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ASPELL HITS WINNER, MEREDITH POSTS SHUTOUT

Second-Seeded Raiders Blank
Soccer Bulldogs, 1-0, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One header was what it took for the
second-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys’ soccer
team, No. 15 in the state, to get past
15th-seeded Dayton in the first round
of the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on October 13.

Junior defender Evan Aspell net-
ted the game’s lone goal while se-
nior goalie Bryan Meredith turned
aside three shots to notch the shut-
out. Bulldog Dave Sauerhoff had a
good game and made 18 saves for
the 8-2-1 Bulldogs.

“A win is a win. You get one and the
other team doesn’t get any,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.
“However, the only thing you want to
concern yourself about in tournament
play is advancing and you don’t need
to worry if you’re playing pretty or
not. You need to give a lot of credit to
Dayton, they played hard and they
did a good job out there especially
their goalie.”

A choking defensive Raider unit

limited the Bulldogs to just two shots
on goal in the first half. The Raiders
did have their opportunities, but a
rough field could not steer the ball
into the net until Aspell greeted the
ball inside the box off a cross from
junior defender Jeff Stuart and headed
it into the net inside the two-minute
mark of the first half.

“We came out probably better than
in most of our games in the first half,”
said Meredith. “We possessed the ball,
just kept on going after them, press-
ing, trying to get that goal early and
not let them linger around thinking
that they can beat us.”

In the second half, the Raiders held
back their aggressiveness somewhat,
got away from their possession game,
while attempting to tire out the Bull-
dogs by working the long balls and
holding the offense to three shots.

“One of the most outstanding guys
back there is (Brian) Hessemer. He’s
just rock solid back there, he reads
the plays well, breaks things up and
his ball skills are excellent,” said
Breznitsky. “He never panics, he’s

cool, calm and collected on the ball
and that helps solidify that defense
tremendously.”

“It’s a county game and it’s a win
or go home situation,” added
Hessemer. “Our game plan was to
put them away as early as we can but,
as the game continued, that didn’t
happen; however, we did get the one
we needed.”

When asked what the key to the
Raider defense was, Hessemer said,
“We have real good soccer minds.
We understand what the offender is
going to do. We work as a team. We
talk, communicate and shift as a unit
and it’s all beginning to come to-
gether now.”

“I stay with the same mind set
every game. Just get ready and don’t
take any team lightly,” said Meredith.
“Every team in the county tourna-
ment is going to be ready to play and
they are going to leave it all on the
field, so you never know what to
expect.”

“In our end of it, we still struggle
a little bit which has been part of a
motif all season long,” concluded
Breznitsky. “We’re looking to get
somebody on top who can be consis-
tent in finishing off the opportuni-
ties that we have. Hopefully we can
get it together throughout the tour-
nament. With Meredith in the goal
we feel pretty confident because
we’re not going to give any up.”

The Raiders meet 10th-seeded A.L.
Johnson, who defeated seventh-
seeded Cranford, 2-1, on October 21.
Dayton 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Blue Devil Gymnasts Tune Up
With Victory over Elizabeth
The Westfield High School gym-

nastics team rested a few of its top
girls in a 100.475-50.125 tune up
victory over host Elizabeth on Octo-
ber 12. The 13th-ranked Blue Devils
elevated their record to 8-0.

Blue Devil Claire Stevens-Haas
grabbed the top spot with an All-Around
total of 34.55. She took first on the
balance beam with a score of 9.125,
first on the floor exercises with an 8.875,
first on the uneven bars with an 8.1 and
tied for second in the vault with an 8.55.

Lacy Cummings was second All-
Around with a total of 33.5 and placed
first in the vault with an 8.65. She

placed second on the beam at 9.075,
third on the floor at 8.575 and fourth
on the unevens at 7.2. Natalie Golikov
took second on the unevens with a
score of 8.05 and second on the floor
with a score of 8.775.

Jenna Skoller tied for second in the
vault at 8.55 and placed fourth on
floor. Tina Chabrier placed third on
bars at 7.975 and fifth in vault at 8.35
while Jamie Bornstein placed fourth
in vault at 8.45. Catherine Cordeiro
placed third on beam and fifth on
floor. Julia Valentin placed fourth on
beam and fifth on bars while Gillian
McGovern placed sixth on beam.

BLUE DEVIL JENNA RODRIGUES GRABS ALL-AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Crown at Cougar Invitational

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ranked 13th in the state, the
Westfield High School gymnastics
team was expected to be favored to
win the Fourth Cougar Invitational so
it was no surprise when the Blue
Devil girls took top honors with a
team score of 105.575 in Cranford on
October 13. It was also no surprise
that A. L. Johnson placed second with
a team score of 101.475.

Prior to the meet, Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Bryan commented,
“We know we are seeded first and we
want to walk away with everything
this season. I’m looking not only to
take first place as a team but I’m
looking for some of my girls to place
in the top three, Jenna Rodrigues tak-
ing All-Around, Claire Macdonald
continuing to shine on everything. It
could be close between Jenna and
Claire depending on who hits what.
Tonight is going to be a practice for us
for the counties next week. We’re
gearing up!”

Rodrigues, a freshman, did what
coach Bryan wanted by getting the
highest All-Around score of 36.35.
Her smooth routine, featuring high
leaps, a handstand and a back somer-
sault, earned her first on the balance
beam with a 9.25 score. Rodrigues
also won the floor exercises with a
mark of 9.25, placed fourth in the
vault with a 9.3 and grabbed fifth on
the uneven bars with a score of 8.55.

Stiff competition came from
Johnson Crusader Marissa Rusin who
placed second All-Around with a 26.2
total. Rusin also won the unevens with
a score of 9.2, placed second on the
beam at 9.05 and took fourth on the
floor with an 8.9. Blue Devil
Macdonald, a senior, finished sixth
All-Around with a total of 34.7. She

tied for second with Union’s Jessica
Greenwald on the floor with a score of
9.1 and tied for sixth with teammate
Kelsey Greenfield and Raider senior
Natalie Capoccia on the beam with a
mark of 8.625. Greenfield also placed
fifth on the floor with a score of 8.85.

Katherine Gelline, of Westfield, who
competes for Mt. St. Mary’s Acad-
emy, placed third All-Around with a
total of 35.7. She placed second on the
unevens with a score of 8.775 and
third on the beam at 9.025. Raider
freshman Gina Pelosi took fifth in the
vault with a score of 9.275 and team-
mate Annie Smith took sixth on the
beam with a mark of 8.425. Blue Devil
Lacey Cummings took fifth on the
beam with an 8.725 and teammate
Claire Stevens-Haas tied with Union
Catholic Viking Kristy Napolitano for
sixth on the floor with an 8.8.

TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield 105.575, 2. A.L. Johnson

101.475, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
98.65, 4. Cranford 96.95, 5. Union Catho-
lic 95.55, 6. Union 90.75.

INDIVIDUAL TOP SCORES:
VAULT: Andie Sablosky (Dayton/

Brearley) 9.45
UNEVEN BARS: Marissa Rusin

(Johnson) 9.2
BALANCE BEAM: Jenna Rodrigues

(Westfield) 9.25
FLOOR EXERCISES: Jenna

Rodrigues (Westfield) 9.25
ALL-AROUND: Jenna Rodrigues

(Westfield) 36.35

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UPSIDE DOWN NOW, BUT ON TOP ALL-AROUND…Blue Devil Jenna Rodrigues, doing a handstand on the balance
beam, had the best All-Around score of 36.35 at the Cougar Invitational. See Westfield/Somerville story on page 17.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12
months, in effect as of 8/28/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates
can change monthly during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest:
Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of
interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred inter-
est. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available
in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are as of 8/28/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert,
Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $3,400,000 MOUNTAINSIDE EXPANDED RANCH $699,900
Gracious Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout.
2-story entry foyer opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by built-
ins.  Step down to the formal dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate
dining area.  Light fills the family room through 2 walls of casement windows.  First floor bedroom off
separate hallway has full bath.  Second floor features expansive bedroom with a huge office/nursery, additional
bedroom and bath.  Walk out from the enormous finished basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard.  A
very special house awaits you.  (052000822)

WESTFIELD WAITING FOR YOU! $630,000

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/22  1-5PM $529,800 SCOTCH PLAINS BRIGHT & SPACIOUS $829,900
Welcome to this beautifully bright and spacious home.  The gracious floor plan allows for wonderful
entertaining possibilities.  As you enter, you are welcomed by the entrance foyer flanked by the living room
and dining room.  The large eat-in kitchen with a center island leads into an expansive family room
complete with a wood-burning fireplace.  The bonus room – possible au pair suite / 5th bedroom on the 1st

floor, along with the 1st floor laundry and oversized deck overlooking the very private wooded backyard
complete the appeal of this wonderful home.  (052001154)

MOUNTAINSIDE GRACIOUS $659,000
Very spacious 5 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split Level.  Light & bright throughout with family room, renovated
kitchen & breakfast sunroom with French doors to the patio, hot tub and private yard.  The oversize living
room with built-in bookcases, brick gas fireplace & hardwood floors opens to the dining room.  Four
additional bedrooms, basement & 2-car attached garage complete this terrific home.  (052001377)

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial.  A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000
SF gem.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed
level of excellence.  This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his &
her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays.  5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury.  Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with
fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented
with custom designed ceilings.  An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also
include granite tops, and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room.  A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more.  Work with the
builder now to make this house your home!  Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283  (052001359)

Custom home completely renovated & expanded since 1998, featuring 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, formal
dining room with bay window, eat-in kitchen with center island, family room, finished basement & 800
sq. ft. deck & fully fenced rear yard.  New plumbing, elec, windows, siding, HWH, HE gas furnace,
CAC, central vac, and surround sound stereo are just some of the highlights of this home.  (052001185)

Four bedroom Bi-Level featuring recently updated full tile bathroom with Corian countertops, updated
kitchen with custom cabinetry, new countertop & backsplash, new automatic garage door opener and key
pad entry.  Family room with walk-out to patio, deck, private yard with wood fencing.  DIR: Rt. 22W to
Glenside to Canterbury.  (052001307)

BUY FOR $2,026/MO. BUY FOR $1,824/MO.ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $1,534/MO. BUY FOR $2,403/MO. BUY FOR $1,908/MO.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAN ON A MISSION…Raider Taylor Molinaro goes airborne in an attempt to
stuff the ball in the Bulldog cage, however Dayton goalkeeper Dave Sauerhoff
made a fine save. Scotch Plains won, 1-0.


