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Blue Devil Gridders Pummel
BridgeH2O Panthers, 35-18

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Raider Girls Stop Mendham
For Sectional Soccer Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

for a six-yard loss on fourth down to
give the Blue Devils great field posi-
tion. The entire Blue Devil line stuffed
another fourth-and-one attempt, Jack
Meagher recorded a sack and defensive
tackle Santo Nardi must have looked
like a runaway freight train to Miller
when he blitzed through the line and
flattened him for a 10-yard loss.

“Between last year and this year,
we feel so much more confident with
each other, a stronger bond,” said
Dugan.

The Blue Devil defensive line was
caught off-guard only once in the first
half when running back Mike Rice
hooked down the right sideline for a
71-yard TD run with 8:07 left in the
first quarter. The Blue Devil second-
ary yielded a 13-yard TD pass to split
end Matt Driscoll in the second quar-
ter. The Panthers could gain only seven
yards on the ground in the second half
but Miller took to the air 20 times and
completed 12 for 124 yards, includ-
ing a 23-yard TD strike to Driscoll
with 4:15 remaining in the game.

The Blue Devils totaled 307 yards
rushing and, after Allen was side-
lined with an ankle injury in the third
quarter, Johnson took over and added
a dimension of “Super Warp” speed
in his trekking through the Panthers’
defense. Johnson, who carried 13
times for 114 yards, shot down the
left sideline like a bullet for what
might have been a 56-yard TD run but
he stepped out of bounds at the Pan-
ther 32 for a 24-yard gain. Early in the
fourth quarter, with 11:20 remaining,
Johnson capped a four-play, 65-yard
drive with a 38-yard TD streak. After
Crawford’s sack gave Westfield pos-
session on the Panther 38, Johnson
carried twice then Ryan Brand crashed

18 yards to the Panther eight. Johnson
added a yard then scored on a seven-
yard run with 6:32 left to put Westfield
ahead 35-12.

“You give Ricardo and Malcolm
the ball, they are going to run hard
every time. I can see in their eyes,
when I’m telling them the play, their
eyes light up. They want the ball!
They are big time players and they
are going to do a lot of things next
year. This year! They can do anything
you ask them,” said Blue Devil quar-
terback Tom Bonard.

Bonard, who engineered the offen-
sive onslaught that gave the Panthers
a good indication of how tough
Watchung Conference teams are,
completed five of eight passes – 5-
for-5 in the first half – for 60 yards,
including his one-yard TD pass to
Patella with 2:25 left in the first quar-
ter to give his team a 14-6 lead.

“Coach has been saying to us that he
doesn’t care who we play, if they are
outside of the conference, that we most
definitely should beat them,” said
Bonard. “Anytime we play someone,
we feel that we should get the respect
we deserve. Once you get on a roll, we
are on a roll now, we feel strong.”

The Blue Devils will travel to
Plainfield’s Hub Stine Stadium for
the annual Thanksgiving Day game,
which begins at 11 a.m. Westfield
leads the series 50-44-7 but have lost
the last three outings, 9-7, 40-0 and 9-
0, respectively. Westfield won, 14-6,
in 2002.

“We want to stick to what we are
good at. We want to limit the big
plays. We know we are a better team,”
commented Bonard. “We haven’t won
in the last three years. We want the
tradition of Westfield winning on
Thanksgiving. We want number 51!”
BrH2O   6   6   0   6 18
Westfield 14   7   0 14 35

of our team. With Mains in goal, Allie
sweeping, Stephanie, Bridget and
Tina Camarda have been awesome
for us all year and they kept it up
today. They position themselves well.
That’s what keeps us in every game,”
said Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing.

After the scoreless first half, in
which neither team had many good
scoring opportunities, coach Ewing
suggested a strategy of attempting to
set up more angular shots on the nar-
row Park Middle School Field.

“This field is more narrow. We were
just not getting the ball out wide
enough. Kids were pinching in too
much to make the field even nar-

rower. It made the game a little more
vertical instead of playing a little hori-
zontal. That’s what we wanted to do,
get some services on the outside for
more opportunities, and that’s what
happened,” said Ewing.

Making situations even more diffi-
cult for the Raiders, throughout the
game, was the ability of Lady Min-
uteman Sarah Button to make very
long throw-ins.

“It seems like every team we play has
a girl who can throw the ball like 35 or
40 yards. I think she threw the furthest
of anybody we ever played against. She
could chuck it and, on a narrow field, it
doesn’t help. It creates more opportuni-
ties for them,” said Ewing.

Westfield/Plainfield Rivalry
 Westfield 50, Plainfield 44, Tie 7

1900 –– Westfield 26-0
1901 –– Westfield NA
1903 — Plainfield 15-0
1905 — Plainfield 24-0
1907 — Tie 6-6

Westfield 11-0
1908 — Plainfield 12-6

Plainfield 5-0
1909 — Plainfield 35-6
1910 –– Westfield 6-0
1911 — Plainfield 37-6
1912 –– Westfield 19-7
1913 — Westfield 20-6

Westfield 26-7
1914 — Plainfield 19-0
1915 — Plainfield 7-0

Westfield 6-0
1916 — Tie 0-0

Plainfield 7-3
1917 — Plainfield 39-0
1919 — Plainfield 6-0
1921 — Plainfield 28-0
1922 — Plainfield 19-0
1923 — Westfield 3-0
1924 — Plainfield 18-0
1925 — Plainfield 7-2
1926 — Plainfield 20-0
1931 — Westfield 21-0
1932 — Westfield 13-6
1933 — Tie 0-0
1934 — Westfield 7-6
1935 — Plainfield 7-0
1936 — Tie 0-0
1937 — Tie 0-0
1938 — Plainfield 13-0
1939 — Westfield 20-0
1940 — Westfield 13-0
1941 — Westfield 1-0
1944 — Westfield 12-6
1945 — Westfield 12-0
1946 — Plainfield 6-0
1947 — Westfield 32-12
1948 — Westfield 14-6
1949 — Plainfield 19-6
1950 — Plainfield 33-7
1951 — Plainfield 14-6
1952 — Plainfield 27-14
1953 — Plainfield 25-6
1954 — Plainfield 6-0
1955 — Plainfield 21-0
1956 — Plainfield 19-6

1957 — Plainfield 19-12
1958 — Plainfield 21-0
1959 — Plainfield 7-0
1960 — Westfield 13-7
1961 — Westfield 13-6
1962 — Plainfield 27-7
1963 — Westfield 14-12
1964 — Plainfield 13-7
1965 — Westfield 21-0
1966 — Plainfield 33-12
1967 — Plainfield 12-7
1968 — Westfield 25-21
1969 — Westfield 45-0
1970 — Westfield 49-6
1971 — Westfield 12-6
1972 — Westfield 27-6
1973 — Westfield 20-0
1974 — Westfield 31-14
1975 — Westfield 9-6
1976 — Westfield 34-0

Westfield 14-0
1977 — Westfield 38-0
1978 — Westfield 6-2
1979 — Westfield 3-2
1980 — Westfield 14-0
1981 — Westfield 28-6
1982 — Plainfield 21-3
1983 — Plainfield 14-6
1984 — Plainfield 14-0
1985 — Tie 0-0
1986 — Westfield 27-14
1987 — Westfield 35-6
1988 — Westfield 7-6
1989 — Westfield 14-7
1990 — Westfield 21-6
1991 — Westfield 28-0
1992 — Plainfield 14-9
1993 — Tie 0-0
1994 — Westfield 20-7
1995 — Westfield 28-20
1996 — Plainfield 38-7
1997    — Westfield 22-7
1998 –– Plainfield 21-7
1999 –– Plainfield 20-14
2000 — Westfield 42-25
2001 — Westfield 24-21
2002 –– Westfield 14-6
2003 –– Plainfield 9-7
2004      ––        Plainfield      40-0
2005      ––        Plainfield 9-0

“She had a really big throw. Espe-
cially towards the end, that was what
we were really worrying about, just
getting the ball out and we did. I
couldn’t be more proud of our de-
fense and our whole team,” said
Hambleton.

Finally, the Raiders did manage to
widen the field when Hambleton got
a throw-in down the right sideline
and slanted the ball to the box to
LaForge, who dodged past a defender
and tapped in the winner.

“Colleen makes it so easy for me to
give her the ball. I know she is going
to be there, and I never have to think
twice about playing the ball down the

line or crossing to her. She gets on
everything. At halftime, I said, ‘Col-
leen stay on the sweeper! It’s going to
come. It’s going to come.’ She did
what we said and it came. It was
awesome,” said Hambleton who
added, “We didn’t do too well last
year in the states and we said we were
not going to let this be our last game.
We have two more games to go and
that’s the only thing we were thinking
about when we were playing. It’s one
game at a time.”

In the Group 3 semis on November
14, the No. 9 Raiders lost to No. 8
Ramapo, 1-0.
Mendham 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPER WARP SPEED…Blue Devil sophomore Ricardo Johnson, No. 31, trekked
through the Panthers’ defense with Super Warp speed. See fans on page 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRUGGLE FOR POSITION…Raider Colleen LaForge, No. 9, gets nudged by
a Mendham Lady Minuteman in a struggle for possession.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SACKING THE QUARTERBACK…Blue Devil defensive end John Dugan, No.
80, sacked Panther QB Alonzo Miller twice and blocked a punt.


