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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When It Comes to Rivalries,
It’s Tough to Beat WHS-SPF

Those Thanksgiving dinners in the
1960s and ’70s always tasted better
after a WHS win over Plainfield. But
the weird thing is, other than a couple
of instances, the scores and key names
of most of those games are long for-
gotten, and most of the highlights too.
There are exceptions, but for the most
part the WHS-PHS games are wham-
bam-thank-you-ma’m for me. When
they’re over, they’re over.

Scotch Plains games, on the other
hand, are a whole different animal.
From the games in the early ’60s
behind Park Junior High School, to
the great games of the ’60s and ’70s,
when SP-F had backs like Terry
Morton, Tom Rutishauser, Hayward
Gipson, Joey Kolesar, Jeff Huston,
Rudy Lanza and others. And into the
’70s, when the games seemed to in-
tensify even more. Scotch Plains al-
ways had huge lines and great backs,
especially the 1973 team, with Bob
Hering and Jim Meeker at wishbone
quarterback in front of Kenny Wash-
ington, Walt Roberson and Bob
Calhoun. That was the only time coach
Gary Kehler used his speedy son Glen
on defense and the game ended 14-7,
WHS, when a last-second Hering-to-
Calhoun touchdown pass was called
back for a penalty. (Note: never sing
“Backfield in Motion” if there are any
SP-F fans at the party!) And let’s not
forget Skeets Nehemiah, the
Hammond brothers, all the way up
through Nate Jones.

The names, the scores, they stick
with me a lot longer than the names
and scores of any other opponent.
And so it will be again this year, after
Saturday’s unbelievably exciting 28-
21 WHS win over SP-F. Included in
the crowd of over 3,000 were WHS
Class of 1961’s Jeff Gilbert from
Pittstown (in his visit to Recreation
Field/Kehler Stadium since 1979!) and
Ross Mannino, co-captain of the ’60s
Devils.

“We think (WHS-SPF) is the great-
est rivalry in New Jersey,” WHS quar-
terback Tom Bonard said, after scor-
ing the winning touchdown with less
than a minute left in regulation.

And it’s not just football. It was
very cool to read the comments of SP-
F goalie Bryan Meredith in the paper
last week, after a 2-1 double overtime
loss to WHS before a monster crowd
at Kehler Stadium. Meredith, argu-
ably the best high school goalie in
New Jersey since Kearny’s Tony
Meola, said:

“It’s a really big game because of
the rivalry, perhaps the biggest in New

Jersey, honestly. It’s always going to
be a battle for both teams. Bottom
line, every time we play Westfield, it’s
going to be a tough game, a good
game.”

Later Saturday night, the WHS and
SP-F girls squared off for the Union
County Tournament in soccer, bat-
tling to a 1-1 tie after two overtimes.

And can anyone who was there ever
forget the 1999 Union County swim-
ming championships, when SP-F
ended WHS’s 42-year reign? That set
off a celebration the likes of which
may never be seen again … or at least
until last year’s surreal SP-F overtime
football win over WHS … or until
Saturday. When was the last time the
Westfield football stands emptied onto
the field after a win? But that’s what
rivalries are all about. They’re enough
to get Sherl Brand (WHS ’81), the
mother of a WHS player and aunt of
an SP-F player, to paint her face half-
blue, half-white before the game!

There are lots of good rivalries
around the state: Phillipsburg-Easton,
Vineland-Millville, Randolph-
Roxbury, Montclair-Bloomfield. But
with shifting leagues for football
power points and disappearing
Thanksgiving Day games, many great
rivalries have just faded into the past.

Season-in and season-out, for all
sports across the board, WHS-SPF
may just be the best of them all.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Has any team ever had a better

group of receivers than this year’s SP-
F team? Seniors Kyle Rowbotham
and Jason Zelesnik are two wonder-
fully talented wide receivers, with
speed and hands. And Keith Baker,
the big junior TE/LB, is a budding
superstar. You also had to be very
impressed with junior quarterback
Mike Chervanyak, who torched the
Devils’ secondary for 280 yards.

WHS’s 16-0 shutout of Shabazz on
Oct. 28 was its first goose egg since a
14-0 shutout of Shabazz in 2003, a
string of 34 games. The last WHS
football team to post multiple shut-
outs was in 1998, with three, a number
this year’s team can still reach with
zippos against Bridgewater-Raritan
(home Saturday, 1 p.m., in an NJSIAA
consolation game) and Plainfield
(away Thanksgiving, 10:30 a.m.). Af-
ter eight games, WHS’s run-pass ratio
is 4.5 runs for every pass. Running the
ball and defense wins games, the rest
is just fluff.

Jayvee coach Dave Duelks reports
that WHS took a 7-0 record into last
Monday’s game with SP-F. (The WHS

freshmen beat SP-F last week.)
Ricardo Johnson and Ryan Brand
handle most of the ball-carrying du-
ties, while Anthony DiIorio and
Manny Mills split time at quarter-
back. Duelks expects big things from
end Chris Sheehan, and linemen Scott
Newman and Pat Stanley. Newman
has been impressive this fall at inside
linebacker on the varsity but will likely
join Stanley as the offensive guards
next fall.

WESTFIELD CONNECTION
SP-F had four starters, and a fifth

key player, on Saturday with Westfield
“roots.” OG/DT Colin Campbell is
the son of Jeff Campbell (WHS ’77),
a starting offensive tackle who played
between all-staters Rick Sampson and
Bret Schundler on the 10-0-1 ’76 Blue
Devils; DB Dave Belford is the son of
Eddie Belford (’75), an ex-WHS wres-
tler and former town policeman; RB/
LB Greg Brand is the son of Curt
Brand (’75), and nephew of WHS
Hall of Famer Owen Brand (’78); and
Marcus Green, a sophomore fullback,
and Tim Green Jr., who scored SP-F’s
first touchdown, are the sons of Tim
Green (’74), a starting right halfback
on WHS’s ’73 team. Campbell and
Brand are two of the Raiders’ cap-
tains, along with the injured (but out-
standing) FB/LB Tom Perrella.

OUT OF STATE UPDATE
It was Massillon 41, Perry 20 in the

Ohio District 1 (Group 4) playoff
opener. Up next for the Tigers is To-
ledo Whitmer, which upset the top-
rated team. Little Bobby Huth threw
for 260 yards and three touchdowns.
… Meanwhile, Heartbreak Ridge lived
up to its nickname Friday night, al-
though the heartbreak is supposed to
be for the opponents. Instead it was
Pennsbury breaking the hearts of
Neshaminy, 33-0. The Pennsylvania
playoffs were still possible, but un-
likely, and the beautiful field on the
top of a hill on Route 1 in Middletown
Township, Bucks County, will be dark
until next September.

TOURNEY UPDATE
The WHS volleyball team swept

past Montclair last Friday and earned
a date with Southern Regional way
down on Route 9 in Stafford Town-
ship, near Long Beach Island. A win
there would put the girls two tough
(but doable) wins (Hunterdon Central
and either Bridgewater or East
Brunswick) from a state champion-
ship.

After both won sectional
quarterfinals last Thursday (the boys
stunning top-seeded Union 2-1, the

girls rallying to beat J.P. Stevens 3-1),
both WHS soccer teams were in sec-
tional semifinal action against
Bridgewater-Raritan earlier this week
(too late for the Den’s deadline). Wins
there would put WHS into the sec-
tional finals, either today or tomorrow
(check www.allthingswestfield.com/
sports) and just three victories from a
possible state championship.

FALL UPDATE
It’s been a very good fall for WHS

sports teams, who have won 80 per-
cent of their games and captured five
Union County championships — girls
tennis, gymnastics, boys cross coun-
try, volleyball and girls soccer (shared
with SP-F). With a couple games left
on the schedules, WHS’s varsity sports
teams have won 107 contests this fall,
lost 28 and tied five (including a 10-2-
1 edge in head-to-heads with SP-F).
That’s an overall winning percentage
of 80, with unbeaten teams in gym-
nastics (10-0), and boys and girls cross
country (both 9-0), plus the winningest
volleyball team in school history (25-
3 as of this writing).

And while it takes great athletes
and tremendous dedication to win
titles, let’s not forget the coaches.
Does any school in New Jersey have a
better set of fall head coaches than
Melissa Bryan (gymnastics), Jim
DeSarno (football), Thom Hornish
(girls cross-country), George Kapner
(boys soccer), Jack Martin (boys cross-
country), Maggie McFadden (field
hockey), Ed Tirone (girls tennis), Bev
Torok (volleyball) and Katie
Wertheimer (girls soccer)? Seriously,
no bonafide WHS fan would trade
that group for anybody else’s.

Hornish joined the 200-win club
this year. His 27-year record is now
202-34, with nine unbeaten seasons
in the last 14 years.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
When you account for all the points

in a win over Scotch Plains, I don’t
care what sport you’re playing, you’re
the Devil of the Week. And so Tom
Bonard, WHS’s jitterbuggin’ quarter-
back is the winner of this week’s free
sub from Al the Owner at Westfield
Subs, 261 South Avenue. Bonard threw
one touchdown, ran for three others
and kicked all four PATs in a 28-21
win over SP-F that ended a four-year
losing streak to the Raiders.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
comments, complaints, story ideas or
note-type items at bj1019@aol.com.
GO DEVILS!

RODRIGUES GETS 6TH ALL-AROUND

Blue Devils Place First
In Section 2 Gymnastics

Team depth proved to make the
difference as the No. 11 Westfield
High School gymnastics team totaled
a season-high 107.925 to breeze to
the North Jersey, Section 2 champi-
onship title in Montclair on Novem-
ber 4. The hosting Mounties placed
second with a total of 105.975 fol-
lowed by Butler at 105.775 and Union
at 105.575.

The Blue Devil girls had the best
team scores on the first two events,
the vault and the uneven bars to grab
a huge lead over the Mounties. Al-
though slipping up a little on the
balance beam, the Blue Devils fin-
ished out with a strong effort on the
floor exercises.

Freshman Jenna Rodrigues quali-
fied as an individual for the upcom-
ing state meet to be held at Rutgers
University this Saturday, November
11, on vault, bars and all-around. She
had the sixth-highest all-around total
of 36.4, which was won by
Livingston’s Nicole Romano with a
37.325. Danielle Scott of Union
placed second at 37.2 followed by
Dayton/Brearley’s Andie Sablosky at
36.975 and Jessica Greenwald of
Union at 36.8.

Rodrigues scored a 9.175 on vault
and Kelsey Greenfield placed ninth
with a 9.05. Claire Macdonald had an
8.85, Natalie Golikov had an 8.65,
Claire Stevens-Haas scored an 8.575
and Lacy Cummings had an 8.3. On
bars, Rodrigues took third with a 9.35,
Cummings took 10th at 9.0 and
Macdonald placed 12th with an 8.95.
Stevens-Haas scored 8.65, Golikov
and Greenfield each had 8.55, Jenna

Skoller and Liz Falzon each scored
8.45, Tina Chabrier scored 8.3 and
Allie Barba scored 8.15.

Rodrigues’ score on the beam was
8.725, while Barba was right behind
her with an 8.7 followed by Greenfield
at 8.675. Stevens-Haas placed eighth
on the floor with a 9.2, while
Cummings, Rodrigues and Macdonald
tied for 11th with scores of 9.15.
Greenfield had a 9.05. In the all-around,
Greenfield had a 35.325, Cummings
had a 35.05, Stevens-Hass had a 35.025
and Macdonald had a 34.4.

TOP INDIVIDUAL:
VAULT: 1. Christina Washington (Mont.)
and Brie Fernandi (Johnson) 9.2
UNEVEN BARS: 1. Sablosky (Dayt.) 9.5
BALANCE BEAM: 1. Romano (Liv.) 9.5
FLOOR EXERCISE: 1. Sablosky (Dayt.)
9.575
ALL-AROUND: 1. Romano (Liv.) 37.325

WHS Hall of Fame
Tickets Available

The seventh Westfield High
School Sports Hall of Fame din-
ner has been set for November 20
at the Westwood in Garwood.
Tickets are $40 and can be bought
at the WHS athletic department
or at the Westwood that night.

Inductees include Roger Ander-
son, Brian Ciemniecki, Denise
Comby, Matt Elmuccio, Bob
Harvey, Andy Hubsch, Dave
Robinson, Jack Rogers, Steve
Tebbetts, Bob Torborg, Marcie
Williams, the unbeaten 1970 foot-
ball team and legendary swim
coach Chuck Gantner.

Devil of the Week
Tom Bonard

Football
(See below)

SECTION CHAMPS…The Blue Devil gymnasts won the North Jersey, Section
2 championships at Montclair High School on November 4.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 
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weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS FALL INTO WINTER IN A NEW HOME! $365,000 SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/12  1-4PM $495,000
Well-maintained Split Level with 7 rooms, 3 bedrooms in move-in condition.  Updated kitchen and 1 ½
baths, hardwood floors, finished basement, dining room has slider to large deck (20’ x 20’) overlooking
huge landscaped yard (lot size 90’ x 180’).  Make this lovely home yours to enjoy for many years to come.
DIR: South to Hetfield to Shawnee Path #2211  (052001155)

FANWOOD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/12  1-4PM $499,000

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/12  1-4PM $599,000 WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,125,000
A distinctive 2006 custom Westfield residence by Bella Properties.  From designer appointments and countless
extras to the unparalleled attention to quality craftsmanship, this custom Colonial showplace will elicit praise at
every turn.  Amenities include spacious mahogany front porch, dramatic 2-story entry, classic 9’ first floor ceilings,
hardwood flooring 1st & 2nd floors, detailed millwork, luxurious master suite, 2-zone heating and central air,
designer kitchen, 2 ½ gorgeous baths, family room with fireplace, elegant open staircase to 8’ ceiling in basement,
patio, private yard and so very much more.  Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac on a fabulous property with an
expansive private yard.  Moments from Tamaques Park, schools and picturesque downtown Westfield.  632 Green
Briar Court would be the perfect choice to call home . . . Contact Holly for the impressive list of amenities &
specifications.  (052000983)

WESTFIELD ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO $1,369,000
Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle
of new construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry
foyer flanked by library/study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center-island kitchen
opens to a large family room with a distinctive wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout
with custom mahogany inlay borders will compliment the detail & craftsmanship appointed to this
unique residence.  Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room,
study & master suite.  Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (052000835)

Nestled on a quiet street, this well cared for Cape Cod is ready for you!  Having just been painted on the
interior & new floors installed in the kitchen and basement, this 3 bedroom, 1 bath home is in move-in
condition.  Situated on a large 50’ x 131’ lot, the backyard is ready for your own personal touch.  With
central air, wood floors, new hot water heater, attached garage, endless possibilities and a Home Warranty,
all you need to do is move in!  (052001109)

This sparkling Colonial boasts the very best of old world charm combined with spectacular pace setting ’03
– ’06 renovations.  Four bedrooms, two and ½ baths, 1st floor family room, gorgeous kitchen, Trex deck,
fenced yard, CAC, dining room, fireplace in living room, sunroom, and so much more.  Located on a
tranquil tree-lined street just moments from shops, schools, recreation and NY transportation.  Call Holly
for your private tour today!  DIR: Martine to Paterson Road #120 (052000862)

Center Hall Colonial in pristine condition.  Large entry foyer with slate floor, 4 bedrooms and 3 ½ baths
provide plenty of room.  This home also features a formal dining room w/built-in corner cup boards, CAC,
refinished hardwood floors & recessed lighting, an au-pair suite with full bath in the finished basement, a
first floor laundry room and a bright 1st floor family room with a wood-burning fireplace.  Many recent
updates including an expanded deck with Tiki bar.  DIR: Mountain Ave. to New Providence Rd. #120
(052001072)

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in
effect as of 10/3/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly
during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortiz-
ing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect
of deferred interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should
ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates
quoted are as of 10/3/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $1,734/MO.

BUY FOR $1,433/MO.BUY FOR $1,507/MO. BUY FOR $1,455/MO.


