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– Obituaries –

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.T.

Mafalda Kelly, 81
Mafalda D. (Daiuto) Kelly, 81, of

Westfield died on Thursday, Novem-
ber 9, at Robert Wood Johnson Hos-
pital in Rahway.

Born in Summit, she lived in
Westfield since 1950. She also had a
winter home in Port Charlotte, Fla.
for many years.

Mrs. Kelly had been employed for
many years in the trademark depart-
ment at Merck & Co. in Rahway
before retiring in 1984.

She was a member of the Nine
Holers at Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Kenilworth and of St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church of Westfield.

Surviving are a brother, John Daiuto
of West Orange, and several nieces
and nephews.

A Funeral Mass was offered yes-
terday, Wednesday, November 15, at
St. Helen’s Church. Burial took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Cancer Society.
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Jean Hasselman, 87
Jean Hasselman, 87, of Clark died

on Sunday, November 5, at the Father
Hudson House of the Center for Hope
Hospice in Elizabeth.

Born in Staten Island, N.Y., she
had resided there until moving to
Clark 15 years ago.

Mrs. Hasselman had been em-
ployed by the Atlantic & Pacific Tea
Company in Staten Island for 30 years
before retiring in 1975.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph Hasselman, in 1991.

Surviving are a daughter, Caroline
Lettieri of Scotch Plains; two broth-
ers, Dennis Casella of Toms River
and James Casella of Charlottesville,
Va.; two grandsons and five great-
grandsons.

The funeral was held on Wednes-
day, November 8, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took place at the
Moravian Cemetery in Staten Island.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Center for
Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Dorothy Parker, 70, Was Bookkeeper;
Had Worked For Two Area Businesses

Eleanor Sturm

Erica DelCore, 36, Was Inspiration;
Devoted to Her Family and Friends

Barbara E. Wilkin, 93
Barbara E. Wilkin, 93, of Madison,

formerly of Morristown and
Westfield, passed away on Wednes-
day, November 8, at the Atlantic Hos-
pice Center in Morristown.

Born in Walpole, Norfolk County,
Mass. on May 6, 1913, she was the
daughter of the late William B. and
Margaret (McAllister) Eddy.

Mrs. Wilkin had worked for the
Westfield Board of Education as a
payroll clerk for 25 years, retiring in
1978.

She was the widow of Russell A.
Wilkin.

Mrs. Wilkin was a member of the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, where she volunteered for
many years. She also volunteered with
Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside, the Morristown Uni-
tarian Fellowship and the Morris
Museum, both in Morristown.

She is survived by her daughter,
Janice Sendell, and her husband,
Stuart, of Morristown; her grandchil-
dren, Jennifer Morin and her hus-
band, Paul, of Martinsville, Kelly
Schnur and Ronald Schnur of
Morristown and Lisa Sendell of Leba-
non Township, and four great-grand-
children, Lauren and Sarah Schnur of
Morristown and Matthew and
Stephanie Morin of Martinsville.

A graveside service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, November 18, at
Fairview Cemetery, 1100 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Atlantic Hos-
pice, 151 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, N.J. 07960. Condolences
also may be expressed at
www.rowelanterman.com.

Arrangements are by the Rowe-
Lanterman Home for Funerals in
Morristown.
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Eleanor Sturm, 77, Dedicated Nurse;
Was Past President of College Club

Dorothy “Dotty” Parker, 70, of
Fanwood died on Saturday, Novem-
ber 4, at The Chelsea at Fanwood.

Born in Elizabeth, she had resided
in Roselle before moving to Fanwood
in 1956.

Mrs. Parker had been a bookkeeper
for Hanita Cutting Tools in
Mountainside before retiring in 2000.
Prior to that, she was employed for
many years with the George O.
Stevens Oil Company in Plainfield.

Her husband, Erwin John Parker,
predeceased her in 1991.

Surviving are a son, John D. Parker,
and two grandsons.

Funeral services were held on
Wednesday, November 8, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment fol-
lowed at Somerset Hills Memorial
Park in Basking Ridge.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Fanwood Rescue Squad, in
care of Robert Kruthers, Treasurer,
218 Forest Road, Fanwood, N.J.
07023.
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Eleanor Dietzel Sturm, 77, of
Scotch Plains died on Friday, No-
vember 10, at St. Peter’s Hospital in
New Brunswick. She had lived with
lung cancer for more than three years.

Eleanor is remembered affection-
ately as a former nurse, dedicated
community volunteer, great cook, en-
thusiastic traveler and, above all, a
loving wife and devoted
mother and grandmother.
She celebrated 50 years of
marriage to her husband,
Werner, in April with a
party at their home in
Scotch Plains, where she
lived for 42 years.

Shortly after graduating
from Lakewood High
School, Eleanor graduated
from Newark Presbyterian
Hospital School of Nursing in 1950
and earned a Bachelor of Science
degree from Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University School of Nursing
in 1952. Following her graduation,
she worked as an obstetrics nurse and
then became an assistant instructor of
nursing at the Newark Presbyterian
Hospital School of Nursing through
1956. She loved being a nurse.

From 1977 to 1981, Eleanor served
as president of the Presbyterian Hos-

pital Alumni Association. From 1981
to 1983, she was president of the
College Club of Fanwood-Scotch
Plains, and was later a member of its
board of directors.

Survivors include her loving hus-
band, Werner, and four children, Ellen
Albright of Lansdale, Pa.; Katie Sturm
of Madison, Wis., Paul Sturm of War-

ren and Martha Sturm of
Cranford. Eleanor also is
survived by a brother,
Herbert Dietzel of Surf
City, N.J. and Naples, Fla.,
and six grandchildren,
Scott, Reid, Eric, Julia,
Carolyn and Henry.

A funeral service was
held yesterday, Wednes-
day, November 15, at the
Faith Lutheran Church in

New Providence.
Arrangements were by the Memo-

rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains, P.O. Box 32,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023; the Presbyte-
rian Alumni Scholarship Fund of
Bloomfield College or a charity of
one’s choice.
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Erica Chalson DelCore of Scotch
Plains passed away on Wednesday,
November 8, 2006, at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
at the age of 36.

Born in Chicopee Falls, Mass., she
was the loving wife of Angelo
DelCore of Scotch Plains, formerly
of North Brunswick. Erica was the
mother of Carina Lindsay, age four,
and Jason Daniel, nine months. She
also is survived by her mother, Cindy
Roberts; her father, Bob Chalson, and
his wife, Barbara; her brother, John
Chalson, and his wife, Dana; her
grandmother, Anita Chalson, and
grandparents, Harriet and Jack Rob-
erts, and many nieces and nephews.

Erica was a 1991 magna cum laude
graduate of Duke University in
Durham, N.C. and earned a master’s
degree from Middlebury College in
Vermont through the University of
Paris-Nanterre. During her college
years, Erica fought a brave battle
against non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Her
working years carried her through vari-
ous careers at IMG, Impact, McKinsey
& Co. and, most recently, with the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Erica had the unique ability to make
everyone she knew feel as if they
were her best friend. She enriched the
lives of all those who had the privi-

lege of knowing her. Her love of her
family and friends was an inspiration
to all.

A memorial celebration was held
on Tuesday, November 14, at the
Voorhees Chapel on the Douglass
campus of Rutgers University in New
Brunswick.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society or to the charity
of one’s choice.
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‘Irreconcilable Differences’
For Divorce Passed by Panel
TRENTON – Legislation sponsored

by Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Lin-
den) that would allow couples to cite
irreconcilable differences as grounds
for divorce was released by the Senate
Judiciary Committee Monday.

The measure, S-1467, will “improve
New Jersey’s approach to divorce,”
said Mr. Scutari. “Our laws should
reflect the fact that, sadly, marriages
sometimes fail for reasons that are
both deeply personal and difficult to
quantify. Our existing statutes take an
emotionally difficult process and com-
pound that difficulty by failing to treat
married people as adults capable of
making reasoned and thoughtful deci-
sions regarding their own futures.”

Currently, New Jersey law recog-
nizes several legal grounds for di-
vorce, including alcohol or drug
abuse, physical abuse, willful aban-
donment for a one-year period and
emotional cruelty, Mr. Scutari said.
Couples may also divorce following
an 18-month period of legal separa-
tion. The senator said these require-
ments often force couples seeking to
dissolve their marriages to assert
claims of physical or mental cruelty
where none exist, causing further
anguish and embarrassment as inti-
mate details of their relationship are
exposed in court records.

“My bill creates a middle ground
between the antiquated process cur-
rently available to New Jerseyans and
so-called ‘divorce on demand,’” ex-
plained Mr. Scutari. “In order to dis-
solve their marriage, a couple must
demonstrate that irreconcilable dif-
ferences have existed for at least a
six-month period and that there is no
further prospect of reconciliation.
This common sense standard will

eliminate the needless acrimony that
plagues our current system and per-
mit people to amicably and expedi-
tiously move on with their lives.”

S-1467 is supported by the New
Jersey State Bar Association and the
Association of Family and Concilia-
tion Courts of New Jersey, and will
now move to the full Senate for con-
sideration.

The Senator also announced legis-
lation he sponsored to modernize New
Jersey’s system of adverse possession
was released by the Senate Commu-
nity and Urban Affairs Committee on
Monday by a 4-0 vote. The bill, S-
1868, would create a uniform standard
of 20 years’ possession before title
automatically vests in the adverse pos-
sessor for cultivated property, and 30
years for uncultivated land.

Adverse possession “is a concept
that dates back to English common
law,” Mr. Scutari said. “Essentially, it
is intended to ensure that privately-
held land is properly maintained and
not simply abandoned. By permitting
someone who has continuously uti-
lized a piece of property for an ex-
tended period of time to claim title,
we guarantee that land does not fall
‘out of circulation,’ as it were.”

“The changes I am proposing will
protect property owners by delineat-
ing a clear-cut standard for adverse
possession,” said Senator Scutari.  “Ad-
ditionally, the bill explicitly exempts
public property such as parkland or
the right-of-way on roads from being
claimed via adverse possession, al-
lowing state and local governments to
forgo the expense of enforcing title
and protecting the taxpayers.”

S-1868 now moves to the full Sen-
ate for consideration.

Julia B. Hose, 82
Julia B. Zuber Hose, 82, of

Westfield died on Monday, Novem-
ber 13, at her home.

Born in Wilkes-Barre, Pa. as one of
12 children, she lived in Westfield for
44 years.

Mrs. Hose had been an executive
secretary with RCA in Colonia until
1962, when she became a full-time
homemaker. She also attended Union
County College.

Surviving are her husband of 45
years, Robert Hose; a daughter, Elisa
Wright of Irving, Tex.; a son, Christo-
pher Hose of Westwood; a brother,
John Zuber, and a grandson.

A funeral service will be held at 10
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, November 17,
at the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield. Visi-
tation will take place from 7 to 9 p.m.
today, Thursday, November 16.
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Catherine Biermann, 75, Retired Nurse;
Was Avid Square Dancer and Docent

Catherine A. Biermann, 75, of
Scotch Plains died on Wednesday,
November 8, at her home.

Born in North Plainfield, she was a
resident of Scotch Plains for more
than 50 years. She also summered in
Ocean Grove.

Mrs. Biermann graduated from
North Plainfield High School in 1949
and St. Peter’s School of Nursing in
1952. She received her Bachelor of
Science in Nursing degree, cum laude,

from Bloomfield College in 1985.
She had worked as an Occupa-

tional Health Nurse at C.R. Bard in
Murray Hill before retiring five years
ago. Earlier, she had been employed
with Mack Truck and Muhlenberg
Hospital.

A member of the Ocean Grove
Historical Society, Mrs. Biermann
volunteered as a docent for the His-
toric Centennial Cottage in Ocean
Grove. She also was a member of the
Y-Squares and the Harmony Square
Dance Club.

Mrs. Biermann additionally was a
member of the Model “A” Ford Club
of New Jersey and the Model “A”
Ford Club of America.

Surviving are her husband of 50
years, Donald T. Biermann, and a
son, David Biermann, also of Scotch
Plains.

The funeral was held on Saturday,
November 11, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Entombment took place at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Memorial donations may be made
to the American Diabetes Associa-
tion, 1160 Route 22, East,
Bridgewater, N.J. 08807 or to the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, P.O.
Box 325, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Government/Community News

STEPPING BACK IN TIME…For Wardlaw-Hartridge School fourth graders,
the Revolutionary War came to life during a class trip to Washington Rock in
Green Brook on October 11. Teachers Sandra Dreier and Ellen Ritz described the
site as the crossroads to the Battle of New Jersey, where 8,000 American troops
were stationed in June of 1777 when the British army under General William
Howe was moving toward Westfield. During their excursion, pupils gained an
understanding of why it is important to preserve history for future generations.
Before their trip, their classroom studies focused on historical monuments and
related events in preparation for the Washington Rock trip.

Author to Give Lecture
On Jewish Genealogy

AREA – Genealogist Gary
Mokotoff will speak on “Tracing Your
Jewish Family Roots” on Sunday,
December 3, at 9:45 a.m. at Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah, located at 111
Valley Road in Clark. The lecture
will be geared toward anyone inter-
ested in Jewish genealogy, especially
beginners.

Mr. Mokotoff is the publisher of
AVOTAYNU, The International Re-
view of Jewish Genealogy; co-au-
thor of “Where Once We Walked”
and the author of “How to Document
Victims and Locate Survivors of the

Holocaust.”
He has lectured at virtually all of

the annual international Jewish ge-
nealogical conferences as well as the
annual conferences of the Federation
of Genealogical Societies and the
National Genealogical Society

A $5 admission charge includes a
light breakfast. Interested individu-
als are asked to respond to the temple
at (732) 381-8403 by Thursday, No-
vember 30. Attendees are encouraged
to bring a family “artifact” along with
an index card describing it for a dis-
play table during Mr. Mokotoff’s lec-
ture.

UC Inducts Students
Into Honor Society

SCOTCH PLAINS –Union Catho-
lic High School has announced the
induction of 64 students into the Na-
tional Honor Society. The event took
place on October 12 in the auditorium.

Locally, Kristin Cassidy and
Cynthia Ritter of Scotch Plains, along
with Elizabeth Peach and James
Trollo of Fanwood, represented the
Class of 2008.

Fanwood’s Elizabeth Casserly and
Megan Dyckman, in addition to Kevin
Cassidy of Scotch Plains and Emily
De Rosa of Westfield, represented
the Class of 2007.

These students have met all the
requirements set forth by the Na-
tional Honor Society.

Girl Scouts to Host
Brightwood Cleanup
WESTFIELD – Girl Scout Troop

465 will host an awareness and cleanup
day at Brightwood Park in Westfield
on Saturday, December 2, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. with help from the
Westfield recreation, public works and
fire departments. Brightwood Park is a
44-acre area on Prospect Street.

Volunteers of all ages are sought to
clean up the park trails. Hot chocolate
and water will be available. Work
gloves, garbage bags and other cleanup
materials will be provided. In the event
of inclement weather, the cleanup will
be postponed until the spring.

A brief history of Brightwood Park
will be provided along with environ-
mental education information on re-
specting nature. For more details, please
e-mail tayloranderson@att.net.
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Hazel L. Peterson, 97
Hazel Louise Peterson (nee Smith)

of Westfield passed away at age 97 on
Friday, November 10, at Westfield
Center-Genesis ElderCare after a
short illness.

Born in King William County, Va.,
Hazel lived in Westfield for the past
81 years.

A member of the Bethel Baptist
Church in Westfield since she was 16
years old, she also was a member of
its Woman’s Club.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Clarence Roosevelt Peterson,
in 1977.

Surviving are two sons, Clarence R.
Peterson, Jr. of Plainfield and William
R. Peterson of Westfield; a daughter-
in-law, Barbara Winn Peterson; two
grandchildren, Dr. Stacey A. Peterson
of Baltimore, Md. and Steven A.
Peterson of Bethlehem, Pa.; a brother,
James M. Smith of Westfield and a
sister-in-law, Clara E. Hill of Hamp-
ton, Va. Hazel also was the cherished
aunt of a host of nieces and nephews
who she so dearly loved.

After cremation, interment will be
in the family plot at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. A memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later date.

Arrangements are by the Plinton
Curry Funeral Home of Westfield.
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