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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Thursday, May 25, there will be
a Nature Walk and Guided Medita-
tion from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Watchung
Reservation’s Trailside Nature Cen-
ter. A naturalist will lead the walk,
followed by a guided meditation with
Spiritual Healer Sandy Miller. The
new moon is a perfect time to capture
energy for personal growth, healing,
and blessings. Bring a pillow and
blanket. Light refreshments will be
served. The fee is $10. Call (908)
789-3670.

* * * * * * *
The Mansion in May 2006 will be

open through May 31 at the Ross Fam-
ily Farm, 135 North Maple Avenue in
Basking Ridge. The work of more than
45 of the area’s most accomplished
interior and landscape designers will
be showcased in the historic home and
lavish gardens. There are also bou-
tiques and a spot for lunch. For infor-
mation and tickets call (973) 971-8800.
You do not need a reservation.

* * * * * * *
On Friday, May 26, at 8 p.m., the

Theatre at Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College will present Harry
Chapin—A Celebration in Song,
featuring the Chapin Family. Tickets
are $33 - $38. See if there are still
seats by calling (908) 725-3420. The
Theatre is located on the campus of
the College on Route 28 and
Lamington Road in North Branch.

* * * * * * *
The 44th season of the Shakespeare

Theatre of New Jersey kicks of on
Tuesday, May 30, with a production of
Tom Stoppard’s Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are Dead. It’s the story
of two minor characters from the play
Hamlet. See it through June 25 at the
F. M. Kirby Shakespeare Theatre on
the campus of Drew University in
Madison. Call (973) 408-5600, or visit:
http://www.njshakespeare.org/.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, June 3, at 8 p.m., The

New Jersey Gay Men’s Chorus will
hold their 15th Anniversary Con-
cert at Middlesex County College
Theater in Edison. Admission is $18
in advance or $20 at the door, with
special rates for students and se-
niors. There will be a presentation of
favorite songs from the chorus’s last
15 years, featuring music by
Debussy, Biebl and Casals, with a
first-time performance of a number
written by Leo Schwartz especially
for them. These guys can sing. Check
them out at: http://www.njgmc.org/.

Get Outta’
The House

Local Residents Display Films
At Second Movies in May Festival

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A husband
comes home to his wife utterly
shocked at what happened while he
was driving. He tells his wife that he
ran into someone but kept going, and
now they must deal with it as a hit-
and-run. With the audience on the
edge of their seats, an even more
stunning revelation comes to frui-
tion when two police officers tell the
couple that their son has been killed
in a hit-and-run.

Sean Devaney’s short suspense
film Impact was just one of many to
be featured at last week’s second
annual Movies in May Film Festival,
hosted by both the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood libraries.

Although Movies in May is only
in its second year, the concept was
created by former Westfield High
School TV teachers Bill McMeekan
and Peter Basler in 2002 with
Westfilm, Westfield’s version of the
same film festival.

“The festival came about due to
myself, Peter Basler and another
filmmaker,” Mr. McMeekan said.
“After Westfilm in 2002, where we
screened three feature films at the
Rialto, Peter said we should con-
tinue this.”

What began as a small event in
Westfield four years ago has now
blossomed into two-day celebration
of local amateur filmmakers. This
year, the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
libraries screened 27 films, some as
short as two minutes, others as long
as a half hour.

“I thought we would have a lot less
films this year, but it has grown every
year,” said Mr. McMeekan.

Despite the plethora of new films,
returning filmmakers made 18 of the
27 films. Many of these amateurs are
also local high school students using
the festival as a way to screen their
work for the first time. This is largely
due to the fact that Mr. McMeekan
has encouraged such student partici-
pation.

“I told Peter (Basler) that I wanted
to have a student component to the
festival,” he said. “I thought it would
be amazing for them to be a part of
this.”

Fanwood Library Director Dan
Weiss opened the evening by intro-
ducing a panel of four filmmakers
who are at different stages of their
career. The panel consisted of Mr.
Devaney, a WHS and recent NYU
graduate, fellow WHS alum and film-

maker Jack Gordon, Oscar nominated
screenwriter David Magee (Finding
Neverland), and documentary pro-
ducer Amy Boucher. They each briefly
discussed their own work and the
ever-evolving world of filmmaking,
and fielded questions from the audi-
ence.

All but Mr. Magee also showed a
clip of their work.

Ms. Boucher showed a scene from a
History Channel documentary about
the Civil War that she is producing,
which will air this spring. Mr. Gordon
has spent his film career in Madagas-
car and showed a clip from his docu-
mentary about the people of Madagas-
car and their daily routine. Mr. Devaney
meanwhile, showed two short films he
created before entering college.

After the panel discussion, Mr.
McMeekan surprised the audience
by screening an old Samsonite com-
mercial that featured the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School March-
ing Band. The end of the commercial
shows the two drum majors in front of
the rest of the band, standing on suit-
cases. These former drum majors are
now married.

Among the films shown by local
residents, Mr. McMeekan made two
(Flashover! and Rave On: The
Ravonettes at Maxwell’s) and Mr.
Basler one (As Cool As Jennifer II).
Mr. Basler was not there to show his
film as he is currently in Hollywood,
but at the start of his feature he made
an intro in which he thanked the local

community for all of their support.
The festival featured an eclectic

series of films. While there were a
few other dramatic pieces to go along
with Mr. Devaney’s Impact, there
were also several comedies, a few
extreme sports films, and an ani-
mated show.

One filmmaker, Stanley
Boniakowski, even screened an
unaired television pilot about the
contracting and painting company
he works for called The Contractors.
In the show, Mr. Boniakowski and
his fellow contractors work to fix a
house on a tight deadline, and have
some fun while doing so. He now
films all of his contracting work and
is still looking for ways to get his
show out there.

The final screening of the evening
was the first episode of a reality show
created by former WHS student
Rachel Gordon for her senior project
called Big House: The Reality of
Westfield. Through a rigorous inter-
view process, she found four students
who didn’t know each other to live in
her house for a weekend. These four
girls had to coexist in the house and
find a way to make as much money as
they could in 48 hours. Whatever
money earned by these girls was then
given to the person who was voted
most deserving of the money at the
premiere of the show.

The next local film festival put on
by Mr. McMeekan will be Westfilm
in November.

 CF’s Celebration Singers:
A Cause for Jubilation
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – W.C. Fields gave
actors the sage advice to never share
a stage with animals or children, be-
cause they steal the show.

That’s what happened at the Fri-

day, May 19, performance of “Opera
Meets Broadway,” featuring Celebra-
tion Singers of both the adult and
children’s choirs.

Oh, that’s not to say the adult Cel-
ebration Singers weren’t able to hold
their own. It’s just that, well, they’re
up against kids. And when children
open their mouths to emit an angelic
unison, you can’t beat it.

The adult choir opened the show
dressed in snappy black and white
dresses and tuxedos. The upbeat
“Comedy Tonight” from A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the
Forum featured bucket loads of props,
setting the tone for a fun-driven
evening.

A three-piece instrumental en-
semble headed by pianist Mary Eliza-
beth Latorre supported a rousing ver-
sion of Verdi’s “Anvil Chorus” and
the less recognizable “Chorus of the
Hebrew Slaves,” as well as Bizet’s
“Habanera.”

After what conductor of six sea-
sons Sean Berg called “a little Italian,
a little French,” the adults put away
their black binders of music and cut
loose with “Defying Gravity” from
the Broadway smash hit Wicked.

Their rendition, with soloist Bar-
bara Stroz, brought cheers from the
audience at the Harvest Training Cen-
ter on Myrtle Avenue in Cranford.

Next came the munchkins, looking
very spiffy themselves in white and
black outfits. Preceding their vocal of-
fering of the “Overture to the Marriage
of Figaro,” two little adorable ham bones
brought to our attention that an overture
is an instrumental, not a vocal piece.

So out came the “instruments”
(kazoos) that played the familiar
melody complete with three-part har-
mony.

Under the direction of Tom Pedas,
renowned former Cranford teacher
of music and notable director of mu-
sicals at the Scotch Plains/Fanwood
High School, the children were
breathtaking in another Mozart piece,
“Papageno/Papagena Duet” from The

Magic Flute as well as the “Children’s
Prayer” from Hansel and Gretel.

Menotti’s “Amahl and the Night
Visitors” aria by Jake Forrestal and
duet ending with Bridget McCoy
could bring a person to tears with the
pure boy soprano vocal and tender
alto harmony.

Next came the hilarious, “The Pain-
less Opera (Opera Non Terrore).” The
audience howled its delight.

After intermission, the middle
school young guys, aptly called the
“Boys’ Ensemble,” debuted with an
impressive array of close harmony
barbershop quartet selections includ-
ing “Lyda Rose” from The Music
Man.

But the highlight of the night had to
be the children’s version of songs
from Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat. Out came
the props of cowboy hats, some with
price tags still affixed, and other ac-
couterments to set the mood. The
children really got into the physical-
ity of the songs and enjoyed perform-
ing, not just singing.

Then Conductor Berg led the adults
in a number of outstanding musical
numbers including Shaw’s version of
Rogers/Hammerstein’s “It’s a Grand
Night for Singing.” Fifteen “move-
ment artists,” directed by dance cap-
tain Mara Canlas, lent a nice visual
touch to the Latin flavored piece.

Bravo to both conductors who doled
out solos liberally. What a great way
to showcase the massive talent as-
sembled in the groups.

The Celebration Singers have been
around for decades. If you haven’t yet
seen this group of creative community
vocalists, plan to attend their holiday
show featuring “Amahl and the Night
Visitors” on December 8 and 9.

Mon-Wed 7-6   Thurs-Fri 7-7
Saturday  7-6      Sunday  9-5
www.parkergardens.com
Telephone    908.322.5555Garden Center    Greenhouses    Landscape Services

1325 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
Parker GardensParker Gardens

14 acres

20% off 20% off 
Spring Flowering ShrubsSpring Flowering Shrubs

Choose from Forsythia, Spirea,
Virbirnum, Potentilla & Lilac

6” Annuals
$1.00 off

Petunias, Begonias, Impatiens, Dianthus,
Ageratum, Coleus, Snapdragons and much more
Must present coupon or preferred customer card at time of purchase.  While supplies last.  Cannot be combined with
any other offer.  Valid 5/24/06 - 5/30/06.

Seminar:  Seminar:  Sunday at 1:00 PMSunday at 1:00 PM
Deer and Animal ControlDeer and Animal Control

Westfield Symphony Orchestra
Ends Season With Mozart Homage

By BRAD TINFOW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — This year, the
entire world has been celebrating the
250th anniversary of Mozart’s birth.
On May 13, at the First Presbyterian
Church, the final concert for the 2005-
2006 season of the Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) was devoted
solely to the work of the composer,
who many consider to be the most
gifted musical genius in history. The
Pro Arte Chorale, directed by David
Crone, joined Music Director David
Wroe and the orchestra.

An error in the program notes de-
clared Mozart’s birth year as 1776,
which meant that he would have com-
posed his Coronation Mass at the
tender age of three. That feat would
have raised even Mozart’s genius to
the realm of the truly incredible.

Other than an unexplained late start,
the musical portion of the concert had
few issues, and the quality of the
performances was at the highest level
a listener could ask for.

The Coronation Mass was less sol-
emn than a typical mass. The bright
key of C major and the majestic tempo
and dotted rhythms gave it a royal or
military flavor. The Pro Art Chorale,
about seventy voices strong, was su-
perb in sound, precision, and clarity.
There were no weak voices here.

The soloists, Meredith Hoffmann-
Thomson, soprano, Kristin Rothfuss,
mezzo-soprano, Eric Fennell, tenor,
and Mark Schnaible, bass-baritone,
were all very good. Ms. Hoffman-
Thomson was most successful in cut-
ting through the orchestra, somewhat
because of the range of her part. Her
sparkling, focused voice also helped,
as she spun long phrases with superb
technique and steady vibrato. But the
brilliance of her soprano was merely
the finish on top of a full-bodied
sound.

Adding substantial visual splendor
to the concert, Ms. Hoffman-
Thomson and Ms. Rothfuss were
adorned with gorgeous gowns and
coifs, which enhanced the obvious
natural beauty of both women.

The orchestra handled the difficult
passagework of the Credo with gusto.
The only issue with the orchestra, one
that seems to be recurrent with many
of their concerts, was the inability of
the brass to tone down. In this piece
especially, in which the trumpets play
no more than a supporting roll and
never play above their middle range,
they were too prominent. The horns
had no such problems keeping their
volume at a level consistent with the
rest of the orchestra.

After the Mass, a pleasant surprise
followed. Mr. Wroe relinquished the

podium to David Crone, who led the
Chorale and WSO in of Mozart’s
brief but divine jewel, Ave Verum
Corpus. The orchestral accompani-
ment for this sublime and serene piece
was without brass, so the audience
could hear the chorus without au-
dible interference. It was, in a word,
glorious. As I sat in the church listen-
ing to that piece so beautifully per-
formed, I felt as if Mozart had deliv-
ered me into the presence of God for
a few minutes.

The Sinfonia Concertante, essen-
tially a double concerto for Violin
and Viola, was no letdown. Concert-
master Anton Miller and Principal
Violist Veronica Salas collaborated
on a brilliant performance. One of the
difficulties of this piece is its key of E
flat major, a mere half step above the
comfortable key of D major, but very
awkward for string players. Second
is the level of coordination required
between the two players, who play in
an imitative question and answer
mode when they are not playing to-
gether in thirds or sixths. There are
few periods of rest for either of the
soloists, who additionally perform
two joint cadenzas.

Both Mr. Miller and Ms. Salas amply
demonstrated why each occupies the
principle chair in his and her respective
string section. Technical difficultly was
not an issue. Tone quality, intonation,
beautifully shaped phrases and sheer
joy of spontaneous music making were
a given. It seemed as if the two had
performed the piece together on tour
for the last 10 years. Interesting from a
live performance standpoint was see-
ing the difference in body language
between the two. Mr. Miller used his
whole body to illustrate his phrasing,
while Ms. Salas led with her head.
Regardless of the method used, they
made a unified musical presentation
that was full of life.

After intermission, Maestro Wroe
led the orchestra in Mozart’s Sym-
phony No. 41 in C, the “Jupiter.” I
have heard the piece many times, but
this performance was especially en-
ergetic and dynamic. It is a marvel-
ous example of Mozart’s mature pe-
riod, in which thematic elements are
more organically woven from com-
mon threads, even spanning move-
ments. Counterpoint and complex
orchestration abound.

The final movement was quite brisk,
or maybe it just seemed so with the
added visual stimulus of many bows
moving together at high speed. The
level of physical activity only inten-
sified the auditory experience.

The concert lasted about two and
one half hours, but no one in the
audience seemed anxious to leave.
Invigorated by an evening of great
music superbly played, they remained
to applaud again and again for the
WSO in appreciation for an inspired
finish to a successful concert season.

VACNJ Show Features
Over 60 Faculty Members

SUMMIT – Each month, the Vi-
sual Arts Center of New Jersey, lo-
cated at 68 Elm Street in Summit,
sponsors a faculty exhibition in its
newly expanded second floor galler-
ies. These exhibits showcase the many
artistic styles of the more than 60
faculty members at the arts center.

The May show features the work of
six artists: Marguerite Brennan,
Valerie Larko, Howard Nathenson,
Joan Pamboukes, Becky Santoro and
Kirsten Sejda.

Ms. Brennan, who works in clay
and teaches clay classes for children
and adults, has six pieces of sculpture
in the show. Ms. Larko is showing a
series of urban landscapes painted in
oils on location in New York and New

Jersey.
Mr. Nathenson, who specializes in

color still life photography, will show
12 of his award-winning photographs.
Ms. Pamboukes is a photographer
whose work has been shown in New
York and Massachusetts.

Ms. Santora, the owner of “Flying
Pig Pottery” in Watchung, has been a
potter for 20 years. Ms. Sejda, who also
teaches clay work at the center, will be
showing her encaustic paintings on ce-
ramic in the May faculty show.

The arts center is open to the public
Monday through Thursday from 8:30
a.m. to 8:30 p.m., Friday from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and weekends from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. For more information, call (908)
273-9121 or visit www.artcenternj.org.

David Riggs for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FILM BUFFS…A four-person panel discusses their film careers and fields
questions from the audience at the second annual Movies In May film festival, held
at the Scotch Plains Library last Thursday. From left to right are David Magee,
Jack Gordon, Sean Devaney and Amy Boucher.

STEALING THE SHOW...The Celebration Singers and children’s choir com-
bined 50 adults and 60 children, treating more than 600 audience members  to an
evening of operatic and Broadway medlies.


