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Blue Devil X-C Boys Capture
Second Straight UCC Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

HENNESSEY, ROMALHO SCORE SECOND-HALF GOALS

Soccer Farmer Boys Hold Off
Blue Devils, 3-2, in UCT Semi

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brothers Brian and Rob Barrera
became a two-man wrecking crew
that led the top-seeded Union High
School boys soccer team to a 3-2
victory over fourth-seeded Westfield
in the semifinals of the Union County
Tournament at Williams Field in

Elizabeth on October 28. The loss
ended an eight-game winning streak
by the 11-5-2 Blue Devils.

Ironically, the winning streak be-
gan when the Blue Devils dazed the
then No. 3 Farmers, 3-1, in Union on
October 9 to hand them their first loss
against 11 victories. Tom Parkinson,
Vince Clark and Roberto Olivares
netted goals in the victory.

However, in Elizabeth, the Farm-
ers seized the upper hand in the ag-
gressiveness category and took the
wind out of the Blue Devils’ sails
when Brian Barrera blasted the net
only 90 seconds into the game. With
1:48 remaining in the half, Brian
Barrera struck gold again to extract
even more glitter out of the Blue
Devils’ eyes.

“When we beat them, they kind of
disrespected us. Since that win, we
have gone on an eight-game winning
streak, which they stopped tonight.
It’s kind of a silly thing. I think, to
some degree, we disrespected them,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner. “They had one loss. It was
their lone loss. They were one of the
best teams in the state. We played so
well against them the first time. I

think it took us a little while to realize
how good they really are. They are a
fantastic team!”

The Farmers out-shot the Blue
Devils, 6-2, in the first half and
Westfield keeper Mike Lessner made
four of his seven saves. In the second
half, the Blue Devils put on a major
offensive late in the game but not

before Rob Berrara increased the
Farmers lead with a swift goal.

“They play stupendously! We gave
them good space and they took ad-
vantage of it,” said Kapner.

The Blue Devils finally answered
when senior Kevin Hennessey took
a throw-in from senior forward
Chris Mattes, who had been nurs-
ing an injury, and buried a right-to-
left shot into the corner of the net
with 13:40 remaining. Within the
five-minute mark, senior Jon
Ramalho launched a shot that vi-
brated the crossbar and caromed
across the goal.

“Late in the second half, we played
well but again we gave them too much
space,” noted Kapner.

Parkinson, who has been the pri-
mary scoring force for the Blue Dev-
ils, especially during the eight-game
winning streak, was unable to play
due to a hamstring injury.

“Parkinson is out. Mattes is hurt
but that is just what happens this time
of year. It’s not just us. It’s every
team. You have to overcome those
things. We certainly had our opportu-
nities. We didn’t score enough goals,”
commented Kapner.
Union 2 1 3
Westfield 0 2 2

RAIDERS VALDES, VEECK FINISH 3-4, RESPECTIVELY

Raiders Get 3rd, Westfield 5th
In UCC Girls Cross-Country

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Girls’ cross-country competition in
Union County has increased remark-
ably in the past few years and that
played out at the Union County Cham-
pionships (UCC) at Warinanco Park
in Roselle on October 25 when the
girls from Cranford, Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Summit and New
Providence all thought they had a
chance to bring home the gold.

In the end, Cranford repeated as
champs with a 44 total and Cougar
Laura Gallo won her third UCC indi-
vidual title, finishing in 19:07. Sum-
mit took second with a total of 65,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was third at
83, New Providence took fourth at
106 and Westfield placed fifth with a
total of 120.

“We finished fifth. It’s an honorable
thing! This was, perhaps, one of the
best cross-country meets for girls since
the early 1980s, going back to great
teams from Plainfield, Jonathan Day-
ton, Elizabeth and so forth. This was a
really great season for cross-country
in Union County. New Providence,
Cranford, Summit, Westfield, Scotch
Plains, all very good teams,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Thom Hornish.

Gallo, Summit Hilltopper Kearsley
Olcott and Raiders Cassy Valdes and
Brittney Veeck were running in a close
pack at the three-quarter mile mark
but Gallo picked up the pace and

crossed the line 27 seconds ahead of
Olcott who finished second in 19:34.
Valdes was right behind, finishing in
19:35. Veeck crossed fourth in 19:46
followed by Blue Devil Nicole
DiBenedetto in 19:58. Kim Legones
finished 16th with a time of 20:44.

Union Catholic’s Samantha Peters
finished 13th with a time of 20:30.
Raiders Allie Hoynes-O’Connor at
21:06, Cathy Harley at 21:10 and
Emily Carow at 21:17 finished 23-
25-28, respectively. The remainder
of the Blue Devils, Ali Lowenstein at
21:35, Ayn Wisler at 21:46, Rose
Driscoll at 21:46, Marissa Mumford
at 21:47 and Jen Danielsson at 21:50,
finished in the 32 through 36 spots.

“Nicole placed fifth under 20 min-
utes and Kim Legones finished 16th
with a personal best. Then we came in
32-33-34, 35 and 36 and we ran be-
tween 21:33 and 21:48 in that frame.
Those were good, competitive times.
We are a young team. There are only
a few veteran runners out there,” said
coach Hornish.

Last week, Valdes, a junior, and
Veeck, a sophomore, finished 2-3 at the
WCC and their strong 3-4 placement at
the UCC is a good sign for the future.

“This whole race, I wouldn’t have
been able to do it without her. I needed
her to push me. We work together. We
are a team,” Valdes said of Veeck. “Our
coach was telling us that we had to
break up all the packs and to basically

try to make a name for ourselves.
That’s what I was working for. I wasn’t
specifically going out there and pac-
ing myself. I’m not a good pacer.”

“Like Cassy, I have no sense for
pacing. On the course, a couple of
times, I fell behind Cassy and I said I
have to catch up to her. I had weird
cheers stuck in my head, over and over.
It was a cheer from another team. I got
so annoyed with it,” chuckled Veeck.

“Hats off to Cranford and Laura
Gallo, also to Summit who has done
an outstanding job. The neat story
there is that Neil Sharma from
Westfield is coaching up at Summit.
Very strong effort on the part of the
Scotch Plains kids,” said coach
Hornish. “Best thing that has hap-
pened to Union County in a long time!”

TEAM SCORES:
1. Cranford (C) 44, 2. Summit (S) 65,

3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 83, 4.
New Providence (NP) 106, 5. Westfield
(W) 120, 6. Johnson (J) 170, 7. Governor
Livingston (GL) 197, 8. Kent Place (KP)
218, 9. Oak Knoll (OK) 253, 10. Union
Catholic (UC) 257, 11. Union (U) 289, 12.
Dayton (D) 322, 13. Elizabeth (E) 353,
14. Roselle Catholic (RC) 388, 15. Lin-
den (L) 431

TOP 10 INDIVIDUALS:
1. Laura Gallo (C) 19:07, 2. Kearsley

Olcott (S) 19:34, 3. Cassy Valdes (SPF)
19:35, 4. Brittney Veeck (SPF) 19:46, 5.
Nicole DiBenedetto (W) 19:58, 6.
Danielle Alloco (S) 20:01, 7. Hannah
VanWhy (C) 20:01, 8. Nicola Hallenberg
(S) 20:16, 9. Carolyn Pfalgraf (NP) 20:16,
10. Jen Hanke (C) 20:17

our fifth runner today, a week ago he
was sick on the course and ran in 22
minutes. Brendan Berkowitz had a per-
sonal best, as did Brent Souders and
Neil Fitz. We were trying to get ready
next week against Phillipsburg.”

Union Catholic senior Brian Guterl
had a sleight lead over Summit’s Steve
Hankinson after the first mile but
Hankinson turned on the burners af-
ter the second mile and finished first
with a time of 16:06 followed by
Guterl with a personal-best time of
16:15 – approximately 20 seconds.

“I definitely thought I had a chance
to beat him but I figured he would,
after the mile, make a huge surge and
he did. I tried to go with him and my
quad (front thigh) really acted up.
That’s when he started to break away
from me,” explained Guterl who was
quite pleased with his time.

Pat Doliber was the first Raider to
cross the line with the 10th fastest

time of 17:23 followed by Biner at
17:24. Martin Sweeney finished 27th
with a time of 17:57 and Mike Ragan
finished 33rd with a time of 18:11.
Vikings Collin Dube at 17:45 and
Mike Sprague at 18:05 finished 21
and 32, respectively.

TEAM SCORES:
1. Westfield (W) 47, 2. Roselle Catho-

lic (RC) 90, 3. Summit (S) 95, 4. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 132, 5. Cranford
(C) 135, 6. Union Catholic (UC) 159, 7.
Elizabeth (E) 163, 8. Governor
Livingston (GL) 179, 9. New Providence
(NP) 256, 10. Union (U) 324, 11. Johnson
(J) 394, 12. Jonathan Dayton (D) 401, 13.
Hillside (H) 414, 14. Linden (L) 483, 15.
Rahway (R) 560

TOP 11 INDIVIDUALS:
1. Steve Hankinson (S) 16:06, 2.

Brian Guterl (UC) 16:15, 3. Joe
McKenney (C) 16:35, 4. Evan Friedman
(W) 17:07, 5. Alex Tarlow (W) 17:12, 6.
Jordan Healy (S) 17:12, 7. Mussie Eyob
(E) 17:14, 8. Kevin O’Rourke (W) 17:18,
9. Vladimir Manasse (RC) 17:20, 10. Pat
Doliber (SPF) 17:23, 11. Adam Biner
(SPF) 17:24

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/5  12-4PM $965,000 WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/5  12-4PM $659,000
Completely updated Split Level home located on a private cul-de-sac.  This home features 9 rooms, 4
bedrooms, 2 full baths, large eat-in kitchen with separate dining area, hardwood floors, and 2-car garage
with loft storage.  Living room boasts a 12’ stone wall with a wood-burning fireplace.  Enjoyable sauna in
the basement and recreation room.  DIR: W. Broad to N. Florence #206  (052001260)

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $829,000

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/5  12-4PM $1,100,000 WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,679,000
This new Center Hall Colonial boasts 4 bedrooms, 3 ½ baths, formal living room and dining rooms,
study/library and a family room with wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom
mahogany inlay borders will compliment the detail and craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.
Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living room, dining room, study & master
suite.  A large center island kitchen w/granite tops & top of the line appliances will meet all of one’s
desires.  The master suite will include tray ceilings, hardwood floors w/custom inlay borders, walk-in
closets, French doors to a private office & French doors to an open balcony.  Make this home your own
by customizing your dreams to reality with the builder.  (052001047)

MOUNTAINSIDE COLONIAL CAPE BORDERING ECHO LAKE PARK $695,000
Charm & tranquility is abundant in this 10-room, 5 bedroom, 3 full bath Colonial Cape bordering Echo
Lake Park.  Open archways guide you through the home as you walk along, wanting to see more.  The
enchantment begins the minute you step into the gracious vestibule.  From here an archway opens onto the
living room with stone fireplace, formal dining room, kitchen with bay windows, study, sunroom, bedroom/
family room with full bath & a 2nd full bath complete the 1st floor.  The equally delightful 2nd level hosts
4 bedrooms & full bath that comes together to form this private retreat.  Conveniently located near schools
& NY transportation.  (052001443)

Hidden on a quiet cul-de-sac, this 10-room Center Hall Colonial is a rare find.  From it’s gorgeous 11x12
custom designed wood and marble fireplace in the great room to its expansive park-like decking with a 13
½’ custom designed gazebo with cedar interior.  You’ll be captured by it’s charm and detail.  DIR: Raritan
Rd. to Rahway lt Greensview Dr. lt Greensview Ct. #3  (052001296)

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms, formal living and dining rooms, family room with fireplace,
designer kitchen with granite countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master bath with whirlpool tub,
full basement, walk-up attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with masonry accents.  Call Ralph
for more information at 908-591-6283  (052000589)

By Scutti Home Construction – Featuring unparalleled craftsmanship & value.  5-bedroom, 5 full bath
Colonial with hardwood floors throughout, mahogany inlays in dining room, family room & first floor
bedroom/office.  Eat-in kitchen with granite countertops & oversized walk-in pantry.  Large master suite
with 2 large walk-in closets & master bath including Kohler corner Jacuzzi type tub & separate stall shower
w/multiple body jets.  Dual zone CAC & gas heat, Marvin windows throughout.  30-year Timberline roof,
Hardi-Plank ™ exterior with cultured stone façade & porch, park-like backyard with stone steps to paver
patio.  Oversized 2-car garage with 14’ ceiling & ample storage.  DIR: Springfield Ave. to Michael Dr. #50
(052001346)

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

BUY FOR $2,012/MO.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.530%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in
effect as of 10/3/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.330% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.530% (7.660% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly
during the life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortiz-
ing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,646 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect
of deferred interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should
ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates
quoted are as of 10/3/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $1,908/MO.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTENSITY AT THE STARTING LINE…The Raider girls show intensity at the start of the Union County cross-country
race. The Raider girls finished third and the Blue Devil girls placed fifth.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON A LATE PINCH…The Blue Devil boys scored two second-half
goals but fell short of defeating the Farmers in the UCT semis.


