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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FISH MARKET...Fish bowls are lined up challenging those who would try to toss a
ping pong ball in the water to win a live gold fish. This was just one of the many games
of skill and chance at the Franklin Elementary School Pumpkin Fair.
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If you’re the sort who has to figure
everything out, then The Prestige, a
behind-the-scenes look at the rivalry
between two magicians in Victorian
England, will prove either a boon or a
bane. Even stoical sorts who prefer to
let the mass confusion wash over
them will still feel like they’ve been
put through the cinematic ringer, not
to mention the spin cycle.

Waving the magic wand is Christo-
pher Nolan, whose filmic prestidigita-
tion was first established in the time-
twisting Memento (2000). He directs as
if wearing a cape and top hat himself.
Or, perhaps more aptly, a wizard’s hat.

Because therein lies the big argument,
the conflict, if you will… a jealous fear
by Rupert Angier (Hugh Jackman) that
his fellow magician, Alfred Borden
(Christian Bale), is indeed practicing
real magic, and not just performing tricks.

Their antagonism begins early on
in the doings whilst assistants in the
employ of magic guru/handler Cut-
ter, marvelously conceived by
Michael Caine. Of course, there’s a
woman involved, but not in the usual
sense. That comes later, when a love
triangle further stirs the cauldron. For
now, the slip of a knot has caused
tragedy. Rupert blames Alfred.

Built around the premise that a
magic trick has three stages –The
Pledge, The Turn and The Prestige –
Mr. Nolan’s exasperatingly entertain-
ing effort is essentially a big trick
wrapped up in a movie. Only thing is,
in the end he divulges how he did
it…well, sort of, maybe.

But in the meantime, what could be
more enchanting than the inner sanc-
tum of magicians, where craft and the
purity of performance are everything?
Through the differences of the war-
ring dipoles, the story delves deeper
into the private world of thaumaturgists
(yep, look it up) than any film before it.

Rupert, the more nobly born of the
two necromancers, sworn not to drag
his family name across the common
stage, exudes showmanship. The man
can sell a trick, whereas the more
cockneyish Alfred deprecates his
wealthier counterpart for not devot-
ing his entire being, nay, his soul, to
magic. After all, that’s what he does,
and then some. You’ll see.

Thus, when the aforementioned
injury transforms them from col-
leagues to combatants, it’s one-
upmanship, sorcerer style. Alfred
develops a new trick, premieres it at a
top-notch venue, and just a week later
Rupert is at the emporium across the
street with an even more confound-
ing illusion. Back and forth it goes,
and where it’ll stop, well, that’s
Nolan’s point. We just don’t know.

Rupert, who has become Cutter’s
prodigy, has the benefit of his tutor’s
knowledge and wisdom, whereas
Alfred’s native skill proves a puzzle to
them both. In the latter’s greatest feat, he
practically appears to be in two places at
the same time. Cutter and Angier scratch
their heads in green-eyed admiration.

The screenplay, adapted from
Christopher M. Priest’s novel of the
same name by director Nolan and his
brother, Jonathan, is quizzically chal-
lenging. That’s the filmmaker’s sig-
nature. Seemingly random flashbacks
at every juncture take the viewer on a
magical mystery tour, to coin a phrase,
dropping him through one trap door
of bewilderment after the next.

But en garde, dear viewer. In keep-
ing with the overall theme, there’s no
scorecard to tell the players. Hardly
anyone is who he or she might seem
to be. The layers of obfuscation pile
higher than some may like.

Add to all of this the notion of
historical consequence and quandary,

The Prestige
Magical Mystery Tour

replete with great period-piece atmo-
sphere and mood. Industrial Revolu-
tion, psychology, the decline of mon-
archy. It’s the dawn of a new era, and
The Prestige earns our esteem by ush-
ering it in with notable hocus-pocus.

* * * *
The Prestige, rated PG-13, is a

Touchstone Pictures release directed
by Christopher Nolan and stars Hugh
Jackman, Christian Bale, Scarlett
Johansson and Michael Caine. Run-
ning time: 128 minutes

Armory Hosts Artwork
On Weekend of Nov. 10

WESTFIELD – On November 10,
11 and 12, contemporary craft de-
signers and fine artists will gather
together, celebrating the 22nd annual
Westfield Artworks in Westfield.

This juried art event includes fine
art and craft works in a wide range of
media, including wood, jewelry, glass,
leather, fiber, ceramics, oil and acrylic
painting, mixed media, furniture, pa-
per and metal.

This year, Westfield Artworks cel-
ebrates fresh faces and changing styles
of artwork from a wide array of art-
ists. The artwork shown will interest
everyone from the most astute collec-
tor to the casual shopper.

Attendees can meet the artists and
experience the hand-blown glass
vases and sculptures by artist Randi
Solin, the whimsical wood boxes from
woodworker Richard Rothbard, the
pastel paintings of Beth Crowder, the
colorful hand painted menorahs and
sculptures by artist Piper Strong and
the uniquely designed jewelry of
Carolyn Zakarija.

“We are very excited about the

artists in this year’s show. After 22
years, I am still astounded by the
amazing creativity and talent to be
discovered,” said Richard Rothbard,
president of American Art Marketing
and producer of Artworks Westfield.

Mr. Rothbard is also an exhibiting
wood artist known for his intricately
carved boxes called Boxology. He
and his wife, Joanna, are owners of
An American Craftsman galleries in
New York City.

The event will take place at the
Westfield Armory on 500 Rahway
Avenue on Friday, November 10, from
5 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday, November
11, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun-
day, November 12, form 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Weekend passes will cost $7 for
adults and $5 for students, and chil-
dren under 10 are can attend for free.
Paid admission allows unlimited ac-
cess to the show over the entire week-
end so that patrons can return as often
as they like. Parking is free.

The Inn at Yellow Springs, Pa. ca-
ters the event.

folks to do all their own vacation
planning, there are many others who
still prefer sitting down with an expe-
rienced travel agent to talk about some
of the happiest places on earth. For
Scotch Plains resident Lou Mongello,
that would be Walt Disney World.

Mr. Mongello was on hand as a
special guest at the Galaxsea booth
signing copies of his new book, “The
Walt Disney World Trivia Book,” and
will be appearing at sea on the Disney
Trivia-Fest Cruise next month.
Galaxsea is located in New Brunswick
and specializes in cruises and tours.

But for those bent on the virtual
experience in the travel world,
Deborah and Charles Johnson, repre-
sentatives of Your Way Travel Biz
(YTB), were on hand to explain op-
portunities for those interested in be-
coming involved with the travel in-
dustry. YTB is one of the very latest
in home-based businesses–with a goal
of becoming the largest online travel
agency in the world. It will be fea-
tured on the cover of Success From
Home magazine in January 2007.

Before the days of the Internet, Mr.
Frommer noted he would read excerpts
from letters from his fellow travelers to
his radio audience and similarly, be-
lieves they may have spawned travel
tips and recommendations now dis-
cussed on travel message boards.

He cautioned that those online ar-
eas should be used with care, as there
can be unreliable information delib-
erately posted on some sites.

Mr. Frommer also told the newspa-
per that before getting his start in the
travel business, he had practiced law,
but it was his experience in the mili-
tary that was responsible for his ca-
reer in the travel business.

After graduating from Yale Law
School, Mr. Frommer entered into
the United States military during the
Korean conflict. Just before he was
scheduled to be sent off to Korea, he
was deployed to Berlin instead.

“I couldn’t believe my luck, be-
cause in those days, unless you had a
rich uncle, few people got the oppor-
tunity to travel to Europe at all.” Dur-
ing his free time, Mr. Frommer took
advantage of his posting to see as
much of Europe as he could and sub-
sequently wrote a small guidebook
for his fellow servicemen, “The GI’s
Guide to Traveling in Europe.” It was
this book, revised for civilians, that
later became “Europe on $5 a Day.”

After the broadcast, Mr. Frommer
fielded questions from the audience,
extending his radio program off air
for nearly an hour, offering all kinds
of advice, including where people are
traveling to get low-cost dental care
(would you believe Budapest?).

He shared his own favorite current
top picks for travel bargains too good
to pass up, but before doing so said, “I
would not be a proud father if I did not
point out my daughter Pauline’s three
newest series of guidebooks, all emu-
lating the “$5 a day” travel books. The
three latest guides cover New York
City, Italy and Hawaii and will be
followed next year by four more (Paris,
London, Costa Rica and Las Vegas).”

As for Mr. Frommer’s current places
not to be missed, you’ll just have to
pick up The Sunday Star Ledger or
tune in next Sunday to WOR 710 at
noon. And don’t miss the travel show
next year, no matter what the weather.

Fun fact – the actor Patrick Milhide
portrayed Mr. Frommer in the 2004
film Euro Trip.
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Union County Peace Council
Emphasizes Social Action, Awareness

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Attaining local, global,
social and environmental peace is the
mission of the Union County Peace
Council (UCPC).

To further its goal of creating a
better world through education, sup-
port and community outreach, UCPC
sponsors several programs open to
the general public.

For example, on selected Friday
evenings, the organization holds film
festivals throughout Union County,
at which it presents documentary films
that emphasize the need for social
action and awareness.

Recently, UCPC showed It Was a
Wonderful Life, the story of six home-

less women produced by Academy
Award nominee Michèle Ohayon.
Jodie Foster narrates the film, which
sports an original music score by
Melissa Etheridge.

On November 17, UCPC will
present An Inconvenient Truth, a re-
cent movie featuring former Vice-
President Al Gore delivering a per-
sonal message on global warming.

The movie will be shown at the
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield at 7:30 p.m.

Cranford resident Alison Reuter
attended UCPC’s recent screening of
two short films about the logging
industry, featuring the noted ecolo-
gist John Seed – Give Trees a Chance
and To Wake Up One Day Different.

“While it was upsetting to see what
the logging industry is doing to the
forests, the films were good for rais-
ing awareness of what is going on in
this industry,” said Ms. Reuter.

This past August, UCPC sponsored
its Third Annual World Peace and
Friendship Fair in commemoration
of the 61st anniversary of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

The event, which was held at the
Clock Park in Cranford, consisted of
art, music and activities for children.

Other ways UCPC is trying to raise
awareness and involvement in the
issues of the day is with non-partisan
“teach-ins.”

“One of the biggest problems in Union
County is that people don’t have access
to information. The UCPC provides in-
formation to the people so that they can
make up their own mind,” explained
Anna Jacus, UCPC secretary.

UCPC will sponsor an essay con-
test for Union County College (UCC)
students attending the spring 2007
term. The contest theme is “Why does
peace matter to Americans?”

A first prize of $500, in addition to
honorable mentions, will be awarded.
The winning essay will be published
on the UCPC website and MySpace
blog and will also be submitted for
publication to UCC’s literary maga-
zine, The Sheaf, and the student news-
paper, The Scroll.

A folk concert entitled “Voices for
Peace” was held on Sunday, October 29,
to raise prize money for the essay con-
test. It was held in the sanctuary of the
First Unitarian Society of Plainfield,
located on 724 Park Avenue and in-
cluded performances by singer/
songwriters Kathleen Williamson,
Catherine Moon, Sharleen Leahey,
Wooden Thomas and the Solidarity Sing-
ers of the New Jersey Industrial Council.

The concert was co-sponsored by
UCPC, the Unitarian Society and
Word Out!, a New Jersey organiza-
tion interested in educating the pub-
lic about current events.

The UCPC invites all area resi-
dents to attend any and all of their
events, pick up literature, sign a peti-
tion and learn about actions that can
make the world a better place.

For further information, contact
UCPC Outreach Coordinator Diane
Beeny at (908) 233-7344, e-mail
unioncountypeacecouncil@gmail.com
or visit unioncountypeace.org.


