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SIXTY CENTS

Haas, Bigosinski ‘Object’ to
Sales-Tax Impact Resolutions
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — On a night when
the town council issued its formal
opposition to the state sales tax’s
impact on several local fees and the
diversion of funds previously earmarked for records management, two
councilmen “objected” to how the
council voiced its displeasure.
Despite the council reaching a simple
majority on both measures, Third Ward
Councilman Dave Haas and Fourth
Ward Councilman Tom Bigosinski
voted against both objections.
Third Ward Councilman Mark

Ciarrocca, who last week called the
state’s implementation of the 7-percent
tax on items such as commuter and
employee parking permits, pay station
collection and pool membership a “farcical shell game,” said at Tuesday’s
meeting that “we have a choice. We can
absorb the 7 percent or raise rates in
order to make up the 7 percent.”
“What is most disturbing,” Mr.
Ciarrocca added, “is that municipalities
have to develop a mechanism to collect,
keep track of and pay sales taxes.” This,
he said, creates “an unnecessary burden
and expense on the town itself.”
Mr. Haas said he is “in no way a lover
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Mirabella Discusses Taxes,
Legal Costs, Car Auction
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sat down with The Westfield Leader
on Thursday to talk about county
issues.
On the issue of the expanded
state sales tax, Mr. Mirabella said
the county is not impacted by the
new 7-percent tax. He said the
county’s four public golf courses
charge user fees, which are not
taxed.
“We are trying to understand the
scope of the whole thing,” Mr.
Mirabella said. County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said officials are
checking to see if the county’s public
pools are covered under the tax.
Mr. Mirabella said Governor Jon
Corzine showed courage by increasing the tax to generate additional revenue for the state.
“Some governor at some point had
to put his foot down and make some
tough decisions,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“No one likes extra taxes, but I think
the governor did what he had to do.”
Mr. Mirabella was questioned on
what the county is doing to reduce
the number of lawsuits levied against
it. He said Elizabeth Genievich, director of administrative services,
holds regular “education and training sessions” with employees on
safety procedures to create a safe
work environment that reduces
worker injuries and displays how “to
act appropriately” on the job.
The freeholder chairman said the

county counsel’s office reviews all
new litigation to determine the cost to
litigate. If the cost to litigate is high,
the county might attempt to settle for
a lower amount. “It (a settlement) might
turn out to be a beneficial financial
situation (for the county),” he said.
There are also “summary” judgments whereby the county believes
it was added as a multiple defendant in cases they were not involved
in.
“The first thing is to reduce and
eliminate lawsuits,” Mr. Mirabella
said.
He said the county’s counsel office reviews new litigation at which
time settlements are sometimes offered to reduce county costs. Mr.
Mirabella said while the county
may be in the right, a settlement
may actually reduce the cost to the
county “when legal costs are factored in.”
He said the county attempts to
handle cases in-house to reduce hourly
legal fees for outside counsel. Sometimes, specialized attorneys are
needed for specific cases.
When asked about mounting legal
bills in some cases, such as a case
involving a promotion in the division
of weights and measures that has cost
the county more than $600,000 to
date, Mr. Mirabella said, “We’re conscious of the cumulative amount” on
a particular case.
The Leader asked Mr. Mirabella
about the lawsuit involving the Union
County Sheriff’s Office in which the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

of taxes” but said “if we’re going to be
in the business of passing resolutions
about the state budget, we ought to take
a good careful look at it and make
suggestions as to where that extra money
should come from and what programs
should be cut. Our time would be better
spent focusing on our budget.”
Mr. Bigosinski, who spoke out
against the “odious new tax,” said he
“shares many of the same frustrations
as Councilman Ciarrocca.” However,
Mr. Bigosinski said, “We need to complain less and do more. We, as elected
representatives, have the opportunity
to control our budget here in town.
There are certain things we can do to
rein in the costs and relieve the burden
on the Westfield taxpayer. I’ve made
proposals that have fallen on deaf ears.”
Specifically, Mr. Bigosinski described an “inconsistency” in the
council’s historical practices: “Year in
and year out this council has constantly
voted to grant pensions to part-time
municipal attorneys, despite this form
of pension abuse being decried by every committee that has examined the
state’s $12-billion pension deficit.
“The irony is that the underfunding,
which Westfield contributes to, creates the current environment that necessitates burdensome new taxes like
this,” he said.
Mr. Bigosinski told The Westfield
Leader that “I would call on my colleagues to join me in a bipartisan effort
to eliminate this abuse in Westfield. If
each of New Jersey’s 566 municipalities
enacted such an ordinance, we would
begin to deliver real property tax relief.”
First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
responded that he “disagreed with the
position that the town council shouldn’t
offer a formal public opinion” on the
sales-tax impact. He said the “promise
of property-tax rebates will only be kept
with hidden and regressive taxes. We’re
taxing tattoos, Internet downloads, limousines. As someone said, ‘soon, there
will be a tax on the air we breathe.’”
He added, “You know we tried to
manage our budget. One way to do
that is eliminate positions by attrition.
We cut five full-time and two parttime positions. We led by example.”
He added, “We spoke not too long
ago about lowering parking permit
fees. The cost of parking has now gone
up. The same individuals who were in
favor of lowering the parking permit
fees were the same individuals who
were voting against the budget because of concerns about the tax rate
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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HAUNTED...A Summit Avenue home has transformed into a haunted house in anticipation of Halloween ghosts and trickor-treaters.

Westfield Planning Board Approves
Overhill Avenue Subdivision
By CARALINE KOELLHOFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s planning board approved construction
plans for a three-lot subdivision at
1346 Overhill Avenue Thursday night.
The applicant, Needle Point
Homes, LLC, sought a variance per
the town’s land use ordinance, which
requires a lot depth of 120 feet. The
proposed two new homes will be constructed flanking an existing house,
creating three lots measuring 98.27,
97.03 and 96.43 feet in depth.
The board postponed consideration
of this construction from last month’s
meeting due to questions raised regarding the proposed road construction included in this project.
Steven Needle’s engineer, Edward
Dec of Guarriello and Dec, LLC, showed
the revised plans and provided details
regarding the hammerhead-style easement that will be located at the end of this
no-access road. This will provide turnaround access for emergency vehicles.
According to Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh, the Westfield Fire Department has agreed to add a fire
hydrant at the end of Overhill. The

STATE OF THE COUNTY...Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sits down with The Westfield Leader’s Paul Peyton to discuss issues facing the county.

need of improvement. The road will
be repaved and widened.
Extending the road to 20 feet across
“would negatively affect our house,”
said Mrs. Moynihan. As her house is
close to the street, she said, “It is
almost going to look ridiculous.”
Mr. Marsh said the depth of Mrs.
Moynihan’s front yard is “substandard,”
and that the board cannot base decisions
regarding road width on individual lot
sizes. He did propose, however, that the
width of the road be altered to 18 feet.
Mr. Needle of Needle Point Homes,
LLC told The Westfield Leader, “I
would think that the residents would
be thrilled with a newly paved road. I
think this [project] will turn out to be
really great for this area.”
In other business, the board apCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

MS Considers Incentives
In Lieu of Health Benefits
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council Tuesday night discussed a plan to encourage borough employees to waive
health benefits. The plan under consideration would offer employees
$2,500 to forego their health insurance to save the borough money.
Mayor Robert Viglianti said so far,
no borough employees have accepted.
He said they want a higher financial
incentive to give up their health insurance. It’s “human nature,” he said.
“Everybody wants as much as they
can get.”
The mayor recommended offering
employees 50 percent of what their
benefits plan would cost.
Councilman Paul Mirabelli suggested basing “cost” on the least expensive plan the employee would
qualify for. That way, employees
could not opt for more expensive plans
just to receive a higher reimbursement. In other words, employees who
are eligible for the $13,190 “family”
health plan would receive $6,595 as
an incentive not to take the benefits.
Other benefit categories include
single, married and parent/child(ren).
Participating employees would be
reimbursed at the end of each quarter.
Open enrollment for benefits is in
October.
The mayor said he thought the original offer of $2,500 was “a very generous amount of money.”
Councilman Glenn Mortimer said
he could understand employees’ concerns that $2,500 might not be enough
reimbursement. He said it might cost
employees even more than that to
join their spouse’s plan. “My experi-

ence in corporate America is the (benefit) plans are never as rich as they are
here,” he said.
The council will survey borough
employees about the newly proposed
plan. Mayor Viglianti said he wants
the new plan in place by the end of the
year. The council will also discuss, in
private executive session, the option
of employees paying a portion of
their own benefits to lower costs.
In other business, Councilman William Lane, liaison to the borough’s
volunteer rescue squad, said frequent
emergency calls to Manor Care Health
Services and Brighton Gardens Assisted Living are creating “a burden”
on the volunteers.
Borough Attorney John Post said
the borough made an agreement with
those facilities about five years ago to
outline which types of calls could
require public assistance. The agreement will be reviewed, he said.
Mr. Lane said the rescue squad
seeks to “strengthen membership.”
He mentioned the possibility of offering a pension program for volunteers as an incentive to join. One of
the rescue and fire volunteers had
initially raised that idea.
Councilman Keith Turner said the
same idea was voted down when he
was commissioner of the
Mountainside Fire Department because volunteers were more interested in stipends.
Mr. Lane said he would like to
explore the possibility. “I’d like to do
whatever we can as a community to
help them survive and to thrive,” he
said.
The mayor told Mr. Lane to research the idea.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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board requested that the applicant
seek out the appropriate water company to handle this job.
Arthur Siegel of Scotch Plains, a
nearby resident, expressed concerns
regarding possible fire hazards. He
said the Scotch Plains Fire Department was not consulted despite the
fact that the township borders at the
end of Overhill Avenue.
Board Chairman Vincent Wilt said
Scotch Plains was given notice on this
matter. “We withheld this meeting last
month to give the Scotch Plains municipality the chance to respond. Evidently,
they do not feel it to be a problem.”
Suzanne Moynihan of Overhill
Avenue voiced her concerns regarding the proposed width of the road. At
present, according to Mr. Dec, the
portion of Overhill in question is in
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PLANS...The planning board approved site plans for construction at 208 Lenox
Avenue. Needle Point Homes, LLC plans to expand the existing structure to create
a three-story building with retail space on the first floor and two apartments on
each of the second and third floors. Above is a rendering of the proposed new
building.

GW Residents Urge Business
Window Signs Compliance
By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At the borough
council meeting Tuesday night, several residents urged enforcement of a
zoning ordinance that prohibits more
than 25 percent of a store window
from being covered by advertising
signs.
Resident Dennis Clark asked, “Why
do you want to impede on someone’s
business?”
Mayor Dennis McCarthy replied,
“It’s not a matter of taking away
someone’s business, it’s the aesthetic
value of our town and also a matter of
safety. If someone inside a store is
being robbed, how can someone outside see if the window is covered with
advertisements?”
Resident Anne Rigger said, “All
these signs all over the windows of
businesses make our town look ugly.”
Multiple residents have complained
to the zoning officer. The zoning officer has investigated the complaints
and advised storeowners if their signs
are in violation of the ordinance.
On another matter, the Second Avenue tree-planting improvement
project is underway after being postponed several times. Borough engineer Donald Guarriello thanked public works superintendent Frederick
Corbitt for his help.
Mr. Guarriello said, “We are just
waiting for striping, and the trees
should be blooming by next week.”

He said that the project should be
completed within the next week.
Council members approved an ordinance appropriating an additional
sum of $50,000 for repairs to the
gabion walls in the Garwood Brook
on Willow Avenue. The money will
come from the proceeds of the sale of
the bonds authorized and the down
payment appropriated by this ordinance.
This allocation will be added to the
$60,000 that has already been appropriated, bringing the total amount for
the gabion wall repair to $110,000.
Senior citizen and resident
Catherine Madara expressed her gratitude for the handyman working for
the Senior Citizen Handyman Program. “He fixed some problems
around my house and is a really nice
man. I feel safer because of him,” she
said.
Councilman Damian Mitchell said
Fire Prevention Week is taking place
from October 8 to 14. On October 8,
the fire department held an open
house at the Garwood Fire Department, where residents were able to
pick up literature on fire prevention
and see what the volunteer
firefighters do.
Open to the public, the mayor and
council meet the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month, starting at 7
pm. The next meeting is scheduled
for October 24 at borough hall. For
more information, see garwood.org.
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Mirabella Interview
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TOP NOTCH…The WHS Marching Band competed in Verona on Saturday and
won five first places for ensemble music, individual music, percussion, music
emphasis and visual emphasis. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, drum
majors Samantha Avis, Stephanie Musat and Danielle Tepper, and back row,
guard members Cara Paulan and Jessica Harmer.

Mountainside Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In other business, the mayor said
he would voice his disapproval of a
new state tax law to Governor Jon
Corzine. The new law requires sales
and use tax on municipal services
such as parking.
In Mountainside, where there are
52 parking spaces at $30 per permit,
the tax will equal about $105. Mayor
Viglianti said that amount does not
justify the burden on the borough and
the taxpayers.
The council supported the mayor
in sending a complaint letter to the
Governor.
Mayor Viglianti also proposed fixing up three of the “Welcome to
Mountainside” signs, which he said
are in “bad shape.” The signs, on
Route 22 East and West and outside
borough hall, will cost about $350
each to prime and paint.
The signs were raised 25 years ago.
“These things are massive,” said the
mayor, saying it would be too dangerous for the public works employees
to dismantle and fix them. If the borough hires a company, the signs will
be painted on site.

Planning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

proved site plans for construction at
208 Lenox Avenue. The applicant,
again Needle Point Homes, LLC,
intends to expand the existing structure, creating a three-story building
with retail space on the first floor
and two apartments on each of the
second and third floors.
The applicant sought variances including one against a land use ordinance requiring eight parking spaces
for the proposed property. Needle
Point Homes has secured four spaces
from nearby Fresco Realty at 220
Lenox Avenue. Residents at the proposed building could use these spaces
at night and on weekends, the applicant said. During the business day,
according to Mr. Needle, there is
ample street parking on Lenox Avenue.
Mr. Wilt said the existing building
at 212 Lenox, also a Needle Point
property, “turned out to be a nice
addition to the neighborhood.”
Mr. Needle said the new home at
208 Lenox would be a similar construction.

The council passed a motion allowing the Red Cross of WestfieldMountainside to hold an upcoming
50/50 draw raffle.
The borough council will meet
again Tuesday night at 8 p.m.

WF Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and now are endorsing this measure to
increase the cost of parking to our
residents.You can’t have it both ways.”
Mr. Haas “made the point” that by
voting against passing the resolution, he
and Mr. Bigosinski are “not endorsing
the tax increases,” saying “it’s the form
of protest that we are objecting to.”
Mr. Haas told The Leader that “numerous studies conducted under both
parties’ leadership, as well as a study
from the League of Municipalities, as
well as many others, all cite the need to
remove part-time employees from the
pension roles as one of the key issues
in reforming our pension system.”
“I would hope that State Senator (Tom)
Kean, who cited the lack of pension
reform as a basis for his opposition to
this year’s budget, would support immediate pension reform inWestfield. I would
expect him to encourage his fellow
Westfield Republicans to enact these
reforms today. Actions, such as town
ordinances, not words, as in the meaningless resolutions, are what is required
for real property-tax reform,” he said.
In separate business, the council
unanimously passed on second reading an ordinance amending the town’s
land-use ordinance to permit six-foot
fences in the front yard when a property is under construction as determined by the construction official.

stepson of Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
purchased three luxury cars for $300
to satisfy a $242,000 court judgment.
Hillside Auto Center had been found
guilty of selling a Mercedes Benz
with a defective radio, a violation of
the lemon clause of the New Jersey
Consumer Fraud Act.
“Obviously, in the end, it was decided to return the vehicles to the
leasing company. In the end, it worked
out the way it should have probably
have worked out in the beginning,”
Mr. Mirabella said. “Was the legal
process followed? Yes. Does that
mean the legal process needs to be
changed to make it fairer? Probably
yes.”
“It is one thing to make whole. It is
a totally other thing to make doubly
whole,” Mr. Mirabella said.
Mr. D’Elia said Sheriff Froehlich’s
office was required to uphold the
judge’s order for seizure and auction
of the cars despite the involvement of
the sheriff’s family in the case.
“He is who we all aspire to kind of
work towards. To have something like
this pop up, I think he was frustrated
with how it played out,” Mr. Mirabella
said.
In terms of reducing county taxes
in future years, the freeholder chairman pointed to sharing services, such
as equipment and bulk purchases, with
other municipalities and surrounding
counties as an avenue the county was
investigating. He mentioned a county
animal shelter as one service the
county is looking to establish to save
towns money on animal-control services.
The county recently sponsored a
forum on shared services per a
$104,000 state grant it received.
Eleven of the 21 municipalities in the
county participated. Mr. Mirabella
said he wants to hold another forum
with school districts. He is also working to establish a coalition of North
Jersey counties similar to ones in the
southern and western parts of the
state through the New Jersey Association of Counties (NJAC). He said
northern counties have a good deal of
“buying power” that they could take
advantage of by working together.
He reasoned that fire services and
school-administrative services could
be regionalized, as is the case with
ball fields and sports leagues in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, not to
mention the school system. “(SP-F)
is a model for how things should
work,” he said.
Another area Mr. Mirabella said
the county has worked at is an early
retirement program for county employees, which he said “is going to

save significant dollars in the next
couple of years.”
He said the county has frozen the
jobs of employees who took the plan
until officials determine the need for
filling the vacated position. He said
only emergency positions, such as
public safety and mandated positions,
have been filled since the county instituted a hiring freeze.
A state Division of Pensions and
Benefits’ report in The Sunday StarLedger, published after The Leader’s
interview with Mr. Mirabella, indicated that in the long run, the program would cost the county $9.3 million when benefits, including to persons over age 65, are factored. The
county has disputed that claim.
County officials and some of its
unions have agreed to 0-percent increases in the first few years of a
contract in exchange for retiree benefits beyond what Medicare offers.
On communications with the state,
Mr. Mirabella said he had a good
working relationship with Democratic and Republican members of
the legislature. He said that County
Manager George Devanney also directly calls the Governor’s Office
and commissioners when county issues arise.
On school safety, he said the
county was charged with generating emergency plans for all schools
in the county. Union County, working with local police departments
and school superintendents, was the
first to create the plans in the state.
“With two young children in the
school system, I take that very seriously,” he said.
Mr. Mirabella said he was proud
of the county’s Open Space Trust
Fund effort to work for a compromise of open space at the former
Sevell Ponderosa Farm property in
Scotch Plains, which will contain
soccer fields instead of a children’s
farm, and the purchase of the
Esposito Farm in Clark, which is
being developed for baseball and
soccer fields, tennis courts and skateboarding. The county also has purchased the Clark reservoir and is in
the process of cleaning up the 150acre property.
He said the newly expanded
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is “unbelievable. That is a tourist stop
now.”
When asked what he wanted to
convey to county residents, he said,
“We are working hard to provide the
right services and the best services
we can from the county level at the
best cost, and we are looking at ways
to do better.”

Erratum
The captions on photographs on
page 9 of last week’s paper accompanying a story about a party for
Children’s Specialized Hospital
were accidentally transferred. The
lower picture was actually Larry
Darrow with Peter Weinstein, 8, of
Chatham, who is in the fire engine.
The top picture was magician Will
Fern performing for the children.
A story in last week’s Arts and
Entertainment section was continued from page 26, not page 1 as
indicated.
TEN YEARS OF THRILLS…John and Rose Simons of Summit Avenue in
Westfield prepare their home for Halloween thrills. This is their tenth year
installing the castle fun-filled facade with fright tours inside. As in past years,
children are expected to wait in line for hours.

Paid Bulletin Board

An Open Letter to the Citizens of Westfield
From New Jersey State P.B.A. Local 90
Where do you turn when you have
an emergency? Whether it’s responding to urgent calls for assistance, investigating criminal activity or simply helping a lost child, the
men and women of the Town of
Westfield Police Department are
committed to providing a high level
of service to the community. The
police force, nearly sixty members
strong, works 24 hours-a-day, 365
days-a-year, to ensure the safety
and security of Westfield’s growing
population. These men and women
are proud to serve the people of
Westfield, and New Jersey State
PBA Local 90 is equally proud to
represent these officers and detectives.
Now, Your Police Officers
Need Your Help
For nearly a year now, the police
force in the Town of Westfield has
been working without a contract. At
meeting after meeting, PBA Local
90 has tried to persuade the town to
make a reasonable offer to settle the
contract, without success. While our
contract issues will never diminish
the level of service that these officers are prepared to provide, the ongoing struggle to win fair compensation has undermined officer morale and created a great deal of anxiety for members of the force. Seeing no light at the end of this dark
tunnel, we are now compelled to
turn to our most important and valued constituency – the citizens of
Westfield – for help.
Called To Step Up,
But Falling Behind…
As police officers, we each swore
an oath to serve and protect, even at
the cost of our own lives, and we live
by that oath every day. But, like you,

we also have more mundane concerns – paying the bills, raising our
children, and planning for retirement. According to the latest data,
the cost of living has gone up by 3.8
percent nationally from August 2005
to August 2006, and in the New
York/North Jersey region, the oneyear cost of living increase is a
staggering 4.7 percent.1 If these
trends continue, the cost of living
over the next four years can be expected to increase by nearly 20 percent.
Remarkably, the town has demanded that many officers go without a cost-of-living increase for the
next four years! Even where increases are proposed for certain officers, the town’s offer falls far short
of keeping pace with the rising cost
of living in New Jersey.
Planning For The Future….
Equally troubling is the town’s
stance on salary for newly hired
officers. The town is proposing to
increase starting salary by a paltry
$1,723 over the next four years!
This means that the starting salary
for a Westfield Police Officer would
remain at less than $35,000 until
2009! How can the town expect to
compete for top-flight candidates
for its police department if the starting salary is kept at this depressed
level? We have posed this question
to the town, but there has been no
answer.
Please join us on Tuesday, October 24 at 8 p.m. at the council meeting, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, to show your support.
Let Mayor Skibitsky know of your
support.
E-mail
–
mayor@westfieldnj.gov.
1

Data Source – Bureau of Labor Statistics
– www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.t03.htm
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Sunday, October 1, Erika Lytell, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor vehicle stop in the 300 block of Hyslip Avenue
and charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. She was released on her own
recognizance with summonses pending an
October 11 court date.
Monday, October 2, Gordon Novak,
42, of Westfield was arrested on Codding
Road on a no-bail Union County Sheriff’s
Department warrant. He was processed
and transferred to the Union County jail.
Monday, October 2, a motor vehicle
belonging to a resident of North Euclid
Avenue sustained damage as the result of
criminal mischief. Dings and scratches
were discovered on the roof of the vehicle.
The damage occurred while the vehicle
was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Monday, October 2, Amani Simeon,
18, of Piscataway was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was processed and released after posting $91 bail.
Monday, October 2, Kunwar “Eddie”
Baba, 22, of Westfield was arrested at St.
Paul Street and Tremont Avenue on an
outstanding Scotch Plains criminal warrant. He posted $466 bail and was released pending a court date.
Monday, October 2, Kasaidsme
Barlow, 29, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on an outstanding Westfield town code warrant.
Barlow posted $151 bail and was released
pending a court date.
Tuesday, October 3, Juan Balbuena,
32, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at West North Avenue
and Clark Street and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to submit to
an Alcotest. He was held until sober or
released to a responsible individual.
Tuesday, October 3, Raymond Walsh,
Jr., 43, of Westfield was arrested at his
residence on an active no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant.
Further investigation revealed an outstanding Elmwood Park traffic warrant
with bail in the amount of $516. Walsh
was turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department and committed to
the Union County jail.
Wednesday, October 4, William D.
Bercaw, 34, of Westfield was arrested at
the south side Westfield train station and
charged with theft of services for allegedly
failing to pay his taxicab fare. Bercaw was
processed and released with a summons.
Wednesday, October 4, Richard L.
Franko, 46, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with obstructing justice during
an incident in the 100 block of Prospect
Street. Police said Franko, who was in his
motor vehicle, failed to obey a traffic
officer’s direction to stop. He is alleged to
have then screamed profanities at the
officer and refused to comply with the
officer’s order to pull over. Franko was
subsequently released with a summons.
Wednesday, October 4, Eliana Tobar,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding Wall Township criminal warrant following a motor vehicle stop at

South and Summit Avenues. She was
released after posting $451 bail.
Thursday, October 5, a North Avenue
resident reported the theft of his blue
Schwinn men’s three-speed bicycle,
which had been locked at the north side
Westfield train station.
Friday, October 6, Dean Kalamaras,
47, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Prospect and East
Broad Streets on a contempt-of-court traffic warrant from Fanwood. He was released after posting $500 bail.
Mountainside
Tuesday, October 3, Manuel M.
Merchan-Silva, 42, of Newark was
stopped for displaying passenger plates
on a commercial vehicle and subsequently
was arrested for driving with a suspended
license and for an active warrant from
Orange in the amount of $371, as well as
hindering apprehension.
Wednesday, October 4, Gavid G.
Zamora, 23, of Angier, N.C. was stopped
for improper passing and arrested on an
active Bound Brook warrant in the amount
of $250.
Wednesday, October 4, Tamir Q.
Leake, 19, of Mountainside was stopped
for a headlight violation and driving with
tinted windows. He later was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and with hindering
apprehension. He also was arrested on an
active warrant out of East Orange in the
amount of $114.
Fanwood
Tuesday, October 3, Renee Lucas, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant out of Green Brook after a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.
Tuesday, October 3, Bradford E. Scher,
31, of Blairstown was arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a South Avenue grocery store. According to authorities, a
store employee alerted police to the crime
and a county alert was put out on the
suspect’s vehicle. Cranford police apprehended the suspect and transported him to
Fanwood headquarters for processing.
Wednesday, October 4, Quajerah M.
Charles, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue, which revealed a
Union County no-bail warrant.
Thursday, October 5, Kennard E.
Naipaul, 30, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested and charged with an outstanding
Hackensack warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue.
Friday, October 6, a 17-year-old juvenile from Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving without a license.
Friday, October 6, Carlos A. MartinezSorian, 33, of North Bergen was arrested
on an outstanding North Bergen warrant
after a field investigation.
Friday, October 6, KerryAnn C. Clarke,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Watchung warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Monday, October 9, Joseph M.
Anniechiarico, 40, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding Union County Sheriff’s
Department no-bail warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Westfield Town Road
Construction Status Report
WESTFIELD – The Town Engineering and Construction Department reported
the status of the following road projects:
Karen Terrace (entire length): Work
scheduled to begin early November.
Boulevard (Clifton Street to Clover
Street): curbing and resurfacing complete.
Hyslip Avenue (West Broad Street to
Dartmoor): work scheduled to begin late
October.
South Chestnut Street (East Broad Street
to town line): construction in progress.
Traffic safety improvements: preliminary modifications complete.
Terrace Place sanitary sewer replacement: contract complete.
Tuttle Parkway (North Avenue to Clark
Street): contract complete.
North Chestnut Street (Mountain Avenue to East Broad Street): contract complete.
Terrace Place (entire length): construction in progress.
Forest Avenue (Channing to
Longfellow): construction in progress.
Webster Place (Lincoln Road to Clark

Street): construction in progress.
Lenox Avenue (South Euclid to Stanley
Avenue): construction in progress.
Highland Avenue (Hillside Avenue to
Birch Avenue – state aid project): contract complete.
Kimball Avenue (North Chestnut Street
to Lawrence Avenue): contract complete.
North Euclid Avenue (East Broad Street
to Mountain Avenue): contract complete.
Boulevard (Grove Street to Clifton
Street): contract complete.
Hillside Avenue (Lawrence Avenue to
Mountain View Circle): contract awarded.
Work scheduled to begin October.
Scudder Road (entire length): contract
awarded. Work scheduled to begin October.
Northside train station roof replacement: contract complete.
Springfield Avenue sanitary sewer
(Springfield Avenue to Mohican Drive):
contract complete.
For more information, contact Kris
Macaloon
by
e-mail
at
asstengineer@westfieldnj.gov or call
(908) 789-4100, extension no. 606.
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SIXTY CENTS

Violence Drops in Schools; Parisi
Urges BOE Presentation to Panel
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Director of
Special Services for the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Board of Education Thomas
Beese reported on the district’s annual
violence and vandalism statistics at
the board’s monthly agenda meeting
last Thursday. The state mandates the
annual report, along with an open public discussion, for all districts.
Mr. Beese reported positive results
showing a decrease in violence and
vandalism for the district for the 20052006 school year, a decrease he attributed to a greater emphasis on
teacher training and interventions.
There were 29 incidences of violence
reported for the year, down 14 from

the previous year.
Reports of vandalism rose by one
from the previous year, to eight incidences. There were four incidences
of weapons and seven of substance
abuse, both categories showing no
change from the previous year. A
total of 67 suspensions showed a decline of 14 from the previous year. A
total of 28 victims were cited in the
report, four of whom were school
personnel who intervened in altercations.
Mr. Beese said the reports are not
comparable with other districts because the reporting criteria are not
consistent from one district to another.
“Each district defines incidences
subjectively. In our district, if there’s a

Letter Raises Controversy;
No Progress on SP Debate
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The race for
three township council seats heated
up this week with the release of a
letter from former township police
chief Thomas F. O’Brien regarding a
deposition given by retired police lieutenant and current Democratic council candidate Neil LeStrange.
Mr. O’Brien’s letter to the editor
(please see page 4) states that township residents would be “disturbed to
read the under oath testimony of Mr.
LeStrange.”
Mr. LeStrange and three others recently settled a reverse discrimination lawsuit against the township for
$100,000, split evenly.
When contacted by The Times, which
read the letter to him, Mr. LeStrange
said, “I have no comment on that.” He
said it was “just dirty politics.”

Richard Samuel, Campaign Manager for the LeStrange, (Kevin) Glover
and (Jeff) Strauss Campaign released
the following statement yesterday: “I
am disturbed to see that former Chief
Thomas F. O’Brien feels free to reveal information which was originally misused by township officials
in a lawsuit. This information came
from the town’s personnel files, which
are to be maintained in secret.
“When Chief O’Brien left his gun
in Sears in a position so a young boy
could fire his weapon into a wall not
only did the town refuse to provide
any information but had Watchung
remove some of their public records
so that the information would not be
public. It is only by luck that Chief
O’Brien’s gun did not kill someone.
It is a shame that the [Republicans’]
‘Good Old Boy’ network has more
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mayor Marks Foresees New
Baseball Fields at Brookside
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Martin Marks said on Tuesday that he
hopes plans for expanded baseball
fields at Brookside Park can be ready
for discussion early in 2007.
At the township council’s meeting,
the mayor, in response to a query from
Rick Sands, president of the Scotch
Plains-FanwoodYouth Baseball League
Association, said while there are no
written plans, “Brookside Park will be
earmarked for baseball,” including a
90-foot baseball diamond. Earlier this
year, there was some informal discussion about possibly installing a new
baseball field, as well as a lit turf soccer
field and a community center.
The mayor this week said there are
no plans for such a center or a turf
soccer field at Brookside, which currently houses one baseball diamond.
He said besides expanded baseball
fields, the plan is to maintain much of
the park’s appearance with picnic areas and playgrounds. Once formal
plans are drawn up and the council
can assess them early next year, the
mayor expects the recreation commission to meet with neighborhood
residents to discuss the proposal.
He said that the baseball fields at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
School, which will be lit, and off of on
Route 22 are nearing completion.
The mayor said Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
is “on board” with another deer-reduction program in the Ashbrook Reservation. An initial effort was undertaken
earlier this year after debate with state
officials over the methods to be used to

thin the herd. During the mid-February
to mid-March effort, bow hunters culled
the herd under strict regulations governing hours of operation.
The state resisted local plans to utilize the services of a private professional firm to cull the herd, roadblocks
the mayor termed “an impediment”
that made the program “difficult and
perhaps more costly.” He said he would
prefer using a private contractor to
reduce the herd rather than the open
hunt favored by the state.
At the beginning of its meeting,
Mayor Marks issued a proclamation
honoring the Rev. Kelmo Porter for
his 40 years of service as pastor of St.
John’s Baptist Church. Mr. Porter,
who was honored at a dinner on Sunday at L’Affaire, said he would retire
as an active pastor next year.
Vincent and Nick Losavio, owners
of John’s Meat Market on Park Avenue, were recognized after their store
was recently named the New Jersey
Family Business of the Year in the
“under $10 million per year” category.
The mayor issued a proclamation
declaring this week Fire Prevention
Week. The council honored members
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association’s nine years and
under summer tournament team for
winning the state championship. Mr.
Sands from the association also presented a check to the rescue squad for
$660. In May, the league vowed to
donate $10 for every home run hit that
month by its players at Booth Field.
Bill McMeekan, Scotch Plains television director, displayed an award
the station won for two of its programs in the past year.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STATE OF THE COUNTY...Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sits down with The Times’ Paul Peyton to discuss issues facing the county.
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question or a grey area, I report it,” he
said. The data is useful within the
district to monitor the success of district-wide policies and procedures and
to evaluate trends, he said. A total of
less than 1 percent of the student body
involved in incidences signifies a very
low rate, Mr. Beese told the board.
William McMeekan, who oversees
the operation of the Scotch Plains television station, SPTV Channel 34, at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
reported to the board on three national
awards the local television station received for excellence at the Hometown Video Festival in Boston on July
6. Mr. McMeekan presented the board
with a plaque honoring the station’s
excellence for the best educational
video. Board members congratulated
Mr. McMeekan for improving the quality of the station’s productions.
Mr.
McMeekan’s
video,
Everything’s On Fire: The Union
County Fire Academy, was selected
as a winner in both the educational
profile and government profile categories. Mr. McMeekan spent time
with the Union County Fire Academy
and created the documentary, which
depicts the lives of firefighters. SPTV
and the Mountainside Fire Department also received awards for the
video.
His other video, President Bush
Visits Westfield, was selected as a
winner in the government activities
category in conjunction with The
Westfield Leader, which helped fund
the project. Multiple SPFHS students
helped Mr. McMeekan with this
video.
SPFHS Principal David Heisey
made a presentation to the board of
the senior project program, launched
last year at the high school. The pilot
program permitted a select group of
seniors to participate in several senior projects involving community
service, designed to prepare them for
life and citizenship, Mr. Heisey told
the board. Mr. Heisey chose the 11
seniors who participated based on the
proposals meeting the criteria of relevance, rigor and educational value.
The participants received guidelines to fulfill and were required to
submit a final presentation of their
experiences working on their projects.
Some of the students served as elementary school teaching assistants,
gaining hands-on experience in classrooms. One student worked with a
professional engineer gaining experience working on a construction crew.
One project involved designing a
political-activism program at the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THANK YOU…From left to right, Scotch Plains residents Denise and Lou Laster meet with Congressman Mike Ferguson
(LD-7) and staffer Roni Desmond at the Scotchwood Diner in Scotch Plains. The Lasters had contacted Mr. Ferguson for
help when bureaucratic red tape prevented them from receiving their Social Security disability checks – Mrs. Laster is legally
blind and Mr. Laster is disabled with a back injury – and the congressman contacted federal officials and corrected the
problem. See story on page 8.

FW Mayor Reports Downtown
Economic Development Progress
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr Tuesday evening gave an update regarding ongoing downtown
economic development efforts. The
mayor’s update came at the borough
council’s regular monthly meeting.
Mayor Mahr announced that there
will be a groundbreaking next Tuesday
at 11 a.m. for the redevelopment of a
property across from the train station at
234 South Avenue – a project to be
known as “Station Mews at Fanwood.”
In the meantime, the mayor said the
owners of an adjacent property are
also planning a groundbreaking for a
separate project. “So it looks like we’ll
have actually two shovels in the ground
within a week,” she said. “We’re really
seeing some great progress.”
The mayor and council voted in
favor of a resolution giving the governing body the authority to approve
future sewerage-treatment agreements
with the Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority for properties in the
downtown redevelopment area.
Mayor Mahr noted that work has
resumed at the South Avenue construction site across from the Chelsea
at Fanwood complex. She said a shortage of steel caused the work delay.
Regarding the separate effort to revitalize the Martine Avenue business district, the mayor, pointing to a color

Mirabella Discusses Taxes,
Legal Costs, Car Auction
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sat down with The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times on Thursday to talk
about county issues.
On the issue of the expanded state
sales tax, Mr. Mirabella said the
county is not impacted by the new 7percent tax. He said the county’s four
public golf courses charge user fees,
which are not taxed.
“We are trying to understand the
scope of the whole thing,” Mr.
Mirabella said. County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said officials are
checking to see if the county’s public
pools are covered under the tax.
Mr. Mirabella said Governor Jon
Corzine showed courage by increasing the tax to generate additional revenue for the state.
“Some governor at some point had
to put his foot down and make some
tough decisions,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“No one likes extra taxes, but I think
the governor did what he had to do.”
Mr. Mirabella was questioned on
what the county is doing to reduce the
number of lawsuits levied against it.
He said Elizabeth Genievich, director of administrative services, holds
regular “education and training sessions” with employees on safety procedures to create a safe work environment that reduces worker injuries and
how “to act appropriately” on the job.
The freeholder chairman said the
county counsel’s office reviews all
new litigation to determine the cost to
litigate. If the cost to litigate is high
the county might attempt to settle for
a lower amount. “It (a settlement)
might turn out to be a financial situation (for the county),” he said.
There are also “summary” judg-

ments whereby the county believes it
was added as defendant in cases in
which they were not involved.
“The first thing is to reduce and
eliminate lawsuits,” he said.
He said the county’s counsel office
reviews new litigation at which time
settlements are sometimes offered to
reduce county costs. Mr. Mirabella
said while the county may be in the
right, a settlement may actually reduce the cost to the county “when
legal costs are factored in.”
He said the county attempts to
handle cases in-house to reduce hourly
legal fees for outside counsel. Sometimes specialized attorneys are needed
for specific cases.
When asked about mounting legal
bills in some cases, such as a case
involving a promotion in the division
of weights and measures that has cost
the county more than $600,000 to date,
he said, “We’re conscious of the cumulative amount” on a particular case.
The Times asked Mr. Mirabella about
the lawsuit involving the Union County
Sheriff’s Office in which the stepson of
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich purchased three
luxury cars for $300 to satisfy a
$242,000 court judgment. HillsideAuto
Center had been found guilty of selling
a Mercedes Benz with a defective radio, a violation of the lemon clause of
the New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act.
“Obviously,in the end it was decided to return the vehicles to the
leasing company. In the end, it worked
out the way it should have probably
have worked out in the beginning,”
Mr. Mirabella said. “Was the legal
process followed?Yes. Does that mean
the legal process needs to be changed
to make it fairer? Probably yes.”
“It is one thing to make whole. It is
a totally other thing to make doubly
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

poster board depicting Martine
Avenue’s storefronts, announced
Fanwood Cleaners has become the first
business on the block to complete façade
improvements in line with the borough’s
vision. “It’s a very proud moment after
all of the false starts,” she said.
She said other significant front and
rear façade improvements are expected
to begin soon at the site of the old
Eckerd drug store, which will become
a plumbing supply showroom. She
said the owners of a nearby bagel shop
are working with the borough regarding planned façade improvements.
The mayor complimented local
volunteers and downtown business
owners for installing and maintaining potted fall flowers purchased from
Scotchwood Florist through “a kind
of small public-private partnership.”
Regarding the flowers, she said,

“Sometimes it’s the little stuff that
goes a long way.”
She said the borough continues working on a garbage-collection ordinance,
which could be approved by the end of
the year. She said this measure would
address the multiple garbage dumpsters
now in place behind the Martine Avenue businesses, which “do not make
for a nice view of our downtown.”
The ordinance would reduce the
number of dumpsters and also require that they be “neatly enclosed”
and uniform in appearance.
Councilwoman Joan Wheeler announced that the rescue squad has,
after three years of submitting applications, received a $12,000 federal
Homeland Security grant to purchase
personal-protective equipment.
The councilwoman said the equipCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Board OKs New Building
At Highland Swim Club
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjustment last Thursday gave its approval
for the Highland Swim Club on
Martine Avenue to construct a new
facility to house locker rooms, offices and storage space.
The new building, which will be
situated at the top of the swim club’s
parking lot, will replace the 50-yearold structure that architect Carol
Hewitt said “has reached its serviceable limit.” She told the board the
building has cracks in the floors and
walls, aging plumbing and non-handicapped-accessible restrooms.
The existing building at the northern end of the pool area would be
razed when the new building is complete, she told the board. She said the
pool deck would be expanded in that
area, and the new relocated building
would serve as a more visible entrance to the pool facility.
Ms. Hewitt said the new building
would have men’s and women’s locker
rooms, showers and handicapped-accessible restrooms. Small offices will
also be included on the first floor. The
building’s second floor, she said, would
serve as a “lifeguard squad room,”
while a small basement area would
house various equipment, as well as
hot water heaters for the showers.

In addition, engineer James Watson
told the board the pathway from the
parking lot to the facility’s entrance
would be upgraded so children in
strollers, people in wheelchairs or
those with difficulty walking would
be able to more easily make their way
into the pool area.
In other business at its first meeting
since July, the board approved a threeyear temporary operating permit allowing Jonathan Shopiro to operate a
massage therapy office at his home at
540 Forest Road.
In June 2005, the board granted a
one-year permit to Mr. Shopiro, who
reported last week that he has not
received any complaints from his
neighbors about the operations of his
business. Several conditions imposed
by the board last year, including a
restriction on hours of operation, have
worked well, Mr. Shopiro said.
The board also granted a one-year
temporary operating permit to the
Soccer Post on Route 22 that will
permit it to place a storage container
behind the store in which excess inventory, such as uniforms, balls, cleats
and nets, will be stored, especially
during the busy soccer season. The
board confirmed that the container,
which is eight-feet high, would be
used solely for inventory overflow
and would not be used to store any
food or flammable items.

CAMPAIGN SIGNS…Not to be outdone on the controversy of missing campaign
signs, Vincent Lehotsky, formerly of Union County and previous regular at the
freeholder meetings, shows his support for county candidates at his new home in
Loris, South Carolina.
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Mirabella Interview
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MARCH ON…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider Marching Band swept the
group 6A competitions on October 7 and 8 at Giants Stadium and at the J.P.
Stevens competition. Pictured are (back row, left to right) drum captain James
Kavinsky, drum majors Kirsten Mandala, Yeershati Ahati and Alison Baier and
band President Chris Rodriquez; (front row, left to right) Color Guard captains
Kristen Barry, Portia Price, Stephanie Fredas and Ashley Castore.

Letter Raises Controversy
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

regard for their own power than the
law or their obligations to the people
of Scotch Plains. It is also unfortunate that the Chief is as careless with
the facts as he has been with his gun.”
Mayor Martin Marks said, “I became aware of this deposition a few
weeks ago.”
“It raised some serious concerns
for me,” the mayor said. “But the
thing that really raised a red flag to
me” was Mr. LeStrange’s attendance
at a “Good Old Boys Roundup” in
Tennessee. He said he searched the
Internet for the event and was “surprised” by what he found out.
In his letter Mr. O’Brien said, “It
was an event with derogatory racial
overtones and had received national
press coverage back in the nineties.”
Mayor Marks said Mr. LeStrange
owes township an “explanation” of
his comments. “A ‘no comment’ is
woefully inadequate,” he said.
Scotch Plains Township Manager
Tom Atkins said he was aware of the
deposition given by Mr. LeStrange.
“The council (at the time) had a few
concerns about it.”
“With him being a candidate now it
would be best for me not to comment

any more,” Mr. Atkins said.
On another issue, there is still no
progress in efforts by The Times to
finalize a date for a candidates’ forum
to be televised on TV34 between the
six candidates for Scotch Plains Township Council.
While Republicans have agreed to
the Monday, October 30, date for the
forum, Scotch Plains Township Committee Chairman Ken Lipstein said
yesterday that, “We are trying to (work
out) that tangible date.”
“There is something we are trying
to resolve on that date,” he said.
Last week, Democrats and Republicans were unable to agree on a date
for the forum, sponsored by The Times
and the League of Women Voters.
After multiple dates in early October were proposed to the two parties
last month, scheduling conflicts and
other issues forced a new set of dates
later in the month to be put forth.
The public can submit topics for
discussion to the newspaper to be
debated along with topics proposed
by the candidates, newspaper and the
League of Women Voters. The public
can submit questions by e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

Fanwood Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ment, such as gloves and protective
suits, would help “keep them safe
while they’re out keeping us safe.”
The borough announced final plans
for annual its Halloween parade, scheduled for October 31. Councilman Joseph Higgins said the parade will begin
in the library parking lot, where the
library will sponsor a “trunk-or-treat”
event. Participants will load their cars’
trunks with treats for the kids.
Afterward, the actual parade will
begin at 6:15 p.m. and take its usual
route through town, ending at the
LaGrande Park facility.
Mr. Higgins said that because of

the ongoing reconstruction of the
sports fields at the park, end-of-parade awards and festivities will take
place at the ice skating area adjacent
to the LaGrande Park building.
During the meeting’s public comment portion, resident and Democratic council candidate David Valian
asked whether any repairs or upgrades
are being planned for the sports fields
at Forest Road Park.
Mr. Higgins said the fields require an
irrigation system to properly maintain
the turf, but he said that project would
not be considered until the LaGrande
Park ballfields project is complete.

whole,” Mr. Mirabella said.
Mr. D’Elia said Sheriff Froehlich’s
office was required to uphold the
judge’s order for seizure and auction
of the cars despite the involvement of
the sheriff’s family in the case.
“He is who we all aspire to work
towards. To have something like this
pop up, I think he was frustrated how
it played out,” Mr. Mirabella said.
In terms of reducing county taxes in
future years, the freeholder chairman
pointed to sharing services, such as
equipment and bulk purchases, with
other municipalities and surrounding
counties as an avenue the county was
investigating. He mentioned a county
animal shelter as one service the county
is looking to establish to save towns
money on animal-control services.
The county recently sponsored a forum on shared services per a $104,000
state grant it received. Eleven of the 21
municipalities in the county participated. Mr. Mirabella said he wants to
hold another forum with school districts. He is also working to establish a
coalition of North Jersey counties similar to ones in the southern and western
parts of the state through the New Jersey Association of Counties (NJAC).
He said northern counties have a good
deal of “buying power” that they could
take advantage of by working together.
He reasoned that fire services and
school administrative services could
be regionalized, as is the case with
ball fields and sports leagues in Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, not to mention
the school system. “(SP-F) is a model
for how things should work,” he said.
Another area Mr. Mirabella said the
county has worked at is an early retirement program for county employees,
which he said “is going to save significant dollars in the next couple of years.”
He said the county has frozen the
jobs of employees who took the plan
until officials determine the need for
filling the vacated positions. He said
only emergency positions, such as
public safety and mandated positions,
have been filled since the county instituted a hiring freeze.
A state Division of Pensions and
Benefits report in The Sunday StarLedger, published after The Times’ interview with Mr. Mirabella, indicated
in the long run the program would cost
the county $9.3 million when benefits,
including to persons over age 65, are
factored. County officials have disputed that claim. The county and some
of its unions have agreed to 0-percent
increases in the first few years of contracts in exchange for retiree benefits
beyond what Medicare offers.
On communications with the state,
Mr. Mirabella said he had a good
working relationship with Democratic
and Republican members of the Legislature. He said that County Manager George Devanney also directly
calls the Governor’s Office and commissioners when county issues arise.
On school safety, he said the county

Erratum
The captions on photographs on
page 9 of last week’s paper accompanying a story about a party for
Children’s Specialized Hospital
were accidentally transferred. The
lower picture was actually Larry
Darrow with Peter Weinstein, 8, of
Chatham, who is in the fire engine.
The top picture was magician Will
Fern performing for the children.
A story in last week’s Arts and
Entertainment section was continued from page 26, not page 1.

was charged with generating emergency plans for all schools in the
county. Union County, working with
local police departments and school
superintendents, was the first to create the plans in the state. “With two
young children in the school system,
I take that very seriously,” he said.
Mr. Mirabella said he was proud of
the county’s Open Space Trust Fund
effort to work for a compromise of
open space at the former Sevell Ponderosa Farm property in Scotch Plains,
which will contain soccer fields instead of a children’s farm, and the
purchase of the Esposito Farm in
Clark, which is being developed for
baseball and soccer fields, tennis
courts and skateboarding. The county
also has purchased the Clark Reservoir and is in the process of cleaning
up the 150-acre property.
He said the newly expanded Trailside
Nature and Science Center is “unbelievable. That is a tourist stop now.”
When asked what he wanted to convey to residents, he said, “We are working hard to provide the right services
and the best services we can from the
county level at the best cost, and we
are looking at ways to do better.”

Fanwood Police
Department Notice
As of Wednesday, October 11,
the price for daily parking has increased from $3 to $3.25 per day.
Anyone placing $4 in the token
machine will receive a token and 75
cents in change.
The reason for the increase is a
change in the New Jersey State
Sales Tax Law.
For more information, contact
Sergeant Howard Jarvis of the
Fanwood Police Department at
(908) 322-5000, extension 153.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 3, Renee Lucas, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding warrant out of Green Brook after a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.
Tuesday, October 3, Bradford E. Scher,
31, of Blairstown was arrested and charged
with shoplifting at a South Avenue grocery store. According to authorities, a
store employee alerted police to the crime
and a county alert was put out on the
suspect’s vehicle. Cranford police apprehended the suspect and transported him to
Fanwood headquarters for processing.
Wednesday, October 4, Quajerah M.
Charles, 26, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue, which revealed a
Union County no-bail warrant.
Thursday, October 5, Kennard E.
Naipaul, 30, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested and charged with an outstanding
Hackensack warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Midway Avenue.
Friday, October 6, a 17-year-old juvenile from Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving without a license.
Friday, October 6, Carlos A. MartinezSorian, 33, of North Bergen was arrested
on an outstanding North Bergen warrant
after a field investigation.
Friday, October 6, KerryAnn C. Clarke,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding Watchung warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
Monday, October 9, Joseph M.
Anniechiarico, 40, of Clark was arrested
on an outstanding Union County Sheriff’s
Department no-bail warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.
Westfield
Sunday, October 1, Erika Lytell, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the 300 block of Hyslip
Avenue and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia. She was
released on her own recognizance with
summonses pending an October 11 court
date.
Monday, October 2, Gordon Novak,
42, of Westfield was arrested on Codding
Road on a no-bail Union County Sheriff’s

SP-F Board of Education
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Eagleton Institute at Rutgers University. Another provided local schools
and libraries with literary classics
through the formation of a non-profit
organization. The students worked
on their projects from mid-May to the
end of the year. Letters will be sent
out to each senior household after the
holiday break with details and application information.
Board member Donald Parisi suggested the board include an item on
their future agendas to permit time to
discuss issues pertinent to public education funding in Trenton. Both Mr.
Parisi and board member Linda Nelson
have been monitoring the joint legislative committee meetings that are assessing property-tax reform. Ms.
Nelson reported to the board that Trenton has discussed ways to change the
school funding formula, including a
proposal to consolidate local school
boards and municipal governments.
Ms. Nelson is the vice president of
the New Jersey Garden State Coalition,
an education coalition of administrators, parents and educators. The four
task force committees, commissioned
by Governor Jon Corzine, are expected
to hold their final meetings later this
month and issue their final reports by
November 15, Ms. Nelson said.
Mr. Parisi shared with board members some of the discussions he overheard while monitoring the state’s
consolidation and shared services
committee. Mr. Parisi said the board

should make a pitch to this committee supporting voluntary mergers
rather than mandating them.
“We should get our story in front of
the committee now, sharing with them
what we’ve done for the past 75 years,”
Mr. Parisi suggested. The board
agreed to have Mr. Parisi and Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi
put together a report to present to the
state committee.
At the next regularly scheduled meeting, board member Robert O’Connor
will report on a meeting he had with
members of the district’s sports groups
regarding fieldwork and long-term field
care plans, including turf proposals.
The board discussed the submission of the Quality Assurance Annual
Review, mandated by the state, which
includes maintenance and emergency
and school nursing services plans.
The board also discussed the preparation of plans for roof renovations at
Coles and Evergreen Elementary
Schools. Some portions of these roofs
have already been completed, while
other areas are leaking. Mr. Del Sordi
said he would have a finance meeting
prior to the next meeting.
The board passed a resolution for
School Violence Awareness Week,
which will take place October 16 to 22.
School Violence Awareness Week is
meant to encourage awareness and promote education on effective methods of
reducing and preventing youth violence
to make schools safer and more secure.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the board will be held on Thursday, October 19, at 7:30 p.m. in the
district offices at Evergreen School.

Department warrant. He was processed
and transferred to the Union County jail.
Monday, October 2, a motor vehicle
belonging to a resident of North Euclid
Avenue sustained damage as the result of
criminal mischief. Dings and scratches
were discovered on the roof of the vehicle. The damage occurred while the
vehicle was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Monday, October 2, Amani Simeon,
18, of Piscataway was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an outstanding Westfield traffic warrant. She
was processed and released after posting
$91 bail.
Monday, October 2, Kunwar “Eddie”
Baba, 22, of Westfield was arrested at St.
Paul Street and Tremont Avenue on an
outstanding Scotch Plains criminal warrant. He posted $466 bail and was released pending a court date.
Monday, October 2, Kasaidsme
Barlow, 29, of Plainfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on an outstanding Westfield town code warrant.
Barlow posted $151 bail and was released
pending a court date.
Tuesday, October 3, Juan Balbuena,
32, of Westfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
West and Clark Street and charged with
driving while intoxicated and refusal to
submit to an Alcotest. He was held until
sober or released to a responsible individual.
Tuesday, October 3, Raymond Walsh,
Jr., 43, of Westfield was arrested at his
residence on an active no-bail Union
County Sheriff’s Department warrant.
Further investigation revealed an outstanding Elmwood Park traffic warrant
with bail in the amount of $516. Walsh
was turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department and committed to
the Union County jail.
Wednesday, October 4, William D.
Bercaw, 34, of Westfield was arrested at
the south side Westfield train station and
charged with theft of services for allegedly failing to pay his taxicab fare. Bercaw
was processed and released with a summons.
Wednesday, October 4, Richard L.
Franko, 46, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with obstructing justice
during an incident in the 100 block of
Prospect Street. Police said Franko, who
was in his motor vehicle, failed to obey
a traffic officer’s direction to stop. He is
alleged to have then screamed profanities at the officer and refused to comply
with the officer’s order to pull over.
Franko was subsequently released with
a summons.
Wednesday, October 4, Eliana Tobar,
35, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding Wall Township criminal warrant following a motor vehicle stop at
South and Summit Avenues. She was
released after posting $451 bail.
Thursday, October 5, a North Avenue
resident reported the theft of his blue
Schwinn men’s three-speed bicycle,
which had been locked at the north side
Westfield train station.
Friday, October 6, Dean Kalamaras,
47, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Prospect and East
Broad Streets on a contempt-of-court traffic warrant from Fanwood. He was released after posting $500 bail.
Mountainside
Tuesday, October 3, Manuel M.
Merchan-Silva, 42, of Newark was
stopped for displaying passenger plates
on a commercial vehicle and subsequently
was arrested for driving with a suspended
license and for an active warrant from
Orange in the amount of $371, as well as
hindering apprehension.
Wednesday, October 4, Gavid G.
Zamora, 23, of Angier, N.C. was stopped
for improper passing and arrested on an
active Bound Brook warrant in the amount
of $250.
Wednesday, October 4, Tamir Q.
Leake, 19, of Mountainside was stopped
for a headlight violation and driving with
tinted windows. He later was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and hindering apprehension. He also was arrested on an active
warrant out of East Orange in the amount
of $114.

Paid Bulletin Board

An Open Letter to the Citizens of Westfield
From New Jersey State P.B.A. Local 90
Where do you turn when you have
an emergency? Whether it’s responding to urgent calls for assistance, investigating criminal activity or simply helping a lost child, the
men and women of the Town of
Westfield Police Department are
committed to providing a high level
of service to the community. The
police force, nearly sixty members
strong, works 24 hours-a-day, 365
days-a-year, to ensure the safety
and security of Westfield’s growing
population. These men and women
are proud to serve the people of
Westfield, and New Jersey State
PBA Local 90 is equally proud to
represent these officers and detectives.
Now, Your Police Officers
Need Your Help
For nearly a year now, the police
force in the Town of Westfield has
been working without a contract. At
meeting after meeting, PBA Local
90 has tried to persuade the town to
make a reasonable offer to settle the
contract, without success. While our
contract issues will never diminish
the level of service that these officers are prepared to provide, the ongoing struggle to win fair compensation has undermined officer morale and created a great deal of anxiety for members of the force. Seeing no light at the end of this dark
tunnel, we are now compelled to
turn to our most important and valued constituency – the citizens of
Westfield – for help.
Called To Step Up,
But Falling Behind…
As police officers, we each swore
an oath to serve and protect, even at
the cost of our own lives, and we live
by that oath every day. But, like you,

we also have more mundane concerns – paying the bills, raising our
children, and planning for retirement. According to the latest data,
the cost of living has gone up by 3.8
percent nationally from August 2005
to August 2006, and in the New
York/North Jersey region, the oneyear cost of living increase is a
staggering 4.7 percent.1 If these
trends continue, the cost of living
over the next four years can be expected to increase by nearly 20 percent.
Remarkably, the town has demanded that many officers go without a cost-of-living increase for the
next four years! Even where increases are proposed for certain officers, the town’s offer falls far short
of keeping pace with the rising cost
of living in New Jersey.
Planning For The Future….
Equally troubling is the town’s
stance on salary for newly hired
officers. The town is proposing to
increase starting salary by a paltry
$1,723 over the next four years!
This means that the starting salary
for a Westfield Police Officer would
remain at less than $35,000 until
2009! How can the town expect to
compete for top-flight candidates
for its police department if the starting salary is kept at this depressed
level? We have posed this question
to the town, but there has been no
answer.
Please join us on Tuesday, October 24 at 8 p.m. at the council meeting, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, to show your support.
Let Mayor Skibitsky know of your
support.
E-mail
–
mayor@westfieldnj.gov.
1

Data Source – Bureau of Labor Statistics
– www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.t03.htm

Page

2

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 12, 2006

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Rescue Squad Receives
Homeland Security Grant
FANWOOD – The United States
Department of Homeland Security
has awarded a $12,000 grant to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad under a program created after 9/11 to help fire
departments and EMS organizations
buy equipment and train personnel.
Nationally, the Assistance to
Firefighters Grants awards, which will
be distributed in phases, will provide
$485 million to 4,500 fire and EMSrelated organizations nationwide.
Through the AFG program, the department awards grants to firefighters,
emergency-response personnel and
first responders to enhance response
capabilities and more effectively protect the health and safety of the public. The grants provide resources to
purchase or receive training, conduct
health and safety programs and buy
equipment and response vehicles.
“We plan to use this money to buy
new personal protective equipment for

Fanwood Recreation
Announces Programs
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Recreation announced its schedule of fall
programs, which begin on October
11. “This fall, we made an effort to
offer something for everyone,” says
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky.
“And we also wanted to make sure
our programs are fun, creative, and
educational. I think we succeeded.”
For children, the offerings are Art
Club for Kids, Junior Jazzercise, Video
Game Creation and Scrapbooking for
Kids. Get Together and Learn about
Scrapbooking is a one-session introductory class for children and adults.
For ‘tweens, teens and adults, there is
Fashion Illustration, Comic Book Illustration and MakeYou Wanna Dance,
which teaches everything from the
foxtrot to salsa dancing. For adults only,
there’s Yoga; Ready, Set, Sort: Organizing Your Photos; and Ceramics.
For more information about the
classes, location, schedule, cost and
how to register, go to visitfanwood.com
or call (908) 889-2080.

Business Women to Hear
NJ Clean Energy Program

our members,” said Fanwood Rescue
Squad Captain Jeffrey Downing. “Protective clothing such as all-weather
coats and pants, footgear, gloves and
helmets are essential to keep our members safe while responding to 911 calls.
We’re really thrilled that this grant will
help defray this major expense.”
The Fanwood Rescue Squad is an
all-volunteer organization that derives
the majority of its funding through
direct donations from the community. In the past, the squad has also
received local grants from the Borough of Fanwood to help upgrade
communications systems and defray
the cost of new ambulances.
More than 18,000 applications totaling $2.5 billion in grant requests
were received for fiscal year 2006 for
AFG. Since 2001, AFG has provided
more than $2.4 billion in grants to fire
departments and first-responder organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment,
vehicles and fire prevention activities.
The department’s Directorate for
Preparedness administers the AFG
program through its Office of Grants
and Training (G&T) in cooperation
with the United States Fire Administration.

Bramnick to Speak in
Madison and Cranford
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) will
participate in Madison and Cranford
school programs designed to motivate students about state government.
Students will play roles of governor
and legislators. The students will be
assigned bills that are pending in Trenton. They will defend their positions
and seek support from classmates who
will represent interest groups and legislators. The students will be encouraged to develop ideas for new laws.
Mr. Bramnick is a winner of the
inspirational professor award at
Rutgers University and a former professor at Rider University. He is noted
for his comedy routines.

SUMMIT– The Summit Business Education, a trustee of Mercer County
and Professional Women (BPW) in- Bar Foundation, a past vice president
vite the public to a meeting on Mon- of the State Bar Professional Responday evening, October 16, at the Grand sibility Committee, a trustee and past
Summit Hotel, 570 Springfield Av- President of Executive Women of New
enue, to hear ChrisJersey and a member
tine Bator discuss
of the Seton Hall UniNew Jersey’s Clean
versity President’s
Energy Program. Ms.
Advisory Committee.
Bator, a commisThe October 16
sioner of the NJ Board
meeting begins at
of Public Utilities,
6:15 p.m. with netWESTFIELD UNITED FUND TEAM…More than 200 supporters attended the
will detail the stateworking. Dinner is
2006 Westfield United Way fundraiser campaign kickoff at the Francz’s home.
wide clean energy iniat 6:45 p.m. The
Pictured, from left to right, are: Lou Francz, Jane Francz, Board of Trustees
tiative.
cost is $35. Make
President Scott Cassie and general campaign co-chairs Cyrene and David Foltz.
The NJ Clean Enreservations
at
ergy Program, adminmeetingrsvp@
istered by the NJ
summitbpw.org beBoard of Public Utilifore Friday, Octoties, provides educaber 13.
tion, information and
The Summit BusiChristine Bator
ness and Professional
SUMMIT – Lee Hale of Westfield tions. He currently serves on the fi- financial incentives
Women promotes
has been appointed to a three-year nance committee of the Cancer Insti- for renewable energy
term on the Overlook Hospital Foun- tute of New Jersey. He is also a past systems and energy efficiency mea- equity for all women in the workdation Board. Mr. Hale, now retired, president of the Westfield Hospitals sures. The statewide program targets place through advocacy, education
was formerly assist treasurer of Merck Association, and a former trustee of approximately $125 million each year and information. The group welcomes
& Co., Inc., where he worked for 42 both Elizabeth General Medical Cen- toward technologies that save elec- members from all communities. For
years. He is a member
ter and Children’s Spe- tricity and natural gas and increase more information, write to Summit
the amount of electricity generated BPW, PO Box 831 Summit, NJ 07902of the Financial Excialized Hospital.
ecutives Institute and
“We are delighted from clean, renewable resources. 0831 or visit the website,
was a director of Linto welcome Mr. Hale Learn how New Jersey residents, busi- www.summitbpw.org.
coln Federal and an
to the Foundation nesses and communities can reduce
advisory board memBoard,” commented their energy use, lower costs and proIndustrial Hygiene
ber of Summit Bank.
Chairman
Bruce tect the environment.
Group to Meet Oct. 19
Former Acting Governor Richard
Active in commuWesson. “His experSCOTCH PLAINS — The New
nity service for much
tise in the health-care Codey appointed Ms. Bator to the NJ
of his life, Mr. Hale
field coupled with his Board of Public Utilities in January Jersey American Industrial Hygiene
is a director of the
dedication to commu- 2006. For 30 years, she practiced law Association (NJAIHA) will host a
Downtown Westfield
nity service make him specializing in regulatory, corporate dinner meeting on Thursday, October
Corporation and is
a wonderful addition and corporate governance law. She 19, at Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance
president of the
to our team as we help has written extensively on director on Route 22 East in Scotch Plains.
The meeting starts at 5 p.m. and
Westfield Athletic
lead Overlook into its and officer liability and the Sarbanes
Lee Hale
Oxley Act.
cost $25 for members, $30 for nonHall of Fame. He
next century.”
Former Governor Christine Todd members and is free for students.
served as a councilMr. Hale and his
man on the Westfield Town Council wife, Anne, have three children and Whitman appointed Ms. Bator in 1995 “Before Dinner” speaker Bob Guinter,
as a commissioner of the New Jersey an industrial hygienist, will discuss
and chaired the budget committee one grandchild.
for the Westfield United Fund. He
The Overlook Hospital Founda- Highway Authority. The authority stress management.
“After Dinner” speaker Walt Loftus,
is also past president of the Westfield tion raises funds to help Overlook created the first Sarbanes Oxley AuYMCA, the Westfield Foundation, remain on the forefront of medical dit Committee Charter. She was a senior account representative for 3M,
the Westfield School Boosters As- care. For further information on member of the joint NJ Turnpike Au- will discuss OSHA’s new Hexavalent
sociation and Echo Lake Country how to become a Friend of Overlook thority and NJ Highway Authority Chromium standard. Registrations
should be made by Tuesday, October
Club.
Hospital, please contact the founda- audit committee.
Ms. Bator is a director of the New 17, by calling Ronnie Tutty at (973)
Mr. Hale has experience in the tion at (908) 522-2840 or visit
Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal 300-0144, e-mailing rtutty@ptd.net
management of health care organiza- overlookfoundation.org.
or faxing reservations to (973) 5796202.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

WF’s Hale Named to
Overlook Foundation Board

Adlers and Mikimoto Join Fight Against Breast Cancer
Everything is possible with hope! That’s what Adlers
Jewelers of Westfield and Mikimoto believe when they
introduce a new special limited collection of cultured
pearl jewelry to coincide with National Breast Cancer
Awareness month in October to benefit breast cancer
awareness and raise funds to benefit women all over the
country.
Inspired by the pink ribbon, the symbol for breast cancer
awareness, the 2006 collection highlight is an Akoya cultured
pearl bracelet strung with pale string silk thread. A luxurious
twist on the runner “cause” bracelet, it features a ribbon
charm in 18K rose gold and is finished with Mikimoto clasp

in 18K rose gold. Other new pieces for 2006 are an Akoya
cultured pearl necklace strung with pink thread and two
Akoya cultured pearl and pink sapphire brooches.
Adlers Jewelers of Westfield with the belief “Everything is
Possible with Hope” is proud to donate a percentage from
sales to this important women’s health issue to the Susan
Jacobi G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.
Ramsey Berman, P.C.
Specializing in:
EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &
SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS
REAL ESTATE & LAND USE
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600

tjardim@hrb-nj.com

FAX:

973.984.1632

www.hrb-nj.com

SPFHS Music Booster
Seek Clothing Donation

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Music Boosters Association will hold a
clothing drive fundraiser on Saturday, October 28, in front of the high
school from 8 to 11 a.m. The proceeds will benefit students participating in the high school’s music,
marching band, chorus, color guard
and other fine-arts programs.
The boosters seek donations of
wearable and usable clothing, shoes,
belts, handbags, linens and stuffed
animals. To donate and for more information, visit the music boosters
website at spfk12.org/musicboosters.

MIKIMOTO PRESENTS
A LUXE TAKE ON THE CAUSE BRACELET.

CREATED IN AKOYA CULTURED PEARLS,
STRUNG WITH PINK THREAD,
A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS FROM SALES
WILL BE DONATED TO FUND THE FIGHT
AGAINST BREAST CANCER.

$980.
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County GOP Head at Ewing Law

Peyton's

Phil Morin Joins Newark Law Firm

Peek at the Week

CRANFORD — Phil Morin of ters, including litigation involving
Cranford has joined the law firm of the designation of redevelopment
areas, eminent doSaul Ewing as spemain proceedings
cial counsel in the real
and disputes over
estate department,
master deed and bywhere he will concenlaw provisions of
trate his practice in
condominium assoreal estate, land use
ciations.
and redevelopment
Mr. Morin is Chairlaw.
man of the RepubliMr. Morin reprecan Committee of
sents clients in transUnion County. He has
actions involving inserved as a member of
dustrial and commerthe Township Comcial properties and
mittee in Cranford,
negotiates leases on
and he also served a
behalf of commercial
term as mayor.
landlords and tenHe received his
ants.
Bachelor of Arts deHe has appeared
Phil Morin
gree, cum laude, from
before land use
boards and redevelopment agencies Drew University in 1991, and he
on a variety of residential, retail, com- earned his law degree from Rutgers
mercial and industrial development University School of Law in Newark in 1994. He is licensed to pracand redevelopment projects.
Mr. Morin has experience in real tice law in New Jersey and New
estate and land use litigation mat- York.

In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Stender, Kean Seek
Hastert’s Removal
Republican United States Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr., a State senator,
and Democratic Congressional hopeful Linda Stender, an assemblywoman
(LD-22, Scotch Plains), both have called
for the resignation of House of Representatives Speaker Dennis Hastert.
“Having the perspective of a
mother, I am disappointed that the
GOP leadership did not take action to
protect vulnerable children from a
sexual predator. It’s time for some
accountability and for some commonsense change in Washington. Speaker
Hastert has lost the moral authority to
properly run the business of the people
and should resign,” Mrs. Stender said.
Mr. Kean said, “Hastert should resign as speaker. He is the head of the
institution and this happened on his
watch. I urge House leaders to go
further by appointing an outside panel
to review the matter immediately.”

year when he created a similar site in
a race involving Republican Assembly candidates Amy Handlin and Sam
Thompson. They called the website,
handlin-thompson.org, “fraudulent.”

State Says Retirement
To Cost UC $9.3 Mil.
Early retirement for 183 employees last summer has cost the County
of Union $9.3 million instead of saving $8.5 million over five years as
originally thought by county officials,
according to a report in The Sunday
Star-Ledger, which quoted a study
commissioned by the state Division
of Pensions and Benefits.
County Manager George Devanney
called the report “flawed.” The
county’s own study, he said, determined the program would save $15
million over 20 years.

Menendez Building
Was Sold to Embezzler
Gannett News Service reported Friday that U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez sold a building he owned
in Union City to convicted felon
Lourdes Lopez. Lopez served a federal prison term for helping Union
City Treasurer Leonard Grazeola steal
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
public funds in 1989 and 1990, when
Mr. Menendez was mayor and Lopez
was assistant branch manager for a
branch of National Westminster Bank.
Lopez reportedly paid $500,000
for the building, which houses the
North Hudson Community Action
Corp. Authorities are investigating
$300,000 in rent paid by the nonprofit paid to Mr. Menendez over
nine years when he owned the building and during which time he served
in Congress and helped garner federal grants for North Hudson.

SELECTIONS

FEATURING WINES WITH RATINGS OF...

90 Points or More... for 20 or Less!
$

Ridge Ponzo Zinfandel 2004
Exhibits a dark ruby color along with notes of sweet vanillin (from new oak
barrels), black raspberries, blueberries, and currants. Velvety-textured,
broad, rich, full-bodied and seductive, it should drink well for 5-6 years.

19.99

$

90

WINE
ADVOCATE
POINTS

WINES
& SPIRITS
POINTS

90

Ruffino Modus 2001

90

In 1913 the Folonari family purchased Ruffino and started on a nearly century-long pursuit
to develop a collection of estates in Tuscany, which all matched the standard of quality and
uniqueness which was the trademark of Ruffino’s wines. Lots of new wood yet rich and
fruity, with loads of plummy, toasty oak and meat character. Full-bodied, soft $
and round, with a long finish. Sangiovese, Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

91

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

19.99

Ferrari Carano Chardonnay 2004
Offers a lively beam of rich fruit supported by crisp acidity and layers of
pear, apple, nutmeg and hazelnut flavors that are intense
and concentrated, gaining richness with a long firm finish.

17.99

$

Antinori Péppoli 2003
Péppoli Chianti Classico DOCG is the archetypal modern Chianti Classico.
It combines the complexity and structure of a well-aged riserva with the fruity
fragrance of a young wine. Intense red fruit aromas with hints of vanilla. A
$
well-balanced wine with good structure and nice length with fruity flavours.

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

17.99

Fernleaf
Sauvignon Blanc 2004
Produced from grapes grown in
New Zealand’s key wine growing
regions: Marlborough, Hawke’s
Bay and Gisborne. Fresh fruit
flavors, zesty herbaceous tones,
and mouthwatering acidity that
Sauvignon Blanc lovers treasure.

Republican Assemblywoman
Alison Littell McHose said the apparent conflict of interest that exists
with Democratic Assemblyman
Charles Epps, serving in the Legislature while simultaneously serving as
the superintendent of schools for Jersey City, shows that a ban on dual
office holding is needed.
She cited an October 2 Jersey Journal story that reported Mr. Epps made
a campaign contribution to Jersey
City school board member Jeff
Dublin, a Hudson County freeholder.
As a BOE member, Mr. Dublin is
charged with evaluating Mr. Epps’s
performance as superintendent.

$7.99

Wine Spectator: 92

Sebastiani
Sonoma County
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
Very dark garnet color, with ripe,
opulent black cherry fruit. This wine
has finesse, elegance and intoxicating aromatics akin to a Bordeaux
from the Medoc. Brown sugar, blackberry aromas topped with coconut
and vanilla in the nose. Blackberry
continues on the palate to the finish.

Wine Spectator: 91

Kean Joins Elizabeth
DEMs at Event

$13.99

Concha Marqués
Chardonnay 2003

U.S. Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr.
attended an event in Elizabeth last week
with Elizabeth Councilman Bob Jaspan,
Board of Education President Rafael
Fajardo, President of Families United
for Students of Elizabeth Daisy Vega
and Assemblyman Eric Munoz (LD21, Summit). Mr. Jaspan recently lost
his reelection bid in the Democratic
Primary for the Elizabeth City Council.
“I’m honored to be joined today with
many members of the Democratic
Party…who believe New Jersey is always better off when led by reformers
and not by bosses,” Mr. Kean said.

Rahway Republicans have filed a
complaint with the New Jersey Election Law Enforcement Commission
(ELECT) alleging that former Rahway
News-Record and Clark Patriot Publisher James Devine, a Democratic
campaign worker, created a website
intended to misrepresent the GOP.
The website, rahway2006.net, no
longer in operation, included negative
information about GOP City Council
candidates and did not contain a disclaimer. The actual GOP site is
rahway2006.com. Mr. Devine called
the GOP claim that he did not properly
register the site “baseless,” saying that
he had taken proper steps to set it up.
Mr. Devine also set up
timeforchange2006.net, a variation
on Republican mayoral candidate
Larry Bodine’s actual website,
timeforchange2006.com.
Mr. Devine came under scrutiny last

Prices effective through Nov. 7.
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

ShopRite Wines & Spirits
has always been
synonymous with great
prices, variety and service.
We also carry the finest wines
for the most discriminating
palate at impressive prices.

Serving As Super, Asm.
A Conflict for Epps

Ex-Publisher Accused
Of Phony GOP Website

SADDLE UP…Riding under the banner Guys and Dolls, a septet of Westfielders
will pedal the perimeter of Manhattan on Sunday to benefit the Multiple Sclerosis
Society of NYC. The 35-mile ride attracts more than 5,000 participants each fall.
Team captain Scott Gleason, a local realtor, and wife Nancy are riding for their
11th year. They are joined by Leslie Dickstein, Mitch Slater, Greg Rood, Marci
Fisher and 13-year-old Julia Fisher, all of Westfield. So far, the Guys and Dolls
team has raised $3,385 toward a goal of $10,000 for this worthy cause. For a secure
donation link, visit westfieldlife.com.

SHOPRITE

Feds Subpoena Rutgers
For Bryant’s Records
Federal prosecutors last week subpoenaed Rutgers University payroll
records concerning State Senator
Wayne Bryant (LD-5, Camden), who
was paid $35,000 a year as an adjunct
professor, according to a Star-Ledger
report.
Mr. Bryant is under investigation
for public positions he held while serving as chairman of the powerful State
Senate Appropriations Committee.
A report by federal moderator and
retired judge Herbert Stein found that
Mr. Bryant held a $38,000 “no-show”
job at the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey while increasing state funding to UMDNJ by
millions of dollars.
Prosecutors also subpoenaed documents from the Camden Redevelopment Agency, City of Camden and
the Gloucester County Board of Social Services concerning Mr. Bryant’s
law firm, Zeller & Bryant.
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Shows the great recent progress
in the viticultural/vinicultural art in
Chile. Rich but very stylish, with
lush flavors of Jonagold apple, fig,
hazelnut, and honeysuckle. Fine
acidity drives the long finish.

Wine Spectator: 90

$14.99

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc 2005
Tangy in style, with plenty of
fresh green apple character adding depth to the grapefruit and
guava flavors, lingering nicely.

Wine Spectator: 90

$12.99

SPECIAL

95-100 . . . . . . . .Classic
90-94 . . . .Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69 . . .Below Average

Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve Merlot 2003

Summers Napa Andrianna’s
Cuvee Cabernet 2003

Tenuta I Muracci
Fortediga 2004

Black plum, boysenberry, and cherry
flavors with violet, chocolate and
cedar notes. This wine is smooth
and the tannins are refined and
round. This wine caresses the mouth
and lingers beyond each sip.

A deep and complex Cabernet that
is a signature of its extraordinary
terroir. Barrel aging and judicious use
of new oak make this wine enjoyable
young. Firm tannins make for a wine
worthy of cellaring. Serve with roast
chicken, London Broil or simply
indulge with dark chocolates.

Delicious, excellent value! 40% Syrah,
30% Cabernet Franc, and 30%
Cabernet. This elegant, deep
ruby/purple-colored effort exhibits
plenty of crunchy, delicious, black
currant and cherry fruit, smoky, spicy
characteristics, a hint of new wood,
and loads of charm and texture. A
hedonistic, seductive mouthful of wine.

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$17.99

Kendall Jackson
Grand Reserve
Chardonnay 2004
Elegant and tropical with hints of
lemon and other citrus fruits. Fuji
apple notes carry through this beautifully balanced, delightful wine. Lushly
layered, enchanting creamy texture
and a finish that lingers on and on.

Robert Parker: 91

Wine Enthusiast: 91

$18.99

Nino Franco
Prosecco Rustico NV
Scents of talc balance ripe melon
and lime flavors, ending on a brisk,
mineral note. The flavors last, rich
but not sweet, ready for fresh crab.

$10.99

Wine Advocate: 90

$13.99
Catena Malbec 2004

Girard Petite Sirah 2003
Chewy, inky, extracted yet elegant
wine with grapey, peppery plum,
wild berry, herb and spicy floral
notes. The tannins are what you
might expect from a wine of this
size—mouthcoating. Still, it's a
delightful wine to drink.

Wine Spectator: 90

$16.99

Turkey Flat
Butchers Block Red 2003
Dense purple-tinged wine (76%
Mourvedre, 21% Grenache, and
3% Shiraz) boasts a big, sweet
nose of blueberries, flowers, and
earth. Structured, linear, and tightly
knit, this is surprisingly voluptuous
(for a Mourvedre-based wine), it
will drink well for 5-10 years.
Wine Advocate: 90
$17.99

OF THE MONTH

Great aromas of crushed blueberry
and raspberry, a juicy texture and
well-integrated toast and mineral
notes. Nice blast of pure fruit on
the finish. Drink now through 2009.

$13.99

Wine Spectator: 90

Catena Chardonnay 2004
Full yellow-gold. Exotic aromas of
apricot, orange, honey and smoky
oak. Then sweet but firm, with
intense apricot, peach, kiwi and
mineral flavors. Among the elite of
Argentina, as few other producers
capture this much freshness of fruit.

Stephen Tanzer: 90

$11.99

Di Majo Norante
Ramitello Rosso 2003
Big, rich nose of melted licorice,
truffles, black currants, plums, and
cherries, followed by a full-bodied,
amazing concentration, beautiful
sweet fruit, and admirable richness.

$9.99

Robert Parker: 90

Di Majo Norante Sangiovese 2004

Benton Lane
Pinot Noir 2004

One of the world’s best values in Sangiovese!
Aged six months in large foudres, it offers up
aromas of strawberries, black cherries, damp
earth, spice box, and fruit cake. This expressive,
medium-bodied, fleshy Italian red is meant to be
drunk over the next 1-2 years. Buy by the case!

Light and immensely appealing
delicacy and suppleness, offering
pretty raspberry and strawberry
flavors with hints of white pepper
and fresh mushroom as the finish
sails on. Drink now through 2009.

Robert Parker: 90

$6.99

Wine Spectator: 90

$15.99

Robert Parker: 90

$14.99

Allegrini La Grola 2001
Outstanding blend dominated by
Corvina with small quantities of
Rondinella, Syrah and Sangiovese.
A dense ruby/purple-tinged color is
followed by heady aromas of black
cherry liqueur, smoke, roasted
meats, licorice and espresso.
$14.99
Robert Parker: 90

Punto Final
Malbec Reserve 2004
Bright medium ruby. Pure blackberry,
black raspberry, licorice, graphite,
minerals, chocolate and coffee
aromas. Very suave on entry, then
youthful, with highly concentrated,
sweet dark berry flavors and lovely
inner-mouth perfume and terrific
vinosity. Finishes juicy, sappy and
very long, leaving the palate refreshed.

Stephen Tanzer: 91

$12.99

Falesco Vitiano Rosso 2004
A wine with lovely balance and
clean plum, berry and chocolate
character, medium body and
polished tannins. The perfect house
wine- a great value. Sangiovese,
Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon.
Drink now through 2010.
$7.99
Wine Spectator: 90

Falesco Sangiovese 2005
Outstanding! Makes a mockery
of many of the over-priced
Sangioveses emerging from other
areas of the world. A stunning
value, it boasts a beautiful bouquet
of sweet cherries, strawberries,
bay leaf, spice, and blacker fruits.
Full-bodied with superb length,
good underlying acidity, and a
beautiful texture.
Robert Parker: 90
$9.99

Prices & products featured are available only at these ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores:
Caldwell

Fair Lawn

Little Falls

Parsippany

Westfield

478 Bloomfield Ave. . . . . . .973-226-8400

35-07 Broadway . . . . . . . . .201-796-2398

171 Browertown Rd. . . . . . .973-256-5551

772 Rt. 46 Arlington Plaza .973-299-0555

333 South Ave. . . . . . . . . . . . .908-232-8700

Chester

Freehold

Neptune

Rochelle Park

120 US Hwy. 206 South . . .908-879-5352

3585 Hwy. 9 & South St. . .732-294-8660

2200 Hwy. 66 & Roller Rd. .732-775-8653

220 West Passaic St. . . . . . . .201-843-4946

Englewood

Lincoln Park

Paramus

Rockaway

55 Nathaniel Place . . . . . . .201-816-8266

60 Beaverbrook Rd. Beaverbrook Mall . . . .973-694-4420

224 Rt. 4 East & Forest Ave.201-843-7283

439 Rt. 46 East . . . . . . . . . . . .973-366-9844

We Accept:
®

Debit
Card

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Oct. 11 thru Tues., Nov. 7, 2006.
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State Must Stop Grabbing
Revenue from Our Towns
The State Legislature’s joint committees looking into
reducing the property tax burden have met all summer.
Yet, last week, municipalities got a surprise when they
discovered that the state not only raised the sales tax by
16.7 percent but also expanded the goods and services to
which the tax applies. Sales taxes are now imposed on
municipal parking, commuter and employee parking permits, pay stations, and pool and golf memberships.
The state already dips heavily into parking-ticket revenues and most other fines. When one pays a parking
ticket in Westfield for $20, the state takes $11.50 of it.
Regardless of what the state says, the money is absorbed
into the general fund to offset its uncontrolled spending
and political doles.
The state takes a slice of almost everything. It just
upped its slice of the revenue from municipal raffle
permits. The state’s decision to grab municipal revenue is
a hidden tax that has a big impact at the local level.
It’s ironic (and disheartening) to hear the state say in
July that it is doing this for property-tax relief. The effect
is just the opposite, giving little credence to the rhetoric of
our elected officials.
Town governments are viewed as the “bad guys” in the
eyes of the property-tax payers. By law, towns are the tax
collectors, which gives them the bad rap. However, towns
must give the boards of education about 65 percent of the
property tax money and the county about 20 percent.
What’s left over is used to run municipal government.
Matters are worse now that the state has slithered into the
municipal revenue extraction game.
Town governments now have the difficult task of increasing fees to make up for the lost revenue per the
expanded sales tax. Residents will likely come to meet-

ings or call to complain about fees being increased. Call
the Governor instead. How can legislators seriously talk
about reducing property taxes when they provide less aid
while taking more municipality-generated revenue?
The County of Union does not seem to know yet how
the expanded taxes will affect its operations. The county’s
golf courses charge user fees, not memberships, which are
not included in the sales tax, according to county officials.
However, the county’s public pools may be included in the
sales tax. Officials are still trying to determine the impact.
In Westfield, the parking sales tax is a big number,
$100,000, as exclaimed by the council last week. In
Mountainside, the tax is only about $105 per year. But,
Mayor Robert Viglianti notes the bureaucratic burden of
collection. Fanwood and Cranford must deal with the new
tax as they have sizable train station parking operations.
We’re not sure how school systems will be affected.
The expanded sales tax has hit many businesses too for
the first time; including limousines, massages, tattoos,
information, investigations, security, burglar and fire
alarms, landscaping, computer databases, downloads,
weather alerts and credit reports. Interestingly; legal,
engineering and accounting fees were left untouched.
The State Legislature’s joint committees – budget,
public schools, constitution reform and citizens property
tax convention and public employee benefits — need to
evaluate the impact “hidden taxes” are having on towns.
In our opinion, local government revenue sources must be
untouched by state politicians.
Given all of this, Governor Jon Corzine just announced
talks of selling the New Jersey Turnpike. If it’s a good deal
for Goldman Sachs, how can it be good for the citizens of
New Jersey? When will this financial folly end?

Letters to the Editor
By Andy MacDonald, Fanwood GOP Council Candidate

Fanwood Redevelopment Redux Thoughts and Questions
Pictures, posturing and promises, but
no real progress. This seems to be the
status of the Downtown Redevelopment
Plan (“DRP”) under the Mahr Administration. I have lived in town 29 years,
have served on council and have almost
10 years on the planning board. My running mate Rich Alber and I have reviewed
what has been happening and believe that
assessment shows some disturbing conclusions.
The DRP was, and still is, considered
one of the best strategies for downtown
revitalization. New and attractive construction in Fanwood’s core downtown
retail area, resulting in a pedestrian-oriented shopping environment, is one of the
objectives of redevelopment. When Colleen Mahr and Donna Dolce campaigned
for mayor and council in the fall of 2003,
they promised that they would do a better
job managing the DRP. Now that three
years have passed, it is time to assess what
has actually been accomplished.
The borough’s current DRP does not
differ drastically from the plan approved
under the previous administration. The
same four streets surrounding one downtown block (South, Martine, LaGrande
Avenues and Second Street) comprise the
downtown redevelopment area. The major change made by the Mahr administration was to change from a single-developer concept to a different approach, allowing anyone to be a developer for any
property.
To date, Mayor Mahr has designated
three of the individual owners as developers to essentially develop their own properties. These designations were made as
far back as the spring of 2005. There has
been no construction with respect to these
sites. And there have been no sealed finalized plans submitted for approval.
Finalized plans are essential because
they provide detailed information about
the foundation, water and sewer lines, electrical heating, plumbing, sheet rocking and
all the components needed to complete a
project. Without this definitive information, construction permits cannot be issued
and construction cannot begin.
The mayor and council are the Redevelopment Agency. They are responsible
for developing this one square block.
Sure, there has been other development
done around the borough. As a member of
the planning board, I have voted for most

of those projects. The mayor and council,
as the Redevelopment Agency are responsible for the development of the one
square block, while the planning board is
responsible for making certain the proposed plans presented for consideration
meet zoning codes and other legal requirements. The planning board is not
responsible for the concept and development of a property or in picking the developer.
I voted for two of the three proposed
projects for the downtown area submitted
to the planning board. The one I voted
against was the Station Square plan. I did
so because I believe the density requested
for that size property is too high. I personally feel that the setback from the road of
only six feet and the proposed height of
three stories (a la the Dunkin’ Donuts
building, but higher) is not in keeping
with the borough.
I have also voted for many of the
projects currently under way or finished
around Fanwood. All of these projects
were not the responsibility of the mayor
and council as is the DRP. The private
businesses that have moved forward with
these projects should be commended.
If these projects can move ahead, what’s
wrong with the mayor and council? They
still cannot get any development of this
one square block off the ground.
When I decided to run for borough
council, this was one issue I considered
important and needed to understand the
why of it. I feel the frustration of 30 years
of “same old-same old” most of the
longterm residents feel.
The residents of Fanwood deserve
answers from Mayor Mahr and Councilwoman Dolce. Where is the construction of a mixed-use multi-level structure of stores and residences along 222
South Avenue? In the June 2006 issue
of The Fanwoodian, Mayor Mahr stated,
“After more than two years in the planning, the demolition and construction
of the borough’s first new construction
in the Downtown Redevelopment has
begun.”
The fact is that a fire ravaged buildings
on the site a few years ago, which necessitated the demolition she refers to. Demolition that was a life and safety concern,
not a “shovel in the ground, start to a
project” as claimed by the mayor.
The developer of this property pro-

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

jected in his original application to the
borough that demolition would begin in
early October/November 2005. Final inspections and certificates of occupancy
were anticipated in September 2006. That
time frame has come and gone. Sealed
finalized building plans are not even on
file yet, so building permits cannot be
issued. Construction cannot even move
forward until this has occurred.
Where is the construction of residences
and stores along 230 South Avenue? In
October 2005, the mayor promised that
there would be construction on this site by
May 2006. Another building season has
passed. Valuable ratables, which could
help decrease our tax burden, are being
lost. The only picture here is a lack of
progress.

Former SP Police Chief
Writes of Depositions
In the September 21 edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, you detailed the conclusion of the lawsuit against
the township by four Scotch Plains police
officers. As [Scotch Plains] Police Chief
during the initial incident, I was also
named in the suit. Although the suit never
made it to trial, I had to sit through hours
of deposition testimony by various individuals associated with the suit.
One of those depositions was from
former [police] Lieutenant Neil
LeStrange, who is now a Democratic
candidate for the township council. I believe that the residents of Scotch Plains
and The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times
would be interested, and in some cases
disturbed, to read the under-oath testimony of Mr. LeStrange. Now that he is a
candidate to lead this town on our governing body, I feel that it is important for the
residents of this town to be enlightened so
that they can make an informed decision
on Election Day.
Now that this case has been settled, the
depositions in this matter are now public
documents and are available for public
scrutiny. In particular, I would draw your
attention to his testimony regarding his
attendance at the “Good Old Boys Rally,”
– a four-day event participated in by members of various law enforcement personnel, particularly on a federal level. It was
an event with derogatory racial overtones
and had received national press coverage
back in the nineties.
Chief Thomas F. O’Brien – Ret.
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Best: See complete e-mail list at
www.goleader.com/contact
Else: editor@goleader.com

Submittal Formats
Email Photos as jpg in color
Email Ads as pdf in color
Please spell & grammar check
For more information, please see
www.goleader.com/help

Letters to the Editor
Parent Questions Security at WHS,
Edison, Roosevelt Schools
Let me begin by stating that I, myself,
have gone through McKinley Elementary School, Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Westfield High School. I’ve
lived in Westfield all of my life and I can’t
believe what I see each day progressively
getting worse.
I’ve been one of the many viewers
tuning in this past week and listening as
newscasters report school shooting after
school shooting. What’s the latest count,
three schools this past week alone? Insane.
Wonderful safety changes have been
made to my child’s elementary school McKinley School, that were due in part to
9/11, I’m sure. However, I see that neither
the middle schools nor the high school is
nearly as safe — At all. Does the high
school even have an on-site detective,
now that Det. Allen has retired?
You can walk into either Edison or
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools and not
be questioned. The back doors, as well as
the gym doors are hardly ever locked.
Westfield High School is an absolute joke
as far as security goes. Front doors, back
doors, loading dock...You name it, they’re
almost always open. After the Columbine
disaster and the many tragedies like that
followed, why is that still the case? Last
year, a former ‘troubled’ student was
allowed into the high school to spend the
day with a friend, due to the fact the
student’s school (another town) was not
in session. The student did so without the
needed and pre-authorized note from
home. The student walked the halls the

entire day calling people names and such.
When I called the vice-principal - Mr.
Tenant - last year, he assured me that the
high school was doing away with the
“bring-a-friend-to-school” policy altogether. Wait, it gets better. This year, a
fight broke out due to the same lack of
security; a visiting student from another
town came into the high school and started
a fist-fight with one of our children.
Does it take a true act of violence to get
someone’s attention? Is everyone so under the impression that “it” simply doesn’t
happen here. Someone needs to wake up
and smell the coffee before something
actually does happen, and on a grand
scale. The fact that we are one of the only
schools around here that still has an openlunch policy is still beyond comprehension. Who is responsible for the children
when they are off campus? What if, God
forbid, someone were to get hit by a car as
they crossed a street? Who is held accountable? Who is held accountable for
the children who come in from other areas
to eat lunch with our kids? Does anyone
have a grand picture of all that goes on? I
don’t think so.
Even the paraprofessionals who former
Principal Robert Petix was trying to warn
about seem to be most incompetent.
Granted, the high school is the most
densely populated school and it must be
hard to keep track of everything; but,
these are our children, our future.
Francesca Sabino
Westfield

By Linda Stender DEM Candidate for Congress

Action Needed on Stem Cell Research
Seventh Congressional District candidate Linda Stender and Rep. Diana
DeGette visited the home of a local teen
afflicted with diabetes on October 4 to
call for the expansion of stem-cell research.
Mrs. Stender and Rep. DeGette — the
author of legislation to expand federal
funding for research on embryonic stem
cells vetoed by President George W. Bush
this past summer — visited the home of
John McBride and met with his daughter,
Michelle. Michelle has diabetes. Her family said they support embryonic stem cell
research.
“The biggest obstacle to furthering stem
cell research and potentially life saving
science is an administration and a Republican Congress that is beholden to the
extremists in their party who play politics
with science,” said Mrs. Stender, the
Democratic candidate for Congress in
New Jersey’s seventh district. “A majority of Americans recognize that stem-cell
research is a vital step in the development
of lifesaving medical treatments that could
unlock the cures for diseases like diabetes, arthritis, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s.
According to press release from the
candidate, “An expansion of stem-cell
research is important because federal
policy is outdated and creates arbitrary
obstacles to important medical advancements. The current narrow policy on the

Boy Scout Reminder:
Care for Our Flags
My name is Tommy Hogaboom, and I
just want to write The Westfield Leader
and say what a disgrace the American flag
over at the Westfield American Legion
Post #3 is. As an Eagle Scout, my project
was on the WWII monument; and to see
the veterans let the flag go like this is a
disgrace.
I have tried to contact Ralph Douglas
and Charles Townsend — and even my
father — about it, but yet no one seems to
care.
I was hoping this letter would make
things right.
Tommy Hogaboom
Westfield

number of stem cell lines available for
research prevents work on curing dozens
of diseases and limits the number of people
who could be helped by expanded research. American scientists and researchers also are in jeopardy of falling behind
other nations if stem cell policy is not
expanded.
“Not once in almost six years in office
has the President used his power to veto
legislation. Not once until the stem-cell
measure DeGette sponsored came to his
desk. And when the House quickly
brought the measure back to the floor for
consideration, it failed to get the twothirds vote required to override the presidential veto.
“The vote was 235-193, 51 votes short
of what was needed to keep the stem cell
bill alive. (Rep. Mike) Ferguson, being
the Bush rubber-stamp he has always
been since first being elected, voted in
favor of Bush and against the people he
was sent to represent in Congress.”
“Denying families the access to this
life saving science goes against common
sense,” said Mrs. Stender. “President
Bush’s veto of The Stem Cell Research
Enhancement Act makes it exceedingly
clear that he is not governing in the interest of all Americans. This is an initiative
that is supported by a majority of Americans. It has bipartisan support in Congress. The President should be ashamed
of himself for vetoing this measure and
Mike Ferguson should be ashamed of
himself for supporting Bush’s decision.
Congress should do everything in its
power to expand stem cell research — not
limit it.”
Mrs. Stender said siding with President Bush against stem cell research “is
just another example of Mike Ferguson
votes lock-step with the failed policies of
this administration.”
“Whether it is voting to raid the Social
Security Trust Fund or working to limit a
woman’s right to choose, Mike Ferguson
is just another mouthpiece for the Bush
Administration,” said Mrs. Stender. “I
am proud to say that I support Congresswoman DeGette’s stem cell bill. And
when I get to Congress, I will work to help
expand stem cell research.”

By David Valian Fanwood DEM Council Candidate

Development Not Limited Downtown
I read with interest a recent article by
Ted Ritter about downtown Fanwood.
The article accurately expressed Mayor
Colleen Mahr’s commitment, and that of
the Fanwood Borough Council, towards
downtown redevelopment in Fanwood. I
appreciate that the redevelopment is extremely important, but this administration has not limited itself to the downtown
projects.
If you get a chance to explore Fanwood,
you will see the beginnings of the redevelopment process throughout the downtown area as mentioned in the article, and
you will feel the excitement it is generating. But don’t stop there. Notice the rebuilt Dunkin Donuts, and the new sidewalks, lights and railings near the train
station. Notice the improvements at the
library, and at the recreational building in

Forest Road Park, with its new kitchen
that was made possible with a Union
County grant. Notice the new tennis courts
in La Grande Park, and the new sidewalks
leading to McGinn School.
Notice the work to improve the La
Grande Park baseball field and ensure
the safety of the children in the playground.
The energy and commitment that
Mayor Mahr and this administration
have given to Fanwood is admirable. I
want to help continue the work in
progress.
That is why I am running for a seat
on the Fanwood Borough Council.
Please vote for me and my running
mate, Councilwoman Donna Dolce, in
the Tuesday, November 7, general election.

Introductions are Courtesy,
Not Matter of Fanwood Politics
My name is Linda Caminiti, and as a
proud Fanwoodian and as an independent
not affiliated with either political party, I
was surprised and saddened to see a former
mayor using my name in his letter to the
editor last week to make a very small
point in his party’s election campaign.
Yes, I volunteer my time, and that of
my family as well, to work at Fanny
Wood day, and have done so for many
years. Beyond my serving on the committee all year, my primary role as master of
ceremonies on the day of the event is to
announce the events, interview people in
the crowd and generally cheerlead.
Even though it is a huge time commitment, I am proud to have been a part of an
annual event, which has brought much
joy and even a little revenue to the town.
My philosophy, as all who know me will
agree, is to accentuate the positive. I regret that my enthusiasm in a brief foursentence introduction for an accomplished
Fanwood resident, Linda Stender, was
perceived “with disgust” by Ted Trumpp.
Yes I was proud that a local Fanwoodian
and a fellow woman was a candidate for
an important governmental position, and
that’s why I introduced her the way I did.
I would also have been proud to introduce
our current representative to Congress, in
a similarly positive way, if he had attended the event.

That’s not a “political circus,” that’s just
good manners. Mr. Trumpp expressed his
opinion, let me share mine — with all the
serious issues that exist for our borough,
county, state and country, I can’t believe
he is wasting his outrage on me. Despite
his seeing slights where none were intended and his public complaint and demand for an apology, let me suggest instead something positive: perhaps if he
was one of the volunteers working at the
Fanny Wood Day street fair for the benefit
of Fanwood, he would have seen the big
picture, and enjoyed the day much more.
Linda Caminiti
Fanwood

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Platyhieric – Having a flat or broad
sacrum
2. Haematophilina – Blood-sucking
vampire bats
3. Hakeem – A Moslem doctor
4. Bekah – One half a shekel
MECONOPHAGIST
1. An opium eater
2. A sleepwalker
3. A person who talks in his sleep
4. A speed reader
HEPATOLITHIASIS
1. A tearing in pieces
2. Savageness of manner; fierceness
3. Gallstones
4. A flattened state or condition
INTEGUMENT
1. An outer covering of a body or plant
2. The lower world; Hades
3. The rotten heart or body of a tree
4. Burial; interment
PANSOPHY
1. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke
2. Universal wisdom or knowledge
3. Abundance
4. An enduring conflict

See More Letters Page 21

Letters to
the Editor
Fanwood Mayor Mahr
Responds to GOP
With respect to the inaccurate statements made by the local GOP candidates
concerning the hiring of T&M Associates, the following is an outline of how the
borough conducted itself.
Fanwood does follow the State of New
Jersey’s Pay-to-Play law - this became
effective January 1, 2006 The State of
New Jersey does allows municipalities to
award professional services without public bidding. However, in keeping with my
administration’s commitment of open and
transparent government, the Borough of
Fanwood solicited Request for Proposals
(RFP’s) in 2005 to administer the TDR
program in Fanwood.
The guidelines for the entire TDR program were established by the State of NJ
Department of Community Affairs
(NJDCA). Two firms responded to the
RFP’s — Schoor DePalma and T&M
Associates. The borough, after careful
review of the proposals, selected T&M.
The amount of T&M’s contract has always been in line with the amount of
grant money Fanwood receives from the
NJDCA. The NJDCA is the one who is
overseeing this pilot program as well as
the other five being conducted throughout the State of New Jersey.
Since we began this program, status
reports are required to be submitted to
NJDCA for their review. In addition,
Fanwood has a NJDCA official who has
been assigned to our project. This official
attends all our public meetings, sits in on
our conference calls, updates the mayor
and council and offers valuable assistance throughout the entire process. As
with the award of any grant, there are
checks and balances.
With Fanwood having received historic levels of grant monies — $2.1 million over the last three years — we are
more than familiar with this process. To
insinuate that there is no oversight or that
this mayor and council are not taking the
appropriate measures in hiring professionals is extremely misleading. I would
strongly urge any candidates who say
they wish to serve our community to
make sure that they have the correct facts
prior to fanning the flames of political
rhetoric. Our residents deserve better.
Mayor Colleen Mahr
Fanwood

Campaign Trick is an
Old Bamboozle
A column by Paul Peyton in your October 5 edition includes an item, accepted
at face value, that the Republican National Senatorial Committee is “preparing for the possibility that the Democrats
may attempt to switch from Robert
Menendez to another candidate.” I could
have just grinned and ignored this, but
something a little more serious is at stake.
This ploy by the Republicans is the
standard mischief and disinformation of
Senate campaigns. Strategists will try to
imply that a candidate is so weak that he
might have to drop out. Of course, this is
nonsense. In fact, it is such an old trick
that I was shocked to see it is still used.
More surprising than the Republicans
trotting out this hoax is the way that your
columnist seems to have accepted it hook,
line and sinker.
Whether you support Senator
Menendez or not (I do, enthusiastically),
no honest observer can claim that the
Democrats have ever considered pulling
the rug out from under one of their strongest candidates in any senate race this
year. Senator Menendez has run an extraordinary campaign and will continue
to serve New Jersey as a great senator.
I’m afraid you were bamboozled by an
old trick.
Steven Gorelick
Westfield

‘Government Reform Thoughts’ at goleader.com
Since the beginning of the year, The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times have government reform
thoughts at goleader.com and a feedback
form is provided for the public to comment.
This week’s reform thought is: Officials in New Jersey state government are
discussing requiring towns and school
districts to merge and turn over local
functions to county government as a way
to reduce cost and lower property taxes.
Long-term, this may be beneficial. However, we believe that this would result in

chaos and delay tax reform. Substantial
implementation time would be required.
Most importantly, the root cause of the
problem is not being addressed — that of
corruption, exploitation and waste. Everyone knows what the problem is and
what fixes are required. We say, bite the
bullet and get the job done. Stop wasting
time and money. Stop distractions. The
public will not let up on this issue (we
hope). It's way above the radar screen.
To review the government reform
thoughts for the year, please see
goleader.com/services/reform.
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By Scotch Plains GOP Council Candidates

Thank You to Our Veterans
Running for Union County Freeholder
has been a positive experience. I have met
many interesting and friendly people. I
can attest that there are many good restaurants all over the county, whether for a
slice of pizza or a full dinner. I have also
been very fortunate to have my views
published by The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
This week, I ask the reader’s indulgence. Rather than report on county issues or expound on my views, I would
like to report on an experience that I
found to be very moving.
This past Saturday, my running mates
and I were invited to march in a parade
celebrating the opening of the Kenilworth
Veterans Center. Saturday started as a
rather chilly and overcast day. By parade
time, the weather had cleared but it remained chilly. Our Republican contingent
contained a truck carrying 20 veterans.
They each carried a poster with a photo of
themselves in their service uniforms. We
were near the front of the parade, finished
the route in 20 minutes and were fortunate
enough to see most of the parade. We
witnessed an impressive drill by the
Rahway High School ROTC. Many veterans passed by, some in vintage military
vehicles. Both Miss and Mrs. New Jersey
were in attendance. The bands played patriotic songs; the scouts and local sports
teams participated. Cheerleaders twirled
batons, and World Karate put on an exhibition for the vets. It was a fine parade.
By the time the dedication ceremony for

the Veterans Center and Veterans Park
began, the sun warmed the area. We were
surrounded by veterans and their families.
I wondered about the unimaginable horrors many of these heroes must have witnessed. They endured these hardships to
give us the gift of freedom. The speakers
thanked all who made the day and the
center possible; they also always thanked
the vets, who really made it all possible.
Congressman Ferguson spoke of his admiration for the veterans and vowed to continue his fight for veterans’ health benefits.
Senator Kean and Assemblyman Cryan
delivered eloquent messages praising the
assembled veterans.
While I am sure there were many partisan Democrats and Republicans in the
crowd, everyone was there for one reason:
to honor those who have helped to preserve our freedom. By the time the bagpipes played “Amazing Grace,” the crowd
was in a thankful and patriotic mood. While
we may disagree on many issues, there are
many more issues that unite us as Americans. And we can certainly be proud of our
American heritage and those who fought
to defend that heritage.
Thank you to all the men and women
who have served in the United States
military. Thank you to the families and to
those currently serving in our armed
forces. Thank you to those families who
have family members in the military.
Without your sacrifices, we would not be
the nation we are today. May God bless
all of you and the souls of those departed.

By DEM Candidates for Scotch Plains Council

Parking Fees Should be Lowered
Neal LeStrange, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss, Democratic candidates for Scotch
Plains Township Council, brought their
campaign to Scotch Plains commuters at
the Fanwood train station on September 28.
“We realize that many of our Scotch
Plains residents have long commutes to
work and may not have time to focus on
the local issues that affect them,” Mr.
LeStrange said. “However, being informed of the poor management and neglect of township facilities and other factors that have pushed our property taxes
higher will help them to make the right
choice on Election Day.”
“Our visit to the train station gave us an
opportunity to interact with hundreds of
people and a chance to listen to their
concerns,” Mr. Glover said. “One thing
we consistently heard was the desire to
have a direct line into New York. While
we realize that this would be an involved
undertaking, we feel that a local govern-

ing body should advocate for the interests
of it citizens. This will not only benefit the
commuters, but all home values in the
area will increase as a result.”
“Another thing we heard our Scotch
Plains residents talk about was the significantly higher parking fees charged to
them, while Fanwood residents park at a
reduced rate,” Mr. Strauss added. “Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are sister towns and
share many facilities, such as a joint school
system. Many of the youth athletic associations have membership from both
towns, yet it’s the Scotch Plains’ fields
that are used at our taxpayers’ expense.
We feel that Fanwood should be approached to give Scotch Plains commuters a fairer deal.”
Voters may learn more about the Democratic candidates by visiting
www.spdems.com or contacting them at
(908)490-1900
or
ScotchPlainsDem@aol.com.

By GOP Candidates for Fanwood Council

Fanwood GOP Hosts Tailgate Party
A 100-inch wide-screen, food and
games for the entire family are planned by
the Fanwood Republican Organization
on Sunday, October 15, as they host a
Giants vs. Falcons tailgate party at
Jersyland Park off Beryllium Road in
Scotch Plains. Tailgate starts at noon,
with the game kick-off scheduled for 1
p.m. This family event will have all the
usual tailgate fare plus organized games
for the kids and family.
“This is one of many events held by the
club throughout the year,” said Gerry
Vadas, chairman of the event. “We don’t
have a rain date because we’ve arranged
for a huge tent just in case, but I have it on

good authority it will be a great day. We’ll
have a ballgame setup for the kids and
kids-at-heart, plenty of food and prizes for
the basketball longest sink, horseshoes
and hand ball competitions. So, bring the
kids and leave the babysitter at home.”
The cost is $40 for a single or $60 for
the family. Payment will be accepted at
the registration/sign-in table, but a call to
confirm attendance is encouraged.
In attendance will be GOP Borough
Council candidates Andy McDonald and
Rich Alber with their families.
For additional information or directions, please call Gerry Vadas at (732)
684-7484.

Page 5

Manager Atkins Supported

CAMPAIGN WELCOME…Approximately 100 supporters welcomed DEM
candidates Bob Menendez (U.S. Senate) and Linda Stender (7th Congressional
District) last Sunday night at Susan Pepper’s home on Sunset Avenue in Westfield.

By Bob Menendez, DEM Candidate for Senate

Bush ‘Ignores’ N. Korean Threat
NEW BRUNSWICK — In response to
reports that North Korea tested a nuclear
weapon, Monday, U.S. Senator Bob
Menendez said, “Today’s nuclear test by
North Korea confirms our worst fears and
illustrates just how much the Bush
administration’s incompetence has endangered our nation. Five years ago, President Bush told the American people about
what he termed ‘the axis of evil,’ three
countries he alleged were developing
weapons of mass destruction. Since that
time, we invaded Iraq, the country that
didn’t have weapons of mass destruction,
and ignored Iran and North Korea, the
two that did.
While George Bush bogged our military down to topple a regime that had no
weapons of mass destruction, a brutal
dictator in North Korea has strengthened
a nuclear arsenal that has the potential to
threaten the west coast of the United
States. A nuclear North Korea is a threat
to its neighbors, a threat to the 38,000

American soldiers deployed in South
Korea and a threat to every American.
We had the opportunity to stop North
Korea from increasing its nuclear power,
but George Bush went to sleep at the
switch while he pursued his narrow agenda
in Iraq. When the world was crying out for
leadership, George Bush gave it negligence. The war in Iraq has tied our hands
and our enemies know it. We now lack the
international credibility to assemble a real
coalition to deal with North Korea, which
we should have done years ago, and our
country is less safe because of it. There can
be no clearer evidence that it is time for a
change of direction in Washington.
We cannot afford to trust George Bush
to get this right, since he has gotten it
wrong for the past six years. He needs to
appoint immediately an independent envoy such as James Baker or William
Perry to oversee an international coalition to deal with this emerging crisis.
There is no time for delay.”

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican candidates for township council have recently announced their wholeheartedly
support for Scotch Plains Municipal Manager Thomas Atkins. Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool said, “Tom Atkins has
been with the township for over 25 years
and is the principle reason why our municipal government runs as smoothly as it
does. He is the past president of the NJ
Municipal Managers Association and is
recognized by his peers as an expert in the
field of municipal government.”
Responding to rumors that Mr. Atkins’
job was on the line depending upon the
outcome of the November 7 township
council election, Mrs. Malool went on to
say, “It has gotten back to us from several
sources that one of the Democratic council candidates has been boasting that if he
is elected, Tom Atkins will be the first to
be fired. We call on our Democratic opponents to disavow these rumors and
state unequivocally that Tom Atkins will
remain on as our municipal manager regardless of the election outcome.”
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge went
on to say, “Prior to getting involved in
municipal government as a zoning board
member and ultimately as a councilwoman, I had the opportunity to serve as
administrative assistant to the mayor
and municipal manager. I know that
Tom Atkins’ experience and work ethic
are second to none and it would be a
travesty to lose him due to politics. He
has served with both Republican and

For Voting Info, see
goleader.com/06election

WINE BAR & RESTAURANT

By DEM Candidates in New Providence

It is Time for a Change
When elected, we will make New Providence a leader in adopting ethics reforms
that will promote accountability and transparency of municipal government.
When elected, we will strengthen our
borough’s policies in the following ways:
Extend the requirement for competitive
bidding to lucrative professional services
contracts; extend the ban on pay-to-play
to developers, so any developer who contributes more than certain amount to borough campaigns would be ineligible to
develop property in New Providence;
Create a policy to protect whistleblowers
and create a system to allow anonymous
complaints, so that employees and resi-

Democratic council members and has
remained steadfastly apolitical during
his career. We have seen firsthand what
can happen when political cronies are
appointed to important administrative
positions. The last time the local Democrats took control of our municipal government in 1999, they appointed William Polidore as our finance officer, and
he soon was caught in a $320,000 embezzlement. Fortunately, the money was
recovered and Mayor Marks’ administration instructed Mr. Atkins to bring on
the most qualified CFO in the state. Mr.
Atkins then hired Lori Majeski, and we
have now had four straight years of impeccable township audit reports.”
Council candidate Rich Duthie concluded by stating, “Scotch Plains is a
special place where the municipal government does not bend to pressures of
outside political bosses when it comes to
the appointment of key administration
officials. We cannot afford to start now.
One only needs to take a look at recent
media accounts of corrupt political bosses
around the state and how they try to exert
their influences even on local governments. I’m not sure why this Democratic
candidate for township council wants Tom
Atkins removed, but it certainly cannot
be for what is in the best interests of
Scotch Plains.”

dents are not afraid of retaliation when
they become aware of misconduct; consider the creation of a 1-800 hotline number to facilitate this process; ban nepotism
in borough hiring, while grandfathering
current employees; reinvigorate the existing ethics board (which currently consists
of three council members) by including
residents, and making its membership representative of the community; create an
agenda for the board that includes ethics
and conflict of interest training of elected
officials and senior management.
It’s time for a change. Elect Norman
Samodovitz for mayor, Rosanne McGraw
and Douglas Ashinsky for council.

Live Jazz
Tuesday thru Sunday

THE ONLY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN
16 Prospect Street, Westfield 908-232-7320
LUNCH: Tues. – Sat. DINNER: Tues. – Thurs. • 5:00pm – 9:30pm
Fri. – Sat. • 5:00pm – 10:00pm Sun. • 4:30pm – 8:30pm

We will always say “Thank you”.

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
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Limestone Hill
Chardonnay $15.99

From Everywhere at Every Price
Motif Merlot
$11.99

Ten Mile Broken
Road $10.99

We thought the days were
long gone when we would
have an inexpensive merlot
that we would brag about.
Happy to be wrong. From
Monterey County, this is
medium bodied with clean
refreshing acid. Well-balanced
flavors of mulberry, cherry and
plum. There is a wonderful
spicy element in the mid
palate that makes it truly stand
out from other merlots at this
price. If you are looking for a
wine to give as a Christmas
gift this year, you couldn’t do
better at the price.

The base wine in this old
style California field blend
is Petite Sirah. It also
contains Zinfandel, Barbera,
Malbec and Carignane.
Another one of our
increasing collection of well
priced, interesting blended
California reds. Tons of
black fruit in a medium
bodied wine with
interesting notes of tea,
herbs and earth. Great with
burgers, pizza, or Tuesday
night leftovers. Far more
complexity than you usually
get at this price.

Two Oceans
Sauvignon Blanc
$10.99
This is grown in a
number of cooler hilly
locations around South
Africa. It is fresh, bright
and clean with hints of
gooseberry, grass, citrus
and herb, but its’ most
notable feature is an
extremely ripe pineapple
note. Great with fish,
light pasta, salad or ham.
The finish will stay with
you. This is a great
inexpensive treat.

This is the single best South African chardonnay we have
tasted. Grown on gravely soils in the Robertson district, the
grapes benefit from sea breezes and morning fog. There is wide
temperature variation between night and day, which promotes
ripeness while maintaining acid levels. Lovely green apple,
peach, citrus and nut flavors. Done entirely in stainless steel, it
gets its’ creamy depth from aging on the lees. You can sip it on
its’ own or have it with lobster. Great stuff.

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys $17.99 750ml
Romana Sambuca $17.99 750ml
Kahlua $15.99 750ml
Southern Comfort $13.99 750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno $18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka

Your Favorite Wines
$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL!
% Any 2 bottles of wine
OFF with this coupon

10

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded.
750ml only. Expires 10/11/06

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

Now at
Peterson’s
Wines

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
5L
4L
4L

Check out
our Fine
Cigar
Selection!

Absolut 80 $30.99 1.75L
Ketel One $34.99 1.75L
Grey Goose $26.99 750ml
Smirnoff $19.99 1.75L
Stolichnaya $30.99 1.75L
Skyy $24.99 1.75L
Wolfschmidt $13.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label $29.99 1.75L
Chivas Regal $53.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black $56.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red $29.99 1.75L
Clan MacGregor $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels $36.99 1.75L
Jim Beam $24.99 1.75L
Seagrams 7 $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire $34.99 1.75L
Tanqueray $30.99 1.75L
Hendricks $27.99 750ml
Beefeater $28.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L
Seagrams $15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum

Captain Morgan $24.99 1.75L
Bacardi Silver $19.99 1.75L
Bacardi Gold $19.99 1.75L
Malibu $23.99 1.75L

%
%
20OFF
10 OFF

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.
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Miller-Cory Invites Families
To ‘Crazy Colors’ Program

Miss Elizabeth C. Keneally and Gregory J. Freisen

Miss Elizabeth C. Keneally
To Wed Gregory J. Freisen
Dr. and Mrs. Francis Keneally, Jr.
of Warren have announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Elizabeth Catherine Keneally, to Gregory Joseph Freisen. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Freisen of
Westfield.
A 1998 graduate of the Oak Knoll
School in Summit, the bride-to-be
received her Bachelor of Arts degree
in Elementary Education with honors
from Villanova University in
Villanova, Pa.
Since her graduation in 2002, she
has been employed by Cedar Hill
School in Basking Ridge and currently teaches second grade. She re-

ceived her Master of Arts degree in
Elementary Education in 2005 from
Marygrove College.
The future bridegroom graduated
from Westfield High School in 1998
and was awarded his Bachelor of
Science degree in Marketing from
Miami University in Oxford, Ohio in
2002. Mr. Freisen has been employed
as an insurance sales representative
with Unum Provident for over four
years and is based out of Clark.
The couple will be married in August of 2007 at St. James Roman
Catholic Church in Basking Ridge,
with a reception to follow in West
Orange.

College Club Plans Program
On Appraising Antiques
SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present a program entitled “Appraising Antiques and Other Old Things”
on Monday, October 16. Lynn
Caporoso and Bobby Selig will conduct the program.
Mr. Selig of Parse House Sales has
40 years experience in the field of
antiques and collectibles. He was
the proprietor of an antiques shop in
Scotch Plains for more than 23 years.
Ms. Caporoso has participated in
the antiques business for over 20
years and for the past 12 years has
been the owner of Country Cottage
Antiques, located at 425 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The program will take place immediately following the College Club’s
8 p.m. business meeting in the cafeteria of Union Catholic High School,
located at 1600 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The public is welcome
to attend the program free of charge.
Audience members are invited to
bring their old items for appraisal.
Items are limited to two per person.
The College Club of FanwoodScotch Plains is dedicated to providing scholarships for young women
of high school and college age who
reside in the community. Further information about the program is available by calling Carolyn Dittus at
(908) 233-2948.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present a program entitled “Crazy Colors…Natural
Dyes” on Sunday, October 15, from 2
to 4 p.m. This program is described as
ideal for children.
In the Colonial era, after the sheep
were sheared and the wool cleaned
and combed, the next step was to dye
the wool before spinning. Families
who lived on farms such as the MillerCory House were experts at selecting seasonal materials from nature
that would produce the best dyes and
colors. Vera Lough will talk about
these natural materials and assist participants in dying white wool. Ms.
Lough also will show children how to
use their naturally dyed wool in a
number of different crafts.
Museum docents will be available
on Sunday to guide visitors through
the restored, fully furnished farmhouse. Members of the Cooking Committee will prepare food over the openhearth fire and offer taste treats for
visitors to sample.
The gift shop, which features a
wide variety of Colonial toys, crafts,

Library Invites Public
To See Film Musicals
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Public Library will
present classic movie musicals for
the whole family on its new bigscreen and surround-sound theater
system. They will be shown on
Wednesdays, October 25 and November 1, starting at 7 p.m.
Titles include selections such as
the original The Producers, Kiss Me
Kate, Hello, Dolly! and other favorites. Refreshments will be provided.
The screenings are free and open to
the public. No registration is required.
For a complete schedule, please
call (908) 233-0115 or visit the
Mountainside Public Library at Constitution Plaza in Mountainside during regular library hours.

Empty-Nesters to Hold
Organizational Meeting
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Empty-Nesters Club, a group for “inbetweeners” interested in socializing
at one another’s homes for dinners,
cookouts and the like and possible
group outings, will hold an organizational meeting. The first meeting will
be to gauge interest and then to elect
officers and form committees. For
details, please call Roberta at (908)
232-0537 after 5 p.m.

books and educational materials, will
be open for business.
Admission to the museum is $2.50
for adults and $1 for students. Children under age four will be admitted
for free. Upcoming events at the museum include the annual “Four Centuries in a Weekend” on October 21
and 22 and “Halloween Hocus-Pocus”
on Sunday, October 29. For more
information, please call the museum
office at (908) 232-1776.

La Leche League Posts
Next Meeting Date
WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, will
meet on Thursday, October 19, at 10
a.m. Topics of discussion will include “At Home with Your Baby” and
“Getting Breastfeeding Off to a Good
Start.”
New, experienced and expectant
mothers and their children are welcome to come and learn more about
breastfeeding, have their questions
answered and meet other
breastfeeding mothers. For more information and the meeting location,
please call Mari at (908) 233-6513 or
Arlene at (908) 789-4772.

Holy Trinity to Present
Handmade Items Sale
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church will host a
Work of Human Hands Sale on Saturday and Sunday, October 21 and 22.
All are invited to shop for fair trade
gifts, housewares, jewelry and other
items handmade by artisans living in
developing regions around the world.
The sale will be held from noon to
4 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Sunday in the Holy Trinity
School gymnasium, located at 336
First Street in Westfield.
This two-day event will be part of
the Work of Human Hands Program,
a partnership between Catholic Relief Services and A Greater Gift, a
non-profit program of SERRV International, an alternative trade and development organization that works
with artisans and farmers in 35 countries around the world.
Every purchase made at the Work
of Human Hands Sale allows a producer to provide for the basic necessities of life, to educate her or his
children and to work in a safe environment. For further information,
please call Deacon Tom Pluta at (908)
232-8137.

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL EVAN NIGHTINGALE
(She is the former Miss Ellen Marie Freisen)

Miss Ellen Freisen
Weds Michael Nightingale
Miss Ellen Marie Freisen, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Freisen of
Westfield, was married on Friday, May
19, to Michael Evan Nightingale. He
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Keith Nightingale of Ojai, Calif.
Monsignor William Harms officiated at the afternoon ceremony at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. A reception followed at
the Olde Mill Inn in Basking Ridge.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory, silk satin Cristina
Arzuaga gown covered with French
lace and detailed with pearl and crystal beading. Her gown was designed in
a 1940s vintage style, accessorized
with a custom-made lace shrug. She
carried a bouquet of yellow and white
roses mixed with dendrobian orchids.
Miss Elizabeth Lau of Philadelphia,
Pa., formerly of Westfield, was the
maid of honor for her longtime friend.
The bridal attendants included Mrs.
Colleen Dupuis of Fanwood and Miss
Heather Olson of New York, friends of
the bride, and Miss Catherine Nightingale of Santa Cruz, Calif. and Miss
Caroline Nightingale of Maui, Hawaii, the sisters of the bridegroom. All
wore strapless, black, A-line dresses
with a sage wrap designed and custom-sewn by the bride’s mother and
carried bouquets of dendrobian orchids. Miss Regan Nightingale of San
Diego, Calif., the bridegroom’s niece,
was the flower girl. She wore a tealength white dress with a sage ribbon
around her waist.
Christopher Nightingale of San Diego, the bridegroom’s brother, was the
best man. Serving as groomsmen were
Joseph Ballatore of San Diego and
Clifton Cooper and Kevin Atwill, both
of Atlanta, Ga., all friends of the bride-

groom, along with Gregory Freisen of
Hoboken and Christopher Freisen of
Westfield, the brothers of the bride.
Mrs. Kathleen Nightingale of San
Diego, the sister-in-law of the bridegroom, and Mrs. Kathy Maher of
Westfield, an aunt of the bride, did
scripture readings. Christopher
Freisen, the bride’s brother, performed
a solo dedicated to the couple.
A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bachelor of Arts degree from James Madison University in 1998 and her Master of Arts degree in Communicative
Disorders from San Diego State University in 2002. She is employed as a
senior speech-language pathologist
with Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Fanwood.
The bridegroom attended the Savannah Christian Academy in Savannah, Ga. and received his Bachelor of
Arts degree from the University of
Georgia in 1992. He is employed as a
senior account executive with American Lawyer Media in New York.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner at the
Stage House in Scotch Plains the
evening before the wedding.
Mrs. Ellen Albino, Mrs. Ellen St.
Clair and Mrs. Eileen Schrader, friends
of the bride’s mother, hosted a shower
on February 28 at Mrs. St. Clair’s
Westfield home. Mrs. Barbara
McConville, the bride’s aunt, hosted a
shower on March 19 at her home in
Jersey City. The bridal attendants
hosted a 1970s retro-themed bridal
shower on April 8 at the home of Mrs.
Nancy Lau of Westfield.
Following a wedding trip to the
Amalfi Coast of Italy, the couple resides in Scotch Plains.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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AW
MILY
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
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Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .

Columbus Week Sale
SPECTACULAR SAVINGS 35-50%

Chair of the Family Law Department of

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Double Header

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

at the

Westfield Memorial Library

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Saturday, Oct. 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Bob McGee chronicles the vibrant
history of the famous Ebbets Field.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

Shifman Bedding Save 35-50%

and get a FREE iPod(R) Shuffle**
Entire Stock Hancock & Moore Leather 50% Off
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756-7623
Monday-Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Eve ‘till 9 • SUN 1-5
for directions visit our website at www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday, Oct. 23 at 7:00 p.m.
Dan Gutman, popular children’s author, discusses writing and his love of
baseball.
Don’t miss discussions of two of
Gutman’s books on
October 16 and 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs. Please call the library for details.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org
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Fragile Huts Are Reminder
To Care For Those In Need
By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

During this week, Jewish people
all over the world are observing the
festival of Sukkot, or as it is known in
English, The Feast of Booths. One of
the central practices of this joyful
holiday is for a family to construct a
fragile hut, or booth, and many decorate it with gourds, popcorn and paper chains, and colorful banners.
The booth, or sukkah, as it is known
in Hebrew, is meant to recall the fragile huts lived in by our ancestors as
they journeyed through the desert
from Egypt to the Promised Land.
Although it is the practice to eat
meals and even sleep in sukkah, it is
intended to be a temporary structure
and is usually removed after a week.
Eating and living in the fragile booth
reminds us that there are many people
on our planet who are forced to live in
temporary or inadequate shelter all
year long and we are to be sensitive to
their plight.

One year ago, Hurricane Katrina
devastated our Gulf Coast, leaving
thousands homeless. Many of those
displaced still have no home. Last
week, members of the WestfieldMountainside Ministerium participated in a Habitat for Humanity Build,
creating a home in Westfield that will
be transported to Biloxi, Miss. for
use. This was a truly interfaith effort,
uniting members of our churches and
synagogue for a blessed purpose.
I wish to congratulate the
ministerium and those volunteers of
all faiths who participated in the Biloxi
Build.You represent what is best about
our community and provided genuine shelter from the storm. I hope
your efforts inspire others to follow
your example.
*******
Rabbi Sagal is senior rabbi of
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

CROP Walk on October 22
To Help Combat Hunger
CRANFORD – Area residents are
gearing up to participate in the 32nd
Cranford CROP Walk on Sunday, October 22, at 2 p.m. The six-mile walk
will begin and end at the Cranford
United Methodist Church at Walnut
and Lincoln Avenues, with a halfway
refreshment stop at the First Presbyterian Church on Springfield Avenue
in Cranford.
Organized locally, the Cranford
Clergy Council CROP Walk is one of
2,000 across the country. The organizers’ hope to have 200 walkers and
raise $17,000 to help stop hunger
locally and around the world through
self-help development initiatives. Last
year, 193 walkers raised $16,030 in
the Cranford CROP Walk.
Twenty-five percent of the funds

Willow Grove Invites
All to Fall Festival
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in Scotch
Plains has invited members of the
community to attend its Fall Festival
on Sunday, October 29, from 1:30 to
4:30 p.m. Admission will be free.
A variety of games, cookie-making,
arts and crafts, tattoos and storytelling
will be available for all. Weather permitting, the festival will be held in the
church parking lot. Otherwise, it will
take place inside Ryno Hall.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road. All the facilities are handicapaccessible. For more information about
Willow Grove, please call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
office@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit www.willowgrovechurch.org.

raised through the Cranford CROP Walk
will benefit Cranford Family Care as
well as the food pantries of the Osceola
Presbyterian Church of Clark and the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield. The balance will be directed
to Church World Service, a ministry of
the National Council of Churches of
Christ in the U.S.A. that works to combat hunger and provide disaster relief
within the United States and globally.
The Cranford CROP Walk has
raised over $265,000 in the past 31
years. For more information about
the walk, please call Robin Marko at
(908) 789-0739. Walkers and sponsors can register and contribute online
at the CROP Walk Friends Asking
Friends website, which can be accessed at www.cropwalk.org or by
calling (888) CWS-CROP.

Candidates to Speak
At Temple October 19
AREA – Temple Beth O’r/Beth
Torah, located at 111 Valley Road in
Clark, has invited area residents to
meet the candidates for the Seventh
Congressional District.
Assemblywoman Linda Stender,
the Democrat candidate, will be the
guest next Thursday, October 19, at
7:30 p.m. On Wednesday, October
25, Republican Michael Ferguson will
speak, also at 7:30 p.m.
Each candidate will speak for approximately 20 minutes and then take
questions from the audience. There is no
admission fee and both events will take
place at the temple. Refreshments will
be served. For further information, please
call Geri Modell at (908) 668-4942.
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Library Series to Spotlight
Concerns of Disabled People

GENEROUS GESTURE…Elizabeth Youngs, president of the Genealogical Society of the West Fields (GSWF), center, presents a contribution of $1,000 from
the GSWF to Westfield Memorial Library Director Phil Israel as Jennifer Reese
Schulze, GSWF liaison to the library, looks on. The donation will benefit library
modernization efforts.

Genealogical Society Gift
To Aid Library Upgrades
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memorial Library received a contribution of $1,000 from the Genealogical Society of the West Fields
(GSWF) September 20 for the 2006
Library Improvement Project. The
gift places the GSWF on the Twain
Circle Honor Roll of honored contributors.
In response to the changing needs
of the library, plans are underway
for a renovation and development of
a modern new library to enhance
programs, activities and services
through better space planning and
expanded service areas. Contributions for this major project are appreciated. All donations of $1,000 or
more will be acknowledged on a
special donor wall of recognition in
the library’s main lobby.

All Saints’ Harvest Fest
On Tap For October 21
SCOTCH PLAINS – A petting
zoo and pony rides, face painting
and pumpkin decorating will all be
part of the Harvest Fest on Saturday, October 21, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.
The All Saints’ Crafters will offer
an assortment of handcrafted pieces.
Additionally, vendors will have various items for sale including handmade jewelry, soaps and candies;
Japanese crafts; art prints; note cards;
glass vases and birdhouses, among
other merchandise. A large display
of gift baskets and baked goods also
will be offered for sale.
Lunch will be available, including
sandwiches, hot dogs and chili.
Raffle tickets for a 50/50 will be on
sale until 3 p.m. The drawing is
scheduled for 4 p.m. and winners
need not be present. For more information on the Harvest Fest, please
call (908) 322-8047.

Westfield Memorial Library trustees agreed to sponsor the GSWF on
January 10, 1980. GSWF executive
board meetings and its monthly meetings are held at the library, located at
550 East Broad Street. Members and
the society as a whole have donated
many books to the library and volunteered numerous hours in manning
the library’s Local History Room.
Membership in the GSWF is open
to all persons interested in promoting the purposes of the society. For
more information about joining the
GSWF, please call Membership CoChairpersons Janice and Marty
Unfried at (732) 793-7513.

Bruce Harris to Discuss
Sherlock Holmes Book
SCOTCH PLAINS – Local resident and author Bruce Harris will
discuss his new book about Sherlock
Holmes and Doctor Watson on Monday, October 23, at 7 p.m. at the
Scotch Plains Public Library.
Mr. Harris, a marketing analyst at
UPS and contributor to The Baker
Street Journal and Sherlock Holmes
Journal, will share how the book
explores the personality types of
the famous literary detective and
his ever-present companion.
“Sherlock Holmes and Doctor
Watson: ABout Type,” Mr. Harris’
first book, is a recent publication
dealing with the characters’ physical, social and psychological makeup.
The author and his wife have been
residents of Scotch Plains for 13
years and have two children. Mr.
Harris first became interested in
Sherlock Holmes in 1964. He also
is a pipe collector (a related hobby).
The seminar will be held in the
library’s Community Room. The library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For further information or directions, please call (908) 322-5007.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Beginning
tonight, the Scotch Plains Public Library will continue its yearlong program series on issues relating to disabled individuals and their families
with six offerings slated for October,
which is National Disabilities Awareness Month.
A program entitled “As My Child
Grows” will be held this evening,
Thursday, October 12, at 7 p.m. Dr.
Kristen Sharpen will discuss important developmental milestones,
warning signs of significant delays
in speech and motor skills and what
to do if a child appears to be missing
age-appropriate milestones.
On Saturday, October 14, the
movie Radio will be screened at 1
p.m. It shows how the mentoring
relationship between a prominent
high school football coach and a
mentally challenged man at first divides but ultimately unifies a small
South Carolina town.
On Wednesday, October 18, at 7
p.m., Union County representatives
will explain the county system of
Early Intervention and Case Management. Case managers, with parental consent, work with parents
and physicians to evaluate an affected child and develop an individual service plan for the family.
Certified speech-language pathologist Stacia Paganelli will conduct individual speech-language
screenings of children ages one to
five throughout the day on Tuesday,
October 24.
This free screening will provide
information on a child’s speech and
language skills using standardized
testing and play assessment. Parents
concerned about their child’s communication skills are asked to preregister by calling (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 202.
Parents and caregivers of persons

with Autism Spectrum Disorder are
welcome to share in “Autism Families Talk” on Wednesday, October
25, from 7 to 9 p.m. This will be an
open forum for support and to share
ideas and experiences.
Finally, community members are
invited to a meeting of the Commission for Community Programs for
Individuals with Disabilities on
Wednesday, November 1, at 7 p.m. It
will focus on setting the course for
developing collaborative initiatives
to advance the acceptance and inclusion of people with disabilities.
The programs will be held in the
library’s Community Room. A resource display of books, pamphlets
and educational materials also will
be available. The Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue. For more information or directions, please call (908) 322-5007.

Rummage Sale Set
For This Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion in
Westfield will host a rummage sale
this Saturday, October 14, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. It will take place at
American Legion Post No. 3, located at 1003 North Avenue in
Westfield. All proceeds will benefit veterans. The auxiliary is a
non-profit organization.

Simchat Torah Slated
Tomorrow at Temple
WESTFIELD – Area residents are
invited to attend the Erev Shabbat service and Simchat Torah celebration at
Temple Emanu-El beginning at 7:30
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, October 13.
There will be dancing (hakafot),
Torah processions and the unrolling
of the Torah scroll, as well as songs
and refreshments. All are welcome to
listen and take part as the congregation finishes reading Deuteronomy
and begins Genesis.
Shemini Atzeret services will be
held on Saturday, October 14, at 10:30
a.m. in the main sanctuary during
which yizkor will be read.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
further details, please contact Carolyn
Shane, executive director, at (908)
232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org or
visit www.tewnj.org.

The Scotch Plains Recreation Commission Announces:

GRAND OPENING

SCOTCH PLAINS
MINIATURE GOLF COURSE!
th

Saturday, October 14
2:00 P.M.

Located on Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
Bring Postcard and play for Half Price!!
All those who come in a sports jersey from a Recreational
or Interscholastic Program will also play for Half Price!!
Lunch will be provided.

Supplies are limited.
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Ferguson Assists Couple
Left Homeless by Red Tape
SCOTCH PLAINS – Denise and
Lou Laster of Scotch Plains had
struggled for nearly a year. She’s
legally blind; he’s disabled with a
back injury.
Without monthly Social Security
disability income, the Lasters couldn’t
make ends meet. When their application to the Social Security Administration stalled, the couple couldn’t
pay the bills. They were evicted from
their home and lived in their car for
weeks. They even hired an attorney to
help them, but to no avail.
Then the Lasters turned to Rep.
Mike Ferguson (D-7th) for help.
His office contacted federal officials and corrected the problem, and
today, the Lasters have their Social
Security disability checks. And
they’re no longer living in a car.
“Congressman Ferguson came to
our rescue,” Mrs. Laster said after visiting with Mr. Ferguson on Friday at the
Scotchwood Diner. “Congressman

Ferguson really went to bat for us, and
because of him, we’re off the streets
and have a warm place to sleep at
night.”
Mr. Ferguson said fighting for his
constituents before federal agencies
is among the most important parts of
his job – and the most rewarding.
“Denise and Lou needed help and
qualified for help, but their case was
caught up in red tape,” he said after
visiting with the Lasters in Scotch
Plains. “There’s nothing more rewarding for me than cutting through that
red tape and delivering for the constituents I represent.”
Mr. Ferguson’s congressional office helps thousands of 7th District
residents each year on issues ranging
from Social Security and Medicare to
visas and appointments to U.S. military academies. Anyone with a question, comment or concern about a federal agency, can contact Mr. Ferguson’s
office for assistance at (908) 757-7835.

KEN@ •PLACE •SCHOOL

HUNG UP!!

Newcomer Hurt By Neighbors
Who Don’t Wish to Socialize
By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

KEEPING WARM…The Westfield Service League will sell coats at its thrift shop
beginning Tuesday, October 17. The league’s thrift and consignment shops, both
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, offer fall and winter clothing for the entire
family, plus books, toys, shoes, household items and jewelry. Shop hours are 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Tuesday to Saturday. Pictured, from left to right, shop employee Lee
Pratt and Service League volunteers Jill Sitcer and Judy Duchek model various
coats available for sale. For more details, please call the thrift shop at (908) 2332530.

Chelsea at Fanwood to Host
Finals of Senior Art Show
FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood, an assisted living community, will host the finals of the Chelsea
Senior Living first annual juried senior resident art show on Friday, October 20, at 11 a.m.
Warren artist and photographer
Monica Giglio will do the judging
and the art will be on display for the
public to view until 2 p.m. The Chelsea
at Fanwood is located at 295 South
Avenue.
In September, each of Chelsea Senior Living’s seven New Jersey communities held its own juried art show.
The winning artwork from these seven
shows will comprise the entries for the
October 20 competition and viewing.
All Chelsea residents were invited

to enter up to three pieces of art. All
work must have been an original creation of the artist or group. Eligible
categories included pen and ink, oil,
acrylic, watercolor, pastel, drawing,
mixed media, photography, sculpture,
computer graphics and crafts. The
Chelsea provided all supplies.
“We are very excited to be hosting
this event because it is a wonderful
showcase of the talent and creativity
of Chelsea Senior Living residents,”
said Jennifer Ricci, executive director of The Chelsea at Fanwood.
Following the exhibit at Fanwood,
a replica of the winning artwork will
be made for display at the headquarters of the American Health Care
Association in Washington, D.C.

OPEN HOUSES
Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 15, 2006, 1-3 p.m.
Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Wednesday, October 18, 2006, 9-11 a.m.

Commissioning and Validation
For Regulated Industries

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 12 , 2006, 1-3 p.m.
Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

October 18

Open House Program

9:00 - 9:15
9:15 - 10:00
10:00 - 11:00

|
|
|

Refreshments & Registration
Information Session
Tours

October 15/
November 12
|
|
|

1:00 - 1:15
1:15 - 2:00
2:00 - 3:00

Equipment Validation
Utilities Start-Up Validation
Computer Validation
Laboratory Instrumentation

908-612-6545

Process Validation
Method Validation
Cleaning Validation
Facility Validation

www.ctg-gmp.com
john.lindros@ctg-gmp.com

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ 07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

A Frustrated Woman writes: What
advice do you have for someone who
has moved into a new home and has a
neighbor who is a grouch? My family
(and I) moved into a new home in a
lovely town. The neighbors are very
nice and welcomed us warmly. My
problem is with my next-door neighbor, who never greeted us and treats
us like we are intruders or aliens.
Both the husband and wife never
say hello, have never invited us over,
go to work early and come home late
at night. Their children are seldom
around. They are always chauffeured
around. Should I accept this and tell
my children to just play with the other
children in the community? It hurts.
Answer: We cannot choose our
neighbors; for that matter, we cannot
choose our relatives. What we do is
enjoy the relationships with those with
whom we are comfortable and tolerate and/or avoid the others. In general, your area seems to have pleasant
families.Your next-door family seems
to have a busy lifestyle and may need
to concentrate on their immediate
family and work needs, which gives
little time for socializing. And/or they
may be antisocial. Go on with your
life, have the children play with other
children who are receptive and
friendly. We cannot always control
life’s processes.

Red Cross Announces
Clothing Drive Contest
COUNTY – The Tri-County Chapter of the American Red Cross, which
serves 22 communities in three counties including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Garwood, is hosting a
“clothing drive competition.” It seeks
participants who would accept a
clothing donation bin and generate
donations in that bin.
Any participating school or organization will be eligible to win a
$1,000 first prize by collecting the
most poundage of clothing by June
15, 2007. Second and third prize will
be $500 and $250, respectively.
The chapter receives 5 cents per
pound of clothing donated in the bins,
which directly benefit disaster services to assist people locally, such as
providing lodging, food, clothing and
emergency funds to a family that has
lost their home in a fire. For more
information, please call Alan Karmin
at (908) 756-6414, extension no. 20,
or visit karmina@usa.redcross.org.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150
www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 67th Year

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.
Specializing in:
• Attorneys • Physicians Offices
• Commercial • Home Owners • Workers Compensation

An Aggravated Mother writes: I
have a 24-year-old, brilliant son who
has made a mess of his life and I do
not understand why. He was raised in
a good home, did well in school,
always got what he wanted (maybe
he is spoiled), has had no financial
stresses because my husband has done
well as a stockbroker.
“John” (disguised name) had
friends, but could not sustain them.
He smoked pot and drank when he
was in his teens. I felt all teens go
through this stage and did not want to
confront him (my husband and I disagreed). John graduated from Cornell
as a business major, but does not want
to join my husband nor do anything
with it. Shouldn’t a bright person
know when he is doing things that are
not in his best interest?
Answer: John seems confused and
may have an entitlement problem;
that is, he feels he is entitled to get,
and do, what he wants. It appears that
you did not communicate with him
during his teen years when he was
abusing substances. Parents need to
talk, express interest and concern,
and set appropriate limits with a child.
He seems to have no healthy direction and needs guidance. Please refer
him to a mental health clinician.
To respond to your question regarding a bright person not using his/
her intelligence, I came upon a “fortune” in a Chinese fortune cookie
which answers your question simply
and to the point: “It is not enough to
have a good mind; the main thing is to
use it well.” Unfortunately, John has
not. Possession and utilization of intelligence are two different things.
An Upset Mother writes: My
daughter lost her boyfriend during
the 9/11/01 disaster. She mourned for
a brief period of time and then seemed
to have adjusted well. She works, has
girlfriends, goes to parties, etc. Recently, she took part in the 9/11 fifth
anniversary ceremonies at a local
church. Since then, she has become
very morose and prefers to stay home,
listening to quiet music and crying.
She won’t talk about what bothers
her. I am sure it is connected to the
recent 9/11 anniversary. Shouldn’t
she have resolved her grief years ago?
She seemed to have gone through the
grieving process.
Answer: Your daughter seems to
have mourned after her loss; however, frequently, we may need to revisit our feelings later on, feelings
which were repressed or suppressed
because of an individual’s inability to
continue to cope with the enormous
trauma which he/she is experiencing.
In this particular situation, it would
appear that your daughter was unable
(fully) to face the horrors of the situation and the anniversary has brought
forth the unresolved issues. This is not
unusual. I have worked with, and continue to counsel, friends, relatives and
survivors of 9/11 as they recall and
identify feelings about their loved ones
and the consequences of the disaster.
This process is not only limited to 9/
11, but to other traumas and experiences which we encounter in life.
Our psyches and our bodies are
unable to deal with the strong emotions which would result in difficulties in functioning and emotional stability. As a result, we “bury” them
until such time when we can handle
them, or until something occurs which
provokes feelings to emerge. Your
daughter needs your support. I would
recommend that you encourage her
to see a professional to help her
through this difficult time. Good luck.

Our Alzheimer’s care begins with
what’s been forgotten.
Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Each senior has a history that makes them a
unique individual. At Sunrise our approach
to Alzheimer’s care begins with understanding
the stories and details of a senior’s life.
Knowing our residents better means we can
help them attain what we call “pleasant days”
by ﬁnding activities they can enjoy and be
successful at. We do this in specially designed

surroundings that are both safe and nurturing,
where who they are is never forgotten.
Visit or call a Sunrise Senior Living community for more information about how we
care for seniors with memory impairment.
In Mountainside and Westﬁeld, we feature
our Reminiscence program for Alzheimer’s
residents.

Upcoming Event at Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
“Open House and Book & Gift Sale”
Saturday, October 14 • 11:00am-2:00pm • Refreshments

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases
2281 South Avenue • Scotch Plains

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com

Mountainside
Westﬁeld

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunrise of Westﬁeld

908-654-4460
908-317-3030

1350 Route 22 West
240 Springﬁeld Avenue

AL, ALZ
AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com
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Freeholders to Ban Sex Offenders in Parks;
Sullivan Seeks Resignation of Hastert
talks at the October 5 meeting.
During the business portion of the
October 5 meeting, the board reviewed resolutions, including one to
execute a jurisdictional agreement
with the New Jersey Department of
Transportation “detailing jurisdictional responsibilities for drainage”
at the intersection of Route 22 and
New Providence Road in
Mountainside.
The board reviewed resolutions
accepting an $80,000 state grant for
the county’s Comprehensive Traffic
Safety Program, a $118,000 grant for
the Multi-Jurisdictional Narcotics
Task Force and $13,560 for the Sex
Offender Registry Program.

resolution be placed on tonight’s
meeting agenda seeking Mr. Hastert’s
resignation per the scandal involving
former Florida Rep. Foley. Mr. Foley
resigned September 29 after news
broke of his alleged inappropriate emails to a 16-year-old page.
Mr. Sullivan said the board should
go on record if Mr. Hastert does not
resign due to what he said was the
Republican congressional leaders’
advanced knowledge of Mr. Foley’s
e-mails.
“We will send a note” to Washington if Mr. Hastert does not resign, Mr.
Sullivan said.
The freeholders held a 45-minute
executive session at the start of the
agenda meeting to discuss labor negotiations with the assistant prosecutors and parks and public works supervisors unions.
Behind closed doors, the freeholders received an update on the status of
contract negotiations with the assistant prosecutors. Union County assistant prosecutors have attended recent
freeholder meetings and told the board
last week that they are not happy with
the progress in contract talks.
A union representative called three
offers made by the county “insulting.” Union representatives say they
are the 13th of the 21 counties in
salaries and have dropped on the pay
scale over the past six years.
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
invited union representatives last
week to update the board on contract

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is scheduled to vote tonight to adopt an ordinance that would prohibit “registered
sex offenders from loitering within
300 feet of any county-owned playgrounds.”
The ordinance states that the freeholders felt it necessary to take action
to “protect and ensure the health,
safety and welfare of children within
the county and not to penalize registered sex offenders” per the state’s
Megan’s Law.
Under the ordinance, loitering is
defined as “a person who wanders or
remains idle in essentially one location, sits, lounges, loafs, walks about
aimlessly, or repeatedly frequents the
same location, or repeatedly circles
in a motor vehicle.” The ordinance
would be enforced by the Union
County Police Department.
Violators face a minimum fine of
$100 and maximum of $1,250 and/or
imprisonment or community service
of 90 days on the first offense. Repeat
offenders face an additional $1,250
fine.
The freeholders are also expected
to take action to seek the resignation
of House of Representatives Speaker
Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.) per the scandal involving former Rep. Mark Foley
of Florida.
Freeholder Dan Sullivan asked at
last Thursday’s agenda meeting that a

Sisterhood to Conduct
Benefit Fashion Show
CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim, located at 338 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, will hold a fashion show on
Wednesday, October 18, at the temple.
This event will start at 6:30 p.m. and
includes a dairy dinner, Coldwater
Creek fashions modeled by sisterhood members and a dessert table
featuring a chocolate fountain.
The cost is $20 per person and all
proceeds will be dedicated to a temple
renovation project. For more information, contact Jackie Baranoff at
imsonshine@comcast.net or Abbe
Fried at afried325@comcast.net.
Prices effective: 10/11 thru 10/24/06
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750 ML Italian Wines!
Buy 1 Bottle or 100 – NO LIMIT
Excluding advertised or in-store specials.
Limited to store inventory. No Other discounts apply.

Due Torri

Barefoot
Cellars

899
99
999 Pouilly
Fuisse 17

Turning Leaf
ALL TYPES
(EXC. WHITE
ZINFANDEL)

11

1.5 L

Rodney Strong
• CABERNET
• MERLOT

12
1099
ML

CHAMPAGNE &
SPARKLING WINES

Veuve Clicquot
Brut
99
750

Cockburn Ports

35

YELLOW LABEL

ML

Korbel
• BRUT
• X-DRY
• BRUT ROSE

Ballatore

750
ML

Reserve
Dry Sack

750
ML

750
ML

SHERRY

10
599

99
750
ML

750
ML

SPUMANTE

9
1399
1199
99

• Special

Beringer

499

WHITE
ZINFANDEL

750
ML

• CABERNET
• MERLOT

1.75 L

Jim
Beam

PRICE
BREAK

PINOT NOIR

750
ML

•Merlot

CABERNET

750
ML

Smirnoff
80 REG.

Olifant
Crystal

750
ML

SILVER

24

99

REPOSADO

BLENDED WHISKEY

3499
1199

1.75 L

Knob Creek

BLACK

35
2699
750
ML

CANADIAN

Crown Royal
Canadian Club

29

99

2699

Tanqueray
Plymouth

12 YR. OLD

Grant’s

ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

Speyburn
10 YR OLD SINGLE MALT

Clan
99 MacGregor
1.75 L

750
ML

2499
Bacardi
1999
Ron Romero
1299

SPICED RUM

1.75 L

LIGHT OR GOLD

1.75 L

LIGHT OR DARK

1.75 L

Jagermeister

750
ML

99

29

30
1999 1999
750
ML

3999

750
ML

Bring in this coupon for your free
Rockn’ cup of Joe today.

CORDIALS

Offer expires 11-10-06. Limit one per customer.

36
2999
1899
1799

151.75 L Cointreau
COGNAC
Licor 43
1.75 L Courvoisier
99
750
VSOP
ML
Di Saronno
AMARETTO
DeLaroche
99
1.75 L
Hiram Walker
•XO
•VSOP

30-PACK, 12-OZ. CANS

•Budweiser or
Budweiser Light
•Coors or Coors Light
•Miller Genuine Draft
Regular or Light
•Miller Light

31
2999
2699
1999
1999
750
ML

41
1599

GIN

ANEJO

Dewar’s

1.75 L

SOUR MASH

ALL 750 ML

12 YR OLD SINGLE MALT

Dewar’s
99

RUM
99 Capt. Morgan
750

SCOTCH
Glenfiddich
WHITE LABEL

BOURBON

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Jim Beam

19

Try it for Free!

1400

Philadelphia

1.75 L

GOLD OR WHITE

Milagro

PRICE
BREAK

1.75 L

TEQUILA
Cancún
99

..

•Sauvignon
Blanc . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1.75 L

IRISH WHISKEY
750
ML

•Chardonnay

3409

Bushmills

2599
1999
1999
999

.........

1999
1699
1399
999

GIN OR VODKA

1.75 L

Belvedere

......

Gordon’s

2400

VODKA

ALL 750 MLS

•Cabernet

Jose Cuervo

performing 1 to 5 p.m.!

Markham

99
750
ML

GOLD OR CLASICO WHITE
PRICE
BREAK

750
ML

Oct. 14 Grand Opening
with Mister Neutron,
one of America’s premier surf bands,

•Old World
Classics . . . . . . . . .
• Vintner
Select . . . . . . . . . . .

8
Benton Lane
1599
Segway
1599
Zintry
99
Zinfandel 10

Absolut

2949

4L

899
1099
1299

1199

• CHARDONNAY
• SAUVIGNON BLANC
• JOHANNISBERG
RIESLING

REG. OR FLAVORS
LOWEST
PRICE OF
THE YEAR!

1199

5L Box
•House Wine
Favorites . . . . . . . . . .

1.5 L

1.5 L

our

Franzia

ML

699

•RUBY
•TAWNY

4L

BARBERONE

599

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

750
ML

999

Opici

Santa Marvista Reserva Ch. St. Michelle

99
750

• CHARDONNAY

7

99
750

•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT
•WT. ZINFANDEL

1.5 L

1.5 L

HOMEMADE

7

Don’t miss…

999

• GENERICS
• VARIETALS

99

Corbett Canyon

999

1.5 L

DiLupo
Chianti
Carlo Rossi

Goosehorn
•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

1199

COMPARE & SAVE

750
ML

SAUVIGNON BLANC

ALL
TYPES

Black Swan
ALL
TYPES

Fernleaf

Smoking
Loon

99

Ruffino
Chianti

➥

Macon
Villages

7
799

RIESLING

All 750 MLS.

1.5 L

99
750
ML

934

BREAK

1.5 L

Dr. Loosen

Louis Jadot
Beaujolais
Villages

819

ALL
TYPES

➥

PRICE
BREAK

•PINOT GRIGIO
•MERLOT
PRICE

POMEGRANATE
SCHNAPPS

99

1.75 L
1L

750
ML

750
ML

999
1L

24-PACK, 12-OZ. LOOSE BOTTLES

17

99

•Heineken
•Heineken Light
•Amstel Light

Discounts
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PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Oct. 11 Cases
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thru Tues., Oct. 24 , 2006. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the of Wine of Spirits
event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.
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®

Debit
Card

2 0

p r o s p e c t

s t

•

9 0 8 . 2 3 2 . 1 6 6 0

w e s t f i e l d ,
•

n j

0 7 0 9 0

w w w. r o c k n j o e . n e t

Page 10

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 12, 2006

Sarah Miller Adams, 92, Fashion Artist;
Wrote Travel Articles For Newspapers
Sarah Miller Adams, a former fashion artist and Madison Avenue copywriter, died on Tuesday, October 3,
2006, in Westfield, where she lived
during her youth. She was 92 and had
returned to New Jersey to live after
having spent some 50 years in New
York City.
Known as Sally, she was born in
Port Arthur, Tex. and lived in Europe
with her parents for several years
before moving to Westfield in 1925.
She graduated from Westfield High
School in 1932. She attended Smith
College and the University of Michigan and received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from New York University.
She was the widow of Nelson R.
Adams, an oil company executive
who died in 1965. During her marriage, she lived in Paris for several
years and spoke French fluently.
Her fashion art was done for a New
York department store during the period when drawings of women’s
clothes were predominately used in
advertising. She also was a talented
painter and writer and worked for

several New York advertising agencies. Her travel articles appeared in
The New York Times, The Chicago
Tribune and other publications.
She was a member of the Appalachian Hiking Club in New York and a
group known as the Shore Walkers,
which frequently held hikes and commented on New York City history,
which she knew very well. For years
she was a member of the Forest Hills
Tennis Club.
She was the daughter of the late
Albert E. and Susie Frederick Miller
and is survived by a sister, Mrs.
Lawrence G. Foster (Ellen) of State
College, Pa. and Westfield, and two
brothers, Frederick R. Miller of Santa
Rosea, Calif. and Robert D. Miller of
Westfield.
Burial was private. A memorial
service is being planned for December at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.
Arrangements were under the direction of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
October 12, 2006

Marjorie Prodo, 78, Active In Church,
D.A.R. and Mayflower Descendants
Marjorie (Wass) Prodo, 78, of
Exeter, N.H. died on Tuesday, October 3, 2006, at Suncook Lodge at
Riverwoods of Exeter. She had previously lived in Westfield, N.J., Severna
Park, Md., Cranbury, N.J. and
Brentwood, N.H.
Born August 21, 1928 in Arlington, Mass., the daughter of Harold
and Helen (Lockhart) Wass, she was
raised in Winchester, Mass. and
Scarsdale, N.Y. Mrs. Prodo attended
Westbrook Junior College and the
Parsons School of Design. She was
employed at U.S. Rubber, where she
met her husband.
Mrs. Prodo enjoyed quilting, decorating and spending time with her
grandchildren. She was also active in
her church. She was a member of the
D.A.R. and the Society of Mayflower

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED
VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you are
my mother. Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee. Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal. You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. D.W.

Descendants.
She is survived by her husband,
Kenneth, of Exeter; one son, William, and daughter-in-law, Karen, of
Fairfax, Va.; one daughter, Jennifer
Cashman of Exeter; four beloved
grandchildren, and her sister, Winifred
Everett, and her husband, Edward, of
Chatham, Mass.
Burial was private. A memorial
service was held on Saturday, October 7, at the Rye Congregational
Church in Rye, N.H. Memorial donations may be made to the Seacoast
Hospice, 10 Hampton Road, Exeter,
N.H. 03833.
Arrangements were by the Brewitt
Funeral Home in Exeter, N.H. To sign
an online guest book, please visit
www.brewittfuneralhome.com.
October 12, 2006

Young Democrats Club
To Meet Tomorrow
FANWOOD – A group of local students interested in politics will meet in
Fanwood tomorrow, Friday, October
13, at 4 p.m. to form a Young Democrats Club. The meeting will take place
in the Forest Road Park Recreation
Building in Fanwood.
Daniel Zucker, a vice president of
the Fanwood Democratic Club, has
volunteered to act as the adult adviser
for the Young Democrats. Tovi Spero
and other local students have expressed an interest in forming the
group, Mr. Zucker said.
High school age students from the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains area are invited to attend the meeting to suggest
possible activities for the group. For
more details, please call Mr. Zucker
at (908) 889-5894.

– Obituaries –
Kenneth W. Johnson, 34, Good Friend,
Profound Thinker Touched Many Deeply
Kenneth W. Johnson, 34, died on lived in Brooklyn, N.Y. for the last
Monday, October 2, 2006.
eight years. He was a 1990 graduate
He was the beloved son of Mary of Westfield High School and received
Tracy Johnson and Kenneth W. a Bachelor of Arts degree in English
Johnson, Sr. and the loving brother of Literature from Rutgers University.
Mary M. (Markey)
For the past eight years, he
Johnson, Helen M. Johnson
was a waiter for the City
and Kevin M. Johnson. He
Crab Restaurant in Manwill be deeply missed by
hattan. Ken loved books
his two aunts, his uncle and
and films and had a pashis cousins.
sion for music.
During his life, Kenny
A memorial gathering
touched many people with
was held on Friday, Octohis unique combination of
ber 6, at the Dooley Colopenetrating thought and
nial Home in Westfield.
genuine concern. Kenny
Memorial donations
had a profound influence
may be made in his name
on the lives of his family, Kenneth W. Johnson to one of the following
his close friends from
charities: Corpwatch, 1611
Rutgers, his girlfriend, Clare M. Telegraph Avenue, No. 702, Oakland,
Wilderson, and many others who Calif. 94612; Center for Food Safety,
considered Ken their family. The void 660 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE No.
he leaves may heal, but it will never 302, Washington, D.C. 20003 or
be filled.
MoveOn, www.moveon.org.
October 12, 2006
Born and raised in Westfield, Ken

Dorothy S. McFarlan, 102, Was Active
In Church, College Club and Alumni
Dorothy S. McFarlan, 102, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, October
10, at her home.
Born in Bayonne, she lived in
Westfield since 1934.
A 1926 graduate of Douglass College, Mrs. McFarlan had been employed with the Bayonne Board of
Education for a few years as an elementary school teacher.
Along with her late husband, Alden
McFarlan, she was very active in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
where they were elders. Mrs.
McFarlan also was a Sunday school
teacher for many years.
She was a member of the College
Women’s Club of Westfield.
In 2001, she received the Van Guard
Award as a distinguished alumna of

WESTFIELD — The Franklin Elementary School Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) will hold its annual
Pumpkin Fair on Saturday, October
21, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, located at Clark
Street and Dudley Avenue in Westfield.
A Franklin tradition, this event will
feature a haunted house, obstacle
course, auction, 50/50 raffle, arts,
crafts, games, food and treats. The fair
will take place rain or shine, and all
proceeds will benefit the Franklin PTO.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead
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Community/Education News

Elias R. Mako, 86, Held Several Patents;
Was Owner of Business In Westfield
Elias Robert “Goldie” Mako, 86,
of Staffordsville, Va. and formerly a
long-time resident of Westfield, N.J.,
died on Saturday morning, October
7, 2006, at his home after a long
illness.
Born on January 11, 1920 in Cleveland, Ohio, he was a son of the late
Louis and Lena Smolak Mako. He
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Chemistry from Adelbert College,
Western Reserve University in Ohio.
A four-year veteran of the United
States Army in World War II, he ran a
laboratory testing the quality of food
to be used for army consumption and
also blood.
As director of Research for Phillip
Carey Manufacturing Co. in Plymouth
Meeting, Pa., Mr. Mako tested and
compounded high temperature products. He was a specialist in compounding mixtures, in simplifying
industrial processes and in food preparations for which he held several patents.
Mr. Mako’s own company, Chemical Union Corporation of Westfield,
was novel in that its main application
was location of by-product streams,
their detoxification and subsequent
economic usage. A consultant, he was

Bill Oakes

Lifestyles Planning Expo Set
For October 22 In Westfield
WESTFIELD – A Lifestyles Planning Expo presented by Acorn Financial Services, Inc. will take place on
Sunday, October 22, from noon to 5
p.m. at the Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch of the Westfield Area
“Y,” located at 422 East Broad Street
in Westfield.
The focus of the event will be maintaining a productive and financially
secure lifetime. Westfield residents
Jay Boyle and Bill Oakes, both senior
associates with Acorn Financial Services, Inc., will host the event.
Highlights will include food tastings
by area restaurants, entertainment,
prizes, gift bags, health screenings by
Trinitas Hospital and many exhibitors
offering current information on such
topics as career and financial planning, real estate, entertainment options, house and garden, dining and
nutrition, fitness, long term care planning, legal issues and insurance.
Author, educator and consultant
Adriane G. Berg will give two keynote speeches, entitled “Aging Like

the Rich and Famous” and “Planning
for Lifelong Independence.”
Additionally, there will be book
signings by Ms. Berg and “Murder
She Wrote” author Don Bain. Contributions of $5 at the door will benefit
the “Y”’s Scholarship Fund.

Tours of Roosevelt
Scheduled for Oct. 21
WESTFIELD – Escorted tours of
Roosevelt Intermediate School will
be conducted on Saturday, October
21, while the Franklin Fair is in
progress between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Since renovations at Roosevelt are
part of the bond that the Westfield
Board of Education will propose in
January, the board invited the public
to tour the 80-year-old school and get
a firsthand look at the areas that need
updating. Roosevelt School is located
at 301 Clark Street. Tours will start at
the breezeway connecting the original building and 1964 wing of the
intermediate school.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield

an international authority on lithium,
its chemistry and recovery.
Mr. Mako was a past officer of the
American Institute of Chemists in
New York. He also was president of
the Cherry Hill (N.J.) Unitarian Fellowship. Under his direction, the
group became a church, bought property and called a minister.
Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Leona Glen Schafer Mako of
Staffordsville, Va.; four sons and three
daughters-in-law, Elias “Chip” and
Liza Mako of Mendham, N.J., Emery
and Inga Mako of Hope Valley, R.I.,
Christopher and Tina Mako of
Walnutport, Pa. and Geoffrey Mako
of Easton, Pa.; eight grandchildren
and his brother, Emery Mako of
Willoughby, Ohio.
Services will be private and at a
later date. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made in
Elias Mako’s name to: Doctors Without Borders, P.O. Box 5030,
Hagerstown, Md. 21741-5030.
The Kendall Funeral Home at 605
Snidow Street in Pembroke, Va. is
serving the Mako family. To send
online condolences, please visit
kendallfuneralhome.com.
October 12, 2006

Patricia Wythe, 75, Devoted to Family;
Was Known For Fine Arts and Crafts
Patricia M. Wythe, 75, wife of
Stephen L. Wythe, of Pickens, S.C.,
formerly of Westfield, N.J., went
home to be with the Lord on Wednesday, October 4, 2006, at Palmetto
Baptist Medical Center in Easley,
S.C.
Born in Wyandotte, Mich., she was
the daughter of the late Malcolm and
Eva Hogan. She was a loving wife,
mother and grandmother who enjoyed creating a wide variety of fine
arts and crafts.
Surviving, in addition to her husband, is a daughter, Shirley Beasley
of Knoxville, Tenn.; four sons,
Stephen M. Wythe of Green Brook,
N.J., F. David Wythe of Chapin, S.C.,
Scott J. Wythe of Hyattsville, Md.

and Christopher L. Wythe of Seattle,
Wash.; 12 grandchildren and her sister, Shirley Block of Phoenix, Ariz.
In addition to her parents, a brother,
Fred Hogan, predeceased her.
A memorial service will be scheduled and announced by the family at
a later date.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be made to the
Cancer Charities Foundation, 65 International Drive, Greenville, S.C.
29615 or to the Hospice Care of
South Carolina, 110 Dillon Street,
Spartanburg, S.C. 29307.
The Dillard Funeral Home is assisting the Wythe family with arrangements.
October 12, 2006

Fanwood CERT to Offer
Free Home Safety Courses
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) will offer free home safety
courses including basic home fire
safety, basic home first aid training,
terrorism/major disaster awareness
and other practical safety tips for
families in Fanwood.
Everyone over the age of 18 who is
a Fanwood resident (or a caregiver
for a Fanwood resident) or who works
in Fanwood is welcome to attend.
There are five different citizen

Jay Boyle

Franklin School Posts
Annual Pumpkin Fair

Douglass College. As an alumna, she
held numerous class offices, including president, and most recently was
class correspondent.
Her husband predeceased her in 1995.
Surviving are two sons, Russell
McFarlan and Richard McFarlan;
seven grandchildren and eight greatgrandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, October 22, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Local Students Act as
Orientation Leaders
AREA – Two local students acted
as orientation team leaders for the
class of 2010 at Susquehanna University (SU).
Christopher Doremus of Scotch
Plains and Courtney Veeck of
Fanwood helped make up the orientation team, which is composed of
upper class students who desire to
help new students make the transition
to life at SU.
The team leaders assist new students and their families in unloading
cars, moving in to their residence
halls and answering questions. During the four-day orientation, team
leaders also attend orientation events
with the new students and facilitate
small group discussions.
Christopher is a sophomore business administration major and a 2005
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS). He is the son
of Bruce and Donna Doremus.
Courtney is a junior biology major
and a 2004 graduate of SPFHS. She is
the daughter of Robert and Joy Veeck.

Principal Escorts
Manganello to School
WESTFIELD – Joe Manganello, a
fourth grader at Wilson Elementary
School in Westfield, won the raffle to
have Principal Joe Malanga escort
him to school for Walk to School Day.
This event is being celebrated as
an opportunity to rediscover walking to school as a safe, healthy way
for parents to spend quality time
with their children and to increase
campus safety by leaving their cars
at home.

courses, totaling 10 hours of training.
They can be taken in any order and
there is no commitment to complete
the series or become part of the CERT.
“Our goal is to provide safety information for people to use in their
home and their workplace,” said
Michael Prasad, Fanwood CERT’s
Training Coordinator. “We took the
national training program created by
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) and customized it for
the needs and services available for
Fanwood.”
Mr. Prasad added, “This series of
courses combines up-to-date disaster-awareness training with practical
safety information vital for families.”
The first scheduled course is “Basic Fire Safety,” which will be held on
Thursday, October 19, from 7:30 to
9:30 p.m. The second course, “Introduction to Disaster Preparedness/Terrorism and Major Disaster Awareness,” will be held on Thursday, October 26, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. Both
courses will take place at the Forest
Road Park Building in Fanwood.
To register for these or any of the
other courses, please visit
fanwoodcert.org.

Times Correspondent
To Speak on Castro
CRANFORD – On Thursday, October 19, Union County College (UCC)
will host New York Times correspondent Anthony DePalma. He will speak
at 7 p.m. in the Roy Smith Theater on
the Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. This event is free
and open to the public.
Mr. DePalma is an author and staff
reporter for The New York Times. His
most recent book, “The Man Who
Invented Fidel,” was published this
past April. Expanding on the book, his
presentation will relay the dramatic
story of how a New York Times reporter
in the 1950s helped Castro come to
power and offer insight on the history
of Cuban-American relations.
Following the lecture, Mr. DePalma
will be available for book signings in
the UCC bookstore. For more information on the author, visit
anthonydepalma.com. For more information on the event, call (908)
709-7112 and for directions to UCC,
visit ucc.edu.

556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703
WALK IT OFF…Wilson Elementary School Assistant Principal Cheryl Berkowitz,
student Joe Manganello and Principal Joe Malanga pose for a photo after arriving
at school from their morning walk.
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Woman’s Club Announces
Fall Scholarship Winners

GRAY’S ANATOMY...Robert M. Gray Fall Scholarship winners, in alphabetical order from top left to right, are David Ackerman, Laura Bentivegna, Maurice
Blackmon, Dakota Carey, David Gantz, Jessica Graham, Samantha Miller and
Michael Sherry.

CONSERVATION POLICY…These essay-winning students pose with author
Dan Gutman during his visit to Brunner School recently. The students wrote an
essay on how they could help conserve the earth’s natural resources to win a
chance to dine with Mr. Gutman during their lunch period.

Author Dan Gutman Visits
SP’s Brunner Elementary
SCOTCH PLAINS –Just about
every kid loves sports, but many are
reluctant to open a book. That wasn’t
a problem at Brunner School last week
where visiting author Dan Gutman
used sports to get the students excited
about reading and writing.
“I hated to read when I was a kid,”
Mr. Gutman told the students. “But
around the time I was 10 years old, I
became a big sports fan. I wanted to
know everything about sports. Reading baseball cards, magazines, and
biographies of my favorite athletes
made me into a reader. My mother
was astonished that I grew up and
became a professional writer.”
Mr. Gutman, the author of “The
Kid Who Ran for President,” “Honus
and Me,” “Jackie and Me,” “The Mil-

Library ‘Teen Day’
On Tap October 21
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will present “Teen Day
– Get Real @ the Library” on Saturday, October 21, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Activities will take place in the library’s
Fanwood Room and are open to all
young people in grades 6 to 12.
“Get Real @ the Library” is part of
Teen Read Week 2006, celebrated in
libraries across the United States. This
year’s activities will include crafts, a
sudoku contest, exercise program,
food tasting, games and videos,
among other offerings. A full list of
programs, with times, is available at
the library at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road.
The library’s Teen Group offers various programs throughout the year for
those in grades 6 to 12. For a full list,
please visit www.fanwoodlibrary.org.
For further details, please call Nancy
Kipping at (908) 322-6400.

lion Dollar Shot,” “Ice Skating,”
“Gymnastics,” “Miss Daisy is Crazy”
and many others, entertained the students with stories of sports past and
present.
First, he took the students through
all the steps of the publishing process
for fiction and nonfiction books – the
idea, proposal, research, writing, rewriting, editing, gathering photos,
cover design and, finally, the arrival
of the finished book. He showed the
students his original manuscripts,
early cover designs and even read a
few of the many rejection letters he
has received from publishers over the
year.
“I don’t care how many times they
turn me down,” said Mr. Gutman. “I
never give up.”
Next, he put on a slide show, which
he called “A Day in the Life of An
Author.” Then, he answered questions from the students and their teachers. During the day he also had lunch
with a group of students and signed
copies of his books.
For more information, visit
www.dangutman.com.

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield announced the winners
of the Robert M. Gray Fall Scholarship, given through the generosity of
the Gray Family Foundation, headed
by Marie Gray. Each student winner
will receive a $1,000 one-time grant.
David Ackerman, son of Louis
and Susan Ackerman, was a 2006
Westfield High School (WHS)
graduate. He was a member of the
cross country, winter and spring
track teams for all four years, winning the Golden Shoe Award. He
took part in the Science Olympiad
Team and has been a peer group
leader at his religious school. David
will attend Northwestern University with plans to become a research
astronomer.
Laura Bentivegna, daughter of
Frank and Leonora Bentivegna, is a
2006 graduate of WHS, where she
was a member of the color guard,
marching band and track and field
team. In addition to her extracurricular activities, Laura babysat, organized children’s birthday parties and
assisted in a family business She is
enrolled in a six-year Occupational
Therapy program at Seton Hall University.
Maurice Blackmon, son of
Monique Blackmon, was a 2006
graduate of WHS, where he led his
peers as sophomore, junior and senior class president. He was inducted into the National Honor Society, into “Who’s Who Among
American High School Students”
and “Spotlight on Success.” Maurice
sang with the WHS Concert Choir,
Chorale and Choraleers. He has
worked as a YMCA camp counselor
as a party coordinator and volunteered at the Westfield Community
Center. He will attend Penn State
University in Harrisburg to study
liberal arts.
Dakota Carey, daughter of Dennis
and Kathleen Carey, was a 2006 WHS
graduate. She was a member of the
soccer and cross-country sports teams
and a church peer minister and Sunday school teacher’s aide. Dakota also
worked as a YMCA camp counselor,
worked for a pediatric office and
babysat. She was nominated and attended the National Leadership Conference in Washington, D.C. Dakota

will attend the University of Rhode
Island, where she will study Spanish.
David Gantz is the nephew of
Vincent and Christine Russo and a
2005 graduate of WHS. David is a
sophomore at Montclair State University, where he is on the dean’s list.
While his major is undecided, his
interest lies currently in studying to
become a high school English teacher.
He has tutored and mentored students as part of the Campus Stars
Program. David has been an active
part of the Emerging Leaders Program, working on campus and in the
community.
Jessica Graham, daughter of Linda
and Frank Graham, is a 2006 WHS
graduate. She was a member of the
high school’s color guard, marching
band and involved in Girl Scouts,
earning the Gold Award, the highest
Girl Scout Award offered. Jessica was
inducted into the National Honor
Society, recognized as a commended
National Merit Scholar and nominated for the Governor’s School of
International Studies and Public Issues. Jessica is a freshman at Wake
Forest University, where her major is
undecided.
Samantha Miller is the daughter of
Lesley Miller and a 2006 graduate of
WHS. While at Westfield, she was
school vice president during her junior and senior years, played JV soccer
and softball and co-captained both
teams.
Samantha participated in the
YMCA United Nations as president
of the General Assembly and in NJ
Youth and Government. During summers, Samantha was a counselor at a
camp for physically and mentally disabled children. She is attending University of Mary Washington studying
International Relations and languages.
Michael Sherry, son of Thomas and
Delores Sherry, graduated from WHS
class of 2004 and from The American
Musical and Dramatic Academy
2006. While at WHS, he was a member of the fife and drum corps and the
WHS marching band, and attained
the rank of Eagle Scout. He is interested in singing and acting. Michael
will attend Elon University, his sister’s
alma mater and major in musical theater.

IT’S THE GREAT PUMPKIN FAIR...Students at Franklin Elementary School
invite everyone to attend their annual Pumpkin Fair to be held next Saturday,
October 21, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Roosevelt School in Westfield, rain or shine.

Teacher Training Grant
Partners Kean And Newark
UNION – Kean University, in collaboration with the Newark school
system, recently earned a competitive $1.5 million Transition to Teaching grant from the United States Department of Education.
The five-year partnership brings
together Kean and the neighboring
urban district in an effort to increase
and sustain the number of qualified
teachers through a series of enrichment courses and incentive programs.
Directed by Dr. Annette Lopez, professor in the Department of Elementary, Middle and Secondary Education, Transition to Teaching strives to
improve K-12 student progress through
enhanced teacher preparation and increased certification programs.
Newark is considered by the state as
being an Abbott district of “high-need”
in terms of socioeconomic conditions
and academic achievement, and thus,
a logical fit for this partnership.
Submitted by the University’s Office of Research & Sponsored Programs, Division of Institutional Advancement, the funded initiative selects qualified teacher candidates to

participate in an accelerated preparation program which, upon completion, leads to their certification and
employment in one of the cohort districts.
During their time in the program,
participants will be offered various
incentives and scholarships. Additionally, for three years following certification, they will have the support of a
faculty mentor.
The Transition to Teaching grant
will recruit 120 candidates for participation in the program. It will be
housed within the College of Education, which is headed by Interim Dean
Dr. Frank J. Esposito.

Cornelius Banta, Jr.
Enrolls at Amherst
WESTFIELD – Cornelius Banta,
Jr., the son of Cornelius Banta, Sr.
and Nancy Lynn Moore-Banta of
Westfield, has enrolled as a first-year
student at Amherst College in
Amherst, Mass.
Cornelius is a graduate of
Mercersburg Academy.

Worried About Your Finances?

We Can Help!

For a Free FNA and Booklet “How Money Works”
Call Today!
Local Representative

James Austin
77 Central Ave Ste 121, Clark NJ 07066

732-734-4140
www.primericafna.com

Central Square Mall
649 Central Avenue, Westfield • 631-355-3506

CAMP RIVERBEND
OPEN HOUSE
FOR PROSPECTIVE
CAMPERS

Oak

School of the Holy Child

Sunday, October 22, 2006

Saturday, November 11, 2006

1:30 p.m. Registration & Tours
2 p.m. Presentation
2:30 - 3 p.m. Meet the Faculty & Tours

9:30 a.m. Registration & Tours
10 a.m. Presentation
10:30 - 11 a.m. Meet the Faculty & Tours

At Oak Knoll...
Integrity Matters

Sunday, October 15, 2006

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
(Rain date Saturday, October 28
Call in case of inclement weather)

More than a century ago, our founder
advocated that her schools “meet the wants
of the age.”

Arts & Crafts....Hay Ride....
Pumpkin Painting....Canoeing....
BBQ Lunch....Moon Bounce....Games....
Miniature Golf....Gaga....and more....

Wesley Hall Starts New
Drama Enrichment

A day camp for boys and girls
ages 4 - 14

WESTFIELD – Wesley Hall Nursery School, at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield, has started a new drama
enrichment class for their three year
olds. Each week, the children read
and retell a new story. They also play
some games and bake a recipe related
to their story.

908-647-0664 / 888-THE-CAMP

Knoll

• Challenging & diversified curriculum
• Admission to top colleges and universities
• Laptop program on a wireless campus
• Leadership training
• Integrated community service programs
• Competitive athletics and
championship fields
• Performing Arts Center
• Financial assistance

116 Hillcrest Road, Warren, NJ 07059
rvrbnd1@aol.com
www.campriverbend.com

Oak Knoll is a Catholic independent
school, educating young women in grades
7 through 12. It is a place of tradition –
one of which is leading the way in the
education of the young women of today.

Please RSVP by October 12th

A Catholic independent school educating young women grades 7 – 12
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

KEN@ •PLACE •SCHOOL
Senior Citizens / Section 8 Housing

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing is currently accepting waiting list
applications. Our studio, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments are subsidized
through the Section 8 Program of the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and are subject to the
following federal eligibility requirements:
1. Applicants must be 62 years of age, or older.
2. Applicant's maximum annual income:

COED N URSE RY & PRE-K • OPEN HOUSES
Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House
Thursday, October 19, 2006, 9-11 a.m.

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

Open House Program

Individual
Couple

Waiting list applications will be available weekdays at Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing at the address listed below from October 23rd, 2006
through November 10th, 2006 (10AM to 4PM), or may be obtained, by
mail, by calling (908) 233-5898.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 12 , 2006, 1-3 p.m.

October 19

$ 41,700
$ 47,700

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Corporation
1133 Boynton Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
(908) 233-5898

November 12

WWW.westfieldseniorhousing.com
9:00 - 9:15
9:15 - 10:00
10:00 - 11:00

|
|
|

Refreshments & Registration
Information Session
Tours

|
|
|

1:00 - 1:15
1:15 - 2:00
2:00 - 3:00

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ 07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Applications must be received by 5:00pm, November 10th, 2006
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No. 10 Kardinal Boys Silence
No. 16 Soccer Raiders, 2-0
“The majority of the game was
absolutely terrible. We don’t have
enough soccer brains. We can’t make
the right decision at the right time.
It’s back to square one. I thought we
were ahead in this game as far as the
work we did this summer. Brazil! It
seemed to have totally deteriorated,”
said a disappointed Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky.
With the absence of junior starters
Tom Sutter (torn MCL) and Rob
Cunningham (hip re-injury) and
sophomore David Gigiel (concus-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Forward Franco Gamero tapped in
a goal with 13:20 left in the second
half then added another with three
minutes remaining to give the No.
10-ranked Kearny Kardinals a 2-0
victory over the No. 16 Scotch PlainsFanwood High School boys soccer
team in Scotch Plains on October 4.
The 7-1-1 Kardinals turned on the
offensive heat in the second half, while
the 6-3 Raiders seemed to be a bit
choppy in their passing rhythm.

sion), the Raiders had to reach deep
with their reserve units and juggle
their positions, which may have accounted for the inconsistency.
“We have three guys, who would
be on the field, hurt. That really has
taken its toll,” said Breznitsky. “It’s
mistakes that we are making. We
haven’t played very consistently.
There’s maybe one or two players
who have played consistently through
the first nine games.”
Although not impressing coach
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEANING TOWARD THE GOAL LINE…Blue Devil running back Malcolm Allen, No. 33, leans toward the goal line in
the game against the Union Farmers. Allen had a six-yard touchdown reception.

JOHNSON HAS TD KICKOFF RETURNS OF 92, 91 YARDS

Farmers Hold Off Blue Devils
In Wild Grid Shootout, 35-30
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INSERTING A LITTLE SLIDE TACKLE…Raider Taylor Molinari, No. 14, slides underneath a Kardinal in an attempt
to have his team gain control of the ball.

KOEHLER SELECTED TO ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM

BridgeH2O Nips Blue Devils
In ‘Healing Children’ V’ball
In the third playoff match, the Blue
Devils split with IHA, winning the
first game, 25-21, then losing their
steam in Game 2 by dropping a 25-18
decision.
“They’re a well-coached team, they
had a good variety of attacks, picked
up a lot of balls and we needed to pass
a little better than the second time we
played them,” said Torok. “The kids
want to face them again because they

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The sixth-ranked Westfield High
School girls’ volleyball team worked
its way through Pascack Hills,
Cranford and Immaculate Heart Academy in Pool C bracket play to advance as the No. 3 seed in the Gold
playoff bracket in the Healing the
Children tournament at the Rahway
Recreation Center on October 7. After defeating fourth-seeded Passaic
Valley in the quarterfinal round and
knocking out second-seeded IHA, the
Blue Devils came up two points short
in the championship game against
top-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan.
In the first qualifying match in Pool
C, the Blue Devils easily pushed past
Pascack Hills, 25-14, 25-12. Westfield
then followed with back-to-back wins
in the battle against archrival Cranford,
25-21, 25-12 in the second round.
“Volleyball is very much a momentum game. Cranford’s game got
it together, got some momentum rolling and took a little wind out of our
sails. Luckily we regrouped and tried
to find some of the weaknesses,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Bev Torok.

Raider Football
On SP TV34
All Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School varsity football
games (previous week’s game)
will be aired on SPTV34 at the
times listed below. Also, there
will be a pre-game discussion
between Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times and The Westfield
Leader Sports Editor/Assistant
Publisher Dave Corbin.
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

want revenge. They want to show that
they are the better team.”
In the Gold playoff quarterfinal
bracket, the Blue Devils made short
order by ousting Passaic Valley Indians, 25-12, who defeated Union Catholic earlier in Pool B, 25-20, 25-19.
“They were missing one of their
better players but they still controlled
the ball and they still served well. In
order to beat them, you have to perform,” said Torok.
Next, the Blue Devils made their
wish come true when they staggered
IHA in the semifinal round, 25-15.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

Big plays, wild plays and interesting plays caused a tidal wave of shifting emotions in Union’s 35-30 victory over the Westfield High School
football team at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on October 7. The 2-2
Farmers got all of their big plays
through an impressive offensive display while the 2-2 Blue Devils made
their big plays through defensive alertness and an outstanding special team
performance.
Farmer quarterback James Melody
engineered an evenly balanced passing and rushing attack that totaled 518
yards in offense. Melody, who was
intercepted once, completed 11 of 16
passes for 249 yards, including a 72yard touchdown (TD) strike to wide
receiver Dwight Mitchell and a 64yard TD hookup with speedster Andre
Lowe. Fullback Isa Abdul-Quddus,
who was also outstanding from his
linebacker position, had 79 rushing
yards, which included a 48-yard TD
sprint. Running back Chris D’Andrea
amassed 139 rushing yards, which included a one-yard TD plunge and a
momentum shifting 68-yard TD run.
The Farmers’ dominance on offense kept the Blue Devils’ defense
on the field, which paved the way for
senior linebacker Will Harbaugh to
record 19 tackles. Linebacker Scott
Newman and corner Mike Henry each
recorded 13 tackles.
The biggest head-turner of the day,

however, came with the performance
of Blue Devil sophomore Ricardo
Johnson, who had respective kickoff
returns of 92 and 91 yards for TDs –
WHS record. His explosive bursts
forced the Farmers to resort to squibble
kicks or onside kicks later in the game.
The Blue Devil defense came up
with several big plays. The first came
when Henry intercepted Melody’s

pass in the Blue Devils’ end zone and
returned it to the 19. JT Sheehan and
Malcolm Allen recovered fumbles that
perpetuated a Blue Devil drive and
enabled quarterback Tom Bonard to
kick a 25-yard field goal. The final
big play came when Tyrell Simmons
scooped up a Farmer fumble and returned it 26 yards for a TD.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

OWEN BRAND
Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

10 p.m.
7 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m. & 10 p.m.
With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 10/24/06.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or
older. Some restrictions apply.

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Payment

Cash

Check

Charge

CC #
Exp. Date
Signature
Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
Rahway invites you to learn more about the
region’s most spectacular, professional and
comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center.
Take advantage of our construction discounts
as we discuss with you how the proper
environment, education, nutrition and
professional instruction will help you achieve
all your fitness and health goals.

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

New
Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4
& Sun. 10-2

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location!
Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 10-2

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6100
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PELOSI WINS VAULT, CAPOCCIA BEAM

Devil’s Den

Crusader Gymnasts Nip
Raiders in Tri-Meet

Tough Loss Whets Appetite
For Road Trip to Irvington

Devil of the Week
Ricardo Johnson
Football
(See below)

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider freshman Gina Pelosi took
first in the vault with a score of 9.1
and senior Natalie Capoccia took top
honors on the balance beam with a
mark of 8.5, but it was the visiting A.
L. Johnson Crusaders who nipped the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
gymnastics team, 99.2-98.7, in a TriMeet on October 5. Jonathan Dayton
finished with a total of 31.5.
The young Raider squad has been
toying with breaking the 100-team
total mark since a 104.1-99.5 loss to
13th-ranked Westfield on October 3
and Pelosi, along with the entire
squad, has been showing signs of
improvement.
“She has gotten very strong on
vault. She really pulled through. She
found her way through the team.
When they come in as freshmen,
everybody is a little nervous and not
too sure of themselves. Her scores
have gone up every meet as everybody on our team has,” said Raider
Head Coach Lisa Cerchio. “We
started off our season where our team
all-around was like 92 and we just
went against Westfield and we were
99.5. I can’t ask for more. They are
practicing hard. They are sticking
their beam routines. They do what

they need to do. I’m proud of them.”
Another strong freshman, Lindsay
Robinson, did very well at the
Westfield meet, placing second on
the unevens with an 8.45, fifth on the
floor at 8.55 and fourth All-Around
with a 33.0 total. Robinson has also
qualified for the state sectionals in all
four events.
Pelosi also placed third on the uneven bars at 8.0 and took second AllAround with a total of 32.8 behind
Crusader Marissa Rusin, who had a
total of 34.8. Capoccia, who also tied
teammate Annie Smith for third on
the floor exercises with a score of 8.0,
was third All-Around at 32.7.
“Natalie is having a tremendous
season again. She qualified for all
four events to go to the state sectional
meet,” commented Cerchio.
Rusin took first on the floor with an
8.6, followed by teammate Brie
Fernandi at 8.5. Rusin also captured
first on the unevens with a score of 8.8,
followed by Smith at 8.15. She also
placed second in the vault with a 9.0
and Fernandi, who took third on the
beam at 8.3, placed third with an 8.8.
“I would be very happy if we would
break 100. It would be a major accomplishment for our team and I think
it would give them a lot of confidence
for the future meets,” said Cerchio.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Outdo
Lady Raiders, 104.1-99.5
The Westfield High School gymnastics team, ranked 13th in the state,
grabbed a 104.1-99.5 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in Westfield
on October 3 to improve its record to
6-0. Blue Devil freshman Jenna
Rodrigues won two individual events
and had the highest All-Around score
of 35.2.
Rodrigues headed a 1-2-3 Blue
Devil sweep in the floor exercises
with a score of 9.2. Claire Macdonald
(third in the All-Around at 34.0) was
second with a 9.1 and Kelsey
Greenfield, who took second AllAround with a 34.25, was third at 9.0.
She also took top honors in the balance beam with a score of 8.8, followed by Greenfield, teammate Lacy
Cummings and Raider Natalie
Copoccia who tied for second with an
8.65.
Raider freshman Gina Pelosi
grabbed first on the uneven bars with
a score of 8.55 followed by teammate
Lindsay Robinson (fourth All-Around
at 33.0) at 8.45 and Rodrigues at 8.4.
Pelosi also placed first in the vault
with an 8.9 followed by Rodrigues at

SCOTCH PLAINS

8.8 and Cummings at 8.5.
Competing for Mt. St. Mary’s Academy but not involved in the team
score was Katherine Gelinne, a
Westfield resident, who finished with
an All-Around total of 34.5, which
would have been second. She also
scored 8.85 on beam, 8.7 on unevens,
8.6 on vault and 8.35 on floor.
WESTFIELD 104.1, SPF 99.5
VAULT: 1. Pelosi (SPF) 8.9, 2. Rodrigues
(W) 8.8, 3. Cummings (W) 8.5, 4. Macdonald
(W) 8.4, 4. Jessica Colineri (SPF) 8.4, 6.
Greenfield (W) 8.3, 7. Robinson (SPF) 8.1
UNEVEN BARS:
1. Pelosi (SPF) 8.55, 2. Robinson (SPF)
8.45, 3. Rodrigues (W) 8.4, 4. Natalie Golikov
(W) 8.3, 4. Greenfield (W) 8.4, 6. Tina
Chabrier (W) 8.15, 7. Macdonald (W) 8.05
BALANCE BEAM:
1. Rodrigues (W) 8.8, 2. Greenfield (W),
Cummings (W), Capoccia (SPF) 8.65, 5.
Macdonald (W) 8.45, 6. Robinson (SPF) 7.9,
7. Pelosi (SPF) 7.65
FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Rodrigues (W) 9.2, 2. Macdonald (W)
9.1, 3. Greenfield (W) 9.0, 4. Claire StevensHaas (W) 8.65, 5. Robinson (SPF) 8.55, 6.
Capoccia (SPF) 8.3, 7. Cummings (W) 8.2, 8.
Colineri (SPF) 8.15
ALL-AROUND:
1. Rodrigues (W) 35.2, 2. Greenfield
(W) 34.25, 3. Macdonald (W) 34.0

$599,900

Craftsman Bungalow. Tastefully updated with the finest materials,
this home offers two updated baths, gleaming Kitchen, Living Room
with fireplace and built-ins. Convenient to everything.

MOUNTAINSIDE

CALL FOR PRICE

A Primavera grand opening! At long last! The Primavera collection
at Mountainside marks the official debut of the Biltmore model.
Nearly 5 years in the making, this brand new cul-de-sac has arrived.

I can’t wait to go to Irvington Saturday!
Those are eight (nine depending on
how you count contractions) words I
never thought I’d say in the same sentence. But WHS football has that kind of
a hold on me. And it’s true. I can’t wait.
Last Saturday’s wild 35-30 loss to
Union only whetted my appetite to see
more of this year’s WHS team.
A negative guy would point to
Union’s 500 yards of total offense and
Westfield’s 129, or maybe he’d nag
about some shoddy tackling, and the
secondary being torched for over 200
yards by a quarterback wearing black
socks.
Go ahead and jump off the bandwagon if you want.
But I choose to see how a bunch of
tough kids hung with a much bigger
and much faster opponent. How they
were constantly playing come from
behind, and actually coming from behind! How we had a huge crowd on
our side of the field, while Union had
more players suited up than fans in the
stands. (The Union band was small,
too, but surprisingly good!)
One thing that will have to be addressed soon is playing time for sophomore Ricardo Johnson (see Devil of
the Week below). A stranger wandering in off the streets to watch Saturday’s
game would have wondered why somebody who ran two kickoffs back for
touchdowns was not in the offensive
backfield all the time. It’s a good point,
although there is decent talent ahead
of Johnson at tailback in senior captain Ryan Yarusi and junior Malcolm
Allen. And fullback is pretty solid too
with George Cornell, Joe Vall-Llobera,
Ryan Brand and Tyrell Simmons.

Raiders Seeded 2nd
In UCT Boys Soccer
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team received the
second seed for the Union County
Tournament, which began its preliminary round on October 10. No. 3ranked Union received the top seed
and Elizabeth, the defending champion, received the third seed. Westfield
received the fourth seed.
Union Catholic, Plainfield,
Cranford and Governor Livingston
received seeds five through eight, respectively. The first round is set for
this Saturday, October 14, at the field
of the higher seed. The quarterfinals
will be held at Williams Field in Elizabeth on October 21, beginning at 10
a.m. The semifinals will be held at
Williams Field on October 28 at 6 and
8 p.m. and the championship will be
held at the same location on November 4 at 8 p.m.

MOUNTAINSIDE

Johnson is a bit undersized, so taking the constant pounding of the
Watchung Conference as a sophomore
would be asking a lot. But his talent is
undeniable, so don’t be surprised if
first-year coach Jim DeSarno starts
getting him the ball more each week.
(Almost 30 years ago, coach Gary
Kehler had a similar situation, trying to
find a spot for converted wide receiver
Butch Woolfolk prior to the 1977 season. Kehler ended up moving halfback
Dave Tomalonis to left guard. Woolfolk,
a much bigger and faster version of
Johnson, set a school single-season
record for touchdowns, and Tomalonis
madeAll-County at guard as Woolfolk’s
lead blocker most of the time.)
This week’s opponent, Irvington,
has won the past two meetings against
WHS, after WHS had won the three
previous games. Though the Campers
(or Blue Knights, as they prefer being
called these days) have attempted to
add a running game to their repertoire
this year, they live and die with strongarmed QB Osvaldo Berjulet. Last year
he threw four touchdowns against
WHS, while also being intercepted
four times.
The Devils need to put more pressure on Berjulet then they did on
Union’s James Melody. And, equally
as important, they need to keep possession of the ball for longer stretches.
The more you have the ball, the harder
it is for the opponent to score.
Irvington has struggled more than
expected this season, edging SP-F 7-6
and just sneaking past Linden 23-21.
They’re talented, but definitely beatable.
And so it’s on to Irvington … where
it can be sunny and cloudless all over
New Jersey, but it always seems like
it’s dusk there.
DEN TRIVIA
Before last Saturday, who was the
last Blue Devil football player to return a kickoff for a touchdown?

Raiders Get Top Seed
For UCT Girls Soccer
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team received the
top seed for the Union County Tournament (UCT), which will begin its
first-round action on October 14 at
the field of the higher-seeded team.
The 19th-ranked Raider girls are the
defending UCT champions.
Westfield, Cranford and Union
Catholic received seeds 2-3-4, respectively. The quarterfinals will be held
at Governor Livingston on October
21 at 10 a.m., 12, 2 and 4 p.m. Linden
will host the semifinals on October
28 at 5 and 7 p.m. and the championship will be played on November 4 at
6 p.m. at Williams Field in Elizabeth.

$475,000

MANY HAPPY RETURNS
For those wondering, WHS has twice
had two kickoff returns for touchdowns
in a single game, but not by one player.
In 1994, both Brian Ciemniecki (97
yards) and Erwin Lyght (86) returned
kickoffs for TDs at Kearny. (Ciemniecki
also returned a punt 56 yards for a
touchdown that day.) In 1990 against
Summit, both Kent Burke (80) and
John Fox (84) had TD kickoff returns.
Both Glen Kehler and Keith Davis
had two kickoff returns for touchdowns in a season, Kehler in 1974
against Middletown (85) and Plainfield
(95), Davis in 1972 vs. Cranford (86)
and Plainfield (85).
Red MacCloskey returned a punt
(50) and kickoff (60) for touchdowns
in a 1943 game against Roselle. Four
days later MacCloskey quit school
and enlisted in the Marines.
And way back in 1909, Wilson
Sisserson returned two interceptions
for both WHS touchdowns in a tie
with Rahway.
OUT OF STATE UPDATE
Massillon rebounded from losses to
Ohio’s top two teams to post a 27-12
victory over a tough Akron Buchtel
last Friday night. A win this weekend
against another toughie, Warren
Harding (5-2), coming off a 17-7 win
over top-ranked St. Ignatius, would
most likely qualify the 4-3 Tigers for
the Division 1 playoffs.
The Neshaminy (Pa.) Redskins,
however, came up woefully short
against Pennridge, 33-13, at Heartbreak Ridge. With North Penn and
Pennsbury still to come, the ’Skins’
road to the playoffs just got a lot
tougher.
DID YOU KNOW?
If the playoffs had been held before
last weekend’s game, my dream of
WHS playing at Phillipsburg’s
Maloney Stadium would have come
true? WHS was seventh in power
points, P’burg second. But it can still
happen, and I’m not planning on dying until I see the Blue Devils at P’burg!
UCT TIME
The Union County Tournaments
start Saturday for the WHS boys soccer, girls soccer, field hockey and volleyball teams. Coach Bev Torok’s
volleyballers look to have the best
shot at winning among the WHS teams,
with Scotch Plains the favorite in both
soccer tourneys and Oak Knoll the top
contender in field hockey.
WHS will be the host site of the UCT
volleyball semifinals (Oct. 25) and finals (Oct. 27). If you haven’t seen Anna
Koehler, Tara Daly, Molly Williams,
the Roudebush sisters, Caroline Fallon
and Cyndil Mathew in action, you
should stop and check it out. It’s pretty
intense stuff. The Devils lost to
Bridgewater-Raritan, 25-23, in the fi-

WESTFIELD

nal of the Rahway Tournament last
weekend, and then lost a three-setter to
the Panthers on Monday, their first loss
of the fall. Look for WHS to be playing
Bridgewater or Hunterdon Central
when the state finals roll around.
WHS, which already has captured
the county championship in girls tennis this fall, could add several more in
the coming weeks. The gymnastics
team took an unbeaten record into last
week’s tri-meet at Hunterdon Central.
And the cross country teams, while
neither has any superstars, have veteran coaches Jack Martin (boys) and
Thom Hornish (girls), who both have
a talent for developing the depth
needed to “pack it in” and win championship meets (Oct. 25).
MURRAY UPDATE
Mike Murray is doing quite well at
Wake Forest. The two-time all-state
catcher is one of just two freshmen to
make Wake’s fall travel team. Although
Wake has two returning catchers, both
so-so hitting seniors, don’t be surprised
if Murray works his way into the regular lineup, maybe as a designated hitter
to start, but as the regular catcher before
it’s all said and done next spring.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The winner of this week’s free sub
sandwich at Westfield Subs, 261 South
Ave., is football player Ricardo Johnson.
The speedy sophomore did something
that had never been done in 109-plus
years of football at WHS when he
returned two kickoffs for touchdowns
in the same game. He had returns of 92
and 89 yards last Saturday during
WHS’s wild 35-30 loss to Union.
Previous Devils of the Week are
Eddie Simmons (football) and Lane
Maloney (tennis).
TRIVIA ANSWER
Brian Butts brought the second-half
kickoff back 88 yards for a touchdown
in a 21-0 win over Linden in 2002.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, suggestions or
newsy notes at bj1019@aol.com. GO
DEVILS!

Blue Devil Boys Daze
Soccer Farmers, 3-1
The Westfield High School boys
soccer team boosted its morale in a
big way by dazing No. 3 Union, also
the No. 1 seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament, 3-1 in Union on
October 9.
Tom Parkinson, Vince Clark and
Roberto Olivares netted goals for the
4-5-2 Blue Devils and freshman goalie
Adam Fine was credited with seven
blocked shots. William Collins scored
the 11-1 Farmers’ only goal.

$919,900

Spacious Ranch. Lovely home with large rooms, beautiful stone
fireplace in Living Room, hardwoods throughout most of home,
fenced backyard is secluded with serene brick patio, Eat-In Kitchen
plus large Dining Room. Come see this home!

Understated elegance! Fabulous 4 Bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial on
cul-de-sac. Eat-In Kitchen overlooks serene yard with deck, Family
Room with wood-burning fireplace, hardwoods throughout, 2-car
attached garage, full basement, large Bedrooms, good closets.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

CALL FOR PRICE

Unrivaled architectural perfection is at long last COMPLETE. The
Primavera portfolio adds another stunning example of elegant sophistication from their Classic collection of custom designs. A truly
one-of-a-kind display prevails every time.

$1,395,000

OPEN HOUSE – FRIDAY, 10/13/06 – Lovely Colonial located
on lovely side street, all renovated in 2000 with Master BR, Kitchen,
Great Room addition, rebuilt and refinished 2-car garage, paver patio, landscaped yard, near schools, shopping and transportation.Dirs:
Prospect to Lincoln.
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RAIDERS STRESS TEAM EFFORT TO DEFEAT LINDEN

Raider Gridders Concentrate
Special Teams, Pass Defense
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off a 21-7 victory over
Plainfield, the 3-1 Scotch PlainsFanwood High School football team
has used its Bye week to focus on
special team play and pass defense in
preparation for a battle with a strong
Linden squad who recently was
nipped by Irvington, 23-21, on October 6. Game time is set for 2:30 p.m.
this Saturday in Scotch Plains.
“We gave these kids a bunch of
days off, let them catch their breath
and get away from football a little bit,
even with the coaches,” said Raider

formed in a 20-14 victory over
Westfield on opening day, powerful
fullback George Bease rushed for 101
yards, which included a 70-yard,
tackle-breaking touchdown run and
speedster running back John Miller
broke untouched down the left sideline for the 75-yard touchdown.
“He’s a great player,” said Ciccotelli
of Bease who added, “They have a
bunch of weapons. We are going to
have to stop them. We put our kids in
the right spots to make plays and
they’ve got to make the plays.”
Quarterback Jerry Jones has not
only been a dangerous runner but also

knee midway through the Irvington
game, sophomore Marcus Green,
along with several others, stepped
forward with pleasing results.
“Marcus Green has done a great
job. You would hope that those second guys are ready when the opportunity comes. It was! He did a great job.
It’s very rewarding for us and made
us feel confident. That makes us feel
better about where we are at,” said
Ciccotelli.
As they have in three of their four
previous games, the Raider line will
be faced with the task of moving a
much larger Tiger line.
Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING ON OF MANY SAVES…Blue Devil keeper Claire Bennett made several fine saves in the game against the
Kardinal girls in Westfield. The Kardinals scored two goals late in the second half to win 3-1.

Kearny’s Late Strikes Stops
Blue Devil Soccer Girls, 3-1
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING HIS TEAM FOR THE TIGERS…Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli, right forefront, preps his team during
the Bye week for the upcoming showdown with the Linden Tigers this Saturday in Scotch Plains at 2:30 p.m.

Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “That
was our first thing, then we have all
week to get ready. There are certain
things that we are not doing well that
we are trying to correct on a Bye
week and with Linden how we want
to attack them offensively, how we
want to stop them defensively and
our special teams.”
Coach Ciccotelli graded his team,
offensively, defensively and on special teams and, “the big thing is I
think we are playing pretty good run
defense but we have given up a touchdown pass in every game. That’s got
to improve. In our special teams, we
have had two field goals blocked, an
extra point blocked and we are not
keeping people out of field position.
On offense, I don’t think we are finishing some drives.”
Looking at how the Tigers per-

does the punting and could present a
major problem on fourth down situations with his ability to fake a punt.
“No kidding! Those are things we
have to watch out for. Those are the
game breakers. Special teams plays
or bonehead plays are going to be
game breakers,” said Ciccotelli.
Bonehead plays did cost the Raiders in their 19-14 loss to the Tigers
last year. Safety O’Neal Thomas
picked up a Raider fumble at the
Linden 48-yard line and returned it
52 yards for a touchdown and, later,
he returned an interception to the
Raider two-yard line where Laron
Capers bashed in for the touchdown.
Little good can come from losing a
key athlete for the season but the
Raiders have found strength of character in its depth. When fullback/
linebacker Tom Pennella injured his

“Our kids work on leverage, stay
low and play hard. That’s what we
want,” said Ciccotelli. “Relentless
ballplayers who are going to do technique. Our philosophy is a team. The
sum of its parts is greater. It’s a synergistic effect. That’s something we
preach about. The team!”

The Westfield High School girls
soccer team’s offense never really
showed up, but No. 18 Kearny’s persistent pressure finally wore down the
Blue Devil defensive backs to earn the
Kardinals a 3-1 victory at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 6.
Goalkeeper Claire Bennett made
several outstanding saves to keep the
7-4 Blue Devils in contention. Bennett
faced 16 volleys and smothered four,
while Kardinal keeper Jennifer
Pettigren faced just six shots. Kearny
triggered seven corner kicks while
Westfield hit for one.

shots in the scoreless first half, one by
McCarthy and a meaningful shot by
junior Allison MacDonald. The
Kardinals took six shots.
In the second half, the Kardinals
struck first with 28:29 on the clock. The
Blue Devils responded, worked the ball
well in the Kardinal zone and took the
momentum for a good three minutes
until McCarthy broke away from the
left flank, evaded several defenders and
buried the ball in the right corner with
18:42 left to tie the game, 1-1.
“I saw the defender, used my feet,
manipulated the ball as best I could,
shot it and in it went,” said McCarthy.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

WBA

BASKETBALL
TRAVEL TRYOUT
INFORMATION

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Union Football
SPF/Kearny Boys Soccer
Westfield/East Side Soccer
Westfield Girls Volleyball
Westfield/Kearny Girls Soccer
SPF/Plainfield Football
UCT Girls Tennis
And More!

Blue Devil senior Erin McCarthy
found gold in the second half. Junior
standout Stefanie Pace scored a goal
and two assists to lead the Kardinals.
“It was another tale of two halves,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach Katherine
Wertheimer. “It’s the same story against
Scotch Plains, the same story against
East Brunswick, where we come out
flat and it takes us forty minutes to get
confidence, forty minutes to get going
and then it’s like, ‘we’re ready to play,’
and here we are down one goal. We just
can’t have that.”
The bigger and faster Kardinals
took control of the field up front and
limited the Blue Devils to just two

Basketball tryouts are open to all Westﬁeld students interested in playing travel
basketball in the 4th through 8th grades. Typical commitment should include at least
1 practice and 1 or 2 games a week. This is over and above playing in the in-town
Saturday program which is recommended. Gym availability dictates the amount of
time each team will be assigned. In the event that you make a travel team there will
be a charge of $265.00 in addition to the in-town fee.
All players need to go to the WBA website to register for the travel tryouts. Go to
WWW.WESTFIELDNJ.COM/WBA and click on the link that says “Travel Registration”.
All players should come dressed to play basketball. All players should bring a water
bottle (NO SCREW OFF TOPS PLEASE so that we can prevent water spills) as we will ask
that everyone stay in the gym during the tryouts.
There will be 2 teams selected by gender and grade level depending on interest level
of participation for each grade. In grades where there might not be enough players to
support a competitive team, grades may be combined.

IN TOWN BASKETBALL REGISTRATION STARTS 10/15/06.
LINK TO REGISTRATION AT: WWW.WESTFIELDNJ.COM/WBA
OCTOBER 2006
Monday

9

16

Tuesday

Wednesday

10

11

17

18

5th Girls - 7:00-8:30
Roosevelt Int School
7th Girls - 7:00-8:30
Roosevelt Int School

23

24

Clinic for all 7/8th Boys
7:00-9:00 — Edison

25

4th Boys - 7:00-9:00
WHS Varsity Gym
5th Girls - 7:00-8:30
7th Girls - 8:00-10:30
Roosevelt Int School

NOVEMBER

Thursday

12

13

7th Boys - 7:00-9:00 WHS Var
4th Girls - 7:00-8:30 WHS 5
6th Boys - 7:00-9:00 Edison
Clinic for all 8th Girls
7:00-10:00 — Roosevelt

8th Boys - 7:00-9:00 WHS Var
6th Girls - 7:00-8:30 Edison
8th Girls - 8:30-10:00 Edison

19

20

4th Girls - 7:00-8:30 WHS 5
7th Boys - 7:00-9:00 Roosevelt
6th Boys - 7:00-9:00 Edison

26

Clinic for all 7/8th Boys
7:00-9:00 — Edison

1

Friday

5th Boys - 7:00-9:00
WHS Varsity

27

5th Boys - 7:00-8:30
Edison
8th Boys - 8:30-10:00
Edison

2

6th Girls - 7:00-8:30
Edison
8th Girls - 8:30-10:00
Edison

3

4th Boys - 7:00-9:00
Edison

NOTE: All times are PM

The WBA is also looking for women and
men interested in being Coaches and
Assistant Coaches for travel squads.
For questions feel free to call the WBA at
(908) 654-6361, or you can contact Tom
Pickert at wba@westﬁeldnj.com

WBA - In Town Registration
The WBA will be opening our on-line registration website this week for all
Westfield basketball players - boys and girls - interested in playing in our
In-Town basketball leagues this winter. All Westfield residents from 2nd to
8th grade are invited to play. Registration link and other detailed information can be
found by going to our website WWW.WESTFIELDNJ.COM/WBA. If you have additional
questions not covered on the website, please email us at wba@westfieldnj.com.
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Farmers Hold Off Blue Devils
In Wild Grid Shootout, 35-30
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAPING FOR THE SAVE…Raider keeper Bryan Meredith, right, leaps to
make a save against the Kardinals.

No. 10 Kardinal Boys Silence
No. 16 Soccer Raiders, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Breznitsky, the Raiders actually
played a little stronger than the
Kardinals in the first half and held a
5-4 edge in shots on goal. Raider
senior keeper Bryan Meredith made
four of his seven saves in the half,
while Kardinal keeper Levecy
DeOliveira made four of his nine
saves. Raider backup keeper Brandon Reddington made two secondhalf saves.
The second half, however, belonged
to the Kardinals and it showed with a
10-6 difference in meaningful shots
on goal, in addition to constant pressure in the goal area. After a scramble,
the ball shifted to an open area in the
middle of the box where Gamero
tapped in a right-footed shot behind
Meredith. From there, Meredith
moved to the front and Reddington
came in to goal. Then, with 3:03 on
the clock, Gamero iced the game with
his second goal.

“We gave the ball game away with
two goalkeeping mistakes. The goalkeeper should have come for the ball
down there (first goal). Bryan is a
great goalkeeper but he needed to
come and get that ball. He let it bounce
in the box and they buried it. We made
a change and put him on the field. The
second goalkeeper let the ball go
through his hands,” commented
Breznitsky who added, “We are starting to dig ourselves a hole. Where we
have been accustomed to playing most
of our state games at home, we are
going to have a sixth of seventh seed.
It’s going to be a rough road. It’s a
game! We will get by it but we’ve got
to stop making mistakes. We got to
play through 80 minutes. And we got
to find somebody who can put the
ball in the net.”

Devil Boys Place 8th
At Shore Coaches XC

Goldberg, Morawski
Win in State Tennis

The Westfield High School boys
finished eighth with 251 points and
the Blue Devil girls placed 10th with a
total of 216 in their respective A Divisions at the Shore Coaches Invitational cross-country meet at Holmdel
Park on October 7. The Scotch PlainsFanwood boys placed 18th in the B
Division with a total of 383.
Raider sophomore Brittany Veeck
finished 10th with a time of 19:45 in
the girls race and Union Catholic’s
Brian Guterl crossed ninth with a time
of 16:46.7 in the boys E Division race.

Westfield High School tennis players Lindsay Goldberg and Kim
Morawski advanced to the fourth
round of the NJSIAA doubles tournament at Mercer County Park in West
Windsor on October 8.
Goldberg and Morawski defeated
Kim Baker and Sarah Cheafsky of
Ocean City, 6-3, 6-1, in the first round
then stopped Colette Crines and Liz
Odell of Wall, 6-0, 6-2, in the second
round. Next, they topped Alexis
Hitchner and Kelli McCarthy of
Rumson, 6-3, 6-2.

Kearny
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

0
0

2
0

“Big plays! They made more than we
did. Unfortunately, we didn’t respond
after we made big plays. We kept giving
it back to them. We knew they were a
talented offensive team. We knew they
had a good running game and we knew
they could throw,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno.
The Blue Devils’ offense totaled
only 91 yards rushing and Bonard
completed six of 11 passes for 36
yards. Bonard was also sacked four
times. Malcolm Allen (6 rushes for 20
yards, 2 receptions for 10 yards) had a
six-yard TD reception and George
Cornell had 14 carries for 45 yards.
“I credit their defense. Their defensive line was the best defensive line
we’ve seen so far. We didn’t finish
our blocks,” commented DeSarno.
On the second play from scrimmage, Abdul-Quddus dashed for his
48-yard TD run with only 51 seconds
off the clock. Twelve seconds later,
Johnson tied the score with his 92yard TD kickoff return.
“We know Ricardo is special and
he’s slowly but surely working himself in. The kickoff return team is
perfect for him right now. He’s learning the offense. Who knows, by the
end of the year what type of impact he
could make for us? He’s got a lot of
speed. He got us back to zero-zero,
basically,” said DeSarno.
Bonard’s field goal capped a 56yard drive and gave the Blue Devils a
10-7 lead late in the second quarter
but the Farmers responded with a 10play, 78-yard TD march that ended
with D’Andrea’s one yard plunge.

The missed point after kept the Farmers’ halftime lead at 13-10.
The Blue Devils failed to catch the
Farmer defense off-guard with a zany
fake punt attempt early in the third
quarter then, on their second possession of the quarter, the Farmers took
a 21-10 lead when Mitchell outran
the defender and grabbed Melody’s
pass for a 72-yard TD. Eleven seconds later, Johnson completed his 91yard TD kickoff return to make the
score 21-17. Thirty-six seconds later,
Simmons carried the Farmer fumble
into the end zone to put the Blue
Devils ahead, 24-17.
“That’s his (Simmons) second of
the year. He does a great job with
those,” commented DeSarno.
The Farmers answered 20 seconds
later when D’Andrea weaved 68 yards
for the TD then, with 7:19 remaining
in the game, Lowe grabbed Melody’s
pass and sprinted 64-yards down the
left sideline for the TD to give the
Farmers a 35-24 lead.
“Lowe is a quality receiver. This
was his breakout game. Other than
being fast, he was hard to tackle,”
said DeSarno.
Still battling, the Blue Devils tightened the score to 35-30 with Allen’s
six-yard TD reception with 2:29 on
the clock. An onsides kick attempt
failed and the Farmers simply ran out
the clock.
“There is no quit in us! They have
had enough rough seasons. They are
going to play through,” said DeSarno.
Union
Westfield

7
7

6 15
3 14

7
6

35
30

Fred lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING UP FOR THE BLOCK…Blue Devil Kristen Dilzell, No. 7, leaps to in
hopes to make a block. See another picture on Page 18.

BridgeH2O Nips Blue Devils
In ‘Healing Children’ V’ball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

“In the first game, we stopped talking to each other, we were not jelling
as a team and that’s when everything
stopped,” said team Co-Captain Tara
Daly. “After the game, we talked how

WF PAL Wrestling
Registration Set:
Westfield PAL wrestling team
registration has begun and will end
on Wednesday, October 25. The
programs focus on learning the
fundamentals of wrestling, instilling solid values and having fun.
PAL sponsors the following programs:
BEGINNING – K-GRADE 2:
Wrestlers are taught the basics of
the sport with emphasis on skill development and safety rather than
competition.
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUE WHITE
GRADES 2-6:
Wrestlers focus on the basic fundamentals and will prepare for competitive matches.
CENTRAL JERSEY LEAGUE BLUE
GRADES 2-6:
Experienced wrestlers participate in
a competitive, 16-match schedule.
NJGSL TRAVELING TEAM GRADES
6-8:
Wrestlers compete in the New Jersey Grade School League, the premier league for competition in New
Jersey.

2
0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN ON MANY TACKLES…Blue Devil Will Harbaugh, No. 57, made 19 tackles
against Union. John Dugan, No. 80, also made several tackles.

For
questions,
e-mail
westfieldpalwrestling@comcast.net.
To register, please go to
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com.
All charges go to Al Rabinowitz.

we really needed to learn what had
happened and it was good that we
were really mad with ourselves. In
the game, we came out strong, worked
through getting to comfortable and
then worked through the not-talking
and executed.”
In the championship match, the
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, who
earned the top seed after defeating
Rahway, Livingston and Montclair
Kimberley Academy, showed cohesiveness, worked well together and
got every ball up in the game while
the Blue Devils struggled a bit against
their scrappy defense. However, the
Devils did not go away easily, tying
the match, 12-12. After the Panthers
built a five-point bulge, a determined
Westfield team executed its game plan
well to narrow the lead, 24-22.
“Our defense is really consistent
all throughout the day. Our offense is
really on but Bridgewater is a very
good team so we struggled a little bit
at the end. I think we got a little
nervous because we’re not used to
being down anymore,” said the smiling senior co-captain/libero Anna
Koehler, who was selected to the AllTournament team. “We support each
other. Win or lose, it does not matter
and I’m very proud of all the girls.”
“It was good for us to have that
competition against a team like
Bridgewater where we fought until
the last point. We play them again on
October 9, so that’s kind of a big
deal,” added Daly.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
BUY FOR $1,129/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS

CUSTOM RESIDENCE

$989,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

OPEN FLOOR PLAN

$389,900

WESTFIELD

EXCLUSIVE!

$1,150,000

Welcome to 1407 Golf Street located in the premier Shackamaxon Country Club area of Scotch Plains. This
distinctive Custom residence, exquisitely renovated in 2002, reflects unsurpassed attention to detail with an
outstanding level of quality throughout. The top-of-the-line gourmet kitchen, & dramatic great room, are the
sparkling heart of this home. A banquet sized formal dining room, gracious living room w/columned entry &
fireplace, grand entry foyer, library, master suite, playroom, exercise room & so much more, complete this
picture. Set on a beautifully manicured .57 acre lot on a tranquil tree-lined street just moments from schools,
transportation, shops & recreation . . . 1407 Golf Street will capture your heart. (05200NEW)

Open & airy 3 bedroom, 2 ½ bath multi-level home situated on a tree-lined cul-de-sac. The vaulted
ceiling in the living room, the cozy wood burning fireplace in the custom paneled family room and the
private backyard are just a few of the many delights awaiting you. (052001445)

Nestled in a premier Westfield neighborhood, this outstanding home features a huge eat-in kitchen with
vaulted ceiling, granite countertops, center-island and provides access to a beautifully landscaped yard with
deck, Koi pond and exterior lighting. Gas fireplaces add charm to the spacious living room and family
room. The ground floor offers a generous den, laundry and powder room. Three bedrooms and third floor
master suite are enhanced with abundant closet space. The terrific basement is perfect for entertaining w/
wet bar, recreation room & exercise room. Hardwood floors, and a walk up attic for storage complete this
impressive home. (0520001037)

BUY FOR $2,302/MO.

BUY FOR $1,231/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

MOUNTAINSIDE

WYCHWOOD COLONIAL

$759,000

Set on cul-de-sac with private yard in Wychwood area of Mountainside. This quality built Colonial/Split
offers a large living room, formal dining room, first floor family room and eat-in kitchen. The screened
porch overlooks an exceptional property. Three bedrooms, 3 baths, finished basement and 2-car garage
complete this fabulous home. (052001322)

FANWOOD

IMMACULATE

$425,000

This beautifully maintained and immaculate home features 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths and new
furnace, central air & central vacuum system plus much more! Located on a quiet tree-lined street with
private yard and new 2-teir paver patio, professionally landscaped. (052001110)

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION - TO BE BUILT

$849,000

Custom Center Hall Colonial. Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family room with fireplace,
designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry accents. Still time to
customize. Call Ralph for more information. 908-591-6283 (052000587)

weichert.com
W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence. This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12
months, in effect as of 8/28/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates
can change monthly during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier. Deferred Interest:
Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35. Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of
interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred interest for your specific tax situation. Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply. Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000. Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers. This program is not available
in all areas. Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are as of 8/28/06 and subject to change. Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert,
Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!
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Westfield PAL B Falls
To Springfield, 7-6
The Westfield PAL B football team
came up short against a very strong
Springfield defense on October 8.
Springfield opened the scoring with a
long touchdown pass and converted
the extra point.
Just before halftime, Westfield answered with a long pass from James
O’Rourke to WR John Lanzano who
ran 40 yards to the three-yard line. FB
Brendan Dugan plunged over behind
the blocking of Ryan Elliott, Dan
Bigelow and Kevin Anderson. The
extra point failed.
Westfield’s strong defense kept the
Springfield offense in check. Safety
Justin Ricardo had an interception
that thwarted a lengthy Springfield
drive.
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Kearny’s Late Strikes Stops
Blue Devil Soccer Girls, 3-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Later, the Kardinals took the initiative, controlled the tempo and were
rewarded with the fluke go-ahead goal
when Bennett dove to the ball, which
then ricocheted into the net with 11:53
remaining.
The Blue Devils had several more
good opportunities to score.
McCarthy triggered a direct kick off
the crossbar. Senior Erica
Ammermuller drilled the ball just
left to the goal post and McDonald
nearly scored on a slant shot that was
stopped by the keeper.
The Kardinals, however, turned

Westfield PAL B Team Beats
Millburn Grid Kids, 20-6
The Westfield PAL B football team
beat Millburn, 20-6, on October 1 in
Westfield to up its record to 3-1.
The Blue Devils opened the scoring on the second play of the game
with a 50-yard touchdown run by HB
James O’Rourke behind the strong
blocking of Dan Bigelow, Kevin
Anderson and Mike Mondon.
Westfield’s defense stopped Millburn
with the great play of LB Billy Hedley
and linemen Ryan Elliott, Alex
McHugh and Anthony Amatucci, who
made big tackles.
Before halftime, Westfield scored
again with FB Brendan Dugan reaching the end zone on a five-yard dive
up the middle. Dugan added the onepoint conversion.
In the second half, Millburn returned

Thursday, October 12, 2006

an interception for a touchdown, making the score 13-6. Westfield then responded with another big defensive
series led by LB’s John Dooley and
John Stelmach along with CB’s Pat
Johnson and Kurt Kowalski who
stopped Millburn cold forcing a punt.
Next, Westfield HB Paul Werner ran
45 yards for a touchdown but that
score was nullified by a penalty. On
the next play, O’Rourke scampered 50
yards around the left end for a touchdown behind the blocking of Nick
Nepper, Robert Capaldo and Nick
Calello. The extra point was good.
Westfield’s defense held Millburn
in check for the remainder of the
game behind the fine defensive play
of LB’s Joe Rinaldi and Ryan
Rittendale.

up the pressure and were rewarded
with a goal when Pace got a pass and
fired a lethal shot to the back of the
net to put away the game.
“Coming in, we knew this was a
game that could go either way. We
tried to play our game, keep it on the
ground; however, they scored the
first goal. We got the momentum
back when McCarthy scored, unfortunately lost it and could not get it
back after they scored the second
goal,” said Bennett.
After the game, McCarthy said,
“As coach likes to say, ‘we had moments of brilliance,’ especially coming into the second half, but, unfortunately, we broke down at the worst
times and they took advantage. We
did have some periods where we
played extremely well, played feet
and kept possession.”
“There’s no shame losing but I
thought at one point we had it when
we tied up the score. That showed a
lot on our part and I thought we had
the better of the play for a little bit in
the second half,” commented Coach
Wertheimer. “Once they scored that
second goal, I think that deflated us
and we lost our momentum. Defensively, it wasn’t our best game. We
know we can keep up with the very
good teams speed wise and I think
the girls will take this in stride and
learn from it.”
Kearny
Westfield

0
0

3
1

3
1

Soccer Blue Devil Boys Duel
East Side to 0-0 Deadlock
By FRED LECOMTE

WTA Women Singles
Final Standings:
Listed below are the final standings for the 2006 season following
the September playoffs of the
Westfield Tennis Association
Women’s Singles Ladder. Fifteen
players achieved 6 or more matches
during the season in which 84 matches
were played. For the fourth year in a
row, JoAnn Purdy won the title, beating the former ‘93 winner, Jean Power
in straight sets. The Most Active award
goes to Lisa Black-Polak with 17
matches, followed by Sheri Pardo
with 16 matches.

MUDTURTLES HOLDING FIRM…Union County’s Mudturtles’ resolute defense holds firm against a Montclair attack on September 30. Mudturtle Rugby
finished 31-13 winners over Montclair and remain unbeaten in Met NY Division 2.

Fred lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BALL DOWN FIELD…Blue Devil Jonathan Ramalho, No. 10, works the ball toward the Newark East
Side goal as teammate Chris Mattes, No. 25, positions himself. The game ended in a 0-0 tie.

1. JoAnn Purdy 11. Dianne Mroz
2. Jean Power
12. Linda Coleman
3. Clara Karnish 13. Ellen Smith
4. N. Freundlich 14. Ann Diver-Diehl
5. Lisa Sottung 15. Danielle Hair
6. Sheri Pardo
16. M. Perez-Santalla
7. Jan Honymar 17. Katie Richards
8. L. Black-Polak 18. C. DeStefano
9. Sherri Bender 19. J. Richardson
10. Anna Murray 20. Carol Healey
21. Peggy Weiss

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense prevailed in a game that
was long on intensity and played predominantly around midfield between
the Newark East Side boys soccer
team and Westfield that resulted in a
0-0 two-overtime deadlock at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 4.
Very few breakaways or vicious attacks were allowed on goal as each
team’s defenders consistently rejected
the other’s penetration.
The 3-4-2 Blue Devils fired off 12
shots while the 4-4-1 Red Raiders
retaliated with 10. Blue Devil sophomore keeper Michael Lessner recorded his third shutout of the season
and was credited with seven saves in
regulation. Lessner made two potentially game-saving snags in overtime.
Keeper John Batista had 12 stops for
Newark East Side.
The Blue Devils held the edge in
ball control, especially in the first half,
and launched the higher quality shots
on goal led by senior Andrew Brill,
who drilled three. Senior Vincent Clark

and senior Co-Captain Chris Mattes
each added one shot on goal.
“We like to bring the ball to our
fullbacks, bring the ball up field,
switch the play a lot and keep the
point of attack at their side of the
field,” said senior Co-Captain Nick
Barba. “We worked very hard, had a
lot of hustle, had chances but just
didn’t finish them up. Defensively,
Lessner anchors it back there as the
keeper. He’s a great athlete.”
Although primarily a midfield game
in the second half, the Blue Devils
played hard and attempted to take advantage of opportunities but were unable to take care of business despite
out-shooting Eastside 4-3. Clark, Tom
Parkinson, Mattes and Roberto
Olivares had one shot each. But the
name of the game was to put the ball in
the goal. The Red Devils positioned
themselves well and successfully
knocked away every incoming shot.
East Side fired off four shots to
Westfield’s one in the first overtime
battle. The Blue Devil defense remained tight throughout the second

overtime period except for a few
breakdowns that carried the game to
a no-decision final.
“We have a deep line sweeper who
brings the ball up and get it to our
outside backs. The three outside backs
have a lot of responsibility. They move
around a lot and have to be very fit, ”
Mattes explained. “We have been
practicing day-in and day-out, going
in hard, slide tackling when going in
and making sure fifty-fifty balls are
ours. Overall we did that well but our
only problem is finishing, which I
contributed to that problem.”
Asked what if anything was gained
or lost in a long and tedious nonscoring contest, Mattes added, “That
tie counts as a loss towards our goal to
win the next four of our six games, so
that’s what we have to do now. We
need to go in hard and finish. Overall,
East Side is a very good team. They
beat Elizabeth 4-1 We lost to Elizabeth in overtime. Our main goal, just
finish!”
East Side
Westfield

0
0

0
0

0 0
0 0

WALK TO EVERYTHING.
(EXCEPT, PERHAPS, THE OPPORTUNITY)

Imagine a 55+ enclave of exceptional convenience in the heart of
Garwood’s new downtown and within one mile of downtown
Westfield and Cranford … from 1,883 sq. ft. to 3,024 sq. ft. of living space …
2 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 3-story townhomes … each with its own personal
elevator. A community bocce court and club room … and all within
easy walking distance of exciting shopping, fine dining and the train station.

Feeling a little spring
in your step yet?
NEW
TOWN
HOME
S
JUST
RELEA
SED!

Priced from the $500’s!

EXPERIENCE LIFE
WITH ALL ITS REWARDS

CALL 908-518-7870
for more information and
to schedule an appointment.
Hours: Fri. – Tues., 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway:
Take the GSP-N to exit 136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3
mi and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi and make R onto Maple St.
The sales center is on the L.
S from the Garden State Parkway:
Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge onto NJ 28/North Ave. East
towards Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. Make a R onto Maple St. The sales
center is on the L.

www.millenniumhomes.com

0
0

Page 18

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 12, 2006

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Westfield PAL B-Blue Rips
Parsippany Grid Kids, 50-0

Fred lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING IT TOGETHER…The Blue Devil girls volleyball starters show unity
before the start of their game at the Healing the Children tournament.

The Westfield PAL football BBlue team destroyed Parsippany
PAL, 50-0, on October 8 to up its
record to 5-0.
On Westfield’s first possession,
quarterback Nathan Mitchell
hooked up with Peter Ondi for 38yard touchdown pass. Tony Pafumi
drove in the extra point.
Parsippany’s first possession was
unsuccessful as Westfield’s defense
caused a fumble that Tony Pafumi
recovered for a 45-yard touchdown.
The extra point attempt failed.
On Westfield’s next possession,
strong blocking by center Tyler Monaco allowed Ondi to score on a
one-yard run. The extra point

B-Blue led 31-0.
In the second half, Pafumi scored
on a four-yard run and converted
the extra point. In the fourth quarter, Parsippany nearly scored; however, cornerback Mike Kalimtzis
intercepted on the one-yard line
and ran 99 yards for the touchdown. The extra point conversion
failed. Westfield’s final touchdown
came as wingback Chris Albanese
scored on a five-yard run.
Westfield’s defense recorded its
fourth shutout of the season.
Standout players were Sam
Baldwin, Matt Trinkle, Jackson
O’Leary (interception) and Nick
Ertman (fumble recovery).

SPF PAL ‘D’ Dominates
Chatham Grid Kids, 20-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL
D football team came off a tough
game against Cranford to beat
Chatham, 20-0, on October 7 to bring
its record to 5-1. Coach Romanagno
gave the each player one instruction –
“do your job and don’t worry about
anything else.” The team rose to the
charge with both offense and defense
playing a near perfect game.
With SPF winning the toss, Stephen
Deduck led the opening drive with
six carries and 66 yards to set up
James Lettieri’s seven-yard run off

Ashley Kent Earns
Liberty League Award
GENEVA, N.Y. – William Smith
College senior Ashley Kent of
Westfield was named the Women’s
Soccer Liberty League Co-Defensive
Performer of the Week after leading
the Herons to two league wins last
weekend.
Kent led the Heron defense last
weekend as it recorded two shutouts
and allowed just three shots on goal
in two games. William Smith downed
St. Lawrence, 4-0, before moving on
to defeat Clarkson, 2-0. Kent has anchored a solid unit all year that has
registered seven shutouts and allowed
just five goals scored in 11 games.
William Smith is currently 8-3-0
overall and 5-0-0 in league play.

left tackle for the first touchdown.
The strength of the offensive line was
controlled by center Christian Letteri,
with Tyler Bowman, Sam McQuoid,
Danny VanBrunt and Brian Heath
rounding out the “Great Wall.”
The offense was solid all day, allowing Matt Ridge time to pass to
Thomas Walker for a 39-yard TD and
Stephen Deduck to drive another 46
yards for the team’s third touch down.
Alex Montagna, Grant Brown, Sean
Duthie, Kevin Mruczinski, Justin
Davidson, Connor McNamara, Owen
Monahan and VanBrunt used their
defensive skills to limit Chatham’s
offensive to only nine plays. VanBrunt
personally caused 23 lost yards, including a picture-perfect sack, and
Monahan had an interception and 23yard return.

Mike Hessemer Named
‘D’ Player of Week
Mike Hessemer (Scotch PlainsFanwood High School Class of 2004),
a junior at Lehigh University, was
recently named Patriot League Defensive Player of the Week. Hessemer
recorded four defensive saves in the
Mountain Hawks’victory over American. The Mountain Hawk is an integral member of the Lehigh defense,
which has only allowed one goal at
home this season.

Westfield PAL C Tripped Up
By Springfield Grid Kids

Steve Kim (Image 1 Hour Photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD PAL B-BLUE BIG BLUE LINE…The faces behind Westfield PAL
B-Blue’s high-powered football offensive line are: Tyler Monaco (No. 53), Mike
LaFace (No. 70), Mike Giacone (No. 56), James McCrea (No. 39) and Abe FertigCohen ( No. 73).

failed. Before halftime, Westfield
scored two more times. Mitchell
connected with Alex Williams for
a 22-yard touchdown pass. After
another Parsippany fumble, Abe
Fertig-Cohen and James McCrea
blocked for Ondi who scored on a
22-yard touchdown. Both pointafter attempts failed as Westfield

B-BlueR’s high-powered offense, which has been averaging
close to 300 yards total offense and
almost 29 points per game, will be
matched up against one of the
league’s top defenses when they
are to meet with Westfield’s BWhite team at Kehler Stadium on
October 15 at 3 p.m.

Parkview At Westfield
50 Cardinal Drive, Westfield NJ

• Class A Office Space
• 41,281 square feet / 3 stories
• Sapphire Blue Reflective Glass

• Stainless Steel Columns & Trim
• Beautifully Appointed Common Areas
• Build to Suit Units from 2,500 sq. ft.

908-464-6000

READY FOR THE TACKLE…Westfield PAL C football player Nick Arnold,
No. 39, prepares to tackle a Springfield player.

Westfield’s PAL C football became
the victims of a trick play in the
fourth quarter and lost 14-13 to
Springfield on October 8.
In the first quarter, Brian Githens
had a long touchdown run. Jake
Greenberg ran in the extra point, putting Westfield ahead, 7-0. Westfield’s
defense stopped Springfield with
tough tackling by Michael Fitzhenry,
Brett Glenn and Thomas Ross. Nick
LaFace added some big hits.
In the second quarter, quarterback
Quinn Dursee connected with a 26yard completion to Glenn. Greenberg
pushed through Springfield’s line to
give Westfield field control. Westfield
controlled the clock and led at the
half, 7-0.
Tim Walsh nailed a long punt deep
into Springfield territory early in the
second half and the defense kept
Springfield from getting a first down.
Matthew Kehart followed with a 33yard run and Githens had an 18-yard
run but neither team scored in the
third quarter.
In the fourth quarter, Greenberg
scored in the first few minutes on a
three-yard bash. The extra point attempt failed, making the score 13-0.
Later, Nick Arnold made an eightyard run but, after a fumble, Springfield ran the ball in for a touchdown.
Their kick was good.
In the last few minutes of the game,
Springfield managed to convert a trick
pass play for a touchdown. The kick
was good, giving Springfield the 14-

13 victory.
Westfield’s C team will host
Irvington on October 15 at noon.

Westfield PAL D Tops
Summit PAL, 26-12
The Westfield PAL D football
team toppled Summit, 26-12, on
October 8.
Westfield scored on the first play
of the game when Eugene Rawls
exploded for 65 yards off right
tackle. Westfield scored again
when Rawls, following the blocks
of Thomas Anderson, Noah
Penders, Chris Sweeney and Kyle
Heffernan, went 20 yards for the
score. Rawls ran in the extra point.
The third score was a 17-yard
Eric Shor to Chris Hogge pass.
Matt Barber punched in the extra
point. Anderson went around right
end for 46 yards, led by the blocking of Rawls, Brennan Sumner
and Matt Charlton for the final
score.
The Westfield defense was led
by the gang tackling of Sam
Krause, Josh Garrity, Chris Wright,
John Feeney, Chris Demasi,
Sebastien Trott, Tyler Debbie and
Alec Vaughn. Chris Callahan,
David Kane and Sumner delivered big hits.
Westfield PAL D will play
Irvington at Kehler Stadium this
Sunday, October 15.

GOING FOR BIG YARDAGE…Westfield PAL A football team fullback Nicky
Boyle, No. 40, goes for big yardage and a first down on a screen play. Westfield
defeated Springfield 14-0 to improve to 5-0.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Open House: Sunday Oct. 15th 1-4PM • 910 Highland Avenue
A PUNISHING TACKLE…Jack Simcox of the Westfield PAL D football team
punishes the Summit runner.

JOYCE TAYLOR, SALES ASSOCIATE

908-233-6417, Direct Dial
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2005

Westfield . . . Magnificent custom 5 BR, 4 full, 3 half BTH Tudor
built by Stone Creek on prestigious Highland Ave. The finest
architectural detail and craftsmanship. Coffered ceilings, archways,
5 fireplaces, exquisite millwork, old world wainscoting, hardwood
floors throughout. Spectacular gourmet kitchen with superior
appliances w/adjacent family room w/stone frplc. Fabulous walkout basement offers, guest suite, English pub, temperature
controlled wine cellar and great room w/fireplace. 3 stop elevator,
10ft ceil, 4 Zn HT & CAC, WSF0136
$3,300,000

Hye-Young Choi
#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office - 2005
Top Associate, Total Production - 11 Years!

Enveloped by a magnificent property, this captivating Colonial has an interior effervescing with hardwood floors, suncatching windows & beautiful moldings. The living room
with stone fireplace & formal dining room with corner cabinet radiate charm. The family room has a wall of windows
that looks out over the yard. An eat-in kitchen, powder
room, & den enhance the 1st floor. The 2nd floor offers a
spacious master bedroom, three more bedrooms, a walk-up
attic & an updated bath. A very deep backyard with patio,
towering trees, beautiful foliage & a convenient location,
add to this handsome portrait. Presented for $849,000.

Direct Line: 908-301-2015
email: hye-young@att.net
WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555, EXT. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WITNESSING WHS HISTORY BEING MADE…Westfield fans witnessed a new addition into the WHS athletic history
book when sophomore Ricardo Johnson made two kickoff returns – 92 yards and 91 yards – for touchdowns against Union
on October 7. Note: the 91-yard TD may have been for 89 yards. Future look at the films may reveal the actual yardage.

Emerald Society to Mark
25 Years With Fundraiser
KENILWORTH — The Union
County Emerald Society will mark

WF Area Y to Host
Halloween Party
The Westfield Area Y is hosting a
single parent family Halloween special event and invites single and divorced moms and dads along with
their children to come dressed in their
Halloween costumes and participate
in a Halloween parade, crafts and
games. Older children will play
whiffle ball. Delicious pizza and dessert will be served to all participants.
This party will be held on Friday,
October 27, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Please meet at the Robert & Virginia
Bauer Family Branch, located at 422
East Broad Street in Westfield. The
cost per family is $5. First time families eat for free. If a returning family
brings a new family with them, the
new family will eat for free.
RSVPs are required by phone or email. Please call Jill Brown at (908)
233-2700 x415 or e-mail
jill.brown1@comcast.net.

its 25th anniversary with its annual
“Pub Nite” at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
October 28, at the Kenilworth Veterans Center, located at 33 South 21st
Street in Kenilworth.
The fraternal organization of law
enforcement officers and firefighters
of Irish decent will honor Union
firefighter Edwin Donnelly, cofounder of the Union County Police
and Fire Pipes and Drums band, as
Irishman-of-the-Year.
The Bobby Byrne Show with
Charlie Warwick will provide Irish
entertainment. Tickets include beer,
wine, soda and snacks and cost $25.
The Union County Emerald Society has deep roots in the communities
of Union County and strives to celebrate Irish heritage and culture while
also supporting important causes including Project Children, the Union
County Baseball League and Hurricane Katrina relief.
For tickets and more information,
call Lester Sargent at (908) 272-8977,
Jack Geoghegan at (908) 245-2471
or Jack Casey at (732) 382-5982.
Tickets are also available at the door.

Reading is Good For You

527 Washington Street, Westfield

$650,000

Immaculate Colonial nestled on a 218-foot deep lot beautifully appointed with natural wood moldings and
hardwood floors featuring a Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/Breakfast Room; Family
Room; Den; 3+ Bedrooms; 2 full baths; Recreation Room and 2 car Garage. WSF0793

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

goleader.com/subscribe

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

County Household Waste
Recycling Set for October 21
ROSELLE – Union County will
hold a recycling event on Saturday,
October 21, for residents to dispose
of household special waste, old automobile tires and mercury fever thermometers in an environmentally safe
manner. The collection will take place
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Warinanco
Park Ice Skating Center, off Thompson Avenue in Roselle.
Pre-registration is not required, you
must be a county resident and have
identification, businesses not allowed
and there is no charge.
Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles. There is a limit of eight
automobile tires (without rims) per
household.
Union County residents can turn in
their old mercury fever thermometers
and receive a new mercury-free digital thermometer, free of charge. One
digital thermometer per household
will be provided (while supplies last)
regardless of the number of mercury
thermometers dropped off. Please
bring thermometers in a sealed plastic bag to prevent release in case of
accidental breakage.
Household special waste” includes
oil-based paint and varnish, antifreeze,
aerosol cans, pool chemicals, corrosives, pesticides, herbicides, solvents,
thinners, fire extinguishers, motor oil
and oil filters, gasoline, batteries, thermostats, fluorescent bulbs (unbroken),
blood pressure devices, and mercury
switches. Only materials in original or
labeled containers will be accepted.
No containers larger than five gallons
will be accepted.
Latex (water-based) paint and empty
cans will not be accepted. They should

be disposed of in with the regular
garbage. Leftover latex paint can be
air-dried or, to hasten the drying process, kitty litter and/or newspaper can
be added to hasten the drying.
A complete list of the materials
that will be accepted is available at
the Union County Bureau of Environmental Services web site:
www.ucnj.org/oem.
The household special waste collection will be held rain or shine. For
more information, please call the bureau hotline at (908) 654-9889.

640 RAHWAY AVENUE, WESTFIELD

12 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC
transportation. This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room
w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent
Family Room opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property, hdwd flrs,
central air, MBR & updated bathroom.
Offered for $849,000

Situated on park-like property on a quiet street, this spacious & tastefully decorated 10
room home offers close proximity to the elementary school. This authentic Tudor
boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor
Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood floors w/cherry
Offered for $929,000
inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.

650 GLEN AVENUE, WESTFIELD

849 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

Pristine and updated Colonial offers ideal location on a quiet street within walking
distance to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation. This fine 4 bedroom
home boasts a new eat-in Kitchen w/Corian counters, 3 new Baths, Master
Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room with fireplace, Recreation Room, hardwood
floors & central air.
Offered for $659,000

Charming 9 room Colonial nestled in the desirable Wychwood section of Westfield
exemplifying quality craftsmanship and old world charm with random width pine
floors & custom detail throughout. It boasts 4 Bedrooms, 3 full Bathrooms, a 1st
floor Family Room & Den, Eat-in Kitchen, Entrance Foyer w/formal turned staircase
Offered for $1,250,000
and park-like setting.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Weichert

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

TAKE NOTICE that application has been
made to the Township Council of the Town
of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090 for a Place
to Place Transfer (Expansion of Premises)
of Plenary Retail Consumption License
No. 2020-33-025-005, heretofore issued
to Palmiro Ferraro, Inc., for premises located at 6 – 20 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey for the purpose of expanding the
premises to provide for a sidewalk café, a
second floor office for bookkeeping , and
partial basement storage of inventory.
The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are:
Palmiro Ferraro, 272 Meetinghouse
Lane, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
Anna Ferraro, 272 Meetinghouse Lane,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092
Plans of the proposed licensed premises
may be examined at the Office of the
Municipal Clerk.
Objections, if any, should be made immediately in writing to Clair J. Gray, Town
Clerk, Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.
Palmiro Ferraro, Inc.
6-20 Elm Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
2 T - 10/5/06 &
10/12/06, Leader
Fee: $57.12

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Richard Guard
• Top Sales - Month of September
• Union County area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Richard Guard

955 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD
Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield
street. Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with
wood burning fireplace. This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air &
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck
overlooking manicured grounds.
Offered for $819,000

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD
Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School. This
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished
Recroom in basement, hardwood floors & central air.
Offered for $800,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Richard Guard in, and he’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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FOR SALE BY OWNER

OPEN HOUSE 10/15 1-4PM

Scotch Plains, 4BD cape, EIK,
FDR, hardwood flrs, fenced yard,
NEW gas furnace, 2 zone heat,
1 car attached garage.
IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY
Call (908) 889-6203

North Edsion, FSBO, Desirable,
Timberline, End Unit, Minutes to
Westfield, 3BR, 2.5 Bath, Deck
front & back, det. Gararge, tennis
& pool, 181 Hidden Hollow Ct.
$479K
(908) 723-1164

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 10/14/06

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
120 Winslow Place, Garwood, NJ
$449,900
OPEN HOUSE – Completely
renovated, all brick Split-Level w/
magnificent kitchen, new HWF,
CAC, deck, fence, windows & roof.
Very spacious home – 3BRs, 2
full baths. On large property. A
must see!!! Vacant, must sell!
Dir: North Ave. to Winslow.
Century 21 Louis Pompilio, Inc.
(908) 322-2202

1 Bedroom apartment in Westfield.
No utilities, Off-street parking.
$975 per month. Avail. immed.
Call (908) 354-0480.
Dir by SEAN DEVANEY seeks
older, modest, ranch home at
Jersey Shore as location
Nov. 15-22. Also looking for older
motorcycle and its owner for a
day of fun on film set! Contact
kinofyoufilm@gmail.com

WATER FRONT PROPERTY

AUTO FOR SALE

Beach Haven West / LBI
Auction Pricing For 30 Days Only!
50' X 80' Seconds to Open Bay.
Must Be Sold or
will be returned to Estate.
$429,000 reduced to $375,000.
Call Bill (732) 261-4650

2003 VW JETTA GLS
36K miles, Black/Black, 1.8 T Auto,
ABS, Airbags, A/C, Cruise, Power
Windows, Remote Keyless Entry,
Snow Tires, Power Sunroof, CD/
Cassette, Alarm, VW Warranty.
Original Owner. $12,500.
(908) 654-0419

NYU THESIS FILM

MOVING SALE
HOUSE FOR RENT

Westfield: 3 BR w/ Master Suite;
2.5 Baths, Eat-in-Kit, LR, DR;
Garage, bsmt, close to train.
$2300 per month.
Call (908) 654-0919
REAL ESTATE

NEWARK IRONBOUND OFFICE
AGENTS WANTED, Excellent split
Residential & Commercial
Too many benefits to list
Call Frank or Lisa
Peterpaul Real Estate Agency
Office: (973) 589-0055 or
email to frankpafa@aol.com

WESTFIELD
754 West Broad Street
Friday, Saturday & Sunday
EVERYTHING MUST GO!
GARAGE SALE

Saturday, Oct. 14, 9AM - ???
Furniture, Toys and
Household Goods
784 Fairacres Ave., Westfield
BEDROOM SET

7 pcs. Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and 2 nite stands.
Value $4000, Sell $1975
Call (732) 259-6690

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

FRONT DESK

Library Assistant - Westfield
Memorial Library. Part-time
Library Assistant with excellent
customer service skills wanted for
busy Circulation desk. Computer
skills required, library experience
a plus. One night a week and
alternate Saturdays required. $10/
hour; excellent vacation and sick
benefits. Applications available at
the Circulation desk, 550 E. Broad,
or
e-mail
resume
to
personnel@wmlnj.org EOE.

Front desk medical receptionistScotch Plains/Westfield area
Opportunity available for a mature
candidate with at least 2 years
experience in a medical office
setting. Must possess exceptional
patient relation skills and the ability
to multitask. Fax Resume to Kathy
(973) 759-1507

HELP WANTED

Bookkeeper - computer system
experience necessary. FT/PT,
9AM-3PM. Ideal for mother with
school children in Westfield.
Fax resume to: (908) 232-0520
HELP WANTED

MACHINIST - FT. Automation
Co. in Springfield seeking a
machinist. 5 yrs. exp. req’d. Ability
to fabricate & modify parts to make
or repair machine tools and work
with a Lathe a must. Exc. pay.
Fax resume (973) 376-8265
Attn: Rosemarie Kramer
OR SCHEDULER

Experienced Surgical Scheduler
for physician’s office. Scotch
Plains/Westfield Area Knowledge
of medical terminology with a
primary emphasis on surgical
procedures is preferred. Duties
include setting surgery dates,
times, places, scheduling
surgeons, making arrangements
with patients and verifying
insurance. Fax resume to Kathy
(973) 759-1507

WINDSOR COLLECTION IN WESTFIELD, NJ
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 15th • 1-4PM

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
DINING ROOM

Double pedestal table
6 chairs and Hutch/Buffet.
Value $3700, sell $1875.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690
MATTRESS SET

$375 Queen deluxe pillow top,
brand new in factory plastic.
Value $875. Can deliver
(732) 259-6690

WF ResidentsVolunteer
In Washington, D.C.
WESTFIELD – Kristopher Kagan
and Erik Jacobsen, both residents of
Westfield and freshmen at American
University (AU), participated in the
Freshman Service Experience (FSE),
a community service project in which
freshmen students contributed nearly
13,000 hours of service at 44 sites
around the Washington, D.C. area.
More than 500 AU students participated in the four-day FSE program
this year. Among other things, the
student-led groups served and prepared meals, rebuilt homes, cleaned
local and national parks and worked
with children and the disabled.
Both Kristopher and Erik are recent
graduates of Westfield High School.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on October 5, 2006, the following
decisions of the Board were memorialized:
Approved, a three-year Temporary
Operating Permit for the Jewish Community Center, 1361 & 1391 Martine Avenue, Block 10301, Lot 16 and Block
10401, Lot 1.01 for utilization of three (3)
tents during their summer day camp.

706 Embree Crescent

$1,449,000

523 Coleman Place

$1,599,000

5 bedrooms, 3+ bath Fabulous Victorian Homes

For more Listings of Homes visit my website:www.GraceRappa.com
For more information about the builder, visit www.customservicebuilders.com.

Approved, a one-year Temporary Operating Permit for Divine Tamakloe, 340
Jackson Avenue, Block 602, Lot 26 to
operate a limousine service from the premises.
Approved, a Variance for Leighann &
Francois DuToit, 2288 Marlboro Road,
Block 7201, Lot 8.01 to install a six-foot
high fence on a corner lot.
Approved, Variances for a rear-yard
setback and lot coverage for James and
Marisa Sherman for 352 Cook Avenue,
Block 02101, Lot 3.02.
Approved, a Use Variance for Glenn
and Linda Vaughn for 2010 Lamberts Mill
Road, Block 13502, Lot 14 to permit the
construction of a two-story addition to the
existing two-family home.
Approved, a Variance for Dave and
Ellen Lage for 2103 Grand Street, Block
2702, Lot 16 to permit the construction of
a two-story rear addition.
Barbara Horev, Secretary to the
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 10/12/06, The Times Fee: $35.70

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
CUSTOM AUDIO & VIDEO
LCD & PLASMA TVs
Turn-key installation of LCD &
Plasma TVs. Includes television, speakers, cables, wiring we take care of everything. We
also install multi-zone audio
systems fea-turing 100 CD
changers, satellite radio, IPOD
connectivity - all operated via
touch screen key pads.
NO ONE WILL BEAT OUR
PRICE! CALL RICH AT
(908) 377-4711

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

VINTAGE DINING RM SET

CHILD CARE

Table, 3 leaves, pads,
6 upholstered chairs, china cabinet
and buffet. Excellent conditition.
Call (908) 313-9182

Coordinators (M-F 2-6pm),
Counselors (M-F, 2:30/3-6 pm),
Babysitters (AM hrs.-flexible),
Preschool Teacher 8:15am3:15pm. YMCA membership.
& child care discount eligible.
Apply: Westfield Area Y
Attn: HR Dept.
220 Clark St., Westfield, NJ 07090
Fax (908) 232-3306 or
rcastellone@westfieldynj.org
EOE

HOME SERVICES

HARDWOOD FLOORS
Refinished, 1 year no interest
financing available.
Free Estimate & Application.
Call (908) 753-9638
Ad#WA
TUTORING

DOG GROOMER

Need a tutor?
SPF Teacher available
to tutor grades 2-7 in
reading, writing & math.
Call (908) 889-6589

Experienced preferred.
FLEX hrs. to FT.
Scotch Plains location.
Call (908) 322-8499

More Education News
Jump Start Students Host
Butterfly Parade at Brunner
SCOTCH PLAINS –The children
in Bernadette Hoyer’s Jump Start
classes at Brunner School in Scotch
Plains held a Butterfly Parade and
Monarch Migration Celebration on
October 4.
The parade was the culminating
activity for a learning adventure that
began on the first day of school in
September, when the children were
introduced to dozens of Monarch caterpillars in the classroom.
The students were able to experience each stage of metamorphosis as
it took place. Through books and
songs they also learned about the
monarch migration to Mexico each
fall. Parents had opportunities to go
into the classroom and share the experience with their children as the
caterpillars grew and changed.
The students, decked out in monarch wings and antennae, held the
parade to celebrate all that they had
learned and to give 40 monarch butterflies a special send-off to Mexico.
The children sang the “Metamor-

WF Board Of Ed Holds
Meeting on October 17
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will hold a regularly scheduled public meeting on
Tuesday, October 17, at 8 p.m. at 302
Elm Street.
There will be a report from Stephen
Maczynski, the new guidance director at Westfield High School. Superintendent of Schools, William Foley,
will present the district’s annual violence and vandalism report.
The complete agenda will be available on the board of education website
at www.westfieldnjk12.org.
The public is welcomed to attend.
All board meetings are taped and
televised on Blue Devils TV-36 on
Tuesdays at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m.,
Thursdays at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at 3 p.m. and Sundays at 10 a.m.

phosis Song” during the parade and
encouraged spectators to plant milkweed to help conserve the monarch
butterfly population. The Brunner
school student body, staff members
and family members of the Jump Start
students attended.
The 40 monarchs released at the
parade, as well as 53 others, were
reared from monarch eggs and caterpillars found by Mrs. Hoyer on the
milkweed plants in the Brunner
children’s garden and on milkweed
plants in her backyard during the summer. Some of the children also found
caterpillars in the school garden during the month of September.

Eisner Wins Award
For Continuing Educ.
WESTFIELD – The Continuing
Education Board (CEB) of the American Speech-Language Hearing Association (ASHA) announced that
Eileen Eisner was granted an Award
for Continuing Education (ACE) on
April 11.
Ms. Eisner joins a select group of
individuals who have made an effort
to continue professional learning beyond an academic degree.
Ms. Eisner is the director of Speech
and Language Services of Westfield, a
full-service speech therapy practice offering personalized evaluation and treatment for children and adults with communication difficulties as well as inservice training for children and adults
with communication difficulties as well
as in-service training for educators and
healthcare professionals.
Ms. Eisner is a certified speech and
language pathologist, educational
consultant, educator, staff trainer and
author with more than 30 years of
professional service.
Speech and Language Services of
Westfield is located at 325 North
Avenue East in Westfield. Call the
office at (908) 233 6602.

1 BREEZE KNOLL DRIVE, WESTFIELD
OPEN SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15th 1:00 - 4:00PM

230 Golf Edge Drive, Westfield
WESTFIELD — Elegant home in private Wychwood area of Westfield, 5/6 bedrooms,
on Cul-De-Sac, perfect for children. Brand new edition and renovation just completed.
A few of the character features include: Balconies, extensive stone work, custom
moldings inside and out. Wrap-around porches, and Terrace with decorative Balusters.
Gorgeous flared staircase with Waines Cotting, carved spindles and heavy hand rail.
Tasteful faux painting and hardwood floors throughout. Top of the line French doors
and windows, finished basement with family room and full bath. $1.95 MIL.

Realtors Welcome • All Offers will be considered

Call: 917-363-4018 or 908-337-2374

Setting the standard that others will strive to achieve, this magnificent residence reveals a
quintessential Colonial character. Crafted in 2000, the over 5000SF interior comes to life
with gleaming hardwood floors, exquisite moldings, superb window arrangements &
French doors. In keeping with today’s trends, this superb home focuses on family living
with a spacious family room and adjacent gourmet eat-in kitchen. Bedrooms have either a
Jack & Jill bath or a private bath. There is a phenomenal master suite with room sized
walk-in closet & luxurious bath and a first floor suite with sitting room & full bath. Casual
elegance is portrayed in the living room and formal dining room. The professionally landscaped grounds are punctuated with terraced gardens, pavestone walks & patios, perimeter
plantings and accent lighting. Dir: Lawrence to Breeze Knoll, Presented for $2,425,000.
For additional information or your private tour call:

Lee Corcoran, Sales Associate
908-233-6205, Direct Dial
908-410-8810, Cellular

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Coup In Thailand Was
‘Extremely Peaceful’
By MARY L. SNAUFFER

Editor’s Note: Mary Snauffer
is on a two-year assignment with the
Peace Corps in Thailand. She is writing a first-hand account of her experiences in this column for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
*****
It was my father who called first to
tell me the military had overthrown
Thailand’s government. It was late
when he called.
“I’m asleep,” I mumbled.
“I know, but I wanted to let you
know that there has been a coup in
Thailand and the military has overthrown Thaskin, the Prime Minister
while he was in America.”
I was a little too groggy to process
this.
“Yeah. Okay, don’t worry. It’s not a
big deal,” I assured him.
“So, everything there is alright?”
he asked.
“Yeah, all’s fine.”
Not that I really had any clue what
was going on outside my bedroom.
Only moments later Peace Corps
began calling me. There are tanks
rolling down the streets in Bangkok.
Stay in your house. We are on stand
fast. Thailand is under martial law.
When the phone stopped ringing, I
fell back to sleep.
The next morning I got out of bed
— or rather, stood from my mat on
the floor — and heated water for
coffee. For a few minutes I had forgotten what had happened. That morning I was scheduled to teach the Governor and afterwards go to a rural
school and work with the teachers.
My phone rings again. It’s a teacher I
work with at the rural school, in broken
English she says, “No school. Military
in the street.” Shortly after that another
phone call, the governor’s secretary. “The
Governor will not be able to have his
English lesson today,” he explained. “He
had to go to a military base in Surat
Thani, we’re under martial law.”
“Okay,” I said and hung up.
That evening I went to dinner at a
friend’s house from England. She
works as an English teacher in my
town and has a TV with a satellite
dish. As we spooned out the bags of
curries we had bought at the market
we tried flipping through the stations
to see what was going on. Everything
was cut off. The military had put
Thailand in a news blackout. All Thai
channels had a picture of the King’s
Royal emblem and had been repeating patriotic songs all day. International channels would play but when
the news would come on, concerning

the coup in Thailand, it would suddenly go black.
“Well, this is a little creepy, huh?”
my friend laughed.
The coup has been extremely peaceful. Shortly after the event the King
made a public announcement endorsing it. Thais basically do and believe
what the King says. They do this
because, I think, they truly love the
King but also because it’s technically
illegal to do otherwise. Several weeks
later the former commander-in-chief
of the military was appointed as acting Prime Minster. The cabinet was
also filled with military personnel.
The King has supported this as well,
so the Thais remain peaceful, happy.
I asked my Thai supervisor what he
thought about it.
“Oh it’s very good,” he said with a
big smile.
“But they weren’t elected,” I go,
my inner American sounding with
alarms.
“It’s good, that doesn’t matter. It is
good that my country can have a coup
if we do not like the government.
Your country cannot. You have to
wait four years. I know.”
I wanted to say, well any country
can have a coup, but I didn’t.
Now everything seems to be back
to normal. The TV stations are back.
Schools are back in session. No one
really talks about it. I heard the United
States has put sanctions on Thailand
showing their disapproval for the
coup, but no one here really cares.
“Mary,” my supervisor has told me,
“people here aren’t like people in
America. We think that to have too
much money is the same as to have too
little money. Both are bad. We don’t
want that. We don’t like to compete
with each other. We want to be happy.
Respect family. Respect the King.”
I am always left like that. My mouth
slightly ajar with a “But.” dangling
off my bottom lip. But I let it drop.
And just smile and nod.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on September 27, 2006, granted approval for a
rear yard setback variance to Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Ahlin for property located at 70
Willoughby Rd., Fanwood, New Jersey,
being Block 31 an Lot 3.01.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Harold and Patricia Ahlin
70 Willoughby Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/12/06, The Times Fee: $16.83

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
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By GOP Candidates for UC Freeholder

Candidates & Letters

Politics Jeopardize Homeland Security

CONTINUED FROM PAGES 4 & 5

Patricia Quattrocchi GOP Candidate for Freeholder

No Surprise County is in Taxes Top 10
Union County made The New York
Daily News on Thursday, October 5. We
are ranked number 10 of the top 10 counties with the highest property tax levies in
the United States. The other nine counties
are all in New York and New Jersey with
Hunterdon, Bergen, Essex, Morris and
Somerset counties, having higher median tax bills than we do.
It is no wonder that only about half of
my high school graduating class of baby
boomers have chosen to stay in New
Jersey and even fewer are here in Union
County. This came to light recently when
preparing for my high school reunion,
which took place this past weekend. (I do
admit to being in the class of 1968, and
don’t bother to do the math; that makes
me 56.) The highest number of those who
relocated settled in Florida followed
closely by Pennsylvania with the rest
scattered one or two here and there in the
remaining 50 states.
A surprising number of former classmates returned for the event and I would
urge those who have the opportunity to
attend their own to do so if they graduated
30 or more years ago. Time is a tremendous equalizer, with the exception of
property taxes apparently. Incredibly,
even at a high school reunion people were
talking about taxes and of course all of the

Stender is Better On
Environment Issues
When the Sierra Club endorsed the
election of Assemblywoman Linda
Stender to represent the 7th Congressional District, the Sierra Club noted that
she has supported environmental and
quality of life issues throughout her career in public service.
In comparison, her opponent in the
election has attempted to create the illusion of an environmental legacy based
upon a single instance in which he became involved in the government’s movement of sealed containers of stored chemicals. In the real world, Mike Ferguson
worked to protect manufacturers of polluting chemicals. He gave tax breaks to
big oil so that oil companies could post
record-breaking profits as our gasoline
and heating bills skyrocketed. Is anyone
foolish enough to think that a pre-election
price drop will last?
Based upon my own personal experience and the experience of her many
friends and neighbors over these many
years, Linda Stender has established a
record of responding favorably when it
comes to preserving open space, maintaining tree cover, protecting historic resources and supporting quality of life.
Simply put, Linda Stender understands
how we live our lives. She is our best bet
in the 7th Congressional [election].
William Fidurski
Clark
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other political goings on here in New
Jersey, it seems we make the news from
coast to coast. It is depressing however to
hear that people with four-bedroom, threebath homes on two acres are only paying
two or three thousand dollars a year in
property taxes outside of New Jersey and
certainly outside of Union County.
The outlook for Union County property
tax wise doesn’t appear to be very bright
especially when we keep hearing about
financial shell games such as the county’s
early retirement plan that they moved forward with this past summer. It has been
reported that 183 employees took advantage of the plan, of these; only 17 positions
were eliminated. This leaves 166 job vacancies. How many of these were necessary employees? Will these positions be
filled? And if they are filled are we now
paying for benefits for over 350 people
instead of the original 183? If so than
perhaps the county should have left well
enough alone. And what of the hiring
freeze announced earlier this year? Has
that been forgotten because it has exhausted
its usefulness in the press? The state says
this early retirement plan is expected to
cost us $9.3 million rather than save the
$15 million projected by the county.
The State of New Jersey Division of
Pensions and Benefits as well as their
private consultants certainly have more
experience and information at their disposal than the county, after all this is the
division’s area of expertise. However
county officials do not agree with the state’s
analysis and believe that they, not the state,
are the experts. My money is on the state.
Quick fixes, which deliver only shortterm results rather than looking forward
and coming up with solutions for longterm relief, are not the answer. Bonding
for this plan, which is how it will be
funded, is putting the county residents
further into debt, and certainly akin to
regularly putting one’s weekly groceries
on Master Card than making only the
minimum payment each month, an action
frowned upon by financial experts. Is it
any wonder that with plans like this Union
County is in the top 10?
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on September 27, 2006, granted approval for a
rear yard setback variance and driveway
width variance to Mr. & Mrs. Paul Rojek for
property located at 54 Locust Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block 93,
Lot 6.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Rojek
54 Locust Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/12/06, The Times Fee: $17.34

Union County Republican Freeholder
candidates Pat Quattrocchi, Glenn
Mortimer and Diane Barabas called for
an investigation into the hiring practices
at the Union County Office of Emergency
Management.
“There seems to be a mystery around
the procedure and process of hiring of the
position of domestic preparedness planner, a key position should our area fall
under a WMD attack in the future,” said
Mrs. Quattrocchi.
The situation is particularly disconcerting since the job description calls for
developing a regional plan capability that
addresses the special needs of the UASI
area that encompasses critical infrastructure target hardening measures, unique
regional first responder capabilities and
regional communications and information sharing resources.
“It appears as though the individual
hired for this position had no experience,
has not submitted a resume, and her only
qualification is that she is a good Democrat Party worker and friend of the political bosses. After months of attempting to
determine what process was followed, I
think we might just have the Union County
version of Golan Cipel in our Emergency
Management Planning Office,” said Ms.
Barabas.
Union County Republican Committee
Chairman Phil Morin said that Salena
Carroll was hired in 2000 and her title was
“Community Organization Specialist.”
Her salary was $38,659. Parts of her job

duties were to train residents in activities
necessary for them to assist them to develop and maintain a community garden
and to establish a tutoring program for
neighborhood youth.
Mr. Morin said that in 2004, the county
received homeland security funding to
establish the position titled “County Emergency Management Planner.” Ms. Carroll
was promoted to the position and given a
salary of $64,500. Her new job duties are
to “develop, plan and provide technical
guidance in the development of a regional
response capability to a weapons of mass
destruction incident.” Her current salary
is $69,696, he said.
Last week’s chemical spill in Elizabeth
has put this issue on the front page again.
Over 50 people were sent to the hospital
on Monday, September 25. The Republican candidates expressed their concern
about the effectiveness of an unqualified
political appointee running and planning
emergency preparedness for the citizens
of Union County.
“This is just another example of the
Democrats playing favorites, and putting
their own political interests above the
safety and welfare of the public,” Mr.
Mortimer said.
The candidates said that this situation
smells worse than the chemical spill. In
the interest of public safety and our own
Union County homeland security, we are
calling for an immediate investigation
and we believe the public deserves an
answer.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 11/2/06 and
opened and read for:
Maintenance Structures Repairs Contract No. 1-2006, One (1) Orphan Bridge,
Walnut Street over Elizabeth Industrial Track; Brough of Roselle, Union County
100% State, DP NO: 06417
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
Effective October 15, 2004, Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 (formerly known as
Executive Order 134) apparent low bidder must provide a completed, signed Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Forms within seven (7)
state busines days from the project bid date.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, Business Registration, proof of valid business registration shall be submitted by a bidder with its bid proposal at the time of bid for 100% State
funded projects.
Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.
Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.
Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 10/12/06, 10/19/06 and 10/26/06, The Leader
Fee: $211.14

Goods & Services You Need!

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Bathrooms
For All
Budgets

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor
SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

Free Estimates
Free Design Ideas

TEL: (201) 955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

732-667-7262
“Buy FACTORY DIRECT AND

SAVE THOUSANDS!!”
Authorized Factory Designers
On Staff
FREE

FACTORY DIRECT

SHIPPING
WITH AD

CUSTOM KITCHEN CABINETRY

Call (908) 358-0008
◆ Showroom Hours by Appointment ◆

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

689589

EVERYTHING
BUT THE ROOF
Bathrooms • Kitchens
Decks • Painting • Tile
Basements & More!

B&L Properties, LLC

908-472-4095
Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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Home Of First Governor
Brings History To Life
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – If walls could talk, one
could only imagine the stories those
at Liberty Hall, the home of William Livingston, the first elected governor of New Jersey, might relate to
us.
Built in 1772, on the eve of the
Revolutionary War, the original home
was a Georgian-style manor house
containing 14 rooms.
At the time of its construction, the
future governor had no thoughts of
politics; his intentions were to retire
from a busy law practice in New York
City, and “gentleman farm” the 26
acres of land he had purchased in
1760 in Elizabethown.
Governor Livingston was to have
only a few short months at home with
his wife, Susanna French, daughter
of a New Brunswick landowner, and
their many children.
By 1774, he was in Philadelphia
serving as a representative of New
Jersey in the First Continental Congress. He was also present at the
Second Continental Congress, but
left Philadelphia in June of 1776 to
take command of the New Jersey
militia – hence his name does not
appear alongside those of the 56
signers of the Declaration of Independence.
With the adoption of the Declaration, Governor Livingston became
the first governor of New Jersey; he
was reelected consecutively and ran
the state from Liberty Hall until his
death 14 years later.
The history of Liberty Hall is as
rich and vibrant as that of Governor
Livingston himself. There was a price
on his head, and British soldiers
searching for him invaded the home
one dark early morning, but they were
scared away by one of the governor’s
daughters.
Descending the staircase in a white
nightgown, they thought she was a
ghost and fled, but not without first
leaving their signature calling card:
the notches cut into the wooden railing with their swords. The notches
are still evident today.
And while Liberty Hall is one historic place that can’t boast “Washington slept here,” Martha Washington
was a guest of the Livingston’s during the Revolutionary War.
In addition, seven United States

presidents have been guests at Liberty Hall.
The history of Liberty Hall is also
closely associated with that of another former governor of New Jersey
– Thomas Kean.
The Kean and the Livingston families were joined back in the eighteenth century when Susan
Livingston, one of Governor
Livingston’s nieces, married John
Kean, a member of the Continental
Congress. Governor Kean’s uncle,
Captain John Kean, inherited Liberty
Hall.
Additional renovations to Liberty Hall in the late 1800s converted the home into the fifty-room
Victorian Italianate mansion that it
is today.
Now a museum operated by the
Liberty Hall Foundation, Liberty Hall
is listed on The National and State
Registers of Historic Places as a national historic landmark.
However, while touring Liberty
Hall one gets the sense that it is more
a home and less a museum. Collections of ceramics, textiles, toys and
tools, as well as antique furniture
owned by seven generations of the
Livingston and Kean families, greet
each guest.
Also on the grounds of Liberty
Hall is a Firehouse Museum. It houses
a 1928 American LaFrance Pumper
and a 1927 Seagrave Pumper, as well
as an extensive display of fire helmets, uniforms, bells, tools, documents and photographs.
The Liberty Hall gift shop, located
in an adjoining building, is currently
holding an end-of-the-year sale.
The shop carries a selection of
children’s toys, including fire department-related items, imported teapots,
teacups, brass giftware, fine linens
and books.
Liberty Hall Museum is located
at 1003 Morris Avenue in Union
across from Kean University. It is
open April through December.
Hours are Wednesdays through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 4 p.m. There is an
admission fee to tour the home,
which also includes the Firehouse
Museum.
For more information about upcoming Liberty Hall events or to arrange a tour, call (908) 527-0400 or
log on to www.libertyhallnj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS
Public notice is hereby given that I, Lori Majeski, Collector of Taxes of the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell at public auction on TUESDAY, OCTOBER
17th, 2006 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:30
o’clock in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be
adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed to the respective persons
whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total
amount of municipal liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 17th day of October 2006.
Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be
made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order
or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold.
Properties for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the
Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.
At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property
with interest and costs. Payment must be in the form of cash, certified check or money
order.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.), In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.
The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:
BLK/LOT QUAL
OWNER
LOCATION
TOTAL DUE
00101/06
Lopez, Bernadette & George
1514 Gables Street
$
513.21
00602/19
Hammond, Sharon
370 Jackson Avenue
$ 1,839.98
00705/20
Dallah, Dorothy
228 Haven Avenue
$
783.55
00903.01/26 CKJ04
Hobson, Ralph
4 King James Court
$ 6,145.15
01103/27
Johnson, Frederick Estate Of 446 Flanders Avenue
$ 1,290.62
02101/01.02
Di Nizo, Romano & Juanita
351 Montague Avenue $ 8,129.24
02303/28
Baratucci, Antonio
1965 Portland Avenue $ 7,886.60
02502/07
Fela, Kim
2105 Portland Avenue $
35.00
02601/01
DiNizo, Frank & Eileen
2053 Westfield Avenue $ 4,312.90
03201/09
Margaritonodo, Steven & Stacy 515 Westfield Road
$ 7,067.30
05501/12
Goines, Michelle
30 Copperfield Road
$ 4,835.32
05801/18
Heller, John & Ellen
2588 Mountain Avenue $ 1,890.73
06503/07
Di Nizo, Romano & Juanita
2504 Plainfield Avenue $ 18,984.04
06503/08
Di Nizo, Romano & Juanita
2508 Plainfield Avenue $ 4,588.07
06503/09
Di Nizo, Romano & Juanita
2385 Waldheim Avenue $ 2,709.73
07302/05
Campbell, John
834 Sims Avenue
$ 1,875.00
08502/18
Hickey, Robert & Christina
2134 Princeton Avenue $ 6,017.81
08702/08
Witter, Kevin/Garner, Delores 1126 Jefferson Avenue $ 1,485.94
11901/09
Williams, Roy & Emma
1220 Meadow Lark Lane $
947.06
11902/06
Murphy, Sean & Barbara
6 Gaycroft Drive
$ 13,417.54
12001/02
Grabania, George & Lydia
1311 Terrill Road
$ 3,928.69
12201/25.20
Sorkin, Charles & Saundra
21 Rambling Drive
$ 7,289.16
12701/05
Rappa, Leonard F.
1908 Lake Avenue
$ 10,206.68
15601/12
Hernandez, Ligia
1011 Locust Avenue
$
213.70
15901/13
Currie, Craig
14 Wedgewood Way
$ 21,412.28
Lori Majeski
Collector of Taxes
Fee: $399.84

4 T - 9/21, 9/28, 10/5 & 10/12/06, The Times
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Avg. No. Copies
each issue
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12 months
6,096
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(Net press run)
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C. Total paid circulation
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E. Free distribution outside mail
F. Total Free Distribution (D+E)
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H. Copies not distributed
I. TOTAL (G+H)
I certify that the statements made by me above are
The newspaper is widely circulated via
timesnj.com and goleader.com
1 T - 10/12/06, The Leader

Versatile Cast Makes Paper
Mill’s Godspell Really Hum
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I PUT A SPELL ON YOU... Susan Dougherty reviews The Paper Mill Playhouse’s
production of Godspell, which runs through October 22, on page 22.

WCP Holds Auditions for
Hamilton’s Angel Street
WESTFIELD –Director Gordon
Wiener of Westfield Community Players (WCP), will hold open auditions
for the Patrick Hamilton mystery
Angel Street on Monday, October 16,
and Tuesday, October 17, at 7:30 p.m.
in the WCP theater at 1000 North
Avenue West. For more information,
contact (908) 232-9568).
Play rehearsals will start in early
November for performances on January 6, 12, 13, 19 and 20, 2007. All
roles are open, and all actors must
affect a British accent.
The suspense builds as Inspector
Rough pays a call on Mrs.
Manningham, who resides with her
husband on Angel Street in Victorian
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held October 10,
2006 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
24th day of October, 2006, at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1886
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:
SECTION I:
1. Section 13-20 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:
Sec. 13-20. Same – At all times.
South Chestnut Street, northerly side,
beginning at the southerly curb line of
Fourth Avenue and extending in a southeasterly direction to the Town line.
South Chestnut Street, southerly side,
beginning at the southerly curb line of
Fourth Avenue and extending in a southeasterly direction to the Town line.
2. Section 13-23 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:
Sec. 13-23. Fifteen minute zones –
Unmetered and metered
“Prospect Street. Northeast side, starting at a point on the northeasterly curb line
of Prospect Street three-hundred feet in a
southeasterly direction from the south curb
line of Cowperthwaite Place and extending along the curb line a distance of fifty
feet.”
3. Section 13-21 of Chapter 13 of the
Town of Westfield shall be amended to
add the following subsection:
Sec. 13-21. Parking prohibited at certain times.
Winyah Avenue, northeast side, between its intersection with the southerly
curb of Baker Avenue and the northerly
curb of North Chestnut Street between the
hours of 8:00am and 4:00pm school days
only.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 10/12/06, The Leader Fee: $67.32

London. As Mr. Manningham is
slowly driving his wife insane under
the guise of kindness and concern,
the Inspector has to match wits with
the husband while slowly gaining Mrs.
Manningham’s trust.
The cast requirements are as follows:
Mr. Manningham – Tall and handsome, about 45-years-old with an
upper-class accent. Suave and authoritarian on the outside, bitter and
mysterious on the inside.
Mrs. Manningham – About 34 yrs
old with an upper-class accent. Was a
beauty, but now haggard and pale from
too many sleepless nights. She fears
she will go mad as her mother did.
Elizabeth – A stout, amiable, subservient woman of about 50 with a
lower-class accent
Nancy – A self-conscious, pretty,
mischievous girl of 19 with a lowerclass accent.
Inspector Rough – A middle-aged
man. Wiry, brusque, friendly and overbearing at times. Always in action,
always likeable.
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AREA – When you leave a theater
humming songs from the show and
find yourself singing those same
songs the next day, you know you’re
hooked.
It’s easy to see why The Paper Mill
Playhouse’s production of Godspell,
which runs through October 22, is
getting great word of mouth: it’s pretty
spell binding.
Godspell doesn’t have a great character development or an intriguing
whodunit plot. In fact, there’s no real
plot at all.
It’s the teaching, and parables of
Christ from the Gospel of Matthew
set to music and dance.
This Stephen Schwartz two-act
musical, conceived and originally
directed by John-Michael Tebelak in
the 70s, is a combination of skits,
improvisations, vaudevillian acts,
with a side order of soft shoe, ballet
arms and plenty of movement.
High schools like to present the
show because it only requires a small
cast, limited or no scenery and meager costumes. But for it to be presented on a large stage like the Paper
Mill, it needs something to make it
pretty special.
They’ve got more than a handful of
spectacular ingredients to make their
version more than special.
First and foremost is a vivacious,
talented cast that has the required
versatility to make it work. Each soloist needs to display a broad emotional range and vocal command to
capture the large audience with a
whispered lyric or a belted rock number.
The upbeat show is really an ensemble piece, but features Dan Kohler
as Jesus and Joshua Henry as John the
Baptist/Judas. Both are vocal superstars who take the roles and make
them theirs.
Julie Reiber in “Turn Back Oh
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
October 10, 2006 the following ordinances
entitled:

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
October 10, 2006.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1885
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 12, SECTION 12.07
C OF THE LAND USE ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO PERMIT SIX
(6) FOOT FENCES IN THE
FRONT YARD WHEN PROPERTY IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AS DETERMINED BY
THE CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL
1 T - 10/12/06, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on October 25,
2006 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 59 Oakwood Court, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 40 Lot
18, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Gerald Vadas.
The applicant requests to widen driveway, which is in violation of Section 184163A of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: driveway width; Permitted: 10 feet; Present: 11 feet; Proposed: 19 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (9 AM - 2 PM,
Tuesday - Friday) from the Secretary of
the Planning Board at the Administration
Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.
Applicant:
Gerald Vadas
59 Oakwood Court
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Attorney for Applicant:
Theodore E. Schiller, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger, P.C.
1771 Front Street, Suite D
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 10/12/06, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 12, 1970, SECTION 3686,
TITLE 39, UNITED STATES CODE, SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT,
AND CIRCULATION OF THE WESTFIELD LEADER AS OF SEPTEMBER 07, 2006.
Frequency of issues: Weekly.
Location of office of publication: 251 North Avenue, West 3rd Floor, Union County,
Westfield, New Jersey.
The name and address of the publisher and assistant publisher are:
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
David Corbin, Assistant Publisher, 30 Union Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.
The known corporation holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages,
or other securities are:
Watchung Communications, Inc. T/A The Westfield Leader/The Times, P.O. Box 250,
Westfield, New Jersey.
Horace R. Corbin, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield New Jersey.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
STATEMENT REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 12, 1970, SECTION 3686,
TITLE 39, UNITED STATES CODE, SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT,
AND CIRCULATION OF THE TIMES AS OF SEPTEMBER 07, 2006.
Frequency of issues: Weekly.
Location of office of publication: 251 North Avenue, West, 3rd Floor, Westfield, Union
County, New Jersey.
The name and address of the publisher and assistant publisher are:
Horace R. Corbin, Publisher, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
David Corbin, Assistant Publisher, 30 Union Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.
The known corporation holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages,
or other securities are:
Watchung Communications, Inc. T/A The Westfield Leader/The Times, P.O. Box 250,
Westfield, New Jersey.
Horace R. Corbin, 251 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
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1 T - 10/12/06, The Times
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION IV OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO ESTABLISH FEES
FOR AMUSEMENT GAMES
WITH REGARD TO SUCH LICENSING THEREFOR.
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 22, 2007 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS.
were adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/12/06, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held October 10,
2006 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
24th day of October, 2006, at 8:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1880
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD TO CHANGE
THE TRAFFIC PATTERN
AROUND
MCKINLEY
SCHOOL
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:
SECTION I:
1. Section 13-2 of Article 1 “One-Way
Streets” shall be amended to add the
following paragraphs:
Osborn Avenue. Between First Street
and West Broad Street in a southeasterly
direction.
Lynwood Avenue. Between First Street
and Edgar Road in a southeasterly direction between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and
9:00 A.M. and 2:30 P.M. and 3:30 P.M.
Pierson Street. Between West Broad
Street and Hyslip Avenue in a northeasterly direction between the hours of 8:00
A.M. and 9:00 A.M. and 2:30 P.M. and
3:30 P.M.
2. Section 13-21 of Article III “Parking
Prohibited at Certain Times” shall be
amended to add the following paragraphs:
Pierson Street
Southeast side between West Broad
Street and Hyslip Avenue beginning at a
distance of one hundred fifty feet from
West Broad extending for one hundred
twenty feet on school days between the
hours of 8:00 A.M. and 9:00 A.M. and 2:30
P.M. and 3:30 P.M. and shall be designated as a student drop-off and pick-up
zone.
First Street
Northwestern side commencing at a distance of 35 feet from the southwest corner
with Osborn Street and extending a distance of 85 feet on school days between
the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 9:00 A.M. and
2:30 P.M. and 3:30 P.M. and shall be
designated as School Bus Zone.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 10/12/06, The Leader Fee: $70.38

Man” brings thunderous applause
with her seemingly ad libbed quips.
“I love a man with an AARP card,”
she crooned to one white haired audience member at the Sunday matinee.
When Sara Chase sings, “Bless
the Lord, My Soul,” she wows the
crowd with her final belted jazz
notes.
Telly Leung’s vocal and keyboarding skills in “Learn Your Lessons Well” depict freedom in making the music his own. That freedom comes from a confident musical director – in this case Loren
Toolajian and her associate Joe
Elefante – for allowing that creativity to happen.
Director Daniel Goldstein has some
fresh takes on the music and bits that
are decades old.
His John the Baptist doesn’t cater
to any sprinkling: he lures the energetic youths to experience the fullness of the moment and immerse in
the actual stream of the waterfall.
They do. With it comes a transformation of their costumes and characters.
Goldstein’s clever use of brooms in
“The Good Samaritan” is great fun.
With a format like “Saturday Night
Live,” or a similar professional improvisational group, Godspell can’t
help but draw us into its vignettes.
Inventive choreography by Dan
Knechtges allows the troupe to express themselves physically yet maintain the laid back, free flow feel of the
show.
But talent, great music and dance
alone can’t always carry a show. The
two magical ingredients that really
provide the pizzazz in this production
are the set and lighting.
A Goliath of a dual set of scaffolds,
designed by David Korins, encompasses both sides of the stage. Actors
make great use of the multi-levels.
Miranda Hoffman’s costume, mask
and puppet design effectively impress.
Ben Stanton brings it all to life with
incredible lighting design.
In “Day by Day,” the poignant,
rich, vibrant voice of Anika Larsen is
visually echoed with golden lighting
that grows with the song’s rhythm,
intensity and volume.
Stanton’s clever use of lights for
the “Coming Attractions” segment
enhances the hilarious duet of Jesus
and Judas. But his Act II lighting in
the Garden of Gethsemane and during the crucifixion scene are breathtaking.
The musical variety of Godspell
with its rock, rag, rap and reverent
songs will keep you humming for
quite a while.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
bids will be received by the Borough of
Fanwood (“Fanwood”) for FLASHBACK
IN-CAR DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDING
SYSTEM OR EQUIVALENT, and all work
incidental thereto, and such bids shall be
received, opened and read in public at the
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, on Thursday, November 2, 2006 at 10:00 AM, local prevailing time. After the proposals have been
opened, they will be reviewed and examined by Fanwood or its representatives,
the results will be made public, but until the
actual award and execution of a contract,
Fanwood reserves its right to reject all
proposals.
Complete sets of the bid documents for
the proposed work are on file in the Office
of the Borough Clerk at Fanwood’s Municipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, and may be examined Monday through Friday between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., except
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. Copies
may be obtained by prospective bidders
upon application to the Borough Clerk on
October 12, 2006 and payment of a nonrefundable fee of $20.00.
Bids must be submitted by the date and
time provided above; on the standard proposal forms provided, in the manner designated in the bid documents and required
by the specifications; must be enclosed in
a sealed envelope bearing the name and
address of the bidder, addressed to the
Borough Clerk of Fanwood, with the words
“PROPOSAL FOR FLASHBACK IN-CAR
DIGITAL VIDEO RECORDING SYSTEM”
placed on the outside of the envelope in
the lower left-hand corner; and must be
accompanied by either a certified check,
cashier’s check or bid bond drawn to the
order of Fanwood for not less than ten
(10%) percent of the amount of the bid, but
not in excess of Twenty Thousand
($20,000) Dollars except as otherwise provided by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21.
All spaces on the forms to be completed
by the bidder must be completed. If a
space or the answer to a question is not
applicable, the bidder must indicate such
with the notation “Not Applicable”.
Fanwood reserves the right to reject any
bid for failure to provide any information
requested or to indicate “Not Applicable”.
No bid may be withdrawn after sixty (60)
days of the date specified for the opening
of bids except as provided for in N.J.S.A.
40A:11-24. Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:531 et seq. (L. 1975, c. 127).
The specifications may contain a complete set of bidding and contract forms. If
so, they are for the convenience of bidders
and are not to be detached from the specifications or filled out or executed. Separate copies of the “bid” proposal and other
submittals will be furnished for that purpose in duplicate, one to be submitted with
each bid and one to be retained by the
bidder for his (its) records.
The right is reserved by Fanwood to
reject any or all bids if deemed to be in the
interest of Fanwood to do so, to waive any
informalities in the bids received and to
accept the lowest responsible bid.
Any prospective bidder who wishes to
challenge a bid specification or any aspect
of the bidding process shall file such challenges in writing with the Borough Clerk of
the Borough of Fanwood no less than
three business days prior to date specified
in this notice for the opening of the bids.
Challenges filed after that time shall be
considered void and having no impact on
Fanwood or the award of a contract.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
Borough of Fanwood
1 T - 10/12/06, The Times Fee: $76.50
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Seniors Sing, Dance
To Help Draw The Line

HOME & GARDEN TRENDS
Fall for Your Front Porch

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I’m not sure whether it’s the initial
burst of cool air, the crunch of leaves
underfoot or the first sip of hot apple
cider by the fireplace, but something
about this season makes me feel like
singing.
Forget winter wonderlands or hot
summers in the city, why hasn’t someone set an appropriate ode to autumn
to music? We need a catchy little ditty
that pays homage to fall’s vibrancy,
how its resplendent hues make even
rainy days appear cheerful.
Nature has certainly provided a stunning backdrop, and you can punch up
the palette with plantings and more
along your front porch or walkway.
When it comes to seasonal flowers, mums are usually the word- and
rightfully so. Available in a full spectrum of fall colors and known for
their hardiness to withstand cooler
temperatures, they’re typically the
flower of choice. But there are a few
things to keep in mind regarding when
and how you plant them.
“A mum, from beginning to end,
will typically last about six to eight
weeks,” said Ed Williams of Williams Nursery in Westfield.
So while mums are available by
late summer, if their flowers have
already opened, they’re most likely
not going to last throughout the fall
season. An October purchase, on the
other hand, could continue to thrive
right through Thanksgiving.
Steve Parker of Parker Greenhouses in Scotch Plains advised buying mums that are just starting to
bloom.
“Take it from the bud just showing
a little bit of the color it’s going to be,
with the flower maybe a quarter of
the way open,” Mr. Parker said.
He cautioned against purchasing
completely closed buds in October
because an early frost could prevent
them from blossoming.
Whether you choose to plant your
mums in a pot or urn or directly into
the ground, Mr. Parker shared a tip
that helps ensure the roots are getting
enough water to produce a vivid display of color.
“When plants grow in that little plastic pot you buy them in, the roots turn
and grow inward,” he said. “So when
you replant it, break some of the fibrous
roots, but without breaking the whole
root ball apart. That will help them start
growing into the outside soil.”
This can help prevent water from
floating over the top surface of the soil
and failing to reach the deep inner
roots. You may have witnessed this if
you’ve ever started watering a plant
and immediately seen water shoot out
the bottom of the container.
A problem I’ve encountered with
mums is how the plant sometimes separates or splits down the middle instead
of maintaining its mound formation.
“When that happens, you can put
three or four stakes with a string to keep

them from falling apart,” Mr. Williams
advised. “But if you select the shorter
varieties, they are less apt to do that.”
Taking good care of your mums
now can also increase the probability
that these perennials will grow back
next year.
“When they’re through flowering,
cut them back to two or three inches
from the ground,” Mr. Williams said.
“Then mulching is all you need.”
However, Mr. Williams reported that
even well-mulched mums may really
only have a 50/50 chance of returning.
“I’ve actually had mums above ground
come back if it was a winter where we
didn’t get below 20 [degrees],” Mr. Williams said. “But if it’s 10 below zero, I
don’t care what variety they are, you’re
probably going to lose a lot.”
There are also many other types of
flowers and plants that can add fall
flavor besides mums.
“Pansies are great, and all pansies
are hardy,” Mr. Parker said.
He spoke of asters and marigolds
that can take some cool weather and
millet, which he described as similar
to a cornstalk but with different shapes
and very purple leaves.
“Fall cyclamen are also very pretty,”
Mr. Williams said. “And we sell thousands of kale and cabbage plants.
They can even come up right through
the snow.”
Most would agree that no fall display
is complete without a pumpkin or gourd
or two. Keep in mind these items are
available in many colors and shapes
besides the typical round orange.
Try mixing up the colors and sizes
for added interest. You can even stack
a small, medium and large pumpkin
on top of each other, snowman-style.
Gourds and pinecones can look
great simply gathered in a bushel or
basket, or try stringing them together
with fall leaves on wire or jute to
create garlands and wreaths.
Fasten plaid ribbons around cornstalks, bundles of wheat or dried corn
and tuck oak or maple leaves under
the bows for added pizzazz.
Tall vases or urns can hold entire
branches of fall leaves for a dramatic
effect flanking the front door.
The variety of natural decorating
materials is infinite, but unfortunately,
squirrels, deer, insects and other pests
can sometimes sabotage our efforts.
Mr. Williams spoke about newer
products on the market that address
this problem.
“This has been a battle we’ve been
fighting for years,” he said. “This
year we sprayed Deer Off and Deer
Out, and both have been very effective. We’ve used gallons of it and
haven’t had a single pumpkin or mum
eaten in the back field.”
If only my efforts to find an appropriate anthem for autumn could be as
successful.
Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

Theater Workshop Offers
Performance Experience
WESTFIELD – Area students ages
10 to 18 will have an opportunity to
participate with other young actors
when they enroll in the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Musical Theater Workshop, directed by
veteran Broadway actor Juan Pineda.
“This is a good opportunity for young
people to get experience performing,
not only in an ensemble, but as a lead,”
Mr. Pineda said about the class.
“The best way to become proficient at performing is to get on stage

McGinn Prepares
For Art Auction
SCOTCH PLAINS –The William
J. McGinn School Parent Teacher Association will hold its first live art
auction on Friday, October 27, at 7
p.m. at the Kenilworth Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post.
Funds raised will be used to improve classroom conditions for students and staff. In preparation for the
event a quilt will be prepared and
auctioned to the highest bidder.
The quilt will be made from fabric
squares that students created as an
after-school project. The event is open
to the public, and all are welcome to
attend. Tickets are $20 in advance or
at the door. Admission includes hors
d’oeuvres, beer, wine, coffee and dessert. Items to be auctioned include
fine art, sports and entertainment
memorabilia, sculpture, jewelry, student works and the handmade quilt.
The event will also include a raffle
for gift baskets from local businesses.
For tickets or more information, contact Jane Costello at (908) 928-1125
or pcostello2044@comcast.net.

and perform. The workshop will give
students the proper training to accomplish this.”
A beginner class, for those ages 10
to 15, will be held on Thursdays from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at All Saints’ Episcopal Church on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Another beginner class will
take place on Saturdays from 1:30
until 2:30 p.m. at the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street in Westfield.
This class will focus on basic acting, singing and performance techniques. All students will be given solos and will participate in acting and
musical theater improv exercises. The
young actors will be given additional
solos, as well as duets and trios, as they
gain more theatrical experience.
An intermediate class will be conducted on Thursdays from 4:35 to
5:35 p.m. at the Scotch Plains location. Admission to this class is by
audition only and is open to students
ages 14 to 18 years old.
The class will focus on more advanced acting, singing and audition
techniques. Students will work on
solos, as well as duets and trios. Participants will also learn to stage their
own scenes and work on various improvisational exercises.
The Thursday sessions of the Musical Theater Workshop will begin
today, September 28, and continue
until November 16. Saturday classes
begin on September 30 and run until
November 18. Tuition for each sevensession program is $210.
For additional information on this
workshop, or any program of the NJWA,
call (908) 789-9696, visit the office at
150-152 East Broad Street, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHO SAYS YOU CAN’T GO HOME…Deerfield Elementary School alumni
Michael Kolenko stands with a fellow Rutgers University student, who came back
to their grammar school to cheer on the coptrotters and sell tickets to Rutgers’
football games.

MS Families Run Together
In Seventh-Annual Cop Trot
BY LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – More than
150 Mountainside residents braved
the cooler-than-normal temperatures
last Saturday morning to run a fivekilometer race known as the “Cop
Trot.”
Sponsored by the Police Athletic
League (PAL), this year’s event was
dedicated to the memory of Doug
Trimmer, a beloved member of the
community, parent and coach who
passed away in 2005.
After observing a moment of silence for Mr. Trimmer, Gabe
Rodriguez, a student at Governor
Livingston High School and Deerfield
Elementary School alumnus, sang the
National Anthem into a bullhorn–and
the race was on.
Starting out from the Deerfield
parking lot, runners as young as the
age of four walked or ran the hilly
course, looping around paved roads
with police escort in tow, including
new recruits from the John H. Stamler
Police Academy.
Before the race began, Frederick
McCarrick, a seventh-grade social
studies teacher who does double
duty as coach for the boys’ soccer
team, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “Nicky Yomans, one the
boys on my team, told me about the
race. His dad is one of the organizers of the event and proposed the
idea that the boys run together as a
team-building activity; and I have
to say, many of them were very
excited about it.”
The avid bike rider confessed he
was not a runner and was “hoping not
having to be picked up off the ground
after the first mile.”
Also running the course were many
fathers and sons and brothers and
sisters, as well as many mothers, some
of whom can be seen running regularly in town, at times behind baby
strollers.
One such mom, Janet Skinner, was
the top female finisher for the race
with a time of 23:53. While the bulk
of the participants were from the borough, the top male finisher was Timothy Stlyer from Cranford with a time
of 17:09.
Three sets of siblings took either
first or second place for their age
groups. Brothers Blake and
Tremearne Hotz, ages 14 and 11,
ran 20:33 and 24:21, respectively.
Erica and Colin Stevenson ages 11
and eight, had times of 28:00 and
30:31. And Ben and Cassie Kinney,
ages 10 and 12, finished with 23:03

and 29:37 respectively. Abby
Perasso was first in the female eightand-under category, with her dad,
Robert Perasso, finishing 24th overall.
Corinne Moore, who has run the
event since its inception with Chief of
Police James Debbie’s wife, Pat, told
the newspaper that she got the inspiration for the Cop Trot while visiting
Long Beach Island during its annual
“Dog Day Road Race.”
Mrs. Moore said, “I told Pat, this
is really neat, we should do this in
our town.” Upon arriving home, she
spoke to Chief Debbie, who simply
said, “Go ahead, get it done.” Other
major organizers of the event are
Anne Marie Pires, an EMT volunteer, Lori Rubino, Karen Fenn, Nancy
Kinney, Cindy West and Patrice
Maxwell.
Mrs. Moore said, “We really
couldn’t have pulled this off without everyone’s help.” She also
noted, “Gary Whyte donated all
the fruit for the runners here today,
and there are so many people who
made private donations who make
this all possible, and help support
the PAL activities for the kids in
town.”
Mrs. Moore said she would like to
thank all this year’s sponsors, including: Maxwell Family Limited Partnership, Mountainside Municipal Alliance, Sevell’s Auto Body, Breathe
Fitness Studio, All American Auto
Salvage, United Crane, Walter Heckel
& Sons, Denbar Construction,
Headturners Salon, Mountainside
PBA Local 126, C&M Refrigeration,
Hudson River Futures, Charles Contracting, Vogel Bus Company, The
Spinners, Cranford Opthamology,
The Kelley Family, Christoffers Flowers and Gifts, TAP Realty, Melo Contractors, Bonita Bananas, Party Designs by Dana Kline and the Debbie
family.
After the race, the newspaper
caught up with Mr. McCarrick to
see how he had done. He reported
that he had been outrun by none
other than Nicky Youmans, and remarked with a grin, “I guess I’ll
have to get in better shape for next
year.”
The imperfect weather gradually
improved dramatically and none too
soon for the second round of activities to be held at Deerfield–the PTA
Annual Fall Festival. Hundreds of
kids, parents, teachers and other members of the community enjoyed a beautiful day of togetherness. In
Mountainside, it just doesn’t get any
better than that.

Bob Malone Performs
In Westfield on October 21
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its seventh season by presenting Bob
Malone in concert at the First United
Methodist Church of Westfield, 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Avenue) in Westfield, on Saturday, October 21.
Doors will open at 7:15 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $15. All net proceeds from this
evening’s concert will be donated to
the Names Project (AKA the AIDS
Quilt). Mr. Malone’s wife, Los Angeles-based singer/songwriter Karen
Nash, will open.
Mr. Malone (bobmalone.com)
makes music for grownups. His sound
is a mixture of uptown blues,
gutbucket New Orleans ragtime stomp
and singer/songwriter pop songcraft.
The Coffee With Conscience Concert Series of Westfield is a 10-show

series running from September
through June at the First United Methodist Church.
This season, the concerts are being
recorded for broadcast by Westfield’s
TV-36. Residents of Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside
can catch each month’s concert on
Saturday and Sunday at 7 a.m.
For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert Series, the upcoming performance, ways
in which to get involved with the
series or information on getting a
copy of the Season Sampler CD, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org, call
(908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail to
concerts4causes@aol.com.
Volunteers are always appreciated.

See It All on
www.goleader.com

Cora

Design Consultation & Creative Matting
Needlepoint • Mirrors
Box Framing • S hadow Boxes for Memorabilia
JUXTAPOSE GALLERY
58 Elm Street, Westfield 908-232-3278
www.juxtaposegallery.com

GARWOOD – Filled with laughter, song, dance and a philanthropic
spirit, the Garwood Senior Club’s
second variety show at the town’s
Lincoln School was a lively celebration of young and old.
Tickets sales totaled $1,255, and
the money was donated to Garwood’s
Draw The Line, a drug education/
awareness program for sixth and
eighth graders led by 12 Garwood
parent volunteers.
Garwood resident Pat DiFabio, 78,
the variety show’s coordinator and
director, explained that the generosity, positive attitude and politeness of
Garwood kids inspired him to sponsor the show for Draw The Line.
At a dinner for seniors hosted by
the Garwood Recreation, Mr. DiFabio
was extremely impressed with the
local youngsters who served Mr.
DiFabio and his friends.
“We just sat there and the kids treated
us so well,” he extolled. Mr. DiFabio
decided to show his appreciation with
an equal display of kindness and respect, so he decided to donate proceeds from the second annual senior
variety show to Draw The Line.
Barbara Tweedle, president of Draw
The Line, was extremely grateful for
Mr. DiFabio’s efforts.
“I think it’s phenomenal what Pat
has done,” she said. “We all really
appreciate it.”
The money raised from the show’s
ticket sales will fund the eighth graders’ trip to a Union County courthouse for more drug abuse education.
Lincoln School sixth grader Ryan
Baron is one of the kids who impressed Mr. DiFabio at the recreation

dinner, and Ryan lent a hand at the
variety show as well. The 11-yearold, whose mother Sue is an active
Draw The Line volunteer, managed
the lighting at the performance with
the help of his peers Ryan Tombs, 12,
Joseph Mondi, 11 and T.J. Bianco,
11.
“It feels good to help out,” Ryan
said. “It’s fun to volunteer.”
Every performer was terrific, and
highlights included the Bridgewater
Roxies, a dance troupe of women
from the Bridgewater Seniors Club,
and Union’s Rosalyn Charnes’ highly
entertaining and animated rendition
of “I Need A Man.”
Westfield entertainers included
Charles Roessler and Robert
McLeester. The roster of talent also
included Union’s Recreation Harmonica Band, Walter Battiato, the
Kenilworth Seniors, Rosalie Marcus,
Plainfield’s Mount Olive Baptist
Church singers, Lee Jackson, Hal
Winters, George J, Journe, John
Simone, Al Alberti and Pat Esemplare.
Mayor Dennis McCarthy presented
Garwood Seniors president Ann
Romano with a resolution to acknowledge her dedication and hard work in
the senior community.
Mrs. Romano thanked her husband
for his support and patience, and her
peers for their assistance and commitment. She said she was “very
touched” to receive the resolution.
Mayor McCarthy expressed his
pride in the community of Garwood.
“Garwood has a great group of
youth, seniors and everything in the
middle as well,” he said.
Incidentally, Mr. DiFabio celebrated his 78th birthday on the night
of the show, September 29.

Photo Courtesy of John Manna

ROXIE HEART… The Bridgewater Roxies of the Bridgewater Seniors Club don
their “Let It Snow” outfits and pose for the camera.

Sounds of Switzerland
Recreated at NJ Workshop
WESTFIELD – To hear the deep,
rich sounds of the Swiss Alphorn, one
does not need to take a transatlantic
flight to Europe. Those same sounds
will be recreated on East Broad Street
in Westfield when the alphorn workshop begins this month at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA).
Musicians who have an interest in
learning to play this instrument can
receive group or individual training. A
10-week group session begins on Saturday, October 21, from 4 until 5:30
p.m. at the NJWA studios at 150-152
East Broad Street, located in Westfield.
Tuition for this course is $275. The
classes will be divided into five levels: beginning students who never
played a musical instrument; students
with experience on a woodwind instrument; students with experience
on brass instruments; students with
experience on a string or percussion
instrument and students with alphorn
playing experience.
Private instruction is also available
in 30 minute, 45 minute or 60-minute
lessons, at $36, $54 and $72, respectively.
Alphorn Workshop participants
will perform solo or in ensembles
playing traditional Swiss, classical,
folk, jazz and popular music.
The instructor for the workshop is
Dr. Ted Schlosberg, founder and executive director of the NJWA. Proficient on most musical instruments,
Dr. Schlosberg, who brings with him
46 years of teaching experience, has
performed in concerts, arts festivals,
community events and for school and
service organizations.
Ranging in length from seven to 12
feet, alphorns are crafted from fir, lime
or poplar trees, and have traditionally
been used in Switzerland as well as
Scandinavia, Russia, Hungary, Romania, Germany and Scotland. Composers such as Rossini, Strauss, Beethoven
and Mozart have also incorporated the
instrument into classical music.
For those who attend the alphorn
workshop, several alphorns are avail-
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hold the date October 20th
meet the still life and
landscape artist,
Cora, in her
second
appearance
at the gallery.

FINE ART
MIRRORS
CUSTOM FRAMING
On-site Parking

SINCE 1958

549 South Ave West • Westfield
908-232-0412
www.evalyndunnsgallery.com

Evalyn Dunn and daughter Jacie Civins

able for rental at $10 per week on a first
come/first served basis. For information
on this program, or any program of the
NJWA, visit the studios on East Broad
Street or call (908) 789-9696. Additional information can be found on the
web at www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Art in the Gardens
Scheduled for Sunday
ELIZABETH – Jersey Gardens,
New Jersey’s largest outlet mall, continues to host Art in the Gardens, a
month-long celebration of the arts.
The Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, in the Department of Economic Development,
coordinates this annual event.
The following upcoming performances will take place in the mall’s
Center Court.
Sunday, October 15, 1 to 2 p.m.: Anne
Marie Noronha of Scotch Plains; 2 to 3
p.m.: Amy Marie Keller of Linden; 3 to
4 p.m.: Rob Benaquista of Nutley; 4 to 5
p.m.: Kenny Woods of Warren.
Jersey Gardens is located on
Kapkowski Road at Exit 13A of the
New Jersey Turnpike and features
more than 200 stores under one roof.
For more information about Art in
the Gardens and other programs and
services of the Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, contact the Division at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
NJ 07202, call (908) 558-2550 or email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. New Jersey relay users dial 711.
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Puccini’s Turandot Opens Westfield
Symphony Orchestra’s Season
By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIPSY TRIO…Left to right, Linda Giuditta, Lona Alpert and Naomi Yablonsky,
as Lucille, Doris and Ida, reminisce in Westfield Community Players’ season
opener, a comedy by Ivan Menchell, The Cemetery Club, which runs weekends
through the end of October.

TAKE THE ST
AGE
STA

Who Knew a Cemetery Could
Be Uproariously Funny?
By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When Westfield
Community Players (WCP) announced that its 73rd season opener
was the unfamiliar play Cemetery
Club by Ivan Menchell, I was hoping
it might be a Stephen King-type Halloween thriller.
The two-act play’s synopsis read,
“Doris, Ida and Lucille are Jewish
widows who meet once a month
for tea before visiting their husbands’ graves.” Oh, boy, I thought,
where can this go but six feet under?
What I wasn’t expecting was comedy with a capital “C.” This play’s a
howl, and I don’t mean werewolf
style.
Two of the funniest scenes are bookends before and after the wedding of
the three women’s friends. The first
scene could be a flashback to these
senior citizens as 17-year-olds getting ready for a prom.
Giddy, nervous, tittering about
their accessories and hair leads them
to try turquoise eye shadow to match
their bridesmaid dresses and speculate as to who will ask them to
dance.
The après wedding scene in which
the tipsy gals go back to Ida’s house
for a senior citizens’ slumber party
offers surprises.
The gals cha-cha rambunctiously
around the living room in their turquoise floor-length chiffon and
beaded gowns and bare feet. With the
help of stolen liquor, they reminisce
about youth, romance and their marital relationships.
More than just juicy gossip spills
as the ladies munch on leftover wedding cake, chicken wings and fruit.
The show has tender and poignant
moments as the widows lament the

dilemma of dating again and question
whether they are being unfaithful to
their deceased husbands if they move
on in life.
The talented Naomi Yablonsky is
not only WCP’s current president but
also the actress who plays Ida, the
senior citizen whose character develops most in the play. Ida is described
in the playbill as “sweet tempered
and ready to begin a new life” and
that’s what Ms. Yablonsky delivers
— sincerity and verisimilitude that
ring true in the role.
Linda Giuditta, as Lucille, is a
scene-stealer with great timing. Her
man-hungry character is filled with
bravado and, like Blanche of the
“Golden Girls” TV fame, thinks that
all men are attracted to her.
The third lead is Doris, played convincingly by Lona Alpert, who uses
her razor-edge tongue and deadpan
delivery to manipulate and meddle in
everyone’s business.
In Act I, Lucille and Doris have an
adorable bit about which husband
died first. Their dialogue, structured
like the Abbott and Costello classic
“Who’s on First?” is a hoot.
Sam the Butcher, played tenderly
by veteran Stan Kaplan, provides Ida’s
love interest. “One day you’re on
your knee proposing, the next day
you are kneeling at her grave,” he
sighs longingly of his departed wife.
Jo Ann Lemenille, who gives just
the right playfulness and zest as a
counterpoint for the more sedate Ida,
plays Mildred, the glamorous, sexy
vamp.
Producer Cynthia Smyth, directors
Joann Lopresti Scanlon and Susan
Pyle Smith have assembled a cadre of
actors, designers, artists and committee members to carry this Cemetery
to a place, like most cemeteries, of
smiles, tears and memories.

Cranford’s Comm. Theatre
Presents Children of Eden
CRANFORD – Cranford Dramatic
Club (CDC) community theatre will
present Stephen Schwartz’s musical
Children of Eden for three weekends
beginning Friday, October 13. Schwartz,
the creator of Broadway’s Wicked, Pippin, and Disney’s Pocahontas, gives
theatergoers a musical for all ages.
Children of Eden tells the story of the
Garden of Eden and of Noah and the
Ark. In addition to the well-known
biblical characters, the show features a
large group of storytellers who help to
provide the narrative flow of the show
with their acting and singing, including
portrayal of the animals in the story of
creation and the Ark, as well as the
snake in the Garden of Eden.

CDC’s cast boast some highly regarded performers in area theater,
including David Hampson, Eric
Harper, Tina Kaye, Ed Egan and
George Platis. John Menter will direct the production.
Children of Eden will be presented on
Friday and Saturday nights at 8 p.m.
from October 13 to 28, as well as on
Sunday, October 22 at 3 p.m. Tickets are
$20 on a reserved-seat basis, and can be
obtained by calling the box office at
(908) 276-7611 or through the theater’s
website at www.cdctheatre.org.
The CDC Community Theatre is located at 78 Winans Avenue in Cranford,
off of Centennial Avenue near exit 136
off of the Garden State Parkway.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) inaugurated its 2006-2007 season of Oriental themes with a concert performance of Puccini’s Turandot at the
First Presbyterian Church on September 30.
Music Director David Wroe led the
orchestra, soloists from the New York
City Opera and the Monmouth City
Chorus (MCC) in the concert, which
was scheduled for 8 p.m.
With paid customers still arriving
after the stroke of the hour, Board of
Trustees President Mark Fleder held
up his four-minute remarks until 8:06
p.m. After the appearance and seating of the concertmaster, nearly a full
minute of dead time transpired before Mr. Wroe’s entrance with the
cast.
After the “Star-Spangled Banner,”
the opera began in earnest a full 13
minutes into the hour.
A substantial number of small cuts
instituted for this performance reduced the opera to a more manageable length. Many of the eliminated
passages would have been sung by
the chorus, which was, incidentally,
quite good.
The absence of many of the choral
crowd responses left characters talking essentially to themselves and reacting to words never sung.
The most obvious omission was
that of the Emperor, who, though
absent from this performance, was
still addressed directly by his daughter, Turandot, and sung to by a reverent crowd.
The text provided with the program was “a reduced essence of each
musical number,” and was rendered
only in English.
The opera requires powerful voices,
especially for the two romantic leads,
Turandot and Calaf, sung by soprano
Othalie Graham and tenor Carlo
Scibelli, respectively. Ms. Graham,
who did not appear until the second
scene of Act II (listed as Act III in the
program), had plenty of power and
presence, but her voice in the mid to
upper range could be shrill.
I wondered whether this was intended, but the stridency did not wane
when Turandot finally broke down
and confessed her love to Calaf. It
sounded as if she were pushing her
voice too hard.
Mr. Scibelli’s singing was full-bodied (one could see that he supported
his sound all the way down to his feet)
and magnificent to listen to. Calaf’s
part, written for a dramatic voice,
requires the tenor to sing through a
full orchestra from the bottom to top
of the tenor range.
This was not a problem for Mr.

Scibelli, whose glorious instrument
and solid technique allowed him to
express the text with great emotion to
the back row without strain.
Lyric soprano Julianne Borg, as the
slave girl Liu, imbued the role with
heart-wrenching pathos. The sound
and color of her voice were sweet and
beautiful without sacrificing size or
depth. Her phrasing was exquisite
and tremendously expressive. Her
pianissimo high B’s and C’s left the
audience breathless.
The darkness and heft of Kevin
Maynor’s rich bass voice belied the
frailness of the dethroned Tartar king,
Timur. His interpretation gave the
role unmistakable inner strength and
forthrightness. The timbre of his voice
would make him a regal presence in
any opera.
The roles of Ping, Pang and Pong,
filled by baritone Michael Chioldi
and tenors Gregory Mercer and Joel
Sorenson, respectively, were well
done. Mr. Chioldi, with marvelous
command of his rich, classic Verdi
baritone, gave the role of Ping a great
reading. He was comical (as were the
other two), but portrayed the character as a man of many sides.
Aside from his wonderful characterization, the sheer sound of his voice
and fluidity in singing were a pleasure to listen to. I would be interested
to hear him in a more substantial
Puccini role, such as Marcello or
Scarpia. Oddly, Mr. Chioldi was the
only singer whose résumé was not
included in the program.
Mr. Mercer and Mr. Sorenson were
very good in their character roles,
which required a lot of singing together, also in tandem with Mr.

Town Book Store
Hosts Meet-and-Greet
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store of Westfield is hosting a meetand-greet book signing this weekend.
On Saturday, October 14, from 2 to
4 p.m., New Jersey author Dr. Patrice
Hannon will be in the store to promote her new book, “Dear Jane
Austen: A Heroine’s Guide to Life &
Love.”
Austen answers letters from perplexed modern-day heroines-in-training, supplying her readers with the
precepts a true heroine lives by and
illustrating them with revealing examples from her novels.
Written with all the charm, wit and
wisdom one might expect from the
author of “Pride and Prejudice,” reading “Dear Jane Austen” is like an
afternoon with the novelist herself.
Anyone unable to attend this event
can call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 and reserve an
autographed copy.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POLICE FORCE…Officer Michael Perrotta speeds into the finish line, placing
50th overall in the annual Cop Trot. See story on page 23.

Chioldi. Both tenors are more on the
lyric side, and they came across very
well as the bureaucrats they were
portraying.
Brett Colby, whose part of the
Mandarin is listed for a baritone, sang
the small role well, even though, as
the program notes attest, he is a tenor.
In the church, he recited his proclamations from the pulpit.
The MCC, though utilized less than
the full opera allowed, sang superbly
from the choir loft behind the orchestra.
The orchestral score of the opera,
in its attempt to portray its imperial
Chinese subject matter, makes ample
use of the full complement of brass
and percussion.
This orchestra, which to my knowledge, does not rehearse in the church,
has always been a victim of its overly
live acoustics. At times, the brass and
percussion (gong included) were overpowering even from the balcony.
Friends told me on the ground floor
that the volume from there was nearly
deafening.
No performance is ever perfect, but
the quality of playing and singing on
this night was very near that level,
even though at times it may have been
ear-splitting. After the final chords
ended the opera, the audience rose to
its feet almost immediately. The singers returned one by one for their bows,
and they were cheered like heroes
returning from a victorious campaign.

~Photographer Andrea Ewald

WF Photographer
To Exhibit in Rahway
WESTFIELD – Westfield photographer Andrea Ewald is among the
artists whose work was selected to be
part of “Celebrating Excellence: The
Merck 2006 Juried Union County Art
Show” at the Arts Guild of Rahway.
The show runs from October 15
through November 10, and an opening reception will be held on Sunday,
October 15, from 1 to 4 p.m. The Arts
Guild of Rahway is located at 1670
Irving Street. Gallery hours are
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday from
1 to 4 p.m. and Thursday from 1 to 3
p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. or by appointment. For directions call (732) 3817511
or
visit
www.rahwayartsguild.org.
A native of Germany, Ms. Ewald,
who holds a degree in English linguistics, has lived in Westfield for the
past five-and-a half years. Her interest in photography goes back a long
time, but she did not get serious about
doing something with her talent until
last summer.
Lawrence Cappiello, executive director of The Arts Guild of Rahway,
curates the show.

Vic’
ks
Vic’ss Pic
Picks
Vaco – Color Coordinated
By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some bands have an uncanny ability to convey fun. Somewhere between the actual notes of the songs,
an intangible element of sheer joy
jumps out of the album – it’s hard to
explain, but as you listen you know
that the musicians making that record
were having a blast.
The Alexandria, Va.-based Virginia
Coalition – affectionately known to
fans as Vaco – know how to revel in
the fun of playing music. The band’s
spring 1998 independent debut, The
Colors of the Sound, is a delightful
success. The then-quintet gleefully
delivers genre-crossing folk-rock,
with its little-bit-country, little-bitfunk-and-soul flavors keeping the
music fresh and always dynamic.
Excellent interplay between vocalist/guitarists Andrew Poliakoff and
Steve Dawson drives the album; their
distinct voices cross and blend, buoying each other and building fantastic
vocal textures. Listening to The Colors of the Sound in hindsight with the
knowledge that in five years’ time
Steve and his tenor vocals would leave
the band, the vocal interaction on
Colors seems all the more unique.
Album opener “Dalai Lama” settles
into a funky groove to kick off the set,
and from there, Vaco throw out a wide
assortment of musical styles, all
wrapped up with tight, memorable
tunes.
“Nicole’s Song” mesmerizes. Its
understated beauty lies in Andrew’s
smooth vocal delivery; his full-bodied baritone glides over lyrical phrases
like “you say your conscience ails
you, you say your mind’s not clear/
wrap you up in a summer’s day, take

your mind straight out of here.”
“Motown” starts off in a bar – Andrew lays a reflective melody over
mellow piano as conversations and
the clinking of glasses float around
him. Suddenly, organ chords (of the
rock music variety) break through the
ambient sounds and set a new tone for
the latter part of the song, and
“Motown” blossoms into a bouncy
groove as Andrew adjusts to the new
tempo and delivers a catchy new
melody.
The whimsical “The Waltz of
Roosevelt and The Fat Lady” and the
wistful “End of the Road” lead the
album to a close as each of the singers
takes a turn leading the effort; “74
Colors,” the funky hidden outro, ends
the set with some extra flair.
At live shows, the group has delivered compelling covers of everything
from The Clash’s “Rock the Casbah”
to Blackstreet’s “No Diggity” (check
out the Internet Archive – archive.org/
audio – for an extensive catalogue of
downloadable Vaco shows). Impressively, the band capably crams all its
live energy into its studio releases.
And though the Ghostbusters theme,
which sometimes slips into Vaco’s live
performances, never worms its way
into any studio songs, the spirited playfulness it takes to deliver those little
pop-culture shout-outs is everywhere.
Vaco have toured multiple times
with O.A.R., and fans of that band
will immediately connect with Vaco’s
laid-back folk rock. Guster lovers will
find a familiar kind of intangible
quirkiness driving the Virginia band’s
music, and almost anyone without an
aversion to folky alternative will no
doubt feel all the fun the Vaco boys
pour into their debut.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

How many
pumpkins can
you carry?
$30.00

for
all the
pumpkins *
you can hold
*While supplies last. See store for details.

We have large gourds and all
kinds of pumpkins: face,
carving, baby pam, & sugar

Ama zing
Hayr de

In stock:

$3.50/
person

Every Sat. & Sun. from 11am to 3pm

Haymaze
Scavenger Hunt

hardy mums, cabbage,
kale, pansies, montauk
daisies, spring bulbs
hay bales, corn stalks,
gourds, indian corn,
scarecrows, halloween
decorations

Balloons Face Painting

from 1pm to 3pm

14 acres

Parker Gardens
1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Garden Center

Greenhouses

Landscape Services

Mon - Sat 7 - 5

Sun 10 - 5

www.parkergardens.com
Telephone
908.322.5555

