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Local School Boards Monitor
Property Tax Reform Hearings
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS —Local school
officials have monitored sessions of
the state’s joint legislative committees on property-tax reform. Commissioned by Governor Jon Corzine
in June, the committees have held
hearings in Trenton and throughout
New Jersey on topics pertinent to
reforming New Jersey’s highest-inthe-nation property taxes.
The four committees – the Public

Police Seek Three Men
In Custodian Assault
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
continuing to investigate an assault
on a custodian Monday afternoon in
which the victim also was robbed on
the grounds of Washington Elementary School in Westfield.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
three male suspects approached the
31-year-old victim, a Roselle Park
resident whose name was not released, at about 4:45 p.m. The custodian was on his way to a detached
trailer on the St. Marks Avenue
property.
One of the suspects struck the
victim in the face, causing him to
fall to the ground. The custodian
was then robbed of $29 in cash,
Captain Auchter confirmed to The
Westfield Leader yesterday.
The suspects were described as
two white males and one black male,
all 18 or 19 years old.
“Dr. [William] Foley did send an
e-mail message to all parents of what
occurred,” said District Community
Relations Coordinator Lorre Korecky.
She said he assured parents that
the “education and security of all
the students are a priority” for the
district.
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel treated the victim at the scene.
Anyone with information about the
case is asked to call the Westfield
Police Department at (908) 789-4000.

School Funding Reform Committee,
the Joint Committee on Government
Consolidation and Shared Services,
the Committee on Public Employees
Benefits Reform and the Joint Legislative Committee on Constitutional
Reform and Citizens Property Tax
Constitutional Convention – have
mulled a variety of cost-cutting ideas
to reduce New Jersey property taxes.
Each committee, co-chaired by a
senator and an assembly member, hears
testimony from expert witnesses and
educational organizations; public testimony has been allowed since August.
They will wrap up the sessions by
the end of October and must submit
final reports to the full legislature by
Wednesday, November 15.
Governor Corzine gave the committees a deadline of January 1, 2007
to come up with solutions, or he will
place the proposal of holding a Constitutional Convention on the ballot for
voters to consider by November 2007.
One idea proposed by the Public
School Funding Reform Committee
calls for the mandatory merger of the
state’s 616 school districts into 21
countywide school districts. Presently, there are 23 school districts in
Union County. Committees have also
discussed mandatory mergers of
neighboring municipalities.
Other proposals under consideration
include revising the school funding
formula, tougher qualifications for
public pensions, higher employee benefits contributions, increasing the retirement age, allowing municipalities
to impose local taxes, capping state
debt, increased income taxes and taxing homes differently than businesses.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) members Linda
Nelson and Don Parisi report information from the hearings to the BOE. Ms.
Nelson is the vice president of the Garden State Coalition of Schools (GSC),
an organization that has representatives
testify before the committee on public
school funding reform.
At its last monthly agenda meeting, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
agreed with Mr. Parisi’s suggestion
that the board should submit a report

Arbitrator Submits Report
On Town, FMBA Contract
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An arbitrator has
submitted a proposed settlement for a
new contract between the Town of
Westfield and the Westfield Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association
(FMBA) No. 30. The previous contract expired on December 31, 2003.
Details of the contract will not be
released until both sides review it.
Although the contract is binding, both
sides have the right to appeal the
decision in State Superior Court.
Town administrator Jim Gildea said
the town’s governing body was to review the decision in executive session
at its Tuesday, October 17, meeting to
determine if they agree with the proposal. He said the FMBA membership
is expected to do the same.
The 38-member FMBA would have
the first contract settled through binding arbitration in the town’s history.
“I don’t think we can release anything,” Mr. Gildea said last Friday.
He said he needs to see what “their
(town council’s) thoughts are and how
to proceed.”

“I hope to have it (the ordinance for
the new contract) ready for introduction for (October 24)” if the council
and FMBA opt not to appeal, he said.
The Policemen’s Benevolent Association (PBA) Local 90 is also in
arbitration for its contract, which expired on December 31, 2005. The
PBA’s membership plans to attend
the town council’s Tuesday, October
24, meeting in an effort to rally support for a new contract.
Mr. Gildea said benefits and salary
increase percentages “across the board”
are the main issues in contract talks.
A paid bulletin board letter the PBA
published in the October 12 issue of
The Westfield Leader claims that starting salaries for police officers would
only increase $1,723 over four years,
with starting salaries at $35,000.
The Teamsters Union, representing public works employees, is currently in mediation with the town for
a new contract. The union’s previous
agreement ended on December 31,
2005. Unlike the police and fire
unions, the Teamsters contract does
not offer binding arbitration.

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader

FACE LIFT...Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) Executive Director
Sherry Cronin displays an illustration of the proposed façade improvements to
101 East Broad Street, the home of Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe. The DWC awarded
an exterior-restoration grant to Bovella’s for the project, which Mrs. Cronin said
would create a “café feel” for the building.

to the Government Shared Services
Committee regarding the benefits
gained from merging school districts
and other municipal shared services.
“We need to get our story in front of
the committee on what we’ve done
for the past 75 years,” he said. Taking
the same position as the New Jersey
School Boards Association, Mr. Parisi
and other board members discussed
their support for voluntary mergers
and their opposition to mandated ones.
Ms. Nelson told The Westfield
Leader that she is concerned that the
time allotted to the committees to
review the issues and formulate proposals is insufficient.
“There is not much opportunity for
the public to comment on what they
propose. Good policy is not pushed
through in a few weeks,” she told The
Leader.
She said she is concerned that the
main focus of the hearings has been
on reducing taxes and saving money.
“There has been only an occasional
reference to maintaining educational
quality. We need to maintain that quality,” she said.
William Foley, Westfield superintendent of schools, said the Westfield
school district has worked through the
GSC to keep up with developments in
the committees and to represent its
position on the issues. Mr. Foley also
wrote letters to Senators John Adler
and Bob Smith, who co-chair two of
the committees. Representatives from
the district have been active with the
New Jersey Education Association,
which, along with the GSC, lobbies
for the district’s interests.
The Westfield BOE has not taken
any formal position on the issues, Mr.
Foley said. Personally, he said, he
agreed with the need to merge some
of the administrations, but didn’t think
that any would merge voluntarily.
Mergers tend to be financially unfair to some districts more than others, Mr. Foley said.
After regionalization, new tax rates
result for each town’s contribution.
“Our state aid, which amounts to
about 5 percent, has been frozen for
five years,” Mr. Foley said. “The state
is supposed to fund 40 percent of
special education, and it hasn’t been.
On the other hand, the public is somewhat unrealistic too. Everyone wants
more services, but lower taxes. Trenton has some tough decisions to make
and they are going to make some
people unhappy,” he said.
Mountainside Superintendent of
Schools Richard O’Malley told The
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader

WHAT’S UP, DOC?...Moviegoers enjoy a classic Bugs Bunny cartoon before the main attraction at the free outdoor movie
night last Friday in the south-side train station parking lot sonsored by the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC). In
honor of the date (Friday the 13), the movie, The Addams Family was screened. This Saturday, the The Wizard of Oz will be
shown by the DWC at the Elm Street field at 7:30 p.m.

Residents Question Memorial
Park’s Paper Street Access
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday’s
council conference session, nearly
20 residents whose homes border
Memorial Park attended the meeting
to give opinions on proposed changes
to the facility’s master plan.
Westfield Recreation Commission
Chairman Jim Marvin and Recreation
Director Bruce Kaufman presented
their proposal, noting that feedback
would be taken into consideration by
the recreation department before its
next meeting on November 6.
Mr. Marvin said plans began over
two years ago and over that time,
after soliciting community input, the
“large wish list” narrowed down.
Concerning the four softball fields
that currently exist, Mr. Marvin said,
“You cannot use all four fields at the
same time” because the outfields “interfere with each other and create a
dangerous situation.” The plan, therefore, calls for a “reconfiguration” of
the fields and “stretches out the space
we want to use,” pushing closer to
residences bordering the fields on
Scotch Plains Avenue.
Mr. Marvin said, “The land itself will
be natural grass and will be built up
with natural grading technology with
layers underneath that for better drainage.” Currently, he said, “if it rains,

those fields aren’t useable for days.”
He said, according to the conceptual plan, the tennis courts would be
moved over and two “dilapidated” ones
would be eliminated, thereby “creating a larger buffer and more parking.”
Specifically, Mr. Marvin said the
plan would create 74 parking spaces
to alleviate the volume on Scotch
Plains Avenue. A handball court
would be eliminated and the basketball court would be moved from the
parking lot closer to the Marion Avenue/West Broad Street entrance.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said he and McKinley Elementary School Principal Claudia
Andreski had “concerns” with the
basketball court. He said moving the
courts closer to houses creates a “magnet area for things not necessarily
related to basketball, like fights or
congregations, [to occur].”
Mr. Kaufman said, “What we are
looking at down the road is the neces-

sity to have a park ranger where these
basketball courts could be opened
and closed at certain times.”
Mr. Marvin said there would be a
walking path around the park, intersecting with Scotch Plains’ Brookside
Park, where he envisions families
“pushing strollers and jogging.”
Hort Street, a paper street, will
remain as a cut-through to the park,
though the commission considered
sealing it off.
“If you seal it off, you might have
emergency-access issues,” Mr.
Marvin said.
Mr. Foerst said by having that entrance open as a secondary entrance,
people are not going to park in the
[74] new parking spaces. They’re
going to park there. It’s easier for
them to park on North Scotch Plains
Avenue and walk through that area
than park by Marion Avenue, which
is a much safer area. A lot of residents
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Bovella’s Receives Grant;
DWC Discusses Safety
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) spent
the majority of its October 16 board
of directors meeting discussing improvements to the property at 101
East Broad Street, the home of
Bovella’s Pastry Shoppe. The DWC
awarded an exterior-restoration grant
to Bovella’s for the project.
The project calls for removal of the
shingled awning above the first floor,
rebuilding of the brick pillar at the
corner of Prospect and East Broad
Streets and reopening of the two
arched windows on the first floor of
the Prospect Street façade.
Sherry Cronin, DWC executive director, said the windows were necessary in order to create a “café feel” to
the renovated space.
Joseph Spector, vice chairman of
the board, expressed his opinion that
the project would be a major improvement to the western end of the downtown portion of East Broad Street.
Dominick Verdic, a property owner
who sits on the DWC board, expressed
concerns over the size and manner of
the DWC’s assistance. He said his
background in construction caused
him to question the quality of work,
how to protect DWC interests and
whether a precedent was being set for
property owners to ask for greater
levels of assistance.
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
addressed Mr. Verdic’s last concern
by pointing out the limited budget for
such projects, and board chairman
David Martone explained the DWC’s
planning matrix.
Mrs. Cronin gave an update on the
progress of changes to the new Chico’s
space, the former Lancaster, Ltd., on
Elm Street. This project also centers
on restoration of the façade to its

original feel, she said.
Additional discussion centered on
planning a “pedestrian safety barricade”
for the front of the Rialto Theatre on
East Broad Street in hopes that a barrier
would improve safety in the area by
preventing pedestrians from milling into
East Broad Street. The barricade would
prevent pedestrians from crossing the
street between the theatre and the Town
Book Store and preclude drop-offs in
front of the theater.
Some members voiced concerns
about whether the improvement
would become an attractive nuisance.
Town Administrator Jim Gildea raised
additional concerns regarding the
“many” layers of governmental approval needed.
In other business, the DWC approved
grants for work done to Thinka Dinka,
a new toy store on East Broad Street
near MountainAvenue, and Earth Child,
a children’s clothing store on Central
Avenue in the Rialto Building.
The board mentioned a “high level
of recent store turnover,” highlighted
by the grand openings of Rockn’ Joe,
Learning Express, Blue Tulip, Thinka
Dinka and Pumpkins & Petunias,
along with this coming weekend’s
grand openings of Tutti Baci Café
and Panoply.
The DWC recognized Kiehl’s for
its donation of a bike rack on Elm
Street by parking lot eight.
Mrs. Cronin outlined the success
of the outdoor showing of The Addams
Family at the South Avenue train station lot on Friday the 13. The Wizard
of Oz is planned for this Saturday,
October 21, at the Elm Street field.
The DWC Trick-or-Treat Downtown
Costume Contest is slated for Sunday,
October 29. The contest will be held at
4:30 p.m. on Quimby Street. Trick-ortreaters should look for orange posters
from participating merchants.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader

A CENTRAL PARK…Westfield Recreation Commission Director Bruce Kaufman,
left, diagrams proposed changes to Memorial Park. Mr. Kaufman and commission
Chairman Jim Marvin, right, heard resident feedback that they will take into
consideration at the commission’s next meeting on Monday, November 6.

WF Mayor’s Task Force
On Land Use Kicks Off
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s Land Use Task Force held
its preliminary meeting last Wednesday. The mayor formed the task force
to review current land-use ordinances,
evaluate emergent land-use issues and
formulate recommendations for the
town council.
William Heinbokel, chairman of
the task force, also chairs the zoning
board of adjustment. The following
voluntary members comprise the task
force: Anthony Cerami, architectural
review board member and builder;
Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst, Code Review and Town Property Committee chairman; Carol
Hewitt, architect; Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, code review committee member; Vincent
Loughlin, zoning board of adjustment attorney; Robert Newell, planning board vice-chairman; Mary
Stewart, architectural review board
member; Francis Smith, zoning board
of adjustment vice-chairman; and
Vincent Wilt, planning board chair.
Mr. Foerst addressed the audience
of about 20 people with a PowerPoint

presentation, explaining the background of the task force, the goals and
the stakeholders involved. Mr. Foerst
said he had a “problem” with an October 5 Westfield Leader editorial. “While
The Leader may think we are going
slowly, I disagree with that,” he said.
Mr. Foerst then read the task force’s
mission statement – “how to best
manage change, how to allow revitalization, accommodate various interests and protect private rights without
sacrificing community quality of life
and valued community resources.”
The task force’s goals are to “listen
to the concerns of all members of the
community…and to determine ways
to manage change while accommodating land use needs of the community,” he said.
The process includes holding meetings with residents, builders, contractors, architects, realtors, historic
preservation organizations, town
building and zoning officials and realestate and land-use attorneys.
“The committee goal is to listen to
the concerns of all members of the
community,” Mr. Foerst said.
“We need to listen to the community
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Crime Report Shows Fights,
Substance Abuse at WHS
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

HISTORY MEETS TECHNOLOGY…Mountainside Cadette Girl Scouts
Gabrielle Lentini and Jean Ruggiero from Troop Number 195 completed their
Silver Award project (the highest award Cadette Girl Scouts can achieve) by
designing and implementing a website for the Mountainside Historic Preservation Committee. The 14-year-old scouts spent months collecting information and
interviewing local historians. Visit their website at mountainsidehistory.org.

Med. Office Withdraws Sign
Request; BOA OK’s Y Sign
By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of adjustment heard two signage requests
at its Monday night meeting.
Medical Diagnostic Associates
P.A., a physician’s practice group at
525 Central Avenue, and the Westfield
Y at 422 East Broad Street both said
their properties needed an extra sign
to help people find their buildings.
Medical Diagnostics withdrew its
application after board members questioned whether signage beyond the
group’s two current signs would help
new patients find the office more easily.
The group wanted the names of its five
doctors painted in small, white lettering onto one of its office windows and
argued that if the doctors each had an
individual practice instead of being
under one group, the signs might be
allowed outside in directory fashion.
Board member Robert Burslem
said, “I think it’s becoming more common to see that you have to go into the
building to read the directory.”
Representatives for the physicians
group brought pictures of other businesses within the 500 to 700 blocks of
Central Avenue and said the doctors’
names would be “far less intrusive than
some of the other signs in the area.”
Multiple board members said they
didn’t think a list of doctors’ names
on the window would help patients
find the building more easily. They
suggested the names might create a
traffic hazard with drivers slowing
down trying to read the small print.
Y representatives brought pictures
showing that the building’s distance
from the street made it difficult for
visitors to see its current sign. The
board agreed and approved the application conditionally. The Y must

CPAs to Hold Seminars
Friday in Garwood
GARWOOD — On Friday, October 20, from 8:20 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at
the Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood, the Union County Chapter
of the NJ Society of CPAs will present
two seminars. The public is invited
and registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
Michael Steiner and Raymond
Gardner will present the first seminar, Identity Theft, Fraud and Protection. The seminar qualifies for two
hours of CPE credit.
Joseph Scutellaro will present the
second seminar, NJ Law and Ethics.
This seminar qualifies for four CPE
credits and fulfils the state board ethics licensing requirement.
The seminar fee is $140 for members of the NJ State Society of CPAs
and $240 for nonmembers. A continental breakfast and a brunch will be
provided. For additional information,
call the society at (973) 226-4494 or
visit njscpa.org/union.

change the sign’s support poles from
black to white, keep the sign’s size
within 10 square feet as required and
ensure that the sign’s nighttime lighting does not interfere with traffic or
neighboring residents’ comfort.
Inaccurate public notices prevented
two case decisions. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel asked Alison
Stephens of 704 Tamaques Way to
present her case at another meeting,
as her neighbors had not been properly notified that she required a building-to-ground coverage variance.
David Martone’s case involving property at 710 South Avenue, West could
not be heard because the requested
side-yard variance had not been stated
clearly in the public notice.
Eduardo Arriagada withdrew his application for a first- and second- story
addition at 800 Stevens Avenue after
board members said the design seemed
out of character for the neighborhood.
Mr. Arriagada’s neighbor, Francis
Orzech of 804 Stevens Avenue, said,
“Many houses in my neighborhood
have had renovations and have remained within the look, feel, and character of the neighborhood.” He said
Mr. Arriagada’s plan was “not a match.”
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Power of 403
West Dudley Avenue received permission to replace and expand their existing front porch. Mr. and Mrs. William
Ritter’s plan to replace a garage destroyed by a falling tree also was granted
for their home at 319 Hyslip Avenue.
The board delayed its approval of
William McKinney’s plan for a twostory addition at 551 Hort Street because it called for a garage demolition. Mr. McKinney said his family
needed the extra space: “Right now
my family of four has to crowd on one
couch on the sun porch if we want to
watch a movie together.”
Board members said they were more
comfortable with demolishing the outdated garage once they learned it was not
suitable for a modern car and storage.
Peter and Natalie Golub of 850
Shackamaxon Drive received approval to build a garage.
James Baker of 150 Lincoln Road
requested a variance to enlarge his home
.59 percent above the maximum building coverage of 20 percent. The aesthetics of Mr. Baker’s design, his desire to
return the circa-1927 home to its original style and his plan to add a veranda to
the back of the home won the board over.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe North’s application to add a roof to the porch of their
home at 658 Boulevard was approved.
Mary and Damon Roth of 265 S.
Scotch Plains Avenue requested to
build a two-story addition, but decided to make changes to their plan
and return next month.
The board denied Mr. and Mrs.
Luis Vilarin’s plans to build a twostory addition and add a patio at 430
Everson Place.

WESTFIELD — According to a report released at Tuesday’s board of education meeting, there were 20 incidents
of violence, vandalism and substance
abuse involving 30 students district-wide
during the 2005-2006 academic year.
Superintendent of Schools William Foley said the incidents took
place “primarily at the high school.
We are talking about fights…alcohol
and marijuana use.”
The report cites five fights, a theft and
graffiti, as well as flooding at Wilson
School. The report notes of two students
carrying pocketknives to school and
seven alcohol or drug-related incidents –
one involving 11 students.
The pocketknife incident took place
at Roosevelt Intermediate School. Mr.
Foley said parents need to make sure
their children are not carrying pocketknives to school. “These statistics
should be somewhat reassuring to
parents. By and large, (our) schools
have been very, very safe,” he said.
Mr. Foley also told the board that
there has been no permanent replacement named for retired Detective Ron
Allen, who worked in the high school.
“We have a liaison officer, but no one
assigned,” he said.
“Ron Allen was a presence, not an
enforcer – an affable, friendly, volunteer football and wrestling coach,”
said Mr. Foley. “Part of it is it’s difficult to replace the person.”
The Westfield Police Department
funded Detective Allen’s position, and
Mr. Foley verified with The Westfield
Leader that there is no confirmation
of a replacement.
The board then discussed school
security measures that have been put
in place. School Business Administrator Bob Berman said three elementary schools – Washington, McKinley
and Tamaques – have security devices installed in all doors.
By holiday time in December, the
other elementary schools will have
“the best panic hardware that we can
have,” Mr. Berman said.
Mr. Foley said securing all of the
“150 doors” at Westfield High School
is difficult. “I’m not going to tell you
that all the entrances are secure yet,” he

said.
Board member Beth Cassie said
she heard a suggestion from parents
about the implementation of an employee-identification system, especially in the elementary schools. Mr.
Foley responded that the district will
“at least [start the employee-I.D. program] at the high school.”
Board Vice President Ginny Leiz
told Mr. Foley that the I.D. requirement should be a “district-wide” program. Board President Anne Riegel
then said the issue would be discussed in the board’s next policy committee meeting.
“The environment has changed…you
can spend all the money you want, but
the real issue is the kids; what we do
with students is far more important
than security,” Mr. Foley said.
Marie Koch, student assistance
counselor at the intermediate schools,
gave the board a presentation about
the importance of “bully-proofing” in
schools. “Intervention by peers makes
a significant difference,” she said.
There are 185 middle-school students enrolled in the peer-leadership
program at the intermediate school
level, she said. “The younger we address the issue, the easier it is to
overcome,” she said. She also urged
parents to “monitor your children’s
use of the Internet.”
The board also heard a report from
WHS Director of Guidance Stephen
Maczynski and counselors Jan Fine
and Elizabeth McDermott. “Helping
people doesn’t mean we can always
say ‘yes,’” Mr. Maczynski said.
He said the “number-one goal [of
the guidance department] has been
communication.”
The department has met with all
seniors and parents, updated the guidance department website and focused
on three areas of guidance counselors’
responsibilities – academic, which includes college recommendations, class
placement and study skills; personal,
which includes suicide prevention; and
career-vocational, which includes “interest inventory” and a new program,
“career cruising for sophomores.”
The next board meeting will take
place at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November 7, at 302 Elm Street.

School Funding
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Leader that his district would wait to
see what happens before taking a
position on the committees’ proposals. They continue to work with NJEA
and the New Jersey Association of
School Administrators to take up their
position with the committees.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD21, Westfield) keeps the district informed as to the developments in
Trenton, he said.
“Consolidation and mergers are a
big concern of ours. As a small district, we run a highly academic and
efficient district,” Mr. O’Malley said.
“We are concerned that we may be
penalized on the backs of Democrats
in Trenton,” he said. “Trenton has a
spending problem,” he added.
Mr. Bramnick, who is on the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Committee, asked The Leader, “Why isn’t
there a committee addressing government spending? Government spending at the state level is out of control.
There has never been a broad-based
discussion or open meeting to address
spending on the assembly floor. That’s
the committee I want to be on.”
He said, “A Constitutional Convention is a hoax because it would not
address [state government] spending.

We need an open, honest, public forum
about waste. We are in crisis mode.”
Concerned that the committees may
not have all of their facts and figures
correct, Ms. Nelson said, “If they can
wave a red herring about administrative salaries, it deflects attention away
from the other cost drivers.”
Agreeing with this concern, the
NJSBA stated in its letter to the committees that the committees were basing decisions on incorrect state-bystate comparisons of administrators’
salaries.
Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), who co-chairs the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Committee, told The Leader that a solution
would likely encompass a combination
of several proposals each committee is
formulating. He said he was optimistic
that they could come up with viable
solutions that would provide some relief to taxpayers in the future.
Mr. Bramnick said he is “pessimistic
as to whether their solutions will successfully accomplish any real reform.”
Complete transcripts of the hearings and detailed information supplied by expert witnesses can be
viewed on the legislature’s website at
www.njleg.state.nj.us.

Westfield Town Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

on that street would be happy to see
that entrance closed.”
During a September 29 meeting
with Police Chief John Parizeau, Fire
Chief Dan Kelly noted “the need for
an alternate access to the field for
emergency vehicles.”
Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
asked if a locked fence, similar to that
of the Houlihan turf fields, would
cause a problem.
“It would not be a problem, provided
we had the access,” Chief Kelly said.
Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said, from his experiences
talking to residents in the area, the Hort
Street walkway is an “under-utilized
path from the local residents. It’s something that caters exclusively for people
dropping off kids for soccer.”
Louise DeDea, a Scotch Plains Avenue resident, said, “It makes no sense
to have safety vehicles drive between
two homes. I will say on record if we
agree to have that be emergency access, there could be no parking. I’ll
tow them myself. I can’t even tell you
how unsafe it is. People can’t park on
either side of emergency access.”
Mr. Bigosinski asked why there
couldn’t be a fifth tennis court. Mr.
Kaufman said they were still considering it and would address the issue in
November.
George Toll of Florence Avenue
said, “They’re not using the five
[courts] that are out there now. There’s
more use on that wall you’re going to
knock down than on the tennis courts.
There’s no one out there playing. I’ve
never seen more than two being used.
Now they want five, and at my expense.” Mr. Toll said he’s “put up
with this for 35 years.”
“I’ve got no trees, I’ve got no fence,
I’ve got drainage problems,” he added.
“When they extended the kiddie pool

and put that wall up, they put a perforated pipe up along the sidewalk. Where
does the water dump? Into my yard.
Now I’ve got another drainage problem for five years. There’s slimy water
spilling out into the parking lot. Talk
about a safety problem. Now you want
to redo the whole pool. Take care of
the old pool. Then, we’ll talk about the
new pool. That’s what I have to say.”
Mr. Bigosinski asked if the largest
softball field had to have a 275-foot
radius.
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana,
having coached softball for 10 years,
said currently, when adult men’s
leagues play, the two adjacent fields
cannot be used and “hundreds of kids
who were enrolled in Westfield programs couldn’t use those fields.”
He added, “You can’t shrink the
field to 200 feet because we need
regulation-size fields in order to play
men’s softball on Sundays, to play JV
softball and other competitive softball. In terms of the design, this is an
outstanding solution.”
Will Glynn of Scotch Plains Avenue
said, “I keep hearing that you don’t
want to take away. You are taking
away from a park. It’s Memorial Park,
not Memorial Sports Complex. I also
hear that there’s always this need for
softball. I’m out there every day. I’ve
never seen JV girls come up with their
bags, look around and say ‘Oh crap,
we can’t play.’ But if there are future
leagues coming in, if you could do
something with scheduling and cut
back on the demolishing, I think a lot
of neighbors would appreciate it.”
The recreation commission will
meet on November 6 behind the community room in town hall to discuss
the suggestions brought up Tuesday
before presenting the council with an
updated plan.

CUP OF JOE…Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro held a grand opening for its new
Westfield location, at 20 Prospect Street, on October 14. Pictured, from left to right,
are Chris Kirkwood, president of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, James
Foerst, Fourth Ward Westfield councilman, Lance Marvin, owner, Kevin Brennan,
Rockn’ Joe founder and franchisor, Lisa Marvin, owner, Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Diane Barabas, Downtown Westfield Corporation Board of Directors member.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Saturday, October 7, Shaun Suozzo, 28,
of Hamilton was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the 600 block of Central
Avenue on an outstanding traffic warrant
out of North Hunterdon in the amount of
$500. Suozzo was released on bail.
Saturday, October 7, Salvatore Fazio,
22, of Westfield was arrested at Central
and South Avenues on outstanding traffic
warrants, one from Newark for $350 and
the other from Roselle for $150. Fazio
was released after posting bail.
Saturday, October 7, Emmanuel Guasp,
22, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) at
Kirkview Circle and Lamberts Mill Road.
He was released to a responsible individual.
Sunday, October 8, Armand Nguetsop,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cacciola Place on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant for $500.
Nguetsop was released on bail.
Sunday, October 8, Tyrone Willis, 2nd,
19, of Plainfield was arrested during a
South Avenue motor vehicle stop and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance with a summons.
Sunday, October 8, Timothy Burke, 48,
whose last known address was in Westfield,
was arrested during a street investigation
in a municipal lot behind businesses along
East Broad Street. He was taken into custody on a contempt of court Garwood town
code warrant with $50 bail. Burke, who
was unable to post bail, was released on his
own recognizance by Garwood and given
an October 16 court date.
Monday, October 9, Nicole Allen, 28,
of Cranford was arrested at South Avenue
and Livingston Place and charged with
DWI. She was issued a summons and
released to a responsible individual.
Monday, October 9, Chiwueze Ebere,
20, of Plainfield was arrested at Scotch
Plains police headquarters on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $155 bail.
Monday, October 9, Susan Moore, 44,
of Westfield was arrested on Dakota Street
on an outstanding criminal warrant from
Bridgewater. She was released upon the
posting of $1,000 bail.
Monday, October 9, Andrew Whitman,
45, of Westfield was arrested on Summit
Court on an outstanding Point Pleasant
Beach warrant. He was released upon the
posting of $353 bail.
Monday, October 9, Marvin A. James,
18, Osbel A. Lopez, Jr., 18, and a 17-yearold male, all from North Plainfield, were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue in Scotch Plains. All
three were charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana. The two
adults were released on their own recognizance with summonses pending an
October 18 court date, while the juvenile
was released to a parent.
Tuesday, October 10, Donald J. Givens, Jr., 47, of Linden was arrested in the
900 block of South Avenue on two South
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling $1,800
and a Linden criminal warrant for $1,589.
Givens was processed and turned over to
the South Plainfield Police Department.
Wednesday, October 11, Dennis R.
Kinsella, 39, of Green Brook was arrested
at North Avenue and Crossway Place and
charged with DWI. He later was released
to the custody of his mother.
Thursday, October 12, a Cranford resident reported that her motor vehicle was
damaged as a result of criminal mischief
while it was parked in the 500 block of
Lenox Avenue sometime between 3 and
4:30 p.m. that day. One or more unknown
suspects put a long scratch along the
driver’s side of the vehicle.
Thursday, October 12, a silver and red
Schwinn bicycle with 20-inch wheels was
reported stolen from the front lawn of a
residence in the 300 block of Myrtle Avenue.
Thursday, October 12, three people
were arrested in connection with the theft
of merchandise from two East Broad Street
stores. Frankie Griffin, 30, Robert Martin, 33, and Mychelle Williams, 30, all of

Brooklyn, N.Y., were each charged with
possession of burglary tools, two counts
of shoplifting and two counts of hindering apprehension.
The suspects’ motor vehicle was spotted by police traveling west on North Avenue and ultimately was stopped in Scotch
Plains. Police said bags of clothing from
the two stores were found in the vehicle
and in the roadway after the suspects allegedly began tossing items from the vehicle.
Later that day, the manager of one of the
stores reported the theft of approximately
$1,480 worth of lingerie from the store.
However, police said none of the items
recovered earlier matched the description
of the merchandise from the later incident.
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, October 10, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported someone her bicycle, which was left unlocked at the
library. The bicycle was valued at $200.
Wednesday, October 11, a student at
the AIT Academy reported that someone
stole his jacket and his cell phone, which
were left in his unlocked locker. The
value of the missing items is $70.
Thursday, October 12, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her vehicle
while it was parked in the street.
Friday, October 13, a resident of Cooper Road reported that someone used her
ATM card without authorization to remove approximately $2,800 in cash.
According to police, the victim is uncertain how the card was removed from
her possession.
Saturday, October 14, a resident of
Jacobs Lane reported someone scratched
the side of his vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway.
Fanwood
Wednesday, October 11, Jamie A.
White, 30, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Fanwood
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.
Friday, October 13, one or more unidentified individuals spray-painted graffiti on private property belonging to the
Department of Public Works. The incident is under investigation, police said.
Friday, October 13, a resident of Coriell
Avenue reported being the victim of theft
and fraud. According to police, the victim
allowed two Hispanic males claiming to
work for the water company entered into
his home to check the meter. While in the
residence, the suspects reportedly stole
the victim’s wallet. It was determined the
water company did not have employees
working in that area, police said. The
incident is under investigation.
Friday, October 13, a resident in the
400 block of LaGrande Avenue reported
that someone smashed the rear window of
her vehicle with a bottle while it was
parked in the street.
Friday, October 13, Gary J. Ciancio,
Jr., 25, of Green Brook was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road and charged with DWI.
Friday, October 13, Michael F. Dugan,
53, of Media, Pa. was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Helen Street,
which revealed outstanding warrants out
of Perth Amboy, Fairfield, Bridgeport
and Gloucester.
Friday, October 13, Tashon M. Scott,
24, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road revealed
an outstanding Westhampton warrant.
Sunday, October 15, Ralph W.
Berrouet, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Berkeley Heights warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on East Seventh Street.
Sunday, October 15, Mindy R. Cohen,
46, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for
providing police with false information
following an investigation.
Sunday, October 15, Gotfred Johansen,
3rd, 53, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for driving while impaired.
Monday, October 16, Lucrece L. Whitted,
35, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
providing police with false information.

Land Use Task Force
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

before we act,” Mr. Heinbokel said.
When asked by The Leader how
long it will take the task force to
complete this process, Mr. Foerst said,
“As much time as we need.”
Mr. Heinbokel said they are looking for “as good attendance as possible” to all meetings.
Susan Covert, who resides on Boulevard, said, “I commend you, Mr.
Foerst. I have lived in this community
for 36 years [and have been] very
upset to see teardowns in this town
[particularly in my neighborhood].”
Ms. Covert asked if the council
could pass a moratorium holding all
building construction until the committee makes a decision. Mr. Foerst
said the town does not have the authority to enact a land-use moratorium because of the state Municipal
Land Use Law.
Sharon Stockwell, resident and
member of Westfielders Concerned

About Responsible Development
(WECARE), asked Mr. Foerst if the
results of the 2004 pilot study could
be made available to members of the
public so they could have a better
understanding of what is as stake.
Mr. Foerst said he was not certain
whether the study has “transferable
data” that would be understood by a
“lay person.” He said many newly
constructed homes are not being built
with variances; rather, they are being
built within the current building code,
and “most new construction is built to
maximum.”
The next task force meeting, to be
held Wednesday, October 25, in the
community room, will feature comments from members of the general
public. The meetings will start at 7
p.m. and last about two hours.
For further information, e-mail
landuse@westfieldnj.gov, call (908)
789-4041 or visit westfieldnj.gov.
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Local School Boards Monitor
Property Tax Reform Hearings
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Local school
officials have monitored sessions of
the state’s joint legislative committees on property tax reform. Commissioned by Governor Jon Corzine
in June, the committees have held
hearings in Trenton and throughout
New Jersey on topics pertinent to
reforming New Jersey’s highest-inthe-nation property taxes.
The four committees – the Public
School Funding Reform Committee,
the Joint Committee on Government
Consolidation and Shared Services,
the Committee on Public Employees
Benefits Reform and the Joint Legislative Committee on Constitutional
Reform and Citizens Property Tax
Constitutional Convention – have
mulled a variety of cost-cutting ideas
to reduce New Jersey property taxes.

Erratum
A front-page article in last week’s
issue of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times erroneously listed Neal
LeStrange as being among four officers who had settled a lawsuit
against the Township of Scotch
Plains for reverse discrimination
for $100,000.
The article should have said that
Mr. LeStrange was not a party in
the lawsuit but rather gave a deposition in the case.

Each committee, co-chaired by a
senator and an assembly member,
hears testimony from expert witnesses
and educational organizations; public testimony has been allowed since
August.
They will wrap up the sessions by
the end of October and must submit
final reports to the full Legislature by
Wednesday, November 15.
Governor Corzine gave the committees a deadline of January 1, 2007
to come up with solutions, or he will
place the proposal of holding a Constitutional Convention on the ballot
for voters to consider by November
2007.
One idea proposed by the Public
School Funding Reform Committee
calls for the mandatory merger of the
state’s 616 school districts into 21
countywide school districts. Presently, there are 23 school districts in
Union County. Committees have also
discussed mandatory mergers of
neighboring municipalities.
Other proposals under consideration include revising the school funding formula, tougher qualifications
for public pensions, higher employee
benefits contributions, increasing the
retirement age, allowing municipalities to impose local taxes, capping
state debt, increased income taxes
and taxing homes differently than
businesses.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

SPFHS Suspends Four
Students After Fight
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Police
broke up an altercation between four
male students at Scotch PlainsFanwood High School (SPFHS) on
October 4. The students were taken
into police custody and released to
their parents or guardians, Detective
Sergeant Brian Donnelly of the
Scotch Plains Police Department
said.
The students sustained minor injuries, none requiring hospitalization,
SPFHS Principal David Heisey told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
Ambulance personnel treated one of
the students on the scene for a cut lip,
he said. Because the four students
were minors, their names are not being released, Det. Sgt. Donnelly told
The Times.
A large crowd of students gathered
to observe the fight, which took place
immediately after dismissal in the
front of the school, Mr. Heisey said.

The school suspended all four students for varying lengths of time,
depending on their involvement and
in accordance with school policy. Det.
Sgt. Donnelly said there were no
weapons involved in the fracas.
The police responded within a few
minutes because they were already
on the grounds patrolling the school
at dismissal, as was customary, Mr.
Heisey said. An increased police presence patrolled the grounds for several
days following the incident, he added.
Det. Sgt. Donnelly said the fight
appeared much worse than it actually
was, due to the large number of students already in front of the school at
the time.
Because of the ongoing investigation, the police and school officials
could not comment on the cause of
the incident or provide any more details. A full police report will become
available, without the minor students’
names, once the investigation is complete, he said.

Board to Vote October 25
On Oversized Home Law
By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough’s planning board reviewed details of an
oversized home ordinance with Paul
Ricci, a planner with the engineering
firm T&M Associates at Monday’s
agenda meeting.
The ordinance would limit home
size with regard to new construction
and additions. The board discussed
restrictions on building height, house
setback and building coverage (the
percentage of land on a given lot that
may be used for habitable space).
Under the current borough ordinance, the height limit of a home is 35
feet up to the median roofline (halfway between the eves and the gutters). Under the new ordinance, the

limit would be 25 feet on a 50-footwide lot, and would graduate from
there to a maximum of 28 feet on a
75-foot-wide or larger lot.
Also with regard to building height,
homes would be restricted to two
stories. An attic would be considered
a story in the ordinance only if the
part of the attic that is more than five
feet high constitutes more than 60
percent of the floor below it.
The board confirmed that the
amount of space a home must be set
back from the road would be 30 feet.
For corner houses, which essentially
have two front yards, the ordinance
will be such that the side yard must be
set at the median of the front-yard setbacks of the surrounding houses.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MUMMY’S THE WORD…The winners of the Scotch Plains Day Mummy
Contest are Nicole Desandro and Leanna Vuono. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Nicole, Leanna, Doreen Rosen, Johanna Rosen, Max Steele, Ava Steele, Celia
Phansalkar, Briana Johnson and Rainbow T. Clown (Becky Santora).

Education member Linda Nelson and
fellow board member Don Parisi report information from the hearings to
the BOE. Ms. Nelson is the vice president of the Garden State Coalition of
Schools (GSC), an organization that
has representatives testify before the
committee on public school funding
reform.
At its last monthly agenda meeting, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
agreed with Mr. Parisi’s suggestion
that the board should submit a report
to the Government Shared Services
Committee regarding the benefits
gained from merging school districts
and other municipal shared services.
“We need to get our story in front of
the committee on what we’ve done
for the past 75 years,” he said. Taking
the same position as the New Jersey
School Boards Association, Mr. Parisi
and other board members discussed
their support for voluntary mergers
and their opposition to mandated ones.
Ms. Nelson told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times that she is concerned
that the time allotted to the committees to review the issues and formulate proposals is insufficient.
“There is not much opportunity for
the public to comment on what they
propose. Good policy is not pushed
through in a few weeks,” she told The
Times.
She said she is concerned that the
main focus of the hearings has been
on reducing taxes and saving money.
“There has been only an occasional
reference to maintaining educational
quality. We need to maintain that quality,” she said.
William Foley, superintendent of
schools for Westfield, said the
Westfield school district has worked
through the GSC to keep up with
developments in the committees and
to represent its position on the issues.
Mr. Foley also wrote letters to Senators John Adler and Bob Smith, who
co-chair two of the committees. Representatives from the district have
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TEEING OFF…Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks tees off Saturday during the grand opening of the newly-opened
miniature golf range at the Scotch Hills Golf Course in Scotch Plains.

SP Officials Begin Preliminary
Work on 2007 Municipal Budget
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Less than six
months after the township council
approved this year’s $20-million
municipal budget, Township Manager Thomas Atkins planned to meet
yesterday with all township department heads to begin discussion on the
2007 budget.
“This kicks it off,” he said at
Tuesday’s conference meeting, referring to Wednesday’s meeting with
the 14 supervisors, which will eventually lead to the township manager
submitting his spending recommen-

Dunlap Admits to Stabbing
Fanwood Library Director
FANWOOD – Rosemary Dunlap
admitted in open court last Tuesday
that she stabbed her ex-husband,
Fanwood Library Director Dan
Weiss, in the neck on August 1,
2005.
Dunlap, a local realtor, faces four
years in state prison when sentenced
before State Superior Court Judge
William Werthheimer at the Union
County Courthouse on January 12 on
the charge of aggravated assault.
Dunlap could have faced 30 years in
jail on that charge as well as charges
of attempted murder and unlawful
possession of a weapon, an eightinch steak knife.
“This was a deliberate, planned,
unprovoked attack and it clearly deserves a state prison term,” Union
County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow said. “She will have a lot
of time to think about what she did.”
Executive Assistant Prosecutor
Robert O’Leary added that, “be-

cause of the guilty plea, the victim
will not have to endure the ordeal of
coming to court and recounting the
attack.”
The stabbing occurred five days
prior to the date when Mr. Weiss was
to marry Mary Olive “Mo” Smith, a
singer in his band, Reckon So. The
couple married two weeks later in a
civil service conducted by Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr.
Following the attack, which occurred in Mr. Weiss’ motor vehicle,
the Fanwood Rescue Squad rushed
him to the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey
(UMDNJ) in Newark where he underwent a tracheotomy. He fully recovered from his surgery and sang
soon after the procedure.
Dunlap, who was waiting for Mr.
Weiss in the back seat of his car, was
initially held on $150,000 bail. She will
have to serve three years and four months
before being eligible for parole.

SP Township Works With
BOE Field Maintenance
By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission celebrated the success of its main attraction for Scotch Plains Day —
the grand opening of the Scotch
Hills Country Club Mini Golf
Course — at its meeting on Monday
evening.
The miniature golf course, netted
driving stalls and parking lot, which
cost $500,000 to build, opened on
Saturday. Just this weekend, the
course drew 400 participants, recreation officials said. The recreation
committee expects the miniature golf
course to draw in excess of $100,000
a year.
“The golf course was terrific. Parking was not an issue. It was all in all
a great weekend,” Ray Poerio, Scotch
Plains recreation director, said.
“It was a very busy weekend with
all of the activities for Scotch Plains
Day going on,” Commissioner Lynn
Barattucci said.
Next year, the commission plans
to install a pavilion and cooking grill.
So far, the township has received 60
phone calls from residents wanting

to have birthday parties at the facility.
“This will be a project that we will
pursue after the new year,” Mr. Poerio
said.
Also, the recreation commission
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will work together to provide maintenance to the Terrill Middle
School and Park Middle School fields,
especially now that the freshman soccer team will play there. The recreation maintenance staff recently
seeded and fertilized Park Middle
School field and will repeat the process one more time before the end of
the year.
“We are trying to help them through
this process of providing both manpower and knowledge about the facilities,” Mr. Poerio said.
The recreation commission received a $50,000 grant from the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders to go towards renovations to
the south-side ball field. The renovations are expected to start in early
2007, after the Union County Vocational-Technical Schools and Route
22 ball fields are completed, commissioners said.

dations to the council early next year.
The budget discussions were to
center on the anticipated level of
mandated costs such as insurance,
pensions and fees, as well as “ways to
save money without negatively impacting services.” An initial public
hearing on the 2007 budget will be
held on Monday, November 27.
In other business, Mr. Atkins met
with Township Attorney Brian Levine,
Municipal Judge Antonio Inacio and
Municipal Court Administrator
Yvonne Rude to discuss security procedures for the municipal court. The
state and county are pressing local
courts to beef up security measures in
their courts, and Mr. Levine said a
formal security plan — to be drafted
by Judge Inacio — has to be in place
by January 1.
Mr. Levine said, at minimum, the
new security measures would include

some type of screening device at the
front door of the municipal building
on days when court is in session. As
for the costs involved, Mr. Atkins told
the council he does not know who
would be responsible for paying for
any additional security. He said the
state and the county would like municipalities to foot the bill themselves.
Mr. Atkins also said he is waiting to
hear from Union County Manager
George Devanney about county support for the township’s plans for a
deer-reduction program in the
Ashbrook Reservation later this winter. Last week, Mayor Martin Marks
said that Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella was
“on board” with another deer-reduction program similar to an effort undertaken earlier this year.
During the mid-February to midCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BREAKING GROUND…Fanwood officials, above, break ground Tuesday for
Station Mews of Fanwood. The three-story, mixed-use redevelopment project at
234 South Avenue will include retail stores on the ground floor ,with condominium units on the second and third floors. Breaking ground above, from left to
right, are: owner Helen Ling, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, architect Rocco
Campanella, of Architecture Plus P.C. in Raritan and Planning Board Chairman
Greg Cummings. Station Mews is adjacent to the Marcovecchio mixed-use
redevelopment project, which broke ground on Sunday. Below, owners Helen and
Jeff Ling greet attendees at the groundbreaking ceremony.
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Mini-Golf Facility Opens
At Scotch Hills Country Club
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PARTY ON...The Party Dolls entertained a crowd as part of Scotch Plains Day
last Sunday.

Scotch Plains Dems Issue
Candidate Debate Statement
SCOTCH PLAINS – Kenneth
Lipstein, Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee chairman, issued the following statement in response to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times request
for its candidates to attend a candidates forum sponsored by the newspaper in conjunction with the League
of Women Voters and TV34.
“For a second week in a row the
Democratic campaign for Scotch
Plains Township Council finds itself
under last-minute pressure by your
newspaper to respond to information
apparently fed to you by the Republicans. Both times the information was
not true. The first time it was vicious
and slanderous.
“The Democratic candidates, Neal
LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss, have always been eager to
engage in a fair debate. However,
given the vicious slander leveled at
one of our candidates and its apparent
source, it is likely that a debate with
the Republicans will only serve as a
platform for a continuation of their
seedy personal attacks. This has been
their history in prior campaigns, and
no sign of it stopping has been seen.
A debate under these circumstances
will not be a productive discussion of
the issues of high taxes, poor maintenance of infrastructure and poorly
managed employee relations.
“Given that your newspaper is to
moderate the debate, this concern is
compounded by the unfair manner in
which your newspaper printed the
slanderous letter and your article

about it, despite our request that you
withhold publication until the allegation can be examined. You refused to
do so, and the allegation subsequently
proved to be false. As it turns out, it is
the author of the letter who made a
racist comment, not the Democratic
candidate.
“We have desired to debate from
the beginning, but our concerns about
the fairness of the debate have not
been addressed.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — On a sunny
and brisk Saturday, before nearly 125
spectators, Scotch Plains officials
unveiled a new miniature golf facility
at Scotch Hills Country Club. Mayor
Marks termed the addition of the
course a “grand slam” for golfers in
Scotch Plains.
Before cutting the ribbon, the
mayor noted Scotch Plains’ distinction of being home to the countyowned golf course at Ashbrook Country Club, a private course at
Shackamaxon Country Club, the
township-owned Scotch Hills facility and, now, the mini-golf course —
an 18-hole course at the intersection
of Jerusalem Road and Plainfield
Avenue.
Besides the new golf facility, the
development includes additional
parking spaces along Jerusalem Road
and four cages where golfers using
the regular nine-hole course can practice their drives. Parks and Recreation Director Ray Poerio said on
Saturday that the $486,000 project,
which was started in the summer, was
completed within budget. He added
that the township government expects
to realize about $100,000 in income

from course fees.
Mayor Marks said the new facility
was an example of the “creative thinking” demanded by residents looking
to the municipal government to come
up with revenue-raising ways to offset the municipal property-tax burden.
The course is not the archetypal
mini-golf course with miniature windmills and Eiffel Towers; instead, it is
more natural in appearance, with large
boulders dotting the course and waterfalls and streams winding throughout. Astroturf sand traps and roughs
are also featured at several of the
holes.
Mr. Poerio said the course would
remain open for the next several weeks
until the weather turns colder. Fees
are $6 for adults and $4 for children
and seniors. After 6 p.m., the rates
rise to $7 and $5, respectively. Minigolfers can pay at the pro shop before
heading to the course to pick up their
clubs, balls, scorecard and an eraserless pencil.
Golfers wishing to take heed of
Arnold Palmer’s advice — “I have a
tip that can take five strokes off
anyone’s golf game. It is called an
eraser.” — will have to bring their
own eraser.

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

March effort, bow hunters were permitted to cull the herd under strict
regulations governing hours of operation. Mr. Atkins again said township officials do not favor an openhunt approach as favored by the state;
instead, the local government, and
county officials, prefer using a private contractor to reduce the herd.
Mr. Atkins informed the council
that Scotch Plains Television —
which is broadcast on channel 34 —
has registered an Internet domain
address, scotchplainstv.com, which
will likely be used to publicize the
enhanced programming being shown
on channel 34. Mayor Marks said
the township and Scotch PlainsFanwood High School are working
on a shared services agreement regarding equipment purchases and
compensation for the staff of the
television station.

Cowan Discussses Teenage
Sex at Rotary Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS –Peggy
She said the promotion of condoms
Cowan, founder and president of the to teens for disease and pregnancy
New Jersey Physicians Advisory prevention is not “medically sound
Group, gave a presentation about advice.” According to her, studies
teenage sex to the
show that condoms
Fanwood-Scotch
protect far less than
Plains Rotary Club
originally expected.
this
past
She added that
Wednesday at the
reliance on them
P a n t a g i s
can “lead to a false
Renaissance
sense of security.”
restaurant.
She spoke of the
The non-profit
“amazing power of
organization was
a parent” in proestablished to
viding and protectbring to the
ing children in all
AGAIN…Rotarian Dr.
forefront that teen THANKS
Robert Scalera presents a “thank areas, such as
sexual activity is a you” plaque to Peggy Cowan.
physical safety,
high-risk behavior
education and recresulting in “negative life reation.
consequences,” she said. She said
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rothe increase in this activity has tary Club meets every Wednesday at
dramatically raised the amount of noon. Anyone interested in attending
STD (sexually transmitted disease) a meeting is invited. Call Richard
seen today.
Dobyns at (908)-322-5986.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

‘GRAND SLAM’ FOR GOLFERS...On Saturday, Scotch Plains officials unveiled a new miniature golf course at the Scotch Hills Country Club. The course,
an example of “creative thinking,” said Mayor Martin Marks, will help offset the
municipal property-tax burden.

School Boards Monitor
State Committee Meetings
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

been active with the New Jersey Education Association, which, along with
the GSC, lobbies for the district’s
interests.
The Westfield BOE has not taken
any formal position on the issues, Mr.
Foley said. Personally, he said, he
agreed with the need to merge some
of the administrations, but didn’t think
that any would merge voluntarily.
Mergers tend to be financially unfair to some districts more than others, Mr. Foley said.
After regionalization, new tax rates
result for each town’s contribution.
“Our state aid, which amounts to
about 5 percent, has been frozen for
five years,” Mr. Foley said. “The state
is supposed to fund 40 percent of
special education, and it hasn’t been.
On the other hand, the public is somewhat unrealistic too. Everyone wants
more services, but lower taxes. Trenton has some tough decisions to make
and they are going to make some
people unhappy,” he said.
Mountainside Superintendent of
Schools Richard O’Malley told The
Times that his district would wait to
see what happens before taking a
position on the committees’ proposals. They continue to work with NJEA
and the New Jersey Association of
School Administrators to take up their
position with the committees.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD21, Westfield) keeps the district informed as to the developments in
Trenton, he said.
“Consolidation and mergers are a
big concern of ours. As a small district, we run a highly academic and
efficient district,” Mr. O’Malley said.
“We are concerned that we may be
penalized on the backs of Democrats
in Trenton,” he said. “Trenton has a
spending problem,” he added.
Mr. Bramnick, who is on the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Committee, asked The Times, “Why isn’t
there a committee addressing government spending? Government
spending at the state level is out of

CPAs to Hold Seminars
Friday in Garwood
GARWOOD — On Friday, October 20 from 8:20 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at
the Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood, the Union County Chapter
of the NJ Society of CPAs will present
two seminars. The public is invited
and registration begins at 7:30 a.m.
Michael Steiner and Raymond
Gardner will present the first seminar, Identity Theft, Fraud and Protection. The seminar qualifies for two
hours of CPE credit.
Joseph Scutellaro will present the
second seminar, NJ Law and Ethics.
This seminar qualifies for four CPE
credits and fulfils the state board ethics licensing requirement.
The seminar fee is $140 for members of the NJ State Society of CPAs
and $240 for nonmembers. A continental breakfast and a brunch will be
provided. For additional information,
please call the Society at (973) 2264494 or visit www.njscpa.org/union.

control. There has never been a broadbased discussion or open meeting to
address spending on the assembly
floor. That’s the committee I want to
be on.”
He added, “A Constitutional Convention is a hoax because it would not
address (state government) spending.
We need an open, honest, public forum about waste. We are in crisis
mode.”
Concerned that the committees may
not have all of their facts and figures
correct, Ms. Nelson said, “If they can
wave a red herring about administrative salaries, it deflects attention away
from the other cost drivers.”
Agreeing with this concern, the
NJSBA stated in its letter to the committees that the committees were basing their decisions on incorrect stateby-state comparisons of administrators’ salaries.
Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), who co-chairs the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Committee, told The Times that a solution
would likely encompass a combination of several proposals each committee is formulating. He said he was
optimistic that they could come up
with viable solutions that would provide some relief to taxpayers in the
future.
Mr. Bramnick said that he is “pessimistic as to whether their solutions
will successfully accomplish any real
reform.”
Complete transcripts of the hearings and detailed information supplied by expert witnesses can be
viewed on the legislature’s website at
www.njleg.state.nj.us.

Fanwood
Planning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

With regard to building coverage,
zoning manager and board member
Nancy Koederitz expressed her concern with overly restricting
homeowners with smaller lot sizes by
limiting the building area per lot to 20
percent.
“The board has granted a lot of
building coverage variances, even
beyond 25 percent, and now we are
going to restrict to far below 25 percent. So are we still going to grant
them [the variances]? We need to
either hold our decision and not go
above 25 percent or try to enforce 25
percent but say that it could go up.”
The board decided on a graduated
percent scale for building coverage.
For lots measuring 5,000 to 5,999
square feet, up to 25 percent of that
land would be built into habitable
space. The building coverage allowance would be lowered by a half
percent per 1,000 square feet up to
15,000 square feet, where it will max
out at 20 percent.
The board will vote on this ordinance at the regular meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 25.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CHARGING ON TO VICTORY…The Raider cheerleaders welcome their heroes in the game against Linden. Scotch Plains-Fanwood won 14-7 to up its record
to 4-1. The Raiders battle Union on Friday, October 20.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains
Tuesday, October 10, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported someone her
bicycle, which was left unlocked at the
library. The bicycle was valued at $200.
Wednesday, October 11, a student at
the AIT Academy reported that someone stole his jacket and his cell phone,
which were left in his unlocked locker.
The value of the missing items is $70.
Thursday, October 12, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her vehicle
while it was parked in the street.
Friday, October 13, a resident of Cooper Road reported that someone used
her ATM card without authorization to
remove approximately $2,800 in cash.
According to police, the victim is
uncertain how the card was removed
from her possession.
Saturday, October 14, a resident of
Jacobs Lane reported someone scratched
the side of his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway.
Fanwood
Wednesday, October 11, Jamie A.
White, 30, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Fanwood
warrant following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue.
Friday, October 13, one or more unidentified individuals spray-painted graffiti on private property belonging to the
Department of Public Works. The incident is under investigation, police said.
Friday, October 13, a resident of
Coriell Avenue reported being the victim of theft and fraud. According to
police, the victim allowed two Hispanic
males claiming to work for the water
company into his home to check the
meter. While in the residence, the suspects reportedly stole the victim’s wallet. It was determined the water company did not have employees working in
that area, police said. The incident is
under investigation.
Friday, October 13, a resident in the
400 block of LaGrande Avenue reported
that someone smashed the rear window
of her vehicle with a bottle while it was
parked in the street.
Friday, October 13, Gary J. Ciancio,
Jr., 25, of Green Brook was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI).
Friday, October 13, Michael F. Dugan,
53, of Media, Pa. was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Helen Street,
which revealed outstanding warrants out
of Perth Amboy, Fairfield, Bridgeport
and Gloucester.
Friday, October 13, Tashon M. Scott,
24, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of Westhampton.
Sunday, October 15, Ralph W.
Berrouet, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Berkeley Heights warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on East Seventh Street.
Sunday, October 15, Mindy R. Cohen,
46, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for
providing police with false information
following an investigation.
Sunday, October 15, Gotfred
Johansen, 3rd, 53, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue for driving while impaired.
Monday, October 16, Lucrece L.
Whitted, 35, of Roselle was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for providing police with false
information.
Westfield
Saturday, October 7, Shaun Suozzo,
28, of Hamilton was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the 600 block of
Central Avenue on an outstanding traffic warrant out of North Hunterdon in
the amount of $500. Suozzo was released on bail.
Saturday, October 7, Salvatore Fazio,
22, of Westfield was arrested at Central
and South Avenues on outstanding traffic warrants, one from Newark for $350
and the other from Roselle for $150.
Fazio was released after posting bail.
Saturday, October 7, Emmanuel
Guasp, 22, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) at Kirkview Circle and
Lamberts Mill Road. He was released to
a responsible individual.
Sunday, October 8, Armand Nguetsop,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cacciola Place on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant for $500.
Nguetsop was released on bail.
Sunday, October 8, Tyrone Willis,
2nd, 19, of Plainfield was arrested during a South Avenue motor vehicle stop
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana. He was released
on his own recognizance with a summons.
Sunday, October 8, Timothy Burke,
48, whose last known address was in
Westfield, was arrested during a street
investigation in a municipal lot behind
businesses along East Broad Street. He
was taken into custody on a contempt of
court Garwood town code warrant with
$50 bail. Burke, who was unable to post

bail, was released on his own recognizance by Garwood and given an October
16 court date.
Monday, October 9, Nicole Allen, 28,
of Cranford was arrested at South Avenue and Livingston Place and charged
with DWI. She was issued a summons
and released to a responsible individual.
Monday, October 9, Chiwueze Ebere,
20, of Plainfield was arrested at Scotch
Plains police headquarters on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $155 bail.
Monday, October 9, Susan Moore,
44, of Westfield was arrested on Dakota
Street on an outstanding criminal warrant from Bridgewater. She was released
upon the posting of $1,000 bail.
Monday, October 9, Andrew
Whitman, 45, of Westfield was arrested
on Summit Court on an outstanding
Point Pleasant Beach warrant. He was
released upon the posting of $353 bail.
Monday, October 9, Marvin A. James,
18, Osbel A. Lopez, Jr., 18, and a 17year-old male, all from North Plainfield,
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on North Avenue in Scotch Plains.
All three were charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana. The
two adults were released on their own
recognizance with summonses pending
an October 18 court date, while the
juvenile was released to a parent.
Tuesday, October 10, Donald J. Givens, Jr., 47, of Linden was arrested in the
900 block of South Avenue on two South
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling $1,800
and a Linden criminal warrant for $1,589.
Givens was processed and turned over to
the South Plainfield Police Department.
Wednesday, October 11, Dennis R.
Kinsella, 39, of Green Brook was arrested at North Avenue and Crossway
Place and charged with DWI. He later
was released to the custody of his mother.
Thursday, October 12, a Cranford resident reported that her motor vehicle was
damaged as a result of criminal mischief
while it was parked in the 500 block of
Lenox Avenue sometime between 3 and
4:30 p.m. that day. One or more unknown suspects put a long scratch along
the driver’s side of the vehicle.
Thursday, October 12, a silver and red
Schwinn bicycle with 20-inch wheels
was reported stolen from the front lawn
of a residence in the 300 block of Myrtle
Avenue.
Thursday, October 12, three people
were arrested in connection with the theft
of merchandise from two East Broad
Street stores. Frankie Griffin, 30, Robert
Martin, 33, and Mychelle Williams, 30,
all of Brooklyn, N.Y., were each charged
with possession of burglary tools, two
counts of shoplifting and two counts of
hindering apprehension.
The suspects’ motor vehicle was spotted by police traveling west on North
Avenue and ultimately was stopped in
Scotch Plains. Police said bags of clothing from the two stores were found in the
vehicle and in the roadway after the
suspects allegedly began tossing items
from the vehicle.
Later that day, the manager of one of
the stores reported the theft of approximately $1,480 worth of lingerie from
the store. However, police said none of
the items recovered earlier matched the
description of the merchandise from the
later incident.

Police Seek Three Men
In Custodian Assault
By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
continuing their investigation into
an assault on a custodian Monday
afternoon in which the victim also
was robbed on the grounds of Washington Elementary School in
Westfield.
Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
three male suspects approached the
31-year-old victim, a Roselle Park
resident whose name was not released,
at about 4:45 p.m. The custodian was
on his way to a detached trailer on the
St. Marks Avenue property.
One of the suspects struck the victim in the face, causing him to fall to
the ground. The custodian was then
robbed of $29 in cash, Captain Auchter
confirmed to The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times yesterday.
The suspects were described as two
white males and one black male, all
18 or 19 years old.
“(Superintendent of Schools) Dr.
(William) Foley did send an e-mail
message to all parents of what occurred,” said District Community
Relations Coordinator Lorre Korecky.
She said Mr. Foley assured parents
that the “education and security of all
the students are a priority” for the
district.
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel
treated the victim at the scene. Anyone with information about the case
is asked to call the Westfield Police
Department at (908) 789-4000.
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Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLANNING…Darielle Walsh, Westfield Rotary Club humanitarian dinner chairperson, and Elizabeth Chance, front, executive director of the Westfield Foundation, confer on details for the annual humanitarian dinner event.

Rotary Club to Give Award
To Westfield Foundation
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield has announced the selection of the Westfield Foundation as
the recipient of its 20th annual Charles
P. Bailey Humanitarian Award.
Darielle Walsh, the club’s vice
president, said, “The foundation’s
roots run very deep within our community across more than three decades. The Rotary Club recognizes
and admires the mission of this nonprofit community foundation created
by civic leaders that mirrors many of
Rotary’s own values.”
Dr. Edred Shen, Rotary Club president, will conduct the ceremony on
Wednesday, November 1, at Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield in
which various officials of the
Westfield Foundation will participate.
Dr. Shen will present the award
that was created by the club in 1987 to
recognize extraordinary commitment
and service to the community.
Nancy Jackson, president of the
Westfield Rotary Club Foundation,
will present the prestigious Paul Harris Fellowship designation from Rotary International.
Mrs. Walsh, who will chair the
event, stated that the Rotary Club
expects a large turnout for the dinner
and Humanitarian Award ceremony,
including current and former trustees
of the Westfield Foundation, its donors and representatives of community organizations that have benefited
from $3.2 million in foundation grants
since its inception.
She further noted that Rotary extends an invitation to the event to the
community at large. Anyone wishing to attend may call Mrs. Walsh at
(908) 612-7374.
“The foundation is very gratified

by this very special recognition from
the Rotary Club,” said Barbara Frantz,
president of the board of trustees of
the Westfield Foundation.
Betsy Chance, who has served as
executive director for the past eight
years, noted, “The Westfield Foundation is an independent, non-profit corporation whose purpose is to provide
an endowment for the community and
to fund, through its grants program,
worthwhile projects and programs that
benefit the community.”
She stated that the foundation raises
funds, makes investments and spends
only the income so the principal continues to grow.
The foundation was established in
1975 with assets of $2,000 and was
the vision of a group of local citizens,
led by the late businessman H.
Emerson Thomas, a former mayor,
Rotarian and recipient of the Humanitarian Award in 1988.
Foundation growth was enhanced
in 1981 by a transfer in excess of
$600,000 from the Westfield-Wallace
Fund and by major gifts from the
estates of long-time town residents
Robert L. Rooke and Nancy F.
Reynolds, who also were recipients
of Rotary’s Humanitarian Award.
Expansion of the foundation has been
fostered through the years by the contribution of numerous endowments
made by individual citizens.
The Westfield Foundation is currently valued at $9.8 million and is
governed by a board of 15 civic leaders with a combined knowledge of
the community and its needs. There
currently are 94 individual unrestricted, restricted and managed funds
that comprise and are managed by the
Westfield Foundation.

Judge Sentences
Ex-AG’s Boyfriend
Former Attorney General Zulima
Farber’s boyfriend, Hamlet Goore,
was fined $500 and ordered to perform five days of community service
last week for going to Mexico rather
than appearing in court for driving on
the suspended list. The infraction led
to the resignation of Ms. Farber as
attorney general when she went to the
scene of a motor vehicle stop involving Mr. Goore on May 26.
Judge Roy McGeady stayed his
ruling to allow Mr. Goore to appeal
the sanctions, which he was charged
with after he failed to attend a September 29 hearing regarding the suspended license ticket. A report by
Special Deputy Attorney General
Richard Williams stated that Mr.
Goore had paid the ticket but the
court’s suspension unit had not been
contacted to reactivate his license.
Kean Out Fundraises
Menendez in Senate Race
The Star-Ledger reported that Republican Senate challenger Tom Kean,
Jr. has out-fundraised U.S. Senator
Robert Menendez over the past three
months. The report also states that Mr.
Menendez has more cash in reserve.
Mr. Kean reported having raised $1.8
million, compared to $1.6 million by
Mr. Menendez, during the quarter that
ended on September 30.
Ferguson Outpaces
Stender in Fundraising
According to politicsnj.com, Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) has raised $2,405,369 and has
$925,870 cash-on-hand, compared to
his Democratic challenger Linda
Stender, who has raised $1,368,083
and has $295,671 on hand. Mrs.
Stender, a state assemblywoman from
Fanwood, out fundraised Mr.
Ferguson, $468,343 to $393,723,
during the last quarter.
Bryant Investigation
Widens with Subpoenas
The U.S. Attorney’s Office has subpoenaed the state’s Office of Legislative Services for records of Senator
Wayne Bryant, according to the Associated Press. The Philadelphia Inquirer
reported that financial records of the
state’s Department of Children and
Families have also been subpoenaed.
The Inquirer reported that the subpoena seeks documents relating to state
money given to the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey,
which Mr. Bryant resigned from after
a report by Herbert Stern, a former

MIKIMOTO PRESENTS
A LUXE TAKE ON THE CAUSE BRACELET.

CREATED IN AKOYA CULTURED PEARLS,
STRUNG WITH PINK THREAD,
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS FROM SALES
WILL BE DONATED TO FUND THE FIGHT
AGAINST BREAST CANCER.

$980.

ADLERS JEWELERS
1RUWK$YHQXH:HVW¿HOG

federal judge appointed by U.S. Attorney Christopher Christie, found that
Mr. Bryant was paid $35,000 for a
one-day-a-week job that helped boost
his state pension. Investigators reported
that Mr. Bryant used his chairmanship
of the senate’s appropriations committee to steer millions to UMDNJ.
Rutgers-Camden dismissed Mr.
Bryant from a $35,000 paid adjunct
professor’s position in June due to budget cuts, The Star-Ledger reported. The
paper reported that Treasury Department records were also subpoenaed.
State Confirms Davy
Education Commissioner
Former Westfield resident Lucille
Davy was confirmed Monday as New
Jersey educational commissioner. According to the Associated Press, she
had served in an acting role after she
was named to temporarily fill the role
by former Governor Richard Codey.
County GOP Files
Complaint Against Group
Union County Republican Committee Chairman Phil Morin announced last week that the committee has filed a complaint with the
New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission against “Citizens
for Safe Fields” regarding the “violation of election law disclosure and
reporting requirements,” including the
purchase of a full-page advertisement
in the October 11 edition of The Independent Press in Summit. “Ads or
flyers distributed by anonymous
groups violate both voters’ and candidates’ rights and threaten the integrity of the electoral process,” Mr.
Morin said.
Office of AG Sues
LBI Property Owners
The Office ofAttorney General Stuart
Rabner has sued the owners of five
million-dollar beachfront homes on
Long Beach Island for not granting the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers access
to their properties as part of a $10.9million beach replenishment project,
according to The Star-Ledger. The state
argued that if access were not granted
by December 1, the Surf City beachfront
would be unprotected this winter. The
homeowners have said the Army Corps
of Engineers has been “vague” and not
answered the residents’ questions.
Twenty homeowners have agreed to
allow access to their properties.
Scutari Says Homeowners Need
Reforms to Property Tax System
“As any homeowner who has received a property tax bill in New
Jersey can attest, reforms to the system are needed and must address
affordability while still providing a
basic level of fairness,” said State
Senator Nicholas Scutari.

SERVICE HONORED…Deerfield School students and Congressman Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) on Friday held a ceremony to present World
World war II service medals to 89-year-old Martin Hochadel of Mountainside.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Tom Mariniello, Mr. Hochadel’s family friend,
Debbie Wendel, Mr. Hochadel’s daughter, Martin Hochadel, Mountainside VFW
Commander Bob Farley, Mr. Ferguson and Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti.

Mayor Warns of Coyote
Sightings in Mountainside
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Robert Viglianti opened Tuesday night’s
regular council meeting with a warning of coyote sightings in the borough.
Borough attorney John Post said he
recently spotted a coyote in his yard
in the Watchung Reservation area.
Mayor Robert Viglianti noted additional
sightings
and
said
Mountainside resident Patrick Thomas, the curator of mammals at the
Bronx Zoo, is gathering information
to help residents protect themselves,
their families and their pets.
In other business, Frank Masella,
recreation director, presented a
$102,500 check from Kids Recreation
Trust Fund given by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. It will
fund several projects, including completing lights for the Pony League
field at Deerfield School. The funds
will also pay for resurfacing the front
tennis courts and fitness trail at borough hall, pad the gymnasium walls at
Beechwood Elementary School, provide equipment to MountainsideYouth
Baseball and the teams run by the
board of education.
In other business, the council passed
three ordinances. The first limits parking time on Birch Hill Road, Bridle
Path and Apple Tree Lane to four hours
on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The ordinance, written at the request of the police department, is
meant as a safety measure, according
to Mayor Viglianti. Cars parked in
this area all day make it difficult for
emergency vehicles to pass, he said.
Another ordinance prohibits parking on the north side of Woodacres
Drive on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. from the intersection at

Pembrook Road to the intersection at
Meeting House Lane. The ordinance
also prohibits parking on the west
side of Meeting House Lane from the
intersection at Woodacres Drive north
to a distance of 300 feet.
The last ordinance increases building permit fees for non-residential
renovations, repairs and alterations
from $24 to $30 per $1,000 of work
being done.
The council also passed several
resolutions. Among the resolutions is
one appointing Bollinger Insurance
as the borough’s risk management
consultant. The council also passed a
resolution to enter an agreement with
Union County to participate in its leaf
disposal program, and a resolution
extending the borough’s recycling
contract with Waste Management of
New Jersey for two more years.
Mayor Viglianti proclaimed October 21 through October 28 as Red
Ribbon Week to support a drug-free
America. This tribute began in 1985
to honor Enrique Camarena, an agent
from the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration who was killed in
the line of duty. Initially, a group of
people wore red badges of satin to
honor Mr. Camarena. In 1988, the
red ribbon campaign was adopted
nationwide.
The next council meeting will be
Tuesday, November 14, at 8 p.m.
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County Doles Out $2 Mil.
To Towns for Kids’ Grants
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders doled
out $2 million in grants last Thursday
night to 20 of the county’s 21 municipalities as part of the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund, which is funded through
the county’s Open Space, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
Monies awarded through the program
since 2001 total $4 million, county
officials said.
“As the father to three children,
the Kids [Recreation] Trust Fund is
a program that is very important to
me. It is also a priority of this freeholder board, which has worked hard
to put our children and families first,”
said Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella.
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon, chairwoman of the board’s open space
committee, said the county originally
budgeted $900,000 for the program,
but applications far exceeded the budgeted amount, so the county increased
the funds.
“This Kids Recreation Trust Fund
is a fine example of we can do,” Ms.
Scanlon said.
Among the grants, Westfield received $150,000 for Memorial Park
renovations, including parking and
handicap accessibility, five tennis
court replacements, four youth softball fields, expanded soccer fields, a
youth basketball court, drainage irrigation systems, restrooms, safety
fencing, upgrades to an existing playground and walking and jogging
trails.
“This is the second part of a project
we have already done,” Westfield
Town Administrator Jim Gildea told
the board.
Scotch Plains was awarded $50,000
for renovating a south-side ball field
from the existing Little League field
to a full-sided soccer field equipped
with lighting and field turf. The Borough of Garwood received $152,225
for expansion to its baseball field and
clubhouse renovations, while
Fanwood was given $9,800 to update
existing athletic equipment.
In addition, Mountainside was
awarded $102,500 for three additional light poles to extend play into
the evenings at the borough’s Pony
League field. The funds will also be
used to resurface the fitness trail at
borough hall, update tennis courts
built in the 1960s and purchase
equipment for existing athletic programs.
Mountainside Assistant Recreation
Director Adam Lieb called the grant
“a great example of cooperation between the county and the Borough of
Mountainside for support of
Mountainside programs for kids.”
Elizabeth, at $350,000, Rahway, at
$257,350, and Plainfield, at $234,490,
received the highest grants.
The board also adopted an ordinance on second reading that prohibits registered sex offenders from loitering within 300 feet of any countyowned playgrounds, ball fields or recreation areas.
On another matter, County Manager George Devanney responded to
a Star Ledger report that quoted a
state Division of Pensions and Benefits report as saying the county’s
early-retirement program for 183
employees would end up costing the
county $9.3 million in the long run
rather than generating the $15 million in savings the county projected
to see over 20 years.
“The two internal documents cited
by the Ledger – dated August 24
(Buck Consultants) and August 29
(Division of Pensions and Benefits)
were never shared with the county.
The first time we saw them was last
Thursday, October 5, when they were
provided by the Ledger’s reporter,”
said Mr. Devanney.
“Despite the clear assertion in our
application and corresponding analysis that we would pay the additional
pension liability ($19 million) in a
one-time lump sum payout by borrowing the funds at approximately
one-half of the state’s mandatory 8.25
percent interest rate – this fact was
evidently ignored,” he said.
He said the state’s report was based
on a 15-year repayment at 8.25 percent that would have cost $36 million, while the lump sum payment
and principal interest “at reasonable
rates” that the county has opted for
would cost the county $25 million –
$11 million lower than what the state
estimated.
Mr. Devanney said the Buck Consultants’ report cites $2.8 million in
replacement salary savings “but fails
to realize” the county’s cost/benefit
schedule that includes $1 million per
year in savings for the elimination of
17 positions, $250,000 per year in
health-benefit savings for those positions and $250,000 in FICA and pension savings “on all 183 reduced or
eliminated salaries.” He said Buck
Consultants “missed over $1.75 million in annual savings” for the county’s
program.
“Why would they have approved it
if they thought it would cost us
money?” Director of Finance Larry
Caroselli said while talking to Mr.
Devanney and reporters after
Thursday’s meeting.
On another matter, Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said the resolution the board
passed seeking the resignation of
House of Representatives Speaker
Dennis Hastert due to the Rep. Mark
Foley (R-Fla.) scandal was not a partisan matter. He read a statement by
Republican State Senator and candi-

date for U.S. Senate Tom Kean, Jr.
that appeared in The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week that also called for
Mr. Hastert’s removal.
“This is not a partisan issue. This is
an issue of responsibility,” Mr.
Sullivan said.
The county unveiled its revamped
website Thursday. Department of
Economic Development Director Al
Faella said the website is easier to
navigate, includes the “job connections” icon and will be updated
weekly. He said there is a “how to
vote” section at which voters can type
in their address for a location of their
polling place. A map, via MapQuest,
is also available.
Also, the taping of freeholder meetings restarted last week after being
shut down due to equipment problems. Tapes are sent to area cable
channels for broadcast.
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‘Jefferson’s Garden’
On Tap For Tonight
WESTFIELD – “Thomas
Jefferson’s Garden” will be the focus of the Westfield Historical Society meeting tonight, Thursday, October 19, at 7:30 p.m. It will take
place in the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room, located
at 425 East Broad Street.
Former Trailside Nature and Science Center Director Hollace
Hoffman will use slides and a lecture
to introduce attendees to the restored
vegetable gardens, floral borders,
vineyard and orchard at Monticello.
Participants will learn about some
of the heirloom varieties that Jefferson
loved. America’s third president had
a lifelong interest in horticulture and
wrote in 1781 that, “Cultivators of
the earth are the most virtuous and
independent citizens.”
Originally from Massachusetts, Ms.
Hoffman attended graduate school at
Rutgers University and received a de-

LOST AT FESTIFALL…This family is believed to have lost their expensive
Cybershot digital camera at the Westfield Festifall on October 1. The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce would like to return it. Please call the chamber at
(908) 233-3021 if you have information on the owner.

for election coverage and to vote in the goleader poll,

visit goleader.com/06election

SHOPRITE

gree in plant ecology. She previously
worked for Somerset County as a park
naturalist. She currently is coordinator of Operation Archaeology, a Union
County program for fifth graders.
The public is invited to attend this
program and light refreshments will
be served.

Empty-Nesters Group
Seeks Member Couples
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Empty-Nesters Club, a group for “inbetweener” couples interested in socializing at one another’s homes for
dinners, cookouts and the other activities, plus possible group outings, plans
to hold an organizational meeting.
The first meeting will be to gauge
interest and then elect officers and
form committees. For more information, call Roberta at (908) 232-0537
after 5 p.m.

Prices effective through Nov. 7.
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

ShopRite Wines & Spirits
has always been
synonymous with great
prices, variety and service.
We also carry the finest wines
for the most discriminating
palate at impressive prices.

SELECTIONS

FEATURING WINES WITH RATINGS OF...

90 Points or More... for 20 or Less!
$

Ridge Ponzo Zinfandel 2004
Exhibits a dark ruby color along with notes of sweet vanillin (from new oak
barrels), black raspberries, blueberries, and currants. Velvety-textured,
broad, rich, full-bodied and seductive, it should drink well for 5-6 years.

19.99

$

90

WINE
ADVOCATE
POINTS

WINES
& SPIRITS
POINTS

90

Ruffino Modus 2001

90

In 1913 the Folonari family purchased Ruffino and started on a nearly century-long pursuit
to develop a collection of estates in Tuscany, which all matched the standard of quality and
uniqueness which was the trademark of Ruffino’s wines. Lots of new wood yet rich and
fruity, with loads of plummy, toasty oak and meat character. Full-bodied, soft $
and round, with a long finish. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

91

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

19.99

Ferrari Carano Chardonnay 2004
Offers a lively beam of rich fruit supported by crisp acidity and layers of
pear, apple, nutmeg and hazelnut flavors that are intense
and concentrated, gaining richness with a long firm finish.

17.99

$

Antinori Péppoli 2003
Péppoli Chianti Classico DOCG is the archetypal modern Chianti Classico.
It combines the complexity and structure of a well-aged riserva with the fruity
fragrance of a young wine. Intense red fruit aromas with hints of vanilla. A
$
well-balanced wine with good structure and nice length with fruity flavours.

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

17.99

Fernleaf
Sauvignon Blanc 2004
Produced from grapes grown in
New Zealand’s key wine growing
regions: Marlborough, Hawke’s
Bay and Gisborne. Fresh fruit
flavors, zesty herbaceous tones,
and mouthwatering acidity that
Sauvignon Blanc lovers treasure.

$7.99

Wine Spectator: 92

Sebastiani
Sonoma County
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
Very dark garnet color, with ripe,
opulent black cherry fruit. This wine
has finesse, elegance and intoxicating aromatics akin to a Bordeaux
from the Medoc. Brown sugar, blackberry aromas topped with coconut
and vanilla in the nose. Blackberry
continues on the palate to the finish.

Wine Spectator: 91

$13.99

Concha Marqués
Chardonnay 2003
Shows the great recent progress
in the viticultural/vinicultural art in
Chile. Rich but very stylish, with
lush flavors of Jonagold apple, fig,
hazelnut, and honeysuckle. Fine
acidity drives the long finish.

Wine Spectator: 90

$14.99

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc 2005
Tangy in style, with plenty of
fresh green apple character adding depth to the grapefruit and
guava flavors, lingering nicely.

Wine Spectator: 90

$12.99

SPECIAL

95-100 . . . . . . . .Classic
90-94 . . . .Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69 . . .Below Average

Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve Merlot 2003

Summers Napa Andrianna’s
Cuvee Cabernet 2003

Tenuta I Muracci
Fortediga 2004

Black plum, boysenberry, and cherry
flavors with violet, chocolate and
cedar notes. This wine is smooth
and the tannins are refined and
round. This wine caresses the mouth
and lingers beyond each sip.

A deep and complex Cabernet that
is a signature of its extraordinary
terroir. Barrel aging and judicious use
of new oak make this wine enjoyable
young. Firm tannins make for a wine
worthy of cellaring. Serve with roast
chicken, London Broil or simply
indulge with dark chocolates.

Delicious, excellent value! 40% Syrah,
30% Cabernet Franc, and 30%
Cabernet. This elegant, deep
ruby/purple-colored effort exhibits
plenty of crunchy, delicious, black
currant and cherry fruit, smoky, spicy
characteristics, a hint of new wood,
and loads of charm and texture. A
hedonistic, seductive mouthful of wine.

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$17.99

Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve
Chardonnay 2004
Elegant and tropical with hints of
lemon and other citrus fruits. Fuji
apple notes carry through this beautifully balanced, delightful wine. Lushly
layered, enchanting creamy texture
and a finish that lingers on and on.

Robert Parker: 91

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$18.99

Nino Franco
Prosecco Rustico NV
Scents of talc balance ripe melon
and lime flavors, ending on a brisk,
mineral note. The flavors last, rich
but not sweet, ready for fresh crab.

$10.99

Wine Advocate: 90

$13.99
Catena Malbec 2004

Girard Petite Sirah 2003
Chewy, inky, extracted yet elegant
wine with grapey, peppery plum,
wild berry, herb and spicy floral
notes. The tannins are what you
might expect from a wine of this
size—mouthcoating. Still, it's a
delightful wine to drink.

Wine Spectator: 90

$16.99

Turkey Flat
Butchers Block Red 2003
Dense purple-tinged wine (76%
Mourvedre, 21% Grenache, and
3% Shiraz) boasts a big, sweet
nose of blueberries, flowers, and
earth. Structured, linear, and tightly
knit, this is surprisingly voluptuous
(for a Mourvedre-based wine), it
will drink well for 5-10 years.
Wine Advocate: 90
$17.99

OF THE MONTH

Great aromas of crushed blueberry
and raspberry, a juicy texture and
well-integrated toast and mineral
notes. Nice blast of pure fruit on
the finish. Drink now through 2009.

$13.99

Wine Spectator: 90

Catena Chardonnay 2004
Full yellow-gold. Exotic aromas of
apricot, orange, honey and smoky
oak. Then sweet but firm, with
intense apricot, peach, kiwi and
mineral flavors. Among the elite of
Argentina, as few other producers
capture this much freshness of fruit.

Stephen Tanzer: 90

$11.99

Di Majo Norante
Ramitello Rosso 2003
Big, rich nose of melted licorice,
truffles, black currants, plums, and
cherries, followed by a full-bodied,
amazing concentration, beautiful
sweet fruit, and admirable richness.

$9.99

Robert Parker: 90

Di Majo Norante Sangiovese 2004

Benton Lane
Pinot Noir 2004

One of the world’s best values in Sangiovese!
Aged six months in large foudres, it offers up
aromas of strawberries, black cherries, damp
earth, spice box, and fruit cake. This expressive,
medium-bodied, fleshy Italian red is meant to be
drunk over the next 1-2 years. Buy by the case!

Light and immensely appealing
delicacy and suppleness, offering
pretty raspberry and strawberry
flavors with hints of white pepper
and fresh mushroom as the finish
sails on. Drink now through 2009.

Robert Parker: 90

$6.99

Wine Spectator: 90

$15.99

Robert Parker: 90

$14.99

Allegrini La Grola 2001
Outstanding blend dominated by
Corvina with small quantities of
Rondinella, Syrah and Sangiovese.
A dense ruby/purple-tinged color is
followed by heady aromas of black
cherry liqueur, smoke, roasted
meats, licorice and espresso.
$14.99
Robert Parker: 90

Punto Final
Malbec Reserve 2004
Bright medium ruby. Pure blackberry,
black raspberry, licorice, graphite,
minerals, chocolate and coffee
aromas. Very suave on entry, then
youthful, with highly concentrated,
sweet dark berry flavors and lovely
inner-mouth perfume and terrific
vinosity. Finishes juicy, sappy and
very long, leaving the palate refreshed.

Stephen Tanzer: 91

$12.99

Falesco Vitiano Rosso 2004
A wine with lovely balance and
clean plum, berry and chocolate
character, medium body and
polished tannins. The perfect house
wine- a great value. Sangiovese,
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon.
Drink now through 2010.
$7.99
Wine Spectator: 90

Falesco Sangiovese 2005
Outstanding! Makes a mockery
of many of the over-priced
Sangioveses emerging from other
areas of the world. A stunning
value, it boasts a beautiful bouquet
of sweet cherries, strawberries,
bay leaf, spice, and blacker fruits.
Full-bodied with superb length,
good underlying acidity, and a
beautiful texture.
Robert Parker: 90
$9.99

Prices & products featured are available only at these ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores:
Caldwell

Fair Lawn

Little Falls

Parsippany

Westfield

478 Bloomfield Ave. . . . . . .973-226-8400

35-07 Broadway . . . . . . . . .201-796-2398

171 Browertown Rd. . . . . . .973-256-5551

772 Rt. 46 Arlington Plaza .973-299-0555

333 South Ave. . . . . . . . . . . . .908-232-8700

Chester

Freehold

Neptune

Rochelle Park

120 US Hwy. 206 South . . .908-879-5352

3585 Hwy. 9 & South St. . .732-294-8660

2200 Hwy. 66 & Roller Rd. .732-775-8653

220 West Passaic St. . . . . . . .201-843-4946

Englewood

Lincoln Park

Paramus

Rockaway

55 Nathaniel Place . . . . . . .201-816-8266

60 Beaverbrook Rd. Beaverbrook Mall . . . .973-694-4420

224 Rt. 4 East & Forest Ave.201-843-7283

439 Rt. 46 East . . . . . . . . . . . .973-366-9844

We Accept:
®

Debit
Card

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Oct. 11 thru Tues., Nov. 7, 2006.
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Candidates Should Face the Public
And Forget Nasty Party Politics
Political campaigns at one time seemed fun, although perhaps silly at times. There were hoopla,
balloons and blustering. Campaign buttons were
passed out – many with pleasant themes, such as “I
Like Ike.” Even retrospect buttons were distributed.
One favorite notes, “Don’t Blame Me, I Voted for
Bret Schundler.” Even buttons for local candidates
appeared with simple slogans – “I Walked for

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Time is running out to schedule forums for the
public to view the candidates for the November 7
election. Sadly, negative campaigning is prevalent.
With this, candidates forget that the most important
thing is the well being of the community they promise to serve, not the victory for their party, their egos
or personal gain. It’s time for the public to demand
better from the candidates – our future officials.

Letters to the Editor
Neil LeStrange Responds to Letter
From Former Chief Thomas O’Brien
I am writing this letter in response to
the letter from ex-Police Chief Thomas
O’Brien.
I feel the citizens of Scotch Plains
should hear directly from me with regard
to the matter he raised. I am disturbed that
the man who issued many commendations to me when I was an officer in the
police department would now choose to
malign me with false and offensive innuendo for patently political reasons. Had I
been the person he described in his letter
he would have fired me rather than give
me commendations. Truth should be the
watchword of a campaign, but the Republicans can’t do that and win this election.
First let me say I have instructed my
staff and campaign workers not to initiate
personal attacks against our opponents,
Ms. Malool, Ms. Sorge and Mr. Duthie.
We will respond to the issues regarding
the attacks on us. I shall leave all the
sleaze and mudslinging to my opponents.
We do not believe that this type of campaigning is productive, and it hurts the
reputation of the township and the residents of Scotch Plains without speaking
to the issues of taxes, employee relations
and infrastructure maintenance. We have
dedicated ourselves to running a clean,
honest and open campaign, and our residents should expect no less from us. We
will continue to bring our message to the
residents. We have made ourselves available to the voters through barbecues and
teas and we have met the commuters at
the Fanwood train station, and we are
going door-to-door to hear our neighbors’ concerns. This weekend the campaign had a strong presence downtown on
Scotch Plains Day.
When our lawn signs went missing, we
just replaced them. We did not run off to
the police. We did so only after the Republicans’ professional operative, Bill
McClintock, known for his dirty tricks,
did. I know how Mr. McClintock and his
“Good Old Boys” run a campaign and I
will stand up against their dirty tactics. I
feel that Mr. McClintock still holds a
grudge against me from when he tried to
interfere with a lawful arrest when he was

a councilman and I was a police officer. I
stood up to him then and I will stand up to
him now.
The attack on me was a desperate attempt by my opponents to discredit me.
They know many of you are too busy to
read my 700-page deposition. Therefore,
I will place relevant portions of my deposition on our website, www.spdems.com,
for all of you to read free of charge. If the
Republicans want other portions posted
they may let me know. I want you to read
it for yourself and find out how “disturbing” it truly isn’t. And when you are done
with my deposition, I would hope you
would go read the relevant racist portions
of ex-Chief O’Brien’s deposition, which
we will be posting as well. If you read all
of the depositions you will see why over
$490,000 was spent on behalf of the town.
This expense would have been avoided
had the issue been handled properly. In
my opinion, had this case gone further, it
would have cost the taxpayers hundreds
of thousands of dollars more.
I know my opponents have seen the
election polls conducted by your newspaper showing them clearly behind. That is
why I feel that they must now resort to
slander. It’s a shame my opponents don’t
have the guts to do it themselves and had
to resort to a bitter ex-police chief to do it
for them. I have said that employee relations are one of the primary issues in this
contest. These continuing problems could
cost us hundreds of thousands of dollars
in the future. I know that although this
lawsuit involving the four officers has
been settled, there is more expensive litigation looming. Last week, a DPW employee, who like Ms. Sorge, is a son of
Montazzoli, was suspended for six months
for speaking out about improper treatment from the new public works director.
How can anyone be expected to run a
clean government if they can’t run a clean
campaign?
Neal LeStrange
Democrat Candidate for Scotch
Plains Township Council

Scotch Plains Cannot Afford to Lose
Atkins Because of ‘Political Vendettas’
Westfield.”
Buttons seem to have disappeared. Now, commercials, mailings and lawn signs dominate. Also today,
lawn signs seem to be a target for theft, and most
campaigns for office are nasty. The voters are turned
off.
Candidates in the past seemed anxious to meet the
public and provide their thoughts on issues. This is
not so today in Scotch Plains. The Scotch Plains
Democrat council candidates will not participate in
the annual, televised Meet the Candidates forum this
year. DEM campaign Chairman Richard Samuel
said, “I refuse to subject my candidates to the abusive tactics of the Scotch Plains Republican Party,
and particularly to those of Bill McClintock.”
We’re having difficulty organizing the TV forum
for the Fanwood candidates. In this case, the DEMs
are ready to go, but we haven’t heard from the GOP.

There is a vicious issue going on in the Scotch
Plains council race. Former Police Chief Tom O’Brien
petitions the public to read sworn testimony given by
candidate Neal LeStrange during a lawsuit by other
police officers against the township. The Democrat
party counters by enjoining the public to read the
testimony of Chief O’Brien during that trial.
Through the Open Public Records Act, the 1,000
pages of testimony were obtained, scanned and
posted on the Internet at www.goleader.com/features. See the reference, 06Oct19-SP-Trial. It’s for
the public to decide.
We don’t know if a last-ditch effort can save the
candidates’ forums on TV for the residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood. We know that, after the elections, the public will depend on their elected officials
to do the right thing for the communities. Everyone
wants to walk the streets as neighbors and friends.

Symphony Reviewer Devoted Too
Much Space to Opera’s Late Start
A couple of weeks ago, The Westfield
Leader ran a letter from Keith Hertell
that, almost literally, sang the praises of
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
their recent performance of Puccini’s
opera, Turandot. I couldn’t agree more.
In fact, Mr. Hertell’s letter captured the
essence of the performance far more eloquently than the review by Brad Tinfow
that ran in the October 12 edition of The
Leader.
It is apparent from the review that Mr.
Tinfow is a knowledgeable and avid fan
of opera. I was, therefore, surprised and
confused that he chose to devote three of
the first four paragraphs to the fact that
the opera began (brace yourselves!) “a
full 13 minutes into the hour.” He goes on
to belabor the point that some of the
choral passages were omitted from the
original opera, resulting in some discontinuity in the dialogue (which is, of course,
entirely in Italian). While those audience
members who spoke fluent Italian or who
had committed Turandot to memory may
have found this troubling, I would wager
that the other 99.9 percent of us were
simply too overwhelmed by the beauty
and virtuosity of the performance to care.
Finally, about one third of the way
through his piece, Mr. Tinfow actually

begins to review the opera, which he
seems to have enjoyed thoroughly despite the unconscionable delay. In fact,
Mr. Tinfow’s review ends as it should
have begun, stating that the quality of
playing and singing was near perfection.
He correctly relates the overwhelmingly
positive and enthusiastic response of the
audience, who seemed untroubled by the
absence of the Emperor’s character or by
the fact that the text provided with the
program was “rendered only in English.”
Incidentally, this response mirrored the
many-minute standing ovation from 5,000
people that the same performance had
received at the PNC Arts Center only four
days previously.
What is missing in Mr. Tinfow’s clinical review is not only a depiction of the
sheer delight of the evening, but also a
reminder of how incredibly honored and
privileged we are to have the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra in our collective lives.
It is a tribute to the reputation and talent of
David Wroe that the WSO is able to bring
world-class soloists and stunning performances right to our proverbial doorsteps.
Bravo, Maestro Wroe! (But next time,
try to get to the podium a bit quicker, ok?)
Marty Silverman
Westfield

More Letters
Starting Page 19
WF Comm. Players,
Wonderful Live Theatre
This past Friday we were treated to
another ‘hidden’ jewel right here in
Westfield. We attended a showing of The
Cemetery Club performed by the
Westfield Community Players. We initially purchased the tickets as a way to
support the Archive Fund for the Westfield
Historical Society.
We were surprised to find ourselves
enjoying a night of very good theater. A
professional production that was wonderfully acted, it gave us many laughs and
even a tear or two. Several of us spoke of
how we just had never made the time to
enjoy this lovely theater practically in our
backyard. With such easy access to the
Westfield Symphony and the Westfield
Community Players, our city’s cultural
cup is overflowing. We highly recommend to all that you share in this terrific
experience of live theater.
An extra special thank you goes to Gail
Smith of the Society’s Archive Committee for organizing this lovely event. Your
efforts were most appreciated.
Debby and Bob Burslem
Westfield

Rumors seem to be swirling about town
that the Democrat candidates for the
Scotch Plains Council plan on firing Tom
Atkins as the municipal manager if they
get control of the township council. I have
worked with Tom Atkins for 16 years as
a member of the township council, including four years as deputy mayor and
four terms as mayor.
From personal experience, I can tell
you he is one of the most hardworking
members of our municipal government
and very dedicated to the residents of this
community. Tom Atkins grew up in this
town and has worked for the community
for several decades. He has worked with

both Republican and Democrat councilmen over the years. Tom Atkins is respected statewide for his work in the
field, so much so that his peers elected
him to serve as chairman of the New
Jersey State Managers Association, an
honor reserved for the best in his field.
Scotch Plains cannot afford to lose
such a fine public servant because of
personal political vendettas. I encourage
this paper to investigate these rumors,
and if proven true, find out why the Democrats are basing their campaign on something so destructive.
Former Mayor Joan Papen, GOP,
Scotch Plains

Former Chief O’Brien’s Letter
More Outrageous Than First Thought
Last week I was called upon, on short
notice, to comment on behalf of the
LeStrange, Glover and Strauss campaign
for Scotch Plains Township Council about
former Police Chief O’Brien’s incendiary letter to the editor suggesting that
Neal LeStrange was a racist. At that time,
I did not have the documents to review, so
I reacted based only on my knowledge of
Chief O’Brien’s prior bad judgment and
questionable credibility.
Now that I have had a chance to review
the hundreds of pages of transcripts in
question and other documents in that case,
I find that Chief O’Brien’s letter was even
more outrageous than at first thought.
The case in which the testimony was
taken concerned, among other things, an
allegation that Chief O’Brien “aided and
abetted” racism. I believe that if the case
had gone to trial, Chief O’Brien would
have been found to have “aided and abetted” racism.
I have read the sections of the testi-

mony O’Brien alluded to in his suggestion of racism by Neal LeStrange and
believe that no fair-minded person could
reasonably come to that conclusion. Each
reader is invited to read that testimony
posted on this paper’s website and decide
for yourself.
I am also concerned that Mayor Marks
and Tom Atkins commented to the press
in support of O’Brien’s outrageous letter.
Had they acted in a non-political way,
they would have condemned the letter.
They also would have pointed out that
you, the taxpayers, paid hundreds of thousands of dollars defending the town because, in part, of O’Brien’s alleged behavior.
Anyone who has followed Scotch Plains
politics would suspect that O’Brien’s letter was the handiwork of Bill McClintock.
Bill is known as a dirty campaigner but
this is low even for him.
Richard Samuel
DEM Campaign Manager
Scotch Plains

Groundbreakings for Redevelopments
Mark Milestones In Fanwood Boro
This week was a great week of milestones in Fanwood. As mayor, I had the
pleasure of attending not just one, but two
groundbreaking ceremonies for the highly
anticipated construction projects within
our downtown redevelopment area. Both
are historic because it will mark the first
time in 30 years that any new construction
has occurred within this 6.5-acre site.
What has made this so gratifying is that
both mixed use projects are being done by
individuals with long ties to our community. The Cornerstone project, at 222 South
Avenue, is the proud investment of the
Marcovecchio family. Mr. Marcovecchio,
the father, is the local barber at the
Fanwood Clipper.
Station Mews at Fanwood, located at
234 South Avenue, is the proud investment of Helen and Jeff Ling. Helen and
her husband are the owners of Enchantments, the gift boutique that has been in
town for over a decade. Both projects,
according to the owners, are slated for
completion in the spring/summer of 2007.
While it has been a long two and one-

Fourth Grade Wis.
Class Seeks Look at NJ
Our fourth grade class is currently
studying the regions of the United States.
We are learning about each state and their
environment, landforms, and special
places of interest. We are asking for your
help. We would like people to send us
postcards that show us what your state is
like.
This would give us the opportunity to
get a firsthand look at your state and help
us to become aware of the great country
we live in. If you would like to write a
note on back we would appreciate it.
We want to take this opportunity in
advance to thank you for helping us make
learning a fun and rewarding experience.
We appreciate your help.
Jackie Shier, 4th grade class
C/O Peshtigo Elem. Learning Center
341 N. Emery Ave.
Peshtigo, WI 54157

half years of talking, working and collaborating with these property owners
and others within the area, the results are
starting to show. While I often say that
Fanwood has taken the road less traveled
- by choosing to work with individual
property owners versus going the one
developer route - I am as confident today,
as I was three years ago, that was the right
choice for Fanwood.
Giving the entire redevelopment area
to one developer, which the previous
Republican administration advocated and
now the GOP candidates for borough
council still would have preferred - is
what separates my administration’s vision from theirs. I can only say that route
would have surely resulted in the use of
eminent domain by the borough - something that I, along with Council President
Donna Dolce, who is now running for reelection, were furiously opposed to.
I also find it amusing, but I would
venture to say that the Ling and
Marcovecchio families who are making a
considerable financial commitment in
Fanwood, would find it insulting and
shortsighted, that candidate MacDonald’s
current picture of Fanwood development
is one marked by “a lack of progress.” Mr.
MacDonald was invited to the
groundbreaking ceremonies as a member
of the planning board but did not attend.
Lastly, I would share these simple facts
on approved planning board projects in
the downtown area: 222 South Avenue,
230 South Avenue, 300 South Avenue
and the project known as Station Square
- combined currently bring in an estimated $25,000 in current taxes. When
they are completed over the next year or
so, they will bring in taxes estimated at
$431,000.
Something that every resident of
Fanwood can and will benefit from increased ratables.
As mayor, I have faith that the residents understand the difference between
results and empty political rhetoric.
Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Meconophagist – An opium eater
2. Hepatolithiasis – Gallstones
3. Integument – An outer covering of a
body or plant
4. Pansophy – Universal wisdom or
knowledge
CINERACEOUS
1. Having the color of ashes
2. Harsh; vulgar
3. Balanced; stable
4. Disposed to agitation; violence
BOTHRENCHYMA
1. Sticky, viscous or gooey texture of
certain plants
2. Film or slippery substance on the
surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. In botany, furnished with branches
in pairs
4. In botany, tissue composed of pitted
ducts
LEUCOSIS
1. An irregularly high amount of red
blood cells
2. An overproduction of white blood
cells in the circulatory system
3. Vericose veins
4. Albinism
CARRION
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with
eggs and bread crumbs
2. The decaying flesh of a dead body
3. With great speed
4. Turmoil

Letters to
the Editor
Reporter Was Corrupt
For Not Checking Facts
Corruption can take many forms. For a
politician, corruption can mean stealing
money from the public till or it can mean
lying to the people. For a journalist, corruption can mean taking bribes to slant
the news or simply failing to check the
facts.
Tom Kean, Jr., who has made allegations of corruption the sole issue in his
campaign for the U.S. Senate, was himself corrupt when he tricked some Elizabeth Democrats into appearing with him
at a press conference he called “Democrats for Kean.” As The Associated Press
and The Star-Ledger reported at length,
those Democrats were advocates for
schoolchildren and opponents of corruption but in no way Kean supporters.
And Paul Peyton was just as corrupt in
his “Peek at the Week” report in the issue
of October 12 because he failed to do
more than reproduce the first two paragraphs of Mr. Kean’s press release. All
Mr. Peyton had to do was read the papers.
It’s an old adage in journalism: If your
mother says she loves you, check it out.
William G. Connolly, Jr.
Westfield

Last Week’s Letter Not
Written by Hogaboom
Last Thursday, October 12, an article
appeared in The Westfield Leader supposedly written by Tommy Hogaboom
complaining about the condition of the
American flag at the Westfield American
Legion Post No. 3.
I did not write this letter. I have no
problem with the American Legion, Ralph
Douglas, Charlie Townsend or my father.
The American Legion and its members
have done nothing but try to help me and
my Eagle Project. I am grateful to them.
Those who have problems should write
under their own names.
Tom Hogaboom
Westfield
Editor’s Note: Last week, someone
falsely used Mr. Hogaboom’s identity
and simulated his e-mail account.

Councilman Thanks SP
Recr. CommissionWork
Scotch Plains is fortunate to have an
abundance of volunteer organizations,
which are so important to the foundation
of our community. One such organization, which may not be familiar to many,
is the Scotch Plains Recreation Commission. Comprised of all volunteers with a
variety of backgrounds, the commission
sets the vision for our parks, ball fields,
recreation leagues and programs, as well
as senior activities.
We are fortunate through their efforts,
that over recent years, we have experienced great progress in all of these areas.
The breadth of their efforts was vividly
demonstrated this past weekend with the
opening at Scotch Hills of the new mini
golf course.
The commission had the vision to take
a portion of property with little use and
turn it into a new recreational use for our
community, which will also add additional revenue. While doing so, the project
also made enhancements to the existing
golf course and parking for all those who
enjoy the clubhouse.
The grand opening was attended by
hundreds from throughout the community. While there are little improvements
to be made as the facility matures, it was
a wonderful start. I have been fortunate to
see this volunteer group and supporting
professional staff work tirelessly over the
last seven years.
Personally, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them for their outstanding efforts for our community.
Frank Rossi
Council Recreation Liaison

For More Information
www.goleader.com/help

To Reach Us
editor@goleader.com
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Reader Questions ‘No’ Votes
On Opposition to New NJ Tax
I thought we here in Westfield were
sheltered from the New Jersey party
bosses. These party bosses have made
New Jersey the laughing stock of the
nation because of our state’s pervasive
corruption and tight-fisted control of those
in power under them that enable the indiscretions for which New Jersey is unfortunately famous.
After reading the cover article in The
Westfield Leader last week, I see that my
wishful thinking is far from reality. Councilman Haas and Bigosinski voted ‘no’ to
the town’s formal opposition to Governor
Corzine’s latest tax grab. (Believe it or
not, we are now going to be taxed for our
pool memberships, parking permits, pay
station parking; never mind the 17 percent sales tax increase.)
Westfield is among the highest taxed
towns in New Jersey, so you would think
that there would be a united chorus from
our town officials concerning further tax
burden. But the reality, it appears, is that
Councilmen Haas and Bigosinski feared
the wrath of the party bosses. Let’s face it,
the more of our money that Elizabeth and
Trenton take from us, the more it fuels the
corrupt New Jersey political machine and
the more it leaves us powerless to do
anything about it.

Even if Councilmen Haas and
Bigosinski do not have any higher political aspirations, the potential pain associated with opposition to this common sense
resolution must have been much greater
than they were willing to bare.
Coincidentally, Freeholder Mirabella
was also featured on the cover page of last
week’s Leader. Mr. Mirabella mentioned
that ‘no one likes extra taxes.’ That’s
funny when you consider the incredible
tax increases we get hammered with every year by the Union County freeholders. As I’ve stated before on these pages,
we pay far more to Mr. Mirabella and his
colleagues in terms of taxes then we receive back in Westfield. However, rather
than placating us with a discussion about
redundant county services, New Jersey
officials need to come up with a plan to
eliminate this redundant layer of government. Let’s face it, the best way to reduce
Westfield’s property tax burden is to go to
the local hardware store, purchase the
largest padlocks we can find, and lock the
entrance doors to the freeholders’ offices
in Elizabeth and the governor’s office in
Trenton. A guy can dream, can’t he?
Frank Arena
Westfield

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Glenn Mortimer

It’s Time To Control Spending
By any reasonable measure it is agreed
that county property taxes in Union
County are too high. County taxes are
rising faster than municipal taxes. Union
County has the second highest average
Tax Trauma Index in Northern New Jersey. The all Democrat Union County
Board of Freeholders has increased taxes
by 51 percent since the year 2000. These
are facts.
My running mates Pat Quattrocchi,
Diane Barabas and I, will propose these
specific measures to combat the property
tax problem:
Spending Increases must stop. We believe that accountability starts at the top.
Therefore, we will call for an immediate
10 percent reduction of our salaries as
freeholders. We will call for a complete
audit of each freeholder office’s operating expenses and we will call for an
immediate freeze on appointed positions
within the freeholder staff and an independent and complete audit of expenses
and spending practices in the freeholder

Scotch Plains To Hold
Health Fair Oct. 21
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Health Department will conduct
its 18th annual Health Fair on October 21,
from 8 a.m. to noon at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club will set
up its Eye Mobile for screenings. A hypertension clinic, free colon-rectal home
test kits and many information tables
staffed by local medical organizations
will be available for Scotch Plains residents. The health department will also
once again be offering an extensive blooding screening. The cost for this blood
work is $18 and anyone interested in it
should visit the Scotch Plains Health Department, Room 212 of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, prior to October 21.
If flu vaccine is received, it will be
administered at the fair; otherwise registration will take place on October 21 in
the court room for a later date. Flu vaccines are available for residents who are
65 years of age or older, or under 65 with
a chronic medical condition (doctor’s note
required). For further information, contact the Scotch Plains Health Department
at (908) 322-6700, extension 309.

offices.
We will introduce legislation that will
cancel any and all freeholder salary increases approved during the past year.
We will call for the implementation of
zero-based budgeting and will demand an
independent audit that will review the
budget of each department in order to cut
wasteful spending department by department. Each department head will be asked
to reduce spending by 15 percent in the
first year.
We will establish a written policy that
will prevent pension boosting patronage
jobs.
We will establish and insure HR policies that will require all new hires to meet
the standards and job description the position calls for. We will insure policies of
termination for any employee hired who
does not meet the minimum standard of
the position and consequences for the
manager or person responsible for the
hiring.
We will implement a “zero tolerance”
policy for defendants of sexual harassment lawsuits that are currently costing
the taxpayers millions of dollars. We will
hold accountable any employees and/or
elected officials that jeopardize the taxpayers of Union County with their unlawful and unacceptable behavior. We believe the current sexual harassment and
other workplace related lawsuits pending
against the county, as well as those suits
recently settled with taxpayer money, are
totally unacceptable. We believe the root
problem must be addressed and guidelines must be developed and enforced.
We promise the taxpayers of Union
County that we will not vote for any tax
increase of any size at any time during our
term on the Union County freeholder
board. When the above measures are followed we are confident that we will not
have to impose any additional taxes on
the property tax payers of Union County
for the duration of our term.
These specific proposals stand in stark
contrast to the current tax and spend policies of Union County government. A
$400-million budget needs oversight and
we will provide that oversight.
To learn more about me, please visit
the UC GOP website unioncountygop.org
or call our county headquarters at (908)
789-0200.

Please come and find the best travel deals of the year at the

TRAVEL SHOW – Westfield Armory
Almond Resorts and Unique Cruise
and Travel of Garwood will be
co-sponsoring a booth at
the Travel Show
Almond Resorts is the premier all-inclusive
resort of the Caribbean for groups,
destination weddings, couples, families
and singles. Almond Resorts is a
spectacular island paradise for all those
seeking a personalized vacation without
rules, without worries. From kids programs
to the most incredible Caribbean spa,
Almond Resorts promises that your
vacation will always be "For You,
About You."

Saturday, October 28
11:00 AM – 4:00 PM

Sunday October 29
11:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Unique Cruise and Travel is a full
service neighborhood Travel Agency
providing travel arrangement for
leisure as well as business travelers.
With over 20 years of experience,
Carol Kearney and her staff can
give you the personal attention
you deserve when selecting
your next vacation.

For more information, call Unique Cruise and Travel at 908-789-3303
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Letters to the Editor
Petix, Former WHS Principal,
Challenges Letter on Security
As former principal of Westfield High
School, I would like to comment on the
letter written by Francesca Sabino in the
October 12 edition of The Westfield
Leader. I disagree with Ms. Sabino’s assessment of security at Westfield High
School.
In past years, the high school always
followed the board of education’s policy
of locking all but the front doors after 9
a.m. I am confident that the school continues to adhere to the board policy this year.
The back doors and loading docks may be
open at times, but when they are, it is only
under the watchful eyes of custodians,
paraprofessionals, or teachers assigned to
oversee the areas.
Everyone shares Ms. Sabino’s concern
for the safety of Westfield’s children. The
answer to safety concerns for high school
students lies in teaching them responsible
behavior and vigilance. That is their and
the school community’s best protection
against terrorists and violence. Worrying
whether upperclassmen can cross the
street and keeping 17- and 18-year-old
adolescents in the building during lunch
time to protect them from harm may give
a false sense of security to adults, but for
teenagers such actions just reinforce the
now common societal belief that the world
is so unsafe that even routine daily human
actions can be life threatening and should
be avoided.
We are creating a generation of children who are fearful of everything and
find joy in nothing. Mr. Tennant was one
of the district’s finest administrators. To
take his words out of context and to imply
that he disregarded voiced concerns about

security last year is contrary to everything he stood for and every behavior he
exhibited during his three years as assistant principal of Westfield High School.
Citing a fistfight this year allegedly by a
visitor as a further sign that the high
school is not safe is unfair and untrue.
Westfield High School has traditionally
welcomed visitors after they register in
the main office and, in my opinion, should
continue that practice so long as the occasional troublemaker is arrested and a complaint signed against him.
Westfield High School has been and I
am certain remains a safe place for students and staff. The most compelling
reason for me to write this letter is to
challenge Ms. Sabino’s blatantly false
remark, “Even the paraprofessionals who
former Principal Robert Petix was trying
to warn about seem to be the most incompetent.” Far from believing the paraprofessionals to be incompetent, I know from
experience the high school’s paraprofessionals are extraordinarily effective.
Enduring the heat, cold, rain and snow,
they protect the school from the outside
while monitoring student behavior as they
enter and exit the building. I have always
appreciated their dedication, their competence, and their ability to work so comfortably with teenagers and staff. They
are dedicated employees and fine human
beings whose good work should not be
disparaged.
Finally, be assured that if I had believed them to be incompetent, I would
have fired them.
Robert Petix
Scotch Plains

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A HELPING HAND…During Scotch Plains Day last weekend, Scotch Plains
Police Sergeant Ernesto Hernandez brings a child to the stage to reunite the boy
with his family, after the boy became separated in the crowd.

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATERING HOLE…The Westfield Firefighters leave their hoses behind on
Monday and enjoy the day with their guests at the Annual FMBA Golf Outing at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

Guided Tours of Schools Could
Be Used to Pass Bond Referendum
Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to the Westfield Board of Education
and Superintendent of Schools William
Foley. The writer is a parent of a Roosevelt
Intermediate School seventh grader and
three former Franklin students.
*****
I commend your plan to improve the
quality and equity of Westfield schools.
The Lincoln School early childhood
center will improve the kindergarten program, management of class size and staff,
and delivery of support services. Space
will open up in all the elementary schools,
avoiding further construction.
Centralizing and expanding pre-K/K
handicapped programs saves taxpayer
money while reducing the need for long
bus trips for our youngest students.
Replacing windows at Edison School
was a recognized need in the 1998 bond.
However, please clarify why we must pay
for it again.
RIS library and cafeteria additions are
necessary for health and instruction. RIS
teachers are restricted in use of library
resources with their classes. RIS grades
can’t fit in the cafeteria together, so each
half has 20 minutes for lunch. At EIS,
each half has 30 minutes with a 10-minute
overlap; grade-level announcements and
signups occur during the overlap. Flow is
managed by 10 minutes of lunch study.
The inability of RIS students to receive
grade announcements or eat at a normal
pace impacts instruction and health.
For safety, security, and energy efficiency we must enclose the RIS breezeway. However, this addition should also
tackle poor science wing heating that
causes expensive, uncomfortable overheating elsewhere.

I do not accept $1 million to renovate
RIS corridors and stairwells. How can
internal updating of narrow, crowded
passages impact student flow without
moving walls? Before I can support the
bond I request clarification: please demonstrate that this renovation is for student
safety and security, not just for a modern
look.
Let’s see fire drill statistics, which
measure student flow through corridors
and stairwells. Can RIS evacuate in good
time? Do we meet state and local targets?
Will these renovations improve evacuation times? If so, I’m for the bond, expensive as it is, because equity matters; if not,
cut so taxpayers with limited incomes
will know all these projects are necessary.
Let’s go beyond the “us” and “them”
thinking that divides us. Whether you
have young or older children - or no
children - Westfield needs most of these
changes. I suggest that the board arrange
guided tours of our buildings during Election Day as part of the push to pass the
bond, so folks will see how small classrooms are in older buildings like RIS
compared to Tamaques, Washington, and
EIS. Compare the libraries and cafeterias/auditoriums at EIS, RIS, Wilson, and
Jefferson. Climb the stairs at RIS and
wonder what change is possible. View
the windows and parking areas at EIS and
RIS, McKinley and Franklin (parking?).
I also hope those who might be affected
by bus-redistricting will take the opportunity to see what a great school Edison is,
how cool the 8th grade opera, how wide
the halls are.
Pamela Orbach
Westfield

“We will always strive to bring you the best
value no matter what you spend.”

Garretson Celeidh
Rose $19.99

From Everywhere at Every Price
Roberto Ferrari’s
Barbera D’ Asti
$14.99
A wine that achieves that
rare and wonderful balance
of being lush without being
heavy. Lots of red berry
tones, but hints of darker
more mulberry like fruits as
well. Rounded and easy on
the palate even without
food. The small hints of
spice, a touch of clove and
nutmeg, make it a winner,
not just with the obvious
pasta, but also with richly
flavored chicken dishes.

Daniel Rion NuitsSt. George $44.99
Made from 2.75 hectacres
in one of the most
respected areas in
Burgundy, this wine will
remind you why world
rulers, from Charlemagne
to Napoleon, drank only
the pinot noir that is made
there. Elegant, smooth,
gentle and delightful. Lots
of strawberry and cherry
with hints of lilac and
roses. A nice earthy tone
and good fresh acid keep it
all together. Outside of
white fish and rare boar,
you can drink this with
almost anything.

Domaine de la
Potine Sauvignon
Touraine $12.99
From a frequently
overlooked area in the Loire
Valley, this is both bright
and lively on the palate.
Lots of lime flavors, and
some other citrus notes that
blend seamlessly with the
mineral tones that come
from soils along the river.
The most obvious match is
seafood, but it is highly
flexible and will do oriental
or Indian food very nicely.
It is wonderful sipping with
nothing as well.

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

FALL SPECIAL!
% Any 2 bottles of wine
OFF with this coupon

10

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded.
750ml only. Expires 10/25/06

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys $17.99 750ml
Romana Sambuca $17.99 750ml
Kahlua $15.99 750ml
Southern Comfort $13.99 750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno $18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

This is nothing like what most people think rose is like. It is dry.
It is so dark that it is almost a red. It has sediment that coats
the inside of the bottle. It is made from 74% syrah, 12%
Mourvedre, 10% Grenache and 4% Roussane. This stuff is crazy
good. Think Thanksgiving now. A short list of the flavors involved
would include, strawberry, pomegranate, smoke, sandalwood,
rhubarb and cherry. If you think rose is for the unsophisticated,
try this. We won’t have it for long at this price.

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

Now at
Peterson’s
Wines

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Check out
our Fine
Cigar
Selection!

Absolut 80 $30.99 1.75L
Ketel One $34.99 1.75L
Grey Goose $26.99 750ml
Smirnoff $19.99 1.75L
Stolichnaya $30.99 1.75L
Skyy $24.99 1.75L
Wolfschmidt $13.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label $29.99 1.75L
Chivas Regal $53.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black $56.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red $29.99 1.75L
Clan MacGregor $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels $36.99 1.75L
Jim Beam $24.99 1.75L
Seagrams 7 $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire $34.99 1.75L
Tanqueray $30.99 1.75L
Hendricks $27.99 750ml
Beefeater $28.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L
Seagrams $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum

Captain Morgan $24.99 1.75L
Bacardi Silver $19.99 1.75L
Bacardi Gold $19.99 1.75L
Malibu $23.99 1.75L

%
%
20OFF
10 OFF

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.
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Miller-Cory Museum Plans
‘Four Centuries’ Festivities
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will be among 23
historical sites participating in free,
two-day tours during Union County’s
“Four Centuries in a Weekend 2006.”
Located at 614 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, the museum will be
open on Saturday, October 21, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, October 22, from noon to 5 p.m.
The Miller-Cory House Museum
was built in 1740. It is named in honor
of its pre-Revolutionary owners, both
descended from earlier settlers in the
area. Today, it is a nationally-recognized living museum, listed on both
the State and National Registers of
Historic Places and as a site on the
New Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail.
Various special events are planned
at the museum for the “Four Centuries” weekend. On Saturday, visitors

Temple’s ‘F.Y.I. Day’
Set For This Sunday
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM J. SWEENEY, III
(She is the former Ms. Julie Lynn Kolakowski)

Ms. Julie Kolakowski
Weds William Sweeney, III
Ms. Julie Lynn Kolakowski, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel
Kolakowski of Darien, Conn., was
married on Saturday, May 6, to William J. Sweeney, III. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Sweeney of
Westfield.
The ceremony was held at the
Noroton Presbyterian Church in Darien
with the Reverend Constance JordanHaas as the celebrant. A reception
followed at L’Escale in Greenwich,
Conn.
Ms. Tracy Anne Kolakowski, the
bride’s sister, was the maid of honor.
Ms. Shannon Murphy-Farley was the
matron of honor. The bridal attendants
included Ms. Katherine Watts, Ms.
Victoria Holdt, Ms. Elizabeth Sternala,
Ms. Heather Diskin and Ms. Jane
Gingrich.
Ross MacIntyre, a friend of the bridegroom from college, was the best man.

Serving as groomsmen were Justin
Fairchild, Henry Sztul, Joshua Siegel,
Charles Burn and John Oros.
A 1997 graduate of Darien High
School, the bride received a bachelor’s
degree from Colgate University and
her medical degree from New York
Medical College. She is a pediatric
resident at The Maria Fareri Children’s
Hospital in Valhalla, N.Y.
The bridegroom is a 1997 graduate
of Westfield High School and also
received a bachelor’s degree from
Colgate University, where the couple
met. He currently is attending the Columbia University School of Business
in New York City.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner at the Hyatt
Regency in Greenwich, Conn.
Following a wedding trip to Maui,
Hawaii, the couple lives in Tarrytown,
N.Y.

WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to attend “F.Y.I. Day: Find
Your Inspiration…Follow Your Interest” on Sunday, October 22, from
8:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Temple EmanuEl, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
Participants will be able to take a
tour of the temple; chat with temple
clergy, leaders and staff; visit the religious school and have bagels and
coffee. The event also will include
multiple opportunities to help others
in the local community and beyond.
Attendees are encouraged to bring
their used cellular telephones, pagers, chargers and peripherals for recycling; used eyeglasses for donation
to the less fortunate; food items for
the Mandy Reichman feeding program collection bin; canned goods
and dry packaged food items for the
“We CAN Help” food bin and a pair
of new boots for the “Shoes for the
Soul” collection bin.
People also may support United
States military troops by stopping by
the Temple Emanu-El Westfield Teen
Youth table and writing a postcard.
For more information on F.Y.I Day or
the temple in general, please contact
Carolyn Shane, executive director, at
(908) 232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org
or visit www.tewnj.org.

are invited to stop by the Frazee
Building between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.
for a “Beehive Oven Demonstration.”
Members of the museum’s Cooking
Committee will explain and show
the skills necessary to prepare baked
goods in the authentic beehive oven.
Additionally on Saturday, “Mott’s
Artillery Encampment” will recreate army camp life for Revolutionary War soldiers on the museum
grounds between 2 and 5 p.m.
On Sunday between 2 and 5 p.m.,
Frederick Ross will present “18th –
19th Century Fur Trappers and Traders,” focusing on two men who lived
among and traded with the Cherokees in the 1870s.
Another highlight that day will be
“18th Century Crafts,” also scheduled from 2 to 5 p.m. Tim Truedson
will demonstrate Indian leather and
beadwork, while Judith Truedson
will showcase rug hooking.
Finally on Sunday, there will be
“18th Century Open Hearth Cooking” as Miller-Cory cooks prepare
an early American menu over the
open hearth fire using authentic recipes and seasonal ingredients. Taste
treats will be available for visitors to
sample. For more details, please call
the museum at (908) 232-1776.

Hetfield House Among
Historic Tour Venues
MOUNTAINSIDE – The historic
Hetfield House, located adjacent to
the Mountainside Public Library at
Constitution Plaza in Mountainside,
will again be included in Union
County’s “Four Centuries in a Weekend” tour this Saturday and Sunday,
October 21 and 22.
Dedication of the latest additions to
the dwelling’s brick walkway will be
at 1 p.m. on Sunday. Visitors also will
be able to see the house kitchen area
where a recent Watts grant is making
possible a restoration of the original
fireplace. Mountainside Historic Preservation Committee members and
volunteers will conduct house tours
both days.
Brochures on the “Four Centuries”
tour, produced by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, will be available, covering the 23
venues in 17 local communities.

MR. AND MRS. JOHN CHRISTOPHER PAUL
(She is the former Ms. Marcy Elizabeth Beller)

Ms. Marcy Elizabeth Beller
Weds John Christopher Paul
Ms. Marcy Elizabeth Beller, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Beller of Westfield, was married on
Saturday, November 19, 2005, to John
Christopher Paul. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Paul of Huntingdon
Valley, Pa.
Cantor Robert Abelson and the
Reverend Anthony Janton officiated
at the evening nuptials, which were
held at the Palace at Somerset Park
in Somerset and followed by a reception.
Given in marriage by both of her
parents, the bride wore a light ivory,
two-piece gown. The bodice was made
of re-embroidered lace and the satin
skirt was a modified trumpet style.
Complementing her gown was a cathedral-length veil with lace trim by
Nelson D’Leon. She carried a bouquet
of dark red roses, mango calla lilies,
gold cymbidium orchids and berries.
Ms. Kathryn Catenacci of NewYork
City, formerly of Westfield, was the

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will hold an “allyou-can-eat” pancake breakfast on
Sunday, October 29, from 8 a.m. to
noon at the Scotch Hills Country Club,
located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Pancakes, eggs, ham and sausage,
plus juice, coffee, tea and milk will be
available. The cost is $6 per person;
children under age six may attend for
free. Tickets may be purchased at the
door or in advance from a Lions Club
member.
The breakfast is one of the club’s
many fundraisers, proceeds of which
are distributed to area organizations
serving the blind and visually impaired,
along with local charities and community activities. For more details, please
call Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron
Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

maid of honor and graduated with the
same high school class as the bride.
She wore a tea-length, chocolate
brown, silk shantung dress with a
pistachio-colored sash. Her bouquet
was a smaller version of the one carried by the bride.
Gabriel Bevilacqua of Seattle,
Wash., originally from Philadelphia,
Pa., served as the best man. He graduated with the same high school class
as the bridegroom.
A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English and American
Literature and Language from Harvard
University. She works at Scholastic,
Inc. in New York City as an editor.
The bridegroom, a 1994 graduate of
La Salle College High School in
Wyndmoor, Pa., earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Philosophy with a minor in the Comparative Study of Religion from Harvard University. He is
vice president of Media Strategy at 24/
7 Real Media, Inc. in New York City.
Following their wedding, the couple
took a trip to New Zealand.

Shannon Elaine
Joins Gibbs Family
Andrew and Susan Gibbs of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their daughter, Shannon Elaine
Gibbs, on Monday, August 7, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Shannon weighed 9 pounds and
measured 21½ inches in length at birth.
She joins her brothers, Evan, 7, Logan,
5, and Mason, 20 months.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Dr. Robert and Nancy Hevert of
Westfield.
Her paternal grandparents are Ms.
Susan Gibbs of Poinciana, Fla. and
the late Eugene Gibbs.
Mary Statler of Keota, Iowa is
Shannon’s maternal great-grandmother.

Worried About Your Finances?

We Can Help!

For a Free FNA and Booklet “How Money Works”
Call Today!
Local Representative

James Austin

77 Central Ave Ste 121, Clark NJ 07066

732-734-4140

www.primericafna.com

This is how we see inoperable tumors.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
The CyberKnife. Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients.

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can

child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of

changed financial circumstances, residence

surgery. As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife,

removal from New Jersey, visitation

Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly

modifications and transfers of custody.

remarkable. Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

of life mean getting you back on target.

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

1-800-247-9580 atlantichealth.org
For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Y’s Men’s Club to Present
Halloween Parade Oct. 29
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club has announced that it
will host its 46th annual Halloween
Parade and Costume Contest on Sunday, October 29.
Children and parents wishing to
participate in this year’s festivities
are asked to gather that day at 12:45
p.m. at the Elm Street Field in
Westfield. Between 12:45 and 1:15
p.m. the judging of costumes will
take place and free treat bags will be
given to participating children.
The parade will begin at 1:15 p.m.
from Elm Street Field and travel up
Elm Street to East Broad Street and
into Mindowaskin Park. Leading the
parade will be the Westfield Fire
Department’s Super Truck and the
Westfield High School Marching
Band.
Awards will be given following the
parade at the gazebo in Mindowaskin
Park. Ribbons will be awarded for
first, second and third places in each

age group. For groups of five or more,
cash prizes will be awarded for first
($35), second ($25) and third ($15).
Children of all ages up through fifth
grade may participate.
A non-profit organization, the Y’s
Men’s Club is best known for its
Christmas Tree Sale at the Elm Street
Field between Thanksgiving and
Christmas.
Funds generated by the tree sale
are donated to a wide variety of
community organizations. Through
community support of the sale, the
Y’s Men’s Club is able to make substantial contributions to these organizations.
The club is always seeking new
members to join its ranks. Members
are asked for a little of their time,
determination and a willingness to
take part in the group’s events. Interested individuals are asked to call
the Westfield Area “Y” at (908) 2332700 for more details.
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Temple Emanu-El to Install
Assistant Cantor Tomorrow

TRIBUTE…Justin Berger, a member of Fanwood-Scotch Plains Boy Scout Troop
33 and an Eagle Scout candidate, enhanced the Fanwood Presbyterian Church as
his service project. Contributions to the Carl Swenson Memorial Fund enabled
purchase and installation of Westminster Hall stage shelving, floor refinishing, a
paint touchup and construction of the atrium pathway. The renovated Westminster
Hall was dedicated September 24. Troop 33 performed a flag ceremony, various
readings and hung a plaque honoring Mr. Swenson, who was a church and Boy
Scout troop leader. Justin, pictured with Troop 33 volunteer Shaun Williams
holding the plaque, is the son of Scott and Maura Berger of Scotch Plains.

‘Eleanor Roosevelt’ to Speak
To Adult Group at Temple
SCOTCH PLAINS – Vatikim, a
group for adults of all ages at
Congregation Beth Israel, will learn
about one of the United States’ most
famous First Ladies during a program
at the temple on Wednesday,
November 1, at 1 p.m.
In “Eleanor Roosevelt: A Woman
of Note,” Rene Goodwin will essay
the role of a first lady who “did her
own thing” and made a great impact
on national politics during a very
crucial time in her nation’s history.
This first person interpretation will
enable the audience to get to know
the woman who made her mark in a

political world reserved primarily for
men and carved out her own career in
the shadow of her famous husband.
The performance will last 25
minutes and be followed by a question
and answer session. Congregation
Beth Israel is located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains. This event is
free and open to the public and light
refreshments will be served.
Interested individuals are asked to
respond by calling the synagogue office
at (908) 889-1830 by Friday, October
27. Ms. Goodwin’s appearance is being
made possible by the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities.

WESTFIELD – For the first time
Cantor Schwartz served as a stuin its 56-year history, Temple Emanu- dent cantor at Temple Emanu-El for
El of Westfield will appoint an assis- three years while completing her
tant cantor. Cantor Elena Schwartz, studies prior to being invited to stay
a native of the former Soviet Union, on in this new position of assistant
will be installed in a special
cantor. Her husband, Canservice tomorrow, Friday,
tor Sergei Schwartz, will
October 20, at 7:30 p.m.
participate in tomorrow’s
“Elena Schwartz brings
service. A special guest,
not only a beautiful voice,
Rabbi Leah Cohen of
but extensive experience in
Temple B’nai Chaim in
education and working with
Georgetown, Conn., will
children. We are fortunate to
officiate at the installahave her,” said Senior Rabbi
tion.
Doug Sagal.
The Temple Emanu-El
Cantor Schwartz
Cantor Martha Novick
Choir, under the direction
agreed, saying, “Our congregation of Geoffrey Petersen, will sing at
is incredibly lucky to have such a this special Erev Shabbat service.
talented and vibrant person who is Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
clearly dedicated to her craft.”
East Broad Street.
Cantor Schwartz, a singer and violinist, was born in Ukraine, grew up
College Night on Tap
in the former Soviet Union and came
to the United States by way of Israel.
Next Week at SPFHS
She earned her Bachelor of Arts
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
degree in Music and Education at Club of Scotch Plains-Fanwood, tothe Rubin Academy of Music and gether with the Scotch PlainsDance in Jerusalem. A graduate of Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Hebrew Union College’s cantorial Guidance Department, will host its
program, Cantor Schwartz also 55th annual College Night.
earned a master’s degree in Reform
The program will take place on
Jewish Education.
Thursday, October 26, from 7:30 to
9 p.m. at SPFHS on Westfield Road
Single Jewish Friends in Scotch Plains. All 11th and 12th
grade students from SPFHS, as well
Reveal Lunch Outing
as students from local private and
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew- parochial high schools, and their
ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and families are welcome to attend this
Eat Lunch on Sunday, October 22, at event.
noon at Charlie Brown’s Steakhouse,
Representatives from approximately
247 Raritan Avenue ((Route 27) in 90 colleges are expected, among them
Highland Park.
Bloomsburg University, Carnegie
The cost is $3 plus the price of a Mellon, Georgia Institute of Technolmeal off the menu plus tip. Inter- ogy and Villanova University. Attendested persons are asked to call ees are asked to use the SPFHS enRoberta at (908) 668-8450.
trance on Westfield Road.

MARKET DAY…The Union County Division on Aging recently chose the Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC) to host its annual “Farmer’s Market” event through
the efforts of WNC trustee Lenore Scurry. Eligible senior citizens were given $20
in vouchers from the county and shopped for fresh produce provided by Schieferstein
Farm Market and Garden Center of Clark. Over 100 people participated. The
WNC, a non-profit community center, is located at 127 Cacciola Place.

FCC Requests Nominations
For Marc Hardy Award
WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield is seeking nominations for the Marc Wesley
Hardy Human Rights Award for 2007.
Candidates must be young people
between the ages of 16 and 22, participating in a Westfield-based organization, who have distinguished
themselves in the area of human rights.
The award will be offered to an
individual who has shown openness
and friendliness to persons of all races,
creeds and nationalities; involvement
and leadership in organizations and
activities committed to improving human relations; unusual personal dignity; the willingness to risk for what
he or she believes is right; unqualified acceptance of others; respect for
diversity; personal integrity; caring
and willingness to listen and the ability to lead by example.
Nominations should be type-written, no more than two pages in length
and should indicate the names of applicable organizations in which the
candidate is involved, responsibilities and examples or stories illustrating the criteria listed above.
Nominations should be mailed to
the First Congregational Church of
Westfield, 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or e-mailed to
uccfcc@verizon.net no later than Friday, December 1. They should include the names, addresses and telephone numbers of two references.
Presentation of the award, which

will consist of a certificate and monetary award, will be made in early
2007. All nominees will be acknowledged in appropriate ways.
Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church, was a national merit scholar, singer and actor
very interested in human rights. He
was killed in an automobile accident
in 1990, one month before he was to
graduate from Westfield High School.
For further information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494
or Sharilyn Brown at (908) 233-5375.

Tuition

Vacation

Garwood Knights Plan
Holiday Food Drives
GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus will collect
canned and dry food goods, turkeys
and hams during their holiday food
drives for needy families in Garwood
during November and December.
Donations may be dropped off after 4 p.m. weekdays at the Knights’
council hall, located at 37 South Avenue in Garwood, opposite PathMark.
Those wishing to deliver donations
on weekends are asked to call first.
Parking is available behind the hall
off of Willow Avenue. Individuals are
asked to use the side door entrance.
Monetary donations may be made
payable to the Garwood Knights of
Columbus Food Drive. For information, please call the Knights at (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m.

LISA STEIN-BROWNING JOINS
DUGHI & HEWIT’S FAMILY LAW DEPARTMENT

4.80

%
APY

There are a lot of ways to look at our 4.80%
grand opening offer. But whatever your point
of view, HSBC can take you there.

PREMIUM MONEY
MARKET PLUS
with a minimum deposit of $15,000
and a Smart Plus Package.*

The Family Law Department of the Cranford Law
Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce the arrival
of Lisa Stein-Browning as our newest matrimonial associate.
Before joining Dughi & Hewit, Lisa Stein-Browning,
served a judicial clerkship with the Honorable Jessica R.
Mayer, a Family Law Judge in the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Chancery Division, Middlesex County, where she also
served as a Court-appointed Mediator.
Ms. Stein-Browning received her Juris Doctor from
Rutgers School of Law-Newark, where she served as Articles
Editor of the Rutgers Conflict Resolution Law Journal. Prior
to attending law school, Ms. Stein-Browning received her
B.A. from Rutgers University, Douglass College. Throughout
law school Ms. Stein-Browning worked as a legal assistant
for Joan Geiger, Mediator and attorney-at-law.
Ms. Stein-Browning is joining the Family Law
Department, Chaired by Mario C. Gurrieri, together with
Richard A. Outhwaite and Gary L. Riveles. The department
engages in all aspects of the practice of Family Law and
divorce, including custody, parenting time, alimony, child
support, equitable distribution of assets, relocation of the
parties, pre-marital agreements, palimony and domestic
violence. Additionally, it handles post-divorce issues, including
change of custody and parenting time, college costs and postjudgment modification of alimony and child support.
The firm is located in Cranford at 340 North Avenue
and its telephone number is (908) 272-0200.
Paid Bulletin Board

To obtain more information,
speak to your local Branch Manager.

Visit our two NEW locations
SUMMIT

WESTFIELD

47 Maple Street
Jeff Dzoba
(908) 598-1012

1 Elm Street
Michael Niemiec
(908) 518-1581

Grand Opening
Introductory Offer

Open a Smart Plus Package with a qualifying deposit and get a
FREE Companion Airline Ticket Certificate good anywhere
in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189.**

*A Smart Plus Package is required. You must deposit $15,000 or more in new money to open the Premium Money Market Plus account. New money means funds not previously held by any member of the HSBC Group. This
is a special offer applicable to Premium Money Market Plus accounts opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) and
balances offered through January 24, 2007 on such accounts are: 0.70% APY on balances less than $15,000 and 4.80% on balances $15,000 or more. After January 24, 2007 the variable APY for that date will apply. For
example, using the Premium Money Market Plus APY from July 24, 2006 for balances above $15,000 an account opened on July 24, 2006 will yield 4.80% for 185 days until January 24, 2007 and will yield 2.75% after that
date. So, the blended APY for the first year after account opening is 3.79%. The blended APY for funds that are on deposit for fewer than 185 days will be lower as it may vary depending on the number of days the promotional
rate is earned. The non-promotional APY is variable and may change during the Sale Period. Charges and fees may reduce earnings.
**Free Companion Airline Ticket Certificate (“Certificate”) offer requires a Smart Plus Package which includes an Interest Checking Plus account. The 0.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on Interest Checking Plus is accurate
as of July 24, 2006 on balances of $5.00 or more. APY is variable and subject to change after opening. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. The account must remain opened for a minimum of six months to qualify for
the Certificate. Nominal value of the Certificate ($45.00) will be reported on IRS Form 1099. Limit one Certificate per customer. The Certificate will be issued at the time of Smart Plus Package opening. Certificate issued by
Spirit Incentives, a registered seller of travel in Florida (#17213). HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is not responsible for the fulfillment of the Certificate. Good anywhere in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189. Additional restrictions do apply. Offer valid on Smart Plus Packages opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. See Terms of Participation
at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches for full details.
Issued by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. ©2006 HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Member FDIC.
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Union Catholic Participate
In Ministry Leadership Day

HELPING OTHERS…Charles Pivnichny of Plainfield, a freshman at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison, contributed his time and talent to Habitat
for Humanity’s “Biloxi Build” on Saturday, September 30, with his father, James
Pivnichny, on the lawn of The First United Methodist Church in Westfield. James
will travel to the Biloxi area with the Greater Plainfield Habitat for Humanity
chapter to build houses at the end of the month through Saturday, November 11.

SCOTCH PLAINS – On September 20, Scotch Plains’ Union Catholic (UC) High School’s Peer Ministry
Leadership Day took place in
Kearney. Fifty students rode up to the
Archdiocesan Youth Retreat Center,
sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Newark, for a day to learn about themselves and outreach to their peers.
Teambuilding must occur on many
levels in a club whose central theme
is community and faith. The point of
the event is the hope that peer ministers will bring back leadership qualities to UC.
Until their return to UC at 5 p.m.,
students immersed themselves in exercises and training designed to boost
confidence, trust and teamwork. Divided into manageable groups, peer
ministers completed confidencebuilding tasks that included a 35-

foot-high walk across a log, surmounting a wall, climbing a roped net, walking on planks and navigating wooden
platforms with shortened planks.
Each obstacle was designed to bring
the groups closer together and to allow the members to learn about themselves.
“The way they sent the message
about leadership was the best way,”
said Aerielle Belk ’07, a peer minister
returning to the course from last year.
“They don’t just lecture you or tell
you about teamwork, they make you
do it.”
Sentiments ran along similar lines
for peer ministers who attended the
leadership day for the first time. “The
teambuilding was great,” said
Stephanie Savino ’08. “I talked to so
many people I don’t usually talk to,
and we got so close.”

Local Students Act as Orientation Leaders
AREA – Two local students acted
as orientation team leaders for the
class of 2010 at Susquehanna University (SU).
Christopher Doremus of Scotch
Plains and Courtney Veeck of
Fanwood helped make up the orientation team, which is composed of
upper class students who desire to
help new students make the transition to life at SU.
The team leaders assist new students and their families in unloading
cars, moving in to their residence

Oak

Sunday, October 22, 2006

Saturday, November 11, 2006

1:30 p.m. Registration & Tours
2 p.m. Presentation
2:30 - 3 p.m. Meet the Faculty & Tours

9:30 a.m. Registration & Tours
10 a.m. Presentation
10:30 - 11 a.m. Meet the Faculty & Tours

The Amount of Homework
Students Face is ‘Excessive’
By VINCE FITZPATRICK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIRE SAFETY…Pictured are third grader Ariana Alvarado, who was accompanied to school by Westfield Fire Chief Daniel J. Kelly, and fifth grader Nicholas
LaRue, who walked with Westfield Fire Insp. Lt. James Ryan.

School of the Holy Child

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

At Oak Knoll...
Integrity Matters
More than a century ago, our founder
advocated that her schools “meet the wants
of the age.”

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

• Challenging & diversified curriculum
• Admission to top colleges and universities
• Laptop program on a wireless campus
• Leadership training
• Integrated community service programs
• Competitive athletics and
championship fields
• Performing Arts Center
• Financial assistance
Oak Knoll is a Catholic independent
school, educating young women in grades
7 through 12. It is a place of tradition –
one of which is leading the way in the
education of the young women of today.

A Catholic independent school educating young women grades 7 – 12
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

halls and answering questions. During the four-day orientation, team
leaders also attend orientation event
with the new students and facilitate
small group discussions.
Christopher is a sophomore business administration major and a 2005
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS). He is the son
of Bruce and Donna Doremus.
Courtney is a junior biology major and a 2004 graduate of SPFHS.
She is the daughter of Robert and
Joy Veeck.

Knoll

ADDITION BY SUBTRACTION…Mary Tarashuk (far right), who teaches at
Wilson Elementary School, meets with parents at the Westfield public schools Parent
Academy for Math to explain approaches to the elementary math curriculum.

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

Homework has taken over the lives
of Westfield students.
Naturally, homework has never
been very popular with students. The
very mention of it will attract groans
from anyone over the age of six. However, homework has become something more than a nuisance or a daily
chore. The time that homework consumes, especially on the high-school
level, has become excessive.
It is hard to argue that homework is
not valuable. Reinforcing the day’s

Jefferson Participates
In Walk To School Day
WESTFIELD – The Jefferson Elementary School BRAKES (Bikers,
Riders and Kids are Entitled to Safety)
Committee held a “Walk to School
Day” on Wednesday, October 4. A
school-wide drawing was held to pick
lucky winners to walk with two honored guests from the Westfield Fire
Department.
At the school, all of the Jefferson
children were given stickers and
signed a “Walk to School Day!” banner that is on display in the hallway of
the school. The Jefferson PTO and
the BRAKES thanked their firemen
guests and encouraged the children
and parents to continue to walk to
school and participate in walk-pools
or walking school buses.
BRAKES notes that walking promotes safer, closer communities, a
healthier environment and opportunities for children to learn street-crossing skills in a safe and active way
under adult supervision.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com
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work can help students retain knowledge over time. The problem appears
when teachers assign too much homework unnecessarily, a practice that
has been accepted by our school system. I have about four and a half
hours of free time after I get home
from school.
The high school suggests 45 minutes of homework for every major
academic class. I, like many students, have five. That means I am
supposed to have almost four hours
of homework a night. Some students have even more academics,
and people who read slowly or have
problems in a subject can take even
longer.
To put it into perspective, after
seven hours in school and four hours
of homework, high school demands
an 11-hour workday. Needless to
say, that is excessively long even
for an adult, let alone a young person. When extracurricular activities, meals and sports are factored
in, there is no time left for anything
else: socialization, self-improvement or even relaxation. These
things are all important for the wellbeing and development of a young
person.
I have spoken to a number of people
who complain that they never have
time to read books for pleasure, which
means homework is actually preventing them from reading more. Working all day also creates stress and
anxiety, which everyone could use
less of.
Finally, homework brings up the
question of sleep. With experts saying that young people need eight hours
of sleep, most students need to fall
asleep between 10 or 11 p.m. in order
to get to school by 7:30 a.m. Unfortunately, numerous homework assignments of varying difficulties keep students up for hours beyond this necessary bed time.
When my friends complain that
they are up to midnight or 1 a.m.
doing homework night after night,
it’s hard to believe it is a time-management problem. Working all day
on six or less hours of sleep can have
any number of negative effects on
concentration, energy and health.
In the end, the school system must
consider whether or not so much
homework is hurting its students. Lack
of sleep and free time are certainly
not the goals of our schools, so why
would they not address this issue?
An 11-hour workday must be shortened somehow, and less homework
would be the simplest way to fix the
situation. For the sake of all the students of Westfield, I urge the school
system to rethink its approach to
homework.
Vince is a junior at Westfield High
School.
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Foley to Address Bond
Proposals with Public

ANCIENT HISTORY…Morristown-Beard School senior Alex Masel of Westfield
displays the 3,000-year-old projectile point he found during a recent class trip to
the Lenape Meadow Excavation Site in Basking Ridge.

Education Fund Raises
Funds for Teacher Grants
Spring 2006
Nicole Tyminski - McKinley, $946 - Project
Read
Michele Saltzman - Franklin, Grade 3 $575 - Mysteries of Electricity
Bette Tuthill - Franklin, $400 - Flashmaster
instructional units for Math
Dr. John Burns - WHS - $5200 - Upgrade
WHS television studio
Matthew Cognetti - Washington, Grades 3
and 4 - $2500 - Two laptops for
SMARTBOARD system.

The Education Fund’s fundraising
efforts this year include a “Back to
School” annual appeal letter to parents every September, a wine tasting
and auction that will be held on March
3, 2007 at the Echo Lake Country
Club and various events with local
merchants in town.
For more information regarding the
Education
Fund,
visit
westfieldnj.com/edfund.

SCOTCH PLAINS –Parents and
mature students are invited to “You
Don’t Know Me Until You Know
Me,” a one-person show on Monday,
October 23, addressing race, discrimination, violence prevention, personal
identity, suicide, gender equity, homophobia and the emotional pain felt
by special education children.
Sponsored by the Scotch PlainsFanwood (SP-F) PTA and co-hosted
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council, it will be held at 7:30 p.m. in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School auditorium. Dr. Michael
Fowlin, who holds a doctoral degree
in Clinical Psychology, will slip in
and out of nine characters, both male
and female, who share their stories.
For more details, please call Michele
Blanck at (908) 322-5937.

Tours of Roosevelt
Scheduled for Oct 21
WESTFIELD –Escorted tours of
Roosevelt Intermediate School will
be conducted on Saturday, October
21, while the Franklin Fair is in
progress between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Since renovations at Roosevelt are
part of the bond that the Westfield Board
of Education will propose in January,
the board invited the public to tour the
80-year-old school and get a firsthand
look at the areas that need updating.
Roosevelt School is located at 301 Clark
Street. Tours will start at the breezeway
connecting the original building and
1964 wing of the intermediate school.

SPREAD YOUR WINGS...Brunner Elementary School student Christopher
Downey is ready to take flight as he waits for the Butterfly Parade to begin.

Early Childhood Program to
Participate in Charity Event
WESTFIELD —Temple EmanuEl’s Early Childhood Program will
participate in Bloomingdale’s annual
multi-charity event, “The Shopping
Benefit,” on Thursday, October 26, at
all four Bloomingdale’s New Jersey
locations.
The event will be held from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m., with more than 100 local
charities participating. Bloomingdale’s
hopes to help raise more than $200,000
to support the community-based efforts of participating charities.
“The Shopping Benefit” will feature storewide entertainment, discounts and fashion events. With the
purchase of a $10 ticket, one is en-

FW’s Falco Attends
Hampshire College
FANWOOD – Gabrielle Falco of
Fanwood began attending Hampshire
College at the beginning of the fall
2006 semester. Gabrielle, the daughter of Steven Falco and Gail
Werthwein of Fanwood, attended
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
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If your mattress is making you move as much as your
music, it’s probably time for a new one. Come in now
for up to 50% off a handmade Shifman mattress and
we’ll give you a free iPod(R) Shuffle. So you can wake up
refreshed and move to what moves you.
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SAFETY IN NUMBERS…These McKinley Elementary School students show off
their reflective armbands, which they received at “Walk Our Children to School
Day.” These armbands, as well as pamphlets describing how to teach children
about safety while walking to school and trick-or-treating, were given to students
and parents, courtesy of the Union County Police Department. The children, from
left to right, are Dominique Joyner, Alexis Williams, Madelyn Jacobs, Phillip
Lizzo and Morgan Sturdevant.
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Prices effective: 10/11 thru 10/24/06

Cranford

No more tossing.
No more turning.
But a lot of shuffling.

BANCROFT

titled to take 15 percent off almost
every purchase (even sale-priced
items) or take 20 percent off when
spending $300 or more on a
Bloomingdale’s card that day. Some
exclusions apply. Those interested
should see the ticket for details.
One hundred percent of the ticket
price will benefit participating charities.
When bringing in the ticket to the store
on the day of the event, Bloomingdale’s
will donate an additional $5 to the charity stamped on the back of the ticket.
Tickets may be purchased in advance
from Temple Emanu-El’s Early Childhood Program by calling its office at
(908) 232-6770, extension no. 130.

ShopRite

Ce

Robert Gardella - Franklin, Grade 5 - $2500
- SMART BOARD
John Cheddar – WHS - $3000 - Visiting
Poets Series
Kim Shepcaro - Franklin, Special Services
(K-2) - $900 - Cooking Co-op
Kathy Cook - McKinley, Library -$600 –
“Celebrate to Learn” books and DVD
Joseph Paradise - McKinley, K-5 - $640 Language arts and technology
Tara Legge - All elementary, K-5, $995 Series of storytelling kits for Spanish curriculum
Maria Robertello - All elementary, K-5,
$900 - Computer software for Spanish instruction

‘You Don’t Know Me’
To Promote Tolerance

Robert Greenwood - Roosevelt, $595 - After school winter aerobics fitness club.

breezeway to provide security and
replacing the 48-year-old windows
in Edison Intermediate School’s
science wing to energy-efficient
ones.
Mr. Foley will explain the origins
and rationale behind the bond proposals, as well as the details of the
plans. Interested groups should call
his office at (908) 789-4420.

r.
kD

WESTFIELD – The Education Fund
of Westfield is a non-profit, community-based independent organization,
run by community volunteers, that raises
money to fund grants to teachers within
the Westfield public school district.
These grants are used to complement
and augment unfunded curricula in the
classroom that are consistent with the
Westfield Board of Education policies
and objectives. The Education Fund
provides an additional source of funds
and revenues to assist the public schools
in maintaining and enhancing the quality of education in Westfield.
The Education Fund seeks community support to establish an endowment fund, which is funded by
several on-going and one-time
fundraisers. The Westfield Foundation manages the assets and income
from the endowment.
The income from the endowment is
used to fund programs and projects
submitted to the Grants Committee
for review. The fund encourages innovative proposals from teachers and
professional staff in all curriculum
areas, in addition to projects for extracurricular activities. The trustees follow a step-by-step process for deciding how to allocate grants. There are
two funding sessions per year – once
in the fall/winter and once in the spring.
Fall 2005
Grants Awarded

WESTFIELD –Westfield Superintendent of Schools William Foley invited Westfield residents to contact
his office to arrange for his attendance at meetings of community organizations or informal gatherings in
homes.
“I would like the opportunity to
speak to people in Westfield about
the projects the board of education is
proposing to deal with overcrowding, safety and security,” he said.
The projects will be part of a
bond referendum scheduled for
January 23 and include: converting
Lincoln School into an early-childhood learning center to free up space
in the elementary schools, expanding Roosevelt Intermediate School’s
cafeteria and library to accommodate enrollment, renovating
Roosevelt’s deteriorating stairwells
and improving lighting in hallways
for safety and enclosing an open
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ML

999
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24-PACK, 12-OZ. LOOSE BOTTLES
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•Heineken
•Heineken Light
•Amstel Light

Discounts
For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE Available
On:

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420 (EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)
ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND
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PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Oct. 11 Cases
Cases
thru Tues., Oct. 24 , 2006. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the of Wine of Spirits
event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
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ALL STORES OPEN SUN.
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®
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William G. Eckert, Jr., 73, Machinist;
Had Owned Plainfield Knitting Mills
William G. Eckert, Jr., 73, of Toms
River died on Friday, October 13, at
Van Dyke Hospice at Community
Medical Center in Toms River.
Born in Newark, he had lived in
Scotch Plains for 40 years before
moving to Toms River in 1999.
Mr. Eckert had been employed as
a machinist with National Tool in
Kenilworth prior to retiring in 1995.
Earlier, he owned Plainfield Knitting Mills and had worked as a salesman at Westfield Ford and later for
Thomas Lincoln Mercury, also in
Westfield.
He graduated from Seton Hall University in 1954 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Admin-

istration and served in the United
States Army from 1955 to 1956. Mr.
Eckert also was a member of the
Brick Township Elks.
Surviving are his wife, Nancy Joyce
Eckert; four sons, William Eckert, III,
David Eckert, Daniel Eckert and Edward Eckert; five daughters, Patricia
Powanda, Barbara Allen, Mary Ann
Graham, Diane Griffith and Susan
Eckert, and 10 grandchildren.
Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made
to Van Dyke Hospice, 99 Route 37
West, Toms River, N.J. 08755.
October 19, 2006

Amy Sumner, 100, Longtime Resident;
Member of Garden and Woman’s Clubs
Amy Hibbert Sumner, a resident
of the Fanwood area for over 75
years, died on Saturday, August 19,
2006, at Haven Hospice at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center in Plainfield. She was age 100
years and 10 months.
Born in Denton, Lancashire, England, she and her husband, Alfred
B. Sumner, also a Lancashire native,
were married in the Church of the
Holy Cross in North Plainfield in
1930.
Despite her age and blindness,
Mrs. Sumner continued to live in
and maintain her home after her
husband’s death in 1986 until her
recent hospitalization. Her memberships in various local organizations
included the Fanwood Garden Club

and the Fanwood Woman’s Club.
Surviving are her daughter, Sandra
Smith of Maineville, Ohio; her son,
Welles Sumner of Scotch Plains; five
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, October 21, at
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, it was Mrs.
Sumner’s wish that donations be
made to the Fanwood Memorial Library, in memory of her grandson,
David Welles Sumner, a frequent
visitor to the library until his death
in 1975 at age nine. The library will
use the donations to acquire books
for its children’s section.
October 19, 2006

Marguerite H. Dlouhy, 90, Bookkeeper;
Longtime JFK Medical Ctr. Volunteer
Marguerite H. Dlouhy, 90, of
Edison, formerly of Westfield, passed
away peacefully in her home on Monday, October 16, 2006, after a long
illness.
Mrs. Dlouhy was predeceased by
her beloved husband of 62 years,
William F. Dlouhy, who died in 2004;
her dear daughter, Carol (Dlouhy)
Ringo; her sisters Constance Barett,
Agnes Roth, Ceil DiNapoli and
Marcy Zeileski, and a brother, Jody
DeGutis.
Born in Dickson City, Pa. on November 15, 1915, she was raised in
Newark, N.J., where she graduated
from East Side High School and was
proud to have been president of the
literary club and a member of the
honor society.
Until her marriage, she worked as
a bookkeeper for a prominent Newark jeweler. She was a talented seamstress, an avid reader, extraordinary
cook and a devoted volunteer at JFK
Medical Center for 17 years. She
also gained immense satisfaction
from her involvement with the Edison
Township Senior Citizens group.
Mrs. Dlouhy is survived by her
loving family, including her cher-

MASTER
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Westfield, NJ
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Tim Doerr
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Toms River, NJ
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ished daughter, Jeanne Shea, and her
husband, John, of Westfield; her beloved son, William R. Dlouhy, and
his wife, Beverly, of Annandale, N.J.;
her sister Victoria DeGutis and niece
Constance Codiroli of Clark Summit, Pa.; nephews Michael and David
DiNapoli; her deeply treasured 15
grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren, and several dearly devoted
friends and relatives.
A Funeral Mass will take place at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, October
19, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield. Burial will
be at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
October 19, 2006

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.P.

– Obituaries –
Peter D. Way, 67, Was Local Realtor;
Enjoyed Golf, Crosswords and Opera
Peter D. Way, 67, of Westfield died
on Wednesday, October 11, 2006, at
the Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center Inpatient Hospice in Plainfield.
Born in Elizabeth, he was a lifelong resident of Westfield.
A Hamilton College graduate, he
was a member of Delta Phi and served
as a national board member of that
fraternity after graduation. He also
was a medic in the United States
Army.
Mr. Way had worked for Chemical
Bank in New York City as a branch
manager before becoming a realtor in
Westfield. He was a member of the
National Association of Realtors and
worked for the Johnson Agency, Inc.
in Westfield.

Judith Bruckner, 75
Judith Egan Bruckner, 75, of
Westfield died on Monday, October
2, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Yonkers, N.Y., she lived in
Westfield since 1965.
Professor Bruckner was a member
of the English Department at Union
County College in Cranford for 27
years prior to her retirement in 2000.
She was predeceased by her husband of 47 years, John Henry
Bruckner.
Surviving are a son, John Joseph
Bruckner, Esq. of Flagstaff, Ariz. and
a daughter, Jacqueline BrucknerChazin of Columbia, N.J.
Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, the family has
requested that memorial donations
be made to the Bruckner Family
Scholarship at Union County College.
October 19, 2006

Sharyn L. Edwards, 62
Sharyn Lee Edwards, 62, of Winchester, Va. died on Friday, September 29, at her home.
Born in Irvington on February 2,
1944, she was the daughter of Wynn
Riess of Lakehurst and the late Fred
Riess. Mrs. Edwards was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School and the Berkeley Secretarial School. She had
lived in Mountainside before moving
to Winchester in 1987.
Mrs. Edwards had been an executive secretary to several corporate
presidents and later worked part-time
at Winchester Book Gallery. She was
a volunteer for the Christ Episcopal
Church in Winchester and the Winchester Medical Center.
In addition to her father, she was
predeceased by a sister, Judith Rohan.
Surviving, along with her mother,
are her husband of 26 years, Gary L.
Edwards; a sister, Jacque Stotler of
Scotch Plains; a brother, Dennis Riess
of Hartford, Conn.; a stepson, Michael
Edwards of Mechanicsville, Va.; a
stepdaughter, Kelly Erdahl of St.
Augustine, Fla. and three step-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
11:45 a.m. on Tuesday, October 24, at
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in
Westfield.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Blue Ridge Hospice, 333 W.
Cork Street, Winchester, Va. 22601.
October 19, 2006

Prayer to St. Jude
Oh Holy St. Jude, apostle and
martyr, great in virtue and rich in
miracles, near kinsman of Jesus
Christ, faithful intercessor of all
who invoke your special patronage in time of need, to you I have
recourse from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom
God has given such great power to
come to my assistance. Help me
in my urgent position. In return I
promise to make your name known
and cause you to be invoked. Say
three Our Fathers, three Hail
Marys, three Glorias. St. Jude
pray for us and all who invoke
your aid. Publication must be
promised. This novena has never
been known to fail. K.P.

He was active in the Young Republicans, bowled with The Presbyterian
Church bowling team and played in a
duplicate bridge group. Mr. Way was
an avid golfer, reader, expert crossword puzzle solver and long-time
opera lover.
He was the son of the late Donald
D. and Barbara D. Way.
Surviving are a sister, Sharon W.
Tittle of Westfield, and two brothers,
Christopher S. Way of Seattle, Wash.
and Curtis G. Way of Jacksonville,
Md.
A memorial service for Mr. Way
will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
November 4, in the chapel of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091
or to Haven Hospice, in care of JFK,
65 James Street, Edison, N.J. 08818.
October 19, 2006

John P. Kozub, Sr., 87
John P. Kozub, Sr., 87, of Westfield
died on Monday, October 16, at Father Hudson House in Elizabeth.
Born in Newark, he was raised and
lived in Irvington before moving to
Westfield three years ago.
Mr. Kozub had been a tool and die
maker with Lockheed Electrical in
Watchung for 20 years, retiring in
1984. He also was the leader and
guitar player for the “Johnny Kae”
orchestra.
He was a long-time coach for the
Irvington Little League.
Surviving are his wife of 61 years,
Marion Croteau Kozub; three sons,
John Kozub, Jr., Robert Kozub and
Thomas Kozub; a brother, Walter
Kozub; six grandchildren and a greatgrandchild.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
October 20, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Burial
will follow at Hollywood Memorial
Park in Union.
Visitation will take place today,
Thursday, October 19, from 3 to 5
and 7 to 9 p.m. and tomorrow at 9 a.m.
at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
October 19, 2006

Katherine B. Bass, 80
Katherine B. Bass, 80, of Cheyenne, Wyo. died on Monday, October
9, at the Cheyenne Regional Medical
Center.
Born March 10, 1926 in Manhattan, N.Y., she grew up in Cranford
and graduated from Cranford High
School in 1944. She lived in Westfield
from 1950 until moving to Cheyenne
in 2004.
Mrs. Bass received her associate’s
degree in arts from Centenary College in Hackettstown in 1946.
She had worked for Westinghouse
Corporation in the public relations
department until marrying her husband, William F. Bass, an attorney in
Westfield, in 1950. Mrs. Bass later
worked as a legal secretary at her
husband’s law practice. She retired in
1991.
She was a member of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield and also
was a member of the Westfield and
Cranford Historical Societies as well
as the Westfield Service League.
She was predeceased by her husband and her parents, John and
Mildred Kenney Brooks.
Surviving are a son, Thomas Bass
of Cheyenne, Wyo.; two daughters,
Sarah Bass-Aspe of Clark and Susan
Bass of San Jose, Calif.; a sister,
Sarah Decker of Somerset, and six
grandchildren.
Private family services will be held
at a later date.
Arrangements were by the Schrader
Funeral Home in Cheyenne.
Memorial donations may be made
to a charity of one’s choice.
October 19, 2006
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Deborah Ann Mains, 45, Macy’s Buyer;
Was Loving Wife and Mother of Two
Deborah Ann Mains, 45, of Scotch
Plains died on Saturday, August 19,
2006, at her residence with her family
by her side.
She was the beloved wife of John
N. Mains and the loving mother of
Lauren N. and Jacqueline Corey
Mains. Also surviving are her father,
Ernie Zelizi; her mother, Audrey Brys;
a sister, Diane Aughtry, and many
nieces and nephews.
Deborah worked as a sales manager and then as a buyer for the Macy’s
Corporation. She graduated from East
Brunswick High School and then attended Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, graduating with a
bachelor’s degree in English. While
she attended Rutgers, she was a
Rutgers Scarlet Knights cheerleader.

A memorial service will be offered
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, October 26, at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman Catholic Church, 1571 South
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. The
family will receive friends after the
mass at the Plainfield Country Club,
1591 Woodland Avenue in Edison.
The Rossi Funeral Home of Scotch
Plains handled the arrangements.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Duke Brain Tumor Center, 047
Baker House Trent Drive, DUMC,
Durham, N.C. 27710 or the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood PAL, P.O. Box 215,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. Contributors are asked to write In Memory of
Deborah Ann Mains in the check
memo line.
October 19, 2006

Dorothy S. McFarlan, 102, Was Active
In Church, College Club and Alumni
Dorothy S. McFarlan, 102, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, October
10, at her home.
Born in Bayonne, she lived in
Westfield since 1934.
A 1926 graduate of Douglass College, Mrs. McFarlan had been employed with the Bayonne Board of
Education for a few years as an
elementary school teacher.
Along with her late husband,
Alden McFarlan, she was very active in The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, where they were elders.
Mrs. McFarlan also was a Sunday
school teacher for many years.
She was a member of the College
Women’s Club of Westfield.
In 2001, she received the Van
Guard Award as a distinguished
alumna of Douglass College. As an

alumna, she held numerous class
offices, including president, and most
recently was class correspondent.
Her husband predeceased her in
1995.
Surviving are two sons, Russell
McFarlan and Richard McFarlan;
seven grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren.
A memorial service will be held
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 22, at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
October 19, 2006

Edward Galauski, 85, Was Volunteer;
Former Postal Clerk and Bank Courier
Edward Galauski, 85, of Union
Township died on Monday, October
16, at the Country Arch Care Center
in Pittstown.
Born in Newark, he was raised in
Garwood and had lived in Westfield
for 60 years before moving to Union
Township in 2004.
Mr. Galauski had been a postal
clerk in the Westfield Post Office for
35 years prior to retiring in 1977. He
then was a bank courier for Lincoln
Federal Bank in Westfield for 10 years.
A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he was a member of
American Legion Post No. 3 in
Westfield and volunteered for the Center for Hope Hospice and St. Joseph’s
Social Service Center in Elizabeth.
His wife, Catherine Galauski, predeceased him in 1990. He also was
predeceased by two brothers, Vincent

Galauski and Frank Galauski.
Surviving are a daughter, Cathy
Huschke, and her husband, Wolfram;
a son, Edward Galauski, and his wife,
Denise; five grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
held at 11:15 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
October 20, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m.
today, Thursday, October 19, and at
10:15 a.m. tomorrow at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield. Burial will take
place at Saint Gertrude Cemetery in
Colonia.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Briteside Adult
Day Services, 18 Maple Street, Lebanon, N.J. 08833.
October 19, 2006

Community/Education News
Activities at St. John’s
To Kick Off Tomorrow
SCOTCH PLAINS – The St. John’s
Men’s Ministry will host its annual
Fish Fry Dinner and Praise and Worship Fellowship tomorrow, Friday,
October 20, at 7 p.m. at St. John’s
Baptist Church.
On Saturday, October 21, several
workshops will be offered beginning
at 8:30 a.m. Lunch will be served.
The annual Men’s Day Service will
begin at 10 a.m. on Sunday, October
22. The Reverend Dr. Lester Taylor
from Englewood’s Community Baptist Church will be the guest speaker.
The St. John’s Male Chorus, under
the direction of Sister Johnetta Bush,
will render the music.
Reverend Taylor also will be the
guest evangelist at the church’s annual
Fall Revival, to be held Monday
through Wednesday, October 23 to 25,
starting at 7:30 p.m. each evening. St.
John’s choirs will provide the music.
The public is invited to each event.
St. John’s Baptist Church is located at
2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information, please call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

St. Bartholomew School
Sets First Casino Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
October 28, from 7 to 11 p.m., St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School
will hold its first annual casino night
in the school gymnasium. The event
will feature games of chance, black
jack, roulette, craps, a money wheel
and prizes. Prizes will include trips,
sporting event tickets, restaurant gift
certificates, Broadway tickets, entertainment systems and more.
The $50 admission fee includes
$200 in chips, two alcoholic drinks
and hors d’oeuvres. If paying at the
door, one will receive $100 in chips
instead of $200. To reserve a spot,
please call the St. Bartholomew Rectory at (908) 322-5192 or mail a check
to 2032 Westfield Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.

June Walker

Westfield Hadassah
To Hold Luncheon
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter of Hadassah will host a luncheon on Sunday, October 29, at noon
at the Short Hills Caterers in Short
Hills. This annual fall event, benefiting the Hadassah Medical Organization, will feature musical entertainment by Debbie and Steve Berger.
Hadassah National President June
Walker of Rockaway will give a briefing during the program.
Before assuming the presidency
of National Hadassah, the largest
Jewish membership organization in
the United States, Mrs. Walker was
national treasurer and a member of
Hadassah’s national board and executive committee. She also served
as Hadassah National vice president
and national chairwoman of the
Hadassah College of Technology.
As chairwoman of Hadassah’s
American Affairs Committee Policy
Department, she campaigned for the
Violence Against Women Act and organized national participation in two
marches in Washington, D.C. for
women’s rights.
Members and friends of Hadassah
are invited to attend the luncheon. For
more information, please call Carol
Thau at (908) 771-9251.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead
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Math Academy Attendance
By Parents Deemed an A+

SOFT ROCK…Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council Brownie Troop 555 held
its first meeting of the year at Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Westfield.
Pictured with the first-grade students, from left to right, are: Jacqueline Bourke,
kneeling, Cathy Guastamacchia, Dalida Nigro, Maura Lezynski and Susan
Doherty. Ms. Nigro and Ms. Guastamacchia function as den leaders, while Ms.
Lezynski, Ms. Doherty and Ms. Bourke are assistants.

DOE Posts Superintendent
Salary Information on Web
TRENTON – As part of the effort
to increase public access to information about school administrators’ compensation packages, the New Jersey
Department of Education (DOE) has
posted a list of the salaries of all
district superintendents and key administrators on the DOE website,
acting Commissioner of Education
Lucille Davy announced last week.
“We must recognize the valuable
role superintendents play as the
district’s educational leaders,” said
acting Commissioner Davy, “and
their salaries should be reflective of
that role. But the public should still
have ready-access to that information. This new posting is the first
step in an effort to increase the transparency of compensation packages.”
The superintendents’ and other key
administrators’ salaries have been
reported on the department website
for several years, but as part of the
department’s annual certificated staff
report, which contains the salaries
of all district staff.
The information currently on the
Web represents the base salaries of
the superintendents as of October
15, 2005, which is the last time data
was collected. It does not include
information on fringe benefits or
other contract benefits. But it does
give the public an annual comparative snapshot of the administrative
salaries budgeted by school districts.
The acting commissioner said in
this year’s data collection, the department would be asking districts
to report the lump sum of the superintendents’ fringe benefits and the
value of other contract enhancements, such as cars, in addition to
their base salaries.

“We think this will provide a more
accurate reflection of the comparative value of the superintendents’ contracts,” she said, noting that bills currently under consideration by the Legislature would require superintendents’ contracts to be posted in their
entirety on local school districts’
websites.
The list and information about job
titles are available online at http://
www.nj.gov/njded/data/salary/.
For more information, please call
the Department of Education Public
Information Office at (609) 2921126.

WESTFIELD – Close to 100 parents attended a multi-faceted Parent
Academy on Mathematics last month
at the Edison Intermediate School
auditorium. An overview of the K-12
Mathematics Curriculum was presented by Regina Kiczek, K-12 mathematics supervisor, followed by
grade-level presentations from district teachers.
Dr. Kiczek explained that the
goals of the Mathematics Department were to enable every student
to develop a solid foundation in
mathematics and to foster the development of mathematical thinking, reasoning and persistence in
solving complex mathematical
problems.
Dr. Kiczek discussed the mathematics curriculum and gave tips on
how parents can help their children.
Elementary teachers met with parents and presented hands-on math
activities that children will experience this year. Intermediate school
teachers engaged parents in incorporating technology into math lessons.
High school math instructors created
a Powerpoint presentation to initiate
a discussion period with parents.
Elementary, intermediate and highschool teachers shared textbooks and
resources with parents and participated in ongoing dialogue with those
in attendance. A total of 18 math
teachers in the Westfield Public
Schools participated in the Parent
Academy, including Mary Jo Juelis,

Trish Merlo, Annika Davis, Lori
Swanson, Mary Tarashuk, Mary
Dailey, Marni Kirschenbaum, Christine Schiller, Meg Maffey, Coleen
Raparelli, Cheryl Wohlgemuth,
Krystyne Calabrese, Dona Panagos,
Evan Ann Rizzo, Catherine Capuzzi,
Donna Hornish, Les Jacobsen and
Scott Rutherford.
Excerpts from the evening will air
on Blue Devils TV36 in November.

WHS Band Wins
Best Overall Show
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Marching Blue Devil
Band took part in a competition last
Saturday night at North Brunswick
High School.
The WHS band participated in the
Group Four category. The group
breakdown occurs according to size,
with group one containing less than
43 members and group six boasting
more than 136.
Awards are given by group size as
well as overall show. Last week, the
band won its group, but also overall
show. Under the group four category,
the band took first place, best visual
and best effect.
Under overall show awards, based
out of the 12 bands participating between the group two and five categories, the WHS band won best overall
show (Mayor’s Trophy), overall effect music emphasis and overall effect visual emphasis.

GO MARCHING IN…The Westfield High School Marching Blue Devil Band
won best overall show at North Brunswick High School last Saturday. Pictured,
in the back row, are: drum majors Danielle Tepper, Stephanie Musat and
Samantha Avis, and front row, guard members Cara Paulan and Jessica Harmer.

Law Offices of

STAHL FARELLA &
SAROKIN, LLC
Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment
Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001
www.stahlesq.com

ANNIVERSARY CLEARANCE

Ilya Sabnani

WF’s Sabnani Named
Merit Semifinalist
WESTFIELD – Kent Place
School senior Ilya Sabnani of
Westfield was recognized as a semifinalist from the National Merit
Scholarship Program.
Eleven Kent Place students have
received honors from the 2007 National Merit Scholarship Program.
More than 30 percent of the Class
of 2007 received academic achievement awards this fall in programs
such as the National Merit Scholarship Program and the National
Achievement Scholarship Program.

The Chelsea at Fanwood is hosting our

Annual “Intergenerational”

Pumpkin Painting Party
Calling Halloween Lovers of All Ages! Come Dressed in your favorite
Halloween Costume and enjoy an afternoon of pumpkin painting,
Halloween treats and fun!
WHEN: Friday, October 27, 2006
TIME:
3:30 pm – 5:30 pm
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood
295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023
RSVP:

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

By 10/23 • 908-654-5200

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 11/1/06.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or
older. Some restrictions apply.

Open to the Public – Please join us for this fun afternoon – Everyone is welcomed!

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
Rahway invites you to learn more about the
region’s most spectacular, professional and
comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center.
Take advantage of our construction discounts
as we discuss with you how the proper
environment, education, nutrition and
professional instruction will help you achieve
all your fitness and health goals.

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

New
Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4
& Sun. 10-2

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location!
Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 10-2

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6100
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BRAND SCORES, BAKER GALLOPS FOR 80-YARD TD

Raiders Capture Day to Daze
Confused Tiger Gridders, 14-7
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One touchdown (TD) per game has
been all the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football team has allowed this year. The Raiders crushed
Malcolm X Shabazz, 21-7; held back
East Side, 14-7; lost a narrow, 7-6,
decision to Irvington and trampled
Plainfield, 21-7; then maintained their
average by dazing the Linden Tigers,
14-7, in Scotch Plains on October 14.
Demonstrating their moxie, the 41 Raiders provided heroes on both
sides of the ball and won the battle.
“We knew that their offense would be

running a wing-T or a three wide-out
and we had a substitution package for
both,” said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli. “We had a zone blitz package, a corner fire package, had some
safety blitzes based on personnel and
the kids executed them. That’s why
we had a lot of sacks. One of the
things we were concerned about,
which we talked about, was that our
pass defense wasn’t real good. Today
I thought we did alright.”
Senior running back Greg Brand
played a major role by rolling off 62
yards on 15 carries, including a oneyard TD blast. But it was junior tight

end Keith Baker who provided a startling performance both offensively
and defensively. Baker stunned the
Tigers when he snagged a pass and
galloped 80-yards to pay dirt in the
fourth quarter. Additionally, he made
17 cracking tackles, including two
sacks.
Raider
quarterback
Mike
Chervenyak competed six of 16 attempts for 122 yards. The Raiders’
defensive battered quarterback Jerry
Jones with 11 sacks, highlighted by
outside linebacker Rob Scibek who
recorded 12 tackles and three sacks.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD AS GOLD AT FIRST DOUBLES…Blue Devil senior Lindsay Goldberg, shown, and junior Kim Morawski won their
first doubles match against J.P. Stevens, 6-4, 6-1, in the section finals.

GOLDBERG, MORAWSKI WIN FIRST DOUBLES MATCH

J.P. Stevens Tops Blue Devils
For Sectional Tennis Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEROES ON DEFENSE…The Raider defense smothered the LindenTiger backs all afternoon. Jason Zelesnik, No. 82,
(bottom) made nine tackles, three sacks and one interception. Greg Brand (middle) scored a TD and Keith Baker, No. 44
(top) made 17 tackles and two sacks. Scotch Plains-Fanwood won, 14-7, on Baker’s 80-yard gallop.

FERRO RECOVERS FUMBLE, INTERCEPTS BERJULET

5-1 Blue Knights Out-Joust
Blue Devil Footballers, 17-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Penalties nearly out-weighted yardage in the Irvington High School football team’s, 17-0 victory over
Westfield in Irvington on October 14.
The huge Blue Knights’ defense, featuring seven 300+ players on the roster, stopped the 2-3 Blue Devils’ offense in their tracks in the first half
and limited them to just one mean-

ingful drive in the second half.
The 5-1 Blue Knights were their
own worst enemy by amassing 15
accepted penalties for 130 yards and
the Blue Devils did not help their
cause much by accumulating six penalties for 50 yards. One of the penalties cost Blue Knight running back
Al-Tamar Knighton a 14-yard touchdown in the first quarter.
Knighton, however, was the bread

and butter of the Blue Knights’ offense. He battered his way through
the Blue Devils’ defense for 163 yards
on 23 carries, which included a threeyard touchdown bash early in the
third quarter, and added a six-yard
reception. Pass-happy quarterback
Osvaldo Berjulet completed 12 of 23
attempts for 138 yards (less than his
average attempts), including a 23CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2004, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 10/22 • 1-4PM
106 Barchester Way, Westfield

Set upon lovely landscaped property in the heart of the Indian Forest area, this gracious, quality built Ranch
offers a terrific floor plan for comfortable living. A charming front porch welcomes you into a spacious entry
foyer which opens to a stepdown Living Room with a brick woodburning fireplace and a formal Dining Room
with French doors. An updated eat-in Kitchen features a center island and leads to an inviting Family Room
with sliding French Doors to the backyard deck. The bedroom area of this wonderful home includes three
generous-sized Bedrooms and 2 Full Baths. The newly carpeted grade level offers a Recreation Room with a
gas fireplace, a fourth Bedroom, a Full Bath, an Office, a wine cellar and plenty of storage areas. Highlights
~ Refinished hardwood floors, central air conditioning, new crown moldings and six panel doors, audio
system, first floor Powder Room and a Laundry/Mud Room with easy access to the 2-car attached garage.
Come and see all the updates! Offered for $899,000. WSF0816.
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

High school tennis presents a major problem to a team when a starter
is out due to illness or injury and the
situation presented itself in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championship game when the J.P. Stevens High
School girls tennis team upset fourthranked Westfield, 4-1, at Donald Van
Blake Tennis Center in Plainfield on
October 13.
The J.P. Stevens Hawks sensed a
vulnerability in the Blue Devils’
lineup since second singles player
Lane Maloney, a four-time Union
County champion, was unable to compete due to illness. As a result, freshman third singles player Tara
Criscuolo, the Union County champion at third singles, had to bump up
to face Hawk Nancy Chen at second
singles. Although performing well,
Criscuolo was on the shorter side of a
6-2, 6-4, score.
Blue Devil Head Coach Ed Tirone
inserted sophomore Lauren Sullivan
into the third singles slot. Sullivan
played a long match with Hawk
Rebecca Quan, but was stopped 6-3,
6-2.
With a lot on their mind, Blue Devils Lindsay Goldberg and Kim
Morawski, Union County champs at

first doubles, weathered an early challenge from Stephanie Kan and Selena
Suhail-Singhu but came back very
strongly to win their match, 6-4, 6-1.
Morawski continued her steady play

and Goldberg buzzed with a barrage
of wicked, scoring returns.
“We weren’t really warmed up in
the beginning. We realized what we
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

DEEGAN
ROOFING

C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405
Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters
Free Estimates • Fully Insured
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Devil’s Den

Move Over Maris and Dylan,
You’ve Got Company at 61
By BRUCE JOHNSON

Devil of the Week
Tom Parkinson
Boys soccer
(See below)

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NO STOPPING THIS MIDFIELDER…Outmaneuvering and breaking through
a Cougar defender is senior Alyson Guerriero, No. 5. The Westfield High field
hockey team settled for a 0-0 double OT game.

MAVROGIANNIS GETS 4TH SHUTOUT

Field Hockey Devils Tie
Cougars, 0-0, in Two OT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The momentum continues to roll in
the right direction as the Westfield
High School field hockey team demonstrated team speed, passing accuracy and dictated dominance over
Cranford through most of the game;
however, the Blue Devils had to settle
for a 0-0, two overtime deadlock in a
driving rain storm at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on October 11.
The message was sent out early to
the Cougars as the 5-5-1 Blue Devils
mounted a vicious assault that never
relented. Westfield fired off 14 total
shots and triggered nine corner shots,
while the Cougars totaled 16 shots,
no corner kicks and had one penalty
stroke. Blue Devil goalkeeper Natalia
Mavrogiannis recorded her fourth
shutout and Cougar keeper Becky
Quinn recorded her fifth shutout.
“We played really well. We had
opportunities and it’s unfortunate that
we could not finish and put the ball in
the goal. The kids really played their
hearts out,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Maggie McFadden. “What was
really nice was the fact that the first
time we faced Cranford, we got our
butts kicked and my kids wanted to
make retribution for what happened
there. We stepped it up, challenged
them and I think we surprised them
with how aggressive we were. I think
I would have been a little sad for
either team to have lost the game
because both played so well.”
The Blue Devils clearly dominated
play in the first half and limited the 53-3 Cougars to just one shot on goal

MOUNTAINSIDE

and no corner flicks. Westfield fired
off a total of eight total shots. Maureen
Hughes, Agustina Healy, Christine
Isabella and Julia Conroy were credited with one stroke each on goal.
In the second half, the Blue Devils
continued to attack the ball and penetrate Cougar turf led by Isabella,
Hughes, Alyson Guerriero, Kaitlin
Fleck and Emily Kieczykowski, while
Healy did a great job controlling the
left sideline. Cougar Quinn earned
her keep as she rejected shot after
shot. At the conclusion of regulation,
the Blue Devils fired off six total
shots including four shots directed to
the Cougar net by Hughes, Healy,
Isabella, and Kimberly Pulliam respectively.
In the first and second overtime
period it was a back-and-forth battle
that credited each keepers with two
saves respectively. “She did a good
job. She persevered, she focused and
she challenged when she needed to
challenge,” said Coach McFadden of
Mavrogiannis. “We made some great
goal line saves by Healey, Guerriero
and Lee Weisman.”

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Irvington Football
SPF/Linden Football
Cougar Classic Gymnastics
Westfield/Plainfield Soccer
SPF/Dayton UCT Soccer
West/Cran Field Hockey
Westfield/JP Stevens Tennis

$695,000

Mountainside Split. Come see this beautifully maintained 3 Bedroom, 2 bath Colonial Split bordering on Westfield and close to
shopping and NYC transportation.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$389,000

Roomy Cape Cod! Alluring interior with hardwood floors and
moldings, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, newer
1st floor bath, 2nd floor Master with full bath – ’99, large Kitchen.
Other updates include furnace, HWH and Recreation Room with
wet bar, CAC 2nd floor. Close to NYC transportation.

This year it’s on a Thursday, today.
Back in 1945 it was on a Friday.
We’re talking about October 19, and
61 years ago today. Does the number
61 mean anything to anybody? For
most people, it’s probably Roger
Maris’ successful pursuit of hitting
61 home runs, ironically in ’61. For
me, it’s Bob Dylan’s Highway 61
Revisited album, with the awesome
opening song, “Like a Rolling Stone.”
But other than those two things, and
maybe some great NFL lineman we
can’t think of right now, 61 is a pretty
boring, crappy, meaningless number.
But it got me to thinking, what
exactly was going on in the world
back in 1945? Here are our handpicked month-by-month highlights
(some months have several), gathered from the excellent online
Wikipedia:
January 31: Eddie Slovik is executed by a firing squad for desertion,
the first American soldier since the
American Civil War, and last to date,
to be executed for this offense.
February 19: During the bloody
Battle of Iwo Jima (which would not
be officially “won” until March 16), a
group of U.S. Marines reach the top
of Mount Suribachi on the island and
are photographed raising the American flag. (Clint Eastwood’s movie
“Flags of Our Fathers,” based on that
photo, hits local theatres tomorrow!)

WF PAL Wrestling
Registration Set:
Westfield PAL wrestling team
registration has begun and will end
on Wednesday, October 25. The
programs focus on learning the
fundamentals of wrestling, instilling solid values and having fun.
PAL sponsors the following programs:
BEGINNING – K-GRADE 2:
Wrestlers are taught the basics of
the sport with emphasis on skill development and safety rather than
competition.
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUE WHITE
GRADES 2-6:
Wrestlers focus on the basic fundamentals and will prepare for competitive matches.
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUE BLUE
GRADES 2-6:
Experienced wrestlers participate in
a competitive, 16-match schedule.
NJGSL TRAVELING TEAM GRADES
6-8:
Wrestlers compete in the New Jersey Grade School League, the premier league for competition in New
Jersey.

For
questions,
e-mail
westfieldpalwrestling@comcast.net.
To register, please go to
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com.
All charges go to Al Rabinowitz.

WESTFIELD

March 17-18: Japanese city of Kobe
is firebombed by 331 B-29 bombers,
killing over 8,000. More than 1,200
American bombers attack Berlin.
April 1: American troops land on
Okinawa in the last campaign of the
war (The battle wouldn’t be won until
June 21). April 12: American President Franklin D. Roosevelt dies suddenly and Vice President Harry S.
Truman takes the Oath of Office. April
28: Italian dictator Benito Mussolini
and his mistress are executed by Italian partisans while attempting to flee
the country. Their bodies are hung by
their heels in the public square of
Milan. April 30: Adolf Hitler and his
wife of one day, Eva Braun, commit
suicide as the Red Army approaches
Fuhrerbunker in Berlin.
May 5: A Japanese balloon bomb
killed five children and a woman in
Bly, Oregon, the only people killed
by enemy attack on the U.S. mainland during the war. May 8: V-E Day
(Victory in Europe, as Nazi Germany
surrenders) commemorates the end
of the war in Europe.
June 26: The United Nations charter is signed (the United States would
join on August 8).
July 26: Winston Churchill resigns
as Britain’s prime minister after his
Conservative Party is soundly defeated by the Labour Party in the
general election. Clement Attlee becomes the new prime minister. July
28: An Army Air Forces B-25 bomber
accidentally crashes into the Empire
State Building, killing 14 people.
August 6: The United States detonates an atomic bomb nicknamed
“Little Boy” on Hiroshima, Japan.
August 9: The United States detonates
an atomic bomb nicknamed “Fat Man”
over the city of Nagasaki, Japan. August 15: V-J Day (Victory in Japan, as
Emperor Hirohito announces Japan’s
surrender on the radio. August 19: The
Viet Minh take power in Hanoi, Vietnam, led by Ho Chi Minh.
September 8: Hideki Tojo, Japanese prime minister during most of
World War II, attempts suicide to
avoid facing a war crimes tribunal.
October 18: The first German war
crimes trial begins in Nurenberg.
October 19: Bruce Johnson is born to
Hob and Honey Johnson in Long
Branch, N.J. October 23: Jackie
Robinson signs a contract with the
Montreal Royals, a Brooklyn Dodgers farm team.
November 1: The first issue of the
magazine Ebony is published. November 13: Charles De Gaulle is
elected head of a French provisional
government.
December 21: General George S.
Patton dies from injuries sustained in

$485,000

Too much curb appeal! Living Room with fireplace, thermo window,
vinyl siding, close to schools, town and train. A window-lit switch
back staircase leads to 3 Bedrooms, 1 bath, Formal Dining Room,
wood floors, Family Room, half bath and enclosed front porch.

WESTFIELD

$949,000

Exquisite Colonial with enchanting arts and crafts styling, hardwood
floors, box beam ceilings, fabulous new Eat-In Kitchen with granite
counters and top-of-the-line appliances, large Master with luxury bath,
beautifully landscaped yard with koi pond.

a car accident on Dec. 9.
Other famous birthdays in 1945:
Larry Bowa, Eric Clapton, Micky
(Hey, hey, we’re the Monkeys)
Dolenz, Tony (Wally Cleaver) Dow,
Mia Farrow, John Fogerty, Walt
Frazier, Peter Gammons, Jimmie Dale
Gilmore, Bob Griese, Goldie Hawn,
John Lithgow (also Oct. 19!), Bob
Marley, Steve Martin, Vince
McMahon, Van Morrison, Priscilla
Presley, Bob Seger, Carly Simon,
Bubba Smith, Stephen Stills, Rod
Stewart, Pete Townshend, Henry
(Fonzie) Winkler and Neil Young.
It’s hard to believe some of those
people are really that old!
FOOTBALL UPDATE
All we’ll say about Saturday’s 170 loss at Irvington is this: what in the
world was the Irvington coach thinking, having his star quarterback throwing passes into the end zone with a
17-0 lead and less than a minute left
in the game? And that after calling a
fake kick and trying a 2-point PAT
pass following his team’s final touchdown a couple minutes earlier? Is the
guy’s hero Santa Anna, and did he
think WHS was defending the Alamo?
Given the 14 penalties for well over
100 yards his team picked up (not
counting several penalties that were
declined), maybe he thought another
TD or two might overcome his coaching deficiencies. Anyhow, here’s hoping Phillipsburg — and its coach Bob
(run-it-up) Stem — is an Irvington
playoff opponent.
This Saturday WHS (2-3) hosts
Elizabeth, 1 p.m., at Kehler Stadium.
The Minutemen are the most talented
team the Devils will face all year, so
getting back to .500 will not be easy.
You have to go back to 1984 for the
last time WHS beat Elizabeth, 16-6,
as current WHS assistant coach Doug
Kehler kicked a field goal and scored
a touchdown. Though WHS hasn’t
beaten Elizabeth since then, there have
been many close calls (14-7, 14-13,
14-14 in 1990-92, and 7-6 in 1995, to
name a few).
The 35-30 loss to Union two weeks
ago saw the Devils score the most
points ever in a loss. The previous
high of 29 was set in last year’s 32-29
overtime loss to Scotch Plains. Before that the high was 25, twice: 3325 vs. Rahway in 1950 and 28-25 to
SP-F in 1985.
THIS AND THAT
The boys and girls soccer teams
advanced into the quarterfinals of their
respective county tournaments with
nice wins last Saturday. The boys
knocked off Linden, while the girls
handled Roselle Catholic. They’ll
both be back in UCT action this Saturday.

MOUNTAINSIDE

Nobody will ever convince me that,
at full strength, WHS’s tennis team
would have lost to J.P. Stevens in the
sectional final last Friday. Of course,
coulda-shoulda-woulda gets you nowhere but more frustrated. One thing
to be said for coach Ed Tirone’s girls
(and George Kapner’s boys in the
spring), I’ve can’t remember an opponent ever questioning an “out” call.
Westfield kids “play on” during the
close balls, while some opponents
seem awfully quick calling “out” on
balls they should be concentrating on
returning, not watching so closely to
see if they hit the line. The classy
players always “play on.” The WHS
girls have a big rivalry match this
afternoon at Scotch Plains.
The WHS volleyball team, with
losses last week to BridgewaterRaritan and East Brunswick, faced a
couple of toughies this week, too.
They had Hunterdon Central on Tuesday and today host fast-improving
Cranford, which could be their main
competition at counties next week.
The unbeaten gymnastics team will
take on the rest of the county Saturday at the UCT championships, 2:30
p.m., at Union.
OUT OF STATE UPDATE
Massillon (Ohio) outdid Warren
Harding in just about everything but
lost a 21-16 game, despite allowing
just 126 yards of offense, including
just 73 yards on 30 carries by an Ohio
State signee. Harding returned an interception and a fumble for two of its
touchdowns. … In Pennsylvania,
Neshaminy (5-2) outscored Central
Bucks South 43-29 to set the stage for
the season’s big game, tomorrow night
at North Penn. … And how about
these scores: West Springfield (Va.)
over West Potomac 81-74 in four
overtimes, and East Poinsett County
(Ark.) 73-72 over Hughes in one OT.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
Tom Parkinson did what soccer
coach George Kapner looks for his
seniors to do, step up and deliver the
goods. The two-year starting striker
had a huge week to get the Devils
back on track: against unbeaten
Union, he had a goal and assist in a 31 upset win that ended an 0-5-2 skid;
vs. Plainfield he again had a goal and
assist in a 2-0 victory, and he ended
the week with two goals in a UCT
victory over Linden.
For those efforts, Tom earns a free
sub at Westfield Subs, 261 South
Avenue.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas
and newsy notes at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!

$489,000

Spacious Ranch with open floor plan, well-maintained interior and
exterior, large, professionally landscaped yard with pavestone patio,
all large rooms, Eat-In Kitchen, nice-sized entry foyer, CAC, sprawling Recreation Room in basement.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$399,000

Fabulous renovated Cape Cod with hardwood floors, tile, stainless
steel appliances, multi-zone CAC, new baths and Kitchen.
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ASPELL HITS WINNER, MEREDITH POSTS SHUTOUT

Second-Seeded Raiders Blank
Soccer Bulldogs, 1-0, in UCT
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One header was what it took for the
second-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys’ soccer
team, No. 15 in the state, to get past
15th-seeded Dayton in the first round
of the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on October 13.
Junior defender Evan Aspell netted the game’s lone goal while senior goalie Bryan Meredith turned
aside three shots to notch the shutout. Bulldog Dave Sauerhoff had a
good game and made 18 saves for
the 8-2-1 Bulldogs.

limited the Bulldogs to just two shots
on goal in the first half. The Raiders
did have their opportunities, but a
rough field could not steer the ball
into the net until Aspell greeted the
ball inside the box off a cross from
junior defender Jeff Stuart and headed
it into the net inside the two-minute
mark of the first half.
“We came out probably better than
in most of our games in the first half,”
said Meredith. “We possessed the ball,
just kept on going after them, pressing, trying to get that goal early and
not let them linger around thinking
that they can beat us.”

cool, calm and collected on the ball
and that helps solidify that defense
tremendously.”
“It’s a county game and it’s a win
or go home situation,” added
Hessemer. “Our game plan was to
put them away as early as we can but,
as the game continued, that didn’t
happen; however, we did get the one
we needed.”
When asked what the key to the
Raider defense was, Hessemer said,
“We have real good soccer minds.
We understand what the offender is
going to do. We work as a team. We
talk, communicate and shift as a unit
and it’s all beginning to come together now.”
“I stay with the same mind set
every game. Just get ready and don’t
take any team lightly,” said Meredith.
“Every team in the county tournament is going to be ready to play and
they are going to leave it all on the
field, so you never know what to
expect.”
“In our end of it, we still struggle
a little bit which has been part of a
motif all season long,” concluded
Breznitsky. “We’re looking to get
somebody on top who can be consistent in finishing off the opportunities that we have. Hopefully we can
get it together throughout the tournament. With Meredith in the goal
we feel pretty confident because
we’re not going to give any up.”
The Raiders meet 10th-seeded A.L.
Johnson, who defeated seventhseeded Cranford, 2-1, on October 21.
Dayton
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

0
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1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UPSIDE DOWN NOW, BUT ON TOP ALL-AROUND…Blue Devil Jenna Rodrigues, doing a handstand on the balance
beam, had the best All-Around score of 36.35 at the Cougar Invitational. See Westfield/Somerville story on page 17.

BLUE DEVIL JENNA RODRIGUES GRABS ALL-AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Capture
Crown at Cougar Invitational
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ranked 13th in the state, the
Westfield High School gymnastics
team was expected to be favored to
win the Fourth Cougar Invitational so
it was no surprise when the Blue
Devil girls took top honors with a
team score of 105.575 in Cranford on
October 13. It was also no surprise
that A. L. Johnson placed second with
a team score of 101.475.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Tune Up
With Victory over Elizabeth
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAN ON A MISSION…Raider Taylor Molinaro goes airborne in an attempt to
stuff the ball in the Bulldog cage, however Dayton goalkeeper Dave Sauerhoff
made a fine save. Scotch Plains won, 1-0.

“A win is a win. You get one and the
other team doesn’t get any,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.
“However, the only thing you want to
concern yourself about in tournament
play is advancing and you don’t need
to worry if you’re playing pretty or
not. You need to give a lot of credit to
Dayton, they played hard and they
did a good job out there especially
their goalie.”
A choking defensive Raider unit

In the second half, the Raiders held
back their aggressiveness somewhat,
got away from their possession game,
while attempting to tire out the Bulldogs by working the long balls and
holding the offense to three shots.
“One of the most outstanding guys
back there is (Brian) Hessemer. He’s
just rock solid back there, he reads
the plays well, breaks things up and
his ball skills are excellent,” said
Breznitsky. “He never panics, he’s

The Westfield High School gymnastics team rested a few of its top
girls in a 100.475-50.125 tune up
victory over host Elizabeth on October 12. The 13th-ranked Blue Devils
elevated their record to 8-0.
Blue Devil Claire Stevens-Haas
grabbed the top spot with anAll-Around
total of 34.55. She took first on the
balance beam with a score of 9.125,
first on the floor exercises with an 8.875,
first on the uneven bars with an 8.1 and
tied for second in the vault with an 8.55.
Lacy Cummings was second AllAround with a total of 33.5 and placed
first in the vault with an 8.65. She

placed second on the beam at 9.075,
third on the floor at 8.575 and fourth
on the unevens at 7.2. Natalie Golikov
took second on the unevens with a
score of 8.05 and second on the floor
with a score of 8.775.
Jenna Skoller tied for second in the
vault at 8.55 and placed fourth on
floor. Tina Chabrier placed third on
bars at 7.975 and fifth in vault at 8.35
while Jamie Bornstein placed fourth
in vault at 8.45. Catherine Cordeiro
placed third on beam and fifth on
floor. Julia Valentin placed fourth on
beam and fifth on bars while Gillian
McGovern placed sixth on beam.

Prior to the meet, Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Bryan commented,
“We know we are seeded first and we
want to walk away with everything
this season. I’m looking not only to
take first place as a team but I’m
looking for some of my girls to place
in the top three, Jenna Rodrigues taking All-Around, Claire Macdonald
continuing to shine on everything. It
could be close between Jenna and
Claire depending on who hits what.
Tonight is going to be a practice for us
for the counties next week. We’re
gearing up!”
Rodrigues, a freshman, did what
coach Bryan wanted by getting the
highest All-Around score of 36.35.
Her smooth routine, featuring high
leaps, a handstand and a back somersault, earned her first on the balance
beam with a 9.25 score. Rodrigues
also won the floor exercises with a
mark of 9.25, placed fourth in the
vault with a 9.3 and grabbed fifth on
the uneven bars with a score of 8.55.
Stiff competition came from
Johnson Crusader Marissa Rusin who
placed second All-Around with a 26.2
total. Rusin also won the unevens with
a score of 9.2, placed second on the
beam at 9.05 and took fourth on the
floor with an 8.9. Blue Devil
Macdonald, a senior, finished sixth
All-Around with a total of 34.7. She

tied for second with Union’s Jessica
Greenwald on the floor with a score of
9.1 and tied for sixth with teammate
Kelsey Greenfield and Raider senior
Natalie Capoccia on the beam with a
mark of 8.625. Greenfield also placed
fifth on the floor with a score of 8.85.
Katherine Gelline, of Westfield, who
competes for Mt. St. Mary’s Academy, placed third All-Around with a
total of 35.7. She placed second on the
unevens with a score of 8.775 and
third on the beam at 9.025. Raider
freshman Gina Pelosi took fifth in the
vault with a score of 9.275 and teammate Annie Smith took sixth on the
beam with a mark of 8.425. Blue Devil
Lacey Cummings took fifth on the
beam with an 8.725 and teammate
Claire Stevens-Haas tied with Union
Catholic Viking Kristy Napolitano for
sixth on the floor with an 8.8.
TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield 105.575, 2. A.L. Johnson
101.475, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
98.65, 4. Cranford 96.95, 5. Union Catholic 95.55, 6. Union 90.75.
INDIVIDUAL TOP SCORES:
VAULT: Andie Sablosky (Dayton/
Brearley) 9.45
UNEVEN BARS: Marissa Rusin
(Johnson) 9.2
BALANCE BEAM: Jenna Rodrigues
(Westfield) 9.25
FLOOR EXERCISES: Jenna
Rodrigues (Westfield) 9.25
ALL-AROUND: Jenna Rodrigues
(Westfield) 36.35

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $3,400,000

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped ½ acre property will host this 6,000
SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed
level of excellence. This prestigious 19-room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his &
her walk-in closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6 full & 2 half
baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room with wet bar, dining room, library with
fireplace, family room with fireplace will all be appointed with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented
with custom designed ceilings. An oversized designer kitchen with French doors to a magnificent terrace will also
include granite tops, and a butler’s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished basement will complete
this classic with over 2,750 SF, a full bath, enormous wet bar, rec room, sauna, exercise room and more. Work with the
builder now to make this house your home! Call Ralph for more details: 908-591-6283 (052001359)

BUY FOR $1,534/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 10/22 1-5PM

$529,800

Four bedroom Bi-Level featuring recently updated full tile bathroom with Corian countertops, updated
kitchen with custom cabinetry, new countertop & backsplash, new automatic garage door opener and key
pad entry. Family room with walk-out to patio, deck, private yard with wood fencing. DIR: Rt. 22W to
Glenside to Canterbury. (052001307)

BUY FOR $2,026/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE

EXPANDED RANCH

BUY FOR $1,824/MO.

$699,900

WAITING FOR YOU!

WESTFIELD

$630,000

Gracious Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout.
2-story entry foyer opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by builtins. Step down to the formal dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate
dining area. Light fills the family room through 2 walls of casement windows. First floor bedroom off
separate hallway has full bath. Second floor features expansive bedroom with a huge office/nursery, additional
bedroom and bath. Walk out from the enormous finished basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard. A
very special house awaits you. (052000822)

Custom home completely renovated & expanded since 1998, featuring 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, formal
dining room with bay window, eat-in kitchen with center island, family room, finished basement & 800
sq. ft. deck & fully fenced rear yard. New plumbing, elec, windows, siding, HWH, HE gas furnace,
CAC, central vac, and surround sound stereo are just some of the highlights of this home. (052001185)

BUY FOR $2,403/MO.

BUY FOR $1,908/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS

BRIGHT & SPACIOUS

$829,900

Welcome to this beautifully bright and spacious home. The gracious floor plan allows for wonderful
entertaining possibilities. As you enter, you are welcomed by the entrance foyer flanked by the living room
and dining room. The large eat-in kitchen with a center island leads into an expansive family room
complete with a wood-burning fireplace. The bonus room – possible au pair suite / 5th bedroom on the 1st
floor, along with the 1st floor laundry and oversized deck overlooking the very private wooded backyard
complete the appeal of this wonderful home. (052001154)

MOUNTAINSIDE

GRACIOUS

$659,000

Very spacious 5 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Split Level. Light & bright throughout with family room, renovated
kitchen & breakfast sunroom with French doors to the patio, hot tub and private yard. The oversize living
room with built-in bookcases, brick gas fireplace & hardwood floors opens to the dining room. Four
additional bedrooms, basement & 2-car attached garage complete this terrific home. (052001377)

weichert.com
W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence. This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12
months, in effect as of 8/28/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates
can change monthly during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier. Deferred Interest:
Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of
interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred interest for your specific tax situation. Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000. Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers. This program is not available
in all areas. Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are as of 8/28/06 and subject to change. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert,
Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Raiders Capture Day to Daze
Confused Tiger Gridders, 14-7

J.P. Stevens Tops
Blue Devils in Tennis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Senior wide receiver Jason Zelesnik,
who had two catches for 24 yards,
registered three sacks, nine tackles
and one interception. Wide receiver
Kyle Rowbotham gained 14 yards on
two carries before leaving the game
with a severe ankle sprain.
Linden amassed 75 yards on 17
carries and added 120 yards in the air.
“We were concerned about Jones.
He’s one of the best quarterbacks that
we’ve seen. He has a great arm, runs
out of the pocket and he makes plays,”
said coach Ciccotelli. “We chose to
chase him down the backside a couple
of times. We felt we didn’t want him
to stand back there and pick us apart.”
The Raiders drew blood first when
Zelesnik picked off the ball at the
Tiger two-yard line. On second down,
Brand gobbled up the one-yard TD
with 3:18 remaining in the first quarter. Rowbotham converted the PAT.
“It was just a great job by him,”
said Ciccotelli of Zelesniki. “He’s a
good player for us and he keeps making plays.”
Back came the 3-2 Tigers in the
second quarter when Jones slid four
yards on a keeper with 11:04 left to tie
the game at.
“We knew we had to put pressure
on the quarterback and get to the ball
fast, along with George Bease (Tiger
fullback) who is a very big and fast.
He can break tackles and he’s a game

Raider Football
On SP TV34

breaker,” said senior lineman/secretary of defense John Badada.
As to the knockdown passes that led
to a couple of Tiger interceptions,
Badala said, “We blocked that No. 91
kid, (tight end, Muhammad Wilkerson)
but he was just too big and basically
jumped over everybody. We should
have gotten his hands down.”
“Our line did unbelievable. They
read all their keys, held their hands on
and did a great job,” added Baker. “We
linebackers, Brand and myself were
able to get to the plays every time.”
After a scoreless third quarter, the
Raiders had the ball on their own 20yard line. Chervenyak rolled to his left
and found Baker on a crossing pattern.
From there, Baker galloped 80-yards
into the end zone. Kicker Dave
Belford’s point after gave the Raiders
a 14-7 lead with 3:22 left in the game.
“One of their guys almost got me at
the thirty. I avoided him, saw another
defender on my way, jumped over
him and after that I was home free. I
have to thank the line, otherwise I
would have never had that huge run,”
said Baker. “Mike (Chervenyak) sent
me a great pass. It was open field after
that and I just found enough energy to
beat out those kids. Defensively, we
have always have come together as a
team. We have given up just seven
points during the first half in every
game,” said Baker.
Linden
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BURSTING THROUGH THE BLUE KNIGHT LINE…Blue Devil running back Malcolm Allen, No. 33, had gains of 17
yards and 13 yards against the Irvington Blue Knights.

5-1 Blue Knights Out-Joust Blue Devils, 17-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

yard touchdown strike to loquacious
wide receiver Amir Morris late in the
fourth quarter. Berjulet also kicked a
35-yard field goal in the second quarter. Berjulet’s receiver of choice was
Waynelle Gravesande who had six
receptions for 95 yards.
“He’s a good running back,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno said

All Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School varsity football
games (previous week’s game)
will be aired on SPTV34 at the
times listed below. Also, there
will be a pre-game discussion
between Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times and The Westfield
Leader Sports Editor/Assistant
Publisher Dave Corbin.
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

10 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m. & 10 p.m.

Reading is Good For You

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

goleader.com/subscribe

SWEEPING OUTSIDE…Blue Devil running back George Cornell, No. 8, attempts to sweep around the left sideline against Irvington.

of Knighton. “They have run the ball
more than they ever have. When you
have those big linemen up front, that’s
what you do.”
As to Berjulet’s options, DeSarno
said, “He’s got talent all over. If he
can’t run it, he’s going to throw it. If
he can’t throw it, he’s going to run it.
It’s a nice thing to have.”
The Blue Devils mustered only six
yards rushing and 44 yards in the air
in the first half and finished with 85
rushing yards and 45 passing yards.
Quarterback Tom Bonard, who was
pressured constantly and dropped four
times for losses, completed six of 18
attempts and was intercepted twice.
Running back Malcolm Allen carried
seven times for 32 yards, including
runs of 17 and 13 yards in the second
half. Allen also had a seven-yard reception. Halfback George Cornell had
11 carries for 17 yards and Bonard
carried 10 times for 21 yards. Sophomore Ricardo Johnson, who had a 92yard and a 91-yard kickoff return for
touchdowns against Union in the previous game, carried three times for 15
yards and had a 10-yard reception.
“Malcolm Allen did a good job
today. Our tailbacks have not been
our problem offensively all year. They
have run hard,” commented DeSarno.
The Blue Knights took the opening
kickoff and proceeded to march toward the Blue Devils’ goal until Morris, who had a reception in the flats,
had the ball jarred loose and Blue
Devil defensive tackle Ryan Scanlon
pounced on it for a recovery. With

2:40 left in the first quarter, Bonard
was forced to punt from the sevenyard line but Josh Evans blocked the
punt and Blue Devil Sean Ferro alertly
smothered the ball in the end zone to
yield a safety instead of a touchdown.
Berjulet’s field goal with 3:46 left in
the half capped a 13-play 59-yard
drive.
After the Blue Knights wisely
booted the ball away from the speedy
Johnson to begin the second half, the
Blue Devils went three-and-out and
punted to the Irvington 27 where the
Blue Knights took seven plays to
carry the ball into the end zone, ending in Knighton’s three-yard bash to
up the Blue Knights’ lead to 11-0.
The Blue Devils answered with
their only drive, which began on the
Westfield 38 and penetrated the
Irvington 11 before a fumble ended
any threat. With 5:21 remaining in
the game, Morris grabbed Berjulet’s
pass over the middle and dashed to
pay dirt. The final Irvington drive
ended when Ferro intercepted
Berjulet’s pass at the Westfield fiveyard line.
“We made some first downs, moved
the ball a little bit but they are a good
team. They are a state-ranked team.
They are something we want to be.
They are a good measuring stick.
They have Division 1 athletes all over
the field. Our kids battled today but
they just were better than us today,”
said DeSarno.
Westfield
Irvington
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had to do to win, which was play our
game, be very aggressive at the net. I
had to poach a lot. Kim had to be
consistent and lob a lot,” said
Goldberg.
“I think that’s what I always say in
the paper. That I’m the consistent one
and Lindsay puts shots away,” commented Morawski humorously. “We
had no doubts because, even though
we are playing badly, we are mentally
strong. We always pull through together. We learn how the other team is
playing then adjust ourselves to them
and play our game.”
Goldberg and Morawski, who were
the first to finish their match, also had
their NJSIAA quarterfinals match, to
be played the very next day (October
14), and the efforts of their teammates on their minds.
“We were looking around and it’s a
little nerve racking. It’s always hard,
having to replace one of our top players, especially Lane. She’s a fighter.
She’s an unbelievable player. Every
one of her strokes is top notch. We
have Lauren at third and Tara moved
up to second. Lauren is doing a great
job. She’s fighting. She’s giving her
all for the team. We really appreciate
that,” commented Goldberg.
Blue Devil first singles player Nikki
Reich, who always has to face the
opponents’ No. 1 players, had a long,
grueling battle with Hawk standout
Luba Smolensky and took the first set
to a 7-6 (7-5) finish in favor to
Smolensky before losing the second
set 6-1.
First singles: Luba Smolensky (JP) d.
Nikki Reich, 7-6 (7-5), 6-1
Second singles: Nancy Chen (JP) d.
Tara Criscuolo, 6-2, 6-4
Third singles: Rebecca Quan (JP) d.
Lauren Sullivan, 6-3, 6-2
First doubles: Lindsay Goldberg and
Kim Morawski (W) d. Stephanie Kan
and Selena Suhail-Sindhu, 6-4, 6-1
Second doubles: Marissa Manaco and
Darla Wong (JP) d. Meredith Kender
and Alannah Suchomel, 6-2, 6-3

Ice Hockey Team Hosts
Skate-A-Thon 2006
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) ice hockey team invited their fans to Skate-A-Thon 2006,
being held on November 4 from 6 to
8 p.m. at Warinanco Skating Center.
Attendees can come and skate with
the team, shoot on the Westfield goalies and have fun. Admission is $5 for
skaters and rentals are available. Helmets, sticks and gloves are suggested
but not mandatory. The snack bar will
be open and WHS hockey apparel
will be for sale. All proceeds will
benefit the team.
For more information, please
contact Christine Foley at
foleyfamily6@aol.com

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Edison
$469,000
Elegant Birchwood model features 3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths,
cac, garage in Timberline. On-site pool, tennis, club house.
WSF0642

Fanwood
$529,900
Move right into this updated, well maintained 4 bedroom
split near all schools & NYC transportation. A must to
see! WSF0704

Scotch Plains
$474,900
Charming colonial. Updated CAC, furnace, hot water
heater, new deck & freshly painted interior. Lovely treelined street. WSF0732

Westfield
$1,579,900
Sparkling Wychwood home set on spacious &
professionally landscaped property. 5 bedroom, 4.1 bath
renovated CH colonial. WSF0787

Westfield
$499,900
Charming 3 bedroom, 2 bath colonial cape. Formal dining room, professionally landscaped. A must to see.
WSF0408

Westfield
$1,750,000
Magnificent Stoneleigh Park colonial completely updated
on a beautiful property. Custom kitchen, 3.2 baths, media room. WSF0767

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services 877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division 800-575-0952

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue
Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Mobility Broker Network

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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RODRIGUES, MACDONALD GET 2ND, 3RD ALL-AROUND

Blue Devil Gymnasts Scorch
Somerville Lady Pioneers
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING TO GET THE BALL DOWN FIELD…Blue Devil senior Vince Clark, front No. 9, runs to get the ball down field
in the game against the Plainfield Cardinals.

PARKINSON NETS GOAL, ASSIST; STRAUSS SCORES

Soccer Blue Devils Shut Out
Plainfield Cardinal Boys, 2-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off an impressive, 3-1, victory over No. 3 Union on October 9,
the Westfield High School boys soccer team climbed back to the .500
mark with a 2-0 shutout of Plainfield
on October 11 in Plainfield. In those
two victories, Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner revamped his lineup.
“I was just trying to shake the team
up. After the 5-0, loss to Kearny, I
thought we needed to stir the pot a
little bit. I brought (Chris) Mattes to
sweeper. I’m keeping him there. He’s
doing a great job. We made (Nick)
Barba a marking back for the Union
game. We modified our rotation, so
we were successful in the first two
games this week and we will continue in that direction,” he said.
As with a big win over a stateranked team, there is always concern
with how the victors will handle their
next game.
“That was our message to them
immediately. My assistant coaches
did a great job of getting this across to
the kids before the Union game was
even over,” said Kapner. “This was
what we were expecting to do all year
and we went into that seven-game
slump. My conversation with them

was, ‘we want to get to the state
tournament and beating Union would
not do it by itself. We need to keep
winning games.’ That, at least got us
back to .500. You can’t rest on your
laurels! You have to keep going!”
Part of the shakeup that led to a
pleasant surprise was the performance
of freshman keeper Adam Fine who
had seven stops against Union and
needed only to make one in his goaltenure against Plainfield. Sophomore
keeper Mike Lessner entered in the
second half and made two saves.
“It’s very pleasing for the present
and the future. It’s wonderful to know
that this program, at the moment, is
stocked with goalkeepers. On the varsity level, three different goalkeepers
have started,” said Kapner. (Junior
Greg O’Brien, the original starter is
out with a broken wrist.)
As he had done in the game with
the 11-1 Farmers, senior forward Tom
Parkinson got the ball rolling by scoring the first goal against Plainfield for
the 5-5-2 Blue Devils. Parkinson, who
also assisted junior Dan Strauss on
his goal in the second half, was constantly penetrating the Cardinals’ box
as he had been in many of the Blue
Devils’ previous games.
“That’s true! We have never really

settled on a starting team. We had
‘Park’ playing some sweeper earlier
in the year. We had him moving into
the midfield. I told him, ‘you are
going to be a striker,’ and that’s been
helpful. Going into the season, we
thought he and Mattes would form
this unstoppable, large scoring machine. It didn’t work, so we moved
Chris back to sweeper and told Tom
he’s staying at striker. He’s a force to
be reckoned with,” Kapner said.
Moving Mattes to sweeper seemed
to solidify the Blue Devil defense
since the Cardinals were only able to
get off three shots on goal while
Westfield pelted Plainfield with 17.
“That and in the Union game we
also had Nick Barba and Kevin
Hennessey who are, without a doubt,
our two best marking backs. Jimmy
McManus played a lot of marking
back (against Plainfield) and did an
exceptional job,” noted Kapner.
Looking ahead to the Union County
Tournament and qualifying for the
state sectionals, Kapner warned, “We
can’t be cocky! There’s a fine line
between winning and losing. Now,
we need to play with confidence but
never with cockiness.”
Westfield
Plainfield

1
0

1
0

In its closest meet all season, the
13th-ranked Westfield High School
gymnastics team boosted its unbeaten
record to 7-0 with a narrow, 105.975105.725, victory over the very tough
Somerville Pioneers on October 10
in Pioneer territory. It was the Blue
Devils’ highest team score to date but
they needed everything they could
get to hold back the Pioneers.
Blue Devil freshman Jenna
Rodrigues placed second with an AllAround total of 35.175 behind Pioneer superstar Jillian Hart who took
top honors with an All-Around score
of 37.775. Blue Devil senior Claire
Macdonald placed third All-Around
at 35.125 and teammate Kelsey
Greenfield was fourth at 34.875.
“I think, because the level of gymnasts that I have on the team this year,
it is creating some individual competition within. Not in a negative way!
They want to work as a team. They
are meeting team goals or breaking
team records that we’ve had. A lot of
the girls have been talking about
breaking individual records, so I think
there is a lot of healthy competition
going on,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Melissa Bryan.
Hart swept first in every event, including notching remarkable scores
of 9.625 in the vault and 9.6 on the
floor exercises. Hart also tallied a 9.45
on the balance beam and a 9.1 on the
uneven bars. Rodrigues placed second

Cherewich Named
To Elmwood Park
Sports Hall of Fame
ELMWOOD PARK – Former
Westfield High School lacrosse
coach Shaun Cherewich, who
grew up in East Paterson, was
inducted into the East Paterson/
Elmwood Park Sports Hall of
Fame on October 11. Cherewich
was honored for his 20-year record
of coaching lacrosse in Westfield.
Joining Cherewich at the dinner
were former WHS lacrosse players Rob Schmaltz. Tom
Castellone, Shawn Flaherty, Chris
Aslanian and Mark Ciarrocca.

on the beam with a great score of 9.375
followed by Macdonald at 8.7. She
also took second on the unevens with
a score of 8.525 followed by teammate
Tina Chabrier at 8.475.
“Our team effort this year has been
phenomenal. We are breaking records.
It was a true 106, their best performance all year,” said coach Bryan. “I
see it only getting better.”
Macdonald grabbed second on the
floor with a great mark of 9.3 followed
by teammate Lacy Cummings at 9.175
and Greenfield with an 8.975.
Greenfield placed second in the vaulting with an 8.95 followed by teammate Claire Stevens-Haas with an 8.8.
WHS 105.975, SOMERVILLE 105.725

VAULT: 1. Hart (S) 9.625, 2. Greenfield
(W) 8.95, 3. Stevens-Haas (W) 8.8, 4.
Macdonald (W) 8.75, 4. Rodrigues (W) 8.75,
8. Natalie Golikov (W) 8.4
UNEVEN BARS:
1. Hart (S) 9.1, 2. Rodrigues (W) 8.525, 3.
Chabrier (W) 8.475, 4. Greenfield (W) 8.45,
6. Macdonald (W) 8.375, 7. Jenna Skoller
(W) 8.225
BALANCE BEAM:
1. Hart (S) 9.45, 2. Rodrigues (W), 9.375,
3. Macdonald (W) 8.7, 4.Meredith Jordan
(S) 8.575, 5. Greenfield (W) 8.5, 7. Cummings
(W) 8.225, 9. Golikov (W) 7.3
FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Hart (S) 9.6, 2. Macdonald (W) 9.3, 3.
Cummings (W) 9.175, 4. Greenfield (W)
8.975, 5. Chabrier (W) 8.85, 7. Rodrigues
(W) 8.525
ALL-AROUND:
Hart (S) 37.775, 2. Rodrigues (W) 35.175,
3. Macdonald (W) 35.125, 4. Greenfield
(W) 34.875

Gary Wasserman Captures
WTA Men’s Singles Crown
The 2006 Men’s Singles Ladder
season came to a close this past weekend in historic fashion. Gary
Wasserman was crowned champion
for a third successive season and, in
doing so, he bested the first woman to
enter the men’s ladder, Cristina
Hastings Newsome. Wasserman’s
solid baseline game, accurate slice
approach shots and overpowering service game produced a 6-3, 7-5 win.
The first set saw several service
breaks but Wasserman the crucial
break in the eighth game then held his
next service game. Wasserman won
the first four games of the second set
but Hastings Newsome made some
brilliant cross-court backhand winners to win the next six of seven
games. Wasserman, however, won the
next two games to claim victory.
Previously, Wasserman defeated
Zac Friss, Paul Newsome and Dan
Siegel. Hastings Newsome defeated
Chris Miller, Melvin Diep and Vince
Camuto. Her only two losses of the
season came at the hands of
WassermanGary.
In the B bracket final, Ilia Bouchouev
beat Warren Friss, 8-5. After trailing
4-1, Bouchouev won the next six of
seven games. Previously, he defeated
Andrew Cohen and Joshua Suri. Friss
defeated Chris Wendel and David
Ferio. If anyone has any questions

about the Westfield Tennis Association, please contact Richard Pardo at
rspardo531@msn.com or visit http://
westfieldnj.com/wta/index.html.
FINAL STANDINGS:
1. Wasserman
20. David Ferio
2. H.-Newsome
21. Stuart Gruskin
3. Dan Siegel
22. Chris Farella
4. Vince Camuto 23. Chris Wendel
5. Tom Bauer
24. Andrew Cohen
6. Rob Errazo
25. Chris Blaise
7. Melvin Diep
26. Christ Conley
8. Paul Newsome 27. Mike Manders
9. Tuyen Diep
28. Paul DaSilva
10. Weldon Chin
29. Mark Jackler
11. Richard Pardo 30. Rodney North
12. Steve Parker
31. T. Bigosinski
13. Mike Gonella
32. Joe Donnolo
14. A. Marotta
33. Dewey Rainville
15. Chris Miller
34. Doug Albert
16. Zac Friss
35. Ryan Brown
17. Bouchouev
36. Donald Dohm
18. Warren Friss
37. Steven Shane
19. Joshua Suri
38. Marc Rock
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Who says there are

No Free
Lunches?

Join us on October 20th for lunch
at 6 ﬁne addresses from 12 - 2 pm.

([SHFW7KH%HVW«
Barbara M. Callahan
NJAR Circle of Excellence
2005

Phone: 908-301-2886
Cell: 908-447-1806
brokerbmc@aol.com

Open House: Sunday, October 22, 1:00pm to 4:00pm

910 Highland Ave • $3,300,000 • Dir: Hillside to
Highland • STONE CREEK DEVELOPMENT

860 Standish Ave • $1,699,000 • Dir: Mountain to
Birch to Standish • MICHAEL MAHONEY BUILDER

NJAR Circle of Excellence 2003
Cell: 908-447-1806
E-Mail: brokerbmc@aol.com

&RQWHPSRUDU\&RORQLDO
81 Fair Hill Drive • $2,375,000 • Dir: Clark to Woodmere
to left on Fairhill • D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

706 Embree Crescent • $1,449,000 • Dir: Clark to Edgewood
to Hanford to Embree • www.customservicebuilders.com

739 Willow Grove • $1,460,000 • Dir: Rahway Rd
to Willow Grove • MANCHESTER ESTATES

251 Sylvania Pl • $1,599,000 •Dir: Lawrence
to Sylvania • FELLOWSHIP PARTNERS

Please visit these other fine New Homes: 782 W. Broad St. $799,900 • 131 Boyton Ct. $924,900
713 Girard Ave. $1,199,000 • See all our New Homes at: www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westﬁeld Ofﬁce
209 Central Avenue • Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
®

EQUAL HOUSING

REALTOR®

&KDUPDERXQGVLQWKLVSULVWLQH5RRP%5EDWK·VFRORQLDOVHWRQD
TXLHW WUHH OLQHG VWUHHW ZLWKLQ ZDONLQJ GLVWDQFH RI VFKRROV WRZQ DQG 1<&
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ7KLVLVD«µ08676((µKRPH

Offered at $ 585,000.

(908) 233-5555
OPPORTUNITY

625 Kimball Avenue, Westfield

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate
Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

209 Central Ave. Westfield 908-233-5555
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WF U9 Boca Soccer Boys Top
Colonia, Fall to N. Brunswick

THREATENING THE PRINCETON LINE…Maarten Meinesz and the rest of
the Union County Mudturtles’ pack threaten the Princeton line with a driving
maul while scrum half Chris Cook looks on.

Led by coaches Bill Cook, Gary
McIlroy and Mike Beaulieu,
Westfield’s U-9 Boca Junior travel
soccer team defeated Colonia, 4-2,
at Sid Faye Field in Westfield on
October 7 then fell to North
Brunswick, 2-1, on October 8.
Against Colonia, Sam Brown got
the Westfield club off to a fast start
with a quick goal. Jack Cash kept
them in the game with three tough
saves in goal. Kevin Bronander,
Mackey Rembisz and Sam
Konarfsky applied offensive pressure until Jack Gorelick made two
goals to put Westfield up for good.
Cook, Matt McIlroy and Eddy
Encinas secured the defense. Luke

Beaullieu just missed his first goal
of the season before Tyler Roth
scored a late goal.
Cash played strong in goal, shutting out North Brunswick in the
first half. Two quick goals in the
second half had Westfield scrambling. Nick Greenspan and Rembisz
each had strong runs to keep Boca
in the game.
With time winding down Roth
scored a picturesque goal off a free
kick to pull the team within a goal.
The Boca squad seemed energized
with Konarfsky and Matt McIlroy
making some long runs but just
could not put the ball in the goal
before time ran out.

SPF D Grid Kids Defeat
Perth Amboy PAL D, 12-6
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
D football team defeated host Perth
Amboy, 12-6, on October 14 to improve to 5-1.
PerthAmboy started its opening drive
with an eight-yard rush and 34-yard
sweep but SPF defensemen Danny
VanBrunt, Thomas Walker, Gabe
Giovanello, Robert Lewis, Johnny
Horre, Justin Davidson and Brian Heath
stopped the drive on the 18-yard line.
Perth Amboy recovered a fumble on
the SPF 26 but Heath, Walker, Zach
Erickson and Sam McQuoid swiftly
eliminated any hope for a score. The
ball turned back to SPF following three
quick plays and a punt.
James Lettieri, Owen Monahan and
Walker took offensive control to move
the ball down field with four first
downs, culminating Lettieri’s sevenyards touchdown run. Matt Ridge

connected a pass to Heath for 16
yards. Ridge and Joe Pagano alternated at QB to keep Perth Amboy
guessing. As the minutes counted
down to halftime, Sean Duthie,
Davidson, Giovanello and McQuoid
shut down Perth Amboy’s offense in
three quick plays.
James Lettieri started the second
half with 46 yards on six carries to
give the team a 12-0 lead. Tremendous blocking by McQuoid, Will
Rosenberger, Christian Lettieri,
Monhan, Heath, Tyler Bowman and
VanBrunt gave Lettieri the protection
needed to drive another 43 yards before the final whistle.
SPF’s defense during the second
half kept Perth Amboy to one touchdown with great plays by Alex
Mazursky, Jacob Ramos, Alex
Montagna and Charles Taylor.

DIVING FOR THE BALL…Westfield PAL C football team wide receiver Matt
Webb, No. 16, makes a diving attempt at long pass alongside teammate Kevin
Mikovits against Irvington.

Westfield PAL C Triumphs
Over Irvington PAL, 14-12

TOSSING A TOUCHDOWN PASS…Westfield PAL D quarterback Eric Shor
tosses a 75-yard TD pass to Chris Hogge.

827 Dorian Road, Westfield

Open Sunday October 22nd 1— 4

Westfield PAL D falls
To Irvington, 13-7
The Westfield PAL D football team
fell to Irvington, 13-7, in a wellplayed and hard-hitting game at
Kehler Stadium on October 15.
Westfield scored first on a 75-yard
pass from Eric Shor to Chris Hogge,
who made a terrific catch and then
outran the Irvington defenders to the
end zone. Shor ran in the extra point
for a 7-0 lead.
Irvington got on the board following a Westfield fumble deep in
Westfield territory to make the score
at halftime, 7-6. Late in the game,
Irvington scored on a sustained drive
of 65 yards.
Defensively, Michael Hughes had
an exceptional performance. Chris
Sweeney, Brennan Sumner and Chip
Mulrooney had strong games. Patrick
Aslanian had a big hit and tackle to
save a touchdown. Thomas Anderson, David Kane and Hughes had
sacks.

The Westfield PAL C football team
grabbed a 14-12 win over Irvington
on October 15. Kell Dolan, who broke
up plays, and strong defense set the
pace for Westfield’s victory.
Fine offensive blocking from Scott
Toresco, Charlie Callinan, Brenton
Harries and Michael Fitzhenry enabled quarterback Quinn Dursee and
running backs Brian Githens (106yards rushing), Nick Arnold and Kevin
Mikovits to gobble up big yardage.
In the first quarter, Westfield pushed
downfield behind strong blocking
from Frank Pinho and Justin Mitchell.
Dursee then connected with Kevin
Mikovitz for a 14-yard touchdown.
Jake Greenburg added the extra point.
Irvington answered with a long touchdown run at the end of the quarter.
Brett Glenn stuffed Irvington’s extra
point attempt.

In the second quarter, Thomas Ross
made a crushing tackle to force
Irvington to punt. Westfield moved
the ball downfield with four first
downs and 59 yards. Githens scored
the second touchdown. The extra point
was good.
Arnold began with three long carries in third quarter to pickup a first
down but Irvington later took over
possession. Liam Devon and Dillon
Rolnick made some big tackles, but
Irvington scored on a long touchdown pass. The point after failed.
Dursee threw a 21-yard pass to
Glenn in the fourth quarter but
Irvington eventually held. Tough tackling by Matthew Kephart forced
Irvington to throw. With just minutes
left in the game, Irvington threw for a
long pass that was intercepted by
Nicholas LaFace.

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE OF BLUE AND WHITE…Westfield PAL B Blue’s Peter Ondi, No. 37,
is being chased by White’s Ryan Elliott, No. 76. The teams battled to a 0-0 tie.

Watchung Hills Beats
WF Boca Jrs., 1-0
This beautifully updated Colonial enchants you with hardwood floors, chestnut trim, new
sun-catching windows & custom built-ins. The spacious living room with fireplace & formal dining room craft a heartwarming venue. The comfy family room & eat-in kitchen
with butler’s pantry & half bath welcomes all. Relax on the screened porch while looking
out at the yard that offers additional space to entertain. The second floor hosts three bedrooms and an updated full bath with jetted tub. A close to everything location and an
oversized fenced yard with mature plantings & towering trees enhance this lovely setting.
Presented for $568,500. Dir: Rahway to Dorian

Sherrie Natko Sales Associate
908-303-8133, Direct Dial
President’s Club

Beth Sullivan Sales Associate
908-578-3812, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Westfield . . . charming 4 BR, 3 new BTH colonial cape on lrg property.
LR w/frplc, spacious FR w/vaulted ceiling, skylight, Palladian wndw. Lrg
RR, many bay windows, HWFLRS, Jacuzzi & skylt on 2nd fl BTH, CAC,
lrg basement for hobby room, patio, fenced yard.Wlk to sch, library &
twn. $745,000 WSF2006

SECOND DEGREE BLACK BELTS…Father and son, Neil and Geoffrey
Scognamiglio of Westfield have recently earned their Second Degree Black Belt
under the instruction of Masters Jeff and Roxanne Dunn, also of Westfield. Neil
has trained for 6 years and Geoffrey for 9 years. “The best part of all of this is to
be able to train and reach goals together with my children,” said Neil.

Scotch Plains . . . Spacious 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH CH Col on .918 acre w/in
ground pool. Foyer opens to LR w/frplc, holiday sz FDR, FR w/BI’S
& FPL, sunny FLA RM, KIT w/breakfast rm. Expanded BRS, CAC, 2
CG and much more. $725,000 WSF0505

Hye-Young Choi

State Certified Residential
Real Estate Appraiser - Realtor - Broker

Office: 908-301-1533
Cell: 908-305-6732

Direct Line: 908-301-2015
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

Recently renovated Ranch, freshly painted and ready for new
owner. Too many new amenities to mention. Vacant and
available for immediate occupancy! 8 rooms 3 full baths.
Potential for extended family member room with new full bath.
Dramatic 17' X 23' family room with cathedral ceiling. 1/3
acre fenced corner lot! Reduced price: $625,000. Call to see!
Rich Carolan, Real Estate Broker: 908-301-1533.

Richard J. Carolan, SCRREA

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!
email: hye-young@att.net

Westfields Boca Junior U-9
soccer club came up just short, 10, against host Watchung Hills
on October 15. Watchung got an
early goal and hung on.
Sam Konarfsky, Mackey
Rembisz and Sam Brown played
aggressively and kept up the pressure for much of the first half.
Jack Cash continued with his
streak of strong goaltending
keeping the Boca club close early.
In the second half, defenders
Eddy Encinas, Luke Beauleiu and
Nick Greenspan thwarted the
Watchung attack. Jack Gorelick
and Kevin Bronander kept up the
offensive attack but Watchung
held. Billy Cook and Matt
McIlroy split the second half
goaltending duties and each made
tough saves. Tyler Roth made a
long downfield run and just
missed putting in a late goal.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

189 Elm Street Westfield, NJ 07090
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By GOP Freeholder Candidate Pat Quattrocchi

PR Exhausts Grant Money Received
Just when I think I have those wild and
crazy freeholders figured out they amaze
me once again. In a countywide mass
mailing to residents this week they share
with us how proud they are to be one of
only two counties to receive a $104,500
state grant to accelerate a shared services
program. The purpose of shared services
is to save tax dollars with municipalities
and counties partnering together to combine their buying power.
The theory being the same as ShopRite’s annual “Can-Can Sale” when many
of us have shared our buying power with
our friends and neighbors and split a case
of green beans or sauerkraut. Shared Services certainly sounds like a commendable plan to me.
Each fall, conveniently at election time,
the Board of Chosen Freeholders executes
a marketing campaign complete with a
high quality mailing, TV commercial and
assorted fanfare featuring the chairman
of the board, this year Al Mirabella, who
happens to be running for re-election.
The county has on retainer Strategic Media Group of Union City to the tune of
$4,000 a month to provide marketing
services for the month of September, but
that is not all, they also are paying out
$7,800 for video production of the com-

mercial and $152,075 for the purchase of
air time on Comcast and Cablevision for
a total of $163,875.
The marketing campaign gives the appearance of alerting the residents how the
freeholders are saving tax their hardearned tax dollars. But if this recent expenditure is any indication we are in big
trouble. Realize that the Board of Chosen
Freeholders have so far spent $163,875 to
tell us about a $104,000 grant, so much
for the grant. Zip. Gonzo.
Now, was all of this really necessary?
Why not just accept the grant, develop a
press release or two, those are free and
implement the program. But, not in Union
County, not when the board can glean
some free campaign advertising for their
incumbent candidates. The use of taxpayer dollars for campaign advertising is
totally unacceptable and should not be
tolerated.
The GOP team for Freeholder,
Quattrocchi, Mortimer and Barabas believe that only the voters can stop this
madness, we ask for your vote of confidence on November 7 to bring sanity to
the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
Please visit our website at
Unioncountygop.org.

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Diane Barabas

We Need Tax, Pension Reform
Our present Union County government
needs extensive change, if not complete
reform. As freeholder I will work tirelessly to enact honest, fair changes in the
areas of tax policy, pension oversight and
ensure accountability by improving communication to Union County residents.
Tax Policy
In 2005 the County of Union collected
approximately $216 million of your tax
dollars. After speaking to administrators
in various municipalities I’ve found that
many Union County towns get only a
very small percentage back in services.
For example, Westfield and Summit sent
approximately $44 million to the county
in 2005 and only received around $4
million back in county services, around
10 percent. Does this seem fair? Yes,
Summit and Westfield are two of the
more wealthy towns in the county and
should pay their fair share, but many of
these residents are hard-working professionals who deserve more back from the
tax dollars they send to Elizabeth. Moreover, does it make sense for these inequities to exist while county pays upward of
$50,000 to have the rock band Cheap
Trick play for free in Nomahegan Park? I
love the band Cheap Trick, however I
doubt the senior citizens of our county on
a fixed income appreciate their precious
tax dollars being used for this purpose. (I
didn’t see to many of them at the show.)
These are just two minor examples of the
myriad of tax problems, which exist on
the county level.
Pension Oversight
In recent weeks much has been reported regard the significant pension costs
facing the State of New Jersey and the
burden it puts on taxpayers. The StarLedger has reported that early retirement
costs of Union County Employees in 2005
cost Union County $9.3 million instead
of saving $8.5 million as was initially
thought. The Star-Ledger also published
a list of the 200 highest paid government
employees who held multiple jobs on

various levels of government. These combined salary figures significantly compound pension calculations, causing significant increases in pension costs, which
are paid by the taxes of New Jersey residents. On that list were eight individuals
employed in some capacity by Union
County. It is my position that employees
with multiple county/state jobs should
not have their combined salaries used for
lifetime pension calculations. In should
be capped at a particular level. These
types of retirement benefits are unheard
of in the private sector, so I ask why is it
OK for this abuse to occur with our tax
dollars? As freeholder I will focus my
efforts on reducing this benefit in an effort to further save county residents tax
dollars.
Accountability, Communication
When deciding to run for freeholder I
asked myself why do we rarely see the
county publish the county budget figures
detailing where exactly our tax dollars
go? Don’t we have a right to see the
amount of tax dollars being spent on, for
example, county roadwork, in 2005?
Shouldn’t we readily know how much of
our county tax dollars come back to our
municipality? I truly feel their needs to be
better accountability at the Union County
level of government. Increasing accountability starts with communication. As freeholder I vow to open up lines of communications with Union County residents
through development of a more proactive
website, increasing public input sessions
at freeholder meetings and forming resident citizen advisory committees to help
engage in getting feedback from Union
County residents. Moreover, I will ensure
that lists of specific county expenditures,
by municipality, are made available to the
public through media and on the web.
As freeholder I promise to push these
three major agendas within Union County
government. It is time for a change in the
leadership at the county level. I respectfully ask for your vote on November 7.

HOUSE FOR SALE:
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By Fanwood Council Candidate Rich Alber

Time to Take a Stand

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

MEET THE DEMS…Fanwood Democrats held a meet-and-greet event at the
Mirabella household on September 25. Pictured are: (first row) Kathy Mitchell,
Donna Dolce, Joe Higgins, Colleen Mahr, Bette Jane Kowalski and Bill Populus;
(second row) Al Mirabella, Dave Valian and Jack Molenaar.

Fanwood Dems Host Meet-and-Greet
For Borough Council Candidates
FANWOOD — On Monday,
September 25, Fanwood residents
gathered for a casual dinner at the
Fanwood home of Al and Phyllis
Mirabella to meet the local Democratic candidates running for council. The house event attracted more
than 50 people to support Donna
Dolce, current council president,
and David Valian, candidate for
township council.
The event was family-friendly and
included supporters of all ages. It
was an opportunity for residents to
meet and hear the candidates speak.

Residents also had an opportunity to ask questions. Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
who is also running for reelection,
and Union County Freeholder ViceChairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski
were among other local elected officials. Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Council members Jack
Molenaar, Kathy Mitchell, Joe
Higgins and Joan Wheeler also attended. In addition, former
Fanwood Councilman Bill Populus
was there to support his fellow
Democrats.
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As the election draws closer and closer,
I wanted to take a moment to thank the
residents of Fanwood I’ve had the pleasure of meeting while campaigning the
past few months. Your candor and feedback has been extremely enlightening
and is greatly appreciated. My running
mate, Andy MacDonald, and I feel the
same level of frustration that so many of
you have expressed during our conversations.
Increasing property taxes, stagnant
development, ambiguous programs, and
the continuous scandals at all levels of
state and federal government have left a
bitter taste in all our mouths. On November 7, the opportunity exists to finally
say, “Enough is enough” and take a stand
against the “Status Quo” in New Jersey.
The “Status Quo” has been repeating
over and over again that property tax
relief is coming. The state has even been
gracious enough to increase the scope
and size of the sales tax to help us out.
How is increasing sales tax going to reduce the overall tax burden of the residents of Fanwood; especially since budgets at all levels continue to climb higher
and higher each year? In Fanwood alone,
we have seen a budget increase of over 11
percent within the last three years (Municipal Budgets 2005 and 2006 – Summary of Appropriations). When is it going to stop? We need representatives on
the council that have the background and
the moral courage to stop the spending
sprees and waste taking place at every
level of government.
Stopping the spending and waste is a
difficult task in Fanwood because we
currently have a council that is entirely
controlled by one party. There can be no
true oversight with one party rule. Far too
many residents are left without representation and a voice. Fanwood needs to
have representation of both parties on the
council to have a truly effective governing body. I urge the residents of Fanwood
to see past party lines and take a look at
the people you are electing. Do they have
the ability to work well with others and
openly listen to alternative points of view,
or do they drive others away from serving

and fail to listen?
For those of you who haven’t had the
opportunity to meet me, I want you to
know that I served my country for nine
years as a finance officer in the United
States Marine Corps. Over the course of
those nine years I’ve served as a deputy
finance officer of a large Marine Corps air
station, a budget analyst in the Pentagon
and as a comptroller of a recruiting district that covered 11 states, 250 facilities,
and over 700+ personnel with a budget of
over $13 million. I now work for a Big 4
accounting firm auditing global financial
services organizations.
I have gained tremendous experience
in the areas of budget formulation, budget
execution, program analysis and project
management, and I want to use my knowledge to serve the residents of Fanwood.
The residents of Fanwood have an opportunity to send a message to the current
leadership of the borough, county, and
state by electing representatives that believe in accountability and selfless service; regardless of the political machine
above them. I take the responsibility of
being a good steward of taxpayer dollars
very seriously. My years in the Marine
Corps taught me that integrity, commitment, and courage aren’t merely words they are a way of life. I also learned that
leaders must be accountable for their actions or inactions in some cases. If elected
I promise that I will always be accountable for my actions and have the moral
courage to do the right thing. Andy
MacDonald and I are those candidates.

Reading is Good For You
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

640 RAHWAY AVENUE, WESTFIELD

12 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC
transportation. This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room
w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent
Family Room opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property, hdwd flrs,
central air, MBR & updated bathroom.
Offered for $849,000

Situated on park-like property on a quiet street, this spacious & tastefully decorated 10
room home offers close proximity to the elementary school. This authentic Tudor
boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor
Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood floors w/cherry
Offered for $929,000
inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.

650 GLEN AVENUE, WESTFIELD

341 WEST DUDLEY AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Pristine and updated Colonial offers ideal location on a quiet street within walking
distance to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation. This fine 4 bedroom
home boasts a new eat-in Kitchen w/Corian counters, new Baths, Master Bedroom
Suite, first floor Family Room with fireplace, Recreation Room, hardwood floors and
central air.
Offered for $659,000

Impeccably appointed Center Hall Colonial situated on 1/3 acre of manicured
grounds. This tastefully decorated residence effortlessly combines sophistication,
warmth & style. Displaying traditional architecture & exquisite appointments, all of the
rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining & ease of everyday living.

547 Washington Street, Westfield
Great Neighborhood
Walk to Train, Town, Schools & Parks

$408,000 • (732) 996-6613

Offered for $1,179,000

Westfield
Welcome to this classic Colonial home in the heart of Wychwood. This
idyllic setting is just one of the outstanding features of this gracious four
bedroom, three and two half bath home. The gourmet Kitchen features
double wall oven, granite countertops and eat-in area. Other amenities
include three fireplaces enhancing the Living Room, Family Room and
basement Recreation Room, formal Dining Room, heated Florida Room,
first floor Laundry Room, magnificent Master Bedroom suite with cathedral
and exposed beam ceiling and Bath with glass stall shower and dual
vanities. An attached two-car garage completes the package all set on a
lovely landscaped property with patio and privacy fence. This distinctive
home is a short walk to Wilson Elementary School. $1,590,000 WSF0830

KATHY SHEA

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School. This
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished
Recroom in basement, hardwood floors & central air.
Offered for $800,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

E mail: kathyshea@aol.com
website: www.realestatenjhomes.com
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield
street. Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with
wood burning fireplace. This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air &
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck
overlooking manicured grounds.
Offered for $819,000

Coldwell Banker

Sales Associate
CELL PHONE: 908-930-9058
DIRECT: 908-301-2020

WESTFIELD OFFICE

955 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD

908-233-5555

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Recent Home Sales
WESTFIELD:
King Yee and Jouce Wong Yee to
Allan Chrone, 772 Prospect Street,
$775,000.
Oleita C. and Thomas C. Phelan to
James and Kimberly Peterson, 257
Kimball Avenue, $1,356,000.
James and Maria Antokas to Thomas and Juliet T. Passante, 512 Alden
Avenue, $1,200,000.
Scott and Stacey Stogner to James
and Linda Niva, 437 Mountain Avenue, $570,000.
Dorothy L. Hamilton and Frederick
W. Schaefer, Jr. to Andrew Hays and
Heather Hayes, 1061 Wychwood
Road, $1,228,500.
Wilfred and Diana M. Chabrier to
Anthony Buontempo, 201 Baker Avenue, $900,000.
Marie L. Hollander and Marc O.
Hollander to Carol and Geoffrey Aberdeen, 322 Lawrence Avenue,
$1,050,000.
Virginia D. Rorden to Joaquim A.
Cardona, 224 Prospect Street,
$395,000.
Thomas and Reiko Yanagi to

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
By Scotch Plains DEM Council Candidates
Taxes, Maintenance, Employee Management

Michael Parrish and Florance Tam,
446 Grove Street, West, $782,500.
Laurence R. Markham to Thoracic
Holdings, LLC, 126 South Avenue,
East and 433 Central Avenue,
$1,295,000.
Franklin F. and Patricia F. Decker
to Michael Mahoney, LLC, 649
Fourth Avenue, $925,000.
Leonard M. and Patricia J. Duca to
James and Kimberly Peterson, 930
Coolidge Street, $603,716.
Kenneth Metz to John and Caryn
Fitzgerald, 938 Coolidge Street,
$1,320,000.
Adam M. Steckler to Viktor and
Zhanna Turchyn, 208 Myrtle Avenue,
$360,000.
Christopher J. and Christine A.
McHugh to Richard M. and Melissa
S. Nuttal, 1260 Rahway Avenue,
$425,000.
William D. and Pamela L. Treut to
Lynn A. Stroup and Pierre Sequin,
955 New England Drive, $1,190,000.
Glenn and Lourdes Stern to Linda
Adolph, 113 Virginia Street,
$775,000.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

The Democratic candidates for Scotch
Plains Township Council, Neal
LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff Strauss,
wish to respond to their opponents’ call to
pledge to retain Thomas Atkins as Township Manager, as the Republican opponents have done.
It is unfortunate that the Republicans
have chosen to embarrass Mr. Atkins in
this way. The issues in this campaign are
high municipal-tax increases, lack of
maintenance for municipal properties and
poor management of employee issues.
What the Democratic candidates do pledge
is to address these problems and do what
is best for Scotch Plains.
It is the township council that hires the
township manager, sets the policy for the
manager to follow and to whom the manager reports. It is the council members
who are ultimately responsible. If we are
to address these problems, it is the current
council members who must be replaced.
The Republican incumbents were
elected to office four years ago on a
pledge to stabilize taxes. However in their
first year in office, the municipal tax was
raised 16.9 percent, the largest increase in
Scotch Plains history. In the four years
since their election, the municipal tax has
increased 31 percent.
During our opponents term we have
seen a continuation of the neglect of township-owned properties to the point that
there is to be a $3-million renovation of
Town Hall. They chose to spend $1 million of that just to change the way the
front of the building looks. Why the extra

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

By Scotch Plains GOP Council Candidates

expense when our property tax is already
so high? The public works building is
also in bad shape, and it’s said you will be
drier standing outside when it rains.
Management of employee issues has
been a disaster. Because of mistreatment by management, four police officers had no recourse but to bring a lawsuit
against the township, which ultimately
resulted in an expenditure of more than
$490,000. With proper management this
would have been avoided. Some of the
officers have since been passed over for
promotion. One of the police officers
was fired from his job on the allegation
that he is physically unfit for duty, yet he
is fit enough for full-time duty in the
United States Army and is scheduled to
be shipped to Iraq later this month. He
was required to change from reserve to
full-time duty in the Army to support his
family when the township fired him.
Retaliation should not be a policy of
management.
Not having learned its lesson regarding employee relations, the head of the
Clinton Township Department of Public
Works was hired to run the Scotch Plains
DPW while the Clinton DPW was
troubled and under criminal investigation. Indeed, he was hired rather than
promote a qualified long-term Scotch
Plains DPW worker who lives in Scotch
Plains and happens to be African-American. Morale in our DPW has since plummeted and one worker was suspended
after he complained to Mr. Atkins about
the deplorable conditions and abuse.
The Republican township council abdicated its responsibility to supervise
Mr. Atkins, and it appears it is their goal
to allow these problems to persist. Surely,
they must go. As to Mr. Atkins, his
responsibility for the above must be fairly
reviewed and any action must be based
on an objective evaluation of his performance.
Clearly, change is needed to achieve
improvement. The needed change will
come with the election of Mr. LeStrange,
Mr. Glover and Mr. Strauss. Our pledge
is to work for the change that will bring
better local government and a better life
in Scotch Plains.

A Recreation Success Story
For the last several years a concerted
effort has been made to bring Scotch
Plains’ municipal recreational facilities
to a level where the community can take
great pride.
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge stated,
“The real progress for our parks and
playgrounds started a few years before I
joined the township council in 2003.
However, I realize how important it is to
continue that progress because it contributes greatly to the quality of life in
the township. We have seen renovations
and upgrades to Jerseyland, Farley and
Kramer Manor Parks and a new facility
created at Memorial Field on Plainfield
Avenue. The Field of Dreams joint
project with Fanwood, Union County
and the board of education at the Park
Middle School fields has been recognized as a model for intergovernmental
cooperation throughout New Jersey.
“Right now we are seeing construction
of a brand new ballpark at the vo-tech on
Raritan Road and a new Little League
field underway on the north side of Route
22. Plans for an artificial turf field at the
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary,
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(ii). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it are available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-973
AWARDED TO: Pino Consulting
Group, Inc., (PCG) West Winsor, New
Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of conducting Revenue Enhancement review to maximize Union County’s reimbursement. The
vendor was only responder to an RFP
COSTS: and the contract is at no cost to
the County.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $22.95

south-side ball field have met with preliminary approval from the council, and
after interacting with that neighborhood
we are hopeful that this project can begin
in 2007. It looks like we will be getting a
new park facility at the Ponderosa property on Cooper Road as well.”
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool said,
“While many associate recreation success stories with new and upgraded ball
fields, we cannot forget that our recreation department also advocates for our
senior citizens. We worked hard to get a
new state-of-the-art senior bus and an
expanded program to get our seniors to
important medical appointments, shopping and other activities. I am really excited about the prospect of establishing a
much-deserved senior center at the Ponderosa Park. I am pleased that the committee appointed by the Union County
freeholders unanimously promoted the
senior center.
“The fact that the township council’s
offer to fund the establishment of the
center was met with appreciation from
members of the freeholder board is promising. I am also quite proud of our summer
concert series that is overseen by our
recreation department and has grown in
popularity every year.”
Rich Duthie, the third member of the
GOP council candidate team, added, “We
cannot lose sight of the fact that our
recreation director, Ray Poerio, his staff
and our recreation commission have been
instrumental in achieving past success
stories and will continue the work that
will bring our facilities to a level we can
all be proud of. They work real hard and
do not get the appreciation they deserve.
Additionally, they have been quite innovative in their approach to our recreation
facilities. The new miniature golf course
at Scotch Hills that just had a very successful grand opening is projected to bring
in a good deal of revenue that will cover
construction costs and then be a constant
source of revenue for the taxpayers of
Scotch Plains.
“This is the kind of forward thinking we
expect from our municipal staff and makes
Scotch Plains a better place,” he said.

OPEN HOUSE:
Sun. 10/22 1-4PM

230 Golf Edge Drive, Westfield
WESTFIELD — Elegant home in private Wychwood area of Westfield, 5/6 bedrooms,
on Cul-De-Sac, perfect for children. Brand new edition and renovation just completed.
A few of the character features include: Balconies, extensive stone work, custom
moldings inside and out. Wrap-around porches, and Terrace with decorative Balusters.
Gorgeous flared staircase with Waines Cotting, carved spindles and heavy hand rail.
Tasteful faux painting and hardwood floors throughout. Top of the line French doors
and windows, finished basement with family room and full bath. $1,895,000

Realtors Welcome • All Offers will be considered
For virtual tour please visit
www.ContinentalRealEstate.com/108967

Call: 917-363-4018 or 908-337-2374

362 Orenda Circle,
Westfield

415 Woodland Avenue,
Westfield

GRACIOUS AND SPACIOUS:
This four bedroom two and onehalf bath colonial offers an
updated eat-in-kitchen, family
room with fireplace, formal living
room, dining room with built in
corner cabinet, finished
basement, hardwood floors, and
a beautiful private yard on a lot
size of 130 x 125. $899,900

Overlooking EchoLake Country
Club, this meticulous colonial
dates from the 1770s It is in
impeccable condition offering
yesterday’s charm with today’s
c o n ve n i e n c e s. T h r e e / Fo u r
bedrooms, three full baths, eat in
kitchen with fireplace, den with
fireplace, large master bedroom
suite. $749,900

Kay Gragnano
Sales Associate
908-301-2036: Office Direct
908-233-7922: Fax

230 Edgewood Road,
Westfield
Stately 1914 Victorian Colonial
with Natural chestnut trim
throughout. Five bedrooms,
two and one-half baths,
updated eat-in-kitchen with
sliders to the deck. This home
sits on a lot size of 50 x 251
Walk to all Westfield amenities.
$719,900
WESTFIELD OFFICE
209 CENTRAL AVENUE
908-233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE
908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005

OneOf A Kind Colonial

C

lassic architectural design and magnificent detail are the hallmarks of this spectacular
colonial. Surrounded by other estate properties, this five bedroom, four full and two half bath
home is nestled in Westfield’s Indian Forest neighborhood. Call John Wiley for floor plans and
brochures; (908) 812-3000. Asking $3,000,000. WSF0225

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555
© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

This captivating Westfield Colonial, located at 644 Arlington Avenue, will enchant you with
a classic ambiance derived from beautiful vintage charm & modern amenities. Rich architectural details such as: hardwood floors, box beam ceilings, moldings & abundant windows craft a gracious interior. The new gourmet granite accented kitchen with commercial
grade appliances blends seamlessly with the living room & formal dining room. The master
bedroom boasts a luxurious bath while three more sizable bedrooms welcome your family.
A sunny family room, enclosed porch, superbly landscaped grounds that are adorned with a
koi pond & beautiful foliage and a close to everything location blend to offer an incomparable manner of living. Presented for $985,000.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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WATER FRONT PROPERTY

BEDROOM SET

Beach Haven West / LBI
Auction Pricing For 30 Days Only!
50' X 80' Seconds to Open Bay.
Must Be Sold or
will be returned to Estate.
$429,000 reduced to $375,000.
Call Bill (732) 261-4650

7 pcs. Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and 2 nite stands.
Value $2400, Sell $1075
Call (732) 259-6690

HOUSE FOR RENT

DINING ROOM

Double pedestal table
6 chairs and Hutch/Buffet.
Value $3000, sell $1475.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

Westfield: 3 BR w/ Master Suite;
2.5 Baths, Eat-in-Kit, LR, DR;
Garage, bsmt, close to train.
$2300 per month.
Call (908) 654-0919

$125 Queen pillow top,
brand new in factory plastic.
Can deliver
(732) 259-6690

OPEN HOUSE 10/22 1-4PM

HOUSEKEEPING

North Edsion, FSBO, Desirable,
Timberline, End Unit, Minutes to
Westfield, 3BR, 2.5 Bath, Deck
front & back, det. Gararge, tennis
& pool, 181 Hidden Hollow Ct.
$479K
(908) 723-1164

Own transportation, flexible hours,
excellent references, move-in/out
clean ups, small offices.
Call Cathy (908) 868-0371 or
e-mail: sshine_it@yahoo.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Good Condition
Baby Grand
$800 - $1200
Foster Piano
Call (908) 232-6565

Family with 2 toddlers needs a
babysitter/nanny on Tue (11:307) & Th (11:30-5). Must drive,
have car, clean driving record &
ref. Please call or e-mail Lauren at
(908) 246-0987 or
415hammer@comcast.net
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

Will clean your house,
apartment, condo. Reliable,
reasonable rates. Clean inside
the refrigerator, stove oven.
Call me! (973) 583-5570. Neide
HOME SERVICES

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Refinished, 1 year no interest
financing available.
Free Estimate & Application.
Call (908) 753-9638
Ad#WA
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-987
amending (Resolution No. 2005-1190)
AWARDED TO: Direct Supply, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
SERVICE: for the purchase of hospital
supplies and equipment for Occupational
Therapy
PERIOD: January1, 2006- December
31, 2006
COSTS: in an additional amount of
$3,000 for a new total contract amount of
$66,000
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PIANO FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-984
AWARDED TO: Leevon N. Coles,
Plainfield, New Jersey
SERVICE: to continue to provide religious services for the Protestant residents/
patients at Runnells Specializes Hospital
PERIOD: November 1, 2006-October31,
2007
COSTS: in an amount of $8,000
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42
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CLASSIFIEDS
CUSTOM AUDIO & VIDEO
LCD & PLASMA TVs
Turn-key installation of LCD &
Plasma TVs. Includes television, speakers, cables, wiring we take care of everything. We
also install multi-zone audio
systems fea-turing 100 CD
changers, satellite radio, IPOD
connectivity - all operated via
touch screen key pads.
NO ONE WILL BEAT OUR
PRICE! CALL RICH AT
(908) 377-4711
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-983
AWARDED TO: Rabbi Moshe A.
Abramowitz, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICE: to continue to provide religious services for the Jewish residents/
patients at Runnells Specializes Hospital
PERIOD: November 1, 2006-October31,
2007
COSTS: in an amount of $6,000
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $21.42

SPECIAL EVENTS / PR

Event Planner, Fundraiser &
Public Relations Exec.
Experienced take charge person
- detail oriented.
Must know Word & Excel.
Paid benefits PT or FT
edurner@evergreenpr.com
fax (908) 322-5802

Weic he r t

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
NOVEMBER 2, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the following appeal:

Weic he r t

Jon DeBaro, for a Temporary Operating Permit to allow parking of a commercial vehicle in the parking area of
Crestwood Commons, 2219 North Avenue,
Block 7601, Lot 14, Scotch Plains. Permission, if granted, is pursuant to Section
23-4.3 of the Zoning Ordinance allowing
for temporary permission for a period not
to exceed one (1) year.

PART TIME HELP

editor@goleader.com

Part-time receptionist for
Westfield health facility. Greet
patients, schedule appointments,
answer phones, clean treatment
rooms. Some office & computer
exp. 15-20 hours week.
Send cover letter & resume to
centerforacupuncture@gmail.com
or fax (908) 654-4633

Weichert

WANTED - Full-time receptionist
for busy occupational / physical
therapy practice. Some evenings
and
traveling
required.
Fax resume to (908) 654-1327

HELP WANTED
P/T CAFETERIA HELP

Westfield School District. M-F. No
nights or weekends. Perfect for
individuals with school children.
Chartwells, 550 Dorian Rd,
Westfield, NJ. (908) 233-6584
EOE

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

Open House: Sun. 10/22 1-5PM

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

C ongratulations

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-23-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

MACHINIST - FT. Automation
Co. in Springfield seeking a
machinist. 5 yrs. exp. req’d. Ability
to fabricate & modify parts to make
or repair machine tools and work
with a Lathe a must. Exc. pay.
Fax resume (973) 376-8265
Attn: Rosemarie Kramer

Weic he r t

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Acting Secretary
1 T - 10/19/06, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on October 12, 2006. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, NJ between the hours of 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.
This ordinance amends Section 10,
Chapter 12 of the Borough Code relating
to Construction fees.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on November 13,
2006, 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 10/19/06, The Times Fee: $18.89

HELP WANTED

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Hye-Young Choi

Kimberley Haley

Frank D. Isoldi

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

WESTFIELD . . . Distinctive Custom Westfield Residence by Scutti Home Construction.
Featuring unparalleled craftsmanship & value. 5 bedroom, 5 full bath Colonial with
hardwood floors throughout, with mahogany inlays in dining room, family room, &
first floor bedroom / office. Eat-in kitchen with granite countertops & oversized
walk-in pantry. Large master suite features 2 large walk-in closets & master bath
including Kohler corner Jacuzzi type tub & separate stall shower with multiple body
jets. Dual zone CAC & gas heat, Marvin windows throughout. 30-year Timberline
roof, Hardie-Plank ™ exterior with cultured stone façade & porch, park-like backyard
with stone steps to paver patio. Oversized 2-car garage with 14’ ceiling & ample
storage. $1,100,000 DIR: Springfield Ave. to #50 Michael Dr. (052001346)

weichert.com

Call For
More Information!

Invite Erik in,
and he’ll bring results!

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
1-888-317-5416

Erik Farber

The fastest, simplest, most convenient way home

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Goods & Services You Need!

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor
SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”
TEL: (201) 955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

“Buy FACTORY DIRECT AND

SAVE THOUSANDS!!”
Authorized Factory Designers
On Staff
FREE

FACTORY DIRECT

SHIPPING
WITH AD

CUSTOM KITCHEN CABINETRY

Call (908) 358-0008
◆ Showroom Hours by Appointment ◆

Bathrooms
For All
Budgets
Free Estimates
Free Design Ideas

732-667-7262

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

689589

EVERYTHING
BUT THE ROOF
Bathrooms • Kitchens
Decks • Painting • Tile
Basements & More!

B&L Properties, LLC

908-472-4095
Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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Spinal Tap, Shearer
Headline Kean Film Fest.
UNION – Premiere Stages, the professional Actors’ Equity Association
(AEA) theatre program at Kean University, announced its second annual
Purple Violet Film Festival, featuring
three evenings of screened films in
multiple genres and various levels of
development on October 18, 19 and 20.
Friday, October 20 headlines Harry
Shearer, the voice of Mr. Burns, Smithers
and Ned Flanders, among others, on
“The Simpsons” and as the dimly
thoughtful bass player Derek Smalls in
the modern classic This is Spinal Tap.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
November 2, 2006, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the following appeal:
Westfield Hall, Inc., for 2265 South
Avenue, Block 8201, Lot 14, B-2 Zone for
a Use Variance and Waiver of Site Plan to
convert the former Friendly’s Restaurant
into a House of Worship. Permission if
granted is pursuant to Section 23-5.2,
Permitted Conditional Uses:
23-5.2(b)1-By Laws must be submitted:: None submitted
23-5.2(b)1(a)(b)-Applicant bona-fide
non-profitand does not engage in sales of
products: To be considered by Board
23-5.2(b)2-Min. 3 acre lot with 150 feet
width: Existing & Proposed 23,836 square
feet
23-5.2(b)4-No building located within
60 feet of a street line nor 50 feet of a side
or rear line: Existing front setback 10.8
feet. Existing west side setback 10.62.
23-5.2(b)5-Off street parking within 30
feet of a property line: Parking exists on
rear and east side of lot less than 30 feet.
23-5.2(b)5-Landscape plantings provided in sufficient quantities to preclude
transmission of headlight glare or other
lighting to adjacent properties: None provided
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Barbara Horev
Acting Secretary
1 T - 10/19/06, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE

During the Purple Violet Film Festival, student filmmakers selected for
screening will have the opportunity
to “pitch” their works. Selected works
will be presented at the University
Center Little Theatre at Kean University.
On October 18, films selected as
finalists in the student category will be
screened in the Little Theatre beginning at 7 p.m.
The festival panel of judges will
attend the screenings and meet at the
end of the evening to select a winner in
the student category.
The audience will also be asked to
figure in the judging by selecting an
Audience Favorite. The film the audience selects will have the equivalent
of one panel vote toward its selection
as winner. The winning film in the
student category will have a subsequent formal screening on October
19 along with the winners in the documentary and feature categories.
On October 19, beginning at 6 p.m.,
the student finalists from the evening
prior will be invited to a free “pitch”
session with panelists. The winner in
the student category, along with the
winners in the professional documentary and feature categories, will receive
formal screenings beginning at 7 p.m.
The three winning films will each
receive a cash prize of $1,000 and a
framed certificate of recognition. A
reception for the filmmakers will follow the screenings and certificate presentation.
On October 20, This is Spinal Tap
will be screened, with Mr. Shearer
serving as the featured guest. A question-and-answer session with Mr.
Shearer follows the screening. A catered reception honoring him and Spinal Tap concludes the evening.
To receive a specific schedule of
events, call (908) 737-4092.
Festival passes are $15 and allow
admittance to all festival events. To
order tickets, call the Wilkins Theatre
Box Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469)
or visit kean.edu/premierestages.
PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ORDINANCE NO: 638-2006
INTRO DATE: 9/28/2006
FINAL ADOPTION: 10/12/2006
was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at a
REGULAR MEETING on September 28th, 2006 and said Ordinance has been published with Notice of Introduction there of and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on October 12th 2006, and the 20 day period of
limitations within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
Ordinance can be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this
statement.
Nicole L. DiRado Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF UNION PROHIBITING REGISTERED SEX OFFENDERS FROM LOITERING WITHIN 300 FEET OF ANY
COUNTY-OWNED, PLAYGROUNDS, BALL FIELDS OR RECREATIONAL
AREAS
WHEREAS, the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union desires to protect
the health, safety and welfare of children within the County of Union by prohibiting
registered sex offenders from loitering within 300 feet of any County-owned playgrounds,
ball fields or recreational areas; and
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of Chosen Freeholders to protect and insure
the health, safety and welfare of children within the County and not to penalize registered
sex offenders.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, as follows:

The Laws of Union County, Chapter 115 – “Safety Code” shall be amended as specified
below:
CHAPTER 115, SAFETY CODE
(Articles I through VII remain unchanged. Article VIII below is a new section in its
entirety.)
ARTICLE VIII, REGISTERED SEX OFFENDER PROHIBITION ZONES
[Adopted 10-12-2006 by Ord. No. 638]
§ 115-55. Findings and Declarations.
The Board of Chosen Freeholders finds and declares that the health, safety, and
welfare of the children will be enhanced by prohibiting registered sex offenders from
loitering within 300 feet of any playground, ball field or recreational area within the County
of Union.
§ 115-56. Definitions.
As used in this chapter the following terms shall have the meaning indicated:
REGISTERED SEX OFFENDER – Any person over the age of 18 who is required
to register pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:7-1, et seq., the New Jersey Sex Offender Registration and Notification Statute (“Megan’s Law”).
LOITERING – Whether on foot or in a motor vehicle, a person who wanders or
remains idle in essentially one location, sits, lounges, loafs, walks about aimlessly, or
repeatedly frequents the same location, or repeatedly circles in a motor vehicle.
PROHIBITED AREA – The area within 300 feet of any County owned playground, ball field or recreational area. The prohibited area includes but is not limited to
the following places:
* Ball fields (including those fields utilized for baseball, softball, football, soccer
and the like)
* Playgrounds (any and all County-owned playgrounds contained in any Countyowned park)
* Recreational areas (including but not limited to the following County-owned
facilities: swimming pools, Warinanco Skating Center, Watchung Stables, boat
houses, dog parks, County golf courses, Trailside Nature and Science Center)
PROHIBITED AREA MAP – A map approved and adopted pursuant to this
Section depicting the prohibited area.
§ 115-57. Adoption of Prohibited Area Map.
The prohibited area map prepared by the Union County Engineer and adopted by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders by a resolution and as may be amended from time to time
by resolution, depicting the locations and areas within the County property which
comprise playgrounds, ball fields and recreational areas and all areas within 300 feet
from such properties, shall be kept on file with the County Clerk and shall serve as an
official finding and record of the prohibited area.
§ 115-58. Loitering Prohibited.
A registered sex offender shall not loiter within any prohibited area.
§ 115-59. Exceptions.
A. Any person who is required to serve a sentence at a jail, prison, juvenile facility or
other correctional institution or facility which is located within a prohibited area.
B. Any person who is both a record title owner and an occupant of a residence within
the prohibited area as of the date of the adoption of this Chapter.
§ 115-60. Enforcement.
This section shall be enforced by the Union County Police Department. The Chief of
Police shall cause a copy of this section and the prohibited area map to be provided to
each registered sex offender who has registered under Megan’s Law and who is residing
within the County of Union.
§ 115-61. Defenses.
It shall be no defense to prosecution for a violation of this section that the actor was
unaware that the prohibited conduct occurred within a prohibited area, nor shall it be a
defense to prosecution under this section that no juveniles were present within any
prohibited area at the time of this offense. To the extent that a registered sex offender has
not registered under Megan’s Law, it shall not be a defense to prosecution under this
section that the registered sex offender was not provided with a copy of this section or
the prohibited area map.
§ 115-62. Use of Prohibited Area Map.
In a prosecution under this section, a true copy of the prohibited area map shall, upon
proper authentication, be admissible and shall constitute prima facie evidence of the
location and boundaries of the prohibited area. Nothing in this section shall be construed
to preclude the prosecution from introducing or relying upon any other evidence or
testimony to establish any element of this offense; nor shall this section be construed to
preclude the use or admissibility of any map or diagram other than the one which has
been approved by the Board of Chosen Freeholders.
§ 115-63. Violations and Penalties.
Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction of a first
offense, be punished by a fine of not less than $100.00, nor more than $1,250.00 and/
or by imprisonment or community service not exceeding 90 days.
§ 115-64. Repeat Offender.
In addition to any fine or other penalty imposed for a violation of this ordinance, any
person who is convicted of violating this section within one (1) year of the date of a
previous violation of this Section shall be sentenced to an additional fine of $1,250.00.
§ 115-65. Effect on Other Ordinances.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed to the
extent of such inconsistency.
§ 115-66. Severability.
If any portion of this ordinance shall be determined to be invalid, such determination
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of said ordinance.
This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication in accordance with
law.
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader
Fee: $187.68

Vic’
ks
Vic’ss Pic
Picks
Beethoven
By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ludwig van Beethoven was a genius.
It’s a bold statement, to be sure, but
at the turn of the 19th century,
Beethoven profoundly changed the
ways in which music was written and
performed, and his seemingly limitless talent could not be bound even by
his own eventual deafness.
His tortured life inspired incredibly
passionate, innovative compositions that
challenged his musicians, his audiences
and his contemporaries. His music –
beautiful, complex and brilliant – defied
conventions and paved the way for the
Romantic era of the 19th century.
He has left us some of the most
famous melodies in history – Billy
Joel based “This Night” on a phrase
from Beethoven’s Pathetique sonata,
the “Ode to Joy” taken from the final
chorus of the Ninth Symphony comes
standard with most cell phones as a
ringtone, and possibly every cartoon
ever has at some point drawn on the
ominous opening melody of the Fifth
Symphony for effect.
To convey a meaninful picture of the
incredible power of Beethoven’s symphonies in one column would be im-

possible; it’s too rich a topic to be
handled in a topical manner. So the
New Jersey Symphony Orchestra’s
2006-2007 concert season is this music
nerd’s dream come true. This season,
the orchestra will perform all nine of
Beethoven’s groundbreaking symphonies, spread throughout the year on
different concert programs. It will be an
extraordinary series to follow; some of
these symphonies are among the most
lasting musical works of all time, and
all are wonderfully unique. TheWestfield
Leader and The Times will follow these
performances throughout the year.
Tomorrow night, the symphony will
present “Beethoven: Route 1 & 9,” a
fitting program on multiple levels.
Aside from the title’s clever allusion
to Jersey driving, the pairing of the
mythic composer’s first and last symphonies, written 24 years apart, will
kick off an ambitious music season
by giving tremendous insight into the
profound ways in which Beethoven
matured as a composer and forever
changed the symphonic form.
What an exciting way to experience the work of a prolific musical
genius. For details and tickets, visit
njsymphony.org.

Poet David Tucker to Read
At Art, Healing Conference
ELIZABETH – Poet and newspaper editor David Tucker will open the
third annual regional Arts and Healing Conference with a reading from
his new book, “Late for Work.”
“Language and the Mind: An Arts &
Well Being Initiative” will take place
on Friday, November 3, from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at the Hilton Hotel, 1170
Spring Street (Route One) in Elizabeth.
The conference features six concurrent workshops during the day exploring language as a successful strategy in
working with well-aging, healing
trauma, people with special needs, children in schools, restoring mental health/
treating substance abuse and conquering compassion fatigue (burn out).
CEUs are available at no extra charge
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 06-21-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE NO. 06-17-R OF
THE FANWOOD BOROUGH
CODE TO REVISE THE MINIMUM SEWER USER CHARGE
AND THE BASIS FOR WATER CONSUMPTION IN THE
BOROUGH FOR NON-RESIDENTIAL USERS
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 12, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 10/19/06, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2006-985
amending (Resolution No. 2006-635)
AWARDED TO: List of pre-qualified
practitioners
SERVICE: who provide professional
medical services for the patients/residents
of at Runnells Specialized Hospital
PERIOD: July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Thursday, September 7, 2006 memorialized the
following Board action taken on October 5,
2006:
04-19(V) JOSEPH A. BUONTEMPO,
728-734 SOUTH AVENUE,
WEST, BLOCK 2510, LOTS 5
& 6 SEEKING AMENDMENT
TO PRELIMINARY AND FINAL
MAJOR SITE PLAN APPROVED ON JANUARY 6,
2005 AND MEMORIALIZED
ON FEBRUARY 7, 2005. Plans
drawn by Edward S. Dec,
Guarriello & Dec Associates,
LLC, 131 North Michigan Avenue, Kenilworth, New Jersey,
dated March 20, 2004 latest revision date February 14, 2005
Sheets 1-7.
APPLICANT PROPOSES TO
LEASE THE ENTIRE FIRST
FLOOR RETAIL SPACE
(3,929, SQUARE FEET) TO
GALAXY NAILS AND SPA
CORPORATION (“Galaxy”).
GALAXY PROPOSES TO OCCUPY THE ENTIRE FIRST
FLOOR WITH UP TO 8 SALON
OPERATORS. Plans drawn
(proposed interior floor plan) by
S. Joseph Termotto, Architects
& Planners, 560 Sylvan Avenue,
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey,
dated August 21, 2006 one
sheet.
Applicant seeks variances from
the following:
List of New C.40:55D70c Variances Requested:
Section 17.02A1 of the Land
use Ordinance. Ordinance requires the required number of
parking spaces at 36. Applicant
proposes 26 parking spaces.
Section 17.02B4 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires the required number of
parking spaces at 40. Applicant
proposes 26 parking spaces.
Application approved with conditions.
Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $48.96

for professional development credit.
There also will be a panel discussion,
“Vision of the Future,” with experts
about programs in language and healing, moderated by Martin Farawell,
associate poetry director of the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Program,
who previously taught writing and literature for 12 years. He is the author of
“Genesis: A Sequence of Poems” and a
frequent Pushcart Prize nominee.
The conference will conclude with
open readings at the Poetry Café, moderated by William Higginson of Summit, the conference poet-in-residence.
All can bring favorite healing poems to read. Networking opportunities will allow participants to share
information with peers in the arts and
healing community. Attendees are encouraged to bring flyers and brochures
to share at the resource table.
Pre-registration is required and includes breakfast, lunch, snacks and
all materials. Registration is $80 ($95
day of, $65 for students with I.D.).
For a brochure or information, contact
the Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202, at (908)
558-2550 (NJ Relay users dial 711) or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org.Assistiveservices are available on request.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-22-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on October 12, 2006. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
This ordinance amends Section 7 Chapter 242 of the Borough Code prohibiting
illicit connections to the Borough’s storm
sewer system.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on November 13,
2006, 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 10/19/06, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
Take notice that a Place to Place transfer application has been made to the Township Council of the Town of Westfield, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090 by Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc.,
trading as ShopRite Liquors of Westfield,
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield,
and as Sunrise Cellars, the current holder
of the Plenary Retail Distribution License
No. 2020-44-013-004. The application
pertains solely to the premises located at
333 South Avenue East, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, and seeks to incorporate
mezzanine space already located in the
premises.
The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:
* Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc. proposed licensee, owner and operator of the
licensed premises, with offices located at
540 Passaic Avenue, West Caldwell, New
Jersey 07006
* The Sunrise (GST) Grantor Trust,
shareholder of Sunrise ShopRite Liquors,
Inc., with offices located at 540 Passaic
Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey
07006, Ned Gladstein, Trustee
* The Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor Trust,
shareholder of Sunrise ShopRite Liquors,
Inc., with offices located at 540 Passaic
Avenue, West Caldwell, New Jersey
07006, Ned Gladstein, Trustee
* Hannah Gladstein, beneficiary of The
Sunrise (GST) Grantor Trust and The
Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor Trust, residing at 222 Maple Street, Brooklyn, New
York, 11225
* Dara Gladstein, beneficiary of The
Sunrise (GST) Grantor Trust and The
Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor Trust, residing at 44 Maple Drive, North Caldwell,
New Jersey 07006
* Liza Gladstein, beneficiary of The
Sunrise (GST) Grantor Trust and The
Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor Trust, residing at 195 Walnut Street, Montclair, New
Jersey 07042
* Ned Gladstein, President and Director
of Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc. and
Trustee of The Sunrise (GST) Grantor
Trust and The Sunrise (NON-GST) Grantor
Trust, residing at 44 Maple Drive, North
Caldwell, New Jersey 07006
Objections, if any, should be made immediately in writing to Claire J. Gray, Town
Clerk, Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Sunrise ShopRite Liquors, Inc.
540 Passaic Avenue
West Caldwell, New Jersey 07006
2 T - 10/19/06 &
10/26/06, The Leader
Fee: $104.04
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County History Comes Alive
For ‘Four Centuries’ Event
WESTFIELD – The Union County
annual public history event, “Four
Centuries in a Weekend: A Journey
through Union County’s History,” will
take place Saturday, October 21, from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, October 22, from noon to 5 p.m.
The featured attractions along the
Four Centuries journey are the 23 historically significant house museums
and sites located throughout the county’s
21 municipalities. The two-day format
provides visitors the opportunity to select from five separate historic theme
expeditions and time periods based on
individual interest and pacesetting.
Scouts and school students will find
an added attraction this year. The Four
Centuries Patch Program has been created to enhance the Passport/Time
Traveler component of the weekend.
By fulfilling the requirements of
the Passport Program, scouts and students will receive a Union County
Time Traveler certificate and have
the option of purchasing an embroidered Four Centuries Patch that says
“I Traveled Four Centuries in a Weekend.” The patch is the first in a series
of five patches offered to scouts and
students who visit the required number of the 23 historic house museums
and sites featured over the weekend.
If desiring to witness New Jersey’s
early farm life (1686-1840), the tour
includes the authentic 18th-century
farmhouses including Woodruff
House/Eaton Store Museum in Hillside, the Salt Box Museum in New
Providence, the Carter House in Summit and the Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield.
A must for all Revolutionary War

history buffs are the sites of the American Revolutionary Front Line (17631783), including the Drake House
Museum in Plainfield, the Abraham
Clark House in Roselle, the Osborn
Cannonball House in Scotch Plains,
the Cannon Ball House in Springfield
and the Caldwell Parsonage in Union.
Attendees can walk in the wealthy
shoes of a Victorian city dweller and
take a leisurely journey to the countryside to experience Victorian resorts
and suburbs (1837-1920), including
the elegant Twin Maples, the Summit
Playhouse, the Carter House and the
grounds of Reeves-Reed Arboretum
in Summit, the Deacon Andrew
Hetfield House in Mountainside, the
Drake House Museum in Plainfield,
the Crane-Phillips House Museum in
Cranford, the Littell-Lord Farmstead
and the Deserted Village of FeltvilleGlenside Park in Berkeley Heights.
Organizing 23 historic sites into
five thematic clusters makes it easier
for tourists and local time travelers to
understand and appreciate Union
County’s transformation over the centuries. Looking at the clusters collectively also provides a “hands-on” historical learning experience for parents and children.
Visitors taking this self-guided journey through nearly 400 years of Union
County history may obtain Patch Program materials, a free copy of the descriptive Four Centuries Heritage Festival booklet and a map by contacting
the Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
in Elizabeth or calling (908) 558-2550
(NJ Relay Users 711). For more information, e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org

Children Learn to Express
Themselves in Arts Prog.
WESTFIELD – A child’s first educational experience is often among
the most important that he or she
encounters. When that experience is
combined with an exposure to the
arts, it can prove to be an enduring
one. This type of activity can be found
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts in Kids ‘n’ Arts, a drop-off program for children ages three to five.
Each week, the class meets for a
two-hour session. Parents can choose
Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., or
the same afternoons from 12:30 to
2:30 p.m. The present session continues until January 25, but registration
is open and children can enroll at
anytime. A second session begins on
February 6, 2007.
The class encourages children to
discover and express their natural talents with weekly themes such as “Discovery of Self,” “Discovery of Others,” and “Discovery of the World.”
Each class begins with a meeting on
the Rainbow Rug and then continues
to the art area. Here, the children use
a variety of mediums to create various arts and crafts while listening to
classical music.
During the music segment, the children learn about rhythm and pitch,
using their voices and percussion and
tonal instruments. The class will include an introduction to playing the
recorder and the spring semester will
highlight introductory violin lessons.
The group then becomes involved

in the theater segment, in which the
children learn to express themselves
though acting, theater games, creative movement, dance, puppetry and
pantomime.
Art instructor and practicing artist
Diane Burkam holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Art Education. She has
been an instructor in the art department of the Westfield Summer Workshop and the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts.
Valerie Pineda, who earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Performance from the Manhattan School of
Music, contributes to the children’s
appreciation of music and theater
crafts. Ms. Pineda, a vocal music instructor at the NJWA Music Studio, is
also director of the Little Opera Company of New Jersey and the Theater
Workshop and Showcase Theater at
the Westfield Summer Workshop.
Also on the staff of Kids ‘n’ Arts is
Ted Schlosberg, founder and executive director of NJWA. Dr. Schlosberg,
a graduate of Rutgers University with
a Ph. D. in Creative Arts, also possesses a Bachelor of Arts and Master
of Music degree from Trenton State
College. Proficient on most band and
orchestral instruments, Dr. Schlosberg
will help the students expand their
knowledge of music.
For more information Kids ’n’ Arts
or any NJWA program, phone (908)
789-9696, visit their studios at 150152 East Broad Street in Westfield, or
log on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/12/06
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it
are available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-990
AWARDED TO: Zimmet Healthcare
Services Group, LLC, Morganville, New
Jersey
SERVICE: to provide Medicare and
Insurance billing reimbursement and compliance consulting services to Runnells
Specialized Hospital
PRIOD: November 11, 2006-October
31, 2007
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$25,000.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

RESOLUTION NO: 2006-981
AWARDED TO: PMK Group, Cranford,
New Jersey,
SERVICE: to perform a Limited Site
Investigation (LSI) and wetlands delineation at the Hazelwood Cemetery property
located in Clark, New Jersey based on the
results and recommendations of t he Preliminary Assessment Report of this property
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$20,990.
Nicole L. DiRado
Clerk of the Board of Freeholders
1 T - 10/19/06, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 11/2/06 and
opened and read for:
Maintenance Structures Repairs Contract No. 1-2006, One (1) Orphan Bridge,
Walnut Street over Elizabeth Industrial Track; Brough of Roselle, Union County
100% State, DP NO: 06417
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 10/12/06, 10/19/06 and 10/26/06, The Leader
Fee: $211.14

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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POPCORN™

‘Eden’ Blossoms
With Talented Children

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

4 popcorns

It’s disconcerting, nerve-wracking,
depressing, loaded with irony and, oh
yes, brilliant. That’s Martin Scorsese’s
The Departed, yet another look at the
wrenching underbelly of human interaction among the organized crime
set and the cops paid to brave them.
If you thought the director of Taxi
Driver (1976) and The Gangs of New
York (2002) couldn’t possibly ratchet
up the haunting visions that have suffused and identified his work for more
than 30 years, think again. The Departed is proof positive that he still
hasn’t gotten it off his chest.
It’s all here: the deceit, the corruption,
the unmitigated violence and the sheer,
confounding madness of it all. Yet while
Mr. Scorsese has long agonized over the
natures of good and evil and that fine line
that divides them, this nightmarishly
poetic foray comes the closest yet to
understanding that gray realm.
Call it Cain and Abel go undercover
in Boston. Nurtured into the game
since a boy by notorious Irish Mafia
bigwig Frank Costello (Jack
Nicholson), Matt Damon’s Colin
Sullivan grows up to join the Massachusetts State Police. And while he’s
doing that, Leonardo DiCaprio’s Billy
Costigan is infiltrating Costello’s mob.
You see, Billy didn’t really wash out
at the police academy as was so convincingly staged. He’s a member of a
very elite group of secret agents. So
elite, in fact, that only his superiors,
Captain Queenan (Martin Sheen) and
Sergeant Dignam (Mark Wahlberg),
know his true identity. That could bode
trouble down the road.
But for now, as both Colin and Billy
jockey for position in their sub rosa
vocations, the audience is left to ponder
the differences, real and imagined, between these two young men on the
make. In the prologue, Jack Nicholson’s
glib gangster sets the stage: “When I
was your age, they would say you could
become cops or criminals. What I’m
saying is this: When you’re facing a
loaded gun, what’s the difference?”
To make it a little more intriguing, a
love triangle is tossed into the mix. And
just to make it a little more intriguing
than that, only Madolyn (Vera Farmiga),
the police shrink, knows that she’s the
object of both men’s affections.
But if anyone really needs a psychiatrist it’s Frank Costello. Watching Nicholson etch this venal monster, you can’t help but yelp, “Look
out Tony Montana. You’ve been
usurped.” Montana, you’ll remember, is the Cuban overlord Al Pacino
played in the 1983 version of Scarface.
Mr. Nicholson’s performance, however, is more contained, gathering its
strength from the formidable seething
that precedes each blowup. Doubtless,
he has studied his predecessors and
imparted a bit of each into his rendition of the totally unpardonable fiend.
But while Nicholson’s portrayal is

the most occupying and DiCaprio’s
the most seat-edged, the Oscar contender among a raft of nominationworthy performances is Matt
Damon’s studied tour de force of the
treacher personified. A thespic gem,
it is a treatise in duplicity.
Complementing these characterizations, Martin Sheen is super as
Queenan. Gee…we sure hope the big
boss is on the up and up. Also terrific,
Alec Baldwin’s parodic depiction of
the agency’s middle management
wonk proves catalytically purposeful. And Wahlberg as Queenan’s
acerbically contentious, right-hand
man – well, let’s just say he’s pretty
good, too.
In the lone female role, Miss
Farmiga’s doctor supplies yet another
viewpoint. At first not privy to the
elaborate cat-and-mouse game to
which she has become tangentially
attached, Madolyn is an interesting
barometer. She is enchanted by
Colin’s confident air, yet touched by
Billy’s vulnerability. Which, in essence, serves as a libidinal metaphor
of the greater conflict at hand.
It’s the yin and yang of cops and
robbers. And when the twain meet,
The Departed leaves you with something you won’t soon forget.
****
The Departed, rated R, is a Warner
Brothers release directed by Martin
Scorsese and stars Jack Nicholson,
Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt Damon and
Vera Farmiga. Running time: 151 minutes

Kean Helps Tame
‘Grammar Dragons’
UNION – Kean University will
offer a professional development
course titled Taming Grammar Dragons. This six-part course will be held
from 10 a.m. to noon on consecutive
Saturdays between now and November 18 at Kean University, located at
1000 Morris Avenue in Union.
This course will provide an open,
interactive atmosphere for adults at
all career and educational levels. Participants will learn skills such as
proper word usage, how to eliminate
unnecessary words, sentence structure, punctuation, avoiding run-on
sentences, word placement, pronouns
and writing readable sentences.
Taming Grammar Dragons offers
instruction through hands-on practice in writing and grammatical development. Students will share
longstanding problems, which will
be addressed through explanations
and consideration of their needs as
individual lifelong learners. Writing
exercises are incorporated into class
sessions, as well as grammatical
worksheets, to reinforce learning.
For more information or to register, call the university’s Office of
Continuing and Professional Education at (908) 737-3430.

MERCK SPONSORS WSO OPENING CONCERT…Elizabeth Ryan, left, executive director of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO), receives a check
for $10,000 from Gail Driscoll of Merck and Co, making possible WSO’s season
opening performance of Turandot, which took place recently in both Westfield
and the PNC Arts center. The WSO can next be heard (and seen) performing a
new musical soundtrack to horror classic Frankenstein on Saturday, October 28,
at 7:30 p.m. at Kean University. For tickets, call (908) 737-SHOW.
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The Departed
Destined to Haunt You
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Thursday, October 19, 2006

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SIGHTSEEING…Leader/Times reporter Kathy Marques recently returned from
a three-week vacation in Portugal. Above, Ms. Marques stands in front of the
Palace of Bussaco in Luso. The palace is situated in the middle of 250 acres of
woodland originally planted by Carmelite monks. The Bucaco forest is the
country’s most revered woodland, featuring more than 700 species of trees.

WF Golfer’s ‘Big Break’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24

experienced anything quite like “The
Big Break VI” production.
“There are 12 cameras and a boom
in your face everyday, so initially all
the competitors were a little nervous
or apprehensive,” Mr. Ostrega said.
“But after a while, it’s no longer a
distraction because you got very comfortable in that atmosphere.”
Back home in Westfield, his family,
friends and co-workers have been very
supportive of his involvement in “The
Big Break VI.” Many of them get
together at Lana’s, the bar and restaurant at Hyatt Hills, every Tuesday night
to watch the newest installment.
“Everyone thinks we know what’s
going to happen (on the show), but
we don’t,” said Mr. Ostrega’s wife of
25 years, Gail, on a recent Tuesday at
Lana’s. “So the whole family just has
to watch it on TV with everyone else.”
Tom Ferro of Union was also at
Lana’s showing support for his golf
instructor.
“Gary has transformed my golf
game and brought it to a new level,”
Mr. Ferro said. “He’s also teaching
my 11 year-old daughter.”
The week the show first premiered,
Lana’s hosted a buffet in Mr. Ostrega’s
honor, and he reported that more than
200 people attended.
“I’m very thankful for the opportunity to be there and have a place to
hang my hat,” he said of Hyatt Hills.
Mr. Ostrega said he enjoyed his
participation in “The Big Break VI”

and was pleased that many of the
female contestants thought highly
enough of his skills to request him as
a golf partner.
He seemed amused by the fact that
his biography, photos and even videos are on the show’s website.
“Now some people use me as a
screen saver, which is kind of kooky,
but they do,” Mr. Ostrega said.
Despite all the fanfare surrounding
his involvement with the TV program, Mr. Ostrega reportedly treasures a different moment on the golf
course.
“My son Geoff was recently able to
caddy for me at the US Senior Open,”
he said. “His involvement was a highlight.”
In the future, Mr. Ostrega looks forward to possibly winning at a national
level, as well as opportunities to golf
with Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky.
“I’ll be giving him some tips,” Mr.
Ostrega said with a chuckle. “For
golf, not political.”
To say that Mr. Ostrega really enjoys
the game seems an understatement.
“It’s more than just an interest or
something we do,” he said. “It’s something we are.”

*NEWSFLASH*
As of press time, Gary
Ostrega is still alive on
“The Big Break VI”

Symphony to Perform
Lombardo World Premiere
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield
Symphony Orchestra will perform the
world premiere of Mario Lombardo’s
new orchestral work entitled “Late
Autumn,” for violin, strings and harp,
on Saturday, October 21. Sabian Pautza
will conduct, and Evelyn Estasva will
be the featured violin soloist. Also on
the evening’s program are SaintSaens’s Violin Concerto and Brahms’
Symphony No. 2.
The concert will be held at 8p.m. at
the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian
Church, located at 716 Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.
“Late Autumn” was composed in
part from a 2005 Heart Grant from
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. The work is part of Suite
for All Seasons, including “Winter
Frolic,” “Early Spring” and “A Midsummer Night’s Waltz.” Warner Bros.
Music Corp. originally published the
suite as four piano solos in 1995.
In 1983, Mr. Lombardo received a
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
composer’s grant, which resulted in a
work for orchestra entitled Spectrum.
The world premiere performance took
place on October 20, 1984 at the 65th
Gala Anniversary Concert of the

Don’t miss the Fall Frolics at …

October 25 - 4- 8 pm
Kick off the week of enticing savings throughout the store, including special orders.
Enjoy wine and cheese while perusing the store for new Fall merchandise for the
entire family. Select savings good from October 25-28th only
Enter to win a $500.00 Gift Certificate

116 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J 908-518-9495

Plainfield Symphony, conducted by
George Marriner Maull. Since then, the
work has been performed extensively by
leading orchestras throughout the United
States, and Mr. Lombardo has recorded
it as a piano solo transcription.
In 1990, Sabin Pautza conducted
the Plainfield Symphony in a successful performance of Mr. Lombardo’s
symphonic fairytale Drakestail.

CRANFORD – Life is all about
choices. In Stephen Schwartz’s musical,
Children of Eden, now playing at the
Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC) community theater, Mr. Schwartz’s theme
posits that man makes some miserable
choices along the journey we call life.
Eden is quite a provocative departure
from the King James’version of creation
and the Garden of Eden, with daughter
Eve as an inquisitive little devil. She
doesn’t like to be told “no” by anyone,
even the God figure called “Father.”
After Eve has disobeyed Father and
tasted a forbidden macintosh or golden
delicious, Adam comes home from a
hard day of naming plants and animals
to ask the little wife what’s cooking.
She tempts him with fruit pie, fritters and even tries to get him to drink
from her cup of apple cider.
When Adam realizes what Eve has
done, he is appalled, but intrigued
when Eve shows him the strange phenomenon where day turns to night as
they approach the glistening Tree of
Knowledge.
Lyricist/composer Mr. Schwartz
uses not one, but five snakes that
writhe and wriggle ingeniously from
the tree to ask mind-boggling questions of the couple.
Their sibilant “s” punctuates the
ends of words as they, as a collective
snake, hiss out questions in song.
In an unexpected and unreasonable
twist, Father gives Adam a choice to be
with Eve, sealing their banishment from
the Garden forever, or to leave her and
be God’s son for the rest of his life.
From this “test,” all dilemmas are
born.
A series of choices rests with Adam,
his sons Abel and Cain and ultimately
also with Father.
Act II’s Adam morphs into Noah,
but the same choices twist and turn
like that serpent to come back and
bite him. The eternal conflict between
father and son causes the story line to
freefall, since neither father nor son
knows what the other wants.

Although Eden isn’t the best of Mr.
Schwartz’s laundry list of hit shows
including Wicked, Pippin, Godspell,
Working, Hunchback and Pocahontas,
the voices in CDC’s production make
it worth the trip.
David Thomas Hampson has been
cast perfectly as the Father/God figure. His rigid, physical, commanding
presence and booming, operatic voice
resonate power.
The singing talent of Eric Harper,
as Adam/Noah, blossoms in a number of songs. Throughout, he is a
believable son and father.
Tina Kaye’s Eve/Mama Noah is a
virtuoso in “The Spark of Creation.”
Ms. Kaye’s vocal versatility runs from
Broadway to pop to jazzy blues and
gospel sounds. Her Act II showstopper
“Ain’t It Good” is a showcase of
musical control.
In the supporting roles of Cain/
Japheth and Abel/Ham, Ed Egan and
George Platis bring a new spin on the
biblical love/ hate relationship of Cain
and Abel.
In “Stranger to the Rain,” Samantha
Hahn, as Yonah the slave girl who
bears the scornful mark of Cain, elicits empathy and heartbreak with her
angelic face and voice.
Others of note are soloists Andrea
Brooks and Frank Todisco, whose
belted song “Generations” brings
down the house at the top of Act II.
Bravo to producer Elizabeth
Howard, director John Menter, musical director Paul Budd, his able band
and choreographer Macada McMullen
Brandl, whose creative synergy present
this energetic company in well-done
costumes by Ellen Fitzpatrick.
The unique set, designed by director Mr. Menter, is comprised of a
functional, if mammoth, multileveled
structure eclipsed by a stage-filling
cutout-silhouetted globe. Mark
Reilly’s lighting brings it all to life.
In Act II when Noah sings, “The
hardest part of love is letting go,” it’s
the lesson God himself learns in Eden,
and the same one all parents need to
remember.

Classical Music Series
Debuts in Scotch Plains
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Allegro
Project concert series debuted its new
season of music performed by upand-coming new artists at All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains.
The series launched on October 15
with a performance by Michael
Spassov, composer and organist, with
future performances by other artists
slated for December 3, January 28
and April 22.
The series is the brainchild of Mr.
Spassov, the artistic director for the
Allegro Project.
“There is an enormous opportunity
to introduce exceptional talent early
in their career. It is my intention that
people will be able to say they heard
them here first,” Mr. Spassov said.
Rector of All Saints Jane Rockman
said, “Many of the great composers

wrote specifically for the church. A
concert series of beautiful music is a
natural for a sacred space.”
Future performances from the Allegro Project will include Andrei
Tchekmazov, cellist, on December 3.
Tibi Cziger, clarinetist, will share the
stage with Sivan Magen, harpist, on
January 28. Eric Nowlin, a viola virtuoso, will conclude this season next
April 22 with a performance.
Tickets for all performances are
$15 in advance and $20 at the door. A
subscription to all four performances
is $50. Tickets are available online at
www.allsaints-spnj.org or by calling
(866) 811-4111.
Performances will take place at 3
p.m. at All Saints’ Church, 559 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, with parking
in the rear.

Page 24

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 19, 2006

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Westfield Golfer Ostrega Gets His
‘Big Break’ on Reality TV Series
Museum of Modern Art Features
WF’s Eric Spector’s Capsulation
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – From New Jersey
to Rhode Island to California, Eric
Spector is on the move.
Work and schooling have had Mr.
Spector, a professional animator and
video producer, criss-crossing the
United States over the last few years.
However, the 2001 graduate of
Westfield High School (WHS) has
been receiving recognition outside of
the country as well.
His film Capsulation was recently
featured at The Fantoche International
Animated Film Festival in Baden,
Switzerland.
A 2005 graduate of California Institute of the Arts (CalArts) with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree, Mr.
Spector produced Capsulation, a film

All work from EricSpector.com

Turks.”
This segment of the exhibit focused on experimental filmmaking,
including animation, by recent
CalArts students.
“The MoMa experience was awesome,” explained Mr. Spector. “What
an honor. To see my [work] projected
up there on the screen was really a
great feeling.”
“[MoMa] did a great job of exhibiting the range of works that come
from my school and I was proud to be
part of that,” he continued.
Capsulation has also appeared at
the CalArts Animation Showcase at
the Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences in North Hollywood, Calif.
Mr. Spector’s student days at WHS
have left lasting memories, especially
for Leah Jarvis, WHS Art Specialist
and one of Mr. Spector’s former teachers.
“During his tenure at Westfield
High School, Eric Spector was a colorful student with great visual
expression…[he] undertook each
drawing assignment with energy and
skill,” remembers Mrs. Jarvis.
She especially recalls a pastel portrait Mr. Spector completed of a classmate. “Eric captured the personality
of the student down to the slightest
detail of the half dimple on a cheek,”
she continued.
One of Mr. Spector’s artistic hallmarks is the use of color. According

about Los Angeles, as his senior thesis film.
“The piece is a metaphorical time
capsule of my thoughts and experiences at CalArts,” explained Mr.
Spector, who added that the object of
the film was to encapsulate everything that he was learning at the time
into a short movie.
“[Capsulation] uses a technique
called pixilation, which is animated
photography along with compositing
and computer graphics, to achieve
moments of abstraction and visual
music,” he continued.
“It is a representation of Los Angeles, a glimpse at what it might be like
to see the world from my perspective.”
Closer to Westfield, Capsulation
was recently screened at the Museum
of Modern Art (MoMa) in New York
City. The film appeared in the retrospective film exhibit “Tomorrowland:
CalArts In Moving Pictures” under
the heading, “CalArts: The Young

County Hosts Third Annual
Arts & Healing Conference
and Sarah Lawrence College.
Cheryl Hulteen, associate director
and master artist at Artsgenesis, Inc.,
is a speaker on the role of the arts in
healing, multiple intelligences, differentiated learning and the role of
creativity in literacy.
The conference features six concurrent workshop sessions that are
offered in the morning and afternoon.
The workshops explore how language is a successful strategy in working with well-aging, healing trauma,
serving people with special needs, aiding children in schools, restoring mental health/treating substance abuse and
conquering compassion fatigue. CEUs
are available at no extra charge for
professional development credit.
There also will be a panel discussion, “Vision of the Future,” with
experts about programs in language
and healing.
To request a registration brochure
or get more information, contact the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs at 633 Pearl
Street, Elizabeth, New Jersey 07202,
call (908) 558-2550, or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org. NJ Relay users dial 711. Assistive services are
available on request.

ELIZABETH – At a day-long conference for healthcare professionals,
mental health and social service providers, hospital administrators, educators, artists and writers, the discussion will surround how writing and
storytelling can heal the mind.
Those attending will learn new
strategies using narrative to reduce
stress and anxiety and promote mental health.
“Language and the Mind: An Arts
& Well Being Initiative” will take
place on Friday, November 3, from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Hilton
Hotel, 1170 Spring Street (Route 1),
located in Elizabeth.
Pre-registration is required. The fee
for registration is $80 per person,
which includes continental breakfast,
lunch, snacks and all materials. Registration for students with a current
I.D. is $65. Registration on the day of
the conference is $95.
There will be two morning keynote
presenters. Dr. Sayantani DasGupta,
of Columbia University’s Program in
Narrative Medicine, teaches courses
on reading illness narratives and writing personal narratives to medical
students and health advocacy graduate students at Columbia University

Thrills and Chills
at

the

Westfield Memorial Library

Spooky Stories with
Kapila Love
Sunday, October 22
2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

to Mrs. Jarvis, the artist does not fear
the friction created by vibrant color,
but uses it to call attention and introduce interest to the subject matter.
In addition to CalArts, Mr. Spector
has attended Gnomon School of Visual Effects in Hollywood, Calif.;
Rhode Island School of Design in
Providence, R.I., and Parsons School
of Design, New School University, in
New York City.
Mr. Spector’s energy and enthusiasm for the arts in general, and animation in particular, have given him
wide-ranging experiences in the field.
Among his accomplishments are:
digitizing and editing high-definition
media for a production company, co-

directing and producing a trailer for
the children’s animated series Library
Park, working on large-budget music
videos and commercials and working
in advertising and production for the
Downtown Westfield Corporation.
Mr. Spector recently told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he is currently working on several new personal and professional projects.
“Stay tuned!” he advised.

Masterwork to Launch
Season With Vespers
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Masterwork Chorus will embark on its 52nd
season with the Russian choral masterpiece Vespers by Sergei
Rachmaninoff on Sunday, November
5, at 3 p.m.. Under the baton of music
director Andrew Megill, Masterwork
will perform the a cappella work at
St. Peter’s Church, South Street at
Miller Road in Morristown.
Masterwork Chorus members Ann
DeCamp and Anastasia Carumpalos
are residents of Scotch Plains. Union
County residents Mary Lou Burde,
Jody McCain, Erwin Petri, Alexandria Levie and Martha Carrellas are
also Masterwork members.
Various short works sung by
Masterwork’s select chamber and
touring choirs will round out the program. The chorus will repeat the concert on Sunday, November 12, at 3
p.m. at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church on 213 West 82 Street in New
York City. For information and tickets, call (973) 455-7008 or visit
masterwork.org. Tickets are $25. Seniors pay $20 and students pay $5.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Those watching
the Golf Channel on Tuesday nights
may recognize a familiar local face.
Westfield resident Gary Ostrega recently spent much of his summer
participating in “The Big Break VI,”
filmed at the Trump National Golf
Course in Los Angeles, Calif.
On the part golf competition/part
reality TV series, participants compete for such prizes as exemptions
into championships, golf equipment
contracts and waived entry fees for
tour events. One male and one female
competitor are eliminated during each
weekly installment of the show, which
began its 14-week run on the Golf
Channel on September 26.
Since picking up his first golf club
at age 11 in Chicago, Mr. Ostrega, 53,
has dedicated much of his life to the
sport.
“My initial attraction was the individualism of it as opposed to playing
a team sport,” Mr. Ostrega said.
He went on to win the Illinois State
Championship at the high-school level
and attended college via a golf scholarship.
Since moving to Westfield 20 years
ago, Mr. Ostrega has additionally
competed in five Majors championships, won six NJ State Championship PGA tournaments and is currently an instructor at Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark.
In February, Mr. Ostrega was reportedly pursued to apply for “The
Big Break VI” based on his participation at a high national level of senior
events. He auditioned in May and
was notified that he was chosen in
June.
“They contacted me saying I was
one of the first ones called, and that I
had to be available in two weeks,” Mr.
Ostrega said. “Hyatt Hills were very
kind in allowing my participation on
such short notice.”
However, just prior to the taping, a
personal tragedy struck Mr. Ostrega’s
family. His 80-year-old father suffered a stroke and passed away soon
thereafter. Fortunately, Mr. Ostrega
was able to visit him in Illinois before
heading to Los Angeles.
“During the show, it was a little bit
of a ‘to do’ because I had just lost my
father,” he said.
Due to the nature of this reality
series, no contact with family or
friends was permitted during the twoweek taping, as it might have revealed whether or not a contestant
had been eliminated.
“It was hard work, sometimes from
5 a.m. to midnight,” he said. “But
they took care of us quite well.”
Donald Trump himself reportedly
spent time with contestants.
“Trump was very accessible and
congenial, at least to me,” Mr. Ostrega
said. “He was willing, ready and able
to discuss anything on a personal level.”
Mr. Ostrega added that several other

Kean Stage Presents
Westfield Symphony
WESTFIELD – Kean Stage presents
Westfield
Symphony
Orchestra’s Frankenstein Lives at
Wilkins Theatre on Saturday, October 28, at 7:30 p.m.
Using the masterworks of the
classical music repertoire and new
original material, the WSO, under
the direction of David Wroe, will
perform a soundtrack accompaniment to intensify the visual suspense of this Boris Karloff horror
classic.
Kean University is located at 1000
Morris Avenue in Union. Tickets are
$30 for the general public, $25 for
seniors and $20 for children and are
available at the Wilkins Theatre Box
Office. For more information, call
(908) 737-SHOW (7469) or visit
keanstage.com.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEE TIME…Friends and family rally around Westfield golfer Gary Ostrega at
Lana’s Bar and Restaurant in Clark to watch his progress on “The Big Break VI”
reality TV series, airing weekly on the Golf Channel. Pictured, from left to right,
are Tom Ferro, Mike Toth, Mr. Ostrega, Jim Langton, Gail Ostrega and Rich
Kubicz.

celebrities visited the show, but he
wasn’t permitted to reveal their names
before the series conclusion.
He described the atmosphere as
friendly and almost family-like, with
contestants’ ages ranging approximately between 20 and 60.
“I already knew some of the men
from national-level competitions,” he
said. “So you’re friends off the course,

but not on the battlefield.”
He spoke about one of the female
contestants, Sarah Lynn Johnston, as
he had previously played on tour with
her father, Ralph. He said her swing
and style reminded him of her dad.
And while Mr. Ostrega reported he
was no stranger to being in front of
cameras or crowds, he said he’d never
CONTINUED ON PAGE 23

Schwab Spends Summer
Singing at Tanglewood Inst.
WESTFIELD – Laura Schwab, a
Westfield High School student and
aspiring opera soprano, experienced
a summer of intense vocal performing at the acclaimed Boston University Tanglewood Institute for Young
Artists (BUTI).
Laura’s journey to the famous summer home of the Boston Symphony
Orchestra began with an audition in
New York in the dead of winter.
Accompanied by her piano teacher,
Laurie Clancy, Laura competed
against hundreds of other high school
sopranos from throughout the United
States and Europe.
This spring, she learned that she
was one of only 26 young sopranos
selected for the BUTI chorus.
Under the direction of Dr. Phyllis
Hoffman and Ann Howard Jones, the
young artists entered an intensive sixweek college-level program. In addition to group instruction, each student worked with an individual voice
instructor, as well as studying music
theory, history, diction and language.
Additional study time involved
master classes featuring guest artists
such as Phyllis Curtin, Simon Estes
and Lauren Ambrose of “Six Feet
Under” fame. The program culminates in a week of individual and
ensemble performance, carefully selected for the individual voice, which
for Laura included a selection from
Carmen and a solo performance of
Amy Beach’s “Take, O Take, Those
Lips Away.”
Tanglewood students enjoy access
to the Boston Symphony and
Tanglewood Music Center. As part of
her summer of study, Laura was able

to witness the return of conductor
James Levine, directing performances
of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and
a performance of Mozart’s “Don
Giovanni.”
She was able to attend many other
instrumental and vocal performances,
ranging from small group ensembles
to Yo-Yo Ma performing the world
premiere of Osvaldo Golijov’s “Azul”
for cello and orchestra with the BSO
to Garrison Keiler’s “Prairie Home
Companion.”
However the highlight for Laura
and her fellow students was the BUTI
chorus performance in Koussevitzy
Music Shed as part of the famous
“Tanglewood on Parade” celebration.
Laura has been a voice student of
Jeanette Maraffi for six years. She
has sung for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra and conductor David Wroe,
and she appeared in the Rome Festival Orchestra production of Mozart’s
“Die Zauberflöte.”
She has also appeared in a number
of local stage productions including
the part of Cinderella in Into the Woods
for the New Jersey Performing Arts
Workshop and Amahl in Amahl and
the Night Visitors.
A senior at WHS, she is a member
of Concert Choir, Chorale and
Choraleers. She has also been selected to the New Jersey State
Women’s Regional Chorus for two
years, the New Jersey State Mixed
Regional Chorus and the New Jersey
State Women’s Chorus.
Laura also contributes to and edits
WHS’s Folio, and she was a runner up
for the Governor’s School for Gifted
Young Writers.

Courtesy of Matthew Schwab

TANGLEWOOD NUMBERS…Laura Schwab, right, performs in the Tanglewood
Institute of Boston University production of Carmen. In addition to the summer
program at Tanglewood, Laura has performed in many local groups including the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra. A Westfield High School senior, Laura plans to
study voice in college.

25th Anniversary Special

For children in Kindergarten or older.

A Meeting of the Macabre
Wednesday, October 25 at 7:00 p.m.
A one act play depicting a fictional meeting between
Edgar Allan Poe and Bram Stoker.

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some
programs. Please call the library for details.

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

973.376.2450

732.462.3898

908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

www.bellini.com

