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PREMIUM MONEY
MARKET PLUS

with a minimum deposit of $15,000 
and a Smart Plus Package.*

There are a lot of ways to look at our 4.80%
grand opening offer. But whatever your point
of view, HSBC can take you there.

APY
%4.80

Tuition Vacation

SUMMIT
47 Maple Street

Jeff Dzoba
(908) 598-1012 

WESTFIELD
1 Elm Street

Michael Niemiec
(908) 518-1581

To obtain more information, 
speak to your local Branch Manager.

Grand Opening
Introductory Offer

Open a Smart Plus Package with a qualifying deposit and get a
FREE Companion Airline Ticket Certificate good anywhere
in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189.**

VacationTuition

*A Smart Plus Package is required. You must deposit $15,000 or more in new money to open the Premium Money Market Plus account. New money means funds not previously held by any member of the HSBC Group. This
is a special offer applicable to Premium Money Market Plus accounts opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) and
balances offered through January 24, 2007 on such accounts are: 0.70% APY on balances less than $15,000 and 4.80% on balances $15,000 or more. After January 24, 2007 the variable APY for that date will apply. For
example, using the Premium Money Market Plus APY from July 24, 2006 for balances above $15,000 an account opened on July 24, 2006 will yield 4.80% for 185 days until January 24, 2007 and will yield 2.75% after that
date. So, the blended APY for the first year after account opening is 3.79%. The blended APY for funds that are on deposit for fewer than 185 days will be lower as it may vary depending on the number of days the promotional
rate is earned. The non-promotional APY is variable and may change during the Sale Period. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. 

**Free Companion Airline Ticket Certificate (“Certificate”) offer requires a Smart Plus Package which includes an Interest Checking Plus account. The 0.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) on Interest Checking Plus is accurate
as of July 24, 2006 on balances of $5.00 or more. APY is variable and subject to change after opening. Charges and fees may reduce earnings. The account must remain opened for a minimum of six months to qualify for
the Certificate. Nominal value of the Certificate ($45.00) will be reported on IRS Form 1099. Limit one Certificate per customer. The Certificate will be issued at the time of Smart Plus Package opening. Certificate issued by
Spirit Incentives, a registered seller of travel in Florida (#17213). HSBC Bank USA, N.A. is not responsible for the fulfillment of the Certificate. Good anywhere in the U.S. and Canada when you purchase a regular ticket
starting at just $189. Additional restrictions do apply. Offer valid on Smart Plus Packages opened from July 24, 2006 through October 24, 2006 at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches only. See Terms of Participation
at the Summit, NJ and Westfield, NJ branches for full details.

Issued by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. ©2006 HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Member FDIC. 
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ANNIVERSARY CLEARANCE

F-SP Club Learns
Identity Theft Horrors
SCOTCH PLAINS — This past

Wednesday, at the Pantagis Renaissance
restaurant, the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club became exposed to how iden-
tity theft can ravage one’s life, and how it
may take years to correct mistakes in a
credit report caused by unscrupulous con
artists out to milk the public.

Karen Positan of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office gave an account of
identity theft, and ways to prevent it from
happening. The main thing she advised
was to protect one’s Social Security num-
ber. Never carry it on your person; it
should be kept securely at home or in a
safety deposit box.

She said that one should shred credit
card, bank statements and important pa-
pers that show identifying numbers. One
must protect themselves from predators
that are willing to go through the garbage
to find your identification. She said ev-
eryone should check their garbage to en-
sure personal information was not dis-
carded.

IDENTITY THEFT…Fanwood-Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rotary Vice President
Pat Plante, left, presents a plaque to Karen Positan of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, who spoke to the group about identity theft.

‘Wi-Fi’ Internet Access Pilot
To be Provided for Elizabeth

ELIZABETH – A pilot project is being
funded by the City of Elizabeth in con-
junction with Kean University, Nortel
Networks and a wireless vendor,
Wavehost of Las Vegas, to provide
Internet access via Wi-Fi at no charge for
at least three months to citizens and busi-
nesses in the Midtown Elizabeth area.

The County of Union has agreed to
post a Wi-Fi antenna necessary for the
service on top of one of its buildings in the
Midtown area. The provider will pick the
building after determining which would
serve as the most effective location. The
county will not pay for any costs, and the
company will install the antenna, accord-
ing to a county press release.

“The Wi-Fi service would help increase

the economic attractiveness of the mid-
town area, help draw business, and pro-
vide a real service to the public at large as
well as the merchants and community,”
said Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella.

“We are pleased to be able to provide
economic assistance,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“This type of Internet service helps those
who are on the go and business people
who visit the area for their work.”

Union County officials said any per-
mission granted to the city for this pilot
program will contain a condition that
there will be no interference with the
county’s existing wireless or licensed ra-
dio transmissions. The Wi-Fi program
will be a three-month pilot program with
free Internet service, officials added.

Reservists Get IRS Relief on
Retirement Plan Payments

SPRINGFIELD — Military reservists
called to active duty can receive pay-
ments from their individual retirement
accounts, 401(k) plans and 403(b) tax-
sheltered annuities, without having to pay
the early-distribution tax, according to
the Internal Revenue Service.

“More than 32,700 reservists and na-
tional guard troops serve in New Jersey.
Reserve and national guard troops called
to active duty after Sept. 11, 2001, are
eligible for tax relief,” said IRS spokes-
person Gregg Semanick.

The newly-enacted Pension Protection
Act of 2006 eliminates the 10-percent
early-distribution tax that normally ap-
plies to most retirement distributions re-
ceived before age 59½. The new law
provides this relief to reservists called to
active duty for at least 180 days or for an
indefinite period.

Eligible reservists activated after Sept.
11, 2001, and before Dec. 31, 2007, qualify
for relief from this tax. This tax is often
referred to as the 10-percent early-with-
drawal penalty. Regular income taxes
continue to apply to these payments in
most cases.

Early distributions from both Roth and
traditional IRAs received by a reservist
while on active duty qualify for this relief.

A reservist’s elective contributions and
earnings distributed to him or her by
employer sponsored 401(k) plans and
403(b) tax-sheltered annuities also qualify
for this relief.

Because this relief is retroactive, eli-
gible reservists who already paid the 10-
percent tax can claim a refund by using
Form 1040X to amend their return for the
year in which the retirement distribution
was received. Eligible reservists should
write the words, “active duty reservist,”
at the top of the form.

 In Part II Explanation of Changes, the
reservist should write the date he or she
was called to active duty, the amount of
the retirement distribution and the amount
of early-distribution tax paid.

Reservists can choose to re-contribute
part or all of these distributions to an
IRA. Ordinarily, these special contribu-
tions must be made within two years
after the reservist’s active-duty period
ends.

 However, if the reservist’s active
duty ended before August 17, 2006 (the
date the new law was enacted), he or she
will have until August 17, 2008, to
make these special contributions. No
deduction is available for these contri-
butions.

22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden
TRENTON — Senator Nicholas Scutari

(LD-22. Linden) told the  Professional
Landscape Alliance of New Jersey aobut
his silver pesticide flag bill, S-2107. He
noted the following.

 S-2107 will protect our families and
our pets by reducing inadvertent expo-
sure to pesticides. The current lack of
uniformity is a needless risk to our health
and safety. S-2107 requires every com-
mercial pesticide applicator to use uni-
form silver flags to mark areas on which

Bill Pending Would Reduce
Inadvertent Pesticide Exposure

pesticides have been applied. The flags
used must be silver in color, be a uniform
size and type, must indicate the time and
date of the pesticide application, and must
remain in place for at least 72 hours.

In addition, the bill would prohibit the
use of silver flags to mark anything likely
to be confused with a pesticide applica-
tion. The exclusive color requirement is
intended to distinguish pesticide flags
from, among other things, those used for
invisible dog fences, underground utility
lines, proposed excavation mark outs,
septic tanks, and underground piping.

The silver flag legislation will make it
easier to identify an area treated with
pesticides from a safe distance. There
will be no cause for confusion. Bill S-
2107 has been referred to the Senate En-
vironment Committee.

Union County Historic Booklets are
Available for Tour, Oct. 21-22

COUNTY — Booklets and maps for
“Four Centuries in a Weekend: A Journey
through Union County History” are now
available. The free, self-guided tour of
Union County’s historic house museums
and sites takes place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 21, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and on
Sunday, October 22, from noon to 5 p.m.
Sponsored by the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, the an-
nual event opens 23 sites to the public
over the weekend.

“These historic sites open a window on
our past, and the talented volunteers who
guide visitors make history come alive,”
said Freeholder Vice-Chairwoman Bette
Jane Kowalski, liaison to the Cultural and
Heritage Programs Advisory Board.

The booklet gives a brief history of the
1664 settlement of Elizabethtown and
how it evolved into present-day Union
County. It also includes a description of
the sites, where they are located, special
weekend activities and the regular hours
they are open throughout the year.

“Four Centuries in a Weekend” is
funded in part by the New Jersey Histori-
cal Commission, a division of the Depart-
ment of State.

To request a free copy of the booklet

and map or for additional information,
contact the Union County Division of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, located at
633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, 07202. Call
(908) 558-2550 or e-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Arboretum, League Set
Oct. 7 Garden Picnic
SUMMIT – The Reeves-Reed Arbore-

tum and the Junior League of Summit
have forged a partnership to support the
arboretum’s newest event, Picnic in the
Garden, scheduled to take place, this Sat-
urday, October 7, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on the grounds of Reeves-Reed Arbore-
tum at 165 Hobart Avenue, located in
Summit.

The Reeves-Reed Arboretum is a sub-
urban conservancy dedicated to environ-
mental and horticultural education for
children and adults and to the enjoyment
of nature through professional care and
preservation of a historic country estate.
The Picnic in the Garden kicks off a new
public awareness campaign to educate
the community about this resource and
encourage their support.

The Picnic in the Garden will show-
case Reeves-Reed Arboretum’s gardens
including the perennial garden, the wood-
land walk and the wildlife habitat. There
will be music, refreshments, dessert and
children’s activities - all free-of-charge.

Admission to the event is free and open
to all. Call (908) 273-8787, extension 15
or e-mail j.mccarron@reeves-
reedarboretum.org with “Picnic in the
Park” in the subject heading for more
information. Friends and families are en-
couraged to bring a picnic lunch and a
blanket. Reeves-Reed Arboretum will
provide dessert, music and children’s ac-
tivities.

County Division to
Bring Senior Services
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Department of Human Services, Division
on Aging, will bring its Outreach Ser-
vices for senior adults to Elizabeth, Lin-
den, Plainfield and Rahway during the
month of October.

Division staff will assist seniors with
applying for government assistance pro-
grams involving gas and electric (LIFE
LINE), pharmaceuticals (PAAD) and
home energy (HEAP). They will also
screen for Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) eligibility and will give information
about senior health insurance (SHIP).

Bilingual staff members will be avail-
able to assist the senior citizens at all
locations. The Outreach Services Pro-
gram will visit the following locations:

Thursday, October 6, 1 to 2 p.m., Eliza-
beth Towers, 315 West Grand Street,
Elizabeth; Wednesday, October 12, 10 to
11 a.m., Ann Ferguson Towers, 1601 Dill
Avenue, Linden; Thursday, October 20,
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., Supremo Super-
market, 25 South Broad Street, Elizabeth;
1:30 to 3:30 p.m., Twin City Supermar-
ket, 1016 Sherman Avenue, Elizabeth,
and Tuesday, October 25, 11 a.m. to noon,
O’Donnell Dempsey Senior Center, 622
Salem Avenue, Elizabeth.

Other dates are: Thursday, October 27,
10 a.m. to noon, Supremo Supermarket,
249 East Front Street, Plainfield; 1:30 to
3:30 p.m., Twin City Supermarket, 600
Park Avenue, Plainfield; Oct. 31, from
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Universal Super-
market, 2325 Elizabeth Ave., Rahway.

For further information on the Out-
reach Services Program and other pro-
grams offered by the Union County Divi-
sion on Aging, call the division’s toll-free
number at 1-888-280-8226.

Prosecutor Romankow
New President of Group

ELIZABETH -- Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow has been named
president of the County Prosecutors As-
sociation of New Jersey. He was ap-
pointed Union County prosecutor in 2002
by former Governor James McGreevey.

BH Opts Not To Use
Squad For Senior Ctr.
BERKELEY HEIGHTS -- The Town-

ship of Berkeley Heights has decided not
to convert the municipality’s rescue squad
into senior citizens center and expand the
fire department to house the rescue squad.

Township Administrator Angie
Devanney told the Star-Ledger a number
of problems includes wetlands were dis-
covered as plans moved forward. The
rescue squad and residents had voiced
opposition to the plan.

Bramnick, Gas Station
Retailers Hold Rally

TRENTON -- Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) was slated
to hold press conference and speak at a
rally of gas station retailers at press time
yesterday in Trenton. Mr. Bramnick said
his bill would eliminate the 60-year-old
law that allows oil companies to set the
price of gas based on a “zone” whereby
gas stations in may charge 10 cents over
a nearby community.


