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POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Sunday, October 29, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that someone
removed his Xbox from his residence. It
is unknown when the theft occurred.

Monday, October 30, a resident of
William Street reported that someone re-
moved a black light from a Halloween
display on her front lawn. The value of the
light bulb was $20.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of
Portland Avenue reported that someone
broke his front window with a paintball
gun.

Wednesday, November 1, a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student re-
ported that someone removed money and
a digital camera from his locker. The total
value of items taken was approximately
$200.

Friday, November 3, Vito Botticello,
Jr., 34, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
According to police, Botticello was
stopped for failure to observe a red traffic
light on Route 22 and during the course of
the investigation an odor of alcohol was
detected. The suspect was issued several
summonses and released.

Saturday, November 4, Anthony
VanDyke, 39, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after a motor vehicle stop.
He was also charged with an outstanding
warrant. VanDyke was processed and
turned over to the Union County Sheriff’s
office.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 31, a resident in the

70 block of Montrose Avenue reported
that someone sliced an inflatable decora-
tive ornament in the victim’s yard.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of
Montrose Avenue reported that someone
slashed two tires on the victim’s vehicle.

Wednesday, November 1, a resident of
Montrose Avenue reported that someone
slashed a tire on the victim’s vehicle.

Tuesday, October 31, a 17-year old
juvenile from Scotch Plains and a 17-
year old juvenile from Fanwood were
arrested and charged with criminal mis-
chief and possession of a sling shot after
police received calls from residents com-
plaining of loud noises in their neighbor-
hood.

Wednesday, November 1, a resident of
Portland Avenue reported someone
slashed a tire on the victim’s vehicle.

Wednesday, November 1, Rosemary
N. Iwelunmor, 29, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of East Orange following a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Wednesday, November 1, John. J.
Phillips, 28, of North Arlington was ar-
rested and charged with numerous out-
standing warrants out of Newark follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, November 2, Tiffany L.
Williams, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Fanwood
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, November 2, Marcelino
Torres, 50, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with outstanding warrants out of
Green Brook and Roselle Park following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Friday, November 3, Kimberly D.
Knight, 36, of Plainfield was arrested in
the 100 block of South Avenue and
charged with and outstanding no bail
warrant out of Union county.

Friday, November 3, Glenn J. Hill, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing Green Brook warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Saturday, November 4, Giuseppe M.
Insignia, 20, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue for an outstanding Newark war-
rant.

Monday, November 6, Douglas J.
Drysdale, 53, of Somerville was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, November 6, Adia
Ballardares, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with numerous motor ve-
hicle summonses following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Monday, November 6, David D. Parker,
42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with theft by deception for writing bad
checks to a South Avenue business.

Monday, November 6, Edward E.
Davis, 24, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Roselle Park
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue.

Westfield
Monday, October 30, Jason Freudberg,

35, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the
200 block of Sussex Street and charged
with DWI. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Monday, October 30, a Scotch Plains
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was damaged while parked on Pierson
Street. An unknown sharp object was
used to render scratches in the vehicle’s
paint in what appeared to be an act of
criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
1000 block of Minisink Way reported
that an exterior light near the front entry
door to his residence was damaged. The
damage, caused by an unknown object or
projectile, appeared to be the result of
criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
800 block of Ramapo Way reported that
two outdoor lamps at the edge of the
driveway to her residence were damaged.
Both lamps were forcibly removed from
their posts. The incident appeared to be

the result of criminal mischief.
Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the

600 block of Westfield Avenue reported
damage had been done to various items
on her front lawn. Damaged were pump-
kin torches and stands knocked over by
apparent physical force. Also, several
bottles of condiments were smashed on
the sidewalk. The acts were the apparent
result of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
800 block of Kimball Avenue reported
that damage was done to two brass exte-
rior light fixtures mounted on top of walk-
way pillars in front of her residence, re-
sulting in broken glass and frames. The
fixtures had been struck with a hard,
unknown object in an apparent act of
criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
600 block of Maye Street reported a light
post in front of her residence was dam-
aged. The light fixture and its support
were forcibly smashed with a bat or simi-
lar object in an apparent act of criminal
mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
400 block of Hillside Avenue reported
two outdoor lamps located on both sides
of the driveway to his residence were
damaged. An unknown object was used
to forcibly damage both of the lamps in an
apparent act of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
200 block of Wells Street reported an
outdoor lighting fixture in front of her
residence was damaged. The light fixture
was forcibly smashed with a bat or similar
object in an apparent act of criminal mis-
chief.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 31, Fernando F.

Fabian, 27, of Belleville was stopped for
a motor vehicle equipment violation on
Birch Hill Road and later arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license, driving an unregistered vehicle
and improper display of plates. He was
also charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Belleville in the amount of $110.

Friday, November 3, Milton R.
Cunningham, 21, of Irvington was ar-
rested at the Essex County jail on an
active Mountainside warrant.

Saturday, November 4, Carlos L.
Cortes, 27, was arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license. Ac-
cording to police, Cortes’ car was im-
pounded while parked and unoccupied in
a Route 22 theater parking lot for a sus-
pended registration.

Saturday, November 4, Sandra M.
Blandi-Gonzales, 40, of North Plainfield
was arrested following a motor vehicle
accident on Route 22 for driving with a
suspended license.
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tor Joseph Vitale spoke at the podium
and told the emotionally drained, but
cheering Stender supporters: “We’re
not ready to concede this race,” not-
ing that “a number of communities
are unreported.”

Finally, just minutes after midnight,
with 83 percent of the numbers in, the
gap between the two candidates stood
at about 4,000 votes. Mrs. Stender
entered the ballroom and received a
raucous ovation.

“You certainly make me feel like a
winner tonight,” she said as she be-
gan her concession speech and
thanked her exhausted supporters.

“Together, we really fought for
change in this country. We stood up
and we talked about the issues; we
made people think about where we
were going as a nation, and that’s not
over,” Mrs. Stender said. “[Demo-
crats] have taken back the House from
Republicans.”

Mrs. Stender, a former Union
County Freeholder of Fanwood
(where she previously served as
mayor), ran her campaign on the slo-
gan “Common Sense Change” and
had attempted to closely link her op-
ponent to President George W. Bush.

“So, while the outcome here in the 7th

District isn’t what we had all hoped and
prayed and worked so hard for, we did
give it a good run,” said Mrs. Stender,
who won Union County, 35,905 to
35,188, and Middlesex, 18,176 to
13,210. Mr. Ferguson won Hunterdon,
19,160 to 13,450, and Somerset, 28,181
to 24,949.

Pointing to the delay in conceding
the race, Mrs. Stender said: “We
waited to make sure that every vote

was counted [and] we came within 2
percent. It’s been a long, difficult
night, but it was for a worthy cause…I
think we still have challenges in front
of us as a nation that we all need to
continue to be part of solving. I’m not
going away; I hope you’re not,” she
finally exclaimed.

At Ferguson Headquarters Frank
Quinn of Westfield indicated that his
support of Mr. Ferguson was driven by
his stances on taxes and abortion. He
also acknowledged that he normally
supports Republican candidates.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
commenting on the two area races for
national office said, “I’m really dis-
appointed about Tom’s (Kean) loss,
he’s a Westfield resident and a good
friend of mine…Congressman
Ferguson won a close race, he’s
worked hard for this district, and I’m
sure he’ll continue to do so.”

The Ferguson-Stender race was
marked by its expense, with Mrs.
Stender claiming to have been
outspent by Mr. Ferguson by $1 mil-
lion, and by its vigor, with Mr.
Ferguson’s campaign’s use of the
memorable phrase, “Stender is a
Spender,” and Mrs. Stender’s cam-
paign hammering on Mr. Ferguson’s
“anti-abortion” stance and his sup-
port for the policies of President Bush.

Polls conducted in the weeks lead-
ing up to Election Day showed Rep.
Ferguson leading Mrs. Stender by
margins of 3 to 15 percentage points.

The 7th Congressional District con-
sists of 54 municipalities in Union,
Somerset, Hunterdon, and Middlesex
Counties. The district has voted Re-
publican for more than three decades.

Westfield Man’s Death
Remains Under Investigation

WESTFIELD – Authorities are still
investigating the cause of death of a
35-year-old Westfield man who died
Monday night after police responded
to a call for assistance from
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center’s mental and psychiatric
screening outreach program.

According to a Westfield Police
Department press release, police re-
sponded to the 11:50 a.m. call in the
400 block of West Broad Street,
where Robert Villane had reportedly
locked himself in his second-floor
apartment.

Three members of the Muhlenberg
program were at the scene with Villane
when police arrived. The man let of-
ficers and one of the psychiatric
screeners enter his apartment after
they talked to him for a “short period
of time,” police said.

“Because of Mr. Villane’s actions
and his mental condition, the psychi-
atric screener determined that Mr.
Villane needed to be transported to
the hospital,” the press release issued
by Police Chief John Parizeau stated.
“At this time, Mr. Villane became
physically combative and began to
push and strike the officers. One of
the officers used pepper spray on Mr.
Villane and he was then handcuffed

prone on the floor.”
Because the man “continued to

struggle and kick,” additional offic-
ers were called to move him down-
stairs and into a Westfield Rescue
Squad ambulance.

“Upon the officers getting Mr.
Villane to the front yard, he contin-
ued struggling and kicking. Mr.
Villane was then placed into the
Westfield Rescue Squad [ambulance]
where he was unresponsive. CPR was
started and he was transported to
Muhlenberg Hospital where he was
later pronounced dead,” the press re-
lease stated.

Chief Parizeau told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times Mr. Villane lost
consciousness “somewhere between
the front yard and the ambulance.”

Five police officers were trans-
ported to Muhlenberg and treated for
trauma and elevated blood pressure
due to the struggle, police said. The
officers have been released from the
hospital but are currently on sick leave
from the police department.

Chief Parizeau told The Times that
a counselor would be made available
for the officers if they needed to talk
to someone about the incident.

The Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, with the assistance of the
Westfield Police Department, is in-
vestigating the incident.

“That’s standard procedure anytime
there is a death in a [police] custody,”
Chief Parizeau told The Times.

The chief confirmed that an au-
topsy was done Tuesday morning but
said the report would not be com-
pleted for some time.

A 1989 Westfield High School
graduate, Mr. Villane is survived by
his parents, William and Rita, of
Westfield, and six brothers. Visita-
tion will be held today from 2 to 4
p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. at the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield. A Funeral Mass
will be held tomorrow, November 10,
at Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield, followed by
burial at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.
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expressed appreciation to voters who
supported the Republican ticket.

“I wish Donna and Dave very well.
If they do a good job, it’s good for the
borough,” Mr. MacDonald told The
Times. He said he enjoyed this year’s
campaign and meeting with residents.

“I enjoyed meeting all the people
in town,” added Mr. Alber. “I want to
thank the volunteers for all the sup-
port they gave us and thank all the
people who voted for us.”

Mayor Colleen Mahr, who shared
the Democrat ticket with Ms. Dolce
in 2003, noted that the council presi-
dent had “handily won” reelection
and said she and fellow governing
body members were “very excited to
welcome Dave to the team.

“It’s a nice validation of the hard
work we’ve been doing over the last
three years. It’s a nice affirmation
that we’re doing the right thing for
Fanwood in terms of quality of life,
downtown redevelopment and prop-
erty taxes,” Mayor Mahr noted.

Fanwood Republican Municipal
Committee Chairman and former
borough mayor Theodore Trumpp,
said, “I certainly wish the ones who
won well for the benefit of all citizens
in Fanwood.”

In the United States Senate race,
unofficial tallies showed Fanwood
residents gave Democrat U.S. Sena-
tor Robert Menendez 1,381 votes and
Republican State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. 1,358.

For the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict race, Democrat Assemblywoman
and Fanwood resident and former
mayor Linda Stender received 1,559
votes from the borough, while Re-
publican Rep. Michael Ferguson gar-
nered 1,192.

In the race for three open seats on the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, Fanwood residents gave Demo-
crats Alexander Mirabella, Deborah
Scanlon and Chester Holmes totals of
1,446, 1395 and 1338, respectively.

Republican challengers Diane
Barabas, Patricia Quattrocchi and
Glenn Mortimer received 1,284, 1,270
and 1,223 votes, respectively, from
borough residents.

Of the borough’s 4,831 registered
voters, 2,854 cast their ballots in this
year’s election.
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Marriott, “I join all of New Jersey in
wishing him well. We have hard work
to do on a bipartisan basis.”

“I’m not going away,” he said, to
the applause of the capacity crowd. “I
intend to continue working in the
New Jersey Senate to change the way
the public’s business is conducted.”

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21) said, “He’s 38 years of age. I’m
53. When you’re 38, there’s a lot of
opportunity. Prior Keans have lost
and then become very well known
and successful.

“When you have somebody with
the depth of Tom Kean, Jr. and the
humility of Tom Kean, Jr., it takes a
long time to get to know somebody
like that,” he added, saying that Mr.
Kean is “truly special” and “like a
fine wine that gets better with age.”

In New Jersey, the GOP has not
held a seat on the U.S. Senate in 34
years and hasn’t won a statewide vote
in nine, when Christine Todd
Whitman defeated James McGreevey
in the gubernatorial race.

In a year in which Democrats took
control of the House of Representa-
tives for the first time since 1994 and
remain competitive in the Senate,
former Governor Whitman said to
reporters that the national environ-
ment “creates an echo chamber ef-
fect.”

While “delighted” at the voter turn-
out, she said that for voters, “it wasn’t
about the race they were voting in,
but more about a national picture.”

She added that Mr. Kean “ran a
very strong race. He didn’t take any-
thing back into the dressing room. He
left it all on the playing field.”

She said it was “just a very tough
year” because in most elections,
Democrats identified themselves by
drawing a contrast between them-
selves and the President. “None of
the candidates said what they were
going to do,” she said. “They all said
‘George Bush is a Republican. George
Bush is bad; therefore, all Republi-
cans are bad and I’m not a Republi-
can.”

Governor Whitman added, “The
President does not enjoy high num-
bers in this state and the war certainly
doesn’t enjoy high numbers in this
state, and there’s no other time or
place for people to register that con-
cern.”

Mr. Kean was appointed to the state

senate in January 2003 to fill the
unexpired term of Westfield’s Rich-
ard Bagger and elected to a full term
that November. Prior to that, he held
a seat in the state assembly after re-
placing the late Alan Augustine.

Governor Jon Corzine appointed Mr.
Menendez to fill his vacant U.S. Sen-
ate seat after Mr. Corzine was elected
Governor. Between 1993 and 2006,
Mr. Menendez served as a representa-
tive of the 13th congressional district,
serving mostly Hudson County.

Mr. Kean carried his hometown by
less than 400 votes – 5,568 to 5,172,
with voter turnout at 55 percent.

When asked, Tom Kean, Sr., the
former governor, told reporters that
“a Republican can win in the State of
New Jersey, and believe me, any other
year and Tom Kean would have won.”

Citing a “strong headwind of anti-
Bush sentiment,” Mr. Kean, Sr. said,
“there’s nothing you can do when
there’s a wind blowing this strong.”

He also said his son “did very well,”
having been outspent two-to-one.

Concerning his son’s future in poli-
tics, he said, “I think there will be a
next time around.”

When asked how he would advise
his son in future races, he said, “Don’t
run in a year like this.”

“This year, if you’re on that ticket
[Republican], you lost. I don’t think
my son has ever met George Bush,
but they took it out on him.”

Celebrating his victory in East
Brunswick, Mr. Menendez called his
victory a victory for the people of
New Jersey and told his supporters,
“You will always know where I stand.
I know who I need to stand up to
because I know who I have to stand
up for.”
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the president of this organization and
a member made me aware of it.”

He said some FBPA members have
called the new fee “taxation without
representation.” Mr. Chemidlin said
the borough should have contacted
the business community when the
application fee was first proposed.

“I think we could have gotten a
good cross section of businesses to-
gether and said, ‘Here’s the prob-
lem…’” he said.

Mayor Mahr said the borough
mailed 100 applications on October
25. She said Councilman Joseph
Higgins, liaison to the FBPA, has
been in touch with the organization to
set up a meeting to seek their input on
the issue.

“If (implementation of the ordi-
nance) takes another month or two,
so be it,” she said.

In addition, the mayor said the ordi-
nance would better help the borough
keep track of whether businesses com-
ing to the borough meet with approved
uses and operate in the proper zones,
i.e. commercial and light industrial.

Mayor Mahr said a few businesses
were found not to be operating in the
proper zone or had a non-permitted
use after they were already “up and
running.”

“It kind of raised a red flag. There
[were] no real checks and balances
here,” she said.

The mayor said the borough’s in-
tent is to create a “complete up-to-
date database” with accurate contact
information in order to improve com-

munication between borough hall and
the business community.

“We don’t want to look at and scru-
tinize their businesses,” she said.

Mayor Mahr said the borough ad-
ministrator would be in charge of
enforcing the ordinance.

Mr. Chemidlin, who represents the
50-member organization, said he was
concerned as to whether the fee would
be collected from all businesses in an
“equitable” manner. He said there are
home-based businesses that were
“likely not contacted” by the borough.

Mr. Chemidlin said the FBPA’s in-
tent Monday would be “to show our
displeasure” with the new regulation,
including what he deemed as lack of
communication from borough hall to
explain the program to businesses.

“So we will see what happens from
this point,” Mr. Chemidlin said.

Mike Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DIFFICULT NIGHT...State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R) of Westfield and his wife
Rhonda prepare to address supporters following his U.S. Senate loss to current
U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-Hudson).

believably mixed emotions” at her
victory and said it was “unbelievable
that Scotch Plains would vote for
candidates with no qualifications.”

Mr. Duthie said he had “no regrets”
about the campaign and added that
retaining a council majority “was criti-
cal.” Ms. Sorge echoed her senti-
ments about the Republicans keeping
their 3-2 majority.

Mayor Marks said that, given the
Democratic sweep in Scotch Plains
in the races for U.S. Senate, House of
Representatives and Union County
Freeholder Board, “we did amazingly
well.” He said, “The election was
close as it was because we kept it
close” by focusing on what he called
“important issues” such as the status
of Township Manager Thomas Atkins,
ballfield development and senior-citi-
zen issues. “If we didn’t [focus on
those issues],” the mayor said, “we
would have been blown out.”

The newly elected council mem-
bers will be sworn into office at the
beginning of the new year.
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there’s more election
coverage on the web

goleader.com/
06election

Anthony Santilli, David Samsky, Marylou Morano and Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLUTTERED…When Union County Freeholder Chester Holmes prepares to speak, he takes a moment to catch his breath from the excitement of winning the seat for
the fourth consecutive term; BIG-TIME SUPPORT...Former Governor Christie Todd Whitman receives well wishes from Harvey Binnig (not pictured), a Burlington
County committeeman, at Tom Kean, Jr.’s Election Night headquarters; CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION…This future voter shows his support for Senator Robert
Menendez in the midst of a campaign celebration at the East Brunswick Hilton Tuesday night. Mr. Menendez won a full senate term after defeating Mr. Kean; FATHER
KNOWS BEST...Former Governor Tom Kean, Sr. discusses the nature of this year’s U.S. Senate race with reporters at his son’s Election Night headquarters.


