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SP Democrat Candidates Need to
Come Out of Shadow In Next Election

Westfield Technologist Lacks
Confidence in Computer Voting

Fanwood GOP Candidates Thank
Voters, Congratulate Winners

WHS Alumni Visit Provides
Heartwarming Remembrances

Scotch Plains DEM Chair Lipstein
Laments Over Campaign Press

During the November 3 weekend, I
had the pleasure of joining the Westfield
High School Class of ’76 in celebration of
our 30th High School Reunion. On behalf
of our graduating class, our heartfelt thanks
go out to Westfield High School and the
students who guided us on a trip down
memory lane with an organized Westfield
High School tour.

Our sincere thanks also go out to the
WHS Football Parents Association who
included us in their tailgate fundraiser at
the Westfield - Scotch Plains football
game; what a festive way to enjoy the
spirit and camaraderie of a Saturday home
football game.

Many of our alumni arrived in Westfield
for the first time since high school gradu-
ation, some traveling from as far away as
Malaysia and Israel to join us in our

festivities. The one resounding sentiment,
which was echoed over and over during
the weekend, was how beautiful Westfield
is and how proud the alumni are to claim
it as their hometown.

From the beautiful parks, colonial
neighborhoods, Kehler Stadium turf field,
to the downtown shopping and restau-
rants, I had so many people share with me
that they never really appreciated how
lucky they were to have grown up here,
and how they had always taken it for
granted. It is heartwarming to take a step
back from the concerns we all have from
day to day and appreciate what I have
always known all along — how lucky we
are to live in such a beautiful and wonder-
ful town.

Vicki (Nelson) Kimmins
Westfield

I am writing to comment on the press
coverage of the Scotch Plains municipal
election. This same letter is being sent to
The Record Press, The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and The Star-Ledger.

The reporting in The Press is an ex-
ample of what election coverage should
be. Following interviews with the respec-
tive candidates, it reported in a manner
that was informative as to the candidates’
qualifications, the issues and platforms of
each political party. The articles written
about each side were balanced and fair.
The Press’ election editorial put a posi-
tive light on the electoral process. With
the example it has set, I hope it grows in
circulation as the residents look to it for
objective local reporting.

I preface my remarks about the remain-
ing newspapers by saying that freedom of
the press is one of our most precious
rights; without it our remaining rights
will quickly disappear. The press must
always remain free to report and express
its editorial opinion. However, with rights
come responsibilities, and freedom of the
press must be responsibly exercised. I
also wish to note that the press bemoans
when political campaigns turn sleazy, but
the press must recognize its role in this.

The Times noted the problem with
sleazy campaigns in an editorial, but bears
responsibility for what we saw in the
Scotch Plains campaign. This newspa-
per, against advice, rushed to print a letter

to the editor from former police chief
Thomas O’Brien falsely accusing Demo-
cratic township council candidate Neal
LeStrange of racism, and wrote an article
about it, without investigating the facts. It
turns out that the allegation was untrue,
and it was Mr. O’Brien who used a racial
slur, as he himself admitted. Notwith-
standing, the allegation spread and the
election returns show it to have been the
cause of Mr. LeStrange’s defeat.

I am also disappointed with The Ledger,
more so because my expectations for this
newspaper were the highest. The Ledger is
a respected statewide daily and has done
excellent political reporting. However, after
meeting for an hour with each of the can-
didates, The Ledger’s campaign reporting
made it seem like the only issue in the
campaign was the allegation against Mr.
LeStrange, and did little to report on the
candidates’ qualifications or the real is-
sues. Its reporting fed the slander, and did
not inform the public on the issues.

I note that The Press did not ignore the
allegation made against Mr. LeStrange,
but put this aspect of the campaign in
proper perspective in its reporting.

I hope to read this letter in each of the
three newspapers, and I hope that they
will continue to do what they do well, and
strive to change where they have failed.

Kenneth Lipstein, Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee Chairman

We wish to congratulate the winners of
the three contested seats for Scotch Plains
Township Council, still leaving the coun-
cil under Republican majority. We have
lived in Scotch Plains for over 40 years.
My wife has served as mayor, council-
woman and appointed member of the
board of adjustment and planning board.

During the weeks prior to the election,
we were shocked and dismayed to learn
that the Democratic candidates refused to
meet in the usual candidates debate forum
sponsored by the League of Women Vot-
ers, hosted by your newspaper with Fred
Rossi as moderator. In the past, this de-
bate has always been a valuable learning
experience for the residents of Scotch
Plains — enabling them to see and hear

each of the candidates debate the issues of
concern to our community.

Of all areas of government, local gov-
ernment has always been the most respon-
sive to the citizenry and also the most
accountable. For any two-party system to
work effectively, both political parties must
be honest and forthright to their constitu-
ents. The Democratic Party of Scotch Plains
has shown themselves to be dishonest and
fearful in presenting themselves.

We hope that in the next election, the
Democrat Party candidates will come out
of the shadows and show themselves for
the benefit of all residents of Scotch Plains.

Alice and Marvin Agran
Scotch Plains

In Fanwood, as elsewhere, the polls
have closed, the votes have been counted,
and the people have chosen their elected
leaders for a new term. In the last several
weeks, Rich Alber and I (Andrew
MacDonald) had the distinct pleasure of
meeting with many of the residents of
Fanwood in our door-to-door campaign
efforts. Unfortunately, the numbers were
not there, and it was a bad year for the
GOP. Nonetheless, we had a wonderful
time in meeting the people of Fanwood
and listening to their concerns.

I would thus like to thank the people
who took the time to find our names on

the ballot and pull the lever as an affirma-
tion of our efforts. I would also like to
thank the people, too numerous to men-
tion, who worked long and hard behind
the scenes. They did an outstanding job in
very difficult and financially constrained
circumstances.

I wish to congratulate Councilwoman
Donna Dolce in her re-election and Coun-
cilman-elect David Valian. My hope,
along with all the people of Fanwood, is
that they will do their job well.

Andrew MacDonald
Fanwood GOP Council Candidate

Fanwood Election Winners Thank
Community, Applaud Opponents

We would like to thank all of our fam-
ily, friends and supporters who assisted
us in our successful election to the
Fanwood Borough Council. It was in-
deed a pleasure to speak with all of you at
your homes, at local events and through-
out the community.

We will work hard on your behalf, and
we invite you to work with us in our
efforts. Please take the time to volunteer
for a committee or commission or attend
meetings of the borough council to share
your perspective and comments.

We would like to applaud our oppo-
nents for ensuring that our campaign ef-
forts brought a positive light to our com-
munity by focusing on the issues and
refraining from the negative campaign
strategies that distract voters from the real
issues and concerns.

Thanks again to all of the voters. We
are proud to serve you.

Donna Dolce, Councilwoman
David Valian, Councilman-elect

Borough of Fanwood

As a computing professional and Act-
ing Chair of the Information Systems
Department at NJIT, I have no confi-
dence in Westfield’s voting machines.
When I pressed the buttons on Tuesday,
November 7, I had no idea whether my
vote was recorded accurately.

There is no visible verification. Fur-
thermore, no paper trail exists for confir-
mation or for a recount. What could go
wrong?

Perhaps the person who programmed
the machine accidentally switched around
one column inside the software - un-
likely, but possible. Perhaps the record-
ing and counting software was flawed or
maliciously altered - unlikely, but con-
ceivable. Considering that in some elec-
tions every district’s machines must be
programmed differently, there is a lot of
room for error.

Is every machine tested well for every
single election? I have never seen any
assurance from public officials, much
less a detailed explanation of the testing
procedure that would give me confidence.

We’ve heard numerous reports over
the past months about programming and
security flaws in voting machines, as well
as specific problems last Tuesday that
could have been avoided with the mini-
mal amount of testing. How can we be
confident that Westfield was free of these
problems?

At NJIT, we instill in our students the
importance of both testing the software
thoroughly and evaluating with actual
users. Would our current voting system
receive a passing grade?

Michael Bieber
Westfield

Union County Voters
Have Clearly Spoken
We would like to thank all of the voters

who supported our candidacies. Special
thanks go to our spouses John and Joanne,
and our families for all they had to endure
over the past few months. We also appre-
ciate the assistance that was provided to
us by many of you.

Thank you to this newspaper for allow-
ing our views to be published.

We enjoyed meeting so many of you,
the residents of Union County, and hear-
ing your comments and concerns.

Congratulations to the incumbents, the
electorate clearly supported you this Elec-
tion Day. We wish you well, and may you
continue to do your best for the residents
of Union County.

Pat Quattrocchi,  Glenn Mortimer
GOP Candidates for Freeholder

Freeholder Mirabella
Thanks the Voters

I’d like to thank all the voters for support-
ing my running mates and I in our bid for re-
election as freeholders. I appreciate the
confidence and trust you have placed in me.

I will work hard every day to live up to
that trust. I also want to thank my wife,
Phyllis and my children, Alex and Micayla,
for their help on the campaign trail and for
all the support they give me during elec-
tion time and throughout the year.

It was a pleasure meeting many of you
in the community as I campaigned. I
appreciate all the ideas and suggestions
you gave me along the way. I also want to
congratulate all the local candidates (par-
ticularly Dave Valian and Donna Dolce)
on their election as well, and I look for-
ward to strengthening the relationship
between the towns and Union County.
We have much work to do.

I hope everyone has a very happy
Thanksgiving.

Freeholder Al Mirabella
Fanwood

Paterson Thanks
Grassroots Supporters

Best wishes go out to the mayor of
Garwood for his win in the recent elec-
tion. I ran on the independent ticket for
mayor, with no government experience
and whose main issue was “wash away
bad politics” in Garwood. In these times
there seems to be a lot of party line voting,
and it was encouraging to see that nearly
30 percent of the voters understood my
issue and decided to select my line C. I
thank the grassroots supporters and the
voters who showed insight that control
should not just be any one political party.

Thank you for a most fulfilling cam-
paign and to those who took their time out
to discuss the many issues and concerns
when I campaigned door to door. I will
bring them to the mayor for his knowl-
edge and, hopefully, he will act on them
for the betterment of the community.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Applaud Hogaboom
For WWII Memorial
Arriving at the dedication ceremony

for the WWII Memorial in Westfield, I
approached a “senior scouter” and asked
if he knew Thomas Hogaboom – and
would he point him out to me.

He replied very proudly, “I sure do,
he’s my son; that’s him over there.”

After introducing myself, I stated what
a worthy project he (Tom) chose in dedi-
cating the veterans’ memorial to those
who made the supreme sacrifice during
WWII, as well as all veterans who served
honorably during WWII.

The dedication program provided by
Tom and fellow scouts was impressive:
from the speakers, the recognition of all
branches of the military and the closing
ceremony with Dr. Schlosberg’s playing
of “Taps.”

I wish Tom Hogaboom good luck on
his way to the rank of Eagle Scout.

Don Finter, Westfield
Former Adjutant, Chapter 7,
Disabled American Veterans

Fantastic Moment for New Jersey,
Rutgers is 9–0 and Dreaming

Last Friday morning, many in the area woke up seeing
red, thinking they needed Visine. It was really a parade of
scarlet garb. Although some at the game probably needed
help indeed to recover from the all-night party.

It was only football, but Rutgers’ win over Louisville
last Thursday lit up the area with pride. Hard to imagine,
Rutgers is rated sixth or seventh in the country — just
behind Notre Dame.

Few diehard fans will admit to dozing off in their
armchairs after the first half last Thursday night. Some did
so and missed the thrilling comeback victory. Rutgers’
determination and defense slammed the door on the
Cardinals in the second half.

Watching replays is not the same as seeing what really
happened, but the imagination sows what dreams are
made of. Few of us fantasize that Rutgers will be selected
to play in the national championship game, even if win-
ning out in the final games against Syracuse, Cincinnati
and West Virginia. New Jersey fans never had such an
expectation – never had an opportunity for such an expec-
tation – except maybe for this year.

Mike and the Mad Dog from FAN spread the news over
the radio live from Piscataway (a name that few can spell).
In recounting magic moments in sports, Mike and the Mad
Dog recalled their 10 greatest New Jersey sports moments
— the ninth greatest moment being Westfield High School’s

football victory over Barringer at the Meadowlands in
1977. WHS teams in that era had fabled running backs
such as Bruce Wolfolk (’77), Glenn Kehler (’74) and
Owen Brand (’77).

Rutgers alumni Glenn Kehler, fourth all-time leading
rusher for the Scarlet Knights, was accompanied by Neal
Bradley of Westfield on the sidelines during the big win
over Louisville. When Mad Dog’s broadcast went out, by
cell phone, they found Owen Brand unaware in Westfield
and advised him of his radio fame. Some say that the
celebration by the callers from the sidelines with Mr.
Brand lasted well through the weekend.

Faithful Fanwood fan, Dean ‘Dino’ Talcott was posi-
tioned in the Rutgers stands. He admits to never expecting
such a bonanza from his season tickets of several years. It
took him until Saturday for his voice to return.

Most everyone now has an RU hat or scarlet jersey,
claiming to be a longtime fan – only now having the
temerity to emerge from the closet.

Whether you saw it live, dreamed from the replays or
were emblazed in scarlet, it is great fun and a happy
moment of diversion for New Jersey.

A match up of Rutgers with Notre Dame in a bowl game
on January 1? Hmmm — Imagination sows what dreams
are made of, and some of us fantasize.

RU now a fan of New Jersey? Can you spell Piscataway?

Garwood Officials Look to Teamwork
And 2007 Opportunities in Serving

The team of mayor-elect Dennis
McCarthy, Councilman-elect Keith Sluka,
and Councilwoman-elect Kathleen
Villaggio would like to sincerely thank
the residents of Garwood for their vote of
confidence in the 2006 General Election.

Although many months were spent
preparing for this important campaign,
the real work has just begun. We look
forward to serving you and tackling the
important issues our borough faces and
achieving positive results starting with
teamwork.

We would be remiss if we did not take
this opportunity to send a heartfelt thank

you to all of our supporters who made this
campaign and its goals a reality. Our
outstanding campaign committee dedi-
cated many hours to our cause and made
sure we got our message out in the most
factual and positive light. Our supporters
of all ages kept us going strong, from
enthusiastically attending our campaign
events, to lending a helping hand with
flier distribution, and proudly displaying
our campaign signs on their front lawn.
We thank you and look forward to your
continued support.

Lastly, we would like to thank our
families from the bottom of our hearts for
supporting us throughout our campaign.
Without your encouragement, understand-
ing and love, we would not have been able
to dedicate as much time and energy that
we did to this campaign and the citizens
of Garwood.

We are excited for 2007 and the many
opportunities it holds for Garwood. Thank
you again for your support of team
McCarthy, Sluka and Villaggio, and we
look forward to working as a united front
with one goal – doing what is best for the
residents of Garwood.

Dennis McCarthy, Keith Sluka and
Kathleen Villaggio - Garwood

Freeholders Thank
County Residents

We would like to thank the voters —
and all residents of Union County — for
our re-election to the freeholder board.

During the next few years, we will work
to once again provide the best possible
services, safety and results for our resi-
dents. Together with the public and all our
partners, we look forward to making Union
County the best possible place it can be to
live in, work and raise a family.

Al Mirabella, Deborah Scanlon
Chester Holmes

Honored to Serve
In Scotch Plains

I would like to express my gratitude to
the residents of Scotch Plains for their
participation in the election last week. As
you know, there was an unprecedented
outcome, with members of each party
being elected. While I would have pre-
ferred that my running mates share in my
victory, I am nonetheless exceptionally
grateful to the voters who supported me.

It is now time to move forward, and I am
optimistic that our township council will
continue to serve the best interests of our
residents. I look forward to making progress
on many of the goals that I have yet to fulfill,
and I am honored to have been given the
opportunity to serve another term.

Thank you again to my supporters.

Nancy Malool
Councilwoman, Scotch Plains

Sorge Wishes the Best
To All in Scotch Plains
I would like to thank the voters of

Scotch Plains for such an outstanding
turnout for Election Day. It is encourag-
ing to see, and I am hopeful it will con-
tinue in the coming years.

Congratulations to my friend and run-
ning mate, Nancy Malool, on her success
to serve the residents of this great com-
munity for another four years. I also thank
my friend and running mate, Rich Duthie,
for his hard work in this campaign.

I wish my best to our councilmen-
elect. Now they have a responsibility to
work hard for you. Expect nothing less.
They were elected by the people, and now
they need to work for the people. I know
we will all be watching.

Thank you to all who have supported
me during my service on the township
council over the last four years, espe-
cially my fellow council members. Scotch
Plains residents are so fortunate to have
people serving them who truly love their
community.

Although I was not successful in seek-
ing re-election, those of you who know
me personally know my love for Scotch
Plains and know that I will continue to
serve our residents as a volunteer. It is an
honor and privilege to be part of the
history of this township.

Carolyn Sorge, Councilwoman,
Township of Scotch Plains

My Special Thanks to
Union County Voters
Now that the elections are over, I would

like to thank the voters in Union County
who supported me in my run for public
office. Although unsuccessful, my run-
ning mates and I enjoyed meeting every-
one and discussing ideas.

Many of you talked about the increas-
ing burden being placed by county gov-
ernment on the taxpayers. True, county
programs are not free, priorities need to
be set and taxes need to be brought under
control before we go broke.

I wish the victors well and hope they
are successful in addressing your needs
and concerns.

Special thanks to my family, the Union
County Republican Committee, elected
officials, friends and most of all, you.

Thank you to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times for
giving everyone a voice in the campaign.

Diane Barabas, Westfield
GOP Freeholder Candidate

My Congratulations to
Garwood, Thank You
Congratulation and good luck to the

Democratic candidates for mayor and
council of Garwood. I would like to com-
mend you on the effort that you put into
your campaign. I would also like to thank
my family, friends and supporters.

I am proud of the way that both parties
ran our respective campaigns. In a day
and age when most of the candidates
across the country seem to be assailing
each other’s character, instead of address-
ing the issues at hand, I think that both
parties should be proud of the way we
conducted ourselves in Garwood.

James Matheson,
Garwood GOP Council Candidate

Thank You Voters
Of Scotch Plains

Just a quick note to thank all of those that
voted in our recent township election. As
most know, three council seats were open
this year. I would like to congratulate
Nancy Malool, Kevin Glover and Jeff
Strauss on their victory. This is a major
accomplishment, but like any major ac-
complishment comes great responsibility.

As I will likely be interacting with you
all in the other areas I continue to serve in
town as a volunteer, I trust you all will
keep an open mind and remain loyal to
your constituents by supporting the
projects to improve our community.

It was a great honor to run as a candi-
date for the Republican Party in Scotch
Plains and an even greater honor to con-
tinue as a volunteer in a community I am
in, which I am proud to raise my family.

Thank you for your support.

Rich Duthie, GOP Candidate
For Scotch Plains Council

New Providence DEMs
Thank Supporters

We would like to thank all of the resi-
dents of New Providence, our friends and
supporters for their tireless efforts to help
us during this election season. We ran a
substantive campaign, provided fresh
ideas, discussed important issues and of-
fered a new vision for New Providence.

Win or lose, we will continue to work
with our residents to see that they are
implemented. We look forward to work-
ing with the council, in the best interests
of all of our residents.

Norman Samodovitz, Rosanne
McGraw and Douglas Ashinsky

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hyperphasia – Loss of the control of

speech
2. Lyssophobia – An abnormal fear of

becoming insane
3. Houri – A nymph of paradise or a

seductively beautiful woman
4. Cytology – A branch of biology

dealing with the structure, function and
history of cells

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INCENDIARISM
1. Discarding or tossing off
2. Willful destruction of property by fire
3. Extreme rage; violence
4. An exploration or expedition to settle
unnamed territory

RETROMINGENT
1. Situated behind the throat
2. Turned up at the tip: said of a pug nose
3. Discharging the urine backwards
4. Leaping or hopping backwards

CASTOREUM
1. A substance having a strong, penetrat-
ing smell, obtained from beaver sex glands
2. A mineral, silicate of aluminum and
lithium
3. A military encampment
4. Cement

CHROMIDROSIS
1. In botany, abnormal coloration in parts
of a plant ordinarily green
2. Refraction of light into separate colors,
such as with a prism
3. Albinism
4. A condition characterized by abnor-
mally colored perspiration


