
Page 12 Thursday, November 9, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

POLICE BLOTTER

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SATURDAY AFTERNOON LIGHTS…Westfield High School junior Evan
Einstein won second place in an online “Friday Night Lights” contest sponsored
by Toyota and NBC. Contest runner-ups won $25,000 for their high schools’
football programs. Pictured at the check presentation during Saturday afternoon’s
home game are, left to right, WHS football coach Jim DeSarno, WHS Athletic
Director Ed Tranchina, Toyota District Manager Jeff Levene, Mr. Einstein,
Springfield ToyotaLand Manager Al Toresco, Westfield Schools Superintendent
William Foley and WHS Principal Dennis Fyffe.

Westfield
Monday, October 30, Jason Freudberg,

35, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the
200 block of Sussex Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
released to a responsible individual.

Monday, October 30, a Scotch Plains
resident reported that her motor vehicle
was damaged while parked on Pierson
Street. An unknown sharp object was
used to render scratches in the vehicle’s
paint in what appeared to be an act of
criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
1000 block of Minisink Way reported
that an exterior light near the front entry
door to his residence was damaged. The
damage, caused by an unknown object or
projectile, appeared to be the result of
criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
800 block of Ramapo Way reported that
two outdoor lamps at the edge of the
driveway to her residence were damaged.
Both lamps were forcibly removed from
their posts. The incident appeared to be
the result of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
600 block of Westfield Avenue reported
damage had been done to various items
on her front lawn. Damaged were pump-
kin torches and stands knocked over by
apparent physical force. Also, several
bottles of condiments were smashed on
the sidewalk. The acts were the apparent
result of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
800 block of Kimball Avenue reported
that damage was done to two brass exterior
light fixtures mounted on top of walkway
pillars in front of her residence, resulting in
broken glass and frames. The fixtures had
been struck with a hard, unknown object in
an apparent act of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
600 block of Maye Street reported a light
post in front of her residence was damaged.
The light fixture and its support were forc-
ibly smashed with a bat or similar object in
an apparent act of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
400 block of Hillside Avenue reported
two outdoor lamps located on both sides
of the driveway to his residence were
damaged. An unknown object was used
to forcibly damage both of the lamps in an
apparent act of criminal mischief.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of the
200 block of Wells Street reported an out-
door lighting fixture in front of her resi-
dence was damaged. The light fixture was
forcibly smashed with a bat or similar ob-
ject in an apparent act of criminal mischief.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 31, Fernando F.

Fabian, 27, of Belleville was stopped for
a motor vehicle equipment violation on
Birch Hill Road and later arrested and
charged with driving with a suspended
license, driving an unregistered vehicle
and improper display of plates. He was
also charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Belleville in the amount of $110.

Friday, November 3, Milton R.
Cunningham, 21, of Irvington was ar-
rested at the Essex County jail on an
active Mountainside warrant.

Saturday, November 4, Carlos L.
Cortes, 27, was arrested and charged with
driving with a suspended license. Ac-
cording to police, Cortes’ car was im-
pounded while parked and unoccupied in
a Route 22 theater parking lot for a sus-
pended registration.

Saturday, November 4, Sandra M.
Blandi-Gonzales, 40, of North Plainfield
was arrested following a motor vehicle
accident on Route 22 for driving with a
suspended license.

Scotch Plains
Sunday, October 29, a resident of

Hunter Avenue reported that someone
removed his Xbox from his residence. It
is unknown when the theft occurred.

Monday, October 30, a resident of
William Street reported that someone re-
moved a black light from a Halloween
display on her front lawn. The value of the
light bulb was $20.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of Port-
land Avenue reported that someone broke
his front window with a paintball gun.

Wednesday, November 1, a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student re-
ported that someone removed money and
a digital camera from his locker. The total
value of items taken was approximately
$200.

Friday, November 3, Vito Botticello, Jr.,
34, of Irvington was arrested and charged
with DWI. According to police, Botticello
was stopped for failure to observe a red
traffic light on Route 22 and during the
course of the investigation an odor of alco-
hol was detected. The suspect was issued
several summonses and released.

Saturday, November 4, Anthony
VanDyke, 39, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop. He was
also charged with an outstanding warrant.
VanDyke was processed and turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s office.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 31, a resident in the

70 block of Montrose Avenue reported
that someone sliced an inflatable decora-
tive ornament in the victim’s yard.

Tuesday, October 31, a resident of
Montrose Avenue reported that someone
slashed two tires on the victim’s vehicle.

Wednesday, November 1, a resident of
Montrose Avenue reported that someone
slashed a tire on the victim’s vehicle.

Tuesday, October 31, a 17-year old
juvenile from Scotch Plains and a 17-year
old juvenile from Fanwood were arrested
and charged with criminal mischief and
possession of a sling shot after police
received calls from residents complain-
ing of loud noises in their neighborhood.

Wednesday, November 1, a resident of
Portland Avenue reported someone
slashed a tire on the victim’s vehicle.

Wednesday, November 1, Rosemary
N. Iwelunmor, 29, of Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with an outstanding
warrant out of East Orange following a
motor vehicle stop on LaGrande Avenue.

Wednesday, November 1, John. J.
Phillips, 28, of North Arlington was ar-
rested and charged with numerous out-
standing warrants out of Newark follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Thursday, November 2, Tiffany L.
Williams, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with an outstanding Fanwood
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue.

Thursday, November 2, Marcelino
Torres, 50, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with outstanding warrants out of
Green Brook and Roselle Park following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Friday, November 3, Kimberly D.
Knight, 36, of Plainfield was arrested in
the 100 block of South Avenue and
charged with and outstanding no bail
warrant out of Union county.

Friday, November 3, Glenn J. Hill, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing Green Brook warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Saturday, November 4, Giuseppe M. In-
signia, 20, of Westfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue for an outstanding Newark warrant.

Monday, November 6, Douglas J.
Drysdale, 53, of Somerville was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, November 6, Adia
Ballardares, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with numerous motor ve-
hicle summonses following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Monday, November 6, David D. Parker,
42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with theft by deception for writing bad
checks to a South Avenue business.

Monday, November 6, Edward E.
Davis, 24, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with an outstanding Roselle Park
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue.

McCarthy Re-elected Mayor;
Dems Maintain GW Majority

By JESSICA JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Dennis
McCarthy won a second term and
Democratic candidates secured two
council seats, maintaining a 5-1 ma-
jority on the borough council in addi-
tion to the mayor’s seat.

“I’m most looking forward to get-
ting back in my seat and just continu-
ing to do the things we’ve been do-
ing,” said Mayor McCarthy. “Because
of the results, the people show faith
and confidence in what we’ve been
doing; they must be satisfied with the
job to this point.”

With 2,508 registered voters in
Garwood, Mayor McCarthy won with
852 total votes, while his opponent,
independent candidate Bruce Pater-
son, garnered 358 in total. Council
President Kathleen Villaggio, who
was the top vote-getter in the council
race, was re-elected with 773 votes.
Her running-mate, Keith Sluka, re-
ceived 746 votes. Mr. Sluka replaces
Damian Mitchell, who did not seek
re-election.

Republican James Matheson re-
ceived 494 votes, with his running-
mate, Dennis Clark, receiving 487. A
total of 8,479 votes were cast in total,
up from last year’s turnout of 2,430
voters.

Downtown development was the
main campaign issue. More recent
concerns over a proposal to make the
former Saint Anne’s School the home
to an alternative high-school program
run by the Union County Educational
Services Commission and the rede-
velopment of The Pointe/Mews also
were raised during the campaign.

Mayor McCarthy said he felt most
proud of the campaign that his party
ran. “Our literature was positive, we

gave the facts, we showed what we’ve
done and we ran a good, hard cam-
paign,” he said “We knocked on ev-
ery door; doors in town that we never
knew existed. Thanks for the vote of
confidence.”

Councilwoman Villaggio said she
was also proud of the Democratic
campaign that secured her re-elec-
tion. “It was our hard work and dedi-
cation and the fact that we got out to
the people what we stood for and
what we have done. We hope to con-
tinue in the direction that we begun
for the borough.”

Councilman-elect Sluka said he
looks forward to “representing the
young families and continuing to
improve recreation” in the borough.

Mr. Clark said that during the cam-
paign, he was able to meet the people
and was “educated by their issues and
concerns. I learned that their con-
cerns mirrored mine as far as taxes,
public safety, over-development and
poorly-planned unsightly develop-
ment.”

He said under Mayor McCarthy, he
would like to see some changes when
it comes to Garwood’s seniors and
the borough’s safety. “We have
enough condos; what we don’t have
is enough recreation facilities and
senior facilities,” he said. “I would
like to see public safety increase.
Rather than having a police officer
measuring someone’s lawn, they
should be measuring speeding.”

According to Mr. Matheson, they
“needed to get the message out a little
more,” yet “we did get a good number
of votes, a good base to work with.”
Mr. Matherson said he would like to
see the mayor “come out strong in
opposition” against the recent Saint
Anne School proposal.

EMERALD CITY…Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School teachers get in the
act by portraying the Lollipop Guild from The Wizard of Oz at the annual
McKinley Halloween Day parade. Pictured, from left to right, are: Kathy Cook,
librarian, Joe Paradise, fourth-grade teacher, and Alison Hooper, art teacher.
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WF Resident Kean Falls to
Menendez in Senate Race

drawing a contrast between them-
selves and the President. “None of
the candidates said what they were
going to do,” she said. “They all said
‘George Bush is a Republican. George
Bush is bad; therefore, all Republi-
cans are bad and I’m not a Republi-
can.”

Governor Whitman added, “The
President does not enjoy high numbers
in this state and the war certainly doesn’t
enjoy high numbers in this state, and
there’s no other time or place for people
to register that concern.”

Mr. Kean was appointed to the state
senate in January 2003 to fill the
unexpired term of Westfield’s Rich-
ard Bagger and elected to a full term
that November. Prior to that, he held
a seat in the state assembly after re-
placing the late Alan Augustine.

Governor Jon Corzine appointed Mr.
Menendez to fill his vacant U.S. Sen-
ate seat after Mr. Corzine was elected
Governor. Between 1993 and 2006,
Mr. Menendez served as a representa-
tive of the 13th congressional district,
serving mostly Hudson County.

Mr. Kean carried his hometown by
less than 400 votes – 5,568 to 5,172,

with voter turnout at 55 percent.
When asked, Tom Kean, Sr., the

former governor, told reporters that
“a Republican can win in the State of
New Jersey, and believe me, any other
year and Tom Kean would have won.”

Citing a “strong headwind of anti-
Bush sentiment,” Mr. Kean, Sr. said,
“there’s nothing you can do when
there’s a wind blowing this strong.”

He also said his son “did very well,”
having been outspent two-to-one.

Concerning his son’s future in poli-
tics, he said, “I think there will be a
next time around.”

When asked how he would advise
his son in future races, he said, “Don’t
run in a year like this.”

“This year, if you’re on that ticket
[Republican], you lost. I don’t think
my son has ever met George Bush,
but they took it out on him.”

Celebrating his victory in East
Brunswick, Mr. Menendez called his
victory a victory for the people of
New Jersey and told his supporters,
“You will always know where I stand.
I know who I need to stand up to
because I know who I have to stand
up for.”

WF School District Hires
Human Resources Director

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Tuesday night’s
regular meeting of the board of educa-
tion commenced with the introduction
of John Stasi, who has been hired by
the district as director of Human Re-
sources at an annual salary of $100,000.

Superintendent of Schools Will-
iam Foley introduced Mr. Stasi to the
board, saying he has known him since
1985. Mr. Foley touted his “knowl-
edge of people in other districts.”

Mr. Stasi, who will start his new
position on December 1 and will re-
place Maria Schmidt, said, “It’s a
pleasure being here and I hope it
continues to be a pleasure.”

The board also heard a report on
district-wide test results for 2006 from
Assistant Superintendent Margaret
Dolan. “We meet Adequate Yearly
Progress at every school” for 2006,
Ms. Dolan said, “…it is not realistic to
think that we will continue to do this…”

Mr. Foley presented the findings of
a fifth-grade parent survey regarding
the creation of special programs –
Mandarin Chinese and science/tech –
at Edison Intermediate School, to bal-
ance the district’s middle-school stu-
dents from Roosevelt Intermediate
School to Edison.

Of the 200 parents surveyed, 20
were “very interested” in Mandarin,
while 63 were “very interested” in a
science/tech program. One hundred

parents were “not interested” in Man-
darin, while 51 were “not interested”
in a science/tech program.

“I guess I’m a little disappointed that
we didn’t get a (good) response,” Mr.
Foley said of the Mandarin program. He
said he would hold a meeting with inter-
ested parents and students in January.

The board accepted the resignation
of Roosevelt Assistant Principal
Catherine Hollinger, who will be-
come Readington Township Middle
School principal as of January 1, 2007.

The board approved the final read-
ings of two policies, goals for athletic
participation” and the school-lunch
biosecurity plan.

The board then discussed the first
reading of a new “passive breath alcohol
sensor device” to be used by all attend-
ees and their guests at the Westfield High
School prom. “The object is not to catch
kids, but to prevent kids from using
alcohol,” Mr. Foley said.

The board then discussed the “re-
motely activating communication de-
vices-pagers and cellular phones”
policy, deciding to change the language
from pagers and cellular telephones to
wireless communication devices.

This policy will prohibit the use or
visibility of any wireless device on
school grounds during regular hours.

Three “conflict of interest” poli-
cies were also introduced to the board,
as well as the preliminary school cal-
endar for the 2007-2008 school year.

Westfield resident Amy Chin said,
“It is asking too much for parents to
not go without a full week off (in the
spring time),” she said.

Policy Committee Chairwoman
Julia Walker said the calendar has not
been finalized and will be further
examined by the committee.

Planning Bd. Okays Weldon
Subdivision on Golf Edge

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board approved subdividing the
Weldon Estate at 100 Golf Edge and
refused to revoke a requirement for
Needle Point Homes to demolish a
garage on First Street at its Monday
meeting.

The Weldon family’s attorney, Bill
Butler, presented the case for the
Weldon subdivision. The property,
currently 6.14 acres, will be divided
into two lots. Richard Weldon’s fam-
ily will continue to live in the existing
house; the smaller property will have
a house built for Mr. Weldon’s son,
Bob. The resulting properties will be
4.89 and 1.25 acres.

The board granted multiple vari-
ances by approving the subdivision.
Most were required because of the
unusual configuration of the property
and dealt with issues, such as street
frontage and setback. The property is
in an area zoned as RS-40, but abuts
properties zoned as RS-12. This loca-
tion demanded that the proposed home
not have a negative impact on nearby
properties in either zone.

Peter Steck, a community-planning
consultant, aided Mr. Butler in his argu-
ments. They argued that approving the
subdivision would preserve the exist-
ing driveway and mature trees and
shrubbery. Mr. Steck argued that the
approach to the current home and its
“unusual setting” on the property were
among the biggest assets of the home.

The property is located in the pro-
posed, but unimplemented,
Wychwood Historic District. The
home, though not designated as his-
toric, was built circa 1920 by Lee
Bristol of Bristol-Myers.

One neighbor, Mark Angelo of 8
Kimball Circle, spoke in favor of the
plan, noting his desire to see the
wooded landscape abutting his prop-
erty preserved.

Board member David Hall sug-
gested moving the property line and
granting an easement.

Judy Thornton, the town planner
for Westfield, questioned one of the

two reasons suggested for approval,
asking how a variance could be
granted under “hardship.”

Mr. Butler and Mr. Steck responded
to her concern and noted that even if
the cause of hardship was unfounded,
the other reason listed, “benefits out-
weighing detriments,” could still be
used to justify approval.

Town Engineer Kenneth Marsh
voiced concerns that the new home
could exacerbate drainage problems
at Sunset Avenue and Wychview Drive.
The applicants agreed to comply with
suggestions to prevent this and the
board approved the subdivision.

Needle Point Homes had requested
an amendment to a previously ap-
proved subdivision. The amendment
would permit an existing garage to be
maintained, rather than demolished
as required under the approved plan.

The property, located at 568 First
Street, had been part of a subdivision
approved, in part, on the basis of the
garage being demolished.

Zoning standards in the area per-
mit a floor-to-area ratio (FAR) of 22
percent of a property. The newly built
house alone is 21.13 percent. When
the existing garage is added, the FAR
grows to 25.34 percent, in excess of
the permitted amount.

During questioning, the board
learned that Needle Point had re-roofed
and re-sided the garage. Board mem-
ber Robert Newell said that permitting
a developer to back away from a major
condition of the approval of the subdi-
vision “sets a bad precedent.”

Board member Darielle Walsh
asked, “If the garage was supposed to
come down, why did they side it and
put a new roof on?”

The home is to be purchased by Mr.
and Mrs. Eric Judkin, currently of
Hoboken. Mr. Judkin told the board
he felt that demolishing the garage
would put him at a competitive disad-
vantage when the time came to sell.

When it became clear that the board
was not going to remove the require-
ment for demolition, Needle Point’s
attorney withdrew the request for an
amendment.

The board postponed an appeal by
Daunno Development Company to
subdivide 35 Mohawk Trail to its
Monday, December 4 meeting.

The planning board, acting “strictly
in an advisory role,” approved the
Westfield Board of Education’s plans
for additions and alterations to
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
an early childhood development cen-
ter at Lincoln School, adjacent to
Kehler Stadium.

The December 4 planning board
meeting will be held at 8 p.m. in the
municipal building.

memorable phrase, “Stender is a
Spender,” and Mrs. Stender’s cam-
paign hammering on Mr. Ferguson’s
“anti-abortion” stance and his sup-
port for the policies of President Bush.

Polls conducted in the weeks lead-
ing up to Election Day showed Rep.
Ferguson leading Mrs. Stender by
margins of 3 to 15 percentage points.

The 7th Congressional District con-
sists of 54 municipalities in Union,
Somerset, Hunterdon, and Middlesex
Counties. The district has voted Re-
publican for more than three decades.

McCarthy to Hold
‘Mayor’s Saturday’

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy will hold his
monthly Mayor’s Saturday this Sat-
urday, November 11, from 10 to 11
a.m. in the municipal building at 403
South Avenue.

Residents are invited to stop by to
discuss any concerns, or just say hello
and meet the mayor. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-0710.
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House Race

Anthony Santilli for The Westfield Leader
ALL SMILES...Garwood Councilman-elect Keith Sluka, newly re-elected Coun-
cilwoman Kathleen Villaggio and Mayor Dennis McCarthy celebrate their
election successes at the Union County Democratic Election Night festivities at
L’Affaire in Mountainside.

Anthony Santilli, David Samsky, Marylou Morano and Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
FLUTTERED…When Union County Freeholder Chester Holmes prepares to speak, he takes a moment to catch his breath from the excitement of winning the seat for
the fourth consecutive term; BIG-TIME SUPPORT...Former Governor Christie Todd Whitman receives well wishes from Harvey Binnig (not pictured), a Burlington
County committeeman, at Tom Kean, Jr.’s Election Night headquarters; CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION…This future voter shows his support for Senator Robert
Menendez in the midst of a campaign celebration at the East Brunswick Hilton Tuesday night. Mr. Menendez won a full senate term after defeating Mr. Kean; FATHER
KNOWS BEST...Former Governor Tom Kean, Sr. discusses the nature of this year’s U.S. Senate race with reporters at his son’s Election Night headquarters.


