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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Theriomorphic – Said of gods hav-

ing the form of an animal
2. Argali – A species of very large wild

sheep
3. Ryot – A tenant farmer of India
4. Dianoetic – Capable of thought

through logic, rather than intuitive rea-
soning

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CYGNET
1. A young swan
2. A cluster of flowers in which each

main and secondary stem bears a single
flower

3. In architecture, a molding of a cor-
nice, the profile of which is partly con-
cave and partly convex

4. In biology, a cell without a nucleus
THROE

1. Skylight that admits or deflects light
2. A manrope beside a ladder
3. A sort of coarse canvas
4. To put in agony

TIMARAU
1. A courlan, a bird found in the West

Indies and Florida
2. A small stocky Philippine buffalo
3. A small flying squirrel, native to

Northern Europe
4. A shoemaker

HUGUENOT
1. Of the sea or ocean
2. An ancient Greek sailor in the mili-

tary
3. A French Protestant of the 16th and

17th centuries
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning sea

turtles

SP Residents Should Be Concerned
Over Party Leader Calling Shots

The front-page articles in the October
26 edition of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times were indeed eye opening. While
many were perhaps shocked to read the
troubling details of the lead article detail-
ing the “Good Old Boys Roundup,” my
focus is more on the article written by
Paul Peyton regarding the local Demo-
crats’ plans for firing key township staff
members, including Municipal Manager
Tom Atkins.

In my 10 years serving on the township
council, Republican Party Chairmen Gabe
Spera and Bill McClintock never at-
tempted to interfere in the business of the
local government; especially in the hiring
and dismissal of staff. They were very
good at selecting candidates and running
political campaigns, but after Election
Day, their job was done and they let
governing rest with those that were elected
by our residents.

I find it hard to believe that it is the local
Democrat Party chairman Ken Lipstein
who seems to be calling the shots here.
Perhaps this is the way things are done in
some other Union County municipalities,
but this ought not occur in a community
like Scotch Plains.

It was not too long ago (1998) that the
Democrats prevailed at the polls and took
control of our local government. It was
then that Democrat Party bosses forced
the new regime to hire an inexperienced
financial officer, William Polidore, who
was subsequently caught in a $320,000
embezzlement of taxpayer funds. The
residents of Scotch Plains should be just
as concerned for the future of this town-
ship as I am when reading Mr. Peyton’s
article indicating that political bosses
might be calling the shots again.

Martin Marks
Scotch Plains Mayor

The Children Enjoy the
News, Many Thanks
Many thanks for so kindly printing our

photo and text regarding the fiddler and
folk singer that came to perform for our
young students at the Westfield Coopera-
tive Nursery School. The director was
truly pleased with the article you created
from our caption text, and the children
enjoyed seeing the picture of the perform-
ers cut out from your newspaper and
displayed on their bulletin board this
morning.

We do appreciate your efforts in pub-
lishing our news. Thank you very much
again.

Heidi Hylan-Motyczka
Westfield Coop. Nursery School

‘Stender the Spender’
Ad is Schoolboy Tactic
I just discovered that I have missed

your deadline for next Thursday’s issue,
but perhaps you will relent, given the date
of the election. Yesterday, I received the
“umpteenth” flier from the “Friends of
Mike Ferguson” mocking Linda Stender’s
family name “Stender the Spender.”

In the last half year, I believe I have
received only one flier that gave any
information regarding Representative
Ferguson’s stance on any issue. First, no
elected representative of the Congress of
the United States of America should stoop
to the schoolboy act of mocking a name.
Second, the money wasted on non-infor-
mational, empty brochures suggests ex-
tremely poor judgment on Representa-
tive Ferguson’s part.

Melissa Rogers
Westfield

On Your Property Taxes
And Union County

“Taxation Without Representation” —
This was the battle cry at the start of the
American Revolution, but it also applies
today in Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood and Scotch Plains. A signifi-
cant portion of your property taxes gets
sent to the Union County Freeholders to
spend at their discretion, with no repre-
sentation from these towns.

As detailed in these pages, the nine
Union County Freeholders continue to
provide their unanimous support to all tax
and spend authorizations. The $413 mil-
lion county budget for the current year
equates to a cumulative increase of 51
percent since 2000. For Westfielders, over
22 percent of your property tax payments
go to support “our” county government
(avg. of $2,200 for each household).

Local residents Diane Barabas, Glenn
Mortimer and Pat Quattrocchi propose to
stop the spending increases, but they need
our support to do that. So get out and vote.

Bill West
Westfield

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Should Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Mountainside and Garwood con-
solidate into one school district or wait
until they are merged by the state into a
single county system?

This is new math, which has to be
watched very carefully — especially by
those with kids in schools. In Westfield,
property tax pays about 90 percent of the
school cost — 67 percent of our property
tax bill. Legislators are currently trying to
devise property tax relief. One committee
is focused on consolidation of school
districts. In New Jersey, there are around
611 school districts – amazing.

Other tax reform ideas abound —
shared services, constitutional conven-
tion, caps, pension reduction, spend less,
cut waste, etc.

Proponents of consolidation of school
districts to 21 (by county) argue adminis-
trative and other costs could be saved. We
do have more districts than Texas, Mary-
land and most other states.

Each district has its own superinten-
dent and other staff. Three quarters have
an elected, not appointed, board, which
votes on capital and operating expenses.

Many districts do not have a complete
K-12 program; indeed, some operate only
a single school, and some have no schools.

The consolidation proposal would turn
control of the 611 districts to 21 county
districts under a county superintendent.
That person would be responsible for
curriculum, purchasing, transportation,
building, maintenance and hiring. A
county board would be elected. County
school districts are common elsewhere.
Local boards would be advisory only.

Westfielders have to consider a lot of
questions. Do we even get to vote on a
consolidation proposal involving us? As
framed, this would be a county-wide de-
cision and Westfield is only 6 percent of
the county population. The Governor
would appoint the overall county super-
intendent. Do we get any say?

Does Westfield really want their kids
educated in one system operated from the

Should School Districts
Be Combined?

top by the same people who will concur-
rently run the other school systems in the
county? We, and other counties, already
have entrenched one-party government;
do we want that controlling our schools?

How would state aid and property tax
be distributed? Would we share in sav-
ings or be burdened with new costs to
further support others? Several Union
County districts already get substantial
state aid.

Schools have outstanding bonds and
needs for new facilities and expansions.
Do we have to help pay off bonds from
other districts, or vice versa, under con-
solidations? Suppose we want, or don’t
want, additions. Does Westfield or the
county superintendent decide?

Many argue, and I agree — consolida-
tion actually would run up local expense,
both immediately and in the long run.
Costs would include personnel buyouts,
lawyers and litigation (as occurred in the
breakup of the former four-school Union
County high school district).

Consolidation might result in
“dumbing- down” education and teacher
and other people costs will escalate.

There are a lot of other issues and this
affects all of us. Is the cure worse than the
disease?

I would encourage our school board to
meet with comparable systems in the area
- Scotch Plains-Fanwood (of which I am
an alumnus), Cranford, Mountainside and
Garwood. Prepare a spreadsheet on the
numbers: enrollment, administrative,
teaching, building, costs-per-pupil,
ratables and tax rates. This would provide
an insight into what an acceptable mini-
consolidation might look like.

Be prepared, as there are debates com-
ing.

Incidentally, the same issues exist with
municipal governments. There are 566
independent municipalities in New Jer-
sey. But this is a story for another day.

Former Mayor Bud Boothe
Town of Westfield, 1992-96.

Bigosinski and Haas Have the
Right Idea on Pension Reform

Westfielder Rates Those Running for
National Office on Our Income Taxes

Bravo to Mathew Sontz for his letter of
10/26/06 addressing the issue of pension
abuse on the Westfield taxpayer - partly
due to certain part-time attorney employ-
ees’ enrollment in the state pension sys-
tem.

I don’t know about the rest of the
Westfield taxpayers, but my local taxes
go up approximately $1,000 per year. No
one is giving me $1,000 more per year.
Meanwhile, up go all insurances, ser-
vices, communication costs, transporta-
tion costs, co-pays, etc. - not only at home
but, imagine, at business, too. Does this
sound familiar to other taxpayers?

I am grateful to Councilmen David
Haas and Tom Bigosinski for bringing
this issue to the forefront. Come on, Mr.
Mayor and other councilpersons - since

you are giving away our tax dollars
(through pension) to these part-timers,
you need to reduce our tax burden com-
mensurately. We need our income for us
- not them. Perhaps these beneficiaries
need to get a second or third job.

In that we are in a property-tax crisis, I
refer to Peyton’s “Peek at the Week” in
Politics (The Westfield Leader - 10/26/
06), where, according to State Assembly-
man Richard Merkt (Republican-Morris
County), “the root cause of high property
taxes lies in fiscally irresponsible behav-
ior.” Is it that former Republican conser-
vatism has dissipated? Keep it up, Mr.
Haas and Mr. Bigosinski! Thank you for
being accountable to your constituency.

Susan Covert
Westfield

The Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT)
is not any one political party’s fault. It’s
much more that we live in an expensive
area with very high tax rates. It grew from
good intentions of setting a very low tax
floor on the wealthiest to the unintended
consequence of penalizing people in our
community thousands of dollars each.

On Election Day, we need to send
someone to Washington who understands
how adversely we are affected by this,
and then do something about it.

While at Robert Treat Deli, I bumped
into Linda Stender, who is running for our
voice in Congress. Most people were
talking about the World Series or their
kid’s soccer games, but I wanted to know
her platform on AMT. I quickly discussed
how AMT disproportionately affects
people in our area and asked for her
position. She reminded me that AMT was
there so that super rich people paid their
“fair share.”

I hate that expression, as I have no idea
what it means in an actual application. “Is
there a plan or concern to do anything
about it?” I asked. Her answer was some-
thing like, everything was wrong with
everything and needed to change and then
something about the deficit and a few other
issues except the one I asked about. On
AMT, she got a grade of C-minus. I gave
her partial credit since she would have
been correct if we were still in the 1970s.

So I went back to the office and looked
up whom she was running against and
called Mike Ferguson. The first words
out of his campaign’s office were, “We
want complete repeal of the AMT.” My
eyes almost started to water up. Then
Greg, a campaign worker, explained the
uphill battle and the difficulties involved
in this unintended, absurd and unfair tax
that is predominately paid in NJ, NY, CT
and CA. Then he explained their strategy
to have a bill passed abolishing the AMT.
This guy is looking out for us. He has both
an understanding of the issue and is mak-
ing a passionate effort to resolve it. He

deserves an AMT A-plus. No question
about it.

I had another positive experience about
a year ago when I had an opportunity to
speak with Tom Kean, who is now run-
ning for our voice in the Senate. Perhaps
I need a better interest in life, but I en-
gaged him in a conversation about AMT
and a few other NJ tax issues. I was
floored with his extensive knowledge of
each issue. His depth and ability to flu-
ently discuss these topics was refreshing.
He got an A-plus for that day.

Just to make sure he was still on track,
I checked out his website, where I found,
“Few citizens in America are more over-
taxed than New Jerseyans” and “…ensur-
ing that the Alternative Minimum Tax
does not entrap middle class Americans.”
He has the right attitude, but I down-
graded him a little for using the stereotype
middle class when talking about us, but
he still gets an AMT A-minus.

Finally, I called Robert Menendez’s
campaign office and asked for his posi-
tion on the same issue. A representative
said that he supported the extension of an
AMT exemption. The only problem is
that the exemption is phased out when
your income goes up, so it’s hardly a
Band-Aid and meaningless in many cases.
It’s more symbolic than effective – but at
least something. This was followed up
with comments that it’s a “top priority”
and “We want to tackle it,” but then said
that with all the other problems there is no
realistic chance of change. I guess there
are topper priorities than the top priority,
or they just gave me a few clichés from a
list. His campaign deserves an AMT B for
supporting the exemption and having
cursory knowledge on the topic, although
there was little hope for any help here.

For more information, see these non-
partisan websites: reformAMT.com and
TaxFoundation.org.

Robert M. Saunders, CPA
Westfield

Had SP Council Candidates Debated,
Here Are Questions I Would ask

Thank you for the opportunity of pro-
viding questions to the candidates run-
ning for Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil. It is with deep regret that the Demo-
crat candidates apparently will not par-
ticipate. I personally suggested that they
attend, but was told that they were con-
cerned about being treated fairly by your
paper. The loser is the voting public.

So here are my questions for your con-
sideration.

What are the most important issues
facing Scotch Plains residents? What ac-
tion would you take to rectify this prob-
lem?

Assuming for a minute, taxes was not
your response to number 1, what steps do
you see that can be taken to reduce the tax
burden on the residents? Please provide a
yearly estimated dollar amount for the
average household.

What action would you take to rein in
public employee’s pension costs?

What is your viewpoint regarding our
present and future debt?

There is a drive by some to increase
spending for ball fields. Many of us don’t
have children and resent being forced into
spending more of our money on these
fields. What is your viewpoint on the
issue? The viewpoint that new ball fields

will enhance our property values does not
hold water. With the Star Ledger’s report
on Scotch Plains house sales for the last
year and previous six years, we are third
from the bottom.

What is your viewpoint on eminent
domain in Scotch Plains, for such things
as new schools, ball fields and/or increas-
ing tax revenue by condemnation of ex-
isting dwellings?

What action would you take regarding
our downtown development?

On this past year’s budget, what items
do you think could have resulted in a tax
savings, or why it would not have pro-
vided the savings.

As a matter of disclosure, who receives
income, pension, etc. from the taxpayers
of Scotch Plains?

The south side communications tower
appears to be way behind schedule. Why
did this happen? What action will be
taken to correct the situation in the fu-
ture? How much lost revenue have we
experienced?

What is the status of Heather Glen’s
sales? Is there a potential that, due to loss
of business, the community will be opened
to families?

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

See campaign releases
throughout this edition.
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McMansions: Leaders
Have Work to Do

So reckless is the tearing down of houses
in Westfield and their replacement by
McMansions that not even sites of genu-
ine historical interest are spared.

Builders are being far too porcine. I’m
thinking in particular of the former
Willoughby family farmhouse at Wash-
ington Street and Rahway Avenue. That
structure originally sat upon a vast por-
tion of the town which, so Mrs. Edith
Willoughby Keogh told me, extended all
the way from Rahway Avenue to Martine
Avenue.

Instead of maintaining the original and
charming Willoughby farmhouse and
marking it with a plaque with a bit of
history for the benefit of future genera-
tions, it is now being replaced by a mau-
soleum far too large for the size of the
surrounding property. Noise from the erec-
tion of this monstrosity has been annoy-
ing those in the environs for a year al-
ready — neighbors who, alas, were never
given the courtesy of notification before
construction began.

I say “courtesy” because any such no-
tification is not required either by state or
municipal law. There are statutes on the
books requiring notification in the case
of, say, the addition of a porch, but noth-
ing need be done if an entire house is to be
demolished. Our legislators and other
public officials are not doing their work.

At the recent land use meeting in
Westfield on October 26, a resident
brought up the asbestos hazard created by
tearing down existing structures — an
excellent point. Many/most of the houses
in town contain enough asbestos to im-
pact the public health.

Builders no doubt will soon be salivat-
ing over the prospect of developing the
“Revolution Cemetery” downtown. Our
town fathers have their work cut out for
them.

Fred Gajewski
Westfield
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Fanwood Candidates to be Praised
For Model Election Comportment

Fanwood candidates and the community are to be
commended for how they conducted themselves Monday
at the annual candidates forum. All the candidates and the
audience were civil, well spoken, demonstrated a true
interest in the welfare of borough citizens and showed
respect for their opponents.

We hope this is not a step “back in time” for local
politics, but an example for others in the future.

While Fanwood was practicing democracy, as we be-
lieve it should be, about a mile away in Scotch Plains, it
was different. Republican council candidates were hold-
ing a news conference at the council pulpit in the munici-
pal building – with name cards placed at empty chairs —
chiding their Democrat opponents who refused to partici-
pate and meet the public in the candidates’ forum. Instead
of meeting the citizens, the Scotch Plains Democrat
candidates are running ads on television.

Scotch Plains isn’t alone in the county this year for

regrettable political behavior in campaigns. New Provi-
dence has a candidate running for mayor who is suing the
town because he didn’t get a raise in his $75,000-a-year
salary as recreation director. Mayor Al Morgan, who is not
seeking reelection, noted that the recreation director did
not get a raise because he took 39 sick days this year.

There’s chaos and acrimony in other county communi-
ties, too, such as in Elizabeth, Plainfield, Union, Hillside,
Roselle and Roselle Park.

Westfield does not have local elections this year, but it
will next year. Westfield elections traditionally are spir-
ited and honorable. We expect nothing less next year.

Mountainside has two Republican council candidates
running unopposed. Political conduct seems civil in
Garwood, where there is a mayoral election along with
two council seats to be filled.

We urge the public to insist that candidates follow
Fanwood’s example in future elections.

Disgusting Political Consultants;
Why Don’t Moderates Vote?

The Ballot Questions are a Trap;
We Need to Face Corruption Instead

New Jersey voters are being asked to approve or disap-
prove three ballot questions next week. They involve
changing the Constitution and dedicating funds for seem-
ingly honorable and worthwhile purposes – property tax
reform, open space and transportation. We say vote “No”
on all three questions because…

Legislators tell us that the situation in Trenton now is
such a monster — that waste and corruption are so far out
of control — that these ballot questions are required;
otherwise, State of New Jersey revenues will continue to
be siphoned off for pork. These ballot questions, so we are
told, are a regrettable compromise.

If the voters approve these measures, the pork and

corruption will still flow – worse yet, the situation will be
validated by public vote and Constitutional changes. Plus,
taxes and debt will rise to fund these programs. It’s
illogical and shameful.

We are further informed that the definitions in these
ballot questions are vague and open for interpretation.
Thus, there is considerable concern about how these
funds would actually be used.

We say, “Don’t do it.” Take a stand now against corrup-
tion and waste in Trenton. The battle needs to be brought
to a head sometime. The time to start is now.

Remember, all 120 state legislators are up for reelection
next year.

Election turnout continues to decline and moderate
citizens are cynical – voting less and less. Many are
disgusted. Why is that? Foremost, campaign advertise-
ments and tactics are dreadful. This year, it’s been the
worst we’ve ever seen.

The Washington political consultants work for both
parties and they don’t have a clue. We hope they get
banned from future elections. These consultants couldn’t
have done more to harm the chances of Tom Kean, Jr. in
the race for U.S. Senator from New Jersey. All they did
was make nasty and demeaning statements about Bob
Menendez. Not once did they promote the many positive
traits of Tom Kean. We hope to never hear from these

consultants again.
The general population, the average Joe, is aghast about

what these consultants spew. It leads many moderates to
ask, “Why bother to vote?” If one were to believe the
advertisements, it’s a choice of “that bum” or the “other
crook.”

Those wielding the smart money, in the millions, from
special interests, have concluded that going “negative” is
the way to go. For them, it narrows the field. Less people
vote — particularly, the middle and moderates. Thus, the
operatives have reduced the scope of their manipulation,
and controlling the outcome is less complicated.

Don’t let them get away with it – vote November 7.


