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before we act,” Mr. Heinbokel said.
When asked by The Leader how

long it will take the task force to
complete this process, Mr. Foerst said,
“As much time as we need.”

Mr. Heinbokel said they are look-
ing for “as good attendance as pos-
sible” to all meetings.

Susan Covert, who resides on Bou-
levard, said, “I commend you, Mr.
Foerst. I have lived in this community
for 36 years [and have been] very
upset to see teardowns in this town
[particularly in my neighborhood].”

Ms. Covert asked if the council
could pass a moratorium holding all
building construction until the com-
mittee makes a decision. Mr. Foerst
said the town does not have the au-
thority to enact a land-use morato-
rium because of the state Municipal
Land Use Law.

Sharon Stockwell, resident and
member of Westfielders Concerned

POLICE BLOTTER

Med. Office Withdraws Sign
Request; BOA OK’s Y Sign

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment heard two signage requests
at its Monday night meeting.

Medical Diagnostic Associates
P.A., a physician’s practice group at
525 Central Avenue, and the Westfield
Y at 422 East Broad Street both said
their properties needed an extra sign
to help people find their buildings.

Medical Diagnostics withdrew its
application after board members ques-
tioned whether signage beyond the
group’s two current signs would help
new patients find the office more easily.
The group wanted the names of its five
doctors painted in small, white letter-
ing onto one of its office windows and
argued that if the doctors each had an
individual practice instead of being
under one group, the signs might be
allowed outside in directory fashion.

Board member Robert Burslem
said, “I think it’s becoming more com-
mon to see that you have to go into the
building to read the directory.”

Representatives for the physicians
group brought pictures of other busi-
nesses within the 500 to 700 blocks of
Central Avenue and said the doctors’
names would be “far less intrusive than
some of the other signs in the area.”

Multiple board members said they
didn’t think a list of doctors’ names
on the window would help patients
find the building more easily. They
suggested the names might create a
traffic hazard with drivers slowing
down trying to read the small print.

Y representatives brought pictures
showing that the building’s distance
from the street made it difficult for
visitors to see its current sign. The
board agreed and approved the appli-
cation conditionally. The Y must

Westfield
Saturday, October 7, Shaun Suozzo, 28,

of Hamilton was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the 600 block of Central
Avenue on an outstanding traffic warrant
out of North Hunterdon in the amount of
$500. Suozzo was released on bail.

Saturday, October 7, Salvatore Fazio,
22, of Westfield was arrested at Central
and South Avenues on outstanding traffic
warrants, one from Newark for $350 and
the other from Roselle for $150. Fazio
was released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 7, Emmanuel Guasp,
22, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) at
Kirkview Circle and Lamberts Mill Road.
He was released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, October 8, Armand Nguetsop,
33, of Elizabeth was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Cacciola Place on an outstanding
Piscataway traffic warrant for $500.
Nguetsop was released on bail.

Sunday, October 8, Tyrone Willis, 2nd,
19, of Plainfield was arrested during a
South Avenue motor vehicle stop and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana. He was released on
his own recognizance with a summons.

Sunday, October 8, Timothy Burke, 48,
whose last known address was in Westfield,
was arrested during a street investigation
in a municipal lot behind businesses along
East Broad Street. He was taken into cus-
tody on a contempt of court Garwood town
code warrant with $50 bail. Burke, who
was unable to post bail, was released on his
own recognizance by Garwood and given
an October 16 court date.

Monday, October 9, Nicole Allen, 28,
of Cranford was arrested at South Avenue
and Livingston Place and charged with
DWI. She was issued a summons and
released to a responsible individual.

Monday, October 9, Chiwueze Ebere,
20, of Plainfield was arrested at Scotch
Plains police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant. He was
released after posting $155 bail.

Monday, October 9, Susan Moore, 44,
of Westfield was arrested on Dakota Street
on an outstanding criminal warrant from
Bridgewater. She was released upon the
posting of $1,000 bail.

Monday, October 9, Andrew Whitman,
45, of Westfield was arrested on Summit
Court on an outstanding Point Pleasant
Beach warrant. He was released upon the
posting of $353 bail.

Monday, October 9, Marvin A. James,
18, Osbel A. Lopez, Jr., 18, and a 17-year-
old male, all from North Plainfield, were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue in Scotch Plains. All
three were charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana. The two
adults were released on their own recog-
nizance with summonses pending an
October 18 court date, while the juvenile
was released to a parent.

Tuesday, October 10, Donald J. Giv-
ens, Jr., 47, of Linden was arrested in the
900 block of South Avenue on two South
Plainfield traffic warrants totaling $1,800
and a Linden criminal warrant for $1,589.
Givens was processed and turned over to
the South Plainfield Police Department.

Wednesday, October 11, Dennis R.
Kinsella, 39, of Green Brook was arrested
at North Avenue and Crossway Place and
charged with DWI. He later was released
to the custody of his mother.

Thursday, October 12, a Cranford resi-
dent reported that her motor vehicle was
damaged as a result of criminal mischief
while it was parked in the 500 block of
Lenox Avenue sometime between 3 and
4:30 p.m. that day. One or more unknown
suspects put a long scratch along the
driver’s side of the vehicle.

Thursday, October 12, a silver and red
Schwinn bicycle with 20-inch wheels was
reported stolen from the front lawn of a
residence in the 300 block of Myrtle Av-
enue.

Thursday, October 12, three people
were arrested in connection with the theft
of merchandise from two East Broad Street
stores. Frankie Griffin, 30, Robert Mar-
tin, 33, and Mychelle Williams, 30, all of

Brooklyn, N.Y., were each charged with
possession of burglary tools, two counts
of shoplifting and two counts of hinder-
ing apprehension.

The suspects’ motor vehicle was spot-
ted by police traveling west on North Av-
enue and ultimately was stopped in Scotch
Plains. Police said bags of clothing from
the two stores were found in the vehicle
and in the roadway after the suspects alleg-
edly began tossing items from the vehicle.

 Later that day, the manager of one of the
stores reported the theft of approximately
$1,480 worth of lingerie from the store.
However, police said none of the items
recovered earlier matched the description
of the merchandise from the later incident.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, October 10, a resident of

Farley Avenue reported someone her bi-
cycle, which was left unlocked at the
library. The bicycle was valued at $200.

Wednesday, October 11, a student at
the AIT Academy reported that someone
stole his jacket and his cell phone, which
were left in his unlocked locker. The
value of the missing items is $70.

Thursday, October 12, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that someone
smashed the rear window of her vehicle
while it was parked in the street.

Friday, October 13, a resident of Coo-
per Road reported that someone used her
ATM card without authorization to re-
move approximately $2,800 in cash.

According to police, the victim is un-
certain how the card was removed from
her possession.

Saturday, October 14, a resident of
Jacobs Lane reported someone scratched
the side of his vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 11, Jamie A.

White, 30, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Fanwood
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue.

Friday, October 13, one or more uni-
dentified individuals spray-painted graf-
fiti on private property belonging to the
Department of Public Works. The inci-
dent is under investigation, police said.

Friday, October 13, a resident of Coriell
Avenue reported being the victim of theft
and fraud. According to police, the victim
allowed two Hispanic males claiming to
work for the water company entered into
his home to check the meter. While in the
residence, the suspects reportedly stole
the victim’s wallet. It was determined the
water company did not have employees
working in that area, police said. The
incident is under investigation.

Friday, October 13, a resident in the
400 block of LaGrande Avenue reported
that someone smashed the rear window of
her vehicle with a bottle while it was
parked in the street.

Friday, October 13, Gary J. Ciancio,
Jr., 25, of Green Brook was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road and charged with DWI.

Friday, October 13, Michael F. Dugan,
53, of Media, Pa. was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Helen Street,
which revealed outstanding warrants out
of Perth Amboy, Fairfield, Bridgeport
and Gloucester.

Friday, October 13, Tashon M. Scott,
24, of Plainfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Terrill Road revealed
an outstanding Westhampton warrant.

Sunday, October 15, Ralph W.
Berrouet, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Berke-
ley Heights warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on East Seventh Street.

Sunday, October 15, Mindy R. Cohen,
46, of Linden was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road for
providing police with false information
following an investigation.

Sunday, October 15, Gotfred Johansen,
3rd, 53, of Scotch Plains was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for driving while impaired.

Monday, October 16, Lucrece L. Whitted,
35, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
providing police with false information.

HISTORY MEETS TECHNOLOGY…Mountainside Cadette Girl Scouts
Gabrielle Lentini and Jean Ruggiero from Troop Number 195 completed their
Silver Award project (the highest award Cadette Girl Scouts can achieve) by
designing and implementing a website for the Mountainside Historic Preserva-
tion Committee. The 14-year-old scouts spent months collecting information and
interviewing local historians. Visit their website at mountainsidehistory.org.

About Responsible Development
(WECARE), asked Mr. Foerst if the
results of the 2004 pilot study could
be made available to members of the
public so they could have a better
understanding of what is as stake.

Mr. Foerst said he was not certain
whether the study has “transferable
data” that would be understood by a
“lay person.” He said many newly
constructed homes are not being built
with variances; rather, they are being
built within the current building code,
and “most new construction is built to
maximum.”

The next task force meeting, to be
held Wednesday, October 25, in the
community room, will feature com-
ments from members of the general
public. The meetings will start at 7
p.m. and last about two hours.

For further information, e-mail
landuse@westfieldnj.gov, call (908)
789-4041 or visit westfieldnj.gov.
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Land Use Task Force

CUP OF JOE…Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro held a grand opening for its new
Westfield location, at 20 Prospect Street, on October 14. Pictured, from left to right,
are Chris Kirkwood, president of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, James
Foerst, Fourth Ward Westfield councilman, Lance Marvin, owner, Kevin Brennan,
Rockn’ Joe founder and franchisor, Lisa Marvin, owner, Mayor Andy Skibitsky and
Diane Barabas, Downtown Westfield Corporation Board of Directors member.

on that street would be happy to see
that entrance closed.”

During a September 29 meeting
with Police Chief John Parizeau, Fire
Chief Dan Kelly noted “the need for
an alternate access to the field for
emergency vehicles.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
asked if a locked fence, similar to that
of the Houlihan turf fields, would
cause a problem.

“It would not be a problem, provided
we had the access,” Chief Kelly said.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said, from his experiences
talking to residents in the area, the Hort
Street walkway is an “under-utilized
path from the local residents. It’s some-
thing that caters exclusively for people
dropping off kids for soccer.”

Louise DeDea, a Scotch Plains Av-
enue resident, said, “It makes no sense
to have safety vehicles drive between
two homes. I will say on record if we
agree to have that be emergency ac-
cess, there could be no parking. I’ll
tow them myself. I can’t even tell you
how unsafe it is. People can’t park on
either side of emergency access.”

Mr. Bigosinski asked why there
couldn’t be a fifth tennis court. Mr.
Kaufman said they were still consid-
ering it and would address the issue in
November.

George Toll of Florence Avenue
said, “They’re not using the five
[courts] that are out there now. There’s
more use on that wall you’re going to
knock down than on the tennis courts.
There’s no one out there playing. I’ve
never seen more than two being used.
Now they want five, and at my ex-
pense.” Mr. Toll said he’s “put up
with this for 35 years.”

“I’ve got no trees, I’ve got no fence,
I’ve got drainage problems,” he added.
“When they extended the kiddie pool

and put that wall up, they put a perfo-
rated pipe up along the sidewalk. Where
does the water dump? Into my yard.
Now I’ve got another drainage prob-
lem for five years. There’s slimy water
spilling out into the parking lot. Talk
about a safety problem. Now you want
to redo the whole pool. Take care of
the old pool. Then, we’ll talk about the
new pool. That’s what I have to say.”

Mr. Bigosinski asked if the largest
softball field had to have a 275-foot
radius.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana,
having coached softball for 10 years,
said currently, when adult men’s
leagues play, the two adjacent fields
cannot be used and “hundreds of kids
who were enrolled in Westfield pro-
grams couldn’t use those fields.”

He added, “You can’t shrink the
field to 200 feet because we need
regulation-size fields in order to play
men’s softball on Sundays, to play JV
softball and other competitive soft-
ball. In terms of the design, this is an
outstanding solution.”

Will Glynn of Scotch Plains Avenue
said, “I keep hearing that you don’t
want to take away. You are taking
away from a park. It’s Memorial Park,
not Memorial Sports Complex. I also
hear that there’s always this need for
softball. I’m out there every day. I’ve
never seen JV girls come up with their
bags, look around and say ‘Oh crap,
we can’t play.’ But if there are future
leagues coming in, if you could do
something with scheduling and cut
back on the demolishing, I think a lot
of neighbors would appreciate it.”

The recreation commission will
meet on November 6 behind the com-
munity room in town hall to discuss
the suggestions brought up Tuesday
before presenting the council with an
updated plan.
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Westfield Town Council

Leader that his district would wait to
see what happens before taking a
position on the committees’ propos-
als. They continue to work with NJEA
and the New Jersey Association of
School Administrators to take up their
position with the committees.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield) keeps the district in-
formed as to the developments in
Trenton, he said.

“Consolidation and mergers are a
big concern of ours. As a small dis-
trict, we run a highly academic and
efficient district,” Mr. O’Malley said.
“We are concerned that we may be
penalized on the backs of Democrats
in Trenton,” he said. “Trenton has a
spending problem,” he added.

Mr. Bramnick, who is on the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Commit-
tee, asked The Leader, “Why isn’t
there a committee addressing govern-
ment spending? Government spend-
ing at the state level is out of control.
There has never been a broad-based
discussion or open meeting to address
spending on the assembly floor. That’s
the committee I want to be on.”

He said, “A Constitutional Conven-
tion is a hoax because it would not
address [state government] spending.

We need an open, honest, public forum
about waste. We are in crisis mode.”

Concerned that the committees may
not have all of their facts and figures
correct, Ms. Nelson said, “If they can
wave a red herring about administra-
tive salaries, it deflects attention away
from the other cost drivers.”

Agreeing with this concern, the
NJSBA stated in its letter to the com-
mittees that the committees were bas-
ing decisions on incorrect state-by-
state comparisons of administrators’
salaries.

Senator Nicholas Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), who co-chairs the Public
Employees Benefits Reform Commit-
tee, told The Leader that a solution
would likely encompass a combination
of several proposals each committee is
formulating. He said he was optimistic
that they could come up with viable
solutions that would provide some re-
lief to taxpayers in the future.

Mr. Bramnick said he is “pessimistic
as to whether their solutions will suc-
cessfully accomplish any real reform.”

Complete transcripts of the hear-
ings and detailed information sup-
plied by expert witnesses can be
viewed on the legislature’s website at
www.njleg.state.nj.us.
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School Funding

CPAs to Hold Seminars
Friday in Garwood

GARWOOD — On Friday, Octo-
ber 20, from 8:20 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. at
the Westwood on North Avenue in
Garwood, the Union County Chapter
of the NJ Society of CPAs will present
two seminars. The public is invited
and registration begins at 7:30 a.m.

Michael Steiner and Raymond
Gardner will present the first semi-
nar, Identity Theft, Fraud and Protec-
tion. The seminar qualifies for two
hours of CPE credit.

Joseph Scutellaro will present the
second seminar, NJ Law and Ethics.
This seminar qualifies for four CPE
credits and fulfils the state board eth-
ics licensing requirement.

The seminar fee is $140 for mem-
bers of the NJ State Society of CPAs
and $240 for nonmembers. A conti-
nental breakfast and a brunch will be
provided. For additional information,
call the society at (973) 226-4494 or
visit njscpa.org/union.

change the sign’s support poles from
black to white, keep the sign’s size
within 10 square feet as required and
ensure that the sign’s nighttime light-
ing does not interfere with traffic or
neighboring residents’ comfort.

Inaccurate public notices prevented
two case decisions. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel asked Alison
Stephens of 704 Tamaques Way to
present her case at another meeting,
as her neighbors had not been prop-
erly notified that she required a build-
ing-to-ground coverage variance.
David Martone’s case involving prop-
erty at 710 South Avenue, West could
not be heard because the requested
side-yard variance had not been stated
clearly in the public notice.

Eduardo Arriagada withdrew his ap-
plication for a first- and second- story
addition at 800 Stevens Avenue after
board members said the design seemed
out of character for the neighborhood.

Mr. Arriagada’s neighbor, Francis
Orzech of 804 Stevens Avenue, said,
“Many houses in my neighborhood
have had renovations and have re-
mained within the look, feel, and char-
acter of the neighborhood.” He said
Mr. Arriagada’s plan was “not a match.”

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Power of 403
West Dudley Avenue received permis-
sion to replace and expand their exist-
ing front porch. Mr. and Mrs. William
Ritter’s plan to replace a garage de-
stroyed by a falling tree also was granted
for their home at 319 Hyslip Avenue.

The board delayed its approval of
William McKinney’s plan for a two-
story addition at 551 Hort Street be-
cause it called for a garage demoli-
tion. Mr. McKinney said his family
needed the extra space: “Right now
my family of four has to crowd on one
couch on the sun porch if we want to
watch a movie together.”

Board members said they were more
comfortable with demolishing the out-
dated garage once they learned it was not
suitable for a modern car and storage.

Peter and Natalie Golub of 850
Shackamaxon Drive received ap-
proval to build a garage.

James Baker of 150 Lincoln Road
requested a variance to enlarge his home
.59 percent above the maximum build-
ing coverage of 20 percent. The aesthet-
ics of Mr. Baker’s design, his desire to
return the circa-1927 home to its origi-
nal style and his plan to add a veranda to
the back of the home won the board over.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe North’s applica-
tion to add a roof to the porch of their
home at 658 Boulevard was approved.

Mary and Damon Roth of 265 S.
Scotch Plains Avenue requested to
build a two-story addition, but de-
cided to make changes to their plan
and return next month.

The board denied Mr. and Mrs.
Luis Vilarin’s plans to build a two-
story addition and add a patio at 430
Everson Place.

Crime Report Shows Fights,
Substance Abuse at WHS

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — According to a re-
port released at Tuesday’s board of edu-
cation meeting, there were 20 incidents
of violence, vandalism and substance
abuse involving 30 students district-wide
during the 2005-2006 academic year.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley said the incidents took
place “primarily at the high school.
We are talking about fights…alcohol
and marijuana use.”

The report cites five fights, a theft and
graffiti, as well as flooding at Wilson
School. The report notes of two students
carrying pocketknives to school and
seven alcohol or drug-related incidents –
one involving 11 students.

The pocketknife incident took place
at Roosevelt Intermediate School. Mr.
Foley said parents need to make sure
their children are not carrying pock-
etknives to school. “These statistics
should be somewhat reassuring to
parents. By and large, (our) schools
have been very, very safe,” he said.

Mr. Foley also told the board that
there has been no permanent replace-
ment named for retired Detective Ron
Allen, who worked in the high school.
“We have a liaison officer, but no one
assigned,” he said.

“Ron Allen was a presence, not an
enforcer – an affable, friendly, volun-
teer football and wrestling coach,”
said Mr. Foley. “Part of it is it’s diffi-
cult to replace the person.”

The Westfield Police Department
funded Detective Allen’s position, and
Mr. Foley verified with The Westfield
Leader that there is no confirmation
of a replacement.

The board then discussed school
security measures that have been put
in place. School Business Adminis-
trator Bob Berman said three elemen-
tary schools – Washington, McKinley
and Tamaques – have security de-
vices installed in all doors.

By holiday time in December, the
other elementary schools will have
“the best panic hardware that we can
have,” Mr. Berman said.

Mr. Foley said securing all of the
“150 doors” at Westfield High School
is difficult. “I’m not going to tell you
that all the entrances are secure yet,” he

said.
Board member Beth Cassie said

she heard a suggestion from parents
about the implementation of an em-
ployee-identification system, espe-
cially in the elementary schools. Mr.
Foley responded that the district will
“at least [start the employee-I.D. pro-
gram] at the high school.”

Board Vice President Ginny Leiz
told Mr. Foley that the I.D. require-
ment should be a “district-wide” pro-
gram. Board President Anne Riegel
then said the issue would be dis-
cussed in the board’s next policy com-
mittee meeting.

“The environment has changed…you
can spend all the money you want, but
the real issue is the kids; what we do
with students is far more important
than security,” Mr. Foley said.

Marie Koch, student assistance
counselor at the intermediate schools,
gave the board a presentation about
the importance of “bully-proofing” in
schools. “Intervention by peers makes
a significant difference,” she said.

There are 185 middle-school stu-
dents enrolled in the peer-leadership
program at the intermediate school
level, she said. “The younger we ad-
dress the issue, the easier it is to
overcome,” she said. She also urged
parents to “monitor your children’s
use of the Internet.”

The board also heard a report from
WHS Director of Guidance Stephen
Maczynski and counselors Jan Fine
and Elizabeth McDermott. “Helping
people doesn’t mean we can always
say ‘yes,’” Mr. Maczynski said.

He said the “number-one goal [of
the guidance department] has been
communication.”

The department has met with all
seniors and parents, updated the guid-
ance department website and focused
on three areas of guidance counselors’
responsibilities – academic, which in-
cludes college recommendations, class
placement and study skills; personal,
which includes suicide prevention; and
career-vocational, which includes “in-
terest inventory” and a new program,
“career cruising for sophomores.”

The next board meeting will take
place at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 7, at 302 Elm Street.


