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Reporter Was Corrupt
For Not Checking Facts

Corruption can take many forms. For a
politician, corruption can mean stealing
money from the public till or it can mean
lying to the people. For a journalist, cor-
ruption can mean taking bribes to slant
the news or simply failing to check the
facts.

Tom Kean, Jr., who has made allega-
tions of corruption the sole issue in his
campaign for the U.S. Senate, was him-
self corrupt when he tricked some Eliza-
beth Democrats into appearing with him
at a press conference he called “Demo-
crats for Kean.” As The Associated Press
and The Star-Ledger reported at length,
those Democrats were advocates for
schoolchildren and opponents of corrup-
tion but in no way Kean supporters.

And Paul Peyton was just as corrupt in
his “Peek at the Week” report in the issue
of October 12 because he failed to do
more than reproduce the first two para-
graphs of Mr. Kean’s press release. All
Mr. Peyton had to do was read the papers.

It’s an old adage in journalism: If your
mother says she loves you, check it out.

William G. Connolly, Jr.
Westfield

Last Week’s Letter Not
Written by Hogaboom
Last Thursday, October 12, an article

appeared in The Westfield Leader sup-
posedly written by Tommy Hogaboom
complaining about the condition of the
American flag at the Westfield American
Legion Post No. 3.

I did not write this letter. I have no
problem with the American Legion, Ralph
Douglas, Charlie Townsend or my father.

The American Legion and its members
have done nothing but try to help me and
my Eagle Project. I am grateful to them.
Those who have problems should write
under their own names.

Tom Hogaboom
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Last week, someone
falsely used Mr. Hogaboom’s identity
and simulated his e-mail account.

Neil LeStrange Responds to Letter
From Former Chief Thomas O’Brien
I am writing this letter in response to

the letter from ex-Police Chief Thomas
O’Brien.

I feel the citizens of Scotch Plains
should hear directly from me with regard
to the matter he raised. I am disturbed that
the man who issued many commenda-
tions to me when I was an officer in the
police department would now choose to
malign me with false and offensive innu-
endo for patently political reasons. Had I
been the person he described in his letter
he would have fired me rather than give
me commendations. Truth should be the
watchword of a campaign, but the Repub-
licans can’t do that and win this election.

First let me say I have instructed my
staff and campaign workers not to initiate
personal attacks against our opponents,
Ms. Malool, Ms. Sorge and Mr. Duthie.
We will respond to the issues regarding
the attacks on us. I shall leave all the
sleaze and mudslinging to my opponents.
We do not believe that this type of cam-
paigning is productive, and it hurts the
reputation of the township and the resi-
dents of Scotch Plains without speaking
to the issues of taxes, employee relations
and infrastructure maintenance. We have
dedicated ourselves to running a clean,
honest and open campaign, and our resi-
dents should expect no less from us. We
will continue to bring our message to the
residents. We have made ourselves avail-
able to the voters through barbecues and
teas and we have met the commuters at
the Fanwood train station, and we are
going door-to-door to hear our neigh-
bors’ concerns. This weekend the cam-
paign had a strong presence downtown on
Scotch Plains Day.

When our lawn signs went missing, we
just replaced them. We did not run off to
the police. We did so only after the Re-
publicans’ professional operative, Bill
McClintock, known for his dirty tricks,
did. I know how Mr. McClintock and his
“Good Old Boys” run a campaign and I
will stand up against their dirty tactics. I
feel that Mr. McClintock still holds a
grudge against me from when he tried to
interfere with a lawful arrest when he was

a councilman and I was a police officer. I
stood up to him then and I will stand up to
him now.

The attack on me was a desperate at-
tempt by my opponents to discredit me.
They know many of you are too busy to
read my 700-page deposition. Therefore,
I will place relevant portions of my depo-
sition on our website, www.spdems.com,
for all of you to read free of charge. If the
Republicans want other portions posted
they may let me know. I want you to read
it for yourself and find out how “disturb-
ing” it truly isn’t. And when you are done
with my deposition, I would hope you
would go read the relevant racist portions
of ex-Chief O’Brien’s deposition, which
we will be posting as well. If you read all
of the depositions you will see why over
$490,000 was spent on behalf of the town.
This expense would have been avoided
had the issue been handled properly. In
my opinion, had this case gone further, it
would have cost the taxpayers hundreds
of thousands of dollars more.

I know my opponents have seen the
election polls conducted by your newspa-
per showing them clearly behind. That is
why I feel that they must now resort to
slander. It’s a shame my opponents don’t
have the guts to do it themselves and had
to resort to a bitter ex-police chief to do it
for them. I have said that employee rela-
tions are one of the primary issues in this
contest. These continuing problems could
cost us hundreds of thousands of dollars
in the future. I know that although this
lawsuit involving the four officers has
been settled, there is more expensive liti-
gation looming. Last week, a DPW em-
ployee, who like Ms. Sorge, is a son of
Montazzoli, was suspended for six months
for speaking out about improper treat-
ment from the new public works director.

How can anyone be expected to run a
clean government if they can’t run a clean
campaign?

Neal LeStrange
Democrat Candidate for Scotch

Plains Township Council

Groundbreakings for Redevelopments
Mark Milestones In Fanwood Boro

Scotch Plains Cannot Afford to Lose
Atkins Because of ‘Political Vendettas’

Former Chief O’Brien’s Letter
More Outrageous Than First Thought

Symphony Reviewer Devoted Too
Much Space to Opera’s Late Start

Fourth Grade Wis.
Class Seeks Look at NJ

Our fourth grade class is currently
studying the regions of the United States.
We are learning about each state and their
environment, landforms, and special
places of interest. We are asking for your
help. We would like people to send us
postcards that show us what your state is
like.

This would give us the opportunity to
get a firsthand look at your state and help
us to become aware of the great country
we live in. If you would like to write a
note on back we would appreciate it.

We want to take this opportunity in
advance to thank you for helping us make
learning a fun and rewarding experience.
We appreciate your help.

Jackie Shier, 4th grade class
C/O Peshtigo Elem. Learning Center

341 N. Emery Ave.
Peshtigo, WI 54157

This week was a great week of mile-
stones in Fanwood. As mayor, I had the
pleasure of attending not just one, but two
groundbreaking ceremonies for the highly
anticipated construction projects within
our downtown redevelopment area. Both
are historic because it will mark the first
time in 30 years that any new construction
has occurred within this 6.5-acre site.

What has made this so gratifying is that
both mixed use projects are being done by
individuals with long ties to our commu-
nity. The Cornerstone project, at 222 South
Avenue, is the proud investment of the
Marcovecchio family. Mr. Marcovecchio,
the father, is the local barber at the
Fanwood Clipper.

Station Mews at Fanwood, located at
234 South Avenue, is the proud invest-
ment of Helen and Jeff Ling. Helen and
her husband are the owners of Enchant-
ments, the gift boutique that has been in
town for over a decade. Both projects,
according to the owners, are slated for
completion in the spring/summer of 2007.

While it has been a long two and one-

half years of talking, working and col-
laborating with these property owners
and others within the area, the results are
starting to show. While I often say that
Fanwood has taken the road less traveled
- by choosing to work with individual
property owners versus going the one
developer route - I am as confident today,
as I was three years ago, that was the right
choice for Fanwood.

Giving the entire redevelopment area
to one developer, which the previous
Republican administration advocated and
now the GOP candidates for borough
council still would have preferred - is
what separates my administration’s vi-
sion from theirs. I can only say that route
would have surely resulted in the use of
eminent domain by the borough - some-
thing that I, along with Council President
Donna Dolce, who is now running for re-
election, were furiously opposed to.

I also find it amusing, but I would
venture to say that the Ling and
Marcovecchio families who are making a
considerable financial commitment in
Fanwood, would find it insulting and
shortsighted, that candidate MacDonald’s
current picture of Fanwood development
is one marked by “a lack of progress.” Mr.
MacDonald was invited to the
groundbreaking ceremonies as a member
of the planning board but did not attend.

Lastly, I would share these simple facts
on approved planning board projects in
the downtown area: 222 South Avenue,
230 South Avenue, 300 South Avenue
and the project known as Station Square
- combined currently bring in an esti-
mated $25,000 in current taxes. When
they are completed over the next year or
so, they will bring in taxes estimated at
$431,000.

Something that every resident of
Fanwood can and will benefit from -
increased ratables.

As mayor, I have faith that the resi-
dents understand the difference between
results and empty political rhetoric.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Rumors seem to be swirling about town
that the Democrat candidates for the
Scotch Plains Council plan on firing Tom
Atkins as the municipal manager if they
get control of the township council. I have
worked with Tom Atkins for 16 years as
a member of the township council, in-
cluding four years as deputy mayor and
four terms as mayor.

From personal experience, I can tell
you he is one of the most hardworking
members of our municipal government
and very dedicated to the residents of this
community. Tom Atkins grew up in this
town and has worked for the community
for several decades. He has worked with

both Republican and Democrat council-
men over the years. Tom Atkins is re-
spected statewide for his work in the
field, so much so that his peers elected
him to serve as chairman of the New
Jersey State Managers Association, an
honor reserved for the best in his field.

Scotch Plains cannot afford to lose
such a fine public servant because of
personal political vendettas. I encourage
this paper to investigate these rumors,
and if proven true, find out why the Demo-
crats are basing their campaign on some-
thing so destructive.

Former Mayor Joan Papen, GOP,
Scotch Plains

Last week I was called upon, on short
notice, to comment on behalf of the
LeStrange, Glover and Strauss campaign
for Scotch Plains Township Council about
former Police Chief O’Brien’s incendi-
ary letter to the editor suggesting that
Neal LeStrange was a racist. At that time,
I did not have the documents to review, so
I reacted based only on my knowledge of
Chief O’Brien’s prior bad judgment and
questionable credibility.

Now that I have had a chance to review
the hundreds of pages of transcripts in
question and other documents in that case,
I find that Chief O’Brien’s letter was even
more outrageous than at first thought.
The case in which the testimony was
taken concerned, among other things, an
allegation that Chief O’Brien “aided and
abetted” racism. I believe that if the case
had gone to trial, Chief O’Brien would
have been found to have “aided and abet-
ted” racism.

I have read the sections of the testi-

mony O’Brien alluded to in his sugges-
tion of racism by Neal LeStrange and
believe that no fair-minded person could
reasonably come to that conclusion. Each
reader is invited to read that testimony
posted on this paper’s website and decide
for yourself.

I am also concerned that Mayor Marks
and Tom Atkins commented to the press
in support of O’Brien’s outrageous letter.
Had they acted in a non-political way,
they would have condemned the letter.
They also would have pointed out that
you, the taxpayers, paid hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars defending the town be-
cause, in part, of O’Brien’s alleged be-
havior.

Anyone who has followed Scotch Plains
politics would suspect that O’Brien’s let-
ter was the handiwork of Bill McClintock.
Bill is known as a dirty campaigner but
this is low even for him.

Richard Samuel
DEM Campaign Manager

Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Meconophagist – An opium eater
2. Hepatolithiasis – Gallstones
3. Integument – An outer covering of a

body or plant
4. Pansophy – Universal wisdom or

knowledge

CINERACEOUS
1. Having the color of ashes
2. Harsh; vulgar
3. Balanced; stable
4. Disposed to agitation; violence

BOTHRENCHYMA
1. Sticky, viscous or gooey texture of

certain plants
2. Film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
4. In botany, tissue composed of pitted

ducts
LEUCOSIS

1. An irregularly high amount of red
blood cells

2. An overproduction of white blood
cells in the circulatory system

3. Vericose veins
4. Albinism

CARRION
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
2. The decaying flesh of a dead body
3. With great speed
4. Turmoil

WF Comm. Players,
Wonderful Live Theatre

This past Friday we were treated to
another ‘hidden’ jewel right here in
Westfield. We attended a showing of The
Cemetery Club performed by the
Westfield Community Players. We ini-
tially purchased the tickets as a way to
support the Archive Fund for the Westfield
Historical Society.

We were surprised to find ourselves
enjoying a night of very good theater. A
professional production that was won-
derfully acted, it gave us many laughs and
even a tear or two. Several of us spoke of
how we just had never made the time to
enjoy this lovely theater practically in our
backyard. With such easy access to the
Westfield Symphony and the Westfield
Community Players, our city’s cultural
cup is overflowing. We highly recom-
mend to all that you share in this terrific
experience of live theater.

An extra special thank you goes to Gail
Smith of the Society’s Archive Commit-
tee for organizing this lovely event. Your
efforts were most appreciated.

Debby and Bob Burslem
Westfield

More Letters
Starting Page 19

A couple of weeks ago, The Westfield
Leader ran a letter from Keith Hertell
that, almost literally, sang the praises of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
their recent performance of Puccini’s
opera, Turandot. I couldn’t agree more.
In fact, Mr. Hertell’s letter captured the
essence of the performance far more elo-
quently than the review by Brad Tinfow
that ran in the October 12 edition of The
Leader.

It is apparent from the review that Mr.
Tinfow is a knowledgeable and avid fan
of opera. I was, therefore, surprised and
confused that he chose to devote three of
the first four paragraphs to the fact that
the opera began (brace yourselves!) “a
full 13 minutes into the hour.” He goes on
to belabor the point that some of the
choral passages were omitted from the
original opera, resulting in some discon-
tinuity in the dialogue (which is, of course,
entirely in Italian). While those audience
members who spoke fluent Italian or who
had committed Turandot to memory may
have found this troubling, I would wager
that the other 99.9 percent of us were
simply too overwhelmed by the beauty
and virtuosity of the performance to care.

Finally, about one third of the way
through his piece, Mr. Tinfow actually

begins to review the opera, which he
seems to have enjoyed thoroughly de-
spite the unconscionable delay. In fact,
Mr. Tinfow’s review ends as it should
have begun, stating that the quality of
playing and singing was near perfection.
He correctly relates the overwhelmingly
positive and enthusiastic response of the
audience, who seemed untroubled by the
absence of the Emperor’s character or by
the fact that the text provided with the
program was “rendered only in English.”
Incidentally, this response mirrored the
many-minute standing ovation from 5,000
people that the same performance had
received at the PNC Arts Center only four
days previously.

What is missing in Mr. Tinfow’s clini-
cal review is not only a depiction of the
sheer delight of the evening, but also a
reminder of how incredibly honored and
privileged we are to have the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra in our collective lives.
It is a tribute to the reputation and talent of
David Wroe that the WSO is able to bring
world-class soloists and stunning perfor-
mances right to our proverbial doorsteps.

Bravo, Maestro Wroe! (But next time,
try to get to the podium a bit quicker, ok?)

Marty Silverman
Westfield

Councilman Thanks SP
Recr. CommissionWork

Scotch Plains is fortunate to have an
abundance of volunteer organizations,
which are so important to the foundation
of our community. One such organiza-
tion, which may not be familiar to many,
is the Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion. Comprised of all volunteers with a
variety of backgrounds, the commission
sets the vision for our parks, ball fields,
recreation leagues and programs, as well
as senior activities.

We are fortunate through their efforts,
that over recent years, we have experi-
enced great progress in all of these areas.
The breadth of their efforts was vividly
demonstrated this past weekend with the
opening at Scotch Hills of the new mini
golf course.

The commission had the vision to take
a portion of property with little use and
turn it into a new recreational use for our
community, which will also add addi-
tional revenue. While doing so, the project
also made enhancements to the existing
golf course and parking for all those who
enjoy the clubhouse.

The grand opening was attended by
hundreds from throughout the commu-
nity. While there are little improvements
to be made as the facility matures, it was
a wonderful start. I have been fortunate to
see this volunteer group and supporting
professional staff work tirelessly over the
last seven years.

Personally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them for their out-
standing efforts for our community.

Frank Rossi
Council Recreation Liaison

For More Information
www.goleader.com/help
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Candidates Should Face the Public
And Forget Nasty Party Politics

Political campaigns at one time seemed fun, al-
though perhaps silly at times. There were hoopla,
balloons and blustering. Campaign buttons were
passed out – many with pleasant themes, such as “I
Like Ike.” Even retrospect buttons were distributed.
One favorite notes, “Don’t Blame Me, I Voted for
Bret Schundler.” Even buttons for local candidates
appeared with simple slogans – “I Walked for

Westfield.”
Buttons seem to have disappeared. Now, commer-

cials, mailings and lawn signs dominate. Also today,
lawn signs seem to be a target for theft, and most
campaigns for office are nasty. The voters are turned
off.

Candidates in the past seemed anxious to meet the
public and provide their thoughts on issues. This is
not so today in Scotch Plains. The Scotch Plains
Democrat council candidates will not participate in
the annual, televised Meet the Candidates forum this
year. DEM campaign Chairman Richard Samuel
said, “I refuse to subject my candidates to the abu-
sive tactics of the Scotch Plains Republican Party,
and particularly to those of Bill McClintock.”

We’re having difficulty organizing the TV forum
for the Fanwood candidates. In this case, the DEMs
are ready to go, but we haven’t heard from the GOP.

Time is running out to schedule forums for the
public to view the candidates for the November 7
election. Sadly, negative campaigning is prevalent.
With this, candidates forget that the most important
thing is the well being of the community they prom-
ise to serve, not the victory for their party, their egos
or personal gain. It’s time for the public to demand
better from the candidates – our future officials.

There is a vicious issue going on in the Scotch
Plains council race. Former Police Chief Tom O’Brien
petitions the public to read sworn testimony given by
candidate Neal LeStrange during a lawsuit by other
police officers against the township. The Democrat
party counters by enjoining the public to read the
testimony of Chief O’Brien during that trial.

Through the Open Public Records Act, the 1,000
pages of testimony were obtained, scanned and
posted on the Internet at www.goleader.com/fea-
tures. See the reference, 06Oct19-SP-Trial. It’s for
the public to decide.

We don’t know if a last-ditch effort can save the
candidates’ forums on TV for the residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. We know that, after the elec-
tions, the public will depend on their elected officials
to do the right thing for the communities. Everyone
wants to walk the streets as neighbors and friends.


