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a small school of
uncommon quality where

education is considered an Art.

Far Brook

Far Brook
School

52 Great Hills Road
Short Hills

www.farbrook.org
All decisions on admissions are made without
regard to race, religion, sex or national origin.

Far Brook is a small, 
coeducational day school 
in Short Hills for children from
Nursery through the Eighth
grade. Since its founding in
1948, Far Brook has offered 
its students an innovative 
and challenging academic
curriculum in which great
music, literature and art 
are a natural part of each
child’s daily life.

OPEN HOUSE
Wed. Nov. 29

or
Call for Tour

RSVP 973-379-3442

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

Open House Program

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 |  Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

You’re invited to experience 
an atmosphere of trust, 

freedom and caring for 
preschool girls and boys.

Sunday, November 12 , 2006, 1-3 p.m.

Open House
Saturday, November 11, 2006

9:30 a.m. Registration & Tours • 10 a.m. Presentation 
10:30 - 11 a.m. Meet the Faculty & Tours

At Oak Knoll...
Integrity Matters

More than a century ago, our founder advocated
that her schools “meet the wants of the age.”

• Challenging & diversified curriculum
• Admission to top colleges and universities
• Laptop program on a wireless campus 
• Leadership training 
• Integrated community service programs
• Competitive athletics and 

championship fields
• Performing Arts Center
• Financial assistance

Oak Knoll is a Catholic independent school,
educating young women in grades 7 through 
12. It is a place of tradition – one of which is 
leading the way in the education of the young
women of today.

A Catholic independent school educating young women grades 7 – 12
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

Oak   Knoll
School of the Holy Child

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

VILLAGE PEOPLE…Joseph Scalia and Paul Hagar, Den 4 Leaders of Pack 73,
sit with Tiger Cubs who toured Deserted Village as part of the Four Centuries in
a Weekend program. Pictured, from left to right, are back row: Nicholas
Friedrich, Samuel Allen, Matthew Kujawski, Daniel Scalia and Ronan Hagar.
Front Row: Mr. Scalia, Christopher Marner, Kyle Feste, Alex Brezik, Spencer
Vito and Mr. Hagar.

SPFHS Announces National
Merit Scholars, Honors

SCOTCH PLAINS – Karen
McDermott, supervisor of counseling in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) pub-
lic schools, announced recently that
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) seniors Karina DeMair, Helen
Han and Allison Hoynes-O’Connor, have
been named semifinalists in the 2007
National Merit Scholarship Competition.

This designation identifies these young
women as among the 16,000 highest
scoring students nationwide on the PSAT/
NMSQT exam of critical reading, math,
and writing skills. More than 1.4 million
students participated in the qualifying
test as part of this national program, and
semifinalists were designated on a state
representational basis to ensure that aca-
demically able young people from all
parts of the United States are recognized.

To become finalists, the students and
the other semifinalists must maintain
records of high academic performance,
be endorsed and recommended by their
school principals, earn SAT scores that
confirm their earlier qualifying test per-
formance and submit detailed scholar-
ship applications that include an essay
and information about their school lead-
ership and community activities.

In addition, seven SPFHS seniors
achieved commended student status as
part of the national competition. Stu-
dents Jennifer Gardella, Genevieve
Gilroy, Christopher Lacko, Jessica
Lieberman, Kirsten Mandala, Jonathan
Parisi and Stacey Tanguy are among
approximately 34,000 high scorers who
received letters of commendation in rec-
ognition of their outstanding academic
promise.

Ms. McDermott also announced that
seniors Lauryn Adams, Austin Jefferson,
Martin Njoroge and Arianna Williams
have been recognized in the 2007 Na-
tional Achievement Scholarship Pro-
gram, an academic competition that pro-
vides recognition for outstanding Black
American high school students.

These SPFHS students are among ap-
proximately 3,000 students out of the
program¹s 130,000-plus participants who
will be referred to colleges and universi-
ties for their potential academic success.

In addition, 46 students at SPFHS
have been awarded the designation of
AP Scholar by the College Board in
recognition of their exceptional academic
performance on Advanced Placement
Program (AP) Exams taken in May 2006.

The students took the exams after com-
pleting college-level courses at SPFHS,
and have been recognized in several lev-
els of achievement based on their overall
performance.

SPFHS students who received grades
of 3 (out of 5) or higher on three or more
AP Exams included: Jennifer Bauer,
Marisa Bianco, Daniel Bodenstein,

Cathleen Carr, Yvonne Chen, Carolyn
DiProspero, Sarah Halpern, Kristen
Henkels, Elizabeth Jacobs, Dana
Levinson, Matthew Linsenberg, Rebecca
McGuire, Danielle Porter, Randolph
Smith, Jason Thompson, Emily Wallden
and Guenevere Zucker.

AP Scholars with Honor: Students
who received an average grade of at least
3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and grades
of 3 or higher on four or more of these
exams, included: Christine Albanese-
DeMair, Cheryl Beoaj, Robert Burke,
Deirdre Clark, Jack Davis, Aaron Doliber,
David Ginsberg, Gary Herzberg,
Meaghan Kelly, Kristen Kersey, Ian
McNally, Katerina Wong and Joshua
Zinman.

AP Scholars with Distinction: SPFHS
students who received an average grade
of at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and
grades of 3 or higher on five or more of
these exams included: James Alfano,
Faye Bi, Michael Bonacum, Elizaveta
Bourchtein, Daniel Bugg, Derrick Chen,
Cleo Chou, Neil Dalal, Andrew Gibson,
Joshua Green, Jonathan Greenspan,
Daniel Ingram, Andrew Lipstein, Raunaq
Palejwala, Devang Patel, and Katherine
VanHaasteren.

WHS Students Helping
To Fight Breast Cancer

FIGHTING BREAST CANCER…Westfield High School students, from left to
right, Jemma Urban, Hannah Rubin, Beatrice Diller (teacher/advisor), Danielle
Zamarelli, Kelsey Greenfield, and Julia Kraus are the founders and officers of
Westfield High School’s Breast Cancer Awareness Club, which to date, has raised
more than $1,500 for breast cancer research.

WESTFIELD — With one in eight
women expected to fight the fight
against breast cancer during her life-
time, almost anyone, any age, any-
where, can expect to be touched in
some way by the disease.

Westfield High School Students
Kelsey Greenfield, Julia Knaus,
Hannah Rubin, Jemma Urban and
Danielle Zamarelli have begun their
own crusade against breast cancer.
Several months ago, with the assis-
tance of Beatrice Diller, their
Westfield High School teacher/advi-
sor (and a breast cancer survivor),
they joined together and founded The
Breast Cancer Awareness Club to raise
money for breast cancer research.

They recruited more than 100 mem-
bers and raised over $1,500 through
four successful fundraising events.
They created their own pink-ribbon

emblazoned club t-shirts for sale, and
held a “jeans for the cause” day for
WHS’s teachers. And they plan to
continue both raising money and rais-
ing awareness throughout the school
year: in December, the club will host
an education and awareness day led
by The Susan G. Komen Breast Can-
cer Foundation North Jersey Affiliate
in Summit; a semi-formal dance and
a fashion show are in the planning
stages for 2007.

All proceeds from their fundraising
efforts are being donated to The Su-
san G. Komen Breast Cancer Foun-
dation. The students welcome any
help or donations from the commu-
nity.

Local stores or organizations that
would like to get involved are asked
to contact Ms. Diller at (908) 789-
4500 or bdiller@westfieldnjk12.org.

High School Jobs Teach
Students Independence
By ELENA TINFOW

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With working comes a multitude
of responsibilities. Students gain in-
dependence when working because
they must be completely self-reliant.
By experiencing how the working
world operates, students gain a great
advantage over those who have never
worked before. Having a job while
still in high school can teach respon-
sibility and independence and is good
preparation for the future.

Students who also have a job learn
to handle multiple responsibilities.
They must juggle all of their school-
work and remember all of their tasks
at work. In addition, any time stu-
dents make an error, they are held
completely accountable, and they
learn that they are bound to their
actions.

When working, high-school stu-
dents experience a degree of inde-
pendence many have never felt be-
fore. The employer relies exclusively
on the student to make decisions; this
is a time when the student is com-
pletely separated from the parents.
Also, many jobs require solely inde-

pendent work. There is no way to
make up for personal error; there is
no copying off the person in front or
back.

Working in high school is great
preparation for the future. When look-
ing for a job after college, it could
only help having encountered the
same situation previously. Simply
being exposed to the concepts of pay-
checks, cooperating with coworkers
and respecting your employer is best
to have happen sooner than later. Also,
business owners look to hire employ-
ees who have some job experience.

In conclusion, students who have a
job while still in high school will
learn responsibility and indepen-
dence, and they will be well prepared
for future job experiences. By being
away from their parents and having to
provide for themselves, students will
become more responsible and inde-
pendent.

Furthermore, by gaining a sense of
the working world, they can acquire
an advantage that will have for the
remainder of their employed lives.

Elena, a junior, attends the Union
County Magnet School.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WF Public Schools Offer
Bond Referendum Overview

WHS Class of 1996
Reunion Approaches
WESTFIELD – The Westfield High

School Class of 1996 needs help find-
ing miss classmates.

The group is looking forward to
their 10-year reunion, which will be
held at Crossroads in Garwood on
Saturday, November 25. They already
have 50 percent of the class regis-
tered on classmates.com and are look-
ing for the remainder.

If a reader was part of the class or
knows someone who was, direct them
to classmates.com, where they can
find additional details and payment
methods, in addition to reconnecting
with fellow alumni. Classmates can
send in payment by contacting Shari
Gersch or Brad Jankowski at
whsreunion1996@gmail.com or by
calling (212) 217-9959.

This column will contain informa-
tional articles about the proposed
bond referendum for the Westfield
public schools. The public will vote
on the referendum on January 23,
2007.

Proposals include:
1. Converting Lincoln School into an

early childhood learning center for kin-
dergarten and pre-K disabled students:

• to free up more rooms in the
elementary schools where there are
no additional classrooms available
for our growing population (first grade
enrollment largest in 30 years);

• to avoid increasing class sizes,
particularly in grades 3 to 5, due to
lack of classrooms;

• to provide space for special needs
children to be educated in district
where they have the benefit of being
mainstreamed and the district also
benefits from substantial savings;

• to provide an age-appropriate en-
vironment for all district kindergar-
ten students and pre-K disabled chil-

dren (will be able to relocate current
pre-K classes from Edison Interme-
diate School to Lincoln); and

• to enable teacher collaboration,
centralization of resources and
strengthening of program for our
youngest students.

2. Improving 80-year old Roosevelt
Intermediate School by expanding
Roosevelt’s cafeteria and library to ac-
commodate enrollment and meet state
standards; renovating Roosevelt’s dete-
riorating stairwells and improving light-
ing in hallways for safety; and enclosing
an open breezeway to provide security.

3. Replacing 48-year old windows
in Edison’s science wing with en-
ergy-efficient ones.

* Total Bond Estimate: $9.4 million
For more information about the

Westfield Public Schools bond pro-
posal, visit westfieldnjk12.org

SPFHS Senior Attends
Smith College Program

SCOTCH PLAINS –According to a
recent announcement from the Coun-
seling Department at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS), se-
nior Brittany Barnett participated re-
cently in Smith College’s Women of
Distinction program.

The three-day program was held at
the college’s Northampton, Mass,
campus on the weekend of October
27 and highlighted the kinds of expe-
riences and opportunities that are
available at the college for students of
color and diverse backgrounds.

Brittany, on the recommendation
of SPFHS counselor John McManus,
competed with other applicants to
attend this all-expenses-paid program
based on her academic qualifications,
personal qualities and two essays.

All participants lived in campus
houses for the weekend, experienced
the academic and social life at the
college and attended panels and work-
shops on student life.


