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PBA, Town Could Head To Binding
Arbitration Process for Contract
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Contract talks between the 59-member Westfield PBA
Local 90 and the Town of Westfield
are on hold, pending another negotiating session on Wednesday, December 20. The previous PBA contract
expired December 31, 2005.
Under the previous contract, the
starting salary for Westfield police
officers was $33,277. Police officers
in their seventh year earn $72,524.
Detectives are paid $75,187 at the
second grade of the salary guide and
$80,659 at the next level. Sergeants
make $80,559, with detective sergeants earning $84,240. Lieutenants
earn $87,747, and detective lieutenants make $90,789. The two captains
in the department are paid $94,824.
Officers in the police ranks saw
their salaries increase on average by

Firefighter Applicant
Alleges Charges
Discrimination in Suit
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A Scotch Plains
resident last week filed a lawsuit
against Westfield’s former fire chief
John Castellano and current Town
Administrator Jim Gildea, alleging
his application to be a volunteer
firefighter was delayed beyond the
point at which he could become a
paid firefighter due to age.
William McMeekan, who dropped a
civil rights complaint against the town
in August, states in the lawsuit that he
applied as a volunteer with the department on March 18, 2002 when he was
35. Westfield requires a paid firefighter
applicant to serve two years as a volunteer to be considered for the paid unit,
for which the starting cutoff age is 40.
In the three-count lawsuit filed in
State Superior Court in Elizabeth, Mr.
McMeekan also alleges that he was
more qualified than other volunteers,
based on his performance on the Union
County Fire Academy, New Jersey
State and Westfield Fire Department
examinations and interviews, and that
he was in “top physical condition” to
join the paid department but was
“passed over…repeatedly between
March 2002 and March 2004 until it
was too late for him to ever be hired as
a paid firefighter.”
Mr. McMeekan alleges in the second count of the lawsuit that Mr.
Castellano and Mr. Gildea “acted intentionally and with deliberate disregard of the high degree of probability
that [Mr. McMeekan] would experience emotional distress” and that the
defendants’ actions were “extreme
and outrageous in their persistent deception of [Mr. McMeekan].”
He alleges that then-Chief Castellano
told him his “chances for employment
were strong” but that there were no
volunteer positions available at that
time and that he was not approved to
join the unit until he was over the age
restriction for the department.
He alleges that in November 2004 –
“in the very month that any chance for
eligibility of subsequent hiring expired” – Mr. Gildea told him that “Chief
Castellano was now ready to accept
[Mr. McMeekan] as a volunteer.”
The lawsuit further charges that
Mr. McMeekan was informed in July
2002 that other volunteer candidates
had been contacted regarding fire
academy classes. According to the
lawsuit, when Mr. McMeekan asked
Mr. Castellano, the former chief said
there were other applicants ahead of
Mr. McMeekan on the volunteer list.
The plaintiff, who joined the volunteer departments in Mountainside
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

$10,000 over the course of the previous four-year agreement.
According to a resolution approved
by the town council on December 14,
2004, regarding the WPD salaries
approved for 2005, 24 members make
more than $80,000, 25 officers earn
between $72,000 and $75,000 and
eight make between $55,000 and
$67,000. Only one officer received
the starting $33,000 salary, with one
other officer receiving $42,000. The
average officer earns $75,000.
The PBA membership marched
through town and attended the town
council’s October 24 meeting to protest the town’s current offer. According to a letter from the PBA published
in the October 26 issue of The
Westfield Leader, the starting salary
for police officers will increase “a
paltry $1,723” over the proposed fouryear contract offered by the town.
“How can the town expect to compete for top-flight candidates for its
police department, if the starting salary is kept at this depressed level?”
the letter asked.
Leo Lugo, Westfield PBA No. 90
president, told The Leader that the
PBA is “trying to make it (starting
salaries) more competitive” to attract
new officers.
In response, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea told The Leader, “I don’t
know of or have heard that we have a
recruiting problem. And I’m also not
aware that we have a retention problem either.”

“If those things are happening, that
would be cause for alarm,” he said.
Mr. Gildea said the $75,000 average “sounds about probably right, but
it’s a snapshot of time.” He said five
police officers will retire at the end of
the year and be replaced by officers at
the bottom of the salary guide, which
could bring the average down.
Mr. Lugo said, “I’m not denying or
trying to contradict those numbers.
They’re not incorrect.”
“[Westfield is the] second wealthiest town in Union County, [yet] we
are the 13th-lowest-paid (police department),” Mr. Lugo said.
Mr. Gildea said Westfield is the
middle of salaries of the 21 municipalities in Union County.
“Historically, Westfield has never
been the top paid and never been the
lowest paid. We’ve always been
roughly in the middle,” he said. “That
goes for every bargaining group here
in town, which is evidence of fair, but
conservative, negotiations.”
The PBA has argued that the current offer on the table is below the
consumer price index (CPI). Mr. Lugo
said one of the reasons officers enter
the field, knowing the danger of the
job, is the benefits for their families.
“There’s a chance you’re not coming home that day,” Mr. Lugo said.
Mr. Gildea said health insurance
remains a big negotiating issue between the two sides. “What we are
doing with the police is no different
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

To You and Yours

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society

GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this Westfield family gathered to share their joy in being together and to give
thanks for their many blessings. Happy Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Westfield Leader. For the enjoyment
of those 100 years from now, please e-mail your family Thanksgiving photo to editor@goleader.com for our archives.

Joint Panels Release Reports to
Reduce Municipal Property Taxes
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – The state’s four joint
legislative committees last week submitted 98 recommendations for reforming the state’s property tax sys-

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

GRAND OPENING…HSBC Bank’s Westfield location holds a grand opening on
November 14. Pictured from left to right are: Mina Lum, HSBC senior vice
president and NJ district executive; Chris Kirkwood, chairman of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors; David Kotheimer, HSBC
regional president and senior executive vice president; Michael Niemiec, HSBC
vice president and branch manager; Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corporation executive director, and Naomi McElynn, Chamber executive director.

Victoria McCabe, Michael J. Pollack and Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

PERSPECTIVE...The proposed Central Avenue cell tower, which Councilman Jim
Foerst said would likely be voted down, would measure 140 feet. Above, left to right,
are: Westfield’s North Avenue Christmas tree, measuring between 75 and 85 feet;
Westfield’s East Broad Street Presbyterian Church steeple, measuring 122 feet, and
Scotch Plains’ Fire Station Number Two cell phone tower, measuring 150 feet.

improve. It will cover a huge area,” he
noted.
South Avenue’s “Fanwood 2” site
on county property will have a tower
housing T-Mobile and two other carriers, with Verizon not yet operational.
He said there is a 200-foot tower
that is “up and operational” near the
Shackamaxon golf course at the
Scotch Plains Firehouse.
Anticipating a boost from the three
areas, he said, “Let’s see what that
provides. We’ll see if that’s an acceptable level. Maybe that covers enough
of an area. Maybe we won’t have A+
service, maybe we’ll have B+ service,
but won’t have to sacrifice any direct
aesthetic impact, and we’ll come back

and revisit the subject later.”
Lynette Viviani, a spokeswoman for
Verizon, told The Leader last Friday,
before the November 21 meeting, that
“nothing is public” and that she couldn’t
“speculate” on the tower’s status.
“I would repeat the need for additional coverage and capacity, the need
for improved service,” she said.
She said the two ways Verizon determines areas in need of improvement are by tracking customer calls
and by using a “test man” to “drive
around and measure service.”
Even with the upcoming North Avenue site, she said, “we still need a
boost in service on that (south) side of
town.”

DWC Urges No Employee
‘Abuses’ of Holiday Parking
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — With the holidays fast approaching, the Downtown Westfield Corporation on Monday night discussed how to keep parking problems to a minimum.
Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s representative on the board, Frank Arena, relayed a message from the mayor to
“encourage employees not to use free
(holiday) parking.”
Free on-street, two-hour meter
parking will run from December 1 to
25. Parking will also be free at the
South Avenue train station lot tomorrow, November 24, and December 26
to 29. The Chamber of Commerce
will send a letter to local businesses
addressing the issue.
DWC Chairman David Martone
said, “We’re going to urge people to
phone us if they see abuses.” He said
if businesses do not comply, they
would be called and police enforcement would be used if necessary.

SIXTY CENTS

Happy Thanksgiving

Councilman Foerst Says WF Council
Will Reject 140-Foot Cell Phone Tower
WESTFIELD – Following last
week’s council conference meeting,
the Code Review and Town Property
Committee held a meeting concerning the proposed 140-foot cell tower,
ultimately deciding it was “not the
right time or location” to pursue it.
Verizon’s proposed tower would
be located at Firehouse Two on Central Avenue, in Westfield’s third ward.
Discussing last week’s session,
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst,
who heads the committee, told The
Westfield Leader, “I’m not an advocate [of the tower], I’m just the conduit for the message.”
He said he has discussed the issue
with Third Ward Councilmen Mark
Ciarrocca and Dave Haas. After speaking to all affected parties, he said, “It’s
dead. It has no life on town property.”
Mr. Ciarrocca said, “We’ve got to do
something to improve cell service, but
we must balance that between maintaining a quality of life for residents.”
Mr. Foerst said his committee reviewed Verizon’s request because it
was the first application received after the historical commission denied
placing an antenna on the North Avenue firehouse.
He also said that the town was
interested in an “additional backup of
communication for our emergency
services.”
Despite the possible gains of adding a cell tower, “the benefits were
greatly outweighed by the detriments,” Mr. Foerst said.
Mr. Ciarrocca said, “It’s absolutely
the wrong place. Verizon has to work
to continue to find appropriate areas
and appropriate methods that are less
intrusive.”
Mr. Foerst did say three different
areas would achieve heightened service soon. He said an antenna at 241
North Avenue would be operational
within four to five weeks.
“Cell service in the downtown will

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

An ongoing parking concern raised
by Naomi McElynn, Chamber executive director, regarded delivery
trucks blocking in employee cars in
lot 9 on North Avenue.
DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin said, “We clearly need to provide a designated loading zone” in
that area. Mrs. Cronin said there has
been a proposal to remove four parking spots in lot 9 to provide room for
the trucks without blocking in cars.
So far, a plan has not been implemented.
Ms. McElynn said she is concerned
about the issue taking too long to
resolve.
Mr. Martone said the parking committee, which met for the first time
three weeks ago, will meet again in
January to discuss such issues.
He called the forum an “opportunity for folks to come express their
views, their concerns and their willingness to work with the committee.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

tem to Governor Jon Corzine.
“Property taxes…are the largest
single source of state and local revenues, raising approximately $20 billion annually,” the report from the Joint
Legislative Committee on Constitutional Reform and Citizens Property
Tax Constitutional Convention said.
Among the recommendations are
increasing the state retirement age to
62, limiting the state pension system
to full-time employees, requiring all
public employees to contribute towards
health-insurance premiums, banning
dual-office holdings and double-dipping on pensions, implementing a cap
on property taxes and developing a
new school-aid formula based on an
“individual district’s ability to pay.”
They recommended establishing an
office of state comptroller, moving
school board elections to November
and limiting school-budget votes to
spending plans that exceed the state
cap, eliminating “unnecessary” state
mandates on schools, establishing a
pilot program for county administration of school districts and giving
county superintendents the power to
oversee local school district administrative spending and abolishing the
New Jersey Commerce and Economic

Growth and Tourism Commission.
The Joint Legislative Committee
on Government Consolidation and
Shared Services reported that the state
has 566 municipalities, 616 school
districts and 486 local authorities and
special districts, “a system that lends
itself to redundancy and inefficiency,
which are major contributing factors
to high property taxes.”
The committee determined that
“political resistance remains a potent
barrier to consolidation and…local
officials are often least willing or able
to spearhead needed change.” The
panel said consolidation of municipal services would produce “efficiencies and cost savings.”
“School superintendents in local
districts are subject to very little oversight with respect to administrative
spending,” and the state must “eliminate duplicative administrative spending,” the committee stated.
The panel has recommended the creation of a reorganization and consolidation commission “to facilitate municipal mergers and shared services.”
The Joint Legislative Committee on
Public Employee Benefits Reform, cochaired by Senator Nick Scutari (LDCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Library Nears Fundraising
Goal, Discusses Renovations
WESTFIELD – Plans for the first
remodeling at the Westfield Memorial Library in nearly two decades are
in the final stages, library officials
report, with architectural and design
firms, library officials and fundraisers
all pulling together.
The estimated $700,000 project is
driven by “a desire to keep a local
cultural cornerstone both contemporary and cozy,” library officials said.
Among the most noticeable changes in
store, they said, will be more comfortable furniture for relaxed reading and
study, new carpeting and a “stylish”
new lounge where wireless Internet
access will be available for patrons
with laptops.
The remodeling will offer benefits to
all age groups, officials said. They plan
lounges for young adults and for se-

niors that will include couches, comfy
chairs and materials of specific interest.
They also plan to add a “warm and
inviting” family reading area to the
children’s department that will have
“small armchairs for small readers.”
Since its construction in 1988, the
library has posted more than five million visitors and nearly five million
items borrowed, making it the busiest
library in Union County, according to
New Jersey State Library statistics.
Because of its popular demand, in
addition to homier touches, the plan
also looked hard at putting the library’s
space to best use, officials said.
“Technology and the needs of the
community have changed since the
library opened,” Philip Israel, library
director, said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

IMAGINE ALL THE ARTWORK...Visitors admire the artwork of the late exBeatle John Lennon at “Come Together,” a touring exhibit. Mr. Lennon’s widow
Yoko Ono’s West Palm Beach, FL-based production company Legacy Productions
and the Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsored the event, which raised about
$3,000 for the Children’s Specialized Hospital Foundation. See story on page 18.
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Library Renovations

POLICE BLOTTER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fiction, the library’s most-used colleczations, businesses and “even a few chiltion, can grow “significantly” by moving
dren who raised money at birthday parties.”
upstairs to space formerly occupied by
The Friends of the Westfield Memorial
rooms used for back issues of periodicals
Library have contributed $100,000 to the
and newspaper microfiches, both of which
campaign. According to co-President Pat
are now available online. Space for auBurns, the Friends like the way the library’s
dio-visual materials, like movies, music
plan “offers something for every age group
and audio books, will increase as well.
and keeps the library accessible to all.”
“If you look at your own home and how
The Friends, with 400-plus members,
your needs and use of space have changed
support the library with fundraising activiin the past 18
ties such as the anyears, the library
nual book sale.
is no different,”
“Besides,” Ms.
Cynthia Cockren,
Burns added, “it
library
board
was time for an
president, said.
update, just like
“It’s a great plan
you have to do for
that accomplishes
your house somea lot on a relatively
times.”
modest budget.”
According to
Ms. Cockren
Mr. Israel, the lisaid the renovation
brary staff has
would involve no
raised
about
UNPLUGGED…Above
is
an
artist’s
rennew construction.
$1,000 at the cirShe added that dering of the proposed wireless lounge space. culation desk,
there would be a fully accessible public
making direct appeals for donations of $1,
bathroom on the second floor.
$5 and $10. Other notable contributions
Local architect Barbara Vincentsen &
have included a $25,000 gift from an indiAssociates is drawing up the final bluevidual who wished to remain anonymous
prints and adding some finishing touches to
and a $5,000 donation from Citibank, which
the project, which the library hopes to begin
recently opened a branch in Westfield.
work on “sometime in the next few months.”
Library Treasurer Roger Sullivan noted
Interior decorating and space planning
that naming opportunities are available in
have been overseen by Suzan Globus of
various positions around the library for
Globus Design Associates, a Red Bank
both local businesses and individuals.
company specializing in library design, and
The fundraising campaign hopes to reach
by the library board’s Building and Grounds
its goal of $700,000 by the end of the year,
Committee, led by Barbara Bagger.
Ms. Cockren said, saying she hopes people
Reflecting “the central role the library
will look favorably upon the library as they
plays in Westfield life,” financial support
consider their annual charitable giving.
for the remodeling has been widespread
Checks can be made out to the Friends
“from donors large and small, elderly and
of the Library, with a designation for use
young,” officials said. They said that contriby the improvement committee.
butions, which are tax-deductible, have come
For further information, call Mr. Israel
from private donors, local cultural organiat (908) 789-4119.

Property Tax Reform
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

22, Linden), whose district includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, determined that the
state’s retirement systems have an “$18billion unfounded liability,” with State
Health Benefits Program expenditures currently at $3.6 billion annually, a number that
is expected to double by the year 2010.
“A key focus of our committee was
eliminating the abuses of the retirement
system that harm both taxpayers and honest, hard-working public employees,” Mr.
Scutari said. “To that end, we developed
several reform measures designed to curtail the ‘padding’ and ‘tacking’ that create
significant un-funded liabilities and
threaten the pension system’s financial
stability.”
The Joint Legislative Committee on
Public Employee Benefits Reform has
recommended that part-time employees,
legislators and full-time appointed officials be removed from the state pension
and placed into some type of contribution
program.
The Joint Legislative Committee on
Public School Funding Reform estimated
that in 2007, more than $10 billion of
New Jersey’s $30-billion budget “will be
allocated to support pre-school through
grade 12 education.” The panel recommends that school funding should be
“based equally on a district’s relative
property wealth and income.”
Westfield Superintendent of Schools
William Foley told The Westfield Leader
that his biggest concerns are an increase in

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

the power of county superintendents over
local district budgets and a change in how
state aid is calculated to focus on the wealth
of a community. He said Westfield would
stand to lose all of its $4 million in aid.
“I tell Westfield parents this could have
an enormous impact on Westfield…This
is fairly serious stuff,” Mr. Foley said. He
added, “these recommendations could be
enacted as early as December.”
Mr. Foley said rather than changing the
state funding formula, he would support a
“broad-based” statewide property tax.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said the four committees failed
to address what Republicans feel is the
biggest problem in Trenton – spending.
He told The Leader the state’s tax system
should be changed “based on public
policy,” not politics.
“I have very grave concerns that most
of the recommendations are politically
based,” he said.
Mr. Bramnick said he would like to see
“forensic accountants” review spending
of state departments. He said New Jersey
taxpayers would be more likely to understand tax increases if they felt their government was being run efficiently.
“But they (taxpayers) know it’s (tax
dollars) being wasted,” he said.
When asked if the GOP would develop
an alternative plan, Mr. Bramnick said
Republicans have already unveiled a proposal that would cut taxes “by billions.”
“That’s our plan,” he said.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader

NEXT STOP...Northside Trattoria owner Chris Boyle and Leslie, the bartender,
point to the genuine subway sign that hangs in the restaurant. New York Yankee
closer Mariano Rivera autographed the sign when he was in Westfield last
Monday.

McMeekan Lawsuit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and New Providence and completed training at the Union County Fire Academy,
alleges that another volunteer “was accepted
immediately despite the chief’s continual
representations to [Mr. McMeekan] that
there were no openings” and that the department hired a firefighter “who was not even
on the hiring list and had not even passed the
hiring test.” The lawsuit charges that a
second firefighter was hired who likewise
did not pass the hiring test.
Mr. McMeekan further alleges that of
the five firefighters ahead of him on the
list for the volunteer department, “three
were the sons of Westfield fire officers.”
He said two “scored below [Mr.
McMeekan’s] score on fire academy exams and final class ranking.”
The plaintiff states in the lawsuit that he
“conducted videotape interviews with six
Westfield firefighters who admitted on
camera that they submitted volunteer applications after March 2002 [when Mr.
McMeekan had submitted his] and had
attained spots as volunteers soon after,
contrary to Chief Castellano’s
representations…that there were no volunteer openings.” He also alleges he was
told by the former chief to seek employment with the Springfield Fire Department, which in turn said he should stick
with the WFD volunteer list as “his chances
were better.”
The lawsuit alleges that Mr. Castellano
told Mr. McMeekan that in addition to the
entrance exam for the WFD, he “could
not benefit from ‘volunteer points’…and
‘chief points’ [that] bolstered the overall
testing scores of others.”
Mr. McMeekan alleges that he met
with Mr. Gildea in June 2004 to “discuss
his concerns that he was being sidelined
by Chief Castellano.” He charges that
“during the [Division of Civil Rights]
fact-finding,” Mr. Gildea “lied as to [Mr.
McMeekan’s] purpose” for calling Mr.
Gildea.
Mr. McMeekan said he recorded the
conversation with Mr. Gildea and alleges
that he “has direct evidence that refutes
[Mr.] Gildea’s fabrications during the
DCR fact-finding.”
When reached for comment Monday,
Mr. Gildea said, “I have a different version, of course.” He said the “complaint”
lacks “proof” as to the allegations made
against him, which he said are “kind of
malicious.” He said even if Mr.
McMeekan had become a WFD volun-

teer, there was no guarantee he would
have been named a paid member.
The town has 35 days to respond to the
complaint. Mr. Gildea said the matter would
be turned over to the Suburban Joint Insurance Fund, of which Westfield is a member, to review for eligibility of legal representation by the Fund’s attorneys.
Mr. McMeekan seeks a “judgment in
the full amount of the principal sum due
with all unpaid interest and advances,” as
well as court costs, attorney’s fees and
“any other relief the court deems equitable and just.”

DWC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mrs. Cronin said the parking token
program, through which patrons can receive free one-hour parking from businesses, has been successful. She said
11,000 tokens have been sold thus far.
The County of Union Department of
Engineering and Public Works has rejected a proposal from the town for a
pedestrian safety barricade outside the
Rialto Theater on East Broad Street.
The rejection letter, from County Engineer Thomas Mineo, stated, “The location of this fence will have the result of
trapping any pedestrians crossing midblock or disembarking from vehicles in
the travel-way of a very busy street.”
Board members argued that the county
misunderstood its proposal.
“What they’re saying doesn’t make
sense,” said Mr. Martone, adding that the
barricade is “meant to prevent that from
happening.”
“I think that this was a great idea and
everybody seemed to be in favor of it,” he
said.
“We’ve got to push back,” Mrs. Cronin
said.
Mr. Arena suggested having a county
representative view the space where the
fencing would go. DWC board members
said they plan to pursue the issue.
The board also discussed upcoming
holiday events.
Mrs. Cronin said more than 100 holiday events would occur “in and around”
downtown.
In other business, the board approved a
signage grant for Panoply, a new custom
drapes and home furnishing store at 411
South Avenue.

Westfield
Tuesday, November 14, Gail D.
Fialkowski, 24, of Springfield was arrested
at Springfield Avenue and East Broad
Street and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after police responded to
a report of a motor vehicle accident. There
were no injuries. Fialkowski later was
released to a responsible adult.
Wednesday, November 15, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Suleyman Mursaloglu, 34, of New York
was arrested at Central Avenue and Virginia Street. He was charged with hindering apprehension for allegedly giving
police a false name and date of birth and
was released with a summons.
Wednesday, November 15, Jennifer
Star, 23, of Westfield responded to
Westfield police headquarters to satisfy
an outstanding motor vehicle warrant from
Fanwood. She was released after posting
$250 bail.
Wednesday, November 15, Cornelius
Quirk, Jr., 59, of Westfield was arrested at
Prospect and East Broad Streets and charged
with DWI after he had been detained by
other unknown motorists. He later was released to a responsible individual.
Thursday, November 16, after being
stopped for motor vehicle violations,
Christopher Weber, 37, of Westfield was
arrested at the south side Westfield train
station lot and charged with DWI and
refusal to submit to an Alcotest. He was
committed on default of bail.
Thursday, November 16, Charisse Y.
Jones, 37, of Newark was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters and pursuant to a contempt of court criminal warrant
issued by Westfield. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $75 bail.
Thursday, November 16, Elaine
Reeves, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with shoplifting for allegedly
under-ringing merchandise for a value of
approximately $2,000 at a store in the 200
block of Elm Street. She was issued a
summons and released.
Thursday, November 16, Rudy
Guerrero, 25, of Woodbridge was arrested and charged with DWI and refusal
to submit to an Alcotest following a motor vehicle accident at South and Central
Avenues. There were no injuries. Guerrero
later was released with summonses.
Fanwood
Monday, November 13, police said
they recovered a vehicle on Helen Street
stolen from a Manalapan resident on
November 8. According to police, the
vehicle was processed for prints and released to the owner.
Tuesday, November 14, Michael G.
Giuliano, 31, of Edison was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Ridgefield
Park warrant following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.
Wednesday, November 15, Daniel C.
Batista, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed and outstanding
warrant out of Hillside.
Wednesday, November 15, Chad C.
Warner, 26, of West Orange was arrested
at the Fanwood Post Office following a
field investigation, which revealed an
outstanding Milltown warrant.
Wednesday, November 15, Marcia J.
Jenkins, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
after a North Avenue motor vehicle stop
revealed outstanding North Brunswick
and Franklin Township warrants.
Thursday, November 16, Raymond L.

Parker, 28, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding Union County Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Patterson Road.
Thursday, November 16, Sherry T.
Collins, 29, of Orange was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on LaGrande
Avenue, which revealed an outstanding
Newark warrant.
Thursday, November 16, Kristin J.
Boturla, 27, of Fanwood was arrested
following a field investigation on Gere
Place for an active Plainfield warrant.
Thursday, November 16, Isaac L.
Davis, 26, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road, which revealed an outstanding
South Plainfield warrant.
Friday, November 17, Steven D. Cooper, 23, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
for an outstanding Union warrant.
Saturday, November 18, Kyle D. Harvin,
30, of Westfield was arrested for numerous warrants out of the Essex County
Sheriff’s Department, the Union County
Sheriff’s Department, Scotch Plains,
Plainfield and Middletown following a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Sunday, November 19, Kathryn
Connelly, 24, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at 2:04 a.m.
Sunday, November 19, Karynn M.
Simpson-Borom, 48, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue and charged with receiving
stolen property and displaying fictitious
plates on her vehicle. An additional charge
of hindering apprehension is pending.

PBA Contract
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

than what we’ve done with any other
contract at this point,” he said.
He said a preferred provider organization (PPO) is “at least equal (to), if not
better” than a traditional insurance plan.
“The cost for the police department’s
health insurance plan is $1.1 million this
year,” Mr. Gildea said. “The town is
underwriting the cost of $5.8 million in
salary and wages.”
Mr. Lugo said because of the “pension
holiday” in 1998, when towns stopped
paying into the police and fire pension
system at the recommendation of the state,
the town is “trying to turn around and
blame that cost on the employee.”
“They (the town) were very tightlipped,” he said. “Where did that money
(saved on pensions during the pension
holiday) go? They just took that money
and used it elsewhere.”
According to a copy of a contract between neighboring Springfield and its
PBA as approved in 2003, starting officers made $28,993, with officers making
$76,000 after seven years and detectives
earning $78,410. Salaries for police officers in Fanwood range between $45,000
– the starting salary – and $96,346 for the
rank of captain.
Mr. Lugo said the community has reacted positively towards the PBA’s petition drives for support.
Yet, he said, “they (town officials) are
taking the winds out of our sails.”
Although he hopes for a settlement, Mr.
Gildea said if there are not “fruitful negotiations” on December 20, the two sides might
be heading towards binding arbitration.
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It’s the time of year when we
count our blessings and give thanks.
Needle Point Homes wishes
to acknowledge and thank
those who have been part of
our team during this past year.
It’s the spirit of cooperation
that makes us all winners.
We wish everyone a happy
and healthy holiday season.
Steve Needle
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Fanwood Holds Contract Talks
With Borough Police Union
By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Borough of
Fanwood and the Policemen’s Benevolent Association Local 123 will
hold a second contract mediation at
the end of November as negotiations

continue.
The 21 members of the police department have been working under
the previous contract, which expired
on January 1, 2006.
According to PBA delegate and
former president of Local 123, Ron

Courtesy of the Westfield Historical Society

GIVING THANKS...More than a century ago, this local family gathered to share
their joy in being together and to give thanks for their many blessings. Happy
Thanksgiving everyone from the staff of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. For
the enjoyment of those 100 years from now, we invite you to e-mail your family
Thanksgiving photo to editor@goleader.com for the archives.

Joint Panels Release Reports
to Reduce Property Taxes
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – The state’s four joint
legislative committees last week submitted 98 recommendations for reforming the state’s property tax system to Governor Jon Corzine.
“Property taxes…are the largest
single source of state and local revenues, raising approximately $20 billion annually,” the report from the Joint
Legislative Committee on Constitutional Reform and Citizens Property
Tax Constitutional Convention said.
Among the recommendations are
increasing the state retirement age to
62, limiting the state pension system
to full-time employees, requiring all
public employees to contribute towards
health-insurance premiums, banning
dual-office holdings and double-dipping on pensions, implementing a cap
on property taxes and developing a
new school-aid formula based on an
“individual district’s ability to pay.”
They recommended establishing an
office of state comptroller, moving
school board elections to November
and limiting school-budget votes to
spending plans that exceed the state
cap, eliminating “unnecessary” state
mandates on schools, establishing a
pilot program for county administration of school districts and giving
county superintendents the power to
oversee local school district administrative spending and abolishing the
New Jersey Commerce and Economic
Growth and Tourism Commission.
The Joint Legislative Committee
on Government Consolidation and
Shared Services reported that the state
has 566 municipalities, 616 school
districts and 486 local authorities and
special districts, “a system that lends
itself to redundancy and inefficiency,
which are major contributing factors
to high property taxes.”
The committee determined that
“political resistance remains a potent
barrier to consolidation and…local
officials are often least willing or able
to spearhead needed change.” The
panel said consolidation of municipal services would produce “efficiencies and cost savings.”

“School superintendents in local
districts are subject to very little oversight with respect to administrative
spending,” and the state must “eliminate duplicative administrative spending,” the committee stated.
The panel has recommended the creation of a reorganization and consolidation commission “to facilitate municipal mergers and shared services.”
The Joint Legislative Committee on
Public Employee Benefits Reform, cochaired by Senator Nick Scutari (LD22, Linden), whose district includes
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, determined that the state’s retirement systems have an “$18-billion unfounded
liability,” with State Health Benefits
Program expenditures currently at $3.6
billion annually, a number that is expected to double by the year 2010.
“A key focus of our committee was
eliminating the abuses of the retirement
system that harm both taxpayers and
honest, hard-working public employees,” Mr. Scutari said. “To that end, we
developed several reform measures
designed to curtail the ‘padding’ and
‘tacking’ that create significant unfunded liabilities and threaten the pension system’s financial stability.”
The Joint Legislative Committee on
Public Employee Benefits Reform has
recommended that part-time employees, legislators and full-time appointed
officials be removed from the state
pension and placed into some type of
contribution program.
The Joint Legislative Committee on
Public School Funding Reform estimated that in 2007, more than $10
billion of New Jersey’s $30-billion budget “will be allocated to support preschool through grade 12 education.”
The panel recommends that school
funding should be “based equally on a
district’s relative property wealth and
income.”
Westfield Superintendent of Schools
William Foley told The Westfield
Leader that his biggest concerns are
an increase in the power of county
superintendents over local district budgets and a change in how state aid is
calculated to focus on the wealth of a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greco, the PBA would like to add all
holiday stipend pay to their pension.
The current contract allows for five
days of holiday stipend pay to be
allocated toward pension, rather than
all 13-holiday stipend days.
The borough is also “looking to
change” its health insurance provider
program from the Preferred Provider
Organization (PPO)/HMO plan to a
direct access plan offered by Blue
Cross/Blue Shield.
Mr. Greco said the new plan would
apply to all members of the force,
excluding the chief, reflecting a savings of $58,000 per year for the borough.
“There is a third party looking into
this new plan,” Mr. Greco said.
The plan would increase out-ofpocket co-pays from $5 to $10 for
doctor visits. The proposed new policy
would add a third tier co-pay of $25
for special “exotic” prescription
drugs, while the present co-pays of
$5 for generic drugs and $12 for nongeneric drugs would remain the same.
Mr. Greco also said the PBA is
looking for a 4-percent annual increase over the course of the next
contract, the same annual increase
negotiated in the previous contract.
“The last offer from the town was a
3.5-percent increase. We negotiated a
4-percent increase last time without
saving the town $58,000,” he said.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
“It’s always been the position that we
don’t comment while we are in negotiation, that we take care of this (negotiation process) in closed session.
It’s down to a few issues, and we hope
for a resolution by the end of the
year.”
She said, “We are very proud of our
police department.”
Councilman Jack Molenaar, chairman of the council’s Committee on
Public Safety, has been working
closely with the PBA, along with
council members Bruce Walsh and
Joan Wheeler, said Mayor Mahr.
Unless the borough and PBA come
to an agreement next week, another
final mediation will take place in
December.
If there is no agreement finalized in
December, the negotiations will go to
arbitrator James Mastriani, Mr. Greco
said. Mr. Mastriani, who was assigned
by the New Jersey Public Employment Relations Commission (PERC),
recently ruled on the new contract
between Westfield and its firefighters
union after negotiations went into
binding arbitration. Neither side appealed the decision.

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —The renovation of the township’s municipal building is underway, with work starting
on the roof of a first-floor hallway
and major roof repairs set to get underway as soon as next week.
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the police department’s
communication center has been
moved to a trailer in the parking lot
next to the municipal building and
will remain there for “the next several
months.”
The $3.9-million project will include the replacement of the building’s
flat roof, which has been increasingly
prone to leaks in both summer and
winter weather, with a slanted roof;
the installation of a new heating and

SIXTY CENTS

Happy Thanksgiving
To You and Yours

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS...Festive wreaths adorn lampposts in Fanwood around the train
station in anticipation of the holiday season that follows Thanksgiving.

Marks, Glover, Strauss Vow
To Work for Bi-Partisan Council
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Both sides
in Scotch Plains appear ready to set
aside their differences after a contentious campaign for township council,
with Democratic Councilman-elect
Kevin Glover expressing his belief
that Democrats and Republicans “will
agree more than not” on issues like
property taxes, senior-citizen matters
and ballfield development.
Mr. Glover was the top vote-getter
on Election Day when he and running
mate Jeffrey Strauss won two seats
on the five-member governing body,
giving the Democrats their first representation on the council in four
years. Republican Councilwoman
Nancy Malool won re-election to a
second term.
Mr. Glover told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times he believes the five
council members will be able to work
together once the new term begins in
January. “This can’t be about partisanship. It has to be about the township,” he said.
“We clearly had our differences” in
the campaign, he said. “But our differences should be worked out together.” He said he and Mr. Strauss
want to be “consensus-builders” but
added that they “have strong ideas

Renovation Work Begins
At SP Municipal Building
By FRED T. ROSSI

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

air conditioning system; the addition
of a second floor above the police
station at the rear of the building to
provide the “now-cramped” facility
with additional office and storage
space and improvements to the
building’s façade so that it blends in
better with the colonial décor of other
downtown buildings, he said.
Mr. Atkins said that early next year,
the large heating and ventilation units
on top of the roof of the 33-year-old
building will be removed so that replacement of the roof can begin in
earnest. He said he expects that the
entire renovation will be complete
sometime in mid-2007.
Meanwhile, Mr. Atkins told The
Times that municipal officials are continuing to talk with county officials
about a possible deer-reduction program this winter in the Ashbrook
Reservation. Earlier this year a pro-

about where we need action.” One is
“how we spend our money,” which
Mr. Glover called “my main issue.”
Deliberations of the 2007 township
budget will begin in earnest soon
after the new year, and the incoming
Democrat said he wants to “identify
potential savings” so that taxpayers
“are getting the biggest bang for their
buck.”
Republican Mayor Martin Marks,
a frequent target of Democratic cam-

paign literature, told The Times he
doesn’t “expect there to be any problems ahead. I’ve served on unanimous Republican councils, I’ve
served in a minority and I’ve served
on split councils. I’ve seen it all. The
process works,” said the mayor, who
is finishing his 10th year on the council. “I think we’ll be fine.”
He said he has “reached out to both
Democrats and invited them to sit
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SPF-BOE Discusses Tax
Relief and Funding Formula
By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes presented
the revised district goals for the 20062007 school year to the board of education at the board’s monthly agenda
meeting on Thursday, November 16.
The board discussed the goals, which
are divided into three main improvement areas involving student achievement, facilities and technology applications.
Meeting the No Child Left Behind
benchmarks and improved parent/
teacher communication through the
Internet/e-mail system were also listed
as goals under these areas of need. The
final draft will be discussed and voted
on at the board’s next regular monthly
meeting on November 30.
The New Jersey Department of
Education (NJDOE) mandates that
boards of education update their district goals periodically. A long-range
plan for SP-F will be discussed in
January and developed in the spring
of 2007, Ms. Hayes said. Board members also discussed the need to evaluate a long-range plan for facilities
upgrades after they receive an updated demographics report, which is
expected in the near future.
Board members Linda Nelson and
Donald Parisi reported on the status
of the legislative task forces commissioned to review property tax reform.
Ms. Nelson reported that they would
not know how the committees’ findings would impact the district until
the committees publish a more de-

tailed funding formula.
The new funding formula being
proposed by the school funding task
force could result in a monetary loss
for the district, as monies are redistributed to more middle-class districts, Ms. Nelson said.
And the new formula may eliminate Abbott Districts in favor of having the money follow children as they
move from district to district, Mr.
Parisi explained.
Mr. Parisi said that among the recommendations was a cap on school
spending with an allotted adjustment
for increased enrollments. The consolidation of districts into countywide
districts was not widely supported,
Mr. Parisi reported. However, that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Holiday
Celebration Set Dec. 3
FANWOOD — The annual
Fanwood holiday celebration will take
place on Sunday, December 3, from 3
to 5 p.m. at the North Avenue Train
Station in Fanwood. The public is
invited to enjoy an afternoon of music, holiday crafts and refreshments.
There is no charge.
The celebration starts at 3 p.m.
with the arrival of Santa Claus. Children can visit Santa and have their
picture taken with him. Contests will
be held with prizes for the winners.
The celebration concludes with the
lighting of the Fanwood Christmas
tree on the train station lawn. The
event is sponsored by the Fanwood
Recreation Department.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP to Hold Holiday
Celebration Dec. 3

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MCGINN…Staff and students at McGinn School recently celebrated the school’s 40th anniversary
with a parade, left, as these youngsters, right, sport the school’s lettered shirts and birthday hats. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School marching band and local officials took part in the November 14 celebration.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Business and Professional
Association and Scotch Plains Recreation Department will sponsor
the annual town holiday celebration on Sunday, December 3, from
2 to 5 p.m. on the Alan Augustine
Village Green, located on the side
of the Municipal Building on Park
Avenue.
Activities will include horsedrawn carriage rides (for a fee), a
petting zoo, pony rides, an ice sculpture and the arrival of Santa at 3
p.m. Santa will visit with children
until 5 p.m. in the gazebo. Parents
are encouraged to bring cameras.
The lights will be lit on the Village Green at 5 p.m.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD PROGRESS...Construction work on South Avenue in downtown
Fanwood across from the train station proceeds with earnest.
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IMAGINE...Visitors admire the artwork of the late ex-Beatle John Lennon at
“Come Together,” a touring exhibit. Mr. Lennon’s widow Yoko Ono’s West Palm
Beach, FL-based production company Legacy Productions and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation sponsored the event, which raised about $3,000 for the
Children’s Specialized Hospital Foundation. See story on page 18.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Discusses State Proposals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

idea might be attempted in one county
for evaluation. Giving county superintendents more authority over spending was also being considered.
Ms. Nelson added that there was
not a lot of discussion on where the
money will come from. In her opinion, there should have been a fifth
task force commissioned to look at
the state’s spending patterns, she said.
The committees will now propose
bills incorporating some of their recommendations. The complete reports
of each committee can be viewed on
the web at www.njleg.state.nj.us.
The board approved acceptance of
the annual Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) grant.
This allows the district to accept
state monies to fund various aspects
of the district’s special education
program. The board also approved a
resolution proclaiming the week of
November 13 to 17 as American
Education Week, honoring the im-

portance of maintaining a quality
school district.
The Title I Parent Involvement
Policy was approved on first reading.
It will be reintroduced for second
reading at the next meeting. A copy of
the policy can be viewed at the board
office and on their web site http://
www.spfk12.org/. The policy is
geared for parents of No Child Left
Behind students who might benefit
from supplemental support. The
policy includes parents’ rights to access to information and to meet with
teachers, among other things.
The board will hear a report submitted by SP-F High School Principal David Heisey on revisions to the
high school’s program of studies at
their next monthly meeting.
The next regular monthly meeting
of the board of education will be held
on Thursday, November 30, at 7:30
p.m. in the district’s administration
offices at the Evergreen School.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GAME PANIC…A line waits outside of Best Buy on Route 22 in Union last
Thursday afternoon. The line started to form on Tuesday, some 60 hours prior to
the Playstation 3 release that Friday at midnight.

Westfield
Tuesday, November 14, Gail D.
Fialkowski, 24, of Springfield was arrested at Springfield Avenue and East
Broad Street and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after police
responded to a report of a motor vehicle accident. There were no injuries.
Fialkowski later was released to a responsible adult.
Wednesday, November 15, after
being stopped for motor vehicle violations, Suleyman Mursaloglu, 34, of
New York was arrested at Central
Avenue and Virginia Street. He was
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly giving police a false
name and date of birth and was released with a summons.
Wednesday, November 15, Jennifer Star, 23, of Westfield responded to
Westfield police headquarters to satisfy an outstanding motor vehicle
warrant from Fanwood. She was released after posting $250 bail.
Wednesday, November 15, Cornelius
Quirk, Jr., 59, of Westfield was arrested
at Prospect and East Broad Streets and
charged with DWI after he had been
detained by other unknown motorists.
He later was released to a responsible
individual.
Thursday, November 16, after being stopped for motor vehicle violations, Christopher Weber, 37, of
Westfield was arrested at the south
side Westfield train station lot and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit to an Alcotest. He was committed
on default of bail.
Thursday, November 16, Charisse
Y. Jones, 37, of Newark was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters and pursuant to a contempt of court criminal
warrant issued by Westfield. She was
transported to Westfield police headquarters, processed and released after
posting $75 bail.
Thursday, November 16, Elaine
Reeves, 23, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with shoplifting for allegedly under-ringing merchandise
for a value of approximately $2,000
at a store in the 200 block of Elm
Street. She was issued a summons
and released.
Thursday, November 16, Rudy
Guerrero, 25, of Woodbridge was arrested and charged with DWI and
refusal to submit to an Alcotest following a motor vehicle accident at
South and Central Avenues. There
were no injuries. Guerrero later was
released with summonses.
Fanwood
Monday, November 13, police said
they recovered a vehicle on Helen
Street stolen from a Manalapan resident on November 8. According to
police, the vehicle was processed for
prints and released to the owner.
Tuesday, November 14, Michael
G. Giuliano, 31, of Edison was arrested and charged with an outstanding Ridgefield Park warrant following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill

Road.
Wednesday, November 15, Daniel
C. Batista, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue, which revealed and
outstanding warrant out of Hillside.
Wednesday, November 15, Chad
C. Warner, 26, of West Orange was
arrested at the Fanwood Post Office
following a field investigation, which
revealed an outstanding Milltown
warrant.
Wednesday, November 15, Marcia
J. Jenkins, 25, of Plainfield was arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on North Avenue, which revealed
outstanding warrants out of North
Brunswick and Franklin Township.
Thursday, November 16, Raymond
L. Parker, 28, of Linden was arrested
on an outstanding Union County
Sheriff’s Department no-bail warrant
following a motor vehicle stop on
Patterson Road.
Thursday, November 16, Sherry T.
Collins, 29, of Orange was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue, which revealed an
outstanding Newark warrant.
Thursday, November 16, Kristin J.
Boturla, 27, of Fanwood was arrested
following a field investigation on Gere
Place for an active Plainfield warrant.
Thursday, November 16, Isaac L.
Davis, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road, which revealed an outstanding South Plainfield warrant.
Friday, November 17, Steven D.
Cooper, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue for an outstanding
Union warrant.
Saturday, November 18, Kyle D.
Harvin, 30, of Westfield was arrested
for numerous warrants out of the Essex
County Sheriff’s Department, the
Union County Sheriff’s Department,
Scotch Plains, Plainfield and
Middletown following a motor vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.
Sunday, November 19, Kathryn
Connelly, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
2:04 a.m.
Sunday, November 19, Karynn M.
Simpson-Borom, 48, of Scotch Plains
was arrested following a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue and charged
with receiving stolen property and displaying fictitious plates on her vehicle. An additional charge of hindering apprehension is pending.
Help Build a Better Community
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

NEXT STOP...Northside Trattoria owner Chris Boyle and Leslie, the bartender,
point to the genuine subway sign that hangs in the restaurant. New York Yankee
closer Mariano Rivera autographed the sign when he was in Westfield last
Monday.

Panel Reports on Taxes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

community. He said Westfield would
stand to lose all of its $4 million in aid.
“I tell Westfield parents this could
have an enormous impact on
Westfield…This is fairly serious stuff,”
he said. “These recommendations could
be enacted as early as December.”
Mr. Foley said rather than changing the state funding formula, he

SP Projects
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gram was conducted using a private
contractor for nearly two weeks in an
effort to reduce the herd to about 20
deer per square mile, as opposed to the
nearly 100 per square mile observed in
a census taken two years ago.
According to township officials,
the state government had “balked” at
approving the township’s application
for a special deer-management permit because Trenton officials favored
allowing open hunting in the reservation, much of which abuts residential
neighborhoods. County and local officials protested the idea, and they
eventually found a bureaucratic way
around the state’s desires by utilizing
the private contractor who oversaw
qualified professional hunters working during limited hours.
Mr. Atkins said his “gut feeling”
was that the state might not approve a
new deer-management permit application for this winter because Trenton’s
stance remains the same as a year ago.
Mr. Atkins said he would continue to
speak with the township council and
county officials about the options as
the winter months approach.
After a hiatus due to the State
League of Municipalities convention
last week, the council was set to meet
Tuesday night after press deadline,
with Police Chief Brian Mahoney
expected to brief council members on
some outstanding traffic issues.

would support a “broad-based” statewide property tax.
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) said the four committees
failed to address what Republicans feel
is the biggest problem in Trenton –
spending. He told The Leader the state’s
tax system should be changed “based
on public policy,” not politics.
“I have very grave concerns that
most of the recommendations are politically based,” he said.
Mr. Bramnick said he would like to
see “forensic accountants” review
spending of state departments. He
said New Jersey taxpayers would be
more likely to understand tax increases if they felt their government
was being run efficiently.
“But they (taxpayers) know it’s (tax
dollars) being wasted,” he said.
When asked if the GOP would develop an alternative plan, Mr.
Bramnick said Republicans have already unveiled a proposal that would
cut spending “by billions.”
“That’s our plan,” he said.

Bi-Partisan
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with [him] to talk about that they
might expect” once they take office.
The mayor said he has invited Mr.
Glover and Mr. Strauss to attend the
council’s conference meeting as well.
Looking ahead to 2007, Mayor
Marks said the big issue would be the
township budget. “A lot of what we
do hinges upon the discussions in
Trenton on property tax reform,” he
said. Some of the reform proposals
were released last week, but the mayor
said that “the devil is in the details.”
And whatever reform is ultimately
enacted will have “a direct impact on
taxes in Scotch Plains,” especially if
it results in increased state aid to the
municipal government and the board
of education.
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It’s the time of year when we
count our blessings and give thanks.
Needle Point Homes wishes
to acknowledge and thank
those who have been part of
our team during this past year.
It’s the spirit of cooperation
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and healthy holiday season.
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CENTRAL CARPET • CLASSIC DRYWALL • CLASSIC HARDWOOD FLOORS • CLEM’S ORNAMENTAL IRON WORKS

HUSTON LUMBER & SUPPLY COMPANY • J & M LANDSCAPING • KASLER ASSOCIATES • KAUFMAN STAIRS
LASS IRRIGATION • MARCY LAZAR • LIBERTY DECORATING & PAINTING • M & A TREE SERVICE • M.J. & SONS CONSTRUCTION
MAJOR MILLS • MILL DIRECT • MOSKAL TILE • LOU PORCHETTA INC. • PORTUGUESE MASON • PROTEX TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
QUALITY INSULATION • ROOTS HOME INSPECTION • JAYNE SANFORD • SOUTH AMBOY PLUMBING SUPPLY CORPORATION • SUNNYSIDE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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Alternative Parties File
Suit on NJ Election Laws

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

Allen Says Dems Want
To Cut Senior Rebates

eled extensively in the last few years
even though the state has banned statefunded travel since 2004.

State Senator Diane Allen (LD-7,
Burlington) said in a press release
published on politicsnj.com that she
is “deeply troubled” by the Joint Legislative Committee on Constitutional
Reform and a Citizens Convention
report released November 15, which
she said states that New Jersey’s seniors could lose their senior rebate
checks and have them replaced by a
lesser amount next year.
Ms. Allen said, “New Jersey’s seniors should not be targeted by the
state’s Democrat leadership in order
to find a way to save money. For far too
long, New Jersey has been rapidly
becoming a place where seniors cannot afford to live and enjoy their retirement years. While the Democrats have
stated that the rebates ‘could’ be replaced with property tax credits, I do
not believe this is the proper way to
go…The fact that the Democrats are
making a switcheroo has me concerned
that they have their eyes set on ultimately phasing out any kind of a break
at all for our elderly.”

Will Stender Challenge
Scutari for State Senate?

Kenny to Allen:
‘Don’t Scare Seniors’
State Senate Majority Leader Bernard Kenny, Jr. (LD-33, Hoboken),
co-chair of the Joint Legislative Committee on Constitutional Reform and
Citizens Convention, called Sen.
Diane Allen’s statement “absolutely
irresponsible.”
“The most immediate message that
has to be conveyed to seniors is that
Senator Allen is dead wrong in her
statements about seniors having their
rebates jeopardized,” Mr. Kenny said.
“Hopefully, Senator Allen will recover
from her misstatement by finding the
decency to withdraw her statement
because it is totally false on its face
and a disservice to senior citizens.”

BPU Commissioner
Failed to Get Clearance
The Gannett State Bureau reported
last week that Board of Public Utilities
(BPU) Commissioner Connie Hughes
failed to seek approval from Governor
Jon Corzine’s administration before
attending the annual convention of the
National Association of Regulatory
Utility Commissioners in Miami. Although Ms. Hughes paid for the trip
herself and used her vacation days, a
spokesman for Gov. Corzine said Ms.
Hughes should have sought approval
before attending the conference.
Gannett said its investigation found
that BPU commissioners have trav-

The Inside Edge column on
politicsnj.com speculated last week
that given her near upset of Rep.
Mike Ferguson and the defeat of Linden Mayor John Gregorio, Democratic Assemblywoman Linda Stender
of Fanwood might seek to challenge
State Senator Nick Scutari of Linden
for his State Senate seat in next June’s
Primary. Aides to Mrs. Stender reportedly said the legislator has no
intention of challenging Mr. Scutari –
with whom she served on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
– and was more likely to run against
Mr. Ferguson again in 2008, a Presidential election year.

NJ Dems Seek
House Chairmanships
With Democrats taking the majority
in Congress this January, New Jersey
Reps. Frank Pallone (D-Monmouth)
and Donald Payne (D-Newark) could
receive subcommittee chairmanships.
Mr. Pallone is said to be eying chairmanship of the health Subcommittee
of the Committee on Energy and Commerce. Mr. Payne is looking to chair
the Subcommittee on Africa and Global Human Rights. Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-Harlem, NY) will be the
new chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee, which deals
with economic policy, international
trade, welfare, Social Security, Medicare and health care policy.

Summit Taxpayer
Meeting Set Dec. 14
SUMMIT — The Summit Taxpayers Association will hold a reorganization meeting at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 14 at the home of Mr.
Ed Vant, Jr., Wellington Place Condominiums, 90 New England Avenue,
No. 7, Summit. Mr. Vant is the new
president of the association, replacing Mr. Bob Wolfenbarger. The public is invited.
According to the website
summittaxpayers.org, the association
is a “non-partisan, non-profit, all-volunteer organization whose purpose is
to monitor the use of taxes, initiate
action to reduce excessive taxation,
eliminate wasteful government spending, and encourage the wise and common sense use of taxes at all levels of
government.”
For more information, please send
an e-mail to edvantjr@aol.com.
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TICKET TO RIDE...NJ Transit has dedicated its first multilevel rail cars to nine
communities its rail lines serve. The trains will debut to commuters on the Northeast
Corridor line on December 11. A new mutilevel rail car is pictured above; inset, the
new cars feature two-by-two seats designed for improved comfort and support.

NJ Transit Dedicates New
Multilevel Rail Cars
SUMMIT — NJ Transit dedicated
its first multilevel rail cars to nine communities served by the state’s commuter rail system, including Summit. It
also dedicated rail cars to Trenton,
Hamilton, West Windsor, Edison,
Rahway, Woodbridge and Elizabeth in
a ceremony held last week during the
League of Municipalities gathering at
the Atlantic City Convention Center.
Each of the 234 multilevel cars will
display a commemorative plaque in
honor of a community served by the
rail network as they are delivered
over the next two years.
“These municipalities recognize the
importance of public transportation,
both to their own residents and to
New Jersey as a whole,” said Assemblyman John Wisniewski, chairman

Red Cross, WF Rec.
Call on Seniors for Drill
WESTFIELD – The American Red
Cross Chapter and the Westfield Recreation Department seek senior citizens to participate in a disaster drill to
be held on Saturday, December 9
from 9 a.m to 1 p.m. Seniors should
report by 10 a.m. The drill is titled
“Disaster does not take a holiday.”
The Red Cross will simulate a disaster involving the senior citizens and
set up a shelter at the Municipal Building Community Room. After the drill,
the Red Cross will provide a hot meal
and hold a brief seminar for participants to better assist them in understanding how to react to a disaster and
how to be ready for any disaster that
may become a part of their lives.
The Red Cross and the recreation
department said the cooperative effort “is sure to be an educational and
valuable event for everyone involved.”
Anyone interested can call the recreation department at (908) 789-4080
to pre-register.

of the Transportation and Public
Works Committee.
The first multilevel train is scheduled to make its debut for customers
on December 11 with a trip on the
Northeast Corridor from Trenton to
New York Penn Station.
“In a time of record-high ridership
levels, these cars will represent a new
level of capacity and convenience for
our customers,” New Jersey Transportation Commissioner Kris Kolluri said.
“The fleet of multilevel rail cars is
a critical step to provide near-term
capacity relief while we work to build
the Trans-Hudson Express Tunnel,”
NJ Transit Executive Director George
Warrington said. “This investment
will provide the capacity to meet
growing ridership and relieve congestion on our roads and highways.”
These cars stand out from our
single-level rail cars in a number of
ways,” said NJ Transit board member
Flora Castillo, who hosted the ceremony. “Along with an array of customer-inspired amenities, they are the
first NJ Transit cars to offer a two-bytwo seating configuration that eliminates the middle seat.”
The multilevel cars offer 15-20
percent more seating capacity than
the latest generation of single-level
cars, enabling NJ Transit to accommodate more customers within the
confines of existing infrastructure that
is approaching its practical capacity.
As the new cars are delivered and
tested, the multilevel fleet will be used
for additional service and to replace
some single-level cars on NJ Transit’s
busiest rail lines — the Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast Line and
Midtown Direct service on the Morris
& Essex and Montclair-Boonton lines.
Customers participated in the design
of the new rail cars. A customer team
composed of 14 commuters worked
with the manufacturer to provide feedback on interior design, onboard amenities, seat design and color and fabric
selection. Their participation included
a September 2003 trip to a Montreal
manufacturing plant for a firsthand inspection of a mock-up of the car.
More than any other feature, the
cars’ seats received considerable attention from the customer design
team, which recommended modifications to improve comfort and lumbar support. Their decision to make
the seat backs stationary yielded more
legroom without reducing capacity.
Each car features high-tech automated public address systems and
LED destination screens to keep customers informed.
The vestibules and restrooms have
anti-skid flooring to prevent slips.
The 68-ton stainless steel cars were
custom designed to match the profile
of the 100-year-old Amtrak-owned
Hudson River tunnels. The cars are
able to serve both high-level and lowlevel platform stations.
Every system and component of
the new cars has been rigorously tested
at the manufacturing plant, at the
Transportation Technology Center
test track in Pueblo, Colorado and on
all electrified segments of the NJ Transit rail system.
“Testing is going well and we’re on
schedule to introduce multilevel service next month,” said NJ Transit Executive Director George Warrington.
“Four of the prototype cars logged
40,000 miles on the test tracks in Colorado at speeds of up to 135 miles per
hour. In addition, the cars we have on
hand have been subjected to a multitude of tests during 20,000 miles of
operation on NJ Transit tracks, with
tests covering everything from braking
to clearance, acceleration, electrical
systems, communications and doors.”

NEWARK — New Jersey’s three
alternative political parties – the Green
Party, Conservative Party and Libertarian Party – have filed a lawsuit
against the State, the State Division
of Elections and the Attorney General regarding state election laws,
which they say discriminate against
independent-party candidates.
The lawsuit, filed in Superior Court
in Mercer County, seeks to declare
the state’s definition of political parties unconstitutional for purposes of
campaign finance and lobbying, to
strike down restrictions on ballot petitioning by out-of-district petitioners, to require the inclusion of the
Conservative Party on the state’s voter
declaration forms and to require a
unified set of rules for updating the
forms as alternative parties qualify or
fail to qualify for inclusion.
According to a lawsuit served on
October 30 by New Jersey Appleseed
Public Interest Law Center and Emery Celli Brinkerhoff & Abady LLC,
counsel for the three parties, New
Jersey’s statutory scheme places a
hurdle, “the most restrictive of all 50
states,” on political parties seeking
official state recognition.
“That recognition...exempts the
dominant Democrat and Republican
parties from further restrictions involving access to voter registration,
campaign financing and access to legislators,” a November 14 press release said.
“New Jersey election law is patently discriminatory against our clients,” said Renee Steinhagen, executive director of New Jersey Appleseed,
“so much so that we believe it is
unconstitutional under both the federal and New Jersey constitutions.”
The release said they the state’s
definition dates back to 1920. New
Jersey law defines a “political party”
as a party that attains 10 percent of the

total vote cast in state assembly races.
“No other state in the Union has
such a restrictive definition of ‘political party,’” said Richard Winger, editor of Ballot Access News. “Some
states provide for qualification of
political parties by registration totals
or petitioning. Of those that use a
percentage of the vote, the majority
use 5 percent or less. Of the few that
use more than 5 percent, all but New
Jersey use a statewide race, such as
the races for governor or president.”
“This effort seeks judicial relief to
overcome barriers created by two parties sustaining their monopoly begun
in 1920 via the New Jersey Legislature under their control,” said George
DeCarlo, Green Party chairman.
The three state’s alternative parties
said they are seeking recognition to
“level the playing field.”
“Our clients are political parties
under the common law,” said Eric
Hecker, co-counsel with Emery Celli
Brinkerhoff & Abady LLC.
“By any reasonable standard, the
Libertarians, Conservatives and
Greens are political parties, yet New
Jersey sees no difference between
them and political action committees,” Mr. Hecker said.
“We’re not looking for special treatment,” said Ken Chazotte, state chairman of the Libertarian Party. “We
want to level the playing field by
ending ‘affirmative action’ for Democrats and Republicans.”
The state created a party-affiliation
declaration form that included a number of alternative political parties after it lost a 2001 lawsuit that challenged state law restricting registration of party affiliation to Democrats
and Republicans. Because it did not
participate in the 2001 lawsuit, the
Conservative Party was not added to
the list. The party said it wants to
remedy that.

Your IRS News

Tax Refunds Are Due
To Area Individuals
Gregg Semanick, Local IRS Office, Springfield

SPRINGFIELD –The Internal Revenue Service is looking for 2,881 New
Jersey taxpayers who can claim their
share of undeliverable refund checks
totaling approximately $3 million. The
IRS can reissue the checks, which
average $1,054, after taxpayers correct or update their addresses with the
IRS. In some cases, a taxpayer has
more than one check waiting.
Refunds are due for the following
individuals of last known address in the
service area of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times:
Springfield
Menlow, David L
Mobley, Michael
Rosado Vazquez, Maritza
Daly, William F
Westfield
Gomez, Armando
Gysen, Ted
Summit
Apgar, Andrew
Bechelli, Steve & Susan
Figueroa, C & M
Gutierrez-Figueroa
Karunanayake, Punar Jeeva
Martinez, Carlos
Berkeley Heights
Santamaria, Melvin
Warren
Trinka, Vincent J
Durante, Mark
Shilova, Anastasia
Cranford
Buonaguro, Michael J
Carotenuto, George A
Fekete, Nikolas
Gansel, Gregory L
Rupy, Michael W
Suggs, Lula M
Kenilworth
Calabrese, Justin
Flores, Gaspar
Tenessaca, Maria R
Garwood
Kadesh, Sandra
Vargas, Henry & Delores
Clark
Adams, Martyn D
Espina, Gretel
Nationally, there are 95,746 taxpayers with undeliverable refunds,
totaling approximately $92.2 million
with an average refund of $963.
“Every year, many taxpayers miss
their refunds because they move without notifying the IRS or Postal Service of a change of address,” IRS
Commissioner Mark Everson said.

“For those missing their check, the
IRS is making it easier than ever for
taxpayers to update their information
and claim their refunds.”
Taxpayers can use the “Where’s
My Refund?” feature on the home
page of the IRS.gov website to learn
the status of their refunds. To use it, a
taxpayer must enter a Social Security
number, filing status (such as single
or married filing jointly) and the refund amount shown on the taxpayer’s
2005 tax return. When the information is submitted, “Where’s My Refund?” will display the status of a
refund and, in some cases, provide
instructions on how to resolve potential account issues.
Taxpayers can access a telephone
version of “Where’s My Refund?” by
calling 1-800-829-1954.
Those who do not have access to
the Internet and think they may be
missing a refund should first check
their records or contact their tax
preparer, then call the IRS toll-free
assistance line at 1-800-829-1040 to
update their address.

CPA’s to Hold Tax
Seminar Dec. 2
GARWOOD — the Union County
Chapter of the NJ Society of CPAs
will present its 45th Annual Tax Seminar on Saturday, December 2 from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Westwood in
Garwood. Registration and breakfast
begin at 7 a.m.
Howard Bookbinder will provide an
IRS update, and Alan Preis will speak
on NJ tax changes. Alan Drucker will
discuss IRS criminal investigations, and
Martin Davidoff will speak on tools
and strategies for navigating the IRS.
The Chapter will sponsor a toy/
food drive in conjunction with the
seminar. Attendees are asked to bring
an unwrapped, unopened toy or nonperishable food item. All donations
will be sent to the Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.
The seminar fee is $95 for NJSCPA
members who register on or before
November 23. The fee is $105 for
non-members and for members who
register afterwards. November 23.
The seminar qualifies for five hours
of CPE credit in taxation. For additional information, call (973) 2264494 or visit njscpa.org/union.
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Prices effective through Dec. 5.
Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

SELECTIONS
ShopRite Wines & Spirits has always been synonymous with great prices, variety and
service. We carry the finest wines for the most discriminating palate at impressive prices.

Casa Lapostolle Clos Apalta 2003

92

Clos Apalta is the ultimate expression of Casa Lapostolle's
dedication to quality made from the best grapes from our Apalta
vineyard. This wine, not produced every year, is a blend
of Merlot, Carmenere, and Cabernet Sauvignon
$
from 60-100 year old pre-phylloxera vines.

92

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

94

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

91

WINE
SPECTATOR
POINTS

59.99

Ornellaia 2003
Subtle aromas of currant, coffee and blackberry, yet
rather coarse on the palate just now. Full-bodied, with
velvety tannins and a long, long finish. Needs some time
$
to mellow.

99.99

Darioush Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
An exciting 2003. Ripe, rich and vibrant, with juicy plum,
currant and blackberry flavors that are supple and harmonious,
revealing layers of fruit complexity and finishing with a
$
long, lingering aftertaste. Drink now through 2012.

54.99

Guigal Côte Rôtie Brune et Blonde 2001
Delicious. Smooth and packed with sweet fruit; elegant and racy,
delivering layers of rose petals, mocha, raspberries, black currants,
smoke and mineral.Full-bodied, the finish seduces with its balance.
Tempting now, but will improve with age.
$
Drink now through 2015.

VINTAGE
RATING
SCALE:

49.99

Guigal
Chateauneuf du Pape 2003

Penfolds Bin 407
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003

"The 2003 Chateanueaf du Pape has
the potential to be the finest Guigal
has produced. It possesses a deep
ruby/purple color as well as a sweet
nose of new saddle leather, garrigue,
pepper, kirsch, and blackberries. Dense,
full-bodied, and tasty." Robert Parker
Wine Advocate.

Ripe and rich, with a supple core of
currant and dried blueberry flavor
that lingers effectively against
refined tannins. A hint of gaminess
weaves around edges, but the finish and the style has immense
appeal.

Robert Parker: 90

$29.99

D’Arenberg
Laughing Magpie 2004
The impressive 2004 Laughing
Magpie Shiraz/Viognier (94% of the
former and 6% of the latter) is a flamboyant, exuberant, deep ruby/purplecolored effort exhibiting plenty of
sweet blackberry and cassis intermixed with touches of marmalade
and honeysuckle. Nearly over the
top, should drink well for 7-8 years.

Robert Parker: 92

$18.99

Allegrini
Amarone 2001
A superclean, juicy Amarone, with
concentrated dried black fruit and
a well-concealed, smooth oak
note. Full-bodied, with fine tannins
that give the palate an elegant
poise and prolong the fruity finish.
Classy and refined, with a long
finish. Drink now through 2012.

Wine Spectator: 93

$49.99

Villa Maria
Sauvignon Blanc 2005
Zingy, juicy, lively with citrusy
acidity, offering strong mineral
character and something reminiscent of sea water-bring on the
oysters!-along with quince and
lemon zest flavors that persist on
the finish. Drink now.
Wine Spectator: 91
$14.99

SPECIAL

$18.99

Wine Spectator: 90

Robert Mondavi
Oakville
Cabernet Sauvignon 2003
Ratcheting up the level of concentration, structure, and intensity is the 2003
Cabernet Sauvignon Oakville. It offers
a dense ruby/purple color as well as a
perfume of creme de cassis, charcoal,
smoky wood, spice box, and black tea.
This medium to full-bodied, tightly-knit,
moderately tannic Cabernet possesses
a sweet mid-palate, and beautiful purity, texture, and depth. It should be at its
finest between 2007-2020.

$34.99

Robert Parker: 93

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Canoe Ridge
Chardonnay 2004
''A fruit-centered wine, this sings
with pear, grapefruit and peach
aromas and flavors, perched
enticingly on a lithe frame, with
subdued oak notes lingering on
the periphery. It’s the texture,
though, that makes it so
attractive, polished and refined.''

Wine Spectator: 92

$17.99

OF THE MONTH

Chateau Ste. Michelle
Eroica Riesling 2005

Etude Carneros
Pinot Noir 2004

Lovely aromas display white flowers,
spices, and linden. On the palate,
this light to med. bodied effort reveals
superb focus in its pure, harmonious
personality. Spices, minerals, linden,
and chamomile make up this
seamless wine’s character.
Wine Spectator: 90
$17.99

Good bright red-ruby. Perfumed
aromas of raspberry and loamy
earth; sweet Burgundian funk.
Intensely flavored, with pure flavors
of raspberry and violet. A slight
wildness to the berry fruit but little
of the candied character apparent
in many North Coast pinots from
the 2004. Finishes firm and bright

Wine Spectator: 90

$34.99

Cimbolo Poggio Bertaio
Sangiovese 2001

Compact and yeasty, bread dough
and grapefruit flavors backed by
verve and a chalky texture. It has a
fine mousse and a lingering finish.
Good power derived from the Pinot
base. Drink now through 2010.

Fragrant red currant and wild cherry nose with ample notes of tar
and oak spices, is forceful and
sustained in flavor, concentrated
and balanced. A very fresh tar and
mineral finish which supplements
the important presence of sweet
and silky fruit.

$39.99

Beringer
Knight’s Valley
Cabernet Sauvignon 2002

Wine Advocate: 91

$24.99

Le Caniette
Nero di Vite 2001

Deep ruby/purple color, wonderful,
straightforward licorice-infused
black currant fruit with a hint of
smoke. Outstanding purity, depth,
and ripeness in an open-knit, fruit
driven but deep style. Should
drink well for 10-12 years.
Wine Advocate: 90
$19.99

The Montepulciano is very potent
and penetrating on the nose, smoky,
spicy, and jammy, and the dense,
mouthfilling flavors and lengthy, velvety finish promise another decade
of highly pleasurable drinking.
Drink now through 2016.

Wine Advocate: 92

$24.99

Brunello di
Montalcino

Ciacci Piccolomini “Pianrosso”
Brunello di Montalcino 2001
This is gorgeous with seductive cedar, tobacco,
berry and Indian spices on the nose. Medium
to full-bodied, with fine tannins and a tobacco,
coffee, and
berryParker:
aftertaste.
Robert
90 Refined.
Wine Spectator: 92
$44.99

Camigliano

Grand Estate Merlot 2003

Brunello di Montalcino 2001

Supple, ripe and seductive, a plush wine with
gorgeous plum, blackberry, currant and hints
of exotic spice swirling through the round,
generous finish. Drink now through 2010.

Intense aromas of spice, berry and raisin with
hints of violets. Full-bodied and very chewy
with lots of tannis and a medium-finish. Very
foursquare and structured. Perfect for game,
steaks, roasted meats and mature cheeses.

$9.99

Stephen Tanzer: 91

Bollinger Special Cuvee
Brut Champagne NV

Columbia Crest

Wine Spectator: 90

95-100 . . . . . . . Classic
90-94 . . . . Outstanding
85-89 . . . . . Very Good
80-84 . . . . . . . . . Good
70-79 . . . . . . . Average
60-69. . . Below Average

Wine Spectator: 91

$39.99

Wine Spectator: 90

Argiano
Brunello di Montalcino 2001
Intense aromas of fresh raspberry and
sliced mushroom. Full-bodied, with
chewy tannins. Long and structured.

Wine Spectator: 92

$39.99

Prices & products featured are available only at these ShopRite Wines & Spirits stores:
Caldwell

Fair Lawn

Little Falls

Parsippany

Westfield

478 Bloomfield Ave. . . . . . .973-226-8400

35-07 Broadway . . . . . . . . .201-796-2398

171 Browertown Rd. . . . . . .973-256-5551

772 Rt. 46 Arlington Plaza .973-299-0555

333 South Ave. . . . . . . . . . . . .908-232-8700

Chester

Freehold

Neptune

Rochelle Park

120 US Hwy. 206 South . . .908-879-5352

3585 Hwy. 9 & South St. . .732-294-8660

2200 Hwy. 66 & Roller Rd. .732-775-8653

220 West Passaic St. . . . . . . .201-843-4946

Englewood

Lincoln Park

Paramus

Rockaway

55 Nathaniel Place . . . . . . .201-816-8266

60 Beaverbrook Rd. Beaverbrook Mall . . . .973-694-4420

224 Rt. 4 East & Forest Ave.201-843-7283

439 Rt. 46 East . . . . . . . . . . . .973-366-9844

We Accept:
®

Debit
Card

Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J., (973) 694-4420. All sizes are 750 ML unless otherwise noted. Prices and products featured are available only at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits
stores listed above. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. Prices do not include sales tax. None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items
on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed., Nov. 15 thru Tues., Dec. 5, 2006.
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Happy Thanksgiving and Wish
Well for Others That Have Not
Thanksgiving is exclusively an American holiday,
commemorating the journey and triumphs of our
country’s first settlers and celebrating the beginning
of our melting pot culture. Originating with the early
settlers while they were struggling to survive, Native
Americans helped and provided kindness. The strangers broke bread together.
Most of us feel that the holiday is a personal one,
one that brings together important people in our
individual lives. Families and friends, separated by
distance, reunite and are grateful. We see our college
students who return home; visit with aunts, uncles,
moms and pops; bump into past classmates and
pause to pet the family dog an extra moment.
We give thanks for our good fortune and provide
a thought for others. This holiday reminds us of how
precious the gifts of family, friends and community
truly are.
Thanksgiving might mean an epic feast, not to be
rivaled by any other meal during the year – a smorgasbord of delights ranging from turkey to pumpkin
pie, and perhaps the big football game — all made
especially festive by brilliant autumn hues and the
start of the holiday season.
Thanksgiving is a warm American tradition devoid of the pressure of getting the right gift, or worse
yet, forgetting to get that gift at all. It’s hard to
imagine that the Thanksgiving national holiday was
embroiled in political controversy for more than 250
years since its first conception in 1621 in Massachusetts. George Washington proclaimed a National
Day of Thanksgiving in 1789, but many then were
opposed to it – feeling that the hardships of a few
dozen Pilgrims did not warrant a national holiday.
Later, President Thomas Jefferson scoffed at the
idea of a thanksgiving holiday. Sarah Josepha Hale
of Boston, a magazine editor, spent 40 years of her
life writing and badgering governors and presidents
until President Abraham Lincoln in 1863 proclaimed
the last Thursday in November as a national day of
Thanksgiving. It seemed that Mrs. Hale finally had
her way.
Since Lincoln, every president supported the
Thanksgiving holiday, but the date was changed a

few times. Franklin Roosevelt changed the date
twice, first to be earlier by one week in November to
create a longer Christmas shopping season. This
irritated the public, and he changed it back. Congress
finalized the matter in 1941 by declaring Thanksgiving a legal holiday, taking place on the fourth Thursday in November.
It seems now like we finally have the date right,
although our Canadian friends may not. They celebrate Thanksgiving on the first Monday of October.
Granted, winter comes early for the Canucks.
At such a busy time, with so much to prepare for,
it is easy to take for granted the privileges and
opportunities most of us experience daily as citizens
of the United States, but which are a luxury or nonexistent in many other parts of the world. The majority of us need not wonder how we will feed, shelter,
educate or obtain medical care for our children. We
need not fear persecution or worse because of cultural or religious differences.
We have the freedom to express our individuality,
practice our faith, voice our dissent and elect our
leaders. We can associate with whom we choose and
pursue our dreams as far as our ambition and hard
work will take us, regardless of our background.
It was these very tenets which gave the Pilgrims
courage to venture across the Atlantic to begin new
lives in an unfamiliar and uncharted land; that fueled
the American colonists’ fight for independence more
than a century afterwards and inspired countless
men and women to risk their lives in defense of these
freedoms ever since.
While our society is not flawless and our lives may
not be perfect, we continue to stand tall for our
strength as a nation and for the ideals we represent. So
as you sit around your holiday table, take an extra
moment to contemplate the many things for which we
have to be grateful. Then take another moment to
remember all of those people, both here and abroad,
who face a daily battle just to survive, live with dignity
or carve out a better tomorrow for their children.
And to all our readers, and your families — our
warm wishes for a happy and healthy Thanksgiving
Day.

Villane Family Mourns Loss,
Seeks Answers About Robert’s Death
Our family suffered a very sudden and
tragic loss on Monday, November 6. Our
brother Robert was taken from us. He was
the youngest of eight boys. Our parents
are devastated, our family is grieving, and
Robert was finally laid to rest on Friday,
November 10, 2006.
Our family focused attention on Robert, to give him a respectful and dignified
burial, which he deserved. Our attempts
at removing newspaper articles about our
brother’s death from our parents’ attention were unsuccessful. We wanted to
stop them from focusing on the negative
aspect of his death. The facts are already
being distorted and nothing is being said
about how affectionate and peaceful he
was, mental illness and all.
We want to set the record straight. Yes,
our brother had a mental illness. He was
not a criminal. He was loved by all who
knew him. He was trying to get his life
and beautiful mind back to the way it was.
The Star Ledger’s article with Union
County
Prosecutor
Theodore
Romankow’s comment and reference
about Robert being “high on drugs” was
hurtful and damaging. The record will be
set straight and an apology will be demanded.
Now that our brother is at peace, we
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will gather all the facts. We too are
going to conduct an investigation to
find out why our brother died. If the
police procedures are considered correct and there was no wrongdoing in
their eyes, then the procedures need to
be reviewed and changed. Death should
not have resulted.
With the proper training and patience,
the police could have kept the situation
calm. My parents were told to leave and
they would handle the situation. My dad
relayed the same message to me, and me
to my brothers.
Something went wrong that day, and
we are not trying to point fingers. Our
intentions are to find answers so this
never happens again. The ambulance was
not on site until long after Robert was
forced from his apartment, handcuffed
and prone on the ground, helplessly. There
are guidelines to follow when confronting someone that is psychotic. An example is how police react with a person
who is threatening to jump from a bridge,
or a hostage negotiator. The police in
these cases are calm and do not aggravate
the situation by yelling with the person.
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) has free training available for all
police officers. I can only hope they take

full advantage of these programs.
Our brother suffered from a mental
illness and was not high on drugs. Robert
had good intentions, but he was not taking his prescription medications when
confronted by police. Robert is not here
to say what happened. Robert deserves to
have the truth brought out. The police
need to reevaluate their handling of this
matter so this never happens again. This
cannot be ignored and swept under the
rug as being an incident that was handled
with total professionalism.
If mistakes were made, they will be
brought out. If there was wrongdoing,
apologies need to be made. If police
consider this proper procedure, then procedures need to be changed.
We hope that this matter is handled
with dignity and honor for the sake of all
concerned. We suffered a great loss and
do not want others to go through this
same tragedy.
William Villane, Jr.
Michael Villane
Richard Villane
Don Edward Villane
Dominick Villane
David Villane
Westfield

Fred Rossi, Westfield Leader/The Times
Two weeks ago, the voters in Scotch
Plains spoke and made their choices for
township council, re-electing Republican
Nancy Malool and electing two Democrats, Kevin Glover and Jeffrey Strauss.
After four years of unanimous Republican control of the five-member governing body, the split will be 3-2 in favor of
the GOP starting in January.
As far as we know, voters were free to
make their own choices on November 7.
Except for a problem at one polling place
where the name of one of the Republican
candidates was inadvertently obscured
inside a voting booth, we heard of no
irregularities or other problems. Yet last
week, in a letter to The Leader/Times,
Democratic Party Chairman Ken Lipstein
criticized this newspaper’s coverage of
the municipal election campaign, saying
that we bore “responsibility for what we
saw in the Scotch Plains campaign.”
We’re not completely clear what Mr.
Lipstein is referring to, but it seems he is
blaming our campaign coverage for the
defeat of Neal LeStrange, the only Democratic candidate who wasn’t victorious on
Election Day.
In his letter, Mr. Lipstein said The
Leader/Times, despite his protests,
“rushed to print a letter to the editor from
former police chief Thomas O’Brien
falsely accusing [Mr. LeStrange] of racism, and wrote an article about it, without
investigating the facts.” In fact, another
look at Mr. O’Brien’s letter in the Oct. 12
edition of The Leader/Times reveals no
accusations of racism against Mr.
LeStrange, but rather Mr. O’Brien taking
note of Mr. LeStrange’s own testimony in
a deposition four years ago “regarding his
attendance at the ‘Good Old Boys Rally,’
– a four-day event participated in by members of various law enforcement personnel, particularly on a federal level. It was
an event with derogatory racial overtones
and had received national press coverage
back in the nineties.”
Mr. LeStrange’s attendance at the event
was not in dispute. He admitted attending, stated he had been upset at the racial
overtone of the gathering and had not
returned afterwards. In the same Oct. 12
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Incendiarism – Willful destruction
of property by fire
2. Retromingent – Discharging the urine
backwards
3. Castoreum – A substance having a
strong, penetrating smell, obtained from
beaver sex glands
4. Chromidrosis – A condition characterized by abnormally colored perspiration
ZOKOR
1. A wedge
2. A burrowing rodent that looks like a
mole rat
3. Calcium tungstate
4. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled
rice, mutton or fish and spices
TERGIVERSATE
1. To give a wavy form, margin, or
surface
2. To please, charm or delight
3. To desert a cause
4. To flatten or squash
RELICTION
1. Land left uncovered by the recession
of the sea
2. A separation or passing through
3. Ignoring; neglecting
4. Deception; sleight of hand
CHURRUS
1. An outside staircase
2. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with
eggs and bread crumbs
3. Crude borax
4. A gum resin which oozes from the
Indian hemp

Letters to
the Editor
Knights of Columbus
Thank Blood Donors

Share Your Thanksgiving Blessings
To Extend Thanks-Giving all Year

On behalf of the Blood Center of New
Jersey, the Garwood Knights of Columbus would like to thank everyone who
donated blood to our three drives this
year, which resulted in 90 pints being
collected. Our blood drive dates for 2007
are: Saturday February 3; Saturday, May
5, and November 3. The hours for each
drive are 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
For information, call the Knights at
(908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m., or visit the
Blood Center of New Jersey’s website at
www.bloodnj.org, or call (973) 676-4700,
or 800-BLOODNJ.
Keith M. Gallagher
Knights of Columnbus
Garwood

Thanksgiving is a distinctively American holiday, set aside for giving thanks
for the blessings of health, food, shelter,
family, friends and community. During
the Thanksgiving season, many
Westfielders, who recognize how much
they have to be grateful for, say “thank
you” by giving to the Westfield United
Way, which helps maintain the quality of
life for all in our community.
We are grateful to all who have generously responded to the 2006 Westfield
United Way campaign, and we urge all
who have not yet sent in a pledge card to
do so now, as a sign of “thanks-giving”.
By sharing their blessings, Westfielders
can extend the spirit of Thanksgiving
throughout the coming year.
A past edition of the “Friendly Place,”
a newsletter for Westfield Community
Center Senior Citizens (one of the 19
member agencies supported by our United
Way), contained the following inspirational message, which we would like to
share again this year:
“Be Thankful — Even though I clutch
my blanket and growl when the alarm
rings each morning, thank you, Lord, that
I can hear. There are those who are deaf.
Even though I keep my eyes tightly
closed against the morning light as long

as possible, thank you, Lord, that I can
see. There are many who are blind.
Even though I huddle in my bed and
put off the effort of rising, thank you,
Lord that I have the strength to rise. There
are many who are bed-ridden.
Even though the first hour of my day is
hectic, when socks are lost, toast is burned,
tempers are short, thank you, Lord, for
my family. There are, many who are
lonely.
Even though our breakfast table never
looks like the pictures in the magazines,
and the menu is at times unbalanced,
thank you, Lord, for the food we have.
There are many who are hungry.
Even though the routine of my job is
often monotonous, thank you, Lord, for
the opportunity to work. There are many
who have no job.
Even though I grumble and bemoan
my fate from day-to-day, and wish my
circumstances were not so modest, thank
you, Lord, for the gift of life.”
On behalf of all of us at the Westfield
United Way, let me wish everyone a most
happy Thanksgiving season.
Scott Cassie, President
Board of Trustees
Westfield United Way

NJ State Legislature is Proposing
More ‘Robin Hood’ Taxes
A recent State Legislative Committee
came out with a several-hundred-page
report on property tax reform. With the
highest real estate taxes in the nation, you
would naturally expect the focus to be on
tax relief for all homeowners. However,
for Westfield area residents, they’re suggesting we pay more.
While there are suggestions on reducing costs, the greater financial suggestions are reallocating the burden. This
reallocation would likely outweigh cost
reductions for our area resulting in even
higher taxes.
In a section of the report, “Property
Taxes Based On Ability To Pay,” statements are made as if they were fact.
“Property taxes are only fair if based on
one’s ability to pay” and “An income taxbased system is a more equitable option.”
I don’t agree. This is completely unfair
and contradicts our State Constitution
that mandates all property be taxed in a
uniform way, at the same rate and assessment ratio. The Uniformity Clause bans
the use of property tax as a tool of social
or economic policies.
Our Federal and State income tax systems already allow rules for “Robin Hood”
style taxation. They have completely
skewed income taxation to a point where
half of the people in our country pay
virtually no tax while the other half pays
more in tax than anything else in their life
– more than housing, food or raising a
child.
The committee is concerned to “…prevent the mass exodus that is underway” of
people that cannot afford property tax.
Their greater concern should be the mass
exodus of our wealthiest people and largest companies from the state. Last year,
the state raised the income tax on our
largest contributors by 50 percent. These
top citizens pay most of the tax collected.
Since then, the hottest NJ topic among
tax professionals has been, “How many
of your clients have changed their residence to another state?” Our state has
historically treated our best customers as
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edition of The Times, we gave Mr.
LeStrange an opportunity to comment on
the letter, which he did. Richard Samuel,
the Democrat’s campaign manager, also
issued a statement commenting on Mr.
O’Brien’s letter. Two weeks later, The
Times published a lengthy article in which
Mr. LeStrange and Mr. O’Brien spoke
extensively about the issue. In addition, a
number of letters to the editor addressing
both sides of the matter were published.
In his letter last week, Mr. Lipstein also
called the campaign reporting of a competing newspaper “balanced and fair.”
We feel our coverage was balanced and
fair as well. Both sides were given ample
opportunity — via interviews, letters to
the editor and campaign press releases —
to comment on this particular matter. The
Leader/Times never wants to rely solely
on campaign press releases to comprise
our election coverage. There are issues
that should be more closely examined.
The LeStrange matter fell into this category, as did the Democrats’ ideas for
administrative changes in the township
government, which we covered in an interview with Mr. Lipstein in late October.
In addition, all press releases issued by
both sides were published. All letters to
the editor regarding the candidates — and
this newspaper’s coverage of the campaign — were printed. Our Oct. 5 edition
included an article in which all six council
candidates spoke at length about the campaign and the issues. And, as we do annually, we invited all the candidates to take
part in a televised question-and-answer
forum, although the Democrats declined
to participate.
It would have been a shirking of our
responsibility had we not reported — fairly,
we feel — on this matter. The issue was
raised; were we expected to then ignore it
and not attempt, with input from both sides
of the matter, to inform the public?
We don’t endorse candidates in municipal elections. We didn’t slant our coverage to favor one candidate over another
or one party over another. And we certainly don’t believe we were a factor in
Mr. LeStrange’s defeat earlier this month.
We reported, the voters decided.
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villains.
Former Governor “McGreedy” accused
our 20 largest companies of not paying
their “fair share.” Someone should have
told him that these same companies (that
were losing billions of dollars that year)
are paying all kinds of other taxes and
employing hundreds of thousands of NJ
workers, allowing them to pay tax, go
shopping, buy homes and keep our
economy alive.
This year, they quadrupled the corporate tax on small businesses. Why should
these companies choose to stay in NJ? We
need our top taxpayers, employers and
investors staying, but we’re encouraging
them to leave. Our first priority should be
stopping the mass exodus of tax revenue
and jobs — or nothing else will matter.
We have more than enough Robin Hood
taxation. We need to welcome back our
best customers – not kick them off the
fence and into another state.
Living wherever you want is a privilege and a choice, not an entitlement. It
sounds great to waive real estate taxes for
various groups; seniors, veterans, single
parents, new homeowners, brunettes,
CPA’s, etc. But there is another side to the
equation. We still need the money, so
everyone else has to pay more.
I’m sure there are cases of true unforeseen hardships. And for those people,
they are allowed to go several years accruing but not paying the tax. But eventually they need to pay, sell, or have someone else pay for him or her.
We all have desires, make compromises and have choices in life. Are you
willing to pay your neighbors tax so that
they have a shorter commute, or to be
closer to their family, or so they don’t
have to downsize or move for some other
reason? Should you write a check before
they sell an investment or ask their own
family? Maybe they should prioritize differently, or have made better choices
throughout their lives to be more prepared. It’s really none of our business –
and shouldn’t be our burden.
We already have rebates based on income (which is against the Uniformity
Clause) and county taxes that subsidize
other towns. Don’t allow our legislature
to make this even worse. Real estate taxes
should be based on real estate, not income. Object to any legislative attempt to
deviate from the Uniformity Clause.
Bob Saunders
Westfield

Councilman-elect
Thanks Residents
It gives me great pleasure to thank all the
residents of Scotch Plains that voted this
year. I am honored to have been elected
one of your new councilmen and for the
opportunity to serve all our neighbors. As
I have shared personally with many of you
throughout the campaign, we are all in
need of good government, and I believe it
needs to begin at the local level.
I look forward to working with the
other members of the council to achieve
the goals raised during our campaign.
“Putting Scotch Plains First,” building a
more fiscally sound and caring community, one that is sensitive to all our neighbors’ needs, is my pledge and promise to
you. I look forward to meeting with and
working for all of you.
Kevin Glover
Councilman-elect
Scotch Plains Township

Mr. Strauss Thanks
Scotch Plains Voters
I wish to thank the voters of Scotch
Plains for expressing their confidence in
electing Kevin Glover and myself to the
township council. I intend to work with
the mayor and council in a cooperative,
open and productive manner to achieve
the goals expressed during our campaign
and improve Scotch Plains for all residents regardless of political party affiliation.
We are residents of the same wonderful town in which all of us have a vested
interest in a vibrant and active community with a responsive and thoughtful
government. I am honored and privileged
to participate in such an important mission.
Jeffrey Strauss
Councilman-elect
Scotch Plains Township

Clark Congratulates
Garwood Victors
I would like to congratulate Mayor
McCarthy, Councilwoman Villaggio and
Councilman–elect Sluka, on their victory
in the recent elections; and to thank them
for a very well run, clean campaign.
To the citizens of Garwood who voted
for me, thank you from the bottom of my
heart. To those who didn’t, I was happy to
meet all of you that I could and listen to
your concerns. Hopefully I will have a
stronger message, next time around.
Without making any excuses, I had just
recently undergone knee surgery, and was
unable to get out enough, to get the maximum exposure needed in a campaign for
public office.
I have extended my hand to the mayor
and council, and promised I would be at
their disposal, for whatever they needed,
and what is best for this great borough.
Once again, thank you all. May God
bless each and everyone of you, and may
God continue to bless this, the greatest
country in the world — the United States
of America.
Like Mac Arthur said “I shall return.”
Dennis Clark
Garwood Council Candidate
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“If you can get FiOS, you’d
be crazy not to go for it.”
PC Magazine, Aug. 2006 *

See why the experts are raving about the
fiber-optic power of Verizon FiOS Internet.
Recently PC Magazine conducted a speed test with 10,000
readers of their magazine. The goal? To find out which Internet
service provider delivers the fastest speeds. The results?
Well, like PC Magazine said, “Verizon’s fiber service blew
them all away.”
Do more with FiOS Internet. Listening to podcasts.
Updating a MySpace® profile. Streaming clips on YouTubeTM.
With the ultrafast speed of FiOS Internet, it’s easy to do it all.
And because our network goes all the way to your home, you
can be sure you’re getting 100% fiber-optic power all the time.
Get started today with connection speeds up to 20 Mbps for
only $29.95 a month, for the first three months,** when you
sign up for a year. But you have to hurry, because
this offer ends 12/15/06. Just call to sign up.

29

$

Hey, you’d be crazy not to.

95

A MONTH FOR THE
FIRST 3 MONTHS**

It’s time for something better.

Call 1-888-290-8468 or visit verizonfios.com/internet.

*PC Magazine, “Real-world testing: Find the fastest ISP,” August 22, 2006.
**Limited-time promotional offer expires 12/15/06. Offer applicable to new Verizon FiOS Internet residential customers who purchase FiOS Internet 20 Mbps/5 Mbps service. Customer will receive $5 off the monthly recurring rate of $44.95 for 12 months, as well as a one-time promotional bill credit of $30 after the third month of FiOS Internet billing,
and will appear no later than the fourth FiOS billing statement. At the end of the 12-month promotional period, the monthly recurring charge will revert to the then-current monthly rate. The effective monthly rate of $29.95 for the first three months is calculated by allocating the one-time $30 bill credit over the first three months and deducting the
monthly allocation from the promotional monthly rate of $39.95. One-year commitment required. $19.99 activation fee will apply to each FiOS Internet order. Current Verizon Online DSL customers converting to the promotional 20 Mbps/5 Mbps FiOS service will be exempt from the activation fee. Other service speed options and month-to-month pricing
available. Offer is nontransferable and cannot be combined with other discounts or promotions.
Verizon FiOS Internet is provided by Verizon Online and is not available in all areas. Service availability subject to final confirmation by Verizon. Verizon installation required. Free installation includes main computer only (there will be an extra charge for all additional computers). Acceptance of Verizon Online Terms of Service is required. Minimum system requirements apply. Equipment
provided will be new or fully inspected, tested and warranted return unit. Limited to one router provided at no charge per household per FiOS service, FiOS Internet and/or FiOS TV. If service is cancelled between months 2 and 12, $99 early termination fee may apply, and router provided at no charge must be returned or $99.99 equipment fee applies. Month-to-month
packages are available. The 30-day money-back guarantee applies to Verizon Online charges only. CAT5 or higher-grade inside wiring or existing RG59/RG6 coaxial cable is required. Only Web-based features of Verizon Yahoo! for FiOS are Macintosh® compatible. Software for MSN® Premium versions of Verizon FiOS is not Macintosh® compatible.
Connection speeds are between your location and the Verizon central office serving your location. Actual download and upload speeds will vary based on numerous factors, such as the condition of wiring at your location, computer configuration, Internet and network congestion, and the speed of Web site servers you access. Speed and uninterrupted
use of the service are not guaranteed. Home networking bandwidth shared by multiple users, wireless routers and simultaneous usage may affect individual user’s throughput speed. Applicable taxes apply. Valid through 12/15/06. Other terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change without notice. Power for services provided on the Verizon FiOS
network must be supplied by the customer. Customer is responsible for backup battery replacement. Backup battery does not supply power for Internet or video services. Certain telephones, answering machines and other telephone equipment not meeting industry standards may not work with service provided on the Verizon FiOS network. Current
Verizon Online DSL customers who move to FiOS Internet service will have their Verizon Online DSL permanently disabled after their FiOS conversion. ©2006 Verizon. All Rights Reserved. MySpace and YouTube are trade names or trademarks of their respective owners.
FIOS60291-A-NY
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Offer a Prayer For Peace
This Thanksgiving Day
By REV. DEE DEE TURLINGTON

Thanksgiving is a national holiday.
First generation immigrants have no
Thanksgiving traditions – yet. In
time, their families will adopt the
common practice of sitting down together around a table laden with turkey, dressing, cranberry sauce and a
variety of additional dishes characteristic of one’s national origins or
geographic region.
Everyone will indulge their appetites, then settle somewhere in the
house to let the food digest while
watching football, playing the newest video game or typing away in
computer chat rooms.
Some social commentators are concerned that Americans will ignore the
historic reason for the holiday – giving thanks to God for the protection
and bounty that brought us safely
through another year. Yes, some
people will ignore giving thanks. But
most will pause to say grace before
the meal, be appreciative of the cooks
and sincerely thank family members
who traveled in order to be present.
Thanks will punctuate Thanksgiving
in many ways.
I wish to draw a particular “thank
you” to your attention this year and
encourage you to include it in your
spoken prayers. Our country just
went through mid-term congressional
elections, which, in spite of their imperfections, saw a peaceful turnover
in the balance of power in the United
States Congress.
Whether or not you desired that
shift in political clout, pause and be

grateful for the way it occurred. Political change without violence is an
incredible gift, a gift from our ancestors who established a governmental
system that requires debate and persuasion and prohibits force and intimidation.
Last week, three other women and I
sat in the sanctuary of my church and
prayed for peace in our world. We
were painfully aware that in many
countries, political change is accompanied by death and destruction. Peace
is not passive, we all agreed, but active
change can come about through peaceful means, if only…We each filled in
the dots with things like, if only people
act from a sense of sufficiency instead
of lack, if only leaders act for the
common good and not out of self
interest, if only our identity as the
human race is valued more than other
racial identities, if only….
And so we prayed for the Spirit of
God to move, in us, in our town, in our
country, in our globe, to recall these
truths and let peace increase.
Do our prayers matter? I believe
they somehow work for good. But
even if I’m wrong about their spiritual power beyond myself, I can testify to the good they did my spirit that
day. We are meeting monthly to pray
for peace. Join us if you like (call
(908) 233-2278 for details). And
please add the prayer for peace to
your Thanksgiving traditions this year.
*******
Reverend Turlington is senior pastor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.

League Reveals Opening
Of Christmas Boutique
SCOTCH PLAINS – The FanwoodScotch Plains Service League has announced that the Christmas Boutique
at its thrift shop will begin on Tuesday,
November 28, and continue through
Friday, December 22.
All items are brand new and most
are still in their original boxes or
containers. Hundreds of gifts for
men, women and children of all ages
will be available for sale. New merchandise will be replenished daily.
Holiday attire also will be featured,
including party and formal wear for
men and women. Tuxedoes for men
and beaded and sequined dresses for
women and teenagers will be among
the selections found on the racks.
Also available for sale are winter
coats for the family, along with boots,
woolen scarves, hats and gloves.
Holiday decorations, toys, dolls,
books, linens and household bric-abrac can be found in the housewares
section of the store.
The thrift shop is located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.
Shopping hours are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For
more information or directions,
please call (908) 322-5420 during
business hours. Volunteers run the

thrift shop and all proceeds from the
shop are donated back into the local
communities.

Y’s Men to Kick Off
Christmas Tree Sale
WESTFIELD – The Y’s Men’s
Club will again hold its annual
Christmas Tree sale and fundraising
event at Elm Street Field across from
Stop & Shop in Westfield. The lot
will be open weekdays from noon to
9 p.m. and weekends from 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. from Saturday, November 25,
until Christmas Eve, December 24.
“This year we ordered about 1,600
trees including our usual mix of
Frasers, Balsams, Douglas firs and
Blue Spruce. By popular demand,
we have also added some Canaan
and Concolor,” said Y’s Men spokesman Tom Baker. “We hope the community will continue to support our
100 percent volunteer efforts by buying more trees this year.”
For more information about volunteer opportunities or the tree sale,
please visit http://westfieldnj.com/
ysmen. The website also describes
how the funds raised by the tree sale
are used to support local youth programs and charities.

Mrs. Arlene Peterson
Marries Byron Arison
Mrs. Arlene Cacoso Peterson of
Westfield and Byron Halevy Arison
of Watchung were married on Sunday, November 19, by the Honorable
Brenda Coppola Cuba at the Berkeley Plaza in Berkeley Heights.
The bride was escorted by her
brother, Anthony G. Cacoso. Her sister-in-law, Mrs. Margaret Cacoso, was
the matron of honor. Andrew Fink, a
friend of the bridegroom, was the
best man. The ushers were Thomas
Cacoso and Michael Cacoso, the
nephews of the bride.
The bride, who is keeping her name,
is a retired Assistant Director of Research Information Systems at Merck
& Co., Inc. in Rahway. She graduated
from Upsala College in East Orange
and received her Master of Library
Science degree from Rutgers University in New Brunswick. She is the
daughter of the late Mary and Anthony Cacoso of Elizabeth.
Mr. Arison is a retired Senior In-

Miller-Cory to Present
‘Gingerbread Sunday’
WESTFIELD – On December 3, the
Miller-Cory House Museum will
present “A Gingerbread Sunday” from
1:30 to 4 p.m. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Throughout the afternoon, children
will hear stories about the Gingerbread
Man and the Gingerbread Baby, learn
about gingerroot and make a gingerbread house plus one additional holiday craft to take home. Light refreshments will be served.
Pre-registration is required for this
program. The fee is $4 per child and
adults may attend for free. To register,
please call the museum office weekdays between 9 a.m. and noon at (908)
232-1776.
Visitors also are invited to stop by the
museum’s gift shop, which is stocked
with a variety of Colonial reproductions, books, toys and educational items.
Celebration of the holidays will continue at the Miller-Cory House Museum on upcoming Sundays with “German Christmas and a Visit from the
Belsnickel” on December 10 and “Toys
of Christmas Past” on December 17.

Special Education Law
To Be Program Topic
WESTFIELD – The Union County
Superintendent of Schools and the
Family Support Organization (FSO)
of Union County will present Heather
Mills-Pevonis in a discussion and review of recent changes in Special
Education Law.
It will take place on Wednesday,
November 29, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the second floor conference room
at 300 North Avenue in Westfield.
Ms. Mills-Pevonis, Union County
Supervisor of Child Study, has the
perspective of both a parent and professional on navigating and understanding special education.
This event is co-sponsored by the
Family Support Organization of Union
County. To reserve a space, please call
the FSO at (908) 789-7625.

vestigator at Merck & Co., Inc. in
Rahway, where he specialized in
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy. Prior to joining Merck, he
worked on the Manhattan Project at
the University of Chicago and at
Hanford, Wash.
He graduated from the University
of Michigan and received his Doctorate in Organic Chemistry from the
Polytechnic University of New York.
He is the son of the late Theodore and
Bertha Arison of New York City.
The bride and bridegroom were
both previously widowed. Following
a motor trip to several mid-Atlantic
states, the couple will reside in
Watchung.

Holocaust Survivor
To Speak to Club
FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will present
a program on the Holocaust immediately following its 8 p.m. meeting on
Monday, November 27, in the Forest
Road Park Recreation Building on
Forest Road in Fanwood.
Guest speaker Clara Kramer, a
Holocaust survivor, escaped the Nazis by hiding in a bunker of a Christian friend for 20 months. After living
in Israel, she came to the United States
with her family in 1957, settling first
in Brooklyn and then in New Jersey.
Mrs. Kramer and her husband continue to support Jewish causes. She
has donated her diary to the Holocaust
Museum in Washington, D.C. She also
was instrumental in the founding of
the Holocaust Resource Center at Kean
University in Union and has been its
president for the past 11 years.
The public is welcome to attend this
program free of charge. The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains provides scholarships for young women
of high school and college age who
reside in the community. For more
information about the event, please
call Carolyn Dittus at (908) 233-2948.

Synagogue to Screen
An Inconvenient Truth
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El
will host a free screening of Al Gore’s
film An Inconvenient Truth on Thursday, November 30. Doors will open
at 7 p.m., with the movie to start
promptly at 7:30 p.m. A discussion
will follow.
Greenfaith, a nonprofit, interfaith
environmental organization, will provide the film to Temple Emanu-El
through the temple’s Social Action
Committee. Interested persons are
asked to respond by calling Temple
Emanu-El at (908) 232-6770, extension no. 139. They are asked to leave
a message with their name, the number of people in their group, their
telephone number and e-mail address.
Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
further information, please contact
Carolyn Shane, executive director, at
(908) 232-6770 or cshane@tewnj.org,
or visit www.tewnj.org.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”
Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMIL
YL
AW
MILY
LA
· Divorce · Domestic Violence
· Custody · Child Support
· DW
I · Criminal Defense
DWI
· Busine
ss Dispute
s · Commer
cial Litig
ation
Busines
Disputes
Commercial
Litiga
Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

(908) 232-8787
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
rjk722@aol.com

La Marqué Fur Salon
Announces Their
Holiday Fur Sale
The Ultimate
Fur Image for
women of Fashion
who insist upon
Quality and
Value . . .

900 South Avenue West, Westfield

908-232-3423
Ample parking in rear of salon.
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richardjkaplow.com

MR. AND MRS. BRIAN P.J. CRONIN
(She is the former Miss Kristen Anderson Pratt)

Miss Kristen A. Pratt
Weds Brian P.J. Cronin
Miss Kristen Anderson Pratt, the
daughter of David Pratt, Mrs. Miriam
Anderson and John Stocker of Charleston, S.C. and granddaughter of James
and Edwina Pratt of Birmingham, Ala.,
was married on Saturday, June 10, to
Brian P.J. Cronin. He is the son of
Jeremiah and Jane Cronin of Spring
Lake, formerly of Westfield.
The Reverend George P. Busch officiated at the afternoon nuptials,
which were held under the Spanish
Oak trees surrounding the pre-Revolutionary War ruins of the Old Sheldon
Church in Beaufort, S.C. Following
the ceremony, a barbecue and mint
julep reception took place in the courtyard of the historic Beaufort Inn.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory, Grecian-style gown
made of silk chiffon, along with a pink
hydrangea bloom in her hair. She carried a bouquet of light green hydrangea
and pink freesia, tied with raffia.
Miss Kimberly Winston of NewYork
City, the bride’s oldest friend, was her
maid of honor. The bridal attendants
included Miss Beth Winters, Mrs.
Andra Watkins and Miss Jessica
Stocker, all of Charleston, S.C.; Mrs.
Maggie Dickinson of Columbus, Ga.
and Miss Kate Gugliotta of New York
City. They wore vintage-style silk chiffon dresses in a light and summery
floral print and carried bouquets of
ivory hydrangea tied with raffia.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Christmas Party
SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society
has invited all women of the parish
and their guests to its Annual Christmas Party on Monday, December 4,
at 8 p.m. The party will follow the
7:30 p.m. mass and novena at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The Yuletide Carolers will be on
hand to greet all at the door and to
entertain attendees later with Christmas songs. There will be 50/50 gifts,
refreshments and a visit from Santa as
well. Anyone wishing to donate gifts
for the 50/50 is asked to call Anne
Rogalin at (908) 322-5019 or Nancy
DeCristofaro at (908) 322-5046.

Miss Hannah Bonaguide of Roseland
and Miss Lucy Wichmann of Charleston, S.C. served as the flower girls.
They wore white eyelet sundresses and
halos of pink freesia in their hair.
The bridegroom wore a tan and white
seersucker suit with a bowtie. Jon
Snitow of San Francisco, Calif., the
bridegroom’s oldest friend and a fellow 1993 graduate of Westfield High
School, was the best man. The groomsmen included Ryan Pratt of Mexico
Beach, Fla., Jeff Cronin of Hoboken,
Matt Bonaguide of Roseland and Tom
Borchard of NewYork City. They wore
light blue oxford shirts, bone-colored
pants and flip-flops.
Mrs. Allison Charles of New York
City read one of the couple’s favorite poems by Rainer Maria Rilke
during the ceremony. In addition,
Bryan Hunter of Charleston, S.C.
performed a scripture reading and
Mrs. Andra Watkins sang an a
cappella rendition of Billie Holiday’s
“The Very Thought of You.”
Michael Maher and Mrs. Andra
Watkins of Charleston, S.C. hosted
an engagement party for the couple.
The bridegroom’s mother and the
maid of honor hosted bridal showers
in Spring Lake and New York City,
respectively, and the bride’s mother
hosted a bridal breakfast and yoga
party on the morning of the wedding.
The bridegroom’s parents hosted the
rehearsal dinner at Bateaux Restaurant in Beaufort, S.C.
The bride works in development
and special events with Gilda’s Club
in New York City and currently is
starting her own event company,
Sparkle New York.
The bridegroom also is employed
in development and external relations
with Hudson Guild, a community
center in New York City’s Chelsea
neighborhood. In addition, he is an
internationally produced playwright
and wrote a short play in honor of the
couple and the wedding, which was
spontaneously performed by friends
during the reception.
Following a post-wedding excursion to the Blue Ridge Mountains of
North Carolina, the couple returned
to their home on Manhattan’s Upper
West Side, which they share with
their two cats.

Good News

100 A psalm of Thanksgiving

“Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth! Worship the Lord
with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. Acknowledge
that the Lord is God! He made us, and we are his. We are his
people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with
thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. Give thanks to him
and praise his name. For the Lord is good. His unfailing love
continues forever, and his faithfulness continues to each
generation.”
The Gospel

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,
restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to
changed financial circumstances, residence
removal from New Jersey, visitation
modifications and transfers of custody.

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration
Panelist 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,
Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net
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Donald W. Belcher, 84, Was Executive;
Active In Churches and Local Groups

November 23, 2006

Harold Wright, 79, Ran NYC Agency;
Was Active In Girls Softball League
Harold Rogers Wright, 79, of
Westfield died on Friday, November
17, at Overlook Hospital in Summit
surrounded by his loving family.
Born in Orange, N.J., he was raised
in East Orange. He graduated from
Clifford Scott High School, where he
was a football hero, and attended
Upsala College. Mr. Wright served in
the United States Army as a sergeant
in the Occupational Forces in Japan
following World War II and moved to
Westfield in 1960.
An employment counselor for over
30 years, Mr. Wright retired in 1990 at
Trinity Personnel Agency in NewYork
City, which was founded by his parents and which he and his brother ran.
He was active throughout his life,
participating in the Clark Lanes Bowling League, the Union County Senior
Softball League and Golf.
He was a crossing guard in
Westfield for several years and was
active in the Westfield Girls Softball League as an umpire, coach,
manager and officer in the 1960s.
He continued to support his grandchildren on the sidelines of local
sports teams in Scotch PlainsFanwood, Westfield and Bethlehem
Township, N.J.
Mr. Wright is survived by his beloved wife of 56 years,Adelaide Adams
Wright, and his four devoted daughters, Patricia L. Longshore and her
husband, Richard; Kathleen A.

Club Welcomes All
To Hike and Cycle
AREA – The Union County Hiking Club offers a varied program of
hiking and bicycling activities on a
regular basis. Most take place in central and northern New Jersey. Membership dues are $10 annually. To
request a complimentary schedule,
please call (908) 527-4900.

Mahoney and her husband, John; Elizabeth A. Malavasi and her husband,
Thomas, and Barbara R. Baranek and
her husband, John. Also surviving are
his siblings, Estelle Donovan, Ruth
Walton, Augusta Jarmick, Frederick
Wright and Charron Varvoe. He also
will be deeply missed by his 11 grandchildren, Kristen, James, Sean, Matthew, Karen, Kimberly, Steven, Drew,
Kyle, Adam and Thomas, and his three
great-grandchildren, Jasmine, Olivia
and Sophia.
A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, November 21, at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to either the Alzheimer’s Association, 400 Morris Avenue, Suite 251,
Denville, N.J. 07834-1365 or to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Scholarship Fund, 1340 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
November 23, 2006

Mr. Bierman to Give
Talk on Vintage Cars
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
automobile buff David Bierman will
speak to the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood about
vintage cars at its meeting on Tuesday, November 28, at 8 p.m. It will
take place at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road.
Mr. Bierman will show attendees
how to disassemble a vintage car
and how to restore it. Refreshments
and fellowship will follow the meeting. For more information, please call
Richard Bousquet, Historical Society president, at (908) 232-1199.
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Five Homes to Be Decorated
For Holiday Tour on Dec. 2

– Obituaries –
Donald William “Bill” Belcher, 84, as president of Belcher Engineering,
a long-time resident of Westfield, N.J. Inc., he traveled the globe, well reand son of the late Donald Ray and spected for his technical savvy and
Mary Williams Belcher, passed away experience.
peacefully on Thursday, November
He was a member of the New Jer9, 2006, in Scranton, Pa. after a short sey Society of Professional Engineers,
illness. His wife of 60 years, Dariel the New York Academy of Sciences
Keith Belcher, now resides in Clarks and the American Institute of ChemiSummit, Pa.
cal Engineers. Bill was listed in the
Bill lived a long, full life marked by 1994-1995 “Who’s Who Worldwide
his deep devotion to his family and Registry of Business Leaders” and
friends, his country, his hometown authored a number of papers and arcommunity of Westfield and his pro- ticles published in trade and profesfession as a chemical engineer.
sional journals.
Born in New York City on July 13,
First and foremost, however, Bill
1922 into a musical family, Bill and was a devoted family man whose
his parents moved to Westfield in warmth and humility, humor and com1927, eventually settling at 550 Pros- passion and intelligence and guidpect Street. Following his education ance endeared him to many and make
in the Westfield Public School sys- him sorely missed, but fondly retem, he attended the Loomis-Chaffee membered. In his later years, he parSchool in Windsor, Conn.
ticularly enjoyed Irish cul(then known as the Loomis
ture, crossword puzzles and
School), from which he
family gatherings.
graduated in 1940.
He was predeceased by
He obtained a degree in
his parents, who also were
chemical engineering from
active members of the
Yale University in 1943 after
Westfield community and
an accelerated education
are buried in Long Lake,
prompted by the United States
N.Y. (where the family has
entry into World War II. He
owned a camp for many
served in the Pacific during
years), and by his siblings,
the war as Naval Lieutenant Donald Belcher Jonathan Thompson Belcher
(jg) and Chief Engineering
and Mary Priscilla “Polly”
Officer aboard an LSM and was present Dello-Russo.
at the formal surrender of the Japanese
He is survived by his loving wife,
forces in Tokyo on August 14, 1945. Dariel; two daughters, Dariel Jean
Immediately upon his return, he mar- Sellers of Westfield, N.J. and Susan
ried Dariel Keith of Mahwah, N.J. on Penedos of Hop Bottom, Pa.; three
March 23, 1946 in Suffern, N.Y.
sons, Donald Richard of Woodbridge,
After residing in Red Bank and N.J., David Todd of Hop Bottom, Pa.
North Branch, N.J., Bill and Dariel and Jonathan Rockwood of
moved to Westfield, where they raised Gansevoort, N.Y., and grandchildren
their family, attended the Baptist, Kim Glemboski, Ingrid Martinique,
Presbyterian and Episcopalian Jesse Penedos, Kate and Colleen Sellchurches and sang in their choirs. He ers and William Belcher.
participated in various community
A memorial service will be held on
organizations including the Senior Sunday, December 3, 2006, at 2:30
and Junior Musical Clubs of p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, the Advance Club, the Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue in
YMCA and the Boy Scouts of Westfield, N.J. and immediately folAmerica. In addition, he served as a lowed by a reception.
director of the Westfield Adult School.
Contributions to honor his memory
Bill obtained his professional may be made to the Westfield Musiengineer’s license in 1953 while em- cal Club, in care of Marie-Daniele
ployed with Bowen Engineering, Inc., Mercier, 925 Mountain Avenue,
a company specializing in spray-dry- Mountainside, N.J. 07092 or to the
ing processes. During his 30 years as Westfield Historical Society, “Reeve
vice-president and president of House Restoration,” P.O. Box 613,
Bowen and his subsequent 25 years Westfield, N.J. 07091-0613.
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS…Area residents are invited to view this Woodland Avenue home, along with several other Westfield residences, during the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield’s “Deck the Halls” holiday house tour
on Saturday, December 2, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Each of the homes will be
decorated in holiday splendor and reflect a particular theme. Another home to be
featured on the tour also appears on this page.

Glee Club Winter Concert
To Feature Special Artists
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Glee
Club’s 82nd Year Winter Concert will
be held on Saturday, December 2, at
8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield at 140 Mountain Avenue.
A variety of choral groups will
perform classic Christmas, spiritual,
novelty and popular songs. The concert will include two sections with
Special Artists Meredith HoffmannThomson, soprano, and Barbara
Thomson, accompanist, offering selections from opera and Broadway.
Ms. Hoffmann-Thomson has performed in opera, oratorio and recital
venues. This year, she sang the role of
Musetta in La Boheme at the Sarasota
Opera and both Miss Wordsworth in
Albert Herring and Antonio in Les
Contes d’Hoffmann in Opera North
in Lebanon, N.H.
Previously, she was a member of the
Sarasota Opera Studio and Apprentice
Programs, the Opera Theater of St.
Louis Young Artist Program and the
Opera North Apprentice Program. She
also has performed with Opera McGill,
the Stony Hill Players and the New
Jersey Concert Opera, as well as with
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.
A Cranford High School graduate,
she was the winner of the Westfield
Glee Club scholarship and has sung
with the club on various occasions.
Ms. Thomson, an organist, has performed extensively in concert in the
United States and Europe and has
done recordings of her music. Her
performances have included recitals
at such venues as the Cathedral of
Notre Dame in Paris, the National
Presbyterian Church and the Kennedy
Center, both in Washington, D.C.,
and the Sacred Heart Cathedral Ba-

silica in Newark.
A Phi Beta Kappa graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania, she earned
a master’s degree from the Eastman
School of Music and a doctorate from
the Peabody Conservatory. She is a
former professor at various colleges
and currently is Voorhees Chapel Organist at Rutgers University. She also
serves as organist and director of music at both the First Congregational
Church of Westfield and Temple B’nai
in Livingston and has performed with
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra.
Tickets are available from glee club
members and at the door at $15 for
adults and $12 for students and senior
citizens. For more information, please
call Dale Juntilla at (908) 232-0673.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey will hold its annual Jewish
Book Sale starting Sunday, December
3, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and continuing through Thursday, December 7.
Weekday hours will be 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thousands of fiction, nonfiction,
children’s, cooking, Hanukkah and
preschool books will be featured.
The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
details, please contact Susan
Lemerman at slemerman@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no. 205,
or visit www.jccnj.org.

Denise Wittke

Joseph E. Tomlinson, 55, of
Westfield died on Saturday, November 18, at his home.
Born in Orange, he was raised in
Westfield and had lived in Atlanta,
Ga. and Indianapolis, Ind. before returning to Westfield in 1999. A 1969
graduate of Westfield High School,
he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Marine Biology from Rutgers
University in 1973.
Mr. Tomlinson worked in sales in
the packaging industry for more than
25 years and was the owner of “The
Town Book Store” in Westfield from
1982 to 1988.
He was a member of the United
States Tennis Association and the
Atlanta Tennis Association and was a
past board member of the Union
County Easter Seals.
His father, Joseph J. Tomlinson,
predeceased him.
Surviving are his wife of 31 years,
Cathy Freeman Tomlinson; a son,
Joseph J. Tomlinson; two daughters,
Abigail Tomlinson and Meghan
Tomlinson; his mother, Sara Lafferty;
a brother, David Tomlinson, and a
sister, Mary Lou Tomlinson.
Services will be held at noon on
Friday, November 24, at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090 or the American Heart Assoc.
November 23, 2006

November 23, 2006

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

fete, featuring the lush bounty of fields
and woods combined with the gleam
of gold, silver and copper.
In the entrance foyer will be an
elegant tree bedecked with lilies, orchids, pinecones and ribbons. Lilies,
orchids and roses, along with white
Minton china, will grace the dining
room. A children’s tree, decorated
with pinecones and sweet gum balls
burnished with the gleam of gold and
copper, also will be featured.
The holiday house tour will be selfguided, with the addresses of the featured homes and a map printed on the
back of the tickets. Participants may
start the tour at any home and proceed
to all at their leisure. Tickets are available in advance for $30 at Christoffers
Flowers in Mountainside, Baron’s
Drug Store and Williams Nursery in
Westfield or from any Rake and Hoe
member. They also will be available
at any home for $35 on the day of the
tour.
The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is a
non-profit organization. Funds raised
by this event will benefit the club’s
many community projects, which include the Lyons Veterans’ Hospital,
the Cerebral Palsy Center of Union
County and Mobile Meals, as well as
the Miller-Cory House Museum Gardens, Shadowlawn Garden and the
Claire Brownell Memorial Wildflower
Garden. For tickets, please call Linda
Winter at (908) 232-0449.

Jewish Book Fair Set
For December 3 to 7

Denise Wittke of Westfield died on
Sunday, November 19, at home.
Born in Strasbourg, France, she
came to the United States as a small
child. She grew up in New York City,
where she worked for many years.
Denise was an avid gardener and
enjoyed traveling, especially visiting
family and friends in France. She
became a worldwide “solar eclipse
chaser” as a member of Amateur Astronomers, Inc., based at Union
County College in Cranford.
She also was an active member of
the Musical Club of Westfield, the
Westfield Historical Society and the
Genealogical Society of the West
Fields.
Surviving are her husband, Edward
Wittke; a daughter, Laurie Conrad of
Ithaca, N.Y.; two stepdaughters, Gail
Williams of Wilmington, Del. and
Jill Swiecinski of Sewell, N.J.; five
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, November 26, at
the chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. Private interment will
be in the Revolutionary War Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the ALS Association,
Greater New York Chapter, 116 John
Street, Suite 1304, New York, N.Y.
10038 or to the project to restore the
colonial cemetery on Mountain Avenue in Westfield. Donations for this
should be made to the Cemetery Fund
– The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Joseph Tomlinson, 55

WESTFIELD – The Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield’s “Deck
the Halls” holiday house tour, to be
held on Saturday, December 2, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., will feature five
Westfield homes decorated in holiday splendor.
Unique decorations and floral designs will be showcased in keeping
with the theme of each home. Attendees also will have an opportunity to
shop at the artisan craft boutique and
enjoy holiday refreshments at Darielle
Walsh’s home on Grandview Avenue.
Among the other homes on the tour
will be the Laurenzi residence on
South Euclid Avenue, a turn-of-thecentury craftsman-style house featuring a central staircase and multiple
fireplaces. Its theme will be a “Mediterranean Christmas,” inspired by the
family having lived for many years in
Italy. While there, the family amassed
a collection of art and sculpture from
the Mediterranean region.
Designs decorating the home will
be created using fruits of the region,
such as pomegranates, lemons, limes,
oranges and kumquats complemented
with herbs. The Christmas tree will
be decorated with the owner’s unique
elephant ornaments and the Rake and
Hoe members’ designer decorations.
Another home on the tour will be
the Allen residence, a 1937 brick
dwelling on Woodland Avenue. It will
be decorated for a lavish Christmas

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR…The Laurenzi home on South Euclid Avenue in
Westfield will be among the stops on the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield’s
“Deck the Halls” holiday house tour on December 2. Proceeds from the tour will
benefit the club’s various community service projects. In addition to visiting local
homes decorated for the holidays, participants will have an opportunity to enjoy
refreshments and shop at an artisan craft boutique.

Library Programs to Focus
On Business and Medicare
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, has revealed the dates
for two programs to be held in its
Community Room.
On Wednesday, November 29,
Jack Armstrong, president of the
Franchise Network of New Jersey,
will present a seminar at 6:30 p.m. to
help individuals interested in buying
a business or franchise. It is part of a
series presented by the Kean University Small Business Development
Center.
Topics will include investment
ranges, sources of financing, tools to
research businesses for sale, key issues in negotiations, dealing with
landlords and employees and determining whether to start from scratch
or invest in an existing business opportunity.

The second program will feature
Ed Evans in a discussion on Medicare D on Monday, December 4, at 1
p.m. Mr. Evans will explain the pending changes to Medicare D coverage, especially as it relates to Medicare, Medicaid and supplemental
coverage.
Enrollees in the present Medicare
D program may change or upgrade
their plans through Sunday, December 31. Coverage will then be effective Monday, January 1, 2007. The
New Jersey drug programs, PAAD
and Senior Gold, have increased the
income eligibility figures for 2007.
All who are eligible are advised to
carefully re-examine their choices.
All programs at the library are free
and open to all interested participants. For more information or directions, please call (908) 322-5007.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
www.hillsidecemetery.com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead
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Leiz Highlights Why
School Bond is Necessary
By GINNY LEIZ
Chairman, Finance Committee and Vice President,
Westfield Board of Education

ICE CREAM FLOAT…St. Bartholomew School held an ice cream sundae party
for the summer reading program. Pictured in the photo are, from the left to right,
fifth graders Nicole Conti, Jane Lestarchick and Bridget Pepe.

SPFMBA Congratulates
Jeff and Norell Baines
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch of their time and energy to ensure that
Plains Fanwood Music Boosters As- the students thoroughly enjoy their
sociation (SPFMBA) congratulated music experiences at the high school,”
Jeff and Norell Baines of Scotch Kate Reilly, co-president of the
Plains on being named the Volun- SPFMBA, said.
teer Couple of the Year
“They are respected
for the 2006 Scotch
by both parents, faculty,
Plains Mayor’s Gala,
students and alumni.
to be held on Friday,
Their knowledge of the
December 1, at
music program has enShackamaxon Country
abled them to embrace
Club.
‘new parents’ and to
The Baines family is
sustain the interest of
being recognized not
all the students enrolled
only for their contribuin music, no matter
Jeff and Norell Baines
tions to the Scotch
what their specialty.
Plains community, but
Every student’s high
for their dedication over the last eight school music experience has been
years with the SPFMBA.
enhanced as a direct result of the
The music department at the high Baines’ good-natured involvement,”
school said it would not have the she added.
Tickets to the 2006 Mayor’s Gala
parental support that it currently enjoys were it not for Mr. and Mrs. are $55 each, and can be purchased at
Baines.
the Scotch Plains Recreation Office
“They have given countless hours at the Scotch Plains Town Hall.

Yankee Star Rivera Pitches
For Autism Support in WF
WESTFIELD – Last Monday, New
York Yankees great Mariano Riviera
managed to sign a heap of T-shirts and
baseballs during a visit to Rockn’ Joe
Coffeehouse and Bistro in Westfield.
Mr. Rivera, who is close friends with
the coffeehouse owners, Lance and Lisa
Marvin of Westfield, visited Rockn’
Joe to raise money for the McCarton
Foundation for Developmental Disabilities in New York. The organization
supports early intervention and educational services for children diagnosed
with Autistic Spectrum Disorder.
During the visit, Mr. Rivera signed
memorabilia and took photographs
with nearly 100 guests who paid an
entrance fee to meet the future Hall of
Famer. As part of the fundraising effort, participants also donated for a
signed baseball or a signed limitedtime-only Rockn’ Joe T-shirt featuring
Mr. Rivera’s name and uniform number on the back. A small number of
unsigned T-shirts are still available for
general sale at the Westfield location.

“It is wonderful to be at this great
coffeehouse to raise money for the
McCarton Foundation,” Mr. Rivera
told the crowd. “I am glad that Lance
and Lisa invited me to see their new
business and that I had the opportunity to help support the foundation.”
To help raise money, Mr. Rivera donated a signed jersey he wore during the
All-Star Game and a signed baseball
mitt with his name and uniform number
embroidered into it. Brett Marvin of
Purchase, N.Y., Lance’s brother, bought
the mitt for $1,000. Brian Steller of
Westfield, whose 17-year-old daughter,
Caroline, works at Rockn’ Joe, bought
the jersey for $500. A total of $5,500 was
raised in 90 minutes.
“Rockn’ Joe is really a unique place
and is a lot of fun,” Mr. Rivera said, as
he ate lunch with Lisa Marvin. “I
hope to come back here one day soon
and take some of my friends.”
For more information, visit
rocknjoe.net or call the Westfield franchise directly at (908) 232-1660.

Years ago, the Westfield Board of
Education was able to keep surplus
funds in reserve each year, like a
household savings account, to cover
scheduled building maintenance and
repairs, as well as unanticipated personnel or capital expenses.
The reserve fund averaged between
4 and 5 percent each year. This fund
was used for major building construction and also to paint dingy hallways, upgrade lighting, repair roofs
and replace boilers. In 1996, the cost
of constructing additions onto
Jefferson and Wilson schools was
fully paid using reserve funds.
So, why can’t we use reserve funds
to convert Lincoln School into an
early childhood learning center, to
renovate and expand Roosevelt Intermediate School, to replace windows
at Edison Intermediate School?
Recent New Jersey state legislation (Bill S-1701) limits our budget
surplus to 2 percent of our operating
budget. This means we can no longer
‘save’ for anticipated future renovations or capital project expenses. We
no longer have sufficient reserve funds
to pay for anything other than an
unanticipated emergency.
For example, we must reserve funds
for unexpected mid-year enrollments
or placements of special education
students requiring specific out-of-district instruction. In 2004-2005, we
needed to transfer $350,000 from our
reserve fund for this purpose.
At the end of each budget year, any
surplus funds in excess of 2 percent of
our operating budget are returned to the
taxpayer to reduce the property tax levy.
Constrained by state-imposed budget growth caps, as well as years of
enrollment growth, the board has
demonstrated fiscal responsibility by

Author to Give Lecture
On Jewish Genealogy
AREA – Genealogist Gary
Mokotoff will speak on “Tracing Your
Jewish Family Roots” on Sunday,
December 3, at 9:45 a.m. at Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah, located at 111
Valley Road in Clark. The lecture
will be geared toward anyone interested in Jewish genealogy, especially
beginners.
Mr. Mokotoff is the publisher of
AVOTAYNU, The International Review of Jewish Genealogy; co-author of “Where Once We Walked”
and the author of “How to Document
Victims and Locate Survivors of the
Holocaust.”
He has lectured at virtually all of
the annual international Jewish genealogical conferences, as well as the
annual conferences of the Federation
of Genealogical Societies and the
National Genealogical Society
A $5 admission charge includes a
light breakfast. Interested individuals are asked to respond to the temple
at (732) 381-8403 by Thursday, November 30. Attendees are encouraged
to bring a family “artifact” along with
an index card describing it for a display table during Mr. Mokotoff’s lecture.

NSCS Welcomes
MS’s Anthony DeRose

OCTOBERFEST…Sharon Bohrer reads to some of the children who attended
Holy Trinity Interparochial School’s First Annual Octoberfest. The event included hayrides, face painting, pumpkin decorating and games.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Anthony
DeRose of Mountainside has accepted
membership in the National Society
of Collegiate Scholars (NSCS). Anthony will be honored during an induction convocation this fall on the
campus of Saint Joseph’s University.
NSCS is a member of the Association of College Honor Societies and
is the nation’s only interdisciplinary
honors organization for first- and second-year college students. Membership is by invitation only, based on
grade point average and class standing.

prioritizing budget dollars into more
teachers and instruction and away
from all but the most operationally
critical building maintenance. Public
bonds must now be used to fund most
building repairs and improvements,
as well as all major capital projects
and major construction.
The Westfield school district has a
record of successfully financing construction projects through bond referendums. The new classrooms at
Franklin and McKinley Schools (2000),
the new high-school science wing and
classroom renovations (2003) and the
artificial turf field and new running
track at Kehler Stadium (2005) were all
financed through public bonds.
Spread over a 20-year period, a
bond is a financially sound way to
approach maintaining our aging buildings and coping with growing enrollment.
On January 23, 2007, Westfield
residents will once again have an
opportunity to demonstrate support
for the Westfield public schools
through a bond referendum proposed
in response to the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Enrollment (CACE).
The proposals include converting
Lincoln School into an early learning
center for kindergarten and pre-K disabled students; improving 80-year-old
Roosevelt Intermediate School by expanding its cafeteria and library to accommodate enrollment and meet state
standards, renovating its deteriorating
stairwells and improving lighting in
hallways for safety and enclosing an
open breezeway to provide security;
and replacing 48-year-old windows in
Edison Intermediate School’s science
wing with energy-efficient ones.
The commitment to our schools in
the past has made possible an excellent public school system that continues to sustain the growth and vitality
of Westfield. As a board member for
six years, I’ve been privileged to advocate for the education of Westfield’s
children. I’m pleased that this board
of education is in unanimous support
of this bond proposal. Each generation has a responsibility to improve
our schools as a legacy for the future.

Girl Scouts to Host
Brightwood Cleanup
WESTFIELD – Girl Scout Troop
465 will host an awareness and cleanup
day at Brightwood Park in Westfield
on Saturday, December 2, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., with help from the
Westfield recreation, public works and
fire departments. Brightwood Park is
a 44-acre area on Prospect Street.
Volunteers of all ages are sought to
clean up the park trails. Hot chocolate
and water will be available. Work
gloves, garbage bags and other cleanup
materials will be provided. In the event
of inclement weather, the cleanup will
be postponed until the spring.
A brief history of Brightwood Park
will be provided along with environmental information on respecting nature. For more information, please email tayloranderson@att.net.

UC Inducts Students
Into Honor Society

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWS YOU CAN USE…Pat Sharwarko, representative of The Star Ledger’s
Newspapers in Education Program, spoke to parents at the Deerfield School
Media Center in Mountainside on how to motivate, educate and engage their
children with a newspaper. Also shown are PTA Co-Presidents Carolyn Williams
and Donna Klein (far right) and Parent Education Chairperson Marianne
Jennings, second to right.

Newspapers in Education
Impress MtSide Parents
By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Can reading
the newspaper make kids smarter? Pat
Sharwarko, representative of The Star
Ledger’s Newspapers in Education (NIE)
department, certainly thinks so. At a
recent parent education night hosted by
the Mountainside PTA at the Deerfield
Middle School, Ms. Sharwarko identified numerous ways in which parents
and teachers can use the newspaper as a
learning tool, going well beyond the
usual clipping out of current events.
Although her job is primarily to instruct teachers on how to use the newspaper in the classroom, Ms. Sharwarko
spoke largely to an audience of parents
at the PTA program. She gave tips on
how a newspaper can be used in estimating, predicting and even doing math.
Using a Halloween scavenger hunt
worksheet, Ms. Sharwarko demonstrated
a simple and fun activity, suggesting
children search the newspaper for items
such as “the scariest news item” or “a
picture of something a witch could ride
if her broom were broken.” She recommended making similar scavenger hunts
tailored to any seasonal holiday for a
rainy-day pastime.
According to literature available at
the meeting, The Star Ledger’s NIE
program offers teachers the help they
need to advance their students’
progress and performance at every
grade level, and it isn’t limited to
language arts and reading. Through
free supplementary teaching materials, teachers can maximize classroom
results in the subjects of mathematics, social studies, geography, science and more, the literature states.
Ms. Sharwarko noted, “Newspapers
are essentially letters, numbers, words
and pictures. By searching for phrases,
proper nouns, odd or even numbers,
etc., children can become better students. By participating in these word
or number searches, they are reading,
skimming and scanning. And if done
regularly, they’ll be absorbing the news
without even knowing it. And kids
love the newspaper. If they get a newspaper in the classroom, they are motivated from the get-go.”
Since the beginning of the school
year, eighth-grade students in Linda
Shanahan’s Language Arts class at
the Deerfield school have been re-

ceiving the newspaper each Wednesday. Wednesday is the day, according
to Ms. Sharwarko, when there are
probably more numbers printed in
the newspaper than on any other day
of the week, largely due to the abundance of department stores’ advertisements and the inclusion of the
Savor section, where numerous measurements for ingredients are found.
Mrs. Shanahan told The Westfield
Leader, “The program I signed up for
is called ‘Football Fanfare,’ and the
idea is to use the newspaper and the
game of football to motivate students
and reinforce skills in language arts,
social studies and mathematics. I was
also provided with worksheets that
help my students locate information
in the newspaper, describe sensory
images and paraphrase.
“They also provide opportunities
in differentiating fact from opinion,
locating supporting details, identifying parts of speech, writing a critique
and identifying news tags for a feature story,” she added. “It is a wonderful program and the people at The
Ledger couldn’t have been more generous or helpful. After a simple phone
call, I was provided with additional
material to help with Character Education and training for the GEPA.”
In the GEPA Master Series section
of the NIE program, dozens of class
activities and exercises that reflect
the state-testing format to strengthen
skills in each GEPA content cluster
for the study of both Language Arts
Literacy (LAL) and math are included.
Special emphasis is placed on short
constructed response and open-ended
testing materials for grades 7 and 8.
Other similar programs are designed
to help with SPA, NJ ASK (New Jersey Assessment of Skills and Knowledge) and the working knowledge of
the state of New Jersey for grades 3
and 4. And that’s just a sample.
Ms Sharwarko added, “Kean University, the New York Jets and the
New Jersey Nets, as well as large
corporations, such as T. Rowe Price,
Prudential and Penske Truck Leasing, sponsor the NIE program for
schools throughout New Jersey.”
To learn more about The Star Ledger’s
NIE program and how your school can
participate, contact Ms. Sharwarko at
psharwarko@starledger.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catholic High School has announced the
induction of 64 students into the National Honor Society. The event took
place on October 12 in the auditorium.
Locally, Kristin Cassidy and
Cynthia Ritter of Scotch Plains, along
with Elizabeth Peach and James
Trollo of Fanwood, represented the
Class of 2008.
Fanwood’s Elizabeth Casserly and
Megan Dyckman, in addition to Kevin
Cassidy of Scotch Plains and Emily
De Rosa of Westfield, represented
the Class of 2007.
These students have met all the
requirements set forth by the National Honor Society.
MIRACLES OF SCIENCE…From left to right, seventh-grade students Joe
Zbikowski, Gabriella Aquino, teacher Kristin Gasser, Alexis Orlofsky, and
Shannon Streisel from St. Agnes School in Clark, display their science projects
that focused on chemistry elements.

Far Brook

a small school of
uncommon quality where
education is considered an Art.

Far Brook is a small,
coeducational day school
in Short Hills for children from
Nursery through the Eighth
grade. Since its founding in
1948, Far Brook has offered
its students an innovative
and challenging academic
curriculum in which great
music, literature and art
are a natural part of each
child’s daily life.

OPEN HOUSE
Wed. Nov. 29
or

Call for Tour
RSVP 973-379-3442

Far Brook
School
52 Great Hills Road
Short Hills
www.farbrook.org
All decisions on admissions are made without
regard to race, religion, sex or national origin.
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You to all
of our customers!
Happy Thank
Thanksgiving

ShopRite
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Prices effective: Nov. 15 thru Nov. 25
Please check stores for Holiday Hours!

November 2006
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI

19 20

21

15
22

16
23

SAT

17 18
24 25

Marketplace
(Formerly Town & Country Liquors)

Stags Leap,
Napa Valley

Chimney
Rock
Cabernet
Sauvignon
2003

Napa Valley

Napa Valley

Germany

Canada

Ruffino

Fife

Aquinas

Dr. Loosen

Inniskillin

Riserva Ducale
Chianti
Gold Label

Old Vines
Zinfandel

Pinot Noir
2005

Riesling 2005

Intense, with black
pepper, dried berry,
strawberry and toasty
vanilla flavors wrapped
within a lively structure.
“Lots of wineries make
an Old Vine Zinfandel,
but few make an Old
Vine Zin that’s as
supple, sensual and
beautifully structured
as this one.”

Light brick red in color
with a nose full of
violets, cherries,
strawberries, and a
light dusting of sage
and marjoram. In the
mouth, the wine is soft
and fruity with more
cherry and sweet plum
tones with just a touch
of earth aiding the
wine’s depth and
complexity on the finish.

Ice Wine
Vidal Blanc
2004

Ruby red with garnet
hues. Intense and very
ample with inviting
notes of violet, small
red and black berries,
ripe plum and cherry
jam evolving in spicy
aromas of cinnamon,
clove and aromatic
wood.

A deeply hued garnet,
it has an intense black
fruit bouquet with rich
vanilla notes. This
plush wine coats the
palate, exuding blackberry and black cherry
with hints of smoke.

39

Italy

2799

99

16

99

750
ML

750
ML

10

An off-dry white,
bursting with peach
and citrus notes on a
plump, accessible
frame. Modest length.
Delicious now and
should be enjoyed
young due to its low
acidity.

799
750
ML

3999

99

750
ML

375
ML

750
ML

Cavit

Beringer

Pinot Grigio

White Zinfandel

8

09

PRICE
BREAK

10

9

9

Corbett
Canyon

Nobilo

•CABERNET
•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•WT. ZINFANDEL

5

99

ALL TYPES

•MERLOT
•CABERNET
•CHARDONNAY

9

SPARKLING WINES
& CHAMPAGNES

N
Arriving

Georges Duboeuf

Mionetto Prosecco

•POUILLY FUISSE . . . . . .

750 ML

750 ML

DI VALDOBBIADENE
FRIZZANTE

12
1099
1099
999
799
399

750
•BRUT •X-DRY •BRUT ROSE ML

Piper Sonoma
•BRUT •BLANC DE NOIR

Beringer

M&R Asti

750 ML

CORDON

Freixenet NEGRO
WINES
Andre SPARKLING
ALL TYPES

FINE PORTS

9

ALL 750 MLS

750
ML
750
ML

99

•10 YR.
OLD
TAWNY

Majorska

Bacardi

VODKA

RUM

15

01

PRICE
BREAK

1.75 L

12

09

LIGHT
OR
DARK

1.75 L

Johnnie Walker Absolut VODKA
OR
RED LABEL
99
99 REG.
FLAVORS
SCOTCH

29

54
2699
99

12 YEAR OLD

750
ML

Speyburn

1999

750
ML

Glenlivet
Family of Scotches
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

3299
750
ML

FRENCH OAK
15-YEAR OLD

39

99
750
ML

NADURRA
99

49

750
ML

MASH

24

2699

REG. OR FLAVORS
750 ML

24
Ron Romero 99
12
99

1.75 L

SPICED RUM

LIGHT OR DARK

1.75 L

COGNAC & BRANDY

Remy Martin

750 MLS

•VSOP COGNAC

•XO COGNAC

3299
9999

Imperia

1799
Christian Bros. 99
1699
Louis Baron
9

1.75 L

1.75 L

BRANDY

BRANDY

De Laroche
VS

VSOP

XO

1499 1999 3999

2699
2399
1999
1999
999

1.75 L

Olifant
Smirnoff

1.75 L

80 PROOF REGULAR

Crystal

1.75 L

31

Gordon’s
Crystal

1.75 L

6

99

1.5 L

NAPA
ALL 750 MLS

HERITAGE VINES
“CUVEE”

11
1099
999

. . . . . . . 750 ML

•Rosenblum

799

•CHABLIS •BURGUNDY
•BLUSH CHABLIS •ROSE
•RUBINO ROSSO •RHINE

4L

Dessert Wines ALL TYPES

. . 750 ML

. . . . . . . . . 750 ML

999
3L

899

•CHABLIS •ROSÉ
•BURGUNDY

4L

CR Cellars

1299

•BRAVISSIMO
•FORTISSIMO

•St. Francis . . . . 750 ML14
•Ravenswood
99
SONOMA

Rossini’s®
Classic Cellars

Paul Masson

Zinfandels
•Rancho Zabaco

899
99
•OLD WORLD CLASSICS 10
•VINTNER SELECT
1299
•HOUSE WINE FAVORITES

4L

Kendall
Jackson
VINTNER’S
RESERVE

•Cabernet
•Merlot
•Pinot Noir . . . . . .
•Chardonnay
•Zinfandel
•Syrah . . . . . . . . . .

1299

Pinot Noirs
•Morgan . . . . . 750 ML 21
99
•A to Z . . . . . . . . 750 ML13
99
•Ramsay . . . . . 750 ML 11

99

750
ML

1099
•Sauvignon Blanc
99
•Riesling . . . . . . . . . .8
750
ML

750
ML

750 ML
IRISH

Baileys CREAM
REG. OR
99
FLAVORS

17

750
ML

CORDIALS

Cointreau
Grand
Marnier

2999
2899

CANADIAN

•B&B
•Drambuie

2599

•Licor 43
•Starbucks
Di Saronno

1899

1.75 L

SOUR MASH

750
ML

1L

750
ML

750
ML

Crown Royal 21750
ML
99
Gozio AMARETTO 211 L
Seagram’s
99
191.75
VO
L •Irish Mist
99
•Frangelico 19 750
ML
TEQUILA
99

Don
Julio
750 MLS

•SILVER . .36.99
•REPOSADO 39.99

99
750

•AÑEJO . .44.99

ML

14
1099

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

Franzia 5 L BOXES

1700

3599
Knob Creek
2699

Tanqueray
#10
99

ALL 750 MLS

1299
99
•CHIANTI RISERVA . . . . . .9
99
•ROSSO TOSCANA . . . . . .8

PRICE
BREAK

BLACK

1.75 L

24

7

750
ML

Romana
Sambuca

1.75 L

GIN

750
ML

COGNACS
750 ML

750
ML

Jim Beam

750
ML

Iceberg

Hiram Walker
BLACKBERRY BRANDY

1199

BOURBON

VODKA

750 ML

99

•Cabernet
99
•Merlot . . . . . . . . . . . .17
99
•Chardonnay . . . . . . .13
99
•Sauvignon Blanc . .12

Your
Choice!

1509

1.75 L

15

Sterling

Jim Beam Tanqueray
SOUR
99 GIN
99

RUM

Capt. Morgan

99

•20 YR.
OLD
TAWNY

PRICE
BREAK

1.75 L

Grey Goose

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Dewars

1999

•TOSCANA
RED
•RISERVA DUCALE
LABEL
CHIANTI
TAN
99
99
750
750
LABEL
ML
ML

18

ML

Canadian
Club

3499
99
Seagram’s 7 15
IRISH WHISKEY

Johnnie Walker

10 YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

1.75 L

Bushmills

SCOTCH
BLACK LABEL
12 YEAR OLD

29

1.75 L

15 19
2499 5999

Bristol Cream SHERRY

SCOTCH
PRICE
BREAK

•LBV 1998

•Dry Sack SHERRY
•Harvey’s

Clan MacGregor

7

Reserva Wines

Di Lupo

ALL 750 MLS

99

99

750 ML

99

Santa Marvista

•ALTO ADIGE
PINOT GRIGIO . . . . . . .

•LB

•RUBY •TAWNY

•Cabernet KNIGHT’S VALLEY .19
99
•Pinot Noir CARNEROS . . .16
99
•Merlot NAPA . . . . . . . . . .14
99
•Sauvignon Blanc . . . .12
99
•Chardonnay NAPA . . . .11

750 ML

ML

Quinta
do Noval

1499

99

19

99
750

PORTS & SHERRIES

799

799
99

•MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

750
ML

99
750

ML

•BEAUJOLAIS VILLAGES
•MACON VILLAGES . . . . . . .

750 ML

Korbel

ML

ALL 750 MLS

750 ML

13

500 ML

Goosehörn

•MODUS

15

7

99

•TEMPRANILLO
•RUEDA

•CABERNET •CHARDONNAY •MERLOT

16

750 ML

8

o

99
750

•CHARDONNAY

Marques de Riscal

Ruffino

99
750

99

1499

•JOHANNISBERG RIESLING
•GEWURZTRAMINER 750 ML

ML

750
ML

•SHIRAZ

Beringer

99
750

9
799

ALL TYPES
1.5 L

AND ALL
OTHER FLAVORS

Charles Krug

35
Moet & Chandon
WHITE STAR
2999
Heidsieck
MONOPOLE
2499
Banfi
ROSA REGALE
1499
BRUT CHAMPAGNE
YELLOW LABEL

750
ML

750
ML

Sauvignon
Beaujolais Nouveau
Blanc
99
99
v. 16th

1.5 L

Veuve Clicquot

999 799

Georges Duboeuf
750
ML

1.5 L

GRAND ESTATE

Tomasella Cranberry

18

8

99

ALL TYPES

Moselland Santa
Riesling
Margherita

1.5 L

1.5 L

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•ZINFANDEL
•WHITE
ZINFANDEL

Smoking Luna di Rosemount
•MERLOT
Loon
Luna
99
•CABERNET

1.5 L

ALL TYPES

99

Columbia
Crest

11
99
Pinot Grigio
750
ML

11

01

Yellow
Tail
99

99

AND ALL OTHER TYPES

1.5 L

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR •SYRAH

by Robert Mondavi

Stone
Cellars

PRICE
BREAK

1.5 L

Woodbridge

Beringer

The nobilty of this
vintage shines with an
alluring assortment of
fresh nectarine, papaya,
litchi, tangerine and
orange blossoms.These
exquisite fruit flavors,
combined with invigorating acidity offer
multi-layers of balanced
pleasure.

Jose Cuervo

1.75 L GOLD

Cancún

1.75 L GOLD OR WHITE

AMARETTO

12-OZ. LOOSE BOTTLES

24•Budweiser REGULAR OR LIGHT PACKS
•Miller
Your Choice
Genuine Draft
•Miller Lite
99
•Coors REGULAR OR LIGHT

1799
750
ML

•Caravella
LIMONCELLO

99
750
ML

•Kahlua
DeKuyper

1.75 L

Pucker SOUR APPLE

19
1999

BEER

750
ML

1699

14

750
ML

899
750
ML

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Lincoln Park, 60 Beaverbrook Rd., Lincoln Park, N.J. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND
NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Wed., Nov. 15 thru Sat., Nov. 25, 2006. We reserve the right to limit
quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

Discounts
Mixed
Available On: Cases

Mixed
Cases
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS) of Wine of Spirits

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
®

Debit
Card
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RAIDERS MUST BRING BACK MAGIC OF 2002 GAME

Raiders Face Stiff Challenge
In ‘Pre-Turkey Day’ Game
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wednesday, November 22, would
present quite a challenge for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team’s Pre-Thanksgiving
Day match up with the powerful,
sixth-ranked Elizabeth Minutemen at
Williams Field in Elizabeth. The 4-5
Raiders have struggled with a fourgame losing skid while the 9-1 Min-

utemen have been gliding like a welloiled machine.
In the four previous Thanksgiving
Day outings with the Minutemen, the
Raiders have a 3-1 edge but were shut
out 27-0 last year. In 2004, the Raiders
shocked then No. 11 Elizabeth, 13-12,
when wide receiver Sean Smith had
respective fourth-quarter TD receptions of 20 yards and 61 yards from
quarterback Dan LaForge and Mike

Baumwoll kicked the winning point
after. In 2003, the Raiders’ Wild Dog
defense, featuring Travis Boff, Marc
Fabiano, LeRoy Anglin, Mike Dinizo
and company, baffled the Minutemen
in a 6-0 upset. Quarterback Mike
Walker scooted for a 22-yard TD.
But the most memorable was the
very first meeting when the Raiders
walked into Williams Field on a bitCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin (2005 Thanksgiving Day Game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING A WESTFIELD HIGH SCHOOL RECORD…Blue Devil Marcus Allen Green hauls in his ninth interception of
the season on Thanksgiving Day to break Jan Cocozziello’s WHS record of eight set in 2003.

RUNNING GAME HAS STEPPED UP, MUST STOP DIXON

Blue Devils Want to ‘Gobble’
Cardinals on ‘Turkey Day’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
David B. Corbin (2002 Thanksgiving Day game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING HEAVY PRESSURE ON THE QUARTERBACK…The rabid “Wild Dog” Raider defense, featuring Marc
Fabiano, center, pressured the Minuteman quarterback all afternoon on Thanksgiving Day 2002.

MATTES, HENNESSEY, BARBA, PARKINSON LED TEAM

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Had
‘Tale of 4 Different Seasons’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High expectations were set for the
Westfield High School boys soccer team
this season and all seemed to begin well
when the Blue Devils won their first
three games. A big losing streak and a
big winning streak followed then, after
tournament time, the Blue Devils finished with a 13-7-2 record.
“It was kind of like the tale of four
different seasons. The first season,
we went 3-0. The second season was
0-5-2. The third season was 8-0 and

the fourth season was tournament
time,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner whose career wins
(all varsity sports) is 798 and for boys
soccer is 199. “We started well, not
winning impressively, but winning.
Then we went into a tale spin. It may
have been connected, to some degree, of (goalie) Greg O’Brien breaking his wrist. Six of those seven nonwins were competitive. Then Kearny
ripped us to shreds. That weekend,
we got together and I made a number
of decisions. The single most impor-

tant decision, at his request, Chris
Mattes felt that he would serve the
team better as a sweeper rather than a
striker. He had been a fullback his
freshman and sophomore years, so it
made some sense.
Although Mattes was invaluable as
sweeper, he also notched four goals
and an assist. Nick Barba, who was
moved to marking back, contributed
two assists and, later in the year,
marking back Kevin Hennessey (2
goals) was moved to the midfield

Three straight victories – Malcolm
X. Shabazz, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Bridgewater-Raritan – have assured the Westfield High School football team of, at least, a .500 record
this season but the Blue Devils have
their sights on finishing with a 6-4
record with a win over Plainfield in
the 103rd meeting of the two teams
on Thanksgiving Day at Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield at 11 a.m.
The Blue Devils proved how tough
teams in the Watchung Conference
really have been with their 35-18
thumping of Bridgewater-Raritan on
November 11, especially when they
were afforded the luxury of playing
many players from their bench in the
second half.
“Look at the playoffs! Five teams
went in, four teams won (as of November 16) and the teams that won,
won pretty handily, and they were
teams we lost to,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno. “There
are no easy weeks here.”

Westfield won the first recorded
meeting against Plainfield, 26-0, in
1900 and own a 50-44-7 edge over
the Cardinals who won the last three
meetings – 9-7, 40-0 and 9-0. The
Blue Devils, however, won the previ-

ous three Turkey Day meetings.
The 2000 game provided the most
total points in all of the meetings with
the Blue Devils winning a wild one,
42-25, to finish with a 6-4 record.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Devil’s Den

Extra Meaning to Thanksgiving
For Former Blue Devil Cary

Devil of the Week
Santo Nardi
WHS Football

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LETTER OF INTENT…Blue Devil Chris Mattes signs a letter of intent to play
lacrosse at Rutgers University. Pictured, left to right, behind Chris are: his
parents Sue and Ray Mattes, Blue Devil boys lacrosse Assistant Coach Marc
Silbergeld and Athletic Trainer Sandy Mamary.

Blue Devils Complete
X-C Season Undefeated
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Injuries plagued this year’s
Westfield High School girls crosscountry team but the injuries did not
stop the Blue Devils from finishing
the regular season with another undefeated, 9-0 record, including a victory over rival Scotch PlainsFanwood. As a result, the team’s total
record from 1980-2006 has risen to
201-70.
Despite a second place finish in
both the Watchung Conference and
State Sectional meets, the varsity Blue
Devils had a solid performance for
the year.
“For a good part of the season, we
were constantly moving people in
and out due to injuries,” commented
Blue Devil Head Coach Thom
Hornish.
Since 1984, the Blue Devils have
either been first or second in the
Watchung Conference. Their fifth
place finish in the Union County Tournament was their lowest placement
since 1987. The girls were first in
1988-89, third in 1990, first from

1991 to 2001, second in 2002, first in
2003, second in 2004 and 2005, and
fifth in 2006.
Since 1984 the Blue Devils have
qualified for the Group IV Championship meet by being among the top five
teams from the section. Westfield
grabbed first or second from 1991 to
1996 WHS. The Blue Devils were fifth
in 1997 but came back to place either
first or second from 1998 to 2006.
The freshmen placed second at the
Mt. St. Dominic’s Invitational, first at
the Stewart Invitational, fourth at the
Shore Coaches and were the unofficial Watchung Conference and
County Champions. The JVs placed
second at St. Dominic’s, second at
the Stewart Invitational, third at the
Shore Coaches and won both the conference and county championships.
Liz McCarthy was the individual
Union County JV Champion.
“Given the strength of the frosh
and JV teams and a solid eight returning varsity runners from this year’s
top-12, we look forward to a strong
competitive season (next year),” said
coach Hornish.

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO GO…The Blue Devil girls anxiously await the start of the varsity
cross-country race at the Union County Tournament.

While Scotch Plains is clearly our
No. 1 sports rival, tomorrow’s WHS
vs. Plainfield Thanksgiving Day game
does have its history and charm. It’s
the second-oldest rivalry in Union
County (the first meeting was in 1900,
two years after Westfield faced both
Battin/Elizabeth and Rahway for the
first time). And tomorrow’s WHSPHS game will be the 102nd time the
schools have squared off, with WHS
holding a 50-44-7 advantage.
Contrary to popular believe, the
game was never played on Thanksgiving until 1944, three years after
Plainfield coach Jack Liddy pulled
his team off the field in the fourth
quarter (with his team leading) to
protest the officiating. The schools
canceled all athletic competitions
until a truce was worked out and they
met on Turkey Day 1944.
Three years after the rivalry was
restarted — in the teams’ 42nd meeting, but just the fourth on Thanksgiving — the captains met for the coin
toss at Recreation Field (now Gary
Kehler Stadium). For Westfield that
was Gerry McGinley; for Plainfield
is was Charles Cary (see photo on
page 92 of the book, 100 Years of Blue
Devil Football). McGinley scored two
touchdowns that day on passes from
Sam Mitchell, while sophomore Rick
McGinley ran for three scores in a 3212 win that capped a 10-0 season for
Spittin’ Joe Freeman’s squad.
Nearly 30 years later, Cary’s son
Drew captained the 1986 WHS team
that knocked off Plainfield 27-14 as
junior quarterback Dave Brown completed 11 passes and had TD tosses to
Chuck Mueller and Mark Nelson.
“The Westfield game always meant
a lot to my dad,” Cary, now a bond
salesman in New York City, said the
other day. “He loved Plainfield. It
was a different town there when he
was growing up.
“But for him, Westfield against
Plainfield wasn’t as big a deal as
when I was playing in the game. For
me, that was the big game, to be part
of the tradition and one of the names
of the players who played in that
game, that was very important to me.
Westfield had its dominance over the
years, and they (Plainfield) had some
dominance too.
“I grew up in Westfield. Westfield
and Storrs (Connecticut, where he
played four years of football and was
also a shot put standout, holding both
the WHS and UConn records) and
now New York are the only places
I’ve lived,” Cary said. “We had a big
rivalry with Scotch Plains. That was
pure hate. The towns were so similar,
they just hated each other.
“But Plainfield was huge, too,” Cary
said. “I played with guys from the
south at Connecticut and they would
talk about the crowds and stuff at
their high school games. For me, for
us, that was the Plainfield game. Those
crowds were the closest we got to the
big time.”

Drew Cary won’t be attending
tomorrow’s game. His father passed
away this past August 1, and the youngest son will spend a reflective day with
his brother Charles Jr., and sister
Roslyn. But you know when kickoff
time rolls around that he’ll be thinking
of the Blue Devils, and his dad.
“I hope we win,” Cary said. “My
dad just loved that game so much. He
had sort of split allegiances, of course.
But he would always sit on the
Westfield side when I played.”
SENIOR SENDOFF
WHS will be looking to finish the
football season with a 6-4 mark under
first-year coach Jim DeSarno. That
would be a huge turnaround after
back-to-back 1-9 seasons. A solid
group of outstanding seniors will be
playing their final football game for
WHS (in many cases their final football game ever), including: Pete
Antonelli, Tommy Bonard, Mark
Boyd, George Cornell, Sam
Crawford, Sean Ferro, Will Harbaugh,
Mike Henry, Matt Ince, Dan Johnson,
Jack Meagher, Santo Nardi, C.J. Patella, Joe Schurig, J.T. Sheehan, Tyrell
Simmons, Joe Simone, Ryan Yarusi
and Devon Wise.
(By the way, DeSarno’s former high
school, Kinnelon, has won four of its
last five games and takes a 5-4 record
into its Thanksgiving Day against
Mountain Lakes.)
DEVIL TRIVIA
Before Plainfield became the annual Thanksgiving opponent in 1944,
seven different teams had played WHS
on that day (eight if you count Spring
Valley, N.Y., which backed out of the
1929 game). How many of the seven
can you name?
DEVIL TRIVIA II
This is a trick question. Malcolm
Allen and Ricardo Johnson each ran
for over 100 yards against
Bridgewater. When was the last time
WHS had two runners go over the
century mark in a single game?
THE STARS CAME OUT
If you weren’t at the seventh
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame induction dinner this past Monday night,
you missed an awesome night. There
were 13 new inductees: individuals
Roger Anderson, Brian Ciemniecki,
Denise Comby, Matt Elmuccio, Bob
Harvey, Andy Hubsch, Dave
Robinson, Jack Rogers, Steve
Tebbetts, Bob Torborg and Marcie
Williams, former swim coach Chuck
Gantner and the 1970 football team.
But what made it extra special was
the place was packed with WHS fans
and also many former Hall of Fame
inductees, including Jackie Booth,
Russ Bowers, Owen Brand, Pete
Braun, Dave Brown, John D’Andrea,
Merilyn Diamond, Krissy Jeremiah
(Turner), Gary Kehler, Glen Kehler,
Gerry McGinley, Joe Monninger,
Greg Moore, Dicky Myers, Jim
Ohaus, Kim Schmidt (Selert), Jeff
Torborg, Greg Weiss, Chris Wojcik
and Jim Zitch.

An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

With this ad. Hurry, offer ends 12/7/06.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.
First time visitors. Must be 21 years or
older. Some restrictions apply.

You’ve undoubtedly seen the video
of that wild college football fight
between Miami and Florida International (probably ad nauseum if you
are one who chooses to watch the
Bristol Clown Channel, a.k.a., ESPN).
The Miami placekick holder on that
fateful PAT prior to the brawl was No.
16 Matt Perrelli. Back in 2001, Perrelli
quarterbacked the WHS freshman
team to a 5-4 season. His family then
moved to Jupiter, Fla., where he was
a three-year starter. Perrelli is now a
6-foot-3, 232-pound sophomore
backup QB for the Hurricanes.
ON THIS DATE
1930: Dom Urciuoli’s 1-yard run
in the fourth quarter gives Westfield a
12-6 victory over previously unbeaten
Cranford. That earned WHS (6-0-2) a
share of the North Jersey Class B
championship with Hackettstown (the
home of future WHS coach Gary
Kehler), the first of WHS’s 14 sectional titles.
1979: WHS manages a mere 60
yards of total offense but hangs to
beat Plainfield 3-2. Steve Rothrock’s
20-yard field goal in the second quarter and a late goal-line stand were the
difference.

It’s not too soon to start planning
for the eighth induction dinner, which
will be Monday, Nov. 25, 2008. If
you’d like to nominate an individual
(five years out of WHS), coach (no
longer coaching), or team for possible induction at a future dinner,
contact Bill Jordan at Taylor-Love
Realty, Ed Tranchina at the WHS
athletic department or me, via the
Devil’s Den at The Westfield Leader.
VENEZIA TO COLGATE
Harding Street has produced more
than its share of WHS athletes and
coaches over the years. Starting with
(according to the street’s unofficial
historians, Bob and Marge Brewster)
the late Bill Taylor back in the 1940s,
former WHS baseball coach Norm
Koury and ex-basketball coach Bob
Sanislow, and athletes Dennis Burke,
Jerry Hendershott, (Animal) Ed Down,
Bob Brewster Jr., Larry Inkster, Kurt
Gillhaus, Shawn Flaherty, Sue Phillips,
Matt Jessup, Kevin McCormack, Andrew Shaffer, the Murphy brothers
and Kurt and Kevin Stock.
Mike Venezia has already earned
his place on that list, and the two-year
WHS basketball co-captain recently
signed a letter of intent to attend

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LETTER OF INTENT…Blue Devil Mike Venezia signs a letter of intent to play
basketball at Colgate University. Pictured, left to right, behind him are: Head
Coach Kevin Everly, and parents Mike and Ann Venezia.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Madison 1923 and 1925, North
Plainfield 1926-27, Nyack (N.Y.) 193435, Haverstraw (N.Y.) 1936, Pearl River
(N.Y.) 1937, Ridgewood 1940-41,
Ferris (Jersey City) 1942-43.
TRIVIA II ANSWER
It was November 1999 against
Kearny, but the trick part is that there
were actually three runners — Chris
Giacone (118), Pat Tuohy (108) and
Terrence Jenkins (101) — over the
century mark in WHS’s 21-14 victory.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
There was no varsity action between last week’s Den and today, so
this week’s winner of a free sub from
Al the Owner at Westfield Subs (261
South Avenue) is Santo Nardi. The
senior two-way lineman, a three-year
starter, had an exceptional day in
WHS’s 35-18 win over BridgewaterRaritan on Nov. 11. He had 10 tackles, three for losses, including a pair
of sacks, and his blocking helped
both Malcolm Allen and Ricardo
Johnson run for over 100 yards.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
notesy items at bj1019@aol.com. GO
DEVILS!

Colgate University in Hamilton, N.Y.,
this fall. Venezia enters his senior
basketball year with 594 career points,
after leading the team with 396 points
as a junior. More important, his WHS
teams have produced winning records
all three years he played on the varsity (he started as a sophomore and
junior), going 16-8, 11-10 and 14-9.
Blessed with excellent court vision, a nice touch, and the rare (these
days) ability to not force shots to put
up a bigger point total, Venezia honed
his game last summer with the Jersey
Shore Warriors. After sifting through
several scholarship offers, he went
with Colgate.
Any old-timers looking for a comparison, Venezia is a slightly smaller
version of 6-5 Bob Felter (’65), one
of the school’s three 1,000-point scorers. One big difference, Venezia sports
a ’50s-era letterman’s crewcut, as
opposed to Felter’s ’50s-era rebel
“duck’s a—” do.
Venezia’s older sister Lisa, herself
a three-sport standout at WHS, is now
a senior at Villanova, and younger
sister Dianna, a WHS freshman, just
finished the volleyball season and
will be an impact player on the WHS
varsity girls basketball team.
PERRELLI ON TV

ATTORNEY

AT

LAW

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.
Ramsey Berman, P.C.
Specializing in:
EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &
SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS
REAL ESTATE & LAND USE
ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
Rahway invites you to learn more about the
region’s most spectacular, professional and
comprehensive Fitness and Wellness Center.
Take advantage of our construction discounts
as we discuss with you how the proper
environment, education, nutrition and
professional instruction will help you achieve
all your fitness and health goals.

FEATURES & AMENITIES:
■ Over 200 Group Fitness
Classes offered each week
■ Aquatic Center
Jr. Olympic Pool
Therapy Pool
Spa Pool
■ Personalized Programs
■ Certified Trainers /
Exercise Physiologists
■ Nurses
■ Medical Advisory Board
■ Full Service Day Spa
■ Child Care
■ Beautifully Appointed
Locker Rooms
■ Sauna
■ Steamroom
■ Aqua Therapy
■ Physical/Occupational Therapy
■ Cardiac Rehab Phase III
■ Cooking Classroom
■ Healthy Café

STATE-OF-THE-ART
EQUIPMENT:
■ Treadmills
■ Stair Steppers
■ Upright/Recumbent Bikes
■ Ellipticals
■ Rowers
■ Free Weights
■ Selectorized Equipment
■ Pilates Reformers
■ Cybex
■ Stretch Stations
■ FreeMotion
■ TechnoGym
■ Kinesis
■ Nautilus
■ HammerStrength
■ Keiser
■ LifeFitness
■ Precor
■ NordicTrack
■ BodyMasters,
and much more...

tjardim@hrb-nj.com

New
Extended Hours!
Now Open Sundays!

973.984.1632
www.hrb-nj.com

OWEN BRAND

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4
& Sun. 10-2

EDUCATIONAL LECTURES
& PROGRAMS / SPECIALTY
PROGRAMS:
■ Healthy Cooking Classes
■ Nutritional Counseling
■ Registered Dietician
■ Adolescent Programs
■ Speakers Bureau
■ AED/CPR Training
■ Physician Lectures
■ Diabetes Education
■ Health Screenings
■ Stress Management
■ Variety of Weight
Management Courses
■ Wellness Health Fairs
■ Youth Programs
■ Parent & Me
■ Swim Instruction
■ Lifesaving Training

FAX:

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER
ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans
An Affiliate of RWJ University Hospital - Rahway

Our Information and Enrollment Center
is now open at our Scotch Plains location!
Mon.-Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 10-2

2120 Lamberts Mill Rd.
Scotch Plains
(908) 232-6100

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26
obrand@isbmortgageco.com
Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender
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Field Hockey Devils Will Miss
Coach ‘Maggie’ McFadden
pointing. We were 2-2 after that, lost
against AL Johnson, won the next
two games and lost, 3-2 in overtime
in our final game with Kent Place.”
Westfield had impressive wins over
AL Johnson, 1-0, and Union, 3-0 and
3-2. The Blue Devils whipped Governor Livingston 4-1 and 1-0, and
trounced Roselle Park, 2-0 and 5-0.
“If you asked the kids about their
choice of highlights it would be the
double overtime, 0-0 tie in the rain
with Cranford and the double OT win
with GL and believe it or not, the
overtime game against Kent Place.
They highlighted their resiliency
throughout the season. They never
gave up, played hard and clicked as a
unit. Sometimes we threw a clunker
in there and they got their butts
kicked,” said McFadden.
With no shining superstars, the Blue
Devils held their own with team captains forward Maureen Hughes,

seven,” said McFadden. “Leigh did a
very good job in the middle. You
Finishing with a 7-9-1 record, the
don’t see a whole lot of defensive
2006 Westfield High School field
numbers because they are a lot harder
hockey were competitive in every
to keep track of but she was pretty
game and fell just short of qualifying
solid. The third captain Taylor, played
for the NJSIAA state playoffs.
in just one game due to a knee injury.
Westfield did show vast improvement
She is perhaps as good as any captain
and enjoyed success by putting toon the field. She came to every pracgether several victories prior to tourtice, came to every game and was
nament time and put more balls into
there more or less as an assistant
the net than in previous years.
coach.”
“I thought we had more of a coheSophomore Agustina Healy led the
sive team, the kids learned a lot this
Blue Devils with seven goals. “She’s
season and got consistently better,”
going to get better. Other coaches
said Maggie McFadden in her final
have noticed her. I see big things from
year as Head Coach. “It was disapher and I’m hoping that she scores
pointing that we were not .500 or
lots of goals,” said McFadden.
better, but we hit a point that the girls
The most improved player was seplayed with a lot more talent.”
nior forward Christine Isabella (Union
Even though the Blue Devils lost
County [UC] and Mountain Valley
against Kent Place in the Union
Conference [MVC] Second Team
County tournament and did not qualselection). She recorded seven goals
ity for the NJSIAA playoffs, they
and six assists.
“Christine did an outstanding job offensively
and some of the things she
did this year were very
impressive. Also, we don’t
want to forget about senior defenseman Alyson
Guerriero who made UC
and MVC Second Team,”
added McFadden.
Earning UC and MVC
First Team recognition
was senior goalkeeper
Natalia Mavrogiannis.
“The fact that she was
chosen over the likes of an
Oak Knoll, Johnson or
Kent Place goalie was
quite an accomplishment.
The coaches recognized
the skill and talent that she
had,” said McFadden.
Westfield will suffer a
huge loss when it graduates 11 seniors. “They
were not always recognized as the most talented
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times group but it did not matDEDICATED AND TIRELESS… After taking over as Field Hockey Head Coach in 1983, ter because they worked
Maggie McFadden took tremendous joy in teaching the finer points of the game. McFadden will their tails off every day
retire at the end of the year after accumulating a 179-162-70 record.
and they were a great and
fun group to go out with
never gave up. Recalling several defenseman Leigh Weissman and as my last group of kids coaching,”
memorable games, McFadden noted, goalkeeper Katherine Taylor.
concluded McFadden. “The kids
“Leigh and Maureen did a great job that are left behind, the juniors and
“We played Kent Place sometime in
mid-October. It was just 2-0 with keeping the team resilient and work- sophomores are going to be a really
three minutes left and the kids played ing hard. Mau did a very good job good nucleus. There is a lot of taltheir hearts out. Unfortunately near bringing the ball down and distribut- ent on the junior varsity level and
the very end of the game we gave up ing to the other shooters and that’s this team is only going to get better
two goals and that was a little disap- why she leads the team in assists with next year.”
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

David B. Corbin (2005 Thanksgiving Day Game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING A CARDINAL DOWN TO EARTH…Blue Devil John Dugan, wearing No. 58, latches on to a Cardinals and
brings him to the turf in last year’s Thanksgiving Day game. Plainfield won 9-0

Westfield Blue Devils Want to ‘Gobble’
Plainfield Cardinals on ‘Turkey Day’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Matt Daly and Mike Mroz each ran
for two touchdowns (TD), as the Blue
Devils gobbled up 331 yards on the
ground, and quarterback Ryan
MacDonald fired two TD passes.
Mroz also had 11 tackles.
In 2001, in Westfield, the game
went right down to the wire when
quarterback Louie Mercer burst onto
pay dirt on a fourth-and-goal with 45
seconds remaining to give the 8-3
Blue Devils a 24-21 victory. On a
trick play, at the beginning of the
game, Mercer pitched to wide receiver Jay Cook who then tossed a
55-yard TD strike to tight end Brian
Butts. Cook also blocked a punt and
recorded his seventh interception of
the season.
“He (Cook) had been bugging me
to use that play since the beginning of
the year,” said Athletic Director Ed
Tranchina, the Blue Devils head coach
at that time.
Quarterback Jan Cocozziello became one of the heroes in the 7-3 Blue
Devils’ 14-6 victory in 2002 when he
scrambled all over the field to finally
complete a 49-yard TD run with 5:27

remaining in the game. Cocozziello
also fired a 13-yard TD pass to running back Bart Walsh.
The Cardinals were dominant in
the decade of the 50s, winning 11
straight from 1949 to 1959, which
included four shutouts. After the arrival of coach Gary Kehler, the Blue
Devils owned the Cardinals from 1968
until 1981, winning 15 straight meetings, including devastating triumphs
in 1969 (45-0) and 1970 (49-6).
In their string of three victories this
season, the Blue Devils appeared to
have found the handle on their running game, especially with the efforts
of Malcolm Allen and the pleasant
surprise of sophomore Ricardo
Johnson.
“We have been running the ball
pretty well. It’s nice! We have had
good tailback play all year, Ryan
Yarusi before he sprained his ankle
and Malcolm, then he sprained his
ankle, and now Ricardo came in. They
all run hard. That’s the key to our
running game,” said DeSarno.
This season, the Cardinals have
been nursing their wounds with a 1-8

Goods & Services You Need!

record but wide receiver/running back
Reggie Dixon is one of the fastest
runners in the state and could be devastating if not contained.
“We won’t see anybody as fast as
him. He’s as fast as they come in the
whole state. He’s one kid we are
concerned with. We are going to try
to figure out a way to control him, try
to keep him in front of us as much as
possible,” said DeSarno who added,
“We have a lot of seniors who haven’t
beaten them. This one’s got the tone,
traditional rivalry all set. The kids are
motivated!”

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor
SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”
TEL: (201) 955-1073
www.keanflooring.net

Bathrooms
For All
Budgets
Free Estimates
Free Design Ideas

732-667-7262

ROMAN
Home
Improvements

All Types of Carpentry

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms
Basements • Decks • Stairs

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN
LLC
Free Estimates
Insured

908-233-8956
Landscape Design
Year Long Plantings
Lawn Maintenance
Patio • Walks • Masonry
Retaining Walls

(732) 680-9626
Free Estimates

Fully Insured

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

908-791-1820
Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured
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Raiders Face Stiff Challenge
In ‘Pre-Turkey Day’ Game
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A HEAD UP…Blue Devil marking back/midfielder Kevin Hennessey,
No. 21, was selected All-Union County First Team.

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Had
‘Tale of 4 Different Seasons’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

from time to time. Striker Tom
Parkinson led the Blue Devils offensively with seven goals and four assists followed by Jon Ramalho with
six goals and two assists. Mattes,
Hennessey, Barba, Parkinson and
Ramalho were named First Team AllUnion County (UC) Coaches poll.
Mike Irving (1 goal, 2 assists) was
named All-UC Second Team, while
Vincent Clark (5 goals, 1 assist), Andy
Brill (3 goals, 3 assists) and Roberto
Olivares (4 goals, 2 assists) received
All-UC Honorable Mentions. Dan
Strauss finished with three goals and
four assists, Jim McManus had one
goal and two assists and Brian Nelson
had a goal and an assist. Todd
Saunders had two assists, Akis
Evangelides had a goal and O’Brien
contributed an assist.
Before O’Brien broke his wrist, he
had 19 saves, allowed two goals and
had one shutout. Sophomore Mike
Lessner (127 saves, 20 goals allowed,
7 shutouts) took over as keeper for
most of the remainder of the season
but freshman Adam Fine (8 saves, 1
goal allowed, 1 shutout) was moved
up and played his first game in the 31 upset victory over then undefeated,
No. 3 Union.
At that time, Kapner asked Keith
Hertell, who had been part of the
coaching staff while the kids were in
Brazil last summer, to help in coaching, especially the sweeper position.
Kapner also had Barba and Hennessey
mark Union scoring stars Rob and
Brian Barrera.

“Nick and Kevin Hennessey marked
them right out of the game. Adam did
very well in goal. The team was like a
different team. Then we went on an
eight-game winning streak,” said
Kapner who added, “Kevin is the unsung hero on this team. Mattes was
obvious, a leading scorer and in the
sweeping position. Kevin was always
marking the other teams’ best and always doing a phenomenal job. Those
two had the greatest impact on this
team. Third would be Nick Barba.”
During the winning streak, Lessner
recorded five shutouts. “In the
Plainfield game, I started Adam Fine.
In the second half, I played Mike. He
became a far better player from that
point on,” said Kapner.
At the Union County semifinals, the
Blue Devils’ winning streak came to
an end at the feet of Union, 3-2. However, within a week, the Blue Devils
came back to defeat the Farmers, 3-2.
“We lost to Union because I think
they came out more motivated than
us. In the states, we were more motivated than them,” added Kapner.
Most would consider the two victories over Union and the 2-1 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood to be
coach Kapner’s most memorable
games but they would 67 percent correct. “The big loss was Bridgewater.”
“Two years ago, we hit bottom. We
were 2-12. Last year, we improved.
We got into the states. I’m hoping that
we are rebuilding this program and
next year we will go steps beyond,”
said Kapner.

Parkview At Westfield
50 Cardinal Drive, Westfield NJ

• Class A Office Space
• 41,281 square feet / 3 stories
• Sapphire Blue Reflective Glass

terly cold Thanksgiving Day in 2002
and, inspired by the presence of then
line coach Rob Harmer who was
wearing only a cutoff sweat shirt,
marched out with a sizzling 33-6 victory, the worst defeat the Minutemen
have experienced.
When starting quarterback Mike
Walker went down in the first quarter,
backup quarterback Markell Harrison
came in engineered an offensive assault that chewed up 321 yards on the
ground, not counting his TD passes
of six yards to Charlie Bachi and 23
yards to Josh Wexler. Kyle Adams
rushed for 174 yards, including a 32yard TD run and a two-point conversion. Kyle Baker rushed 125 yards
and had TD runs of three yards and
five yards. Wexler also had three interceptions, a fumble recovery and
blocked a field goal attempt. Baker
had two interceptions and Matt Powers had a fumble recovery.
This year’s Minutemen have been

Coach Steve Ciccotelli.
Raider junior quarterback Mike
Chervenyak has become more effective with his passing game and he also
demonstrated that first hand against
Westfield when he completed 11 of
23 passes for 283 yards, including
TD strikes to Tim Green and Jason
Zelesnik for one yard and 67 yards,
respectively. The Raiders can strike
some lightning with Zelesnik, who
had four receptions for 129 yards in
that game, and Kyle Rowbotham, who
had five receptions for 106 yards.
But, in order to get it done against
the Minutemen, the Raiders must
chew up ground yardage and the clock
with running backs Greg Brand and
Tom Pennella. Defensive linemen
Colin Campbell, Mike Alleman, Steve
Wenson, Keith Baker and company,
along with John Badala, Pennella,
Rob Scibek, Kyle Mihansky and
Brand, must stuff the Minutemen running backs.

David B. Corbin (2002 Thanksgiving Day game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOCKING THE MINUTEMEN…Raider Josh Wexler destroyed the Minutemen with three interceptions, a fumble recovery and a blocked punt on “Turkey
Day” 2002.

very solid across the board and have
plenty of depth, not just with their
huge offensive and defensive lines
but also with their speedy wide receivers and running backs, along with
their quick linebackers, corners and
safety.
Senior quarterback Michael Eargle
has been very effective mixing running with passing and demonstrated
that first hand in the 38-6 victory over
Westfield four weeks ago when he
completed seven of nine passes for
196 yards, including long touchdown
(TD) strikes to wide receivers Syam
Rhodes and Khaseem Greene for 70
and 45 yards, respectively.
“Obviously, they are a very good
football team. They have a great quarterback. They have a great running
back. They are talented on both sides
of the ball. There’s no doubt we have
our hands full,” said Raider Head

“We may be disappointed but I’m
very proud of them. I’m proud of how
hard they work. I’m proud of how
hard they play. I’m very proud to be
their coach,” commented Ciccotelli.
“We are going to get our kids ready to
play, hopefully put them in positions
to make plays. Defensively and offensively do the same we have been
doing. People think there’s a magic
solution. There’s no magic solution.
It comes down to blocking and tackling.”
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the PLANNING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on November 15, 2006, granted approval to for
a conditional use in order to erect a house
on property located at 66 Woodland Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey being Block
39, Lot 35.
Documents pertaining to this application are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.
Ms. Vanessa Singh
50 North Evergreen Road, Apt # 97G
Edison, New Jersey 08837
1 T - 11/23/06, The Times Fee: $16.32

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING GOOD BLOCKING…Westfield PAL B-White back Paul Werner,
No. 20, runs behind the blocking of Brendan Dugan, No. 37, James O’Rourke, No.
26, and Ryan Elliott, No. 76.

Westfield B White Falls
To Summit in Super Bowl
In their second consecutive Super
Bowl appearance, the American Conference Champion Westfield B team
lost to National Conference Champion Summit, 32-15, at Kehler Stadium on November 19.
Quarterback John Shafer fired two
touchdown (TD) passes to give Summit a 16-0 lead in the first quarter.
Westfield answered when QB James
O’Rourke found WR John Lanzano
open in the Summit secondary for a
50-yard TD pass. FB Brendan Dugan
added the PAT with a dive over the
right side behind the strong blocking
of linemen Dan Bigelow, Mike
Mondon, Ryan Elliott and John
Gabriel.
Shafer added three more TD passes
to increase Summit’s lead to 32-7.
Westfield closed the gap to 32-15
with a strong offensive drive late in
the game that featured a long pass
from O’Rourke to Jonnie Gribbin,
who was stopped at the one. O’Rourke
sneaked in for the TD behind the
blocking of Kevin Anderson, Nick
Calello and TE Nick Knepper. Gribbin
split the uprights for the two-point
conversion.
O’Rourke had two more pass attempts
in the end zone to wide outs Zach Chodor

and Justin Ricardo but both plays were
well defended. Punter Geoff
Scognamiglio had several well-placed
punts deep into Summit territory.
Westfield had trouble defending the
Summit passing attack, however, linemen Elliott, Mondon, Anthony
Amatucci, Robert Capaldo, Alec
Garrity and Alex McHugh, along with
linebackers Billy Hedley, John Dooley,
Joe Rinaldi, John Stelmach, Matt Huff,
Ryan Rittendale and Alex Bond, made
tackles. The secondary of Paul Werner
and Wil Johnston, along with
cornerbacks Kurt Kowlaski and Pat
Johnson, were kept busy with the strong
Summit passing attack.
Elliott and Dugan had QB sacks.
O’Rourke, who also played linebacker
was voted the game’s most valuable
player by the Suburban Youth Football league officials who were on
hand for the game.

See PAL Photos:
on www.goleader.com
Photos of the Westfield PAL
A & B Superbowl Games
Will be posted on Web today

FSPY Boys Swim Very Well
Against Ridgewood Y Boys
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA boys swim team had an excellent showing in a loss against
Ridgewood YMCA.
In Individual Medley, Jeff Peart (9/
10), Greg Baliko (11/12) and Tim
Foster (13/14) all touched in second.
In Freestyle, several boys had top
three finishes including Matthew
Auda and Colin Sullivan (8&U);
Andrew DiBiasse and Brendan
McKenna (9/10); Joe Dunn and Ryan
Gajdzisz (11/12); Peter LiVolsi (13/
14); and Matt Green and Brian
O’Donnell (15/18).
In breaststroke, newcomer Kevin
Fleck (8&U) grabbed third with a
personal best time, while veteran Scott

Marino (15/18) took first. In backstroke, Chris Hoerrner (8&U) and
Gajdzisz touched first, while Alex
Favreau (9/10), Alex Burzynski (13/
14) and Zach Peart (15/18) all grabbed
top-three finishes.
In butterfly, Auda, Dunn and Marino
placed first, while younger brother
Matt Marino (9/10) and Foster touched
second and Matt DiBiasse (11/12)
touched third. Strong personal-besttime swims were posted by Eric Chang,
Hoerrner and Marcel Green.
Two relay teams finished first: the
11/12 team of Dunn, McKenna,
Gajdzisz, Baliko and the 15/18 team
of Mike Miller, O’Donnell, Green
and Marino.

• Stainless Steel Columns & Trim
• Beautifully Appointed Common Areas
• Build to Suit Units from 2,500 sq. ft.

908-464-6000

MAKE FANWOOD YOUR HOME
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

C

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

TWO STELLAR AGENTS
Representing the Burgdorff Philosophy of

ongratulations

“Anticipating the needs of our clients
and exceeding their expectations... every time.”

FANWOOD… Welcome to this spacious and charming, Colonial home

which boasts a beautiful Living room with hardwood floors and crown
moldings, formal Dining room, updated Kitchen and cozy Family room.
Other great features are Central Air, three bedrooms, hardwood floors, 1.5
baths and a 1 car attached garage. All within a short distance to town,
schools, NYC train.
For additional information or a private tour of these homes, please contact:

Patricia ‘Pat’ Plante
Broker/Sales Associate – Westfield Office
Direct Dial: (908) 233-2162
Pat-Plante@Burgdorff.com

Frank D. Isoldi

600 North Avenue West

(908) 233-0065

Gina Suriano-Barber

Coldwell Banker has been helping families buy and sell homes for nearly a century.
Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the
nation. These are three of our agents who exemplify our commitment to the highest
standards of professionalism, integrity and service.
Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555

Westfield Office

Eileen Burlinson

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
1-888-317-5416

James Murphy Carol Gross

Sales Associate Sales Associate
908-233-2505 908-518-5287
jim-murphy@burgdorff.com carol-gross@burgdorff.com

Extraordinary Agents. Dramatic Results.

Call now for a pre-approval decision

WESTFIELD OFFICE

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated.

600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-0065
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Westfield Boca Jr. U9s Tie
Unbeaten Metuchen, 0-0
The Boca Juniors soccer team tied
an undefeated Metuchen club, 0-0, at
Sid Fey Field in Westfield on November 19. Boca played a superb defensive game and stood toe to toe with one
of the best scoring teams in the league.
Kevin Bronander played excellent
in goal in the first half. Jack Cash kept
the shutout alive with excellent
goalkeeping in the second half, including a spectacular one-handed diving save late in the game. The back
line of Luke Beaulieu, Matt Mcilroy
and Eddy Encinas shut down
Metuchen early in the game to set the
tone of this hard fought match.
Sam Brown, Billy Cook and Jack
Gorelick showed great ball handling
but could not break through a tough
defense. In the third quarter Boca
pressured the net and the Metuchen
goaltender let up a rebound that
bounced out to Tyler Roth. Roth
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
November 21, 2006.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1878
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE LAND USE ORDINANCE
OF
THE
TOWN
OF
WESTFIELD IN ORDER TO
CLARIFY THE REGULATIONS FOR THROUGH LOTS,
REVISE VARIOUS YARD
REGULATIONS AND AMEND
THE REGULATIONS FOR
COVERAGE BY PORCHES
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1887
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO.
1795 ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE POLICE AND
FIRE DEPARTMENTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD AND
VARIOUS AMENDMENTS
THERETO.”
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 06-23-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 10 OF CHAPTER 12
OF THE FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE RELATING TO
CONSTRUCTION FEES
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on November 13, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 11/23/06, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-25-R
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on November 13, 2006. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 10B(3)(H) OF
CHAPTER 12 OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
RELATING TO ELECTRICAL
SUBCODE FEES
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on December 12,
2006, 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 11/23/06, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

In compliance with the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law, the land use ordinances
of the Town of Westfield, and the rules and regulations of the Town’s Planning Board,
NOTICE is hereby given that the Westfield Planning Board will conduct a PUBLIC
HEARING as follows:
Julie A. Marsella

2. Property:

200 Canterbury Road
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
Block 2203 Lot12

3. Zone:

RS-12

4. Date of Hearing:

Monday, December 4, 2006

5. Time of Hearing:

8:00 P.M.

6. Place of Hearing:

Westfield Municipal Building
Council Chambers
425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

7. Application:

Minor Subdivision Plan with Bulk Variances to
divide one lot into two lots, retain existing house
and construct one new house. The new lot will be
fully conforming to the Town of Westfield Zoning
Ordinance and requires no variances. The existing lot contains pre-existing variance conditions
as set forth below. These variance conditions will
remain and will not be exacerbated.

8. Bulk Variances:

Article 11 The Land Use Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield. All variances pertain to existing lot 12,
(proposed lot 12.01) are pre-existing and will not
be exacerbated.

E3
E5
E5
E6

Summit PAL A Boys Edge
Westfield, 16-12, in Superbowl
The Westfield (WF) PAL A Team
was edged, 16-12, by Summit in the
Suburban Youth Football League
Superbowl Championship on November 19 at Kehler Stadium. Patrick
Bergin had 96 rushing/receiving total
yards. Ryan Hess was named the
game’s MVP with five receptions,
including one touchdown.
WF scored first, driving 65 yards on
Dan Kerr’s 44-yard pass to Hess and a
15-yard touchdown run by Jack
Kephart. The PAT hit the left post.
Next, Kyle Saggio recorded a 10-yard
sack to halt Summit but Summit’s
defense forced WF to punt. Garrett
Pryor and Craig Callahan held Summit on a fourth-and-three. Summit then
blocked Kerr’s pass on fourth down.
Summit rolled with a 31-yard
completion to the WF 13 and scored
on a diving catch. The PAT was good.
Summit’s defense forced a punt
that Tim Donovan barely got off.
Summit’s QB tossed a 19-yard
completion to his receiver who ran

for another 20 yards before Tom
Snyder caught him from behind. Summit, however, scored again on a rollout
pass to a diving receiver.
In the second half, Kyle Wolf
knocked down a pass to stop the Summit drive. Kerr hit James Berry for a
12-yard completion. Bergin had three
runs for 25 total yards then Kerr hit
Hess for a 13-yard touchdown. The
PAT was blocked.
Summit drove to the WF 18 but
Steven Forgash broke up a pass in the
end zone and Christian Barber pressured the QB into an incomplete pass.
Summit then missed a 27-yard field
goal attempt. WF countered with a
drive to the Summit 21, including a
42-yard reception by Bergin. On
fourth-and-seven, Kerr’s pass to Hess
was knocked down in the end zone.
With time running out, Kerr hit Bergin
for 25 yards, then threw to Hess in the
end zone. Summit defended. On the
final play, WF tried a “Hail Mary” pass
that was knocked down.

Category
Permitted/Required
Lot Frontage
80 feet
Min. Front Yard
40 feet
Min. Street Side Yard 20 feet
Min. Side Yard
15 feet

The Westfield Y’s Girls A swim
team fell, 105-102, to the West Morris Y on November 18.
(8Us) Caroline Felix (25-free, 25fly) got first. Shannon Pyle took first
in 25-back and second in 25-free.
Jamie Thomas took second in 25breast and third in 25-fly. Caroline
Basil took first in 25-breast, Gwyneth
Devin took second in 25-back and
Emily Oster took third in 25-breast.
Pyle, Basil, Felix and Devin finished
first in 100-free relay. Courtney Thomas, Jamie Thomas, Marina DeCotiis
and Oster got second.
(9-10s) Erika Daniel placed first in
the 100-IM and second in the 50-breast.
Amy West got second in the 50-free
and third in the 50-fly. Shannon
Sokolow got second in the 50-fly.
Katherine Duffy, West, Sokolow and
Daniel got second in the 200-free relay.
(11-12s) Brooke Sweeney (100-IM),
Abby Pires (50-breast) and Maeve
Maloney (50-back) touched first. Krysta
Huber (50-free), Becky Zhang (50breast), Loren Ball (50-back) and Oria
Alexander (50-fly) placed second.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 06-22-R
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 7 OF CHAPTER 242
OF THE FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE PROHIBITING
ILLICIT CONNECTIONS TO
THE BOROUGH’S STORM
SEWER SYSTEM
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on November 13, 2006.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication
as required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 11/23/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

Sweeney, Pires, Huber and Ball finished first in the 200-free relay.
(13-14s), Becky Krakora (100-breast)
got second. Olivia Scrofani, Krakora,
Kelsey Wilson and Kyle Higgins
touched second in the relay. (15-18s)
Katie Morgan (200-IM, 200-breast)
placed second. Suzanne Lemberg (100free) and Kate Johnson (200-back) got
second. Julie Cederroth, Morgan,
Johnson and Lemberg touched second
in the 200-free relay.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CITIZENS INPUT FOR
REVENUE BLOCK GRANT
Mayor Martin Marks has announced a
public hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant, XXXIII Year
funding on December 4, 2006 in Room
202, Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
We are attempting to set our own priorities and want to know how our own citizens feel the county allocation should be
spent”, said Mayor Marks.
Scotch Plains has benefited from Community Development funds since 1975
amounting to over $3,750,000. It is expected that approximately $6,000,000.00
will be available to Union County for XXXIII
Year funding.
The hearing will be chaired by Joseph
Duff, Robert Johnston, and Philip Schick
official delegates to the Revenue Sharing
Committee. Nineteen towns in Union
County are involved, and all projects must
have a 2/3 majority of the total committee
membership approval in order to become
reality.
Application for projects will be available
at Township Hall and include complete
instructions concerning project eligibility.
Projects funded throughout the 19 member municipalities includes: housing rehabilitation, neighborhood preservation, code
enforcement, senior citizens facilities, child
care facilities, and various social service
programs.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 11/23/06, The Times Fee: $34.17

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Redefining Real Estate

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR MINOR SUBDIVISION APPROVAL
TOWN OF WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD

Ordinance
Section 11.06
Section 11.06
Section 11.06
Section 11.06

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SO CLOSE TO WINNING…Westfield PAL A receiver Ryan Hess, No. 80, has the
ball tipped out of his hands by the Summit defender in the end zone near the end
of the Superbowl Game. Hess had a touchdown reception earlier in the game.

PUBLIC NOTICE

1. Applicant:

Page 15

Westfield Y A Swim Girls Fall
To West Morris Y, 105-102

changed direction and took a hard
shot that just missed the upper right
corner of the net. Mackey Rembicz
and Nick Greenspan kept the opposing team off rhythm with strong attacking at midfield.
Led by coaches Bill Cook, Gary
Mcilroy and Mike Beaulieu, Boca
closed out the fall schedule with its
best played game of the season.
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Thursday, November 23, 2006

Existing/Proposed
67.17 feet
35.74 feet
2.51 feet
12.64 feet

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005

640 RAHWAY AVENUE, WESTFIELD

12 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and renovated 10 room Colonial close to downtown Westfield and NYC
transportation. This fine home boasts a formal Dining Room and Living Room
w/fireplace, 1st floor Office, screened porch, updated Eat-in Kitchen w/adjacent
Family Room opening to two-tiered deck overlooking park-like property, hdwd flrs,
Recently Repositioned at $799,000
central air, MBR & updated bathroom.

Situated on park-like property on a quiet street, this spacious & tastefully decorated 10
room home offers close proximity to the elementary school. This authentic Tudor
boasts a gracious Foyer, formal Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor
Den & Family Room, eat-in Kitchen, finished Recroom, hardwood floors w/cherry
Offered for $929,000
inlay, Master Bedroom Suite and central air.

650 GLEN AVENUE, WESTFIELD

1248 SUNNYFIED DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS

Pristine and updated Colonial offers ideal location on a quiet street within walking
distance to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation. This fine 4 bedroom
home boasts a new eat-in Kitchen w/Corian counters, new Baths, Master Bedroom
Suite, first floor Family Room with fireplace, Recreation Room, hardwood floors and
Offered for $659,000
central air.

Extensively renovated Ranch home on peaceful ½ acre of property nestled on a quiet
tree-lined street on the south side of Scotch Plains. This immaculate home offers a
new Kitchen w/Corian counters, 3.1 Baths, formal Living Room w/fireplace, first
floor Family Room with fireplace, 2 Master Suites, screened porch, hardwood floors &
central air.
Offered for $819,000

An Application dated August 4, 2006 was filed on August 7, 2006 by the Applicant.
Waivers or exceptions may be sought for certain site plan details which are set forth
on the Application and such other site plan details or relief as may be appropriate. A copy
of the application and documents are on file in the Administration Office of the Town
Engineer, 959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey 07090, and may be inspected
during normal business hours (8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.) by all interested parties at least
10 days prior to the hearing. In accordance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, any
person that might require special needs should be in contact with the Planning Board
office during normal business hours so that their needs may be addressed (visually or
hearing impaired, wheelchair bound, etc.)
LEIB, KRAUS, GRISPIN & ROTH
Attorneys for Applicants
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader
Fee: $88.74

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS
Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 14th day of
December, 2006 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at ten o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:
The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 14th day of December, 2006 together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2006.
The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.
Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.
The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey , 1937, and amendments thereto.
At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due
on the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified
check or cash.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who
is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.
The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 14th day of December, 2006, exclusive of the lien for the year
2006 are as listed below:
Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes
Westfield, New Jersey
Location of
Property Address

Owner

Block
& Lot

Amount Due
Dec. 15, 2005

*1. 731 Mountain Avenue
Decker, Scott & Megan
1202/5
2.
821 Grant Avenue-REAR Unknown owner
1304/30
3.
827 Grant Avenue-REAR Unknown owner
1304/31
4.
835 Grant Avenue-REAR Unknown owner
1304/32
5.
847 Grant Avenue
Unknown owner
1304/38
6.
515 St. Marks Avenue
Donohue, John & Kathleen
2309/10
7.
782 Hancock Street
Unknown owner
2702/5
8.
227 Florence Avenue No. Unknown owner
2703/2
**9. 221 Hazel Avenue
Delpopolo, Joyce & Dominick 2802/24
10. 434 Summit Avenue
Cohen, Janice E.
3003/16
11. 515 Trinity Place
Rowland, Cheryl
3010/1/c0050
12. 629 Ripley Place
Sela, Zeev
4003/21
13. 625 Ripley Place
Caldora, Frank & Gloria
4003/22
14. 229 Windsor Avenue
Winsor, Barbara Franklin
4004/43
15. 1010 Seward Avenue
Isbrecht, Richard W.
4604/2
16. 4 Max Place
G.M.Harbt Enterprises, LLC 4702/62.02
17. 1 Max Place
Harbt, George M.
4702/64.02
18. 74 Tamaques Way
Bruder, Richard D.
5201/52
19. 154 Summit Court
Kania, Joseph & Suzanne
5504/17
20. 1717 Boulevard
Snider, A. Est of c/o Denman 5607/21
*sidewalk assessment ordinance #2000
**sidewalk assessment ordinance #2085
4 T - 11/16, 11/23, 11/30 & 12/7/06, The Leader

$
592.10
$
21.54
$
21.54
$
21.54
$
21.54
$11,371.35
$
21.54
$
21.54
$
461.88
$ 5,457.11
$ 3,431.33
$ 4,362.31
$
751.00
$ 3,352.80
$10,162.99
$ 3,311.26
$ 2,204.13
$ 4,424.65
$ 6,010.28
$ 7,825.51

Fee: $412.08

955 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD

130 TUDOR OVAL, WESTFIELD

Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield
street. Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with
wood burning fireplace. This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air &
furnace, new windows, master Bedroom with new full bath, fenced yard and deck
Offered for $819,000
overlooking manicured grounds.

Immaculate and renovated Center Hall Colonial offering ideal location in a quiet
Westfield neighborhood with a short walk to Jefferson Elementary School. This
impressive home offers a new gourmet eat-in Kitchen with granite counters, three new
Bathrooms, Master Bedroom Suite, first floor Family Room and Den, finished
Offered for $800,000
Recroom in basement, hardwood floors & central air.

© 2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
908.301.2004 - Direct Line
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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Thrift Shop Holiday Sale
To Be Held In Westfield

CLASSIFIED ADS
RECEPTIONIST NEEDED

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Westfield Agency
Immediate Opening
Accurate Typist
Pleasant Telephone Manner
Word/Excel
Fax resume to (908) 232-0520

PT receptionist in Doctor’s office
in Mountainside. Bright family
speciality office. Must be
experienced, reliable and have
references. Please fax resume to
(908) 273-8653

HELP WANTED

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and experienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.
WANTED

Conference Table
An inexpensive 6 foot table
would fit perfectly
Contact Rob at
The Leader/The Times
(908) 232-4407
DRIVERS WANTED

Drivers- Combo CDL Driving/Dock
Jobs Avail! Central Transport/JWA
have local P&D and combo Road/
dock positions out of South
Plainfield. Dedicated Routes/
schedules/excellent income.
November-$1000 Sign-On Bonus.
Home Daily/No Weekends. Local/
Dock-$20hr/starting, $23.50/hr
top pay! Road/Dock-$19/hr
starting $23.50/hr top pay! Road/
Dock-$1000+per wk. Vac/Holiday
Pay/Health/Dental Benefits/401K
Program. CDL-A w/Hazmat. Min.
6-12mo exp req.
Call (800) 331-1176
jwacorp@yahoo.com
FINANCIAL MANAGER

To direct the preparation of financial reports, income statements,
balance sheet and analysis
of future earnings or expenses.
Require BS/BBA in Accounting
or equivalent. Resume to:
Parikhs Corporation
16 South Ave W # 266
Cranford NJ 07016
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Prime office space
in premier elevator building.
Downtown Westfield
Site Parking Available
1200 or 2000 sq. ft.
(908) 451-7888
WANTED
OLD TRAINS & TOYS
$$ BEST PRICES PAID $$
ALL LIONEL &
OTHER TRAINS & OLD TOYS
CALL (908) 889-9251

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Service League’s (WSL) Thrift Shop,
located at 114 Elmer Street, will hold
its Holiday Sale on Saturday, December 2, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. This sale
includes new toys and clothing available at discounted prices, plus Christmas decorations and a large selection
of holiday gift items.
All league members donate new
toys. The general public has donated
additional items. The shop racks and
shelves will be replenished throughout the day of the sale. The thrift shop
will feature many items at 50 percent
off leading up to the sale.
The Westfield Service League also
PUBLIC NOTICE

editor@goleader.com

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held November 21,
2006 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
5th day of December, 2006, at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

BEDROOM SET

Beautiful Cherry sleigh bed,
dresser/mirror and nightstand.
Value $2000, Sell $775
Call (732) 259-6690
HOME FOR SALE

Wychwood - Center Hall Colonial.
Good neighborhood. 4 bedrooms,
3 1/2 baths. Sale by owner.
$1,650,000. (908) 416-4460
MATTRESS SETS

New pillow top
in plastic w/warranty.
Queen $120, King $175.
Can deliver
Call (732) 259-6690

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1888
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 37
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:
SECTION I:
1. Section 37-1 of Chapter 37 of the
Town Code shall be amended to read as
follows:
Sec. 37-1. Establishment.
There is hereby created a Communications Advisory Board which shall be an
advisory board to the Town Council composed of eleven members.
2. Section 37-2 of Chapter 37 of the
Town Code shall be amended to read as
follows:
Sec. 37-2. Purpose.
The Communications Advisory Board
shall have the following purposes:
(a) To recommend to the Town Council
the employment of a person to be an
employee of the Town to be director of
operations of the local access television
station to be known as Westfield Community Television (hereinafter “WCTV”)
(b) To recommend the purchase of such
equipment and the construction of such
facilities as are needed to enable WCTV to
meet its objectives.
(c) To recommend to the Town Council
the adoption of appropriate policies which
would insure that the community television channel is used in the best possible
manner to serve the needs of the community with programs which would cover community events, cultural and athletic events,
and other programs that would be of interest to the community.
(d) To create and establish community
announcements for emergency response
capabilities and service.
(e) To plan and implement promotional
public relations and promotional strategies to enhance community awareness of
WCTV and its activities with all forms of
media.
(f) To supervise all activities related to
the operation of WCTV.
(g) To advise the Town Council on how
best to utilize the public access programming available to the community.
(h) To serve as liaison on cable television matters between the Town and its
schools and between the Town and commercial cable television providers.
(i) To review the computer reports of
customer complaints which are maintained
by the commercial cable television providers.
(j) To apply for and receive for the Town
of Westfield contributions, grants and donations of all types from individuals, organizations, profit and non-profit, public and
private corporations, government agencies and others to support these purposes.
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader Fee: $87.72

CUSTOM AUDIO & VIDEO
LCD & PLASMA TVs
ARCADE GAMES
Turn-key installation of LCD &
Plasma TVs. Includes TV,
speakers, cables, wiring.
We take care of everything!
We install multi-zone audio
systems featuring 100 CD
changers, satellite radio, IPOD
connectivity - all operated via
touch screen key pads.
We also sell Arcade Games,
Pinball Machines, Air Hockey
& Pool Tables. NO ONE
WILL BEAT OUR PRICE!
CALL RICH AT(908) 377-4711
OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
1800 Sq. foot upstairs office
in newer building.
Dividable into 2 offices if
necessary. Good location on
South Ave. w/off-street parking.
$2500/mo
includes heat and water.
Call (908) 232-2116

Understanding Memory Loss
A FREE Informative Event at Sunrise of Westfield
Do you have questions regarding memory loss and
Alzheimer’s disease? Join us for a program that will
explore the difference between normal age-related
memory changes and abnormal changes that are
associated with Alzheimer’s disease or related dementia
disorders. This program will also help participants
understand the importance of earl diagnosis and will
conclude with tips to keep your mind sharp.
Afterwards, please visit our community, meet our team,
mingle with our residents or take a tour. See what we do
to make our community a place seniors call home.

EVENT DETAILS

Understanding Memory Loss
with Eileen Doremus,

Alzheimer’s Association
Date: Wednesday, November 29
Time: 7:00pm
Place: Sunrise of Westfield
240 Springfield Ave., Westfield, NJ
RSVP to 908-317-3030

Sunrise Assisted Living is committed to furthering the
knowledge of senior living topics through events and seminars
designed to help and inform seniors and their caregivers.

Light refreshments provided
Handouts available

Our event is open to the public, but an RSVP is appreciated.
For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

operates a consignment shop upstairs
at the same address that carries men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing, as
well as shoes, books, toys, household
items, jewelry and holiday gift items.
The WSL is a non-profit, volunteer
organization. All proceeds from shop
sales are donated to local charities.
Both shops are open Tuesday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
further information, please call the
thrift shop at (908) 233-2530 or the
consignment shop at (908) 232-1223.

Local Master Gardener
To Discuss Houseplants
WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Cooperative Extension Master Gardeners
of Union County will present a lecture
on “Houseplants” as part of its 2006
Fall Garden Speaker’s Series.
The free class will be held on Thursday, December 7, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
in the first floor auditorium at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield. Parking is
available in the back of the building.
Steve Schoeman, a Master Gardener from Westfield, will discuss
the joy of houseplants. He will instruct participants in how to prepare
them for the winter and how they can
add color and warmth to one’s living
quarters. To reserve a seat, please call
(908) 654-9854.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on Monday, December 4, 2006 in Council Chambers in the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear and
consider the following application:
06-22 MICHAEL MAHONEY, LLC,
649 & 655 Fourth Avenue, Block 3303,
Lots 7 & 8 seeking Preliminary and Final
Major Subdivision Approval with no variances. Applicant seeks to demolish two
existing houses, slate patio with BBQ,
arbor, paved driveways, frame garage,
tennis court, combine both lots, and subdivide combined lots into four (4) newly
conforming lots, and construct four (4)
new single family dwellings ending in a
cul-de-sac.
Applicant also seeks the following De
Minimus Exceptions from the following:
New Jersey Residential Site Improvement Standards contained in the New
Jersey Administrative Code Title 5 Chapter 21:
1. Section 5:21-4.8, A 50 foot Right of
Way is required. Applicant proposes a 40
foot Right of Way.
2. Section 5:21-4.2, A 30 foot cartway
width is required. Applicant proposes a 23
foot cartway width..
3. Section 5:21-4.5 requires sidewalks
to be constructed. Applicant proposes that
no sidewalks be constructed.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.
Arthur P. Attenasio, Esquire
Attorney for the Applicant
Arthur Attenasio, LLC
324 East Broad Street, P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091-0490
(908) 233-6013
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-8989-06
FILE NO. 9505-06
NOTICE TO REDEEM
MOORING TAX ASSET
PLAINTIFF VS. RUTH WASHINGTON, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, ET ALS. DEFENDANT(S)
TO: RUTH WASHINGTON, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; WILLIAM C. CARTER, INDIVIDUALLY; WILLIAM C. CARTER, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF
RUTH WASHINGTON; MRS. WILLIAM
C. CARTER, WIFE OF WILLIAM C.
CARTER; THOMAS A. CARTER, INDIVIDUALLY; THOMAS A. CARTER, AS
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF
RUTH WASHINGTON; MRS. THOMAS
A. CARTER, WIFE OF THOMAS A.
CARTER; YVETTE DEVALLE; JOHN
DOE HUSBAND OF YVETTE DEVALLE,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS; STEVENS CARTER; MRS.
STEVENS CARTER, WIFE OF STEVENS
CARTER; ALAN T. WASHINGTON;
MRS. ALAN T. WASHINGTON, WIFE
OF ALAN T. WASHINGTON; TIMONTHY
ECHEANDIA;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on November 13, 2006, the Superior Court Fixed December 28, 2006 between the hours of nine o’clock in the
forenoon and four o’clock in the afternoon,
prevailing time, at the office of the Tax
Collector of PLAINFIELD, located at 515
WATCHUNG AVENUE, PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY 07060, as the time and
place when and where you may pay to the
plaintiff the amount so found due for principal and interest on its certificate of tax
sale as follows:
LOT 14 BLOCK 436 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 89590 is
$125,903.59, together with interest from
November 6, 2006 and costs.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader Fee: $68.34

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Panelists to Spotlight Issues
Regarding Mental Health
AREA – All are invited to attend a
free, informal presentation on Tuesday, November 28, by NAMI-Union
County (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) at 7:30 p.m. at the Osceola
Presbyterian Church, located at 1689
Raritan Road in Clark.
The program will consist of a panel
of two mental health professionals
and two NAMI family members who
will address the concerns of the audience on a variety of current mental
illness issues. Attendees will have an
opportunity to ask questions, exchange information and learn from
the experiences and knowledge of
others who share common problems.
One of the panelists will be Joyce
Benz, a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker and Director of the Intensive
Family Support Services of the Mental Health Association in New Jersey.
Another will be Elaine Jeffers, Director of Health Services at an assisted living facility in Bridgewater,
who has 29 years of nursing experience. For the past eight years, she has
worked as a case manager, legal nurse

‘Y’ to Salute Music
From 1920s-1930s
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host a program for adults on
Hollywood and Broadway musical
hits from the 1920s and 1930s on
Thursday, November 30, from 12:30
to 2:30 p.m. at its main facility at 220
Clark Street in Westfield.
Participants will learn basic theory
as well as information about the lives
and techniques of popular composers
and lyricists. They also will have a
sing-along and play music-related
games. Lunch will be served.
This event is open to members and
non-members at a cost of $15 per
person. For more details, please contact Anne Baker at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 414, or by e-mail at
abaker@westfieldynj.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-20424-06
FILE NO. XCZ 80342
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
FRANK W. PEPE JR.;
REGINNA R. PEPE, AND
EACH OF THEIR HEIRS, DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES, AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; SUPPLIES NETWORK;
CEREMACOR CORPORATION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon ZUCKER,
GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, ESQS.,
plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 200
Sheffield Street, Suite 301, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092-0024, telephone number 1-908-233-8500, an Answer to the
Complaint for Foreclosure filed in a civil
action, in which Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. is
plaintiff, and Frank W. Pepe Jr., et al., are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Union
County, and bearing Docket F-20424-06
within thirty-five (35) days after 11/23/2006
exclusive of such date, or if published after
11/23/2006, (35) days after the actual date
of such publication, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief demanded in the Complaint for Foreclosure.
You shall file your Answer and proof of
service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, together with your check in
the sum of $135.00 representing the filing
fee in accordance with the rules of civil
practice and procedure.
This action has been instituted for the
purpose of (1) foreclosing a Mortgage
dated 08/27/1998 made by Frank W. Pepe
Jr and Reginna R. Pepe as mortgagors, to
First Union Mortgage Corporation recorded
on 09/03/1998 in Book MB6842 of Mortgages for Union County, Page 172 which
Mortgage was assigned on 02/07/2001 to
the plaintiff, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. by
Assignment Of Mortgage recorded on 02/
18/2001 in Book AB1232 of Assignments
Of Mortgages forUnion County, Page 326
and (2) to recover possession of, and
concerns premises commonly known as
12 Bates Way, Westfield, New Jersey
07090.
If you are unable to obtain an attorney,
you may communicate with the New Jersey Bar Association by calling (732) 2495000. You may also contact the Lawyer
Referral Service of the County of venue by
calling (908) 353-4715. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may communicate
with the Legal Services office of the County
of venue by calling (908) 354-4340.
Frank W. Pepe, Jr. and Reginna R.
Pepe, husband and wife,, and each of
their heirs, devisees, and personal representatives, and his, her, their or any of
their successors in right, title and interest
are made party defendants to this foreclosure action because they executed
plaintiff’s obligation and mortgage being
foreclosed herein and may be liable for
any deficiency and because they are the
owners of record of the mortgaged premises being foreclosed herein and for any
lien, claim or interest they may have in, to
or against the mortgaged premises.
SUPPLIES NETWORK is made a party
defendant to this foreclosure action by
reason of a certain judgment entered in
the Office of the Clerk of the Superior
Court of New Jersey bearing judgment
number DJ-419909-1997 on 10/15/97, in
the original sum of $8,336.13 wherein you,
SUPPLIES NETWORK are the judgment
creditor and FRANK PEPE is the judgment debtor and for any lien, claim or
interest you may have in, to or against the
mortgaged premises..
CEREMACOR CORPORATION is
made a party defendant to this foreclosure
action by reason of a certain judgment
entered in the Office of the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey bearing
judgment number CV-001840-1989 on 10/
20/89, in the original sum of $19,166.69
wherein you, CEREMACOR CORPORATION are the judgment creditor and
KERRY J. DALE et al. is the judgment
debtor and for any lien, claim or interest
you may have in, to or against the mortgaged premises..
THEODORE J. FETTER, CLERK
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN
Attorneys At Law
200 Sheffield Street, Suite 301
P.O. Box 1024
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092-0024
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader Fee: $96.90

consultant and psychiatric nurse.
Ms. Jeffers developed and implemented a psycho-education program
on schizophrenia. She also started
several antipsychotic medication programs at a psychiatric rehabilitation
day program in Springfield.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information, please call (908)
233-1628.

AARP Confirms Date
For Holiday Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter No. 4137 of the American
Association of Retired Persons will
hold its annual holiday luncheon on
Monday, December 4, at noon at The
Westwood in Garwood.
The luncheon will feature an international buffet with an array of foods
including appetizers, salads and entrées
of beef, pork and fish. Desserts, coffee
and tea will be served. Free wine and
soda also will be available.
Tony Balistro will provide musical
entertainment featuring popular and
“golden oldie” tunes. Members may
bring guests.
The cost is $25 per person, which
will include the full luncheon, gratuities and entertainment. For reservations or additional information, please
call Luncheon Chairwoman Marie
Stock at (908) 925-2536.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that an
ordinance of which the following is a copy
was introduced, read and passed on first
reading by the Council of the Town of
Westfield at a meeting held November 21,
2006 and that the said Council will further
consider the same for final passage on the
5th day of December, 2006, at 8:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1889
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council
of the Town of Westfield in the County of
Union:
SECTION I:
1. Section 13-6 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:
Sec. 13-6. Stop intersections.
Windsor Avenue and Grandview Avenue.
Stop sign shall be installed on Grandview
Avenue.
2. Section 13-23 of Chapter 13 of the
Town Code shall be amended to add the
following subsections:
Sec. 13-23. Fifteen minute zones –
Unmetered and metered
(a) Unmetered
“Newton Place, easterly side, beginning at a point fifty feet in a northeasterly
direction from the intersection of the easterly curb line of Newton Place as extended
and the northerly curb line of Prospect
Street as extended and extending three
hundred feet in a northeasterly direction,
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., School Days Only.”
“Prospect Street, northerly side, beginning at a point twenty five feet in a northwesterly direction from the intersection of
the westerly curb line of Newton Place as
extended and the northerly curb line of
Prospect Street as extended and extending two hundred fifteen feet in a northwesterly direction, between the hours of 9:00
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., School Days Only.”
3. Section 13-21 of Chapter 13 of the
Town of Westfield shall be amended to
add the following subsection:
Sec. 13-20. Same – At All Times.
“Elm Street, southerly side beginning at
the intersection of the easterly curb line of
Newton Place as extended with the southerly curb line of Elm Street as extended
and extending southeasterly for a distance of sixty-five feet.”
“Newton Place, westerly side from a
point three hundred fifty feet northeasterly
from the northerly curb line of Prospect
Street as extended and extending in a
northeasterly direction a distance of one
hundred feet.”
“Newton Place, easterly side beginning
at the intersection of the southerly curb
line of Elm Street as extended with the
easterly curb line of Newton Place as
extended and extending southwesterly a
distance of one hundred twenty feet.”
“Newton Place, easterly side beginning
at the intersection of the northerly curb line
of Prospect Street as extended with the
easterly curb line of Newton Place as
extended and extending northeasterly a
distance of seventy five feet.”
“Newton Place, westerly side, beginning at the intersection of the westerly curb
line of Newton Place as extended and the
northerly curb line of Prospect Street as
extended and extending four hundred fifty
feet in a northeasterly direction, between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., School Days Only.”
“Elm Street, northerly side, beginning
at a point twenty five feet distant from the
intersection of the easterly curb line of
Sinclair Place as extended and the northerly curb line of Elm Street as extended
and extending one hundred fifty feet in a
northwesterly direction, between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to
3:30 p.m., School Days Only.”
“Prospect Street, northerly side, beginning at a point twenty five feet distant from
the intersection of the westerly curb line of
Newton Place as extended and the northerly curb line of Prospect Street as extended and extending two hundred fifteen
feet in a northwesterly direction, on school
days between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to
9:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., and
shall be designated as School Bus Zone.”
Sec. 13-26. Two Hour Zones –
Unmetered
Gumbert Park Parking Lots
SECTION II.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in
conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of
the terms of this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in such
conflict or inconsistent.
SECTION III.
In the event that any section, part or
provision of this ordinance shall be held to
be unconstitutional or invalid by any court,
such holdings shall not affect the validity of
this ordinance as a whole, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or invalid.
SECTION IV.
All sections of this ordinance shall take
effect after passage and publication, as
soon as, and in the manner provided by
law.
1 T - 11/23/06, The Leader Fee: $111.69
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Stranger Than Fiction

Pumpkin Parfait – The Best Way
By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What could be better than a Thanksgiving dessert that is easy to prepare,
full of delicious fall sweets and is
appealing to the eye as well?
This pumpkin parfait meets all these
criteria and is quite an impressivelooking dish that can be put together
in about 15 minutes. It makes a wonderful presentation either at your own
holiday table or as a contribution to
the Thanksgiving feast you’re attending as a guest.
I like to give my hostess the trifle
dish along with the crowd-pleasing
dessert as a hostess gift. The versatile
trifle dish can be found at Bed, Bath
& Beyond, Target and most large
retailers, as well as kitchen stores, for
as little as $10 and can be used to
create many different colorful desserts, entrees and snacks.
The following includes a recipe for
corn bread, but to save time storebought corn bread will do just as well.

cloves and vanilla pudding powder.
Stir well. In a separate mixing bowl,
combine the cream cheese with the
whipped cream and sugar and mix
until well blended. Layer half of the
pumpkin mixture on top of the corn
bread layer. Then layer half of the
cream mixture on top. Repeat.
Sprinkle top with coconut and crushed
walnuts and chill for at least 30 minutes before serving.
CORN BREAD
INGREDIENTS
¾ cup enriched corn meal
1-1/4 cup all-purpose flour
¼ cup sugar
2 teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1 package (approximately 3.4 ounces) instant
vanilla pudding powder.
1 cup half & half
¼ cup vegetable oil
2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract

PROCEDURE
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. In a
large mixing bowl, combine the corn
meal, flour, sugar, baking powder salt
and vanilla pudding powder. Add the
half & half, vegetable oil, eggs and
vanilla extract. Mix until well blended
and pour into a greased 8- or 9-inch
baking pan. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes.

Pumpkin Parfait

PUMPKIN PARFAIT
INGREDIENTS
1 corn bread (approximately 8”by 8”)
1 large can (approximately 30-ounces) pure
pumpkin
¼ cup half & half
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
1 box (approximately 3.4 ounces) instant vanilla pudding powder
1 large (12 ounces) tub whipped cream cheese
2 cups whipped cream (from whipped cream
can)
1/3 cup sugar
1 tablespoon shredded coconut
2 tablespoon crushed walnuts

PROCEDURE
Break the corn bread into pieces and
place half in the bottom of the trifle
bowl. In a mixing bowl, combine the
pumpkin, half & half, cinnamon,

For Whom the Belles Lettres Toll
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

THEY EAT THEIR WORDS…Wardlaw-Hartridge Lower School librarian Christine Mozlin reported that the school’s fifth-grade after-school book club held its first
meeting of the year. Almost 20 fifth graders met to discuss “The Word Eater” by
Mary Amato. “As we munched on ‘dirt’ and gummy worms, we discussed the story
and what we would do if we had Fig, the word-eating worm,” Ms. Mozlin said.
Above, Alexandre Barbet of Plainfield and Douglas Cerminaro of Scotch Plains find
the gummy worms and ‘dirt’ to be a delicious way to reflect on the book’s themes.

Student Readings Kick Off
2007 Premiere Festival
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will hold its annual Premiere
Student Readings on Wednesday and
Thursday, December 6 and 7, at 7:30
p.m. in the Murphy Dunn Theatre in
Vaughn-Eames Hall at Kean University.
The plays represent the work of
Kean University playwriting students,
and the public is encouraged to actively engage in the new play developmental process.
Evaluation forms will be distributed,
and patrons may participate in postreading dialogues with the writers. The
readings feature a cast of students and
Actors’ Equity Association professionals, and John Pietrowski, artistic director of Playwrights Theatre in Madison,
directs them.
The mission of the Premiere Stages
Play Festival is to encourage and nurture emerging dramatists in New Jersey and the greater metropolitan area.

The Premiere Student Readings allow student playwrights to explore
their work in front of an audience and
discover the strengths and weaknesses
inherent in their scripts.
“The public is afforded the unique
opportunity to see new plays in a
developmental forum and make suggestions and recommendations to the
playwrights,” said John Wooten, producing artistic director of Premiere
Stages. “Our patrons are an integral
part of the process. The aim of the
festival is to empower writers to make
the transition from page to stage, and
the audience is crucial in helping
them make that leap.”
Admission and parking for the Kean
Student Readings is free. Kean University is located at 1000 Morris Avenue in Union. For more information,
visit kean.edu/premierestages or call
(908) 737-4092.

WHS Student to Perform
With Dancers in Nutcracker
ALL EYES ON YOU…Scotch Plains
resident Tyler O. stands by some of his
photographs, recently on display at the
Montclair Library. Tyler is a student
at The Children’s Institute, (TCI) a
school for children with autism and
learning and emotional disabilities, and
was one of the students to participate in
the S.E.E. (Special Eyes on the Environment) photography program.

COPING…The Home Life/Social Services Department of Woman’s Club of
Westfield recently hosted a program on Gilda’s club, an organization dedicated
to helping cancer patients, their families and their friends cope with this illness.
Shown here are, from left to right, Executive Director Mary Connolly and
volunteer Ann Fried. Gilda’s Club is studying the possibility of opening a center
in the Livingston area.
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WESTFIELD – Allison Sharkey of
Westfield will join world-renowned
dancers when she appears in the soloist roles of Arabian and Marzipan in
this year’s full-length production of
New Jersey Dance Theatre
Ensemble’s The Nutcracker.
Internationally acclaimed dancers
Clifford Williams, Jessica Batten, Pedro
Ruiz, Iyun Harrison, Jason McDole,
Rosemary Sabovick-Bleich and Joseph
Fritz will join the ensemble for three
performances only at the Wilkins Theatre at Kean University, located on 1000
Morris Avenue in Union on Saturday,
December 2, at 2 and 7 p.m., and Sunday, December 3, at 2 p.m.
Allison, the daughter of James and
Lisa Sharkey of Westfield, and a junior at Westfield High School, will also
dance other roles in the performances.
Allison has danced with New Jersey Dance Theatre Ensemble since
2000, and has previously appeared in
the roles of BonBon, Soldier, Angel,
Party Girl, Chinese and Spanish.
The Ensemble’s Artistic Director,
Nancy Turano, choreographs this 37th
annual production of The Nutcracker,
set to the classic music of Peter
Tchaikovsky, and features dancers
aged seven through 19. Allison will be
joined in this production by Westfield

dancers Allison Ammermuller,
Catherine Bruno, Elizabeth Engel,
Kristy Grawehr, Maggie McKay,
Megan Sharkey and Emma Williams.
Tickets are $30 for the public, $25
for seniors and $20 for students and
children. For more information, call
the Wilkins Theatre box office at (908)
737-7469 or log on to keanstage.com.

Allison Sharkey

In Stranger Than Fiction, actor Will
Ferrell plays the protagonist in more
ways than one. First of all, he’s just
plain Harold Crick, mild-mannered
auditor for the IRS. And then again,
he is Harold Crick, the central character of famed reclusive author Kay
Eiffel’s long-awaited novel.
Now, this mightn’t be too disconcerting for our numbers-obsessed accountant if it weren’t for the fact that
the author, smartly played by Emma
Thompson, is planning something very
special for the poor fellow. Her tragic
heroes, by very definition, must, well,
it’s the noted writer’s trademark.
And so it will be for Harold Crick.
That is, unless he has something to
say about it.
Ordinarily, he wouldn’t have a clue
as to his fate. However, through the
magic of Zach Helm’s creative fiction as woven here by director Marc
Forster, Harold gets a heads up whilst
walking to work one day.
The voice seems to come from the
Heavens: “This is a story about a man
named Harold Crick and his wristwatch.” It then proceeds to detail and
critically bemoan each and every moment of Harold’s boring, carefully
regimented and predictable life, right
down to the number of steps he neurotically counts as he crosses the
street.
“Did you hear that?” he asks the
woman next to him. But of course she
doesn’t. Such filmic fantasies require
that the main character is deemed
crazy by those around him (see “Topper” [1937]). In fact, even Harold has
to doubt his sanity, at least for a while.
Otherwise, it’s just no fun.
In any case, time passes and Harold
goes about his business. He even gets
somewhat used to the annoyance.
Until the day when he hears, “Little
does he know that his own tragic
death is imminent.”
Now, this isn’t funny. Well, at least
not for Harold. She (the narrator, or
whoever she is) hasn’t been wrong
yet.
But what truly lends dramatic irony
to the message of doom is that, after
several chapters of hearing how truly
purposeless his mundane existence
is, our boy has, at long last, found a
reason to live. And her name is Miss
Pascal (Maggie Gyllenhaal).
True, their first couple of meetings
haven’t been very cordial. But then
you have to consider the circumstances. You see, Harold has been
auditing the pretty young baker. Still,
you don’t have to be a hopeless romantic to see where this is going.

So, what’s a doomed character to
do?
A visit to the shrink bears no fruit.
Yet happily, the doc’s suggestion to
see someone who knows something
about writing leads us to the film’s
great little literary conceit, and another fine character portrayal by
Dustin Hoffman.
He is Jules Hilbert, semi-disassociated but nonetheless esteemed professor of belles lettres. And zanier
than the nature of the referral itself,
the ivory tower scholar is hardly
shocked by Harold’s plight. Rather,
when he isn’t immediately sure just
who it is that has so put Harold’s
destiny into a tumult, his vanity is
alerted.
Hence, the professor instructs that,
to narrow the field of possible authors, Mr. Crick must first ascertain
whether he’s in a comedy or a tragedy. He’s to keep a tally of events,
both happy and sad.
All of which offers Mr. Ferrell the
challenge that practically all good
clowns hope to tackle in their careers.
And that is to trot out the serious side
of their Pagliacci.
The result hardly approaches Jackie
Gleason’s tour de force as Minnesota
Fats in The Hustler (1961) or Jerry
Lewis’s portrayal of Jerry Langford
in The King of Comedy (1983). But
for the seriocomic purposes here, his
sad sack in search of a silver lining is
entertainingly adequate.
Far more than passable, on the other
hand, and supplying important credence to the overall chimera is Emma
Thompson’s passionately tormented
scribe. She’s not too bad a comedian
herself.
Tired, distraught, ludicrously obsessed with suicide and doing just
about everything to sustain a stereotype of the egocentric artist, Kay is at
an impasse: How to kill off Harold
Crick? She hardly needs the added
moral dilemma his actual existence
would mean.
Suffice it to note, the metaphors
abound, the literary allusions run gloriously rampant. But it matters not
whether you’re a member of the literati searching for some heady inside
jokes or someone just looking to have
his funny bone tickled and heartstrings
pulled. In either case, you can make
book on Stranger than Fiction’s uncommonly funny truths.
****
Stranger Than Fiction, rated PG13, is a Sony Pictures Entertainment
release directed by Marc Forster and
stars Emma Thompson, Will Ferrell
and Dustin Hoffman. Running time:
113 minutes

Membership Privileges:

Community Events

For members of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce only.

Sunday December 3rd
5:00 PM

FREE Chamber Socials with monthly
networking opportunities for your entire staff
FREE Alphabetical and industry listing in
annual Community Guide/Business Referral
Directory
FREE Business counseling sessions provided
by SCORE

Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
North Avenue Train Station
Westfield

Sunday December 31st
6:00-10:00 PM

Discounts on advertising in local publications
FREE Link on the Chamber website
FREE Notary Public services
FREE Annual subscription to the Westfield
Leader

co-hosted by the
Westfield Recreation Department &
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Westfield Armory
500 Rahway Avenue

Conference room available for member rental
FREE Recognition as a new member in The
Westfield Leader
FREE Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and picture in
The Westfield Leader and other local
publications
Opportunity to showcase your business in the
Festifall, Spring Fling, and other community
events
FREE “Member to Member” discounts and
special rates on products and services
FREE Business cards/brochures space available
in the Chamber of Commerce Welcome Center
Leads and referrals by the Chamber
FREE Demographics and other local area
information impacting growth management
FREE Membership certificate for your storefront

Don’t Miss This
We are getting ready to
launch our new website in
January 2007!
Call now for extraordinary
rates on home page ad space.

Serving the Westfield
Area for over 55 years!
173 Elm Street, 3rd Floor
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-3021
www.westfieldareachamber.com

JOIN NOW!
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DWC, Yoko Ono ‘Come Together’
To Showcase John Lennon Art
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Despite Holiday, Nice Weather,
22nd WF Artworks Succeeds
draw from her “full clientele.”
Jewelry, paintings, furniture, ceramic objects and glass objects were
just a sampling of the items displayed
for sale at Artworks. Artisans also
showed work created in wood, leather,
fiber, paper and metal.
While a quick, unscientific survey
of attendees walking through the door
showed most to be coming from outside Westfield, some, like Betsy
Ferguson and her three young children, are repeat visitors to Artworks.
“In the past, we have seen beautiful
items made by real artisans,” she said,
then added, “We are going to look
around and see what they have today.”

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Ninety contemporary artists and craftspeople recently
came together in Westfield for
Westfield Artworks, a juried show
that draws artisans from across the
country and art lovers from all over
the tri-state area.
This was the 22nd year for the
event, which took place November
10, 11 and 12 at the Westfield Armory.
While the artists and craftspeople
came from near and far to show their
wares, spring-like temperatures, the
New Jersey teachers’ convention and
the Veterans Day holiday weekend
competed with Artworks, bringing in
lighter-than-usual attendance on Friday and Saturday.
“There are no customers,” Sondra
Sardis, a clothing designer from New
Paltz, N.Y., commented on Saturday
afternoon. Ms. Sardonis was showing original daywear and outerwear.
Richard Rothbard, president of
American Art Marketing and producer of Artworks Westfield, was
equally concerned. “I am wondering
if the town of Westfield has an interest in a high-quality art show that is
generally supported by other communities in the United States,” he
commented.
While attendance didn’t overwhelmingly pick up on Sunday, there was
enough of an increase to be hopeful.
“The artists did not do badly, even
with such a poor turnout. We plan to
be back next year,” said Mr. Rothbard,
who, in addition to his administrative
duties for Artworks, was also representing his business, “Boxology,” and
showing his line of hand-sculpted
wooden boxes.
One of the artisans exhibiting at Artworks was Karla Gudeon of Smithtown,
N.Y. Ms. Gudeon creates colorful, handcolored, dry-point engravings using a
centuries-old process.

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tim McCune- “Sculptured
Pedestal Table”

Calling Artworks a “high-quality”
show, Ms. Gudeon enjoys returning
to Westfield each year, where she can

Teen Arts Exhibit
On Display at Trinitas
AREA – Trinitas Hospital, located
at 225 Williamson Street in Elizabeth,
will host the Teen Arts 2006 Touring
Exhibit through December 8.
Local artists include: Mountainside’s
Mallory Corrigan of Deerfield School;
Scotch Plains residents Ernst Labady
and Joseph Foster of Union County VoTech and Angel Diaz of Hillcrest Academy and Westfield’s Melissa Littman
and Jessica Margolies of Edison Intermediate School and Jose Albino of the
Union County Educational Services
Commission’s (UCESC) Beadleston
High School.
The exhibit consists of 57 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 visual
art works shown at the 2006 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College. The
annual event is coordinated by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs in the Department of Economic Development and
is hosted by Union County College.

‘Tea Time’ Filled with
Models and Prizes
SUMMIT – The Grand Summit Hotel proved to be the perfect location for
Oratory Prep School’s Tea Time on
October 29. The Parents’ Guild of the
boys’ Catholic school in Summit gathered more than 300 baskets and gifts to
raffle off at the afternoon event.
Christine Amundson of Summit and
Beverly Caldora of Westfield chaired
the luncheon event that has become a
fundraiser and showcase for the senior
boys. “After Christina and I accepted
the challenge to be the co-chairs, a
number of great 11th and 12th grade
parents stepped up to chair the subcommittees,” said Mrs. Caldora. “In
fact, in total, I think we had 50 people
on subcommittees involved.”
The fundraiser featured 19 young men
of the class of 2007 modeling tuxedos.
Art teacher Susan Preston commentated
the modeling portion. Ed McDonnell, a
1960 alum and director of Development/Alumni, and Headmaster Tim
Lynch modeled casual attire, including
sweatshirts and sweatpants.
Top prizes of the tea included a
necklace valued at $1,500, a Bose
Lifestyle 38 entertainment system and
a six-night trip for two to London.

WESTFIELD – December 8 will
mark the 26th anniversary of John
Lennon’s tragic death. The ex-Beatle
and peace activist was assassinated
by a deranged fan outside his New
York City apartment, while walking
with his wife Yoko Ono.
Last weekend, “Come Together,” a
touring exhibit of Lennon’s artwork,
visited Westfield. Ono’s West Palm
Beach, FL-based production company
Legacy Productions and the Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsored the event.
Fans who could afford it paid thousands of dollars for prints of the handwritten lyrics and drawings. Most of
the money earned was donated to the
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation, with approximately
$3,000 raised.
The exhibit comprised four original Lennon drawings and several
prints of his simple ink sketches, in-

WHAT IS IT GOOD FOR ...Yoko Ono
released a print of Lennon’s “War is
Over” drawing in this year’s ‘Come
Together’ art tour. The unframed show
price for this piece was $800.

cluding his famous minimalist selfportrait and handwritten song lyrics.
Lennon was 40 years old at the
time of his demise. His message of
peace and love touched people
throughout the world.
After their marriage in 1969, Ono
gave her husband several sketchbooks
and requested that he chronicle their life
together through art. This collection and

Open Thanksgiving Day: 9am to 4pm

Thanksgiving Reds
Glatzer Blaufrankish Altenberg 2003 $29.99

Campion Los Carneros Pinot Noir 2001 $28.99
Elegant cool climate fruit tones that still have trademark California power and some
interesting spice and herb notes that help make it so food friendly.

Savoy Morgon Cote du Py $14.99
This should in no way be confused with Beaujolais Nouveau or Beaujolais-Villages.
From the best part of Morgon, this wine is capable of aging. Full and delicate cherry
flavors tinged with earth notes. Forget Nouveau.

Ampeau Volnay-Santenots 1993 $55.99
Ampeau does not release any wine until he thinks it is ready. This is ready. Elegant
flowers and fruit. It defines what makes Burgundy great.

Carl Ehrhard Rudesheimer Berg Roseneck Spatburgunder (Pinot Noir) 2004 $27.99
A quality German Pinot that is as rare as it is exquisite. Rudesheim is among
Germany’s greatest wine villages and it shows in the powerful black cherry and subtle
hints of chocolate that mark this wine.

Motif Merlot $11.99
Wild berries, black cherry and a surprising herbal and spice mid palate. A bargain – no
merlot like it at the price.

Thanksgiving Whites
Bauer Riesling $16.99
Great dry riesling goes with almost everything, including turkey. Filled with lime,
white peach and stone, this is drinking wonderfully right now and will continue to
improve for years to come.

Petri Herxheimer Honingsack
Scheurebe Beerenauslese Pfalz
1994 $31.99
The perfect cap to your Thanksgiving meal. There are all
kinds of rare things about this dessert wine. It is made
from the Scheurebe grape, a crossing of Riesling and
Silvaner that thrives in Pfalz region. It has all the classic
late harvest peach, apricot and nectarine tones, but with
hints of grapefruit and black currant. The texture is lush
but the acid is still bright. You can’t find fresh tasting 12year-old dessert wine at this price - except from us.

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys $17.99 750ml
Romana Sambuca $17.99 750ml
Kahlua $16.99 750ml
Southern Comfort $14.99 750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno $18.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80 $30.99 1.75L
Ketel One $35.99 1.75L
Grey Goose $26.99 750ml
Smirnoff $19.99 1.75L
Stolichnaya $30.99 1.75L
Skyy $24.99 1.75L
Wolfschmidt $13.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch

Lots of pear, green apple and mineral. Clean bright wine that is focused and long with
lots of refreshing acid that will stand up to your gravy. Don’t bother with the big names this is The Stuff.

Dewars White Label $29.99 1.75L
Chivas Regal $53.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black $56.99 1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red $29.99 1.75L
Clan MacGregor $16.99 1.75L

Domaine de Chorey “Les Pellans” Meursault $41.99

Your Favorite Whiskey

Very rich and full, but still dignified and restrained by great acidity. This, with its’ pears and
lemons and minerals, is great and approachable now, but could evolve for years in your cellar.

Jack Daniels $36.99 1.75L
Jim Beam $24.99 1.75L
Seagrams 7 $15.99 1.75L

Fichet Macon Ige Chardonnay $13.99

Steininger Gruner Veltliner Grand Cru $27.99
Full of dried flowers, stone fruits and citrus, this has great acidity and enormous length
on the palate. Buy some extra, because their 1942 still drinks well.

August Briggs Chardonnay $19.99
If the wine weren’t so great, we would just brag about the fact that the price is 40%
lower than it should be. Melon, citrus, and tropical fruit are all framed by the very smart
and judicious use of French oak. What California Chard should be.
Garretson Roussanne $30.99
One of our favorite domestic whites. Complex beyond belief. Lemon rind, green apple,
lime, passion fruit, beeswax, wet stone and honeysuckle, to name just a few flavors. And
you can age this for a few years. You need this wine.

THANKSGIVING SPECIAL!

10

%
OFF

Any 2 bottles of wine
with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded.
750ml only. Expires 11/29/06

Now at
Peterson’s
Wines

Check out
our Fine
Cigar
Selection!

pieces of his “Bag One” portfolio were
on display this weekend. Similar to many
themes in his songwriting, Lennon’s
visual artwork illustrates his experience
as husband, father, lover and emotional,
reflective thinker.
The “Bag One” series was Lennon’s
wedding gift to Ono, it and chronicles
their marriage ceremony, honeymoon
and highly publicized plea for world
peace known as the Bed-In. The “Bag
One” series was published and exhibited in 1970 at the London Art Gallery. Eight of the sketches in this
series were erotic, and London’s police headquarters quickly closed the
exhibit. A print of “Erotic # 3” was
displayed at the Westfield exhibit. In
this drawing, Lennon is intimately
involved with two women.
The “Real Love” collection was
also displayed. Lennon created this
series for his young son Sean.
“John’s titles were very short and
succinct with great wit and humor, and
they made Sean laugh,” Ono said. “This
is how Sean learned the fun of drawing, the fun of doing things together
with his dad and the fun of life.”
Lennon’s artwork shows the extreme range of his emotions. Inspired
by his reaction to his quickly passing
thirties, he sketched a pensive vignette of himself. Created just two
years before his bizarre and catastrophic death, “Suddenly 38” evokes
an intense feeling of loss and irony.
“Watch the Holes, Yoko” is an ex-

ample of Lennon’s light-hearted cartoon-like style. A very tall Lennon
and a tiny Ono are holding hands.
Several deep holes are in front of

Imagine All The People

them, but they are walking peacefully
with a sun shining behind them.
Lennon’s emotion here is deep love
for Ono, as he protects her from life’s
pitfalls.
The visual presentation of Lennon’s
lyrics on display was powerful. Seeing in his handwriting the lyrics to
some of his solo career songs created
an even stronger connection to his
humble, sad, but hopeful spirit –
“People asking questions lost in confusion/Well I tell them there’s no problem, only solutions/Well they shake
their heads and look at me as if I’ve
lost my mind.”

FCC Announces the Start
Of Mid-Day Musicales

Smart Wines from Everywhere at Every Price

Abundant red cherry fruit and notes of herbs and earth that will pick up perfectly on
the sage and game notes in your stuffing. Great, great wine.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

YOU MAY SAY I’M A DREAMER...Rudy Siegel, director of Media Relations
for Legacy Fine Art & Productions, waits outside the John Lennon exhibit.

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire $35.99 1.75L
Tanqueray $30.99 1.75L
Hendricks $27.99 750ml
Beefeater $28.99 1.75L
Gordons $14.99 1.75L
Seagrams $16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum

Captain Morgan $24.99 1.75L
Bacardi Silver $19.99 1.75L
Bacardi Gold $19.99 1.75L
Malibu $23.99 1.75L

%
%
20OFF
10 OFF

Any 12 bottles
or more of wine

Any 6 bottles
or more of wine

Mix & Match is O.K. Sale items are excluded. 750ml only.

HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last. Not responsible for typographical errors. All prices do not include state sales tax.

WESTFIELD – The First Congregational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, announced the
beginning of their Mid-Day Musicales
concerts for the 2006-2007 season,
with a program by award-winning pianist Gail Niwa on November 29.
These free, half-hour noontime
concerts are presented in the church
sanctuary on Wednesdays during the
church seasons of Advent and Lent,
and are followed by a soup and sandwich luncheon available in the church
social hall for $5.
Ms. Niwa recently toured Holland
as a member of the renowned Het
Reizend Musik Geselschap. She won
the prestigious Best Accompanist
award at the 1986 Tchaikovsky Competition for Violinists in Moscow.
She has been a featured soloist
with the Kammergild Chamber Players, the Banff Festival Chamber Orchestra, the Highland Park Strings
and the Ocean State Chamber Players. She is a regular participant in the
Kingston Chamber Music Festival,
the Park City International Music

Festival and the Roycroft Chamber
Music Festival.
Ms. Niwa can be heard in the movie
Fantasia 2000 with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra in Saint-Saens’ “Carnival of the Animals.” She has also
collaborated with violinist David Kim
on recordings for the Musical Heritage Society and Teldec labels and
with the late bassoonist Bruce
Grainger on the Centaur label.
The daughter of professional musicians, Ms. Niwa was born in Chicago. She began piano studies with
her mother and made her orchestral
debut with the Chicago Symphony at
age eight. She earned her Bachelor
and Master of Music degrees on scholarship at the Juilliard School as a
student of Adele Marcus.
She is the founder and artistic director of chamber music at Great
Gorge, a concert series in northwest
New Jersey, and continues to delight
audiences with both her solo and
chamber playing.
For further information, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

