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BOE Recognizes Tenured Teachers,
Won’t Pay for HS Hockey Team

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) recognized 30 newly ten-
ured teachers and administrators
at its meeting on Thursday. The
teachers and administrators hon-
ored received tenure after work-
ing for the district for three years.

“We seek the most qualified
teachers and trust our most pre-
cious assets, our children, with
them. We congratulate these teach-
ers for all of the hard work they
have done for this district,” said
BOE President Thomas Russo.

“This is a very special night.
Achieving tenure in this district is
not easy. We only want the best
teachers for our students, and so
we put our teachers through a
very rigorous process,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes said.

“This is an honor that sends a mes-

sage of trust and expectation. You edu-
cate every student to the best that you
can,” Park Middle School Principal and
tenure recipient Lisa Rebimbas said.

The BOE also went over the district
priorities based on the 2005-2006 school
year. The priorities are based on stu-
dents’ educational weaknesses as ob-
served by teachers and aim to improve
instruction. Carol Senff, supervisor of
language arts for grades 6 to 12; Diane
Kelly, elementary language arts super-
visor for kindergarten to grade 5, and
Brad Siegel, supervisor of social stud-
ies for kindergarten to grade 12, out-
lined a detailed report of observations
and improvements to the curriculum.

Some of the improvements to the
curriculum this year include new
books, new classes and the rearrange-
ment of items in the curriculum to
make it “easier for the teachers to

teach and the children to learn.”
“By the time our students leave us in

the 12th grade, they can reach a high
level in college,” Ms. Senff said.

The BOE also discussed Hal-
loween and the nutrition policy.
Under the nutrition policy, foods
of minimal nutritional value are
not allowed on school property.
These foods include: most hard
candies like lollipops; candy corn,
licorice, jellybeans, soda, water
ices and chewing gum. Parents
will be allowed to bring cookies
and chocolate to classroom cel-
ebrations if they choose to, but the
schools encourage them to bring
healthy snacks.

“I have talked to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and as we
discussed, certain foods cannot
be exempted from the policy.
Those foods of minimal nutri-

tional value are not allowed on school
premises,” BOE member Craig
Nowlin said.

The policy committee also rejected
a proposal to financially support the
high-school ice hockey team due to a
policy that indicates that a school
team must be in existence for six
years before it can receive financial
support. The recent acceptance of the
board to allot money to the freshman
soccer team was an extension of a
team sport that was already in exist-
ence, according to Mr. Nowlin.

“This policy is thorough. The ninth-
grade soccer team is an expansion of
a sport in this district,” he said. “The
ice hockey team is a new program.”

Goddard School, Town Bank
Submit Revised Plan to Bd.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning board
last Thursday received a revised appli-
cation from Robert Kraus of Fanwood
Plaza Partners to put a branch of the
Town Bank and a Goddard Daycare
Center at 314 South Avenue.

James Watson of EKA Associates,
a Scotch Plains engineering and plan-
ning company, said the “principal
changes to the (site plan) are: it now
includes a fire lane in the rear of the
building, which it did not before, and
the building has been moved forward.”

Last June, when the board heard
the original development application
for this site, the borough’s fire depart-
ment had taken issue with it since it
violated certain safety requirements.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings reported that the fire de-
partment had no problem with the
revised version.

Mr. Kraus sought a variance to take
three existing lots and create one on
which both of the facilities would be
located. Consultant and traffic engi-
neer Elizabeth Dolin of Watchung told
the board the reason for the consolida-
tion is that “it would create a conform-
ing lot according to the Department of
Transportation’s (DOT) regulations.”

Although Mr. Watson and Ms.
Dolan told the board the plan could
be altered to utilize two of the three
lots, they warned it would make the
third lot “difficult to develop, since it

will not be conforming.”
T&M Associates representative Paul

Ricci said that, “it is not uncommon to
have two buildings for separate uses
on one lot.” Ms. Dolin gave testimony
to the board regarding the parking
spaces and how the bank, school and
The Chelsea at Fanwood senior living
facility would jointly utilize them.

The site plan as presented would
provide 57 parking spaces and, ac-
cording to Ms. Dolin, “the school
requires one (space) per employee,
equaling 19, and the bank would need
12, creating a surplus of about 20
spaces.” The Chelsea currently has
87 spaces but only requires 35 for
residents with automobiles and staff
parking, so “they can afford the 20
spots for staff from the Children’s
Specialized Hospital (which is lo-
cated across the street).”

Ms. Dolin told the board that all of
the facilities they were discussing
have “peak parking demand” at alter-
nate times, since the school will be
busiest in the early morning, the bank
during late morning and the senior
care facility on the weekends.

“It’s a very comfortable situation,”
she said.

Board member Andrew MacDonald
said, “it all works very well (and) it’s a
good use for the property.” The plan-
ning board voted in favor of the use
variance and granted preliminary site
plan approval contingent on Mr. Krause

Freeholders Thank Donors
For Expanded Trailside
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Freeholder Board last Thurs-
day congratulated the county employ-
ees, consultants, tradesmen and work-
men who had a hand in the $5.9 expan-
sion project of the Trailside Nature
and Science Museum in Mountainside.

“It’s nice to see when your vision
becomes a reality,” Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella said.

The new 24,700-square-foot facil-
ity is triple the size of the original
structure and contains environmental
exhibits, classrooms, a library, an
artist’s studio and teacher preparation
room. More than 4,500 square feet is
devoted to exhibit space on the plants,
animals and habitats in the Watchung
Reservation and Union County. A 34-
foot American Beech tree with a three-
and-a-half-foot-diameter trunk fills the
museum’s atrium. A life-size replica
of a Lenape wigwam is also featured.
There are four new classrooms,
workspace and computers for park
naturalists and teachers and hands-on,
interactive activities.

Freeholders recognized the
project’s sponsors and donors at
Thursday’s meeting. ConocoPhillips’
Bayway Refinery received thanks for
its $15,000 donation. The museum’s
geology room has been named for the

company. Shering-Plough Corpora-
tion gave $20,000 towards the ecol-
ogy laboratory. Community groups
donating funds included the Blanche
M. and George L. Watts Mountainside
Community Foundation, which gave
$15,000 for an ecology classroom;
the Trailside Museum Association,
which in marking its 50th year pro-
vided $56,000 for the American Beech
tree, and the Westfield Foundation,
which gave $6,000.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
announced that the board would as-
sume responsibility for removing deer
carcasses from local roads in Union
County after the state announced it
would no longer fund the program.
The county estimates the program
will cost $10,000 per year. Last year,
152 deer carcasses were collected in
Union County on state, county and
municipal roads, according to the New
Jersey Department of Transportation.

“It comes down to a real safety
issue and it is something we have to
do,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
was “embarrassed” that some other
county freeholder boards, including
Morris County, have asked the state
“to bail us out” by providing funding
for the program. “I’m glad that we
stepped forward.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGN OF THE TIMES...Scotch Plains and Fanwood lawns display enthusiasm
for candidates of their choice for the upcoming elections on Tuesday, November
7. Complaints have been registered at the Scotch Plains Police Department that
some of the signs are disappearing from the lawns late at night.

DEMS, GOP Say Lawn Signs
Removed Over Weekend

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township Re-
publicans reported that 200 of their
township council candidates’ lawn signs
were removed over the weekend. Demo-
crats said a number of their signs were
also removed earlier in the campaign.

According to William McClintock,
Scotch Plains Republican Committee
chairman, 200 of the GOP candidates’
lawn signs were removed between 11
p.m. Saturday and 7 a.m. on Sunday.
He said “virtually half” of the 400 signs
put up were removed, mostly along
main thoroughfares and at intersec-
tions in the public right-of-way. He said
signs were removed “all over town.”

He said he filed a police report on
Monday.

“We put out most of what we had
(Saturday morning). We have to go
out and make more and spend a lot of
money to do it,” said Mr. McClintock,
estimating that it would take two
weeks to replace the missing signs.
He said he intends to prosecute any-
one found to have been involved in
removing the signs.

“We take it very seriously,” he said.
When contacted by The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times, Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee Chairman
Ken Lipstein said he noticed some of
his candidates’ signs missing when
GOP signs went up.

“I don’t think that was coinciden-
tal,” he said. “So maybe they (Repub-
licans) should sign a police report

against themselves.”
Scotch Plains Lieutenant Brian

Donnelly told The Times that two reports
were filed– one on Monday by the Re-
publicans and one Tuesday by the Demo-
crats.

He said Republicans claimed that
“50 to 100 metal signs were taken off
lawns at various locations in town.”
He noted that Democrats alleged “ap-
proximately 75 of their signs were
taken from various locations.”

Lieutenant Donnelly said, “We
don’t politicize an investigation. At
this time, we have no suspects, but we
have stepped up our patrol. I’m not
saying it’s what happened, but if some-
one is driving around and removing
signs, that’s a criminal action and we
will investigate as such.”

Mr. Lipstein said in previous years he
has had lawn signs removed but never
filed police reports. However, after hear-
ing of the GOP police report, he said,
“It’s my intention to go to police head-
quarters and report the theft of lawn
signs.”

Mr. Lipstein called the newspaper
back and said he officially filed a
police report on Tuesday afternoon.

Mr. Lipstein said Democrat signs
were “stolen, torn up where they were
or found in a garbage can or dumpster.”

“I don’t want my people taking
other people’s lawn signs,” Mr.
Lipstein said. “Lawn signs are not to
be taken. It’s not ‘tit for tat.’”

Mr. McClintock called Mr.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAX HIKE...Effective October 1, the state has raised the sales tax from 6 to 7 percent and has added new goods and services
to the list of taxable items. Magazines and periodicals now fall into the taxable category. For more information, see page 12.

Parking Fee to Rise 25 Cents
At Fanwood Train Station

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council approved a
25-cent increase in the $3 train station
daily parking permit fee at their
monthly agenda meeting on Tuesday
evening. Officials said the increase
was done in response to the state’s new
sales tax measures, which kicked in
October 1 and now apply to parking
services, but not to parking meters.

Borough officials said they were
not informed by the state about the
change until late last Friday. Mayor
Mahr said the October bills for train
station parking permits already have
been mailed out. She said officials
need to figure out a way to “recoup”
the 7-percent sales tax on approxi-
mately 40 bills.

On a related issue, the mayor di-
rected Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern to contact NJ Transit re-
garding ongoing problems with the
automated machine that collects park-
ing fees at the train station lot.

The mayor said she would like to
see the malfunctioning machine re-
placed with a system similar to the
one in place in Westfield.

Borough officials reported initial
success with spot traffic law enforce-
ment in the mornings at the intersec-
tion of South and Martine Avenues,
the site of a recent pedestrian accident.

The council later agreed to pursue
either county or state funding to install
new countdown signals for pedestri-
ans at South and Martine, as well as
Martine and LaGrande Avenues.

The governing body discussed plans

to improve security at the municipal
court in response to new state regula-
tions that take effect in February.

Noting the high cost of the required
upgrades, including installation of a
metal/weapons screener, Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell suggested
the borough consider sharing court
services with Scotch Plains.

Mayor Mahr said the idea would be
explored. “It’s [sharing services] al-
most a natural because of the proxim-
ity [of the two towns],” she said.

The council discussed the proposed
local Transfer Development Rights
(TDR) program. The borough’s TDR
attorney, Barbara Casey, updated offi-
cials on “where we are in the process.”

Nearly two years ago, Fanwood ap-
plied for a grant to establish a TDR
program. It would essentially enable
property owners in Fanwood’s his-
toric district to sell a portion or all of
their future development rights, thus
ensuring that their properties are main-
tained and preserved indefinitely.

Willing participants along portions
of South Avenue beyond the bound-
aries of the ongoing redevelopment
program could then buy these develop-
ment rights within the so-called “send-
ing district” in exchange for credits to
build or redevelop on their properties in
the so-called “receiving district.”

Tuesday night’s discussion came in
advance of an informational meeting
scheduled for Thursday, October 12.

That meeting, meant primarily for
residents who live in the “sending
district,” will focus on how the pro-
gram and its sending and receiving

Scotch Plains Officials Welcome
County Plan to Remove Dead Deer

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials on Tuesday expressed grati-
tude that Union County will assume
responsibility for removing deer car-
casses from county and municipal
roads in the wake of the state’s deci-
sion to charge local governments for

the service.
At the township council’s confer-

ence meeting, Township Manager
Thomas Atkins said the county’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders de-
cided on the move at its meeting
last week. He read from a letter
informing township officials of the
county’s decision to take “full re-

sponsibility” for the deer removal
“at no cost to municipalities.” Union
County will contract with a vendor
to perform the service, Mr. Atkins
said.

He thanked the county “for taking
a regional approach” to the matter.

The state’s budget, approved in
the summer, eliminated funding for
the removal of dead deer from road-
ways. Mr. Atkins said that prior to
the county’s decision last week, he
had discussed such a service with a
contractor who informed him that if
the township assumed financial re-
sponsibility for removing deer car-
casses, the cost would be about $60
per deer, or $3,000 to $5,000 per
year.

Mayor Martin Marks, saying it was
“great that the county is stepping up
on this,” said he wants to talk with the
township’s public works department
on what he called a “Plan B” on deer
carcass removal if a situation arises
where the county’s contractor cannot
remove dead deer “in a timely man-
ner,” especially in warm weather
months, when deer are more apt to
wander into streets and get hit and
killed by cars.

The mayor said he’d “like to have
the ability” for township personnel to
be able to quickly remove the car-
casses if the county’s contractor is
unable to quickly do so.

The mayor also said he wants to
speak with county officials about
the deer-reduction program under-
taken earlier this year in the
Ashbrook Reservation and the pros-
pects for continuing that effort early
in 2007.

Debate between municipal, county
and state officials about how the
deer-reduction program would be
handled delayed this year’s hunt until
mid-February, after state wildlife
officials balked at allowing hunters
into the reservation. Bow hunters
were eventually permitted to cull the
herd, and Mr. Atkins said on Tues-
day that he expects state officials to
be similarly “inflexible” again re-
garding another round of deer-re-
duction efforts.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVING ALONG…Construction in Fanwood on South Avenue marches along
the road to completion. This building is one of the phases of the revitalization
process progressing in Fanwood.

Maria Woehr for The Times
THANK YOU...Superintendent Margaret Hayes
(right) thanks Terrill Middle School Principal Kevin
Holloway, Directer of Special Services Tom Beese
and Park Middle School Principal Lisa Rebimbas.


