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BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY…Westfield’s Ellie Colucci, the co-chair of the Opera-
tion Smile New Jersey “Share a Smile Gala” held on October 20 at the Hilton at
Short Hills, promotes Operation Smile at the Starbucks store at the Mall at Short
Hills on September 7. From left to right are Mrs. Colucci’s sons John and Alex,
wearing Operation Smile T-shirts for the event that day.

Westfield Nurse ‘Shares a Smile’
At Hilton Ballroom in Short Hills

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The ballroom of
the Hilton at Short Hills sported Latin
American finery on Friday, October
20, when it served as the site of the
fifth annual “Share a Smile Gala”
fundraiser for the benefit of the not-
for-profit organization Operation
Smile.

More than 400 guests – a record-
breaking attendance – were present
at the cocktail and dinner event, which
also included award presentations and
a live auction. Preliminary estimates
show the sold-out event raised more
than $300,000 to help children with
facial deformities receive the correc-
tive surgery that can change their
lives.

The “Share a Smile Gala” was
hosted by Operation Smile’s New
Jersey Leadership Circle and co-
chaired by Ellie Colucci of Westfield
and Mary McIntyre of Chatham.

Volunteer Norrie Oelkers of
Morristown received a humanitarian
award for her participation in more
than 20 Operation Smile medical
missions.

The publication Financial Times re-
ceived a corporate humanitarian award
for its generous donation of ad space to
the organization. Stephen Howe, Fi-
nancial Times vice president of Adver-
tising for the Americas, accepted the
award on behalf of the newspaper.

Comedian Vinnie Brand of The
Stress Factory in New Brunswick
conducted the live auction, which
included two opportunities to join
Operation Smile medical mission
teams on future missions, limousine
service for 10 to the offices of Medicus
NY for a champagne brunch over-
looking the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade, a Mexican holiday at the Four
Seasons Resort in Punta Mita and a
dinner party for 10 prepared by Chef
Bob Guido of the River’s Edge Cafe
in Red Bank, served by the gala com-
mittee in the winning bidder’s home.

Mrs. Colucci, an oncology nurse at
St. Barnabas Cancer Center, has been
associated with Operation Smile for
four years.

She was moved to become a part of
the organization after attending her
first “Share a Smile Gala” event. She
recalled being drawn to the organiza-
tion because she is a parent, and Op-
eration Smile addressed the needs of
children.

“Operation Smile is such a worth-
while cause with a powerful personal
message,” Mrs. Colucci explained.

“Even in the midst of the crowded
gala, the personal message was evi-
dent,” she added.

Operation Smile welcomes the in-

volvement of students, and through
special programs it helps them learn
about leadership, compassion and
volunteerism. Currently, there are
more than 450 Operation Smile stu-
dent associations in existence world-
wide. Westfield High School (WHS)
has recently started an Operation
Smile student association.

Members of Operation Smile Stu-
dent Associations from Seton Hall
Prep, Delbarton School, University
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey, Oak Knoll, WHS, Villa Walsh
and Montclair High School volun-
teered at the event.

Operation Smile was started in 1982
by a plastic surgeon and his wife, who
traveled to the Philippines as volun-
teers to operate on children born with
cleft palate and cleft lip facial defor-
mities.

Unable to help all of the children in
need, the couple founded Operation
Smile, which, according to its website,
coordinates more than 30 medical
missions in 25 countries annually.

Last year, volunteer doctors, nurses,

McGinn School Celebrates 40th
Anniversary with Art, Quilts

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – It’s a big year
for the William J. McGinn School of
Scotch Plains.

For starters, the school is celebrat-
ing its 40th anniversary, and on Octo-
ber 27, the McGinn School Parent
Teacher Association (PTA) held a live
art auction at the Veterans of Foreign
Wars Hall in Kenilworth to raise
money for classroom needs.

Ross Galleries LLC of Holbrook,
N.Y., auctioned prints, reproductions
and original pieces of art represent-
ing the work of Thomas Kincaid,
Andrew Wyeth, Rembrandt and many
other artists to the highest bidders.

Also auctioned were sports and
entertainment memorabilia, sculp-
tures, jewelry and art created by
McGinn School students.

“The McGinn PTA made a signifi-
cant amount of money from the auc-
tion,” reported Art Auction Commit-
tee member Rona Goldberg, who
added that more than 150 people at-

tended the event and more than
$20,000 worth of art was auctioned.

One highlight of the evening in-
cluded a fierce bidding war for the
Ansel Adams offset lithograph,

AFTER-SCHOOL SPECIAL…Fallon
Goldberg of Scotch Plains is one of the
McGinn School students who recently
participated in an after-school project
to create fabric squares. The squares
were sewn into a handmade quilt that
was auctioned at the live auction
fundraiser on October 27.

“Mount McKinley Wonder Lake.”
Another highlight was the $2,500
bid for a piece of artwork by Peter
Max.

Since September, McGinn School
students had participated in an after-
school project creating fabric squares.
With the help of Scotch Plains resi-
dent Tracey Foley, a professional
quilter, the individual squares were
made into a quilt for the auction. The
quilt sold to the highest bidder for
$190.

Funds raised by the art auction will
be used to improve classroom condi-
tions for students and staff. “We were
hoping to raise enough money to have
classroom fans installed at McGinn,
since the rooms are not air condi-
tioned,” explained Art Auction chair-
person Jane Costello, a McGinn
School PTA vice-president and cul-
tural arts chairperson.

“It looks like we have reached our
fundraising goal and will hopefully
be able to move forward with this
project,” she continued.

For Scotch Plains resident Rubina
Bard, whose daughter attends kinder-
garten at McGinn School, the timing
of the art auction couldn’t have been
better. Her husband’s birthday falls a
few days after the auction, and she
was looking for a present for him. “I
will probably bid on something,” she
said as she previewed the artwork
prior to the auction.

In addition to helping the McGinn
school children create the quilt that
was part of the auction, Mrs. Foley
made a second quilt that she pre-
sented to McGinn School Principal
Mariana Cassidy to commemorate
the school’s 40th anniversary.

Deerfield School Presents
Oklahoma on Nov. 17, 18

MOUNTAINSIDE – Deerfield
School’s production of Oklahoma will
be presented Friday and Saturday,
November 17 and 18, at 7 p.m. in the
school gym/auditorium. A special open
dress rehearsal, free to senior citizens,
will be presented on Thursday evening,
November 16, at 6:30 p.m.

Oklahoma is directed by music
teacher Jeanette Maraffi and choreo-
graphed by Elizabeth Murad, a music
teacher in Mountainside. Kim Billich
has choreographed a special ballet
section of the “dream sequence.”
Wayne DeVico is the set designer.
Mrs. Maraffi is also the musical di-
rector of the show.

In the Deerfield School produc-
tion, the role of Curly McLain, a
restless cowboy who falls in love and
isn’t quite sure what to do, is played
by seventh-grader Jonah Butler.
Eighth-grader Diane Jlelaty plays
Laurey Williams, the farm girl whom
he loves. Another eighth grader,
dancer Caitlin Williams, plays her
counterpart, Dream Laurey.

Colleen Tedesco plays Ado Annie
(“I Can’t Say No”) and her suitor,
Will Parker, is acted and sung by

Arthur Mezzo. Anthony Apigo plays
Jud Frey, the brooding farmhand who
makes trouble. Seventh-grader Lillian
Barreto plays Aunt Eller.

Sarah Hoffman charms the ped-
dler, seventh-grader Sean Hahner, as
Gertie Cummins. Jonathan Teodosio,
eighth grader, plays Andrew Carnes,
the father of Ado Annie, who is upset
at the bidding for the picnic baskets
(and his daughter’s hand) at the auc-
tion.

Craig Thomas, Nicandro Donadio,
Patrick Tedesco, Aaron Slepoi, An-
drew Barreto, Neerav Dharia,
McKenna Kutsop, Cassie Kinney,
Isabelle Perrin, Stephanie Scofield,
Jackie Wells and Ayla Meyer play
other roles.

Chorus members include Francesca
Najdzin, Jenna Barbera, Nicole
Mosier, Kerry Mosier, Dana Lee
Candelino, Lauren Bruno, Nicole
Sblendorio, Jessica Longo, Breanne
Black and Megan Fedey.

The show will be presented in full
costume, and refreshments will be
available at the intermission. For ticket
information, contact the school at
(908) 232-8828.

16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey16 to 18 lb. Oven-Baked-To-Perfection Turkey

Cranberry SauceCranberry SauceCranberry SauceCranberry SauceCranberry Sauce
Turkey GravyTurkey GravyTurkey GravyTurkey GravyTurkey Gravy
Dinner RollsDinner RollsDinner RollsDinner RollsDinner Rolls

Our Ever-So-Popular Key Lime PieOur Ever-So-Popular Key Lime PieOur Ever-So-Popular Key Lime PieOur Ever-So-Popular Key Lime PieOur Ever-So-Popular Key Lime Pie

Turkey StuffingTurkey StuffingTurkey StuffingTurkey StuffingTurkey Stuffing
Sweet Potato CasseroleSweet Potato CasseroleSweet Potato CasseroleSweet Potato CasseroleSweet Potato Casserole

Green Beans with Cashew ButterGreen Beans with Cashew ButterGreen Beans with Cashew ButterGreen Beans with Cashew ButterGreen Beans with Cashew Butter
Our Glazed CarrotsOur Glazed CarrotsOur Glazed CarrotsOur Glazed CarrotsOur Glazed Carrots

For Party Of Ten To TwelveFor Party Of Ten To TwelveFor Party Of Ten To TwelveFor Party Of Ten To TwelveFor Party Of Ten To Twelve

$269

Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner

Prime Rib Dinner
For Party Of Ten to TwelveFor Party Of Ten to TwelveFor Party Of Ten to TwelveFor Party Of Ten to TwelveFor Party Of Ten to Twelve

$329
8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)8 to 10 lb.  Boneless USDA Prime Rib (Medium Rare)

(Extra Drumsticks & Breast Meat Available)

Let us do the work while you enjoy the Holidays!  We will cater your
Holidays from soup to nuts.  Here are some suggestions . . .

Cheddar Mashed Potatoes • Green Bean Casserole • Glazed Carrots
Mushroom Gravy • Dinner Rolls • Key Lime Pie

We have hundreds of hot Hors D’Oeuvres, Side Dishes and Desserts to choose from.
Come in and we’ll plan your Holiday needs.

439 south avenue west, westfield, nj
     (right by the Circle) 908-233-9733 fax: 908-518-7770

visit our website at www.clyneandmurphy.com

BEARING GIFTS…Tracey Foley’s
recently finished quilt is presented to
McGinn School Principal Mariana
Cassidy. Ms. Foley sewed two quilts -
one was auctioned and one was a gift to
the principal in honor of the 40th anni-
versary of McGinn School in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district. The
quilts were made from fabric squares
with original student artwork.

speech pathologists and dentists
helped more than 9,000 children.
Since its inception, more than 100,000
children and young adults have been
helped.

Mrs. Colucci’s son, Alex, a junior at
Delbarton School, is presently prepar-
ing to accompany a medical mission
this spring. Another son, John, is also
active in Operation Smile at Delbarton.

For more information about Opera-
tion Smile, visit operationsmile.org.

CAS Sings at Christmas
Tree Lighting on Dec. 1

 WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society (CAS) of New Jersey will
send singers to the Westfield Christ-
mas Tree Lighting ceremony at 3
p.m. on Sunday, December 1, to pro-
vide Christmas caroling fun to the
community. The CAS Singers and
the Westfield Community Band will
perform for the listening pleasure of
those in attendance.

Dave’s True Story
Performs in Westfield
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series continues
its seventh season by presenting
smooth jazz quartet Dave’s True Story
in concert at the First United Method-
ist Church of Westfield, located on 1
East Broad Street (corner of North
Avenue) on Saturday, November 18.

Doors will open at 7:15 p.m. and
the concert will begin at 8 p.m. Ad-
mission is $15. All net proceeds from
this evening’s concert will be do-
nated to Habitat for Humanity.

Dave’s True Story utilizes a stylish
jazz/pop sound. For more informa-
tion, visit davestruestory.com.

For more information about the Cof-
fee With Conscience Concert Series, the
upcoming performance, ways to get in-
volved with the series or information on
owning a copy of the Season Sampler
CD, visit coffeewithconscience.org or
call the concert hotline at (908) 412-
9105 or send an e-mail to
concerts4causes@aol.com. Volunteers
are always appreciated.


