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CAMPAIGN SIGNS…Not to be outdone on the controversy of missing campaign
signs, Vincent Lehotsky, formerly of Union County and previous regular at the
freeholder meetings, shows his support for county candidates at his new home in
Loris, South Carolina.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANK YOU…From left to right, Scotch Plains residents Denise and Lou Laster meet with Congressman Mike Ferguson
(LD-7) and staffer Roni Desmond at the Scotchwood Diner in Scotch Plains. The Lasters had contacted Mr. Ferguson for
help when bureaucratic red tape prevented them from receiving their Social Security disability checks – Mrs. Laster is legally
blind and Mr. Laster is disabled with a back injury – and the congressman contacted federal officials and corrected the
problem. See story on page 8.

Violence Drops in Schools; Parisi
Urges BOE Presentation to Panel

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Director of
Special Services for the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Board of Education Thomas
Beese reported on the district’s annual
violence and vandalism statistics at
the board’s monthly agenda meeting
last Thursday. The state mandates the
annual report, along with an open pub-
lic discussion, for all districts.

Mr. Beese reported positive results
showing a decrease in violence and
vandalism for the district for the 2005-
2006 school year, a decrease he at-
tributed to a greater emphasis on
teacher training and interventions.
There were 29 incidences of violence
reported for the year, down 14 from

the previous year.
Reports of vandalism rose by one

from the previous year, to eight inci-
dences. There were four incidences
of weapons and seven of substance
abuse, both categories showing no
change from the previous year. A
total of 67 suspensions showed a de-
cline of 14 from the previous year. A
total of 28 victims were cited in the
report, four of whom were school
personnel who intervened in alterca-
tions.

Mr. Beese said the reports are not
comparable with other districts be-
cause the reporting criteria are not
consistent from one district to another.

“Each district defines incidences
subjectively. In our district, if there’s a

question or a grey area, I report it,” he
said. The data is useful within the
district to monitor the success of dis-
trict-wide policies and procedures and
to evaluate trends, he said. A total of
less than 1 percent of the student body
involved in incidences signifies a very
low rate, Mr. Beese told the board.

William McMeekan, who oversees
the operation of the Scotch Plains tele-
vision station, SPTV Channel 34, at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
reported to the board on three national
awards the local television station re-
ceived for excellence at the Home-
town Video Festival in Boston on July
6. Mr. McMeekan presented the board
with a plaque honoring the station’s
excellence for the best educational
video. Board members congratulated
Mr. McMeekan for improving the qual-
ity of the station’s productions.

Mr. McMeekan’s video,
Everything’s On Fire: The Union
County Fire Academy, was selected
as a winner in both the educational
profile and government profile cat-
egories. Mr. McMeekan spent time
with the Union County Fire Academy
and created the documentary, which
depicts the lives of firefighters. SPTV
and the Mountainside Fire Depart-
ment also received awards for the
video.

His other video, President Bush
Visits Westfield, was selected as a
winner in the government activities
category in conjunction with The
Westfield Leader, which helped fund
the project. Multiple SPFHS students
helped Mr. McMeekan with this
video.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey
made a presentation to the board of
the senior project program, launched
last year at the high school. The pilot
program permitted a select group of
seniors to participate in several se-
nior projects involving community
service, designed to prepare them for
life and citizenship, Mr. Heisey told
the board. Mr. Heisey chose the 11
seniors who participated based on the
proposals meeting the criteria of rel-
evance, rigor and educational value.

The participants received guide-
lines to fulfill and were required to
submit a final presentation of their
experiences working on their projects.
Some of the students served as el-
ementary school teaching assistants,
gaining hands-on experience in class-
rooms. One student worked with a
professional engineer gaining expe-
rience working on a construction crew.

One project involved designing a
political-activism program at the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mirabella Discusses Taxes,
Legal Costs, Car Auction

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sat down with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Thursday to talk
about county issues.

On the issue of the expanded state
sales tax, Mr. Mirabella said the
county is not impacted by the new 7-
percent tax. He said the county’s four
public golf courses charge user fees,
which are not taxed.

“We are trying to understand the
scope of the whole thing,” Mr.
Mirabella said. County spokesman
Sebastian D’Elia said officials are
checking to see if the county’s public
pools are covered under the tax.

Mr. Mirabella said Governor Jon
Corzine showed courage by increas-
ing the tax to generate additional rev-
enue for the state.

“Some governor at some point had
to put his foot down and make some
tough decisions,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“No one likes extra taxes, but I think
the governor did what he had to do.”

Mr. Mirabella was questioned on
what the county is doing to reduce the
number of lawsuits levied against it.
He said Elizabeth Genievich, direc-
tor of administrative services, holds
regular “education and training ses-
sions” with employees on safety pro-
cedures to create a safe work environ-
ment that reduces worker injuries and
how “to act appropriately” on the job.

The freeholder chairman said the
county counsel’s office reviews all
new litigation to determine the cost to
litigate. If the cost to litigate is high
the county might attempt to settle for
a lower amount. “It (a settlement)
might turn out to be a financial situa-
tion (for the county),” he said.

There are also “summary” judg-

ments whereby the county believes it
was added as defendant in cases in
which they were not involved.

“The first thing is to reduce and
eliminate lawsuits,” he said.

He said the county’s counsel office
reviews new litigation at which time
settlements are sometimes offered to
reduce county costs. Mr. Mirabella
said while the county may be in the
right, a settlement may actually re-
duce the cost to the county “when
legal costs are factored in.”

He said the county attempts to
handle cases in-house to reduce hourly
legal fees for outside counsel. Some-
times specialized attorneys are needed
for specific cases.

When asked about mounting legal
bills in some cases, such as a case
involving a promotion in the division
of weights and measures that has cost
the county more than $600,000 to date,
he said, “We’re conscious of the cu-
mulative amount” on a particular case.

The Times asked Mr. Mirabella about
the lawsuit involving the Union County
Sheriff’s Office in which the stepson of
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich purchased three
luxury cars for $300 to satisfy a
$242,000 court judgment. Hillside Auto
Center had been found guilty of selling
a Mercedes Benz with a defective ra-
dio, a violation of the lemon clause of
the New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act.

“Obviously,in the end it was de-
cided to return the vehicles to the
leasing company. In the end, it worked
out the way it should have probably
have worked out in the beginning,”
Mr. Mirabella said. “Was the legal
process followed? Yes. Does that mean
the legal process needs to be changed
to make it fairer? Probably yes.”

“It is one thing to make whole. It is
a totally other thing to make doubly

Board OKs New Building
At Highland Swim Club

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment last Thursday gave its approval
for the Highland Swim Club on
Martine Avenue to construct a new
facility to house locker rooms, of-
fices and storage space.

The new building, which will be
situated at the top of the swim club’s
parking lot, will replace the 50-year-
old structure that architect Carol
Hewitt said “has reached its service-
able limit.” She told the board the
building has cracks in the floors and
walls, aging plumbing and non-handi-
capped-accessible restrooms.

The existing building at the north-
ern end of the pool area would be
razed when the new building is com-
plete, she told the board. She said the
pool deck would be expanded in that
area, and the new relocated building
would serve as a more visible en-
trance to the pool facility.

Ms. Hewitt said the new building
would have men’s and women’s locker
rooms, showers and handicapped-ac-
cessible restrooms. Small offices will
also be included on the first floor. The
building’s second floor, she said, would
serve as a “lifeguard squad room,”
while a small basement area would
house various equipment, as well as
hot water heaters for the showers.

In addition, engineer James Watson
told the board the pathway from the
parking lot to the facility’s entrance
would be upgraded so children in
strollers, people in wheelchairs or
those with difficulty walking would
be able to more easily make their way
into the pool area.

In other business at its first meeting
since July, the board approved a three-
year temporary operating permit al-
lowing Jonathan Shopiro to operate a
massage therapy office at his home at
540 Forest Road.

In June 2005, the board granted a
one-year permit to Mr. Shopiro, who
reported last week that he has not
received any complaints from his
neighbors about the operations of his
business. Several conditions imposed
by the board last year, including a
restriction on hours of operation, have
worked well, Mr. Shopiro said.

The board also granted a one-year
temporary operating permit to the
Soccer Post on Route 22 that will
permit it to place a storage container
behind the store in which excess in-
ventory, such as uniforms, balls, cleats
and nets, will be stored, especially
during the busy soccer season. The
board confirmed that the container,
which is eight-feet high, would be
used solely for inventory overflow
and would not be used to store any
food or flammable items.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STATE OF THE COUNTY...Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
sits down with The Times’ Paul Peyton to discuss issues facing the county.

Mayor Marks Foresees New
Baseball Fields at Brookside

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said on Tuesday that he
hopes plans for expanded baseball
fields at Brookside Park can be ready
for discussion early in 2007.

At the township council’s meeting,
the mayor, in response to a query from
Rick Sands, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball League
Association, said while there are no
written plans, “Brookside Park will be
earmarked for baseball,” including a
90-foot baseball diamond. Earlier this
year, there was some informal discus-
sion about possibly installing a new
baseball field, as well as a lit turf soccer
field and a community center.

The mayor this week said there are
no plans for such a center or a turf
soccer field at Brookside, which cur-
rently houses one baseball diamond.
He said besides expanded baseball
fields, the plan is to maintain much of
the park’s appearance with picnic ar-
eas and playgrounds. Once formal
plans are drawn up and the council
can assess them early next year, the
mayor expects the recreation com-
mission to meet with neighborhood
residents to discuss the proposal.

He said that the baseball fields at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
School, which will be lit, and off of on
Route 22 are nearing completion.

The mayor said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella
is “on board” with another deer-reduc-
tion program in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion. An initial effort was undertaken
earlier this year after debate with state
officials over the methods to be used to

thin the herd. During the mid-February
to mid-March effort, bow hunters culled
the herd under strict regulations gov-
erning hours of operation.

The state resisted local plans to uti-
lize the services of a private profes-
sional firm to cull the herd, roadblocks
the mayor termed “an impediment”
that made the program “difficult and
perhaps more costly.” He said he would
prefer using a private contractor to
reduce the herd rather than the open
hunt favored by the state.

At the beginning of its meeting,
Mayor Marks issued a proclamation
honoring the Rev. Kelmo Porter for
his 40 years of service as pastor of St.
John’s Baptist Church. Mr. Porter,
who was honored at a dinner on Sun-
day at L’Affaire, said he would retire
as an active pastor next year.

Vincent and Nick Losavio, owners
of John’s Meat Market on Park Av-
enue, were recognized after their store
was recently named the New Jersey
Family Business of the Year in the
“under $10 million per year” category.

The mayor issued a proclamation
declaring this week Fire Prevention
Week. The council honored members
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Baseball Association’s nine years and
under summer tournament team for
winning the state championship. Mr.
Sands from the association also pre-
sented a check to the rescue squad for
$660. In May, the league vowed to
donate $10 for every home run hit that
month by its players at Booth Field.

Bill McMeekan, Scotch Plains tele-
vision director, displayed an award
the station won for two of its pro-
grams in the past year.

FW Mayor Reports Downtown
Economic Development Progress

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr Tuesday evening gave an up-
date regarding ongoing downtown
economic development efforts. The
mayor’s update came at the borough
council’s regular monthly meeting.

Mayor Mahr announced that there
will be a groundbreaking next Tuesday
at 11 a.m. for the redevelopment of a
property across from the train station at
234 South Avenue – a project to be
known as “Station Mews at Fanwood.”

In the meantime, the mayor said the
owners of an adjacent property are
also planning a groundbreaking for a
separate project. “So it looks like we’ll
have actually two shovels in the ground
within a week,” she said. “We’re really
seeing some great progress.”

The mayor and council voted in
favor of a resolution giving the gov-
erning body the authority to approve
future sewerage-treatment agreements
with the Plainfield Area Regional Sew-
erage Authority for properties in the
downtown redevelopment area.

Mayor Mahr noted that work has
resumed at the South Avenue con-
struction site across from the Chelsea
at Fanwood complex. She said a short-
age of steel caused the work delay.

Regarding the separate effort to revi-
talize the Martine Avenue business dis-
trict, the mayor, pointing to a color

poster board depicting Martine
Avenue’s storefronts, announced
Fanwood Cleaners has become the first
business on the block to complete façade
improvements in line with the borough’s
vision. “It’s a very proud moment after
all of the false starts,” she said.

She said other significant front and
rear façade improvements are expected
to begin soon at the site of the old
Eckerd drug store, which will become
a plumbing supply showroom. She
said the owners of a nearby bagel shop
are working with the borough regard-
ing planned façade improvements.

The mayor complimented local
volunteers and downtown business
owners for installing and maintain-
ing potted fall flowers purchased from
Scotchwood Florist through “a kind
of small public-private partnership.”
Regarding the flowers, she said,

“Sometimes it’s the little stuff that
goes a long way.”

She said the borough continues work-
ing on a garbage-collection ordinance,
which could be approved by the end of
the year. She said this measure would
address the multiple garbage dumpsters
now in place behind the Martine Av-
enue businesses, which “do not make
for a nice view of our downtown.”

The ordinance would reduce the
number of dumpsters and also re-
quire that they be “neatly enclosed”
and uniform in appearance.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler an-
nounced that the rescue squad has,
after three years of submitting appli-
cations, received a $12,000 federal
Homeland Security grant to purchase
personal-protective equipment.

The councilwoman said the equip-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Letter Raises Controversy;
No Progress on SP Debate

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The race for
three township council seats heated
up this week with the release of a
letter from former township police
chief Thomas F. O’Brien regarding a
deposition given by retired police lieu-
tenant and current Democratic coun-
cil candidate Neil LeStrange.

Mr. O’Brien’s letter to the editor
(please see page 4) states that town-
ship residents would be “disturbed to
read the under oath testimony of Mr.
LeStrange.”

Mr. LeStrange and three others re-
cently settled a reverse discrimina-
tion lawsuit against the township for
$100,000, split evenly.

When contacted by The Times, which
read the letter to him, Mr. LeStrange
said, “I have no comment on that.” He
said it was “just dirty politics.”

Richard Samuel, Campaign Man-
ager for the LeStrange, (Kevin) Glover
and (Jeff) Strauss Campaign released
the following statement yesterday: “I
am disturbed to see that former Chief
Thomas F. O’Brien feels free to re-
veal information which was origi-
nally misused by township officials
in a lawsuit. This information came
from the town’s personnel files, which
are to be maintained in secret.

“When Chief O’Brien left his gun
in Sears in a position so a young boy
could fire his weapon into a wall not
only did the town refuse to provide
any information but had Watchung
remove some of their public records
so that the information would not be
public. It is only by luck that Chief
O’Brien’s gun did not kill someone.
It is a shame that the [Republicans’]
‘Good Old Boy’ network has more

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12


