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Mini-Golf Facility Opens
At Scotch Hills Country Club

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — On a sunny
and brisk Saturday, before nearly 125
spectators, Scotch Plains officials
unveiled a new miniature golf facility
at Scotch Hills Country Club. Mayor
Marks termed the addition of the
course a “grand slam” for golfers in
Scotch Plains.

Before cutting the ribbon, the
mayor noted Scotch Plains’ distinc-
tion of being home to the county-
owned golf course at Ashbrook Coun-
try Club, a private course at
Shackamaxon Country Club, the
township-owned Scotch Hills facil-
ity and, now, the mini-golf course —
an 18-hole course at the intersection
of Jerusalem Road and Plainfield
Avenue.

Besides the new golf facility, the
development includes additional
parking spaces along Jerusalem Road
and four cages where golfers using
the regular nine-hole course can prac-
tice their drives. Parks and Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio said on
Saturday that the $486,000 project,
which was started in the summer, was
completed within budget. He added
that the township government expects
to realize about $100,000 in income

from course fees.
Mayor Marks said the new facility

was an example of the “creative think-
ing” demanded by residents looking
to the municipal government to come
up with revenue-raising ways to off-
set the municipal property-tax bur-
den.

The course is not the archetypal
mini-golf course with miniature wind-
mills and Eiffel Towers; instead, it is
more natural in appearance, with large
boulders dotting the course and wa-
terfalls and streams winding through-
out. Astroturf sand traps and roughs
are also featured at several of the
holes.

Mr. Poerio said the course would
remain open for the next several weeks
until the weather turns colder. Fees
are $6 for adults and $4 for children
and seniors. After 6 p.m., the rates
rise to $7 and $5, respectively. Mini-
golfers can pay at the pro shop before
heading to the course to pick up their
clubs, balls, scorecard and an eraser-
less pencil.

Golfers wishing to take heed of
Arnold Palmer’s advice — “I have a
tip that can take five strokes off
anyone’s golf game. It is called an
eraser.” — will have to bring their
own eraser.

been active with the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association, which, along with
the GSC, lobbies for the district’s
interests.

The Westfield BOE has not taken
any formal position on the issues, Mr.
Foley said. Personally, he said, he
agreed with the need to merge some
of the administrations, but didn’t think
that any would merge voluntarily.

Mergers tend to be financially un-
fair to some districts more than oth-
ers, Mr. Foley said.

After regionalization, new tax rates
result for each town’s contribution.

“Our state aid, which amounts to
about 5 percent, has been frozen for
five years,” Mr. Foley said. “The state
is supposed to fund 40 percent of
special education, and it hasn’t been.
On the other hand, the public is some-
what unrealistic too. Everyone wants
more services, but lower taxes. Tren-
ton has some tough decisions to make
and they are going to make some
people unhappy,” he said.

Mountainside Superintendent of
Schools Richard O’Malley told The
Times that his district would wait to
see what happens before taking a
position on the committees’ propos-
als. They continue to work with NJEA
and the New Jersey Association of
School Administrators to take up their
position with the committees.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) keeps the district in-
formed as to the developments in
Trenton, he said.

“Consolidation and mergers are a
big concern of ours. As a small dis-
trict, we run a highly academic and
efficient district,” Mr. O’Malley said.
“We are concerned that we may be
penalized on the backs of Democrats
in Trenton,” he said. “Trenton has a
spending problem,” he added.

Mr. Bramnick, who is on the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Com-
mittee, asked The Times, “Why isn’t
there a committee addressing gov-
ernment spending? Government
spending at the state level is out of
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control. There has never been a broad-
based discussion or open meeting to
address spending on the assembly
floor. That’s the committee I want to
be on.”

He added, “A Constitutional Con-
vention is a hoax because it would not
address (state government) spending.
We need an open, honest, public fo-
rum about waste. We are in crisis
mode.”

Concerned that the committees may
not have all of their facts and figures
correct, Ms. Nelson said, “If they can
wave a red herring about administra-
tive salaries, it deflects attention away
from the other cost drivers.”

Agreeing with this concern, the
NJSBA stated in its letter to the com-
mittees that the committees were bas-
ing their decisions on incorrect state-
by-state comparisons of administra-
tors’ salaries.

Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), who co-chairs the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Com-
mittee, told The Times that a solution
would likely encompass a combina-
tion of several proposals each com-
mittee is formulating. He said he was
optimistic that they could come up
with viable solutions that would pro-
vide some relief to taxpayers in the
future.

Mr. Bramnick said that he is “pes-
simistic as to whether their solutions
will successfully accomplish any real
reform.”

Complete transcripts of the hear-
ings and detailed information sup-
plied by expert witnesses can be
viewed on the legislature’s website at
www.njleg.state.nj.us.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, October 10, a resident of

Farley Avenue reported someone her
bicycle, which was left unlocked at the
library. The bicycle was valued at $200.

Wednesday, October 11, a student at
the AIT Academy reported that some-
one stole his jacket and his cell phone,
which were left in his unlocked locker.
The value of the missing items is $70.

Thursday, October 12, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her vehicle
while it was parked in the street.

Friday, October 13, a resident of Coo-
per Road reported that someone used
her ATM card without authorization to
remove approximately $2,800 in cash.

According to police, the victim is
uncertain how the card was removed
from her possession.

Saturday, October 14, a resident of
Jacobs Lane reported someone scratched
the side of his vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 11, Jamie A.

White, 30, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Fanwood
warrant following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue.

Friday, October 13, one or more uni-
dentified individuals spray-painted graf-
fiti on private property belonging to the
Department of Public Works. The inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Friday, October 13, a resident of
Coriell Avenue reported being the vic-
tim of theft and fraud. According to
police, the victim allowed two Hispanic
males claiming to work for the water
company into his home to check the
meter. While in the residence, the sus-
pects reportedly stole the victim’s wal-
let. It was determined the water com-
pany did not have employees working in
that area, police said. The incident is
under investigation.

Friday, October 13, a resident in the
400 block of LaGrande Avenue reported
that someone smashed the rear window
of her vehicle with a bottle while it was
parked in the street.

Friday, October 13, Gary J. Ciancio,
Jr., 25, of Green Brook was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI).

Friday, October 13, Michael F. Dugan,
53, of Media, Pa. was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Helen Street,
which revealed outstanding warrants out
of Perth Amboy, Fairfield, Bridgeport
and Gloucester.

Friday, October 13, Tashon M. Scott,
24, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road,
which revealed an outstanding warrant
out of Westhampton.

Sunday, October 15, Ralph W.
Berrouet, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Berke-
ley Heights warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on East Seventh Street.

Sunday, October 15, Mindy R. Cohen,
46, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for
providing police with false information
following an investigation.

Sunday, October 15, Gotfred
Johansen, 3rd, 53, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue for driving while im-
paired.

Monday, October 16, Lucrece L.
Whitted, 35, of Roselle was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for providing police with false
information.

Westfield
Saturday, October 7, Shaun Suozzo,

28, of Hamilton was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the 600 block of
Central Avenue on an outstanding traf-
fic warrant out of North Hunterdon in
the amount of $500. Suozzo was re-
leased on bail.

Saturday, October 7, Salvatore Fazio,
22, of Westfield was arrested at Central
and South Avenues on outstanding traf-
fic warrants, one from Newark for $350
and the other from Roselle for $150.
Fazio was released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 7, Emmanuel
Guasp, 22, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) at Kirkview Circle and
Lamberts Mill Road. He was released to
a responsible individual.

Sunday, October 8, Armand Nguetsop,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cacciola Place on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant for $500.
Nguetsop was released on bail.

Sunday, October 8, Tyrone Willis,
2nd, 19, of Plainfield was arrested dur-
ing a South Avenue motor vehicle stop
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of marijuana. He was released
on his own recognizance with a sum-
mons.

Sunday, October 8, Timothy Burke,
48, whose last known address was in
Westfield, was arrested during a street
investigation in a municipal lot behind
businesses along East Broad Street. He
was taken into custody on a contempt of
court Garwood town code warrant with
$50 bail. Burke, who was unable to post

bail, was released on his own recogni-
zance by Garwood and given an October
16 court date.

Monday, October 9, Nicole Allen, 28,
of Cranford was arrested at South Av-
enue and Livingston Place and charged
with DWI. She was issued a summons
and released to a responsible individual.

Monday, October 9, Chiwueze Ebere,
20, of Plainfield was arrested at Scotch
Plains police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $155 bail.

Monday, October 9, Susan Moore,
44, of Westfield was arrested on Dakota
Street on an outstanding criminal war-
rant from Bridgewater. She was released
upon the posting of $1,000 bail.

Monday, October 9, Andrew
Whitman, 45, of Westfield was arrested
on Summit Court on an outstanding
Point Pleasant Beach warrant. He was
released upon the posting of $353 bail.

Monday, October 9, Marvin A. James,
18, Osbel A. Lopez, Jr., 18, and a 17-
year-old male, all from North Plainfield,
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on North Avenue in Scotch Plains.
All three were charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of marijuana. The
two adults were released on their own
recognizance with summonses pending
an October 18 court date, while the
juvenile was released to a parent.

Tuesday, October 10, Donald J. Giv-
ens, Jr., 47, of Linden was arrested in the
900 block of South Avenue on two South
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling $1,800
and a Linden criminal warrant for $1,589.
Givens was processed and turned over to
the South Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, October 11, Dennis R.
Kinsella, 39, of Green Brook was ar-
rested at North Avenue and Crossway
Place and charged with DWI. He later
was released to the custody of his mother.

Thursday, October 12, a Cranford resi-
dent reported that her motor vehicle was
damaged as a result of criminal mischief
while it was parked in the 500 block of
Lenox Avenue sometime between 3 and
4:30 p.m. that day. One or more un-
known suspects put a long scratch along
the driver’s side of the vehicle.

Thursday, October 12, a silver and red
Schwinn bicycle with 20-inch wheels
was reported stolen from the front lawn
of a residence in the 300 block of Myrtle
Avenue.

Thursday, October 12, three people
were arrested in connection with the theft
of merchandise from two East Broad
Street stores. Frankie Griffin, 30, Robert
Martin, 33, and Mychelle Williams, 30,
all of Brooklyn, N.Y., were each charged
with possession of burglary tools, two
counts of shoplifting and two counts of
hindering apprehension.

The suspects’ motor vehicle was spot-
ted by police traveling west on North
Avenue and ultimately was stopped in
Scotch Plains. Police said bags of cloth-
ing from the two stores were found in the
vehicle and in the roadway after the
suspects allegedly began tossing items
from the vehicle.

 Later that day, the manager of one of
the stores reported the theft of approxi-
mately $1,480 worth of lingerie from
the store. However, police said none of
the items recovered earlier matched the
description of the merchandise from the
later incident.

THANKS AGAIN…Rotarian Dr.
Robert Scalera presents a “thank
you” plaque to Peggy Cowan.

Cowan Discussses Teenage
Sex at Rotary Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS –Peggy
Cowan, founder and president of the
New Jersey Physicians Advisory
Group, gave a presentation about
teenage sex to the
Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club
this past
Wednesday at the
P a n t a g i s
R e n a i s s a n c e
restaurant.

The non-profit
organization was
established to
bring to the
forefront that teen
sexual activity is a
high-risk behavior
resulting in “negative life
consequences,” she said. She said
the increase in this activity has
dramatically raised the amount of
STD (sexually transmitted disease)
seen today.

She said the promotion of condoms
to teens for disease and pregnancy
prevention is not “medically sound
advice.” According to her, studies

show that condoms
protect far less than
originally expected.

She added that
reliance on them
can “lead to a false
sense of security.”
She spoke of the
“amazing power of
a parent” in pro-
viding and protect-
ing children in all
areas, such as
physical safety,
education and rec-

reation.
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-

tary Club meets every Wednesday at
noon. Anyone interested in attending
a meeting is invited. Call Richard
Dobyns at (908)-322-5986.

With regard to building coverage,
zoning manager and board member
Nancy Koederitz expressed her con-
cern with overly restricting
homeowners with smaller lot sizes by
limiting the building area per lot to 20
percent.

“The board has granted a lot of
building coverage variances, even
beyond 25 percent, and now we are
going to restrict to far below 25 per-
cent. So are we still going to grant
them [the variances]? We need to
either hold our decision and not go
above 25 percent or try to enforce 25
percent but say that it could go up.”

The board decided on a graduated
percent scale for building coverage.
For lots measuring 5,000 to 5,999
square feet, up to 25 percent of that
land would be built into habitable
space. The building coverage allow-
ance would be lowered by a half
percent per 1,000 square feet up to
15,000 square feet, where it will max
out at 20 percent.

The board will vote on this ordi-
nance at the regular meeting sched-
uled for Wednesday, October 25.

CPAs to Hold Seminars
Friday in Garwood

GARWOOD — On Friday, Octo-
ber 20 from 8:20 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at
the Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood, the Union County Chapter
of the NJ Society of CPAs will present
two seminars. The public is invited
and registration begins at 7:30 a.m.

Michael Steiner and Raymond
Gardner will present the first semi-
nar, Identity Theft, Fraud and Protec-
tion. The seminar qualifies for two
hours of CPE credit.

Joseph Scutellaro will present the
second seminar, NJ Law and Ethics.
This seminar qualifies for four CPE
credits and fulfils the state board eth-
ics licensing requirement.

The seminar fee is $140 for mem-
bers of the NJ State Society of CPAs
and $240 for nonmembers. A conti-
nental breakfast and a brunch will be
provided. For additional information,
please call the Society at (973) 226-
4494 or visit www.njscpa.org/union.
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David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARTY ON...The Party Dolls entertained a crowd as part of Scotch Plains Day
last Sunday.

March effort, bow hunters were per-
mitted to cull the herd under strict
regulations governing hours of op-
eration. Mr. Atkins again said town-
ship officials do not favor an open-
hunt approach as favored by the state;
instead, the local government, and
county officials, prefer using a pri-
vate contractor to reduce the herd.

Mr. Atkins informed the council
that Scotch Plains Television —
which is broadcast on channel 34 —
has registered an Internet domain
address, scotchplainstv.com, which
will likely be used to publicize the
enhanced programming being shown
on channel 34. Mayor Marks said
the township and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School are working
on a shared services agreement re-
garding equipment purchases and
compensation for the staff of the
television station.

Police Seek Three Men
In Custodian Assault

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
continuing their investigation into
an assault on a custodian Monday
afternoon in which the victim also
was robbed on the grounds of Wash-
ington Elementary School in
Westfield.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
three male suspects approached the
31-year-old victim, a Roselle Park
resident whose name was not released,
at about 4:45 p.m. The custodian was
on his way to a detached trailer on the
St. Marks Avenue property.

One of the suspects struck the vic-
tim in the face, causing him to fall to
the ground. The custodian was then
robbed of $29 in cash, Captain Auchter
confirmed to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times yesterday.

The suspects were described as two
white males and one black male, all
18 or 19 years old.

“(Superintendent of Schools) Dr.
(William) Foley did send an e-mail
message to all parents of what oc-
curred,” said District Community
Relations Coordinator Lorre Korecky.

She said Mr. Foley assured parents
that the “education and security of all
the students are a priority” for the
district.

Westfield Rescue Squad personnel
treated the victim at the scene. Any-
one with information about the case
is asked to call the Westfield Police
Department at (908) 789-4000.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHARGING ON TO VICTORY…The Raider cheerleaders welcome their he-
roes in the game against Linden. Scotch Plains-Fanwood won 14-7 to up its record
to 4-1. The Raiders battle Union on Friday, October 20.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
‘GRAND SLAM’ FOR GOLFERS...On Saturday, Scotch Plains officials un-
veiled a new miniature golf course at the Scotch Hills Country Club. The course,
an example of “creative thinking,” said Mayor Martin Marks, will help offset the
municipal property-tax burden.

Scotch Plains Dems Issue
Candidate Debate Statement
SCOTCH PLAINS – Kenneth

Lipstein, Scotch Plains Democratic
Committee chairman, issued the fol-
lowing statement in response to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times request
for its candidates to attend a candi-
dates forum sponsored by the news-
paper in conjunction with the League
of Women Voters and TV34.

“For a second week in a row the
Democratic campaign for Scotch
Plains Township Council finds itself
under last-minute pressure by your
newspaper to respond to information
apparently fed to you by the Republi-
cans. Both times the information was
not true. The first time it was vicious
and slanderous.

“The Democratic candidates, Neal
LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss, have always been eager to
engage in a fair debate. However,
given the vicious slander leveled at
one of our candidates and its apparent
source, it is likely that a debate with
the Republicans will only serve as a
platform for a continuation of their
seedy personal attacks. This has been
their history in prior campaigns, and
no sign of it stopping has been seen.
A debate under these circumstances
will not be a productive discussion of
the issues of high taxes, poor mainte-
nance of infrastructure and poorly
managed employee relations.

“Given that your newspaper is to
moderate the debate, this concern is
compounded by the unfair manner in
which your newspaper printed the
slanderous letter and your article

about it, despite our request that you
withhold publication until the allega-
tion can be examined. You refused to
do so, and the allegation subsequently
proved to be false. As it turns out, it is
the author of the letter who made a
racist comment, not the Democratic
candidate.

“We have desired to debate from
the beginning, but our concerns about
the fairness of the debate have not
been addressed.”
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