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County Close to Bidding
Out Echo Lake Project
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday authorized County Man-
ager George Devanney to execute loan
agreements with the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) for restoration projects
for Echo Lake in Mountainside and
Cedar Brook Lake in Plainfield.

Resolutions approved at Thursday’s
meeting included the borrowing of
up to $750,000 for Cedar Brook and
another $1.7 million for the upper
portion of Echo Lake at a financing
rate of 2 percent.

“I would take advantage of that fi-
nancing,” Director of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities Charles Sigmund
recommended to the board, noting that
some of the financing for Cedar Brook
could be used for the Echo Lake project.

Mr. Sigmund said the bid specifi-
cations for the Echo Lake project are
“close to [being] ready for public
bid.” He said the entire project is
estimated at $2.5 million. He said the
total cost will “depend on the cost of
disposal” for sediment from the lake.

“You can’t just scatter it around”
and use it as filler for other projects,
given that the sediment is likely con-
taminated, he told the board. Mr.
Sigmund said disposing of sediment
could add up to half of the total cost of
the project. Echo Lake has already
been drained for the project.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a change order for a contract
with Best Roofing of NJ, Inc., located
in Wallington, for the replacement of
the roof at the John Stamler Police
Academy in Scotch Plains. The change
order reduces the contract by $3,000
to a new total of $244,000.

The board approved a resolution
for the county manager to execute an
agreement with the United States
Department of the Interior, U.S. Geo-
logical Survey, in West Trenton for
the operations and maintenance of a
flood monitoring system in the lower
Rahway River basin. The monitoring
will run through September 30, 2007
at a cost of $11,990.

Director of Engineering and Pub-
lic Works Joseph Graziano said the
area of monitoring would include
Rahway, Kenilworth and Springfield.
The county will receive $10,040 in
federal government funding and pay
a matching amount of $11,990 for a
total project funding of $22,030.

The board concurred with Scotch
Plains to grant permission to the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation to hang a banner across Park
Avenue through Monday, December
4, to advertise the township’s holiday
celebration on Sunday, December 3.
Park Avenue will be closed that day
between Westfield Avenue and Front
Street from noon to 6 p.m.

The board gave permission to Sum-
mit to establish a mid-block crosswalk

on Morris Avenue near Broad Street.
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

announced the appointment of Thomas
Mineo as county engineer, replacing
Jeffrey Sias. Mr. Mineo will serve on
the Union County Planning Board, the
county’s Emergency Management
Council and the Green Brook Flood
Control Commission.

Mr. Mineo was previously employed
as a client manager with PMK Group,
Inc., a Cranford-based engineering and
environmental consulting firm that has
done work for the county for a number
of years. A county spokesman said Mr.
Mineo left employment with PMK a
month prior to joining the county.

The board also authorized agree-
ments with the Passaic and Somerset
County Police Academies to offer train-
ing courses for Union County jail cor-
rection officer recruits at $9,000 each.

During the public part of the meet-
ing, Cranford resident Tina Renna,
president of the Union County Watch-
dog Association, commented on the
recent Union County freeholder cam-
paign, which was won by incumbents
Mr. Mirabella, Deborah Scanlon and
Chester Holmes.

“For the past four years I have been
paying attention, you [have been]
elected by the same margins. This
isn’t because the majority of Union
County residents are voting for you,
it is because the majority of Union
County residents aren’t voting,” Mrs.
Renna said in a prepared statement.

She referenced the Democratic free-
holders “longstanding practice of spend-
ing upwards of $250,000 [from taxes]
on supporting incumbent freeholders
right before the election. This comes in
the form of mailers and commercials.”

She said that money could have
been better spent helping an organi-
zation like the Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless.

“I have made it my mission to make
sure that your regime goes down in
history with the likes of (former 30-
year Jersey City mayor) Frank Hague,”
Mrs. Renna said, drawing laughter from
a number of freeholders.

Mr. Holmes said to Mrs. Renna, “I
don’t think anyone has the right to
criticize (the voters).”

Freeholder Rick Proctor said he was
happy to see that county residents voted
for “change in Washington.”

Dan Sullivan, a freeholder since 1995,
said the Democratic freeholder vote
tallies “were well over 60 percent.”

“In any election I’ve been involved
with they call that a landslide,” he said.

Mr. Devanney said the incumbents’
victory was “a real testament” to the
candidates in that they received more
votes than the top of the Democratic
ticket in several communities.

Mr. Mirabella said voters “saw the
value of our experience and of (the)
leadership” of the current board.

The next freeholder meetings,
agenda and regular, will be held Thurs-
day, November 30, beginning at 7 p.m.

CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES

Ani Kavafian & Carter Brey
violin cello

and Guest Artists from the
NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC

Glen Dicterow, violin • Lisa Kim, violin

Cynthia Phelps, viola • Gerald Robbins, piano

Special Shostakovich Program
String Quartet #8

Piano Quintet in G minor

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2006
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

Admission: $25 ($22 for seniors)
Westfield only: Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

The next concert will be on Sunday, January 14

New Era Dawns for Linden
As Gerbounka Takes Helm
By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LINDEN — Knowing that he has a
steep mountain to climb and obstacles
in his way, Linden’s mayor-elect Ri-
chard Gerbounka said he is prepared
to tackle the challenge head-on. A 26-
year veteran of the Linden Police
Department and 12-year member of
the city council, Mr. Gerbounka
single-handedly usurped John
Gregorio’s reign as the city’s mayor –
a title he held for an unprecedented
30 years.

“I felt that the time was right to
have a change in the current adminis-
tration,” Mr. Gerbounka said during
an interview in his Linden home. “The
mayor has been here for 30 years and
he was running our government like
the 1980s. I didn’t agree with his
management style and a lot of his
decisions regarding municipal gov-
ernment.”

He said when he went door to door
with constituents to seek residents’
support, “the most common denomi-
nator was that the residents felt Mr.
Gregorio had been in office too long
and that it was time for him to retire.”

Why did Mr. Gerbounka succeed
in winning a seat sought in vain by so
many others over the years?

“I was the most qualified candidate
to challenge the mayor and the timing
was perfect for me. He (Mr. Gregorio)
was here one election too long and
the people of Linden decided they
needed a change,” he said.

Mr. Gerbounka has inherited a $7.5-
million deficit, and he must budget
for increased healthcare benefits and
pension costs, as well as a contractual
4-percent pay increase for Linden’s
676 full-time employees.

In order to keep taxes regulated and
to offer the same services to resi-
dents, “cutting the fat” will be one of
his top priorities. “I know the indi-
viduals who are putting in a fair day’s
work and those who are working
based on party affiliation,” he said. A
three- to six-month hiring freeze may
also be an option, he said, to access
which jobs are actually productive.

He reported that, to date, more than
22 city employees are paid in excess
of  $100,000 per year, without con-
tributing to hospitalization and
healthcare plans, while the city’s gar-
bage collectors earn an average of
$25,000 per year.

“We must reward our lower-paid
workers, and ask individuals with
higher salaries to contribute their fair
share,” he said.

“I know I have inherited a major
problem,” admitted the mayor-elect,
who has already met with the city’s
chief financial officer to seek solu-
tions.

Mr. Gerbounka, who ran as an in-

dependent in a city heavily influ-
enced by Mr. Gregorio’s reputation
for party politics, believes that while
it won’t happen overnight, he can rely
on his past experience and expertise
to close those gaps and mend those
relationships.

“I know I’m an independent com-
ing on, threatening Democratic
fiefdom and they’re going to circle
their wagons. I intend to work in a
spirit of cooperation, but I am aware
that you have to get into confronta-
tions to accomplish certain goals,” he
said.

One of those goals includes resolv-
ing an issue with the old DuPont/
American Cyanamid property in Lin-
den that was placed under eminent
domain by Mr. Gregorio and his ad-
ministration. Mr. Gerbounka said he
wanted the property to be developed
by the Morris Group, which was the
original intention. Also, the city is
tied up in a 25-year commitment to
maintain property that now houses
the Linden Airport, as well as acres of
retail space.

Mr. Gerbounka believes, in agree-
ment with “several residents,” that
bringing visitors and residents to the
city’s downtown (Wood Avenue) area
would be beneficial. Already, the city
has carved out space on Wood Av-
enue, which normally includes 99-
cent stores and nail salons, for the
Raymond Bauer park/amphitheater/
promenade.

Additionally, while Mr. Gregorio
wanted to put another retail mall on
the old GM property on Route 1,
which Mr. Gerbounka  believes
would have caused a gridlock night-
mare with minimum-wage jobs, the
mayor-elect said he feels the prop-
erty should be used to house corpo-
rate headquarters or an industrial
park, which he said would better
benefit the community.

“Your businesses and industries are
your major tax space,” said Mr.
Gerbounka, who hopes to continue
his predecessor’s philosophy of be-
ing a business-friendly city.

“We should have all city depart-
ments bend over backwards to ensure
that we do not throw obstacles up, but
encourage businesses to stay here and
expand,” he said.

“I want to bring a sense of pride
back to Linden by showing not only
the residents of Linden, but the people
of Union County, that my administra-
tion is going to listen to the people
and do what they want us to do, not
what I want them to do,” said Mr.
Gerbounka.

“I would like to instill that philoso-
phy to the entire council,” he con-
cluded, “because it is time we have a
government that serves the people
and not ourselves.”

Subpoenas Examine
Menendez Rent Deal
Federal authorities have stepped up

their investigation of a rent deal be-
tween U.S. Senator Robert Menendez
and the North Hudson Community
Action Corp. New subpoenas report-
edly seek information pertaining to the
$300,000 in rent Mr. Menendez col-
lected between 1994 and 2003 from the
non-profit organization for a building
he used to own in Hudson County’s
Union City. As a congressman, Mr.
Menendez helped the non-profit re-
ceive millions of dollars in federal fund-
ing. Matt Miller, a spokesman for Mr.
Menendez, said in a statement to The
Star Ledger: “We’re confident that when
the U.S. Attorney’s Office completes
its review, it will come to the same
conclusion as the House Ethics Com-
mittee, that the transaction was com-
pletely appropriate.”

Monitor: UMDNJ Took
In Illegal Med. Funds
The Star-Ledger reported on No-

vember 12 that the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey in
Newark (UMDNJ) took in $36 million
in illegal Medicare and Medicaid pay-
ments in an effort to promote its troubled
cardiac-surgery program. The federal
monitor, former Federal Judge Herbert
Stern, has charged that school officials
conspired to cover up the scheme, which
allegedly involved 18 cardiologists
“who were given essentially no-show
teaching jobs at salaries of $150,000 or
more,” according to the Ledger article.
In return, the cardiologists were ex-
pected to refer patients to the cardiac-
surgery program. The doctors were paid
almost $6 million over a four-year pe-
riod, the article states.

Petillo Rumored to Be
Next St. Peter’s Head
John Petillo, ousted by Governor

Jon Corzine as president of UMDNJ,
is rumored to be in line as the next
president and CEO of Saint Peter’s
Hospital in New Brunswick after the
former president and CEO was re-
moved.

Mr. Petillo, a former Catholic priest
and ex-chancellor of Seton Hall Uni-
versity and former insurance execu-
tive, took a part-time consulting job
with Saint Peter’s three weeks ago. A
hospital spokeswoman has denied the
rumor, saying Saint Peter’s is con-
ducting a nationwide search to fill the
post, The Star-Ledger reported.

Dems Oust Incumbent
GOP Freeholders

Democrats in last Tuesday’s elec-
tions ousted incumbent Republicans
in Monmouth, Cumberland, Salem
and Bergen Counties, the latter of
which gave Democrats all seats on
the board.

Panel to Investigate
Senator Wayne Bryant
The 16-member Joint Legislative

Committee on Ethical Standards
Tuesday agreed to investigate State
Senator Wayne Bryant, who is under
investigation by federal and state au-
thorities for a no-show job he held at
UMDNJ.

The committee is in charge of re-
viewing complaints against legisla-
tors for violating state ethics and con-
flict-of-interest laws. The committee
has the power to fine or recommend
expulsion of a lawmaker.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Michelle H. LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIME FOR A CHANGE...Richard Gerbounka, a 26-year veteran of the Linden
Police Department and 12-year member of the Linden City Council, defeated
Democrat John Gregorio in the city’s mayoral race. Mr. Gregorio had held the
position for 30 years.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


