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By SAM DELLA FERA JR.
Member of the Citizens Advisory Committee on Enrollment

(CACE)

The confining halls of the 80-year
old school building are dimly lit, com-
pounding the commotion caused by
the human traffic jams that form as
students change classes.

At lunchtime, those students have to
hustle down the deteriorating stairwells
to get to the undersized cafeteria – lo-
cated in the 42-year old “new” building.

They have only a 20-minute lunch
period, which translates to 10 minutes
to shovel down lunch. What should be
a 40-minute lunch period for each
grade is cut in half because the cafete-
ria is simply not large enough.

The library lacks the room to accom-
modate more than a few dozen of the
school’s more than 700 students – its
size below state standards. Where is this
school? South Central LA? Camden?
No. It is right here in Westfield – our own
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS).

As a member of the Citizen’s Advi-
sory Committee on Enrollment (CACE),
which issued its report and recommen-
dations on the town’s elementary and
intermediate school enrollment prob-
lem earlier this year, I had the opportu-
nity to walk Roosevelt’s halls, tour the
cafeteria and library, and discuss with
teachers and administrators the chal-
lenges that RIS students face.

While educational challenges are to
be expected and welcomed at RIS, diffi-
culties posed by the school’s physical
plant are not. The condition of the build-

Our Children Deserve Better

ings, especially the original structure, is
dreadful. Much work needs to be done to
bring the facility up to the standards that
the State of New Jersey expects, and that
our community should demand.

On January 23, 2007, Westfield resi-
dents will have an opportunity to ad-
dress the considerable physical defi-
ciencies of RIS, and improve the edu-
cational experience and quality of life
of future generations of our students.

On that day we will be asked to
approve a $9.4-million bond which
includes, among other district reno-
vations, $3.2 million to fund much-
needed improvements to RIS, includ-
ing renovating its hallways and stair-
wells, expanding the cafeteria and
library, and enclosing for security the
breezeway that connects the 1926
and 1964 buildings.

Is that a lot of money? Yes. But the
improvements are necessary, and they
will cost exponentially more in five,
seven or 10 years, when many of us
still will call Westfield home. The
condition of RIS simply is not ac-
ceptable, and it will not improve un-
less Westfielders step up and decide
that our children deserve better.

BOE Holds Meeting
On Tues, November 21
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education (BOE) will hold
a regularly scheduled public meeting
on Tuesday, November 21, at 8 p.m.
at 302 Elm Street.

There will be a report from Barbara
Mammen, supervisor of Instructional
Technology, on technology implemen-
tation in the curriculum for grades 3 – 8.

The complete agenda will be avail-
able on November 17 on the BOE’s
website at westfieldnjk12.org. The
public is welcomed to attend. All
board meetings are taped and tele-
vised on Blue Devils TV36 on Tues-
days at 8 a.m., 3 and 11 p.m., Thurs-
days at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., Saturdays at
3 p.m. and Sundays at 10 a.m.

Editors of The Beacon
Have the ‘Write’ Stuff

JOURNALISTS ON THE BEAT...Bob Paoli, Wardlaw-Hartridge Upper School
English teacher and advisor to The Beacon newspaper, took his editors to Rutgers
University for the 27th annual Student Press Day, sponsored by the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Paoli, Cameron
Rogers, Will Vogt and Matthew Forman.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Matthew
Forman of Scotch Plains, one the
editors of The Beacon newspaper at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge (W-H)
School in Edison, learned a wealth of
information during the Garden State
Scholastic Press Association’s 27th
Annual Student Press Day on Busch
Campus at Rutgers University.

Accompanied by Beacon advisor
and Upper-School English teacher
Bob Paoli, the students had the op-
portunity to converse with seasoned
journalists, professors and other ex-
perts in the field.

The conference included classes such
as “Diversity Makes a Difference” with
Linda Shockley of the Dow Jones News-
paper Fund and “How to be a Better
Editor” with Rich Holden of the Dow
Jones Newspaper Fund. Courses were
also taught on headline writing, inter-
viewing, covering controversial issues,
writing a strong lead, generating story
ideas, copyediting, Adobe InDesign and
journalism ethics.

The students commented that they
have learned the importance of pub-
lishing a school newspaper that fo-

cuses on current events and world
issues, but truly shines the spotlight
on the students and W-H community.

In a related story, W-H students
garnered several awards from the
Garden State Scholastic Press
Association’s Newspaper Contest
2006. The pupils submitted entries
under categories such as news writ-
ing, editorial writing, opinion writ-
ing, reviews/entertainment, artwork/
illustration, column writing, feature
writing and editorial cartooning.

Matthew, a senior, earned an hon-
orable mention in editorial writing.
Class of 2006 graduate Walter Trosin
of Scotch Plains won first place in
opinion writing.

In their comments, the contest
judges commended Matthew for
“logically presenting information”
and presenting a “Why bother?” ques-
tion with a great answer in his De-
cember 2005 editorial entitled, “Club
Reform Overdue.”

CPA Earns $2000
Donation From Exxon
WESTFIELD – Certified Public

Account Lisa Luzzi earned $2,000
from the Exxon Mobil Foundation
for her community service activities.

She volunteered to be the treasurer
for Washington Elementary School’s
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
for two years.

As treasurer, Mrs. Luzzi manages
all the financial arrangements for the
Washington School PTO.

Mrs. Luzzi’s husband, Tom, is an
employee of Exxon Mobil, which
supports community involvement ef-
forts of employees’ spouses.

VOLUNTEER WORK…Washington School Principal Andrew Perry welcomed
the donation from Exxon Mobil and acknowledged Lisa Luzzi for her outstanding
service to Washington Elementary School. Mr. Perry said, “The funds will be put
to good use.”

Kevin Smith Enrolls
At Colby College

WESTFIELD – Kevin Smith of
Westfield enrolled at Colby College in
Waterville, Me. this fall. Before classes
began, he took part in an orientation
that included an introduction to the
academics and cultural life at Colby,
as well as a four-day outdoor excur-
sion. A graduate of Seton Hall Prepa-
ratory School, Kevin is the son of
Edward and Mary Smith of Westfield.
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Cohen’s Borat Reveals
America’s Character Flaws

College Board Honors
Two Local Students

AREA – The College Board has
honored Kent Place School seniors Ilya
Sabnani of Westfield and Atlee Melillo
of Scotch Plains in recognition of
achievement on Advanced Placement
(AP) Examinations taken last spring.

Ilya received the highest honor of
AP Scholar with Distinction, granted
to students who receive an average
grade of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams
taken, and grades of 3 or higher on
five or more of these exams on full-
year courses or the equivalent.

Atlee was named was named AP
Scholar with Honor. AP Scholar with
Honor is granted to students who
receive an average grade of at least
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and
grades of 3 or higher on four or more
of these exams on full-year courses
or the equivalent.

In 2006, Kent Place had a total of 56
students recognized by the College
Board for excellence on AP exams.

Bryant University
Admits Robert Ventura

SCOTCH PLAINS – Bryant Uni-
versity in Rhode Island has announced
that it has admitted Scotch Plains’
Robert Ventura, a business adminis-
tration student, to the Class of 2010.

SPF Alumni to Meet
On November 21

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Alumni
Association will meet Tuesday, No-
vember 21, at 7 p.m. in the media
room of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. The program for the evening
will be the induction this year of the
newly chosen alumni into the Hall of
Fame. For more information, contact
Bernice Montagna at
bernicemontagna979@msn.com.

By Neil FitzPatrick
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The recently released film Borat:
Cultural Learnings of America for
Make Benefit of Glorious Nation of
Kazakhstan has been received with
open arms by the very country of
which it is so critical.

The number one movie in America,
it has earned upwards of $70 million
thus far. The movie uses both fiction
and real interviews conducted under
false pretenses to make its point, and is
presented in the form of a documen-
tary following a Kazakh reporter on a
trip across the United States.

The reception, however, has not
been entirely positive. According to
the Associated Press, two fraternity
boys, the subjects of one of the “inter-
views” conducted by Borat (Sacha
Baron Cohen), are now suing Twen-
tieth Century Fox and three separate
production companies for making the
plaintiffs “the object of ridicule, hu-
miliation, mental anguish and emo-
tional and physical distress, loss of
reputation, goodwill and standing in
the community.”

The boys claim that they were un-
der the influence of alcohol when
they signed waivers releasing those
associated with Borat from any re-
sponsibility, and that they were told
they were being filmed for a docu-
mentary to be shown only outside the
United States. The plaintiffs made
offensive, on-camera comments about
minorities and women while drunk.

Unfortunately for the fraternity
members, they most likely do not
have a case, and are only increasing
the movie’s success, helping it fur-
ther its message of the ugly truth
beneath America’s lofty ideals.

Defamation of character is a seri-
ous offense, but, according to the
Supreme Court decision in the case
of New York Times v. Sullivan, it is
only an issue when the statements
made about a person are false and are
published with intent of malice.

Since the two plaintiffs are on film
making the insulting statements, they
can hardly deny saying the words that
came out of their own mouths.

In reality, to stop showing Borat
because it exposes the character flaws
of a few college kids would serve to

expose one of the key flaws of
America, as well as one of the main
themes of the movie.

Whether interviewing the owner of
an antique shop selling confederate
memorabilia advocating secession, the
manager of a rodeo making homopho-
bic statements, or two inebriated stu-
dents expressing ingrained racisms and
sexisms, the Kazakh reporter never fails
to bring out the ugly prejudices of the
country that we would all rather ignore.

We have a tendency as a nation to
see only the good and suppress our
faults, which breeds a kind of un-
questioning patriotism which in turn
tends to get us in trouble. Our largest
problems come when we try to force
ideals such as “freedom” and “equal-
ity” on other nations that stand amazed
at our oblivious hypocrisy.

Borat himself is, among other things,
sexist, racist, Anti-Semitic, and ho-
mophobic. His message, therefore, is
clear: don’t be so quick to judge,
America, we have more in common
than you think. At the same time, how-
ever, he invites viewers to laugh at his
offensive jokes not because they are
true, but because they are so ridiculous.

He has given America back its sense
of humor after a period of false po-
liteness. The recent movement to-
ward political correctness has acted
as an enabler, allowing an entire coun-
try to seem compassionate and con-
cerned while prejudices remained
hidden beneath the surface.

Cohen understands that the only
way to truly abolish these flaws is to
expose them and laugh at the sheer
absurdity of prejudice.

Neil Fitzpatrick is a junior at
Westfield High School.
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