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Scotch Plains voters will select three township council candidates to fill four-year terms. Township Democrats seek to break the Republicans’ 5-0 council majority in November 7, when three seats on the governing body will be up for
grabs. Democrats have not won a municipal election since 1998, when they won three seats to take control of the five-member council for the first time in 24 years. Their majority was short-lived due to the May 1999 death of a Democrat
incumbent and a subsequent Republican victory in a special election that November. The death of a second Democrat in September 2000 and a Republican victory in a November 2001 special election left the Democrats with one seat, which
was lost in a Republican sweep in the 2002 elections.

Scotch Plains Voters to Select Three Township Councilpersons

Scotch Plains Council Candidate Bios
Nancy Malool

Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Ms. Malool is an attor-

ney at a private practice in Scotch Plains.
Education: The candidate attended

the Seton Hall University School of
Law in Newark, received a bachelor’s
degree in political science and a
master’s in administration, both from
Fairleigh Dickinson University. She
attended Wroxton College in England.

Experience: She has been a member
of the Scotch Plains Council since 2002.
She has served as liaison to the Senior
Citizen Advisory Committee. She
serves as Deputy Mayor and has par-
ticipated in the Town Center Task Force,
the planning board, the Municipal Alli-
ance Committee, the Cultural Arts Com-
mittee, the Local Assistance Board and
the Scotch Plains Day Committee.

Carolyn Sorge
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Ms. Sorge has worked

as a registered nurse for seven years.
Prior to becoming a nurse, she worked
as a secretary for the Township of
Scotch Plains in the Office of the
Municipal Manager.

Education: Ms. Sorge has a diploma
with an Associate’s Degree in Nursing
from Union County College through
Muhlenberg Hospital in Plainfield.

Experience: Ms. Sorge became a
member of the Scotch Plains Town
Council in January of 2003 and is
currently a member of the council.
Prior to her election, she served as a
member of the zoning board of ad-
justment. A longtime member of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, she has
also worked with the Scotch Plains
Fire Department and was the first
female firefighter in the history of
Scotch Plains. Ms. Sorge is active in

the Fanwood–Scotch Plains Girl
Scouts and is a Gold Award recipient.

Rich Duthie
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mr. Duthie has been

vice president of an insurance agency
in northern New Jersey for 22 years.

Education: The candidate graduated
from Seton Hall University in 1985.

Experience: Mr. Duthie has been
part of the zoning board in Scotch
Plains for a number of years. He has
volunteered as a coach for football,
soccer and baseball in town.

Neal LeStrange
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Mr. LeStrange is the

security consultant for the New York
City law firm of Sidley Austin LLP.
He is a retired police lieutenant from
the Scotch Plains Police Department.
He served 22 years with the Scotch
Plains police force and three years as
a Westfield police officer.

Education: The candidate holds a
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice
from Seton Hall University. He earned
his master’s degree in public admin-
istration from Fairleigh Dickinson
University in Madison.

Experience: Mr. LeStrange has been
involved in local government as a po-
lice officer for 25 years both in Scotch
Plains and Westfield. He is a member
of the Union County 200 Club, The
Union County Emerald Society, the
Mountainside Elks and NJ State PBA,
and he is a former member of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad.

Kevin Glover
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: With more than 35

years of corporate experience, Mr.
Glover has held executive manage-
ment positions with worldwide re-
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sponsibilities as a senior vice presi-
dent and principal at Donaldson,
Lufkin & Jenrette (DLJ) and a corpo-
rate vice president at Drexel Burnham
Lambert. Most recently, as principal
of his own facilities advisory firm, he
has consulted and advised several
financial services and corporate com-
panies on their office space needs.

Experience: Mr. Glover has been a
major fundraiser for several charities,
including The United Way, The New
Jersey Tournament of Champions, The
Boy Scouts, The Boys and Girls Club,
SIDS, Eden School in Princeton and
The Make a Wish Foundation.

Jeff Strauss
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: An attorney for more

than 20 years, Mr. Strauss is a named
partner in the law firm of Weiner
Carroll & Strauss. He handles mat-
ters in both state and federal courts
throughout New Jersey and within
adjacent counties in New York.

Education: He has a bachelor’s de-
gree from Rutgers University in Zool-
ogy and Physiology, a master’s degree
from Boston University in Physiology
and Anatomy and a JD from Thomas
M. Cooley Law School in Michigan.
He graduated from law school cum
laude and was a member of the law
review, serving as its articles editor.

Experience: Mr. Strauss was active
in local government when he lived in
Fanwood, serving on the borough’s
zoning board of adjustment and plan-
ning board. He was a member of the
executive board and served as a divi-
sion vice president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation for three years.

For candidates’ contact informa-
tion, visit goleader.com/06election.

Rich Duthie (GOP)Kevin Glover (DEM) Nancy Malool (GOP), Incumbent Carolyn Sorge (GOP), IncumbentNeal LeStrange (DEM) Jeff Strauss (DEM)

Scotch Plains
Polling Places

Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle
School Boy’s Gym, 580 Park Av-
enue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains
Library, Children’s Room, 1927
Bartle Avenue.
Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen
School, Third Grade Hallway,
2280 Evergreen Avenue.
District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Front Hall by Audi-
torium, Westfield Road.
District 10: Brunner Elementary
School, Front Lobby, Westfield
Road.
District 11: St. John’s Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue, Fel-
lowship Hall.
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn El-
ementary School, Room 10,
Roosevelt Avenue.
Districts 14, 15, 16 and 21: Union
Catholic High School Lobby,
Martine Avenue.
Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle
School Auditorium Lobby, 1301
Terrill Road.
Districts 19 and 20: Coles El-
ementary School, Lobby, 16
Kevin Road.

By GOP Candidates for Scotch Plains Council

Scotch Plains is Envy of Other Towns
It is with a great sense of gratitude

that we write the regular readers of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
evidently all residents of Scotch Plains
who are receiving this special pre-
Election Day edition of the paper. We
are certainly grateful for the confi-
dence of your past votes and also for
your hospitality and graciousness dur-
ing this campaign as so many of you
have opened up your homes to discuss
with us the issues that matter most to
you.

There are times that campaigning
can be stressful, yet it is always invigo-
rating as we get to walk the various
neighborhoods of Scotch Plains and
reaffirm why our community is such a
special place. Normally by now, you
would have had the opportunity to
compare all the candidates in a side-
by-side Candidates’ Forum hosted by
this publication and the League of
Women Voters.

We were anxious to once again par-
ticipate in this forum so we could
discuss the successes we have realized
as a community, but more importantly,
share our vision for making Scotch
Plains even better. Unfortunately, our
Democrat opponents, or more accu-
rately their campaign handlers, would
not allow their candidates to partici-
pate in the debate. If you feel insulted,
you should be. This was a slap in the
face to all Scotch Plains citizens and an
unbelievable show of disrespect to you.

You might find their decision to be
arrogant; however, if you have been
following the news in The Times, you
would understand why they opted not
to show up. The news as of late has not
been flattering to our Democrat oppo-
nents and, more importantly, they have
shown nothing to bring to the table. At

best their campaign has been based
upon a plan to fire our-long time Mu-
nicipal Manager Tom Atkins, who has
worked tirelessly for the citizens of
Scotch Plains and township council
members of both political parties for
over 25 years.

Basing one’s candidacy for public
office on something so cynical and
destructive is truly sad. It now be-
comes understandable why they did
not want to participate in a public
forum.

In the final days of this campaign, we
will continue to champion the successes
we have realized in recent years. We
will be positive about the numerous
recreation opportunities created and
those yet to come. We are truly excited
about the plans to establish a much
deserved senior center for those that
have built this community to what it is
today over the many years. We pledge
to be relentless with our state legislators
so a community like ours receives the
financial aid from Trenton we are en-
titled to, instead of being forced to turn
to property taxation to pay for essential
and mandated services.

Of course in these final days before
Election Day, we humbly ask for your
vote so that we can continue to work on
your behalf. Before you enter the vot-
ing booth on November 7, take a good
look around. Reaffirm for yourselves
why Scotch Plains remains the envy of
other communities. We are anxious,
with your help and encouragement, to
continue the work that makes our town-
ship such a wonderful place to live and
raise a family.

By Nancy Malool Carolyn, Sorge
and Rich Duthie — Republican Can-
didates for Scotch Plains Township
Council.
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