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Task Force Hears McMansion,
Construction Noise Concerns
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By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD —Approximately 30
residents turned out last Wednesday
evening for the second meeting of
Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s recently
formed land use task force.

The meeting was held as an initial
opportunity for local residents to com-
ment on current land-use regulations,
raise other pertinent issues or express
complaints, officials said.

About a dozen Westfield residents
spoke at the two-hour meeting, sev-
eral of them sharing similar concerns
about issues such as overdevelop-
ment, teardowns, construction of
“McMansions” and noise generated
by home contractors.

“Westfield’s neighborhoods, as we
know them, are an endangered spe-
cies,” said Mike Linenberg of High-
land Avenue, who spoke about a “$3-
million-dollar teardown” near his
family’s home.

Mr. Linenberg urged the task force
to “strike while the iron’s hot” to
prevent development that is “aestheti-
cally disruptive” in residential neigh-
borhoods. “The balance of power has
shifted overwhelmingly to the build-
ers and developers,” he said.

Task force Chairman William
Heinbokel, who chairs the town’s zon-
ing board of adjustment, responded
that the task force will “enlist the help
of our new town planner” in reviewing
the effectiveness of regulations and
ensuring code compliance.

Offering another point-of-view,
Kerry McDevitt of St. Marks Avenue,
a local real estate agent, said, “Over-
development is a matter of opinion.”

“There are many residents in town
who are absolutely thrilled with [the
new homes] they have,” said Mr.
McDevitt, adding that the new homes
are often a “dramatic improvement
over what was there” before. “It’s
hard to please everyone,” he said.

“Well, we’re going to try to do that,”
responded Fourth Ward Councilman
and task force member Jim Foerst.

Tracy Dugan of Hillside Avenue
suggested that notices be sent to sur-

rounding neighbors about pending
demolitions before permits are is-
sued “to give us time to plan ahead.”

She recounted her experience of hav-
ing her water and sewer cut off without
notice, as demolition work began on an
adjoining property under which her
home’s utility pipes are located.

Pat Velderman of Kimball Avenue
asked the task force to consider explor-
ing options for historic-preservation
districts, where appropriate, in town.

Task force member Robert Newell
said, “We’re trying to expand that to
some extent,” noting that potentially
historic homes have been identified,
but not “officially designated.”

Trudy Silverman told the task force
about being “verbally abused” by a
contractor in her neighborhood re-
cently after complaining about early-
morning construction noise coming
from a neighboring property.

“You don’t have to put up with that;
we have a very good police depart-
ment,” responded Second Ward Coun-
cilwoman Vicki Kimmins, who also
serves on the task force. She encour-
aged residents to call the police if
they have a similar experience.

Rob Nehring of Carleton Road
pointed to oversized new homes as
one of the town’s key problems. “Ev-
ery new home being built in Westfield
is the maximum size allowed,” he said.

Mr. Nehring asked the task force to
consider several ideas ranging from
stepping up code enforcement and
adopting stricter and consistent de-
sign standards to requiring contrac-
tors to hook up to power lines rather
than using generators, requiring con-
tractors to begin work within six
months of securing a permit (then
completing work within two years).

Sharon Stockwell, a member of
Westfielders Concerned About Re-
sponsible Development (WECARE),
suggested exploring “incentives” for
homeowners to renovate rather than
tear down.

She said, “There are some loopholes
that need to be looked at” regarding the
issue of “renovation versus reconstruc-

Ferguson, Stender Trade Barbs
Over Dist. 7 Congressional Race
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – With only five days
to go until the election, both candi-
dates in the Seventh Congressional
District race think they have the mo-
mentum to clinch the House seat.

Incumbent Mike Ferguson, the Re-
publican from New Providence who
is finishing his third two-year term in
Congress, says if history prevails, the
outcome will be in his favor.

“I’m certainly a much better fit for
our district,” said the father of four.

The district, comprised of 54 mu-
nicipalities in four counties, has voted
Republican for more than three de-
cades. And since redistricting five years
ago, the Republican margin has grown.

But his Democratic challenger from
Fanwood, Linda Stender, the only fe-
male Congressional candidate in 13
House races in New Jersey, is con-
vinced her district is ready for change.

“People are fed up with the direc-
tion people are taking this country,”
said the anti-war challenger.

Mrs. Stender, who has served as a
Fanwood councilwoman and mayor,
a Union County freeholder and state
assemblywoman from the 22nd Leg-
islative District, called her opponent
“part of the problem.”

She has called Mr. Ferguson a “re-
liable rubber stamp” for President
George W. Bush, indicating that he
sided with the President on nearly 90
percent of House votes last year.

Mr. Ferguson denied that claim and
called himself “an independent, mod-
erate, centrist voice for our district.”

He cited his recent vote rating by the
publication National Journal of 59.3,
which puts him in the “moderate”
category for “votes on key economic,
social and foreign-policy issues.” Mr.
Ferguson said he has “broken” from
the President on votes like gun con-
trol, increasing the minimum wage
and energy bills, specifically against
oil drilling in Alaska’s Arctic Preserve.

He called Mrs. Stender’s charge
contradictory, indicating that she has
voted along party lines “99.7 percent”
in Trenton. Mrs. Stender’s spokesman,
Michael Pagan, denied that claim and
said the Democrat is “not afraid to
vote against leadership.”

And while Mrs. Stender is con-
vinced President Bush’s relatively low
approval rating, under 40 percent,
could hurt her opponent this go round,
Mr. Ferguson said his constituents
see him as an individual.

“I have a strong record of accom-
plishment to run on,” he said.

Mrs. Stender disagreed. She said her
opponent has not called for “account-
ability” for the Iraq war. “We went into
the war based on a lie…now we have a
worse mess in the Middle East,” she
said. “What we have done (in this war)
is effectively multiply, divide and spread
terrorist networks around the world.”

Mr. Ferguson did not deny Iraq
“has been a challenge.”

“There are lots of things we can
look back on and say we could have
done differently or better,” he said.

He said he does not want the troops
to stay in the Middle East longer than
they have to, but the troops he has
encountered in Iraq are “proud to
represent our country.”

Mrs. Stender said Mr. Ferguson
“has been part of driving up the larg-
est deficit in American history.”

“When you have sent us into record
deficits, that’s a threat for financial
security,” she said.

Mr. Ferguson, who has used a very
visible “Stender is a Spender” cam-
paign to position his opponent as a tax-
and-spend liberal, denied that claim.

He said the national economy is “in
really good shape right now” and that
“economic indicators point in the right
direction.” He said projections of the
deficit are down from the beginning
of the year.

He added that the “economic cli-
mate in New Jersey is pretty bad” and
called his opponent part of the prob-
lem. “People are fed up with high
taxes and spending.”

The incumbent called his opponent
“a reliable rubber stamp for higher

taxes.” He said, “People in glass houses
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Freeholder Candidates Debate
Budget, Train, Runnells

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Seven candidates
for Union County freeholder debated
issues last Wednesday ranging from
rising property taxes to preserving open
space to sharing services with towns
and other counties to save money.

Democratic incumbent freehold-
ers Al Mirabella of Fanwood, Debbie
Scanlon of Union and Chester Holmes
of Rahway, all seeking their third
three-year term, hope to retain their
party’s 9-0 hold against Republican
challengers Mountainside council-
man Glenn Mortimer, Westfield busi-
nesswoman Diane Barabas and
former Garwood councilwoman
Patricia Quattrocchi. Independent
candidate Melvin Cody, a retired
postal worker from Plainfield, also
participated in the almost 90-minute
League of Woman Voters forum.

Mr. Mirabella, the board’s current
chairman, said under Democrats,
which have held a majority on the
board since 1997, “nearly 70 miles of
roads and bridges” have been rebuilt
and the county’s crime rate “is down
10 percent over the last [three] years.”

He said the present board supports
a state constitutional convention on
property taxes, which he said, “is the
only true way to achieve true reform.”

Mr. Mirabella said the GOP candi-
dates “lack specific ideas and are
vague and unrealistic on how to ap-
proach long-term tax relief.” He said
Mr. Mortimer has raised taxes every
year he has been a councilman.

Ms. Barabas said her first initiative
as a freeholder would be to “analyze
and investigate Union County’s bur-

geoning budget to evaluate alloca-
tions and contract awards.”

Mr. Mortimer, a realtor, said the
“high cost of property taxes is forcing
[homeowners]” to sell and leave the
area. He said taxes for a “modest starter
home” are “as high as $700 month.”
He said Mountainside taxes are up 28
percent since 2000, compared to a 51
percent increase in county taxes.

Mrs. Quattrocchi, running for free-
holder for the third consecutive year,
said three of her six children could not
afford to raise their families in Union
County. “Our hardworking families are
financially hemorrhaging…(due to)
runway spending” by the county, she
said.

Mr. Holmes, a retired Rahway police
officer, said, “As a freeholder, I under-
stand how to move matters forward. It
requires patience and a steady foot.” He
listed Meals on Wheels, the purchase of
the Union County Arts Center by the
county and helping families with col-
lege tuitions as “plain and simple in-
vestments” made by Democrats.

Mrs. Scanlon, a paralegal, said
Democrats have preserved 146 acres
of open space including the county’s
last working farm, expanded Trailside
Nature and Science Center and given
out more than $4 million in Kids Rec-
reation Trust Fund grants since 2004.

During the question part of the
forum, candidates were asked about a
possible consolidation of the sheriff’s
and county police departments. Mr.
Mirabella said he would not support
such a change, noting that “there are
very specific duties” for both depart-
ments. He said sheriff’s officers

Kean-Menendez U.S. Senate Battle
Could Impact Republican Majority

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – New Jersey’s United States
Senate race will have significance in
determining whether Republicans
maintain a majority in the Senate.

Republicans have identified Sen-
ate races in Virginia, Missouri, Ten-
nessee and New Jersey as primary
battleground states. The GOP holds a
55 to 44 advantage in the Senate, with
retiring Vermont Sena-
tor Jim Jeffords the sole
independent member.

In New Jersey, the
GOP has not held a seat
on the U.S. Senate in
34 years and hasn’t won
a statewide vote in nine,
when Christine Todd
Whitman defeated
James McGreevey in
the gubernatorial race.

Westfield resident
Tom Kean, Jr., the
GOP’s nominee for
U.S. Senate, was ap-
pointed  to the state
senate  in  January 2003
to fill the unexpired
term of Richard Bag-
ger of Westfield and
elected to a full term that November.
Prior to that, he held a seat in the state
assembly after replacing the late Alan
Augustine.

Governor Jon Corzine appointed
Mr. Menendez to fill his vacant U.S.
seat after Mr. Corzine was elected
Governor. Between 1993 and 2006,
Mr. Menendez served as a
represenative of the 13th
congressional district, serving mostly
Hudson County.

The newest New York Times/CBS
News poll shows a 40-percent to 39-
percent advantage for Mr. Menendez,
with an MSNBC poll depicting a 3-
percent cushion, 45-42 percent, for
the incumbent.

The Kean camp points to a
Rasmussen Reports poll showing a
43 to 41 percent edge for Mr. Kean.

Jill Hazelbaker, Mr. Kean’s cam-
paign manager, said, “Tom Kean, Jr.

is on the offensive in this race and will
be New Jersey’s next U.S. Senator.
We have the momentum, the issues
and the people on our side, and we
will continue to bring the message of
no corruption and lower taxes to the
people of New Jersey.”

Concerning recent poll numbers,
she said, “Everything we know – pub-
lic and private – indicates this will be
a very close race. All the polls have
the lead within the margin of error,

and this race will be among the most
competitive in the country.”

The Menendez camp alludes to a
Monmouth University/Gannett New
Jersey poll showing the incumbent’s
lead at nine percentage points – 48 to
39 percent.

Brian Fallon, a spokesperson for
Mr. Menendez, said, “New Jerseyians
are beginning to understand that [a
vote for] Tom Kean is just another

vote for the Bush agenda.
Tom Kean is running one
of the most negative cam-
paigns – if not the most
negative campaign – in
state history.”

Ingrid Reed, policy
analyst and director of the
Eagleton NJ Project, told
The Westfield Leader,
“The big indicators are
the undecided [voters],
which have been high –
as high as 30 percent on
some polls – and the num-
ber of people who might
change their mind. In the
most recent poll, 80 per-
cent of likely voters are
decided. That means 20
percent are undecided.

But, how many will show up?”
She said during last year’s guber-

natorial race, only 49 percent of reg-
istered voters cast ballots. “That’s
close to the percentage who say
they’re affiliated with one party or
another,” she added.

“One reason to assume voters will
turn out in higher number is that this
year’s election has achieved the sta-
tus of a presidential race because
people are asking ‘what’s going to
happen in the country?’” Ms. Reed
said.

“If they’re unhappy with Bush,”
she continued, “turnout could be
higher and you could have a good
chunk of independent-minded voters
coming out to the polls.”

Because of the national Republi-
can Party’s belief that New Jersey is a
winnable state, the national GOP sent
$500,000 in mid October, only to
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SENATE SHOWDOWN...U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D) will face off
against N.J. State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R) in a race for U.S. Senate.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CREATIVE COSTUMING…Madelin Jackson, 20 months old, was Mott’s apple juice at this year’s Halloween parade, held
Sunday in Downtown Westfield. Ciara Rodger, 7, was a box of French fries and won second place in her age category.
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FACEOFF...State Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D) will challenge incumbent
U.S. Representative Mike Ferguson (R) for the Seventh District Congressional
seat on Tuesday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
NOT SO HAPPY HALLOWEEN…Unknown individuals vandalized a Westfield
Avenue residence on Mischief Night, covering trees with toilet paper, smashing
pumpkins and spreading jelly and barbeque sauce on the porch. The owner said,
“It was upsetting, we set this up for the kids every year. We will clean up, but it
is the kids that will be affected.”

Police Find Molotov
Cocktails At Scotch
Hills Country Club

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
police reported Tuesday that some-
one attempted to ignite Molotov cock-
tails at the Scotch Hills Country Club
on Plainfield Avenue Monday night.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney told
The Westfield Leader that police re-
sponded to a 2:27 a.m. alarm at which
time two officers found the front glass
door to the Pro Shop smashed and a
bottle with a burnt rag sticking out of
it laying on the floor.
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