His involvement was a high-
light.”

In the future, Mr. Ostrega looks for-
ward to possibly winning at a national
level, as well as opportunities to golf
with Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

“I’ll be giving him some tips,” Mr.
Ostrega said with a chuckle. “For
golf, not political.”

To say that Mr. Ostrega really enjoys
the game seems an understatement.

“It’s more than just an interest or
something we do,” he said. “It’s some-
thing we are.”
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WF Golfer’s ‘Big Break’

MERCK SPONSORS WSO OPENING CONCERT…Elizabeth Ryan, left, ex-
ecutive director of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO), receives a check
for $10,000 from Gail Driscoll of Merck and Co, making possible WSO’s season
opening performance of Turandot, which took place recently in both Westfield
and the PNC Arts center. The WSO can next be heard (and seen) performing a
new musical soundtrack to horror classic Frankenstein on Saturday, October 28,
at 7:30 p.m. at Kean University. For tickets, call (908) 737-SHOW.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Life is all about
choices. In Stephen Schwartz’s musical,
Children of Eden, now playing at the
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) com-
munity theater, Mr. Schwartz’s theme
posits that man makes some miserable
choices along the journey we call life.

Eden is quite a provocative departure
from the King James’ version of creation
and the Garden of Eden, with daughter
Eve as an inquisitive little devil. She
doesn’t like to be told “no” by anyone,
even the God figure called “Father.”

After Eve has disobeyed Father and
tasted a forbidden macintosh or golden
delicious, Adam comes home from a
hard day of naming plants and animals
to ask the little wife what’s cooking.

She tempts him with fruit pie, frit-
ters and even tries to get him to drink
from her cup of apple cider.

When Adam realizes what Eve has
done, he is appalled, but intrigued
when Eve shows him the strange phe-
nomenon where day turns to night as
they approach the glistening Tree of
Knowledge.

Lyricist/composer Mr. Schwartz
uses not one, but five snakes that
writhe and wriggle ingeniously from
the tree to ask mind-boggling ques-
tions of the couple.

Their sibilant “s” punctuates the
ends of words as they, as a collective
snake, hiss out questions in song.

In an unexpected and unreasonable
twist, Father gives Adam a choice to be
with Eve, sealing their banishment from
the Garden forever, or to leave her and
be God’s son for the rest of his life.

From this “test,” all dilemmas are
born.

A series of choices rests with Adam,
his sons Abel and Cain and ultimately
also with Father.

Act II’s Adam morphs into Noah,
but the same choices twist and turn
like that serpent to come back and
bite him. The eternal conflict between
father and son causes the story line to
freefall, since neither father nor son
knows what the other wants.

‘Eden’ Blossoms
With Talented Children
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Although Eden isn’t the best of Mr.
Schwartz’s laundry list of hit shows
including Wicked, Pippin, Godspell,
Working, Hunchback and Pocahontas,
the voices in CDC’s production make
it worth the trip.

David Thomas Hampson has been
cast perfectly as the Father/God fig-
ure. His rigid, physical, commanding
presence and booming, operatic voice
resonate power.

The singing talent of Eric Harper,
as Adam/Noah, blossoms in a num-
ber of songs. Throughout, he is a
believable son and father.

Tina Kaye’s Eve/Mama Noah is a
virtuoso in “The Spark of Creation.”
Ms. Kaye’s vocal versatility runs from
Broadway to pop to jazzy blues and
gospel sounds. Her Act II showstopper
“Ain’t It Good” is a showcase of
musical control.

In the supporting roles of Cain/
Japheth and Abel/Ham, Ed Egan and
George Platis bring a new spin on the
biblical love/ hate relationship of Cain
and Abel.

In “Stranger to the Rain,” Samantha
Hahn, as Yonah the slave girl who
bears the scornful mark of Cain, elic-
its empathy and heartbreak with her
angelic face and voice.

Others of note are soloists Andrea
Brooks and Frank Todisco, whose
belted song “Generations” brings
down the house at the top of Act II.

Bravo to producer Elizabeth
Howard, director John Menter, musi-
cal director Paul Budd, his able band
and choreographer Macada McMullen
Brandl, whose creative synergy present
this energetic company in well-done
costumes by Ellen Fitzpatrick.

The unique set, designed by direc-
tor Mr. Menter, is comprised of a
functional, if mammoth, multileveled
structure eclipsed by a stage-filling
cutout-silhouetted globe. Mark
Reilly’s lighting brings it all to life.

In Act II when Noah sings, “The
hardest part of love is letting go,” it’s
the lesson God himself learns in Eden,
and the same one all parents need to
remember.

Classical Music Series
Debuts in Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Allegro
Project concert series debuted its new
season of music performed by up-
and-coming new artists at All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains.

The series launched on October 15
with a performance by Michael
Spassov, composer and organist, with
future performances by other artists
slated for December 3, January 28
and April 22.

The series is the brainchild of Mr.
Spassov, the artistic director for the
Allegro Project.

“There is an enormous opportunity
to introduce exceptional talent early
in their career. It is my intention that
people will be able to say they heard
them here first,” Mr. Spassov said.

Rector of All Saints Jane Rockman
said, “Many of the great composers

wrote specifically for the church. A
concert series of beautiful music is a
natural for a sacred space.”

Future performances from the Al-
legro Project will include Andrei
Tchekmazov, cellist, on December 3.
Tibi Cziger, clarinetist, will share the
stage with Sivan Magen, harpist, on
January 28. Eric Nowlin, a viola vir-
tuoso, will conclude this season next
April 22 with a performance.

Tickets for all performances are
$15 in advance and $20 at the door. A
subscription to all four performances
is $50. Tickets are available online at
www.allsaints-spnj.org or by calling
(866) 811-4111.

Performances will take place at 3
p.m. at All Saints’ Church, 559 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, with parking
in the rear.

Symphony to Perform
Lombardo World Premiere

PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Symphony Orchestra will perform the
world premiere of Mario Lombardo’s
new orchestral work entitled “Late
Autumn,” for violin, strings and harp,
on Saturday, October 21. Sabian Pautza
will conduct, and Evelyn Estasva will
be the featured violin soloist. Also on
the evening’s program are Saint-
Saens’s Violin Concerto and Brahms’
Symphony No. 2.

The concert will be held at 8p.m. at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church, located at 716 Watchung Av-
enue in Plainfield.

“Late Autumn” was composed in
part from a 2005 Heart Grant from
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. The work is part of Suite
for All Seasons, including “Winter
Frolic,” “Early Spring” and “A Mid-
summer Night’s Waltz.” Warner Bros.
Music Corp. originally published the
suite as four piano solos in 1995.

In 1983, Mr. Lombardo received a
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
composer’s grant, which resulted in a
work for orchestra entitled Spectrum.
The world premiere performance took
place on October 20, 1984 at the 65th
Gala Anniversary Concert of the

Plainfield Symphony, conducted by
George Marriner Maull. Since then, the
work has been performed extensively by
leading orchestras throughout the United
States, and Mr. Lombardo has recorded
it as a piano solo transcription.

In 1990, Sabin Pautza conducted
the Plainfield Symphony in a success-
ful performance of Mr. Lombardo’s
symphonic fairytale Drakestail.
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*NEWSFLASH*
As of press time, Gary
Ostrega is still alive on

“The Big Break VI”


