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PARKINSON SCORES GOAL OFF IRVING’S FREE KICK

Minutemen Score in 2nd OT,
Burn Soccer Blue Devils, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Minuteman Julio Vite slipped in an
unassisted goal with 7:56 remaining
in the second overtime to give the
Elizabeth High School boys soccer
team a 2-1 victory over Westfield in a
highly emotionally charged game at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
September 27.

Both teams, Elizabeth, the defend-
ing Union County Tournament cham-
pions, and the Blue Devils, in this
Watchung Conference showdown
shared a healthy amount of yellow
and red cards for their physical play.

“Watchung Conference high school
soccer is always physical! Period!”
expressed Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner.

Blue Devil sophomore goalkeeper
Mike Lessner made eight saves in regu-
lation and two in the overtime periods,
while Minuteman goalie Jonathan
Roldan had nine saves in regulation and
three in overtime. Both teams had six
corner kicks and the 3-4-1 Blue Devils
had an 18-15 edge in shots on goal.

Blue Devil senior Tom Parkinson
drilled a right-to-left shot into the
goal after a restart from sophomore
Mike Irving with 38:24 remaining in
the first half.

“That came off a restart. Originally

it was a quick counter, we got the ball
down. We got a couple of restarts. We
have been working on quick counters.
‘Park’ was able to bury one,” said
Kapner.

Midway through first half, how-
ever, the Blue Devils telegraphed
some uncertainty in their passing and
changed their attack.

“What I think happened was we
started having some success in moving
the ball into the attacking third in the air
and they kept doing it. The Elizabeth
sweeper is a ‘heck’ of a player. He’s
hard to go through. He’s very physical.
He’s very, very skilled. Originally, we
were having success going long in the
corners. Suddenly, we were going long
in the middle and we weren’t putting
the ball down,” explained Kapner.

The Blue Devils did start to put the
ball down near the end of the half and
regained control.

“When we put the ball on the
ground, I thought we were, at least,
equal if not the better team. When we
put the ball in the air, they were too
tough,” said Kapner.

Midway through the second half,
the Minutemen appeared to control
the tempo and, after Walter Castro’s
shot was deflected by Lessner, whose
defenders were caught out of posi-
tion, Dennis Coreia got the rebound

and tapped in to tie the score with
22:42 left in regulation.

“There were some guys on the field
who went in as subs. They didn’t play
physical. They didn’t get to the ball.
They gave Elizabeth the ball, an easy
walk in from the middle third to the
attacking third, and allowed them to
create the situation. That goal be-
longs to players who were playing up
near midfield,” said Kapner.

In the first overtime, Westfield took
the initiative and, in a one-minute
span around the seven-minute mark,
nearly put the game away with four
dangerous shots at the goal. Parkinson
ripped a direct kick off the crossbar.
Kevin Hennessey got the rebound,
but just missed. Next, senior striker
Chris Mattes, on a breakaway, ripped
a shot that was stopped by Roldan.
Moments later, Mattes slanted a left-
to-right shot that just missed.

“I couldn’t be anything but ecstatic
with my team. They did exactly what
we told them to do at halftime. They
showed a lot of heart and a lot of guts.
We had a couple of good opportuni-
ties. Elizabeth covered them, to their
credit. It was an unfortunate loose
ball that they were able to put in the
goal,” said Kapner.
Elizabeth 0 1 0 1 2
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1

LOOK TO REFINE FUNDAMENTALS, STAY HEALTHY

Blue Devil Gridders Gear Up
For Showdown with Farmers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four weeks into the season, after
nearly upsetting Linden in the open-
ing game and following with con-
vincing victories over Cranford and
Kearny, respectively, the Westfield
High School football team has been
gearing up for a showdown with the
Union Farmers at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium this Saturday at 1 p.m.

The 2-1 Blue Devils have been
making good use of the extra time
allotted from their Bye week to hone
their skills, work on weaknesses and
get healthy.

“We want to continue to get better
and we are doing that. We are not
spending as much time on the prac-
tice field because, with the extra time,
we spend more time in the weight
room. We are trying to improve on
some of the things that the first three
games we felt we were weak in and
needed to get better in,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno.

A major concern of any coach is
the health of his team so a Bye week
can come in handy.

“This is a good week to get healthy.
Ryan Yarusi, our tailback, has a
sprained ankle. If we had a game this

week, he would be playing, he would
be out there but we are taking it slow.
We are trying to get him healthier but,
otherwise, we are in pretty good
shape,” said DeSarno.

The Bye week has also been a good
time to work on reducing penalties
and eliminating needless mistakes.

“We have made our share but that
just comes with practice. This is a
good week to work on those mis-
takes. We have really concentrated
on not making any silly holding pen-
alties or offside penalties,” com-
mented DeSarno.

Even with their 23-6 victory over
Kearny, coach DeSarno had some
concerns, but also noticed certain im-
provements.

“We got stopped twice in the Red
Zone, which I wasn’t real pleased
with, so that’s something we are work-
ing on this week. Defensively, we did
some good plays. We made a couple
of big plays. We are constantly work-
ing on big plays, especially in the
passing game defending those big
plays,” he said.

Having been an assistant coach at
Linden for several years, DeSarno
has been aware of Union’s tradition
of presenting a explosive running

game. This season, the Farmers have
returned quarterback James Melody,
fullback Abdul-Quddus Isa and
crafty tailback Chris D’Andrea.

“They are a triple threat from a
running standpoint. Their quarter-
back, their fullback and tailback are
quality running backs in this league.
All three are a threat any time they
are in the open field so we have a lot
on our plate this week,” said
DeSarno.

The huge Union line is headed by
300-pound, 6’5” Desmond Stapleton.

“They are big up front,” said
DeSarno. “They have a huge left
tackle. Stapleton is going to Rutgers.
He’s enormous. He’s the biggest
player we’ve seen so far. We have our
hands full!”

With a strong 2-1 start, the Blue
Devils’ team morale is high, how-
ever, they are aware of the task that
lies ahead.

“The morale is great! These kids
are excited. The people in town are
excited too. We are not too high. We
are not too low. We are right where we
need to be,” said DeSarno. “They
know they got to keep getting better
each week. They know the challenges
the next couple of weeks are huge.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REALLY USING HIS HEAD TO MAKE A SAVE…Blue Devil defender James McManus, No. 18, deflects the ball away
from the goal with his head in the physical game with Elizabeth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING FOR THE GAME WITH THE FARMERS…Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno works his team through
its drills in preparation for the game with Union.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12
months, in effect as of 8/28/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates
can change monthly during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest:
Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of
interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred inter-
est. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available
in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are as of 8/28/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert,
Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

BUY FOR $2,012/MO.

MOUNTAINSIDE CAPTIVATING $695,000
Charm & tranquility is abundant in this 10 room, 5 bedroom, 3 full bath Colonial Cape bordering Echo
Lake Park.  Open archways guide you through the home as you walk along, wanting to see more.  The
enchantment begins the minute you step into the gracious vestibule.  From here an archway opens onto the
living room with stone fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with bay windows, study, sunroom, bedroom/
family room with full bath & a 2nd full bath complete the 1st floor.  The equally delightful 2nd level hosts 4
bedrooms & full bath that come together to form this private retreat.  Conveniently located near schools &
NY transportation.  (052001443)

SCOTCH PLAINS BEAUTIFUL BI-LEVEL $559,800
Four bedroom Bi-Level featuring recently updated full tile bathroom with Corian countertops, updated
kitchen with custom cabinetry, new countertop & backsplash, new automatic garage door opener and key
pad entry.  Family room with walk-out to patio, deck, private yard with wood fencing.  (052001307)

BUY FOR $1,621/MO.

SCOTCH PLAINS SPACIOUS FAMILY HOME $499,900
This wonderful bi-level home features 4 bedrooms, 2 ½ baths, hardwood floors all on main level.  Eat-In
kitchen with sliders to rear deck overlooking a large fenced-in rear yard.  Large formal dining room, family
room with wood-burning fireplace and a walkout to lower deck & yard.  Ground level features an office/5th

bedroom.  Close to public transportation, major highways & shopping.  (052001108)

BUY FOR $1,447/MO.

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,250,000
A distinctive 2006 custom Westfield residence by Bella Properties.  From designer appointments and countless
extras to the unparalleled attention to quality craftsmanship, this custom Colonial showplace will elicit
praise at every turn.  Amenities include spacious mahogany front porch, dramatic 2-story entry, classic 9’
first floor ceilings, hardwood flooring 1st & 2nd floors, detailed millwork, luxurious master suite, 2-zone
heating and central air, designer kitchen, 2 ½ gorgeous baths, family room with fireplace, elegant open
staircase to 8’ ceiling in basement, patio, private yard and so very much more.  Nestled on a tranquil cul de
sac on a fabulous property with an expansive private yard.  Moments from Tamaques Park, schools and
picturesque downtown Westfield.  632 Green Briar Court would be the perfect choice to call home . . .
contact Holly for the impressive list of amenities and specifications.  (052000983)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,369,000
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle
of new construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer
flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center island kitchen opens to a
large family room with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom
mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.
Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master
suite.  Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (052000835)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,679,000
This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, formal living room and dining rooms, study/
library and a family room with wood burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany
inlay borders will complement the detail and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed
& cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master suite.  A large
center island kitchen w/granite tops & top of the line appliances will meet all of one’s desires.  The master
suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in closets, French doors to a
private office & French doors to a large open balcony.  Make this home your own by customizing your
dreams to reality with the builder.  (052001047)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANOELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


