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NATURE’S FINEST…Volunteer Veronica Evans of Cranford displays hand-
made crafts at Trailside Nature and Science Center’s Nature Craft Show.
Crafters and artisans are being sought to participate in this year’s event that will
be held on Sunday, December 3, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the recently renovated
visitor center.
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Pandora.com:

Open This Box
By VICTORIA McCABE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

As this story goes, in 2000, com-
poser/musician/producer Tim
Westergren and some fellow musi-
cians and technologists decided to
create “the most comprehensive
analysis of music ever.”

They identified hundreds of musi-
cal characteristics dealing with ele-
ments ranging from melody and har-
mony to form, instrumentation, pro-
duction and everything in between,
and ever since, they’ve been mapping
those characteristics to hundreds of
thousands of songs, one song at a
time. They call it the Music Genome
Project.

It’s delightfully nerdy and, when
you wrap your head around the con-
cept, an incredibly powerful way of
looking at music. Instead of concern-
ing oneself with an artist’s given genre
(those lines seem to get fuzzier all the
time), why not group songs together
based on more intricate shared char-
acteristics?

From these genius minds comes
Pandora.com, a completely unique
online radio-station-like site that in-
corporates the findings of the Music
Genome Project into a user-friendly,
elegant music discovery tool.

The website prompts visitors to
enter a musical artist or single song of
their choosing. It then builds a “radio
station” based on the aesthetic char-
acteristics of that song (or a sample
song by that artist). But instead of
“thinking” along straight genre lines
and creating a playlist of all pop art-
ists or all hip-hop artists etc., Pandora
looks at the specific musical qualities
of a single song and maps those song-
specific features to music by other
artists.

Creating a station based on Kid
Rock’s “Cowboy” would yield a com-
pletely different mix than creating
one based on his song “Picture.” The
former would inspire Pandora to look
for songs with “hard rock roots,” “call
and answer vocal harmony,” “repeti-
tive melodic phrases” and “extensive
vamping,” while the latter, Kid’s duet
with Sheryl Crow, would seek songs
with “country roots,” “acoustic
rhythm guitars” and “mayor key to-
nality.”

Of course, if one is a fan of all
things Kid Rock, that person can de-
sign a radio station based on him as an
artist instead of a station based on a
specific song. The broader the
station’s parameters, the more vari-
ety of aesthetics the station will play.

And from there Pandora gets even
more fun. The site’s malleability
proves its best feature; a user can
create up to 100 separate radio sta-
tions based on unique songs or artists,
and with every listen can tweak the
sound a particular station searches
for by giving the current song on the
playlist a thumbs-up or thumbs-down.

If you really love a song Pandora
serves up, add it to the station’s main
formula or choose to spin off a new
station based solely on that new song.

If you really hate a song Pandora
serves up, give it a thumbs-down and
change the flavor of the radio station
to exclude that one song or all songs
like it.

You could wind up with Weezer

after starting with Tyler Hilton, or Jars
of Clay after starting with Radiohead.
And in between, there’s an enormous
wealth of unknown talent. It’s a differ-
ent experience every time.

Bookmark artists or songs that you
like, and then click on links to go
straight to the artists’ iTunes or
Amazon.com pages. A new addition,
Pandora.com/backstage, offers artist
bios to quickly find out about the
musicians behind the new tunes you’re
hearing.

It’s unfortunate that Pandora’s lim-
ited license agreements prohibit the
site from rewinding songs for repeat
listens, but for the stunningly vast
body of music Pandora can expose
you to, it’s hard to complain.

The site offers an “ad-free” sub-
scription for purchase, but the ads on
the free site version are barely notice-
able.

Pandora.com is the answer that
those disappointed with mainstream
radio stations have been seeking.
Unlike satellite radio, it’s free. Un-
like any other radio station, it’s all
about you.

For music devotees, Pandora is a
must. But even for casual music fans,
this is a box worth opening.

Amahl Opens Celebration
Singers Concert on Dec. 8

YMCA Sponsors Trip
For Active Older Adults

SCOTCH PLAINS –The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA is sponsoring
an Active Older Adult trip on Thurs-
day, December 21, to a matinee per-
formance of The Producers at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC).

This 12-time Tony Award winner is
based on Mel Brooks’ Oscar-win-
ning film about down-on-his-luck
theatrical producer Max Bialystock
and mousy accountant Leo Bloom.
Together, they hatch the ultimate
scheme.

The New York Times calls The Pro-
ducers “a sublimely ridiculous spec-
tacle that will leave you delirious.”

This trip is open to the public. The
bus will depart from the Lord & Tay-
lor parking lot in Westfield at noon
and will return at approximately 5
p.m. The cost of the trip is $59 and
includes Grand Tier seating and trans-
portation. There are a limited number
of tickets still available so early reg-
istration at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA Member Service Desk is rec-
ommended. For more information call
(908) 889-8880 for more informa-
tion.

CRANFORD – Holiday favorite
Amahl and the Night Visitors returns
to Cranford December 8 and 9, under
the direction of Tom Pedas. Celebra-
tion Singers, both adult and children’s
choir members, as well as guest art-
ists make up the cast of this short
opera in English by Gian Carlo
Menotti. Performances take place
December 8 and 9, at 8 p.m. in the

Harvest Training Center, 69 Myrtle
Street in Cranford.

Commissioned for television in
1951, the touching story, a great in-
troduction to opera for all ages, fo-
cuses on Amahl, a poor, crippled shep-
herd boy living with his widowed
mother.

The difficult role of Amahl is double
cast, with Jake Forrestal playing the
lead on Friday night and Chris Gliebe
playing it on Saturday night.

Well-known area opera singer
Betsy Mackenzie-Stubbs plays the
role of the mother. The night visitors,
played by Allan Castro, Khy Garner
and Kerry Stubbs, are the three kings
who followed a star to Bethlehem,
where they heard about the birth of a
king. The Page is played by Vangelis
Dimopoulos. Mary Elizabeth Latorre
artfully accompanies the cast.

During second act of the program
the Celebration Singers adult choir
will perform traditional songs of the
holiday season directed by Sean Berg.
Highlights of the adult program in-
clude “Tomorrow Shall Be My Danc-
ing Day” and a madrigal by P.D.Q.
Bach.

Mr. Pedas will lead the 60-voice
children’s choir in “Laudamus Te”
and lighter pieces like “Jingle Bells,”
and “Deck the Hall.” The newly
formed boys’ ensemble will sing
“Child of God.” The combined choirs
will close the show with the Hannukah
song “Light One Candle,” written
and traditionally performed by Peter,
Paul and Mary.

Tickets are $15 for adults and $10
for seniors and children. They are
available at the door, or in advance by
calling (908) 754-8236.
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Photographer Jim Bluck

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –“Steven (Warnock)
gets the prize for being ready with his
costume,” said director Scott Goldman
at the Tuesday night, November 7,
rehearsal of Cinderella, produced by
the Rainbow Experience. And Steven,
of Scotch Plains, stood a little taller
and his chest puffed out ever so slightly
in his beige and gold page’s outfit.

The Rodgers and Hammerstein
musical classic played two perfor-
mances at the First Congregational
Church (FCC) of Westfield this past
weekend and will have two more per-
formances at the United Church of
Christ Congregational (UCC) in
Plainfield on November 18 and 19.

“This is a stop-and-go rehearsal
tonight; it’s not about you,” director
Goldman warned the cast. “It’s about
the lights and other technical things.
It’s about you guys on opening night,
but not tonight.”

And thus began another night of what
performers refer to as “hell week,” with
tech rehearsals for blocking, restaging
in a different space and logistics with
sometimes unforeseen props and set.

In its eighth season, The Rainbow
Experience is a collaborative effort
of ministries of the UCC and FCC.

Its mission, according to producer
Jessica Beltz, is simple. “We’re dedi-
cated to create and maintain an inter-
faith, multicultural, intergenerational

Rainbow Experience Presents
Second Weekend of Cinderella
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church and community partnership
through the production of theater,”
she said.

She was happy to give applause to

the area agencies and groups who have
lent their largesse for the yearly project.

“We couldn’t begin to do what we
do without grants from the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, through a grant from the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State.

“This year in particular,” she contin-
ued, “Cozy’s Formalwear of Westfield
donated all of the tuxedos for the guys.”

Six performers from Scotch Plains
appear in the two-weekend show:
Kelsey Boyea, Kim Federico, Alexus
Jegede, Matthew Jegede, Rachel
Siegel and Steven Warnock.

Kristy Perez from Westfield plays
one of the stepsisters.

Producer Jessica Beltz was a flurry
of activity on rehearsal Tuesday, giv-
ing last minute advice on costumes
and taking money for cast T-shirts.

Associated with Rainbow Experience
for five years, co-producer Beltz is eager
to share the credit, though. “Ruth Sykes,
who is co-producer, has been with the
group since it began,” she said. “She is
the one who stage manages the show.”

With more than 50 people of all
ages auditioning for this show, the
group is growing. With a cast of 30,
“This is one of the largest and the
most diverse group we have ever had,”
Mrs. Beltz said.

“Because the action is continuous
and fast, you have to have full techni-
cal command of your camera and you
must be able to switch between dif-
ferent focusing sensors seamlessly
while shooting,” he explained.

Not all of the shots Mr. Bluck takes
at a runway show are actually of
runway models. This year he partici-
pated in Style Lounge, a fashion and
entertainment event that showcased
an elite group of designers, and which
was held in conjunction with Fashion
Week. For Style Lounge, he shot pic-
tures of the pre-show rehearsals, ce-
lebrities who attended the fashion
shows, and the VIP receptions that
followed the shows.

For runway photography, Mr. Bluck
uses the Nikon D200 camera with a
70-200mm lens. Positioning of the
photographer is critical, with the best
position being dead center at the end
of the runway in order to capture every
“look” – one model in one outfit.

“The photographers and
videographers are continually jock-
eying for position. I was fortunate
enough to get the best position for the

Daniel Franco show,” he said, adding
that for that show, he was dead center
on the end of the runway, with The
New York Times to his right and
Women’s Wear Daily to his left.

The fact that he works at fashion
photography as an unpaid hobby does
not diminish the excitement of what
he does.

“New York Fashion Week draws
photographers from all over the world,
and because it’s a pretty small group
of photographers who regular shoot
the major fashion shows, a lot of them
know each other and there’s a sort of
clubby feel to the experience not-
withstanding the competition,” Mr.
Bluck said.

Fashion events this fall will keep
Mr. Bluck and his Nikon camera very
busy. In October, he shot a show by
lingerie and couture designer Donna
L’Oren, and in November he will
photograph the work of up-and-com-
ing designer, Ray Brown.

He’ll also be shooting New York
area fashion events for online cover-
age by NewYorkCool.com and
GrooveEffect.com.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

CINDERELLI, CINDERELLI…In the
carriage scene for Cinderella, Steven
Warnock, front, of Scotch Plains, and
Rodney Belle, of Elizabeth, process in the
Rainbow Experience’s production of the
Rodgers and Hammerstein classic.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
and The Times

DANCING WITH THE STARS…Prince
Charming, Tyrell Jackson of Plainfield,
left, pulls Cinderella, Stephanie Cowan,
14, of South Brunswick, into a dance move
during the vocal warm-ups at the First
Congregational Church of Westfield. The
Rainbow Experience’s production of
Cinderella continues through November
18 and 19 at the United Church of Christ
Congregational in Plainfield. For tickets,
call (908) 755-8658.

and where it’s located,” she said.
Foam insulation usually comes on

a 17-foot roll with a sticky backing to
fill gaps around windows and doors.
Applied properly, it should last all
winter.

There are also a variety of caulks
that can be applied with or without a
caulk gun.

“One looks like ‘Silly Putty’ and is
removable,” Jeanette said. “It’s like a
soft caulking cord that doesn’t harden
and is more for filling temporary gaps.”

A vinyl product called “V Seal,”
gets applied in two parts.

“You put one strip upside down and
then one the other way so that they lap
together,” Jeanette said.

She said this works well between
the top and bottom window sashes or
on the “strike” side of a door (where
it hooks into the jamb).

Insulation kits are also available,
consisting of thin clear plastic to cover

entire windows. They have double-
sided tape to anchor the plastic to the
casing or molding, and are then heated
with a blow dryer creating a “shrink
wrap” effect.

Lastly, don’t forget that the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association and
the Chimney Safety Institute of
America recommend chimneys be
inspected yearly. Make sure your
damper is opening and closing prop-
erly and that the flue is clear before
you throw that first log onto the fire.

With all of the above taken care of,
I hope you can just relax with a hot
mug of cocoa when that first chill
hits…perchance to dream about a
winter where plowed mounds of snow
don’t make local parking worse than
the leaf piles do.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

Ski Club (WSC) Announces
Winter Season Schedule

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Watchung Ski Club (WSC) an-
nounced its schedule of trips and
events for the 2006-2007 season. The
season weekend warm-up trip will be
to Killington on December 8 to 10.

Subsequently, there will be the fol-
lowing trips: Four days in New Hamp-
shire on January 17 to 21 and eight-days
in Mammoth, Calif. leaving from New-
ark Liberty Airport on February 22 and
returning on March 3. Club fees for the
trips include transportation, lift passes
and accommodations. Some food is in-
cluded in the weekend trips.

The club has planned Sunday bus
trips throughout the season to nearby
ski resorts including Hunter,
Windham, Plattekill and Belleayre in
New York and Elk Mountain in Penn-
sylvania. The dates for the Sunday
trips start in January. The cost is be-
tween $65 and $75 per person de-

pending on the resort destination.
The club’s annual open house is

November 30 at 8 p.m. Everyone
interested in enjoying the upcoming
ski season is encouraged to attend to
get more information about the trips
and other activities. Representatives
from Victory Ski, Bike and Board
will be in attendance to provide infor-
mation on equipment and clothing.
Resort representatives will provide
information about recent improve-
ments and the season’s events. Door
prices include lift passes, ski acces-
sories and more.

For more information about WSC,
see watchungskiclub.com; call Jean
Marie Krahnert at (908) 568-2983 or
e-mail  jeanmarie@newfangledbiz.biz.

The club meets every Thursday
(except Thanksgiving) at 8 p.m. at the
Mountainside Elks Club, Route 22
East in Mountainside.

SUPER COSTUMES…Four- and five-year-old students in Westfield Coopera-
tive Nursery school classes parade in their Halloween costumes, while three-year-
old students look on, wearing their pumpkin hats.

Chelsea Mendoza Competes
For Miss New Jersey Title

St Peter’s Commissions
Westfield’s Fitzpatrick
WESTFIELD – The Mass of the

Holy Spirit marked the start of the
school year at Saint Peter’s Prepara-
tory School in Jersey City. Prep Presi-
dent Robert Reiser and Prep Chap-
lain Tom Benz commissioned 14 stu-
dents, a faculty member and a staff
member under the authority of The
Most Reverend John Myers, arch-
bishop of Newark, as extraordinary
ministers of communion.

One of the 14 students was Tom
Fitzpatrick of Westfield. Tom, a se-
nior, is the son of Bill and Trish
Fitzpatrick. He is a 2003 graduate of
Holy Trinity Interparochial School in
Westfield.

WESTFIELD – Chelsea Mendoza,
18, a 2006 graduate of Westfield High
School, recently com-
peted for the title of Miss
New Jersey USA 2007
on October 13, 14 and 15
at the Hilton Parsippany
Hotel in Parsippany.

Chelsea is the daugh-
ter of Don and Barbara
Mendoza of Westfield.
She is currently a fresh-
man studying Meteo-
rology at Pennsylvania
State University’s Col-
lege of Earth and Min-
eral Sciences.

While she did not
win any of the events,
she said the experience
was one of “the most amazing” things
she has ever done in her life. “The
other contestants were great and I’m
happy for the friendships I developed
and know that they will last for a
lifetime,” she said.

Chelsea was sponsored for the event
by many of her family and friends and

local businesses, includ-
ing: The Brick Oven of
Westfield, Fox Re-
sources, LLC, Milton
Latorres, Remax Bay
Point Realtors, Point
Pleasant, NJ, The Liquor
Basket of Westfield,
Nails Plus of Garwood,
Tarnow Associates of
Westfield and Xocolatz
Gourmet Café of
Westfield.

The Miss New Jersey
USA pageant is the offi-
cial preliminary to the
Miss USA and Miss Uni-
verse pageant, owned

and produced by Donald Trump and
NBC Universal. The 2007 Miss USA
pageant will be broadcast live on NBC.

College Board Honors
Oratory Prep Students

WESTFIELD – Several Oratory Pre-
paratory School in Summit earned rec-
ognition in the Advanced Placement
(AP) Examination Program and will
have the chance to take college-level
courses and receive college credit, ad-
vanced placement or both for success-
ful performance on the AP Exams.

Several area students qualified for the
AP Scholar Award by completing three
or more AP Exams with grades of 3 or
higher. The AP Scholars from Oratory
Prep include Westfield residents Martin
Fox and Anson Purdy.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

Take notice that application has been
made to Mayor and Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, to transfer to Brave Spirits, LLC,
inactive Plenary Retail Consumption Li-
cense No. 2016-33-006-007, heretofore
issued to Joe and Edward Lubrano.

The persons who will hold an interest in
this license are Michael J. Brennan, 2268
Jersey Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jer-
sey, 07076 and Vincent J. DeNave, 10
Beechwood Court, Warren, New Jersey
07059.

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to:  Barbara Riepe,
Municipal Clerk of the Township of Scotch
Plains.

Brave Spirits, LLC
10 Beechwood Court

Warren, New Jersey 07059
1 T - 11/9/06 &
11/16/06, The Times Fee: $43.86

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on No-
vember 27, 2006, Municipal Building, first
floor Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue
at 7:45 pm to hear the major preliminary
and final subdivision application of Vincent
Wilt for 2343 Mountain Avenue, Block
3906, Lot 13 which proposes to demolish
the existing dwelling and garage and cre-
ate five (5) new lots.  All lots conform to the
township’s ordinance for the R-3A zone
and no variances are necessary.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.  The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 11/16/06, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a   meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held on  Wednes-
day, November 8, 2006 the following ordi-
nance entitled:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ZONING, OF
THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, RE-ZONING
BLOCK 14702, LOT 1 FROM
THE “R-1” ZONE TO THE
“CONSERVATION” ZONE
AND AMENDING THE ZON-
ING MAP ACCORDINGLY

was adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 11/16/06, The Times Fee: $21.93

Callahan Receives
National Honor

WESTFIELD – The National So-
ciety of High School Scholars
(NSHSS) announced that St. Peter’s
Preparatory High School student
Colin Callahan from Westfield has
been selected for membership.

The society recognizes the top
scholars in the nation and invites only
those students who have achieved
superior academic excellence.
NSHSS founder and Chairman Claes
Nobel, senior member of the Nobel
Prize family, made the announcement.

Woman’s Club of WF
Seeks New Members
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club

of Westfield (WCW) seeks to expand
membership to include not only
Westfield residents but also women
living in surrounding towns.

The WCW is a member of the New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s
Clubs and the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

WCW’s contributions and volun-
teer services extend to Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside,
Boy and Girl Scouts of America,
Bridges Meals for the Homeless,
Westfield United Way, Overlook Hos-
pice, City of Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains, Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal, Union County Crime Stoppers
and Westfield High School.

The club offers a number of depart-
ments including: antiques, arts &
crafts, home life/social services, in-
ternational affairs, literature, recre-
ation and entertainment.

For further information, write:
Woman’s Club of Westfield, P.O. Box
2428, Westfield, NJ 07091 or call
(908) 351-3378 or (908) 233-2339.

THE GOOD DOCTOR...Drs. Gloria
Schrager and Al Schrager moved to
Westfield in the 1950s. An area pedia-
trician, Dr. Schrager has written a
memoir detailing her experiences as a
woman doctor working at a career that
has spanned more than half a century.

Town Book Store Hosts
Dr. Gloria Schrager

WESTFIELD – On Saturday after-
noon, November 18, the Town Book
Store will host Westfield author Dr.
Gloria Schrager. She will sign copies
of her new book, “Medicine, Matzoh
Balls and Motherhood,” a witty mem-
oir about her struggle to become a
doctor at a time when women physi-
cians were an anomaly, facing bias
and harassment.

Dr. Schrager had a private practice
in Westfield with her husband, Dr.
Alvin Schrager, from 1953 to 1972,
when she left to become the full-time
Director of Pediatrics at Overlook
Hospital. She retired in 1989, but still
teaches at Columbia University, where
she is Clinical Professor of Pediat-
rics.

Dr. Alvin Schrager continued to
practice in Westfield until his death in
1995. The couple’s two sons, Lewis
and Ralph, went to Westfield public
schools and both became physicians,
as did a niece and grandniece, so that
there are now three generations of
women doctors in the Schrager fam-
ily.

Chelsea Mendoza


