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Scotch Plains Revolution
And Evolution, Part Three

By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: This is the third part
of a four part series on the history of
Scotch Plains.

Who’s buried in Grant’s tomb? If
you answered Grant correctly, you
may get the next question wrong.
Where was the battle of Short Hills
fought? I can tell you it was not fought
under the lingerie section of
Nordstrom’s at the Short Hills Mall.
The battle of Short Hills was fought
in Scotch Plains, and our town had a
critical role in the Revolutionary War.

The early topography of Scotch
Plains and the contiguous Watchung
Hills to the west had a major impact
in the war for America’s indepen-
dence. In June of 1777, Washington
and his troops were camped near the
Watchung Mountains below what is
now aptly named Washington Rock
(at the Middle Brook encampment).
The British General Howe was trying
to goad Washington and his troops
into a decisive battle on the open

plains where his superior numbers
could have an advantage.
Washington’s troops were in the way
of his objective of moving through
New Jersey to take Philadelphia.
Howe was trying to make it look as if
he was leaving New Jersey to go to
Staten Island. Washington and his
officers were not fooled by the Brit-
ish plan.

During the Revolutionary War, the
British had a huge advantage in army
size, and our Patriot army had to
resort to the tactic of engaging quickly
with small groups of soldiers, trying
to shoot the officers, and hiding in or
behind trees. These tactics were
thought of as cowardly by the British,
but were very effective. General Wil-
liam “Lord Stirling” Alexander, the
leader of a small band of such fight-
ing men were constantly giving the
British annoying bursts of battle.

Battle of Short Hills
The British were frustrated that

their plan to lure Washington’s army
to the open plains did not work, and
were equally perturbed by the con-
stant harassment by small bands of
rebel soldiers. They finally had
enough and decided to march after
midnight in the early hours of June
26, 1777 from Perth Amboy to de-
stroy Alexander’s band and cut off
retreat passes for Washington to the
Watchung Mountains. Alexander’s
group was engaged directly in
Metuchen in the morning, and fell
back tactically to make a stand near
the Ashbrook Swamp. More than 60
soldiers were killed and 200 wounded
in the battle. General Cornwallis and
his seven cannons were too much for
the colonists as they pulled back to-
wards Westfield. However, this was
part of the plan to keep the British
away from the main contingent of
Washington’s forces and give them a
chance to get to the shelter of the
Watchung Mountains.

As many duffers speed into the
entrance of the Ashbrook Golf Course
to play golf, or in my case, to make a
contribution of a dozen or so balls
into the hazards, they may miss a
brownstone monument built in 1977
to commemorate the bicentennial of
the battle. Unfortunately, some van-
dals have broken the glass that covers
the sides of the monument.

It was indeed a stifling, humid day
for a battle. So hot that after the battle
the Red Coats went down Raritan
Road and right on Short Hills Road
(now Rahway) past Tuckers Lane
(now Cooper road) to the Terry Well.
The Terry Well’s reservoir was a ca-
sualty of war as the British troops
drank the well dry. The Short Hills
refer to the hills going from Scotch
Plains on Rahway Road into the
present day Sleepy Hollow section of
Plainfield.

Our Aunt Betty
Hearing the sounds of cannon fire

and muskets a short distance away
from her home at the corner of present
day Raritan and Terrill, Betty “Aunt
Betty” Frazee did what she could to
help the cause of the Patriots – she
baked bread. What she did not realize
was that the wafts of bread baking
were tugging at the noses of the Brit-
ish troops and drawing them into the
one of the most famous encounters of
the day.

When Betty heard the approaching
horses she ran out to greet what she
expected would be a weary group of
Continental soldiers. Instead, she saw
red; a sea of Red Coats. Generals

Howe and Cornwallis approached her.
Cornwallis said they had smelled the
baking bread and asked in an aristo-
cratic manner if they might have some
loaves, as it is a delicacy for their
men. A panic stricken Aunt Betty
Frazee offered a loaf with shaking
hand and uttered perhaps the most
famous line in Scotch Plains history:
“You will understand that I give you
this in fear, not for love.”

Cornwallis, a self proclaimed gentle-
men and obviously surprised at the
woman’s resolve then said that neither
he nor his men would partake of it. The
story of her courage spread through-
out the colonies and was an inspiration
to the cause of independence.

This courageous encounter was
captured by master cartoonist Frank
Thorne of Scotch Plains in his book,
“The Illustrated History of Union
County.” This book is a priceless col-
lection of strips that Frank did for the
Elizabeth Daily Journal (now defunct)
in the 1950s. Proceeds of the book
will go to the restoration of the Betty

Frazee House.
A short film, “Two Lords and a

Lady,” by John Fazio that debuted in
March 2006 also tells the story of Aunt
Betty Frazee and her encounter with
the self-proclaimed English gentle-
men: Generals Howe and Cornwalis.
The poster of the film shows a stern-
faced Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks dressed as a British General.
The plan is to premiere the voice-over
film to children in the Fanwood and
Scotch Plains libraries.

The house still stands at the corner
of Terrill and Raritan where long time
Scots Plainers might remember was
the grounds of the Terry Lou Zoo.
The house is the focus of a major
restoration project spearheaded by
the Rotary Club and the Friends of
Frazee. Ric Detwiller, a historic ar-
chitect form Massachusetts, has been
hired to work on the project. The
project needs your help. They are
selling t-shirts and taking donations
to restore the house and create a cen-
ter for living history. The work should
begin in the spring of 2006. More
information can be found at http://
www.fsprotary.org/frazee.html, or by
joining the “Friends of Frazee House”
by calling Pat Plante at (908) 232-
2162.

The soldiers then made their way
towards Westfield where they made a
faithful stop at Simon Lamberts Cider
Mill. They started drinking several
barrels of what was know as “Jersey
Lighting” or “Applejack,” a fermented
drink with a legendary kick that ri-
valed a horse. This indulgence caused
the British soldiers to stop their march,
make camp near the Ashbrook swamp,
and go on a plundering binge of sev-
eral farms. John Littell’s farm was hit
particularly hard where it was reported
that he lost among several dozen docu-
mented items, including 10 chickens,
150 lbs. of tobacco, two cases of rum,
assorted clothes, and three 150 lb.
pigs.

The next morning the Continental
Morgan Rangers delivered a stealthy
hangover to the British, killing al-
most two dozen men. The British
marched to Westfield, and planned to
march though the Watchung Moun-
tains and move west to engage
Washington’s main contingent in a
sneak attack. When the British real-
ized they were not going to engage
the main contingent of Washington’s
army, they marched back to Perth
Amboy, looting and burning houses
along the way and crossed to Staten
Island. They decided that they would
not be successful in cutting off
Washington’s route to the safe haven
of the Watchung Hills, and more im-
portantly, that our country’s capital,
Philadelphia, could not be taken by
marching through the Jersey hornet’s
nest.

This was an important victory for
the United States of America, and it
happened right in our backyard. If
Howe had been able to cut off Wash-
ington, inflict heavy casualties and
move directly to Philadelphia, the
Yankee cause might have been lost.

During the battle, the Osborne
House took a cannonball and earned
a new nickname of the Osborne Can-
nonball House for the next 300 years.
Today the building is the headquar-
ters of the Historical Society of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood and is located
across from the Stage House Inn, a
few steps down Front Street.

Rick Bousquet also mentioned that
Lambert Home on Raritan ingested a
cannonball that was discovered a cen-
tury later.

A War For Independence

SCOTCH PLAINS HISTORIC LANDMARK…An artist’s rendition of what the
Betty Frazee House looked like during the Revolutionary War. It is still there today and
is the focus of a major restoration project by the Rotary Club and Friends of Frazee.

May is Clean, Fix up Month
By CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — We all have
projects lined up for that perfect week-
end when we have nothing else to do.
Unfortunately, that weekend usually
does not come, and the projects con-
tinue to get placed on the bottom of our
To-Do Lists. And when the goal is too
lofty, procrastination sets in. So, con-
sider starting small - focus on chang-
ing the color of the walls in one room
or cleaning up just one garden bed.

Inspiration is everywhere. Drive
around the neighborhood, or spend a
few hours watching some of the nu-
merous home and garden shows for
fresh ideas.

If you still need help and advice, or
for supplies, there are a variety of
local sources. The Sherwin Williams
Company located at 319 South Av-
enue West in Westfield is a great
place to start on the room that needs
a fresh coat of paint.

Kenneth Teller, Manager of Sherwin
Williams, sells “quality Sherwin Will-
iams paints, and all the supplies that
you would need to do an indoor or
outdoor project.” Their decorating ser-
vices are free of charge, and you can get
some great advice from Decorative
Product Specialist Marilyn Hudgins.

Ms. Hudgins will answer your ques-
tions on color and design, paint tech-
niques, or even help with selection of
wallpaper. They also offer a free home
consultation to their local customers.
Call them at (908) 232-8180, or just
drop in.

For home repairs of any size, Home
Rescue Remodeling “is ready to as-
sist.” Owner Sven Migot caters mostly
to local residents, and fills that gap
when it comes to the smaller, ‘handy-
man-type’ work – a term he doesn’t like
very much – as well as the complete
remodeling of kitchens, bathrooms,
basements and more modest additions.

According to Mr. Migot, the smaller
jobs “are a great way to meet new
customers and fill a need,” as it is
difficult, he says, “to find that kind of
help in Westfield.”

Much of his work these days con-
sists of totally gutting a bathroom, a
job that typically runs between $10,000
and $20,000 and gives the homeowner
a worthy return on the investment.

Locals seem to be going for the
traditional in their design choices, and
prefer to stay with the period of their
homes, rather than choosing the more
trendy looks. But there are exceptions.

According to Mr. Migot, one popu-
lar current trend among his custom-
ers is wainscoting, now fashionable
in any room. Call (908) 244-8734, or
visit http://www.home-rescue.net/.

People who come to Poppyfields,
116 Elm Street in Westfield, are inter-
ested in decorating a room. Co-own-
ers Lori Kowalski and Marlene Perez-
Santalla are seeing the return of pink
and green in bedrooms.

Other trends, according to Ms. Perez-
Santalla, are “Master bedrooms in all
white with dark furniture, chocolate
brown as a hot color along with pinks
and blues, and chandeliers in any room.
Customers are also leaning more to-
wards the use of slipcovers.” In addi-
tion, she notes that more people are
doing custom window treatments. For
a consultation, contact (908) 518-9495.

As the weather turns to the planting
season, there are the outdoor projects
that have most likely been waiting
since last year. For help with plant-
ing, Williams Nursery & The Gift
House at 524 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield is a rich resource. With
their extensive display of annuals,
perennials and shrubs, you are sure to
find what you need for your garden.

They will help with expert advice
on native plants, and answer your
gardening questions. Check out their
weekly specials, too. Stop in any day
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., or call
(908) 232-4076. You can visit them at
http://www.williams-nursery.com/.

There are a tremendous amount of
resources out there for both the do-it-
yourself types, and those who prefer to
hire help. If you are able to keep up with
your projects, the care of your property
will seem less overwhelming.

Metaphorical Trees Stand
Tall at Visual Arts Center

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – “I think that I shall
never see, a poem as lovely as a tree.”

Joyce Kilmer’s immortal words are
brought to life in an artistic exhibit
titled, aptly enough, “Among the Trees,”
currently at the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey (VACNJ) in Summit.

An often overlooked and taken-for-
granted part of nature, the tree is the
complete focus of the entire exhibit,
which brings together the work of 28
artists who use a variety of media to
portray their subjects at their strongest,
as well as at their most vulnerable.

The exhibit is guest curated by Kim-
berly Marrero, who is currently a
museum educator at the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum in New York.
Ms. Marrero is also a gallery director
for several well-known galleries in
New York, an independent curator
and a private art advisor throughout
the United States.

Nancy Cohen and Alice Dillon
served as Curatorial Associates for
“Among the Trees.”

“Like the tree, whose abundant
branches lead to a single column, only to
then branch out into a complex network
of roots not seen by the naked eye, this
exhibition centers on the duality between
the diverse, yet like possibilities that stem
from a single subject,” said Ms. Marrero.

Throughout “Among the Trees,”
one sees the tree standing symbolic
for life and its many layers.

Roberley Bell’s “Flower Blobs #s 64
and 66” demonstrate the whimsical side
of life. They are created from cast foam,
dyed plastic and flocking. Covered with
plastic flowers, plastic balls and even
holding the requisite bird, Mr. Bell shows
us that life can be playful and capricious.

In contrast, documentary photog-
rapher Bruce Davidson’s gelatin print,
“Central Park Silent Snow Scene”
evokes the serious side of life as it
offers to the viewer a stark, yet beau-
tiful rendition of the trees in Central
Park set between pure white snow
and the Manhattan skyline.

The tree as a symbol for the progres-
sion of life is seen in Michele Brody’s
“Parrita,” a series of six panels that
show the same panorama in various
stages of growth and decay. Depend-
ing on which panel is viewed first, this
piece of art can call to mind the futility,
or the hopefulness, that life has to
offer. Layered within this representa-
tion is the message of how the irrever-
ence of nature affects all of life.

One interesting aspect of “Among
the Trees” is how it is an integration
of the arts. Dispersed on the walls of
the galley are excerpts of tree-related
poetry by Lord Byron, Robert Frost,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and
David Everett. Also adorning the walls
is religious and folklore imagery.

“‘Among the Trees’ realizes that
visual artists do not have a monopoly
on the tree as metaphor and muse,”
said Ms. Marrero.

“Among the Trees” will be on ex-
hibit at the VACNJ until June 4. VACNJ
is located at 68 Elm Street, Summit.
New gallery hours are Monday to
Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday and
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 273-9121, or
log onto www.artcenternj.org.

Bryan Crockett, The Arborist, 2005
Resin and flocking 26 X 17 dia. inches

MS’s Judith Musicant
Named Artist of the Month

MOUNTAINSIDE – Judith
Musicant and Barbara Lawshe are art-
ists of the month at Gallery 23 in
Blairstown. Their
work will be fea-
tured throughout
June in the win-
dows of the gallery.

Judith Musicant,
a resident of
Mountainside, cre-
ates functional
stoneware pottery.
Her work has been
shown in juried ex-
hibits at Peters Val-
ley Crafts Center,
Morristown Uni-
tarian Fellowship
Crafts Exhibition,
and the New Jer-
sey Center for Vi-
sual Arts.

“I work primarily on the potter’s
wheel,” said Ms. Musicant, “but, be-
cause clay is so plastic and forgiving,
I find it almost impossible to throw a
symmetrical object and leave it at
that. I am forever poking, pulling,

cutting or otherwise altering the
thrown pot in some fashion. This is
what creates a body of work that

reflects my vision
of what art for ev-
eryday use can of-
fer to you.”

B a r b a r a
Lawshe special-
izes in wildflower
collages. Several
years ago, Ms.
Lawshe, a resident
of Blairstown, dis-
played her artwork
and photography
at Blair Academy.
She is a member
of the National As-
sociation of Arts
and Letters.

Gallery 23, an
artist co-op, is lo-

cated at 23 Main Street in Blairstown.
The hours are Monday through Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday
from noon to 4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 362-6865 or visit
http://www.gallery23.com.

Judith Musicant
“Rainbow Pitcher”

Terrys of Scotch Plains Expand
On Brooks Crandall’s History

Mr. Crandall, you are correct in your
assumption that Terrys have lived on
Rahway Road in Scotch Plains for some
time, as mentioned in the first of your
four articles on the history of Scotch
Plains. My brother Jim and I, and my
family are the Terrys currently occupy-
ing the property. As near as I can reckon,
Jim and I are the 10th generation, and of
course, my sons would be the 11th.

One Thomas Tary bought 100 acres in
1745. Our family lore is that he came from
Scotland to Ireland, France, Nova Scotia,
Long Island and finally Scotch Plains.  He
had among others two sons, Thomas Tary
that went west. Pittsburgh was west at the
time.  Jonathan Terry built the house that
still stands on Rahway Road diagonally
across from the Terry Well.  It is assumed
that Jonathan dug the well when he built
his house.

Jonathan served in the Essex County
Militia during the Revolutionary War and
is buried with his wife Hulda in The Scotch
Plains Baptist Cemetery. In Chip
Detweiller’s book, the name of which
escapes me at the moment, he refers to two
letters in the state archives in Trenton, one
which Jonathan wrote asking for his veter-
ans pension and compensation for his crops
and livestock that the British and Hessians
either burned or foraged when they came
through the area during the battle of Short
Hills while he was elsewhere serving with
the Militia. Some years later the second
letter was written by his wife Hulda asking
for his veteran’s pension as she was now a
widow and her husband had never been
compensated for his services or for his
livestock. Those letters are an indication
that the government short changing the
veterans is nothing new.

Several other Terrys accompanied a
migration of Baptist Church members to
the Miami Valley of Ohio and we have
letters from them asking of relatives at
home about the status of inheritances they
felt were due them and relating the ex-
treme hardships of life on the frontier.

According to my father, Elmer L. Sr., his
grandfather Edward served as a blacksmith
for the Union Army in the Civil War. We
have pictures dating to this era of his black-
smith shop and some of his outbuildings
that belonged to the house that stands on the
same side of Rahway Road as the Terry
Well.  There was his blacksmith shop within
feet of the corner of Tucker Lane and
Rahway Road, a cow barn immediately
adjacent to Tucker Lane and alongside a
larger barn with horse stalls, hay, wagon
and equipment storage. In my memory the
blacksmith shop was already gone, the cow
barn had fallen down and my father dis-
mantled the other barn for the lumber and
timber to build an addition to our house and
a garage and shop for his plumbing busi-
ness in 1945. For those of us who remember
World War II, in 1945 you had to recycle
everything, including items like nails, as all
building materials were unavailable.

My father’s uncle William served as a
mayor of Scotch Plains, my grandfather
Winfield Scott served on the Township
Committee and my father ran for the Town-
ship Committee after his service in World
War I, losing to the candidate picked by
the then political boss Greater Johnson
from “Up in the Big Woods.” Winfield
Scott, as was the custom, was responsible
for the roads in his district while on the
Township Committee. My father tells of
the summer, while waiting to enter the
Army of hauling crushed stone with a
wagon and team of horses from the Scotch
Plains quarry and dumping the stone on
Rahway road forming the original base of
the road. He said that he would make one
load in the morning, unhitch the team,

feed and water the team and have lunch
and then make a second load in the after-
noon five days a week and one load on
Saturday. For this my grandfather would
write him a check on the township ac-
count for $4.50, which my father would
cash and give my grandfather $4 and keep
the fifty cents. The advantage of political
position about which we currently read in
the media is not new either.

In The National Experience, Part One,
a history text by Blum, McFeely, Mor-
gan, Schlesinger, Stamp and Woodward
it is stated that Charles II took care of his
problem of the Dutch Colony of New
Netherlands by gifting the territory from
Connecticut to Maryland to his brother
James the Duke of York in the early
1660s. James appointed four commis-
sioners to wrest the colony from the Dutch,
which was accomplished in 1664.

In 1664, three months after acquiring
the lands, James transferred the part later
called New Jersey to two friends John,
Lord Berkeley, a privy councilor and Sir
George Carteret, Vice-Chamberlin of the
Royal Household and treasurer of the Navy.
“The proprietors, generally friends or rela-
tives of the king, hoped to grow rich from
the sale of their lands and from the annual
fees, or quitrents (usually a shilling per 50
acres), that they charged the settlers.” Ber-
keley and Carteret divided the province in
two in 1674. Berkeley, who had taken the
western half, sold it that same year to a
Quaker. In 1680, after Carteret died, the
eastern half was sold at auction to another
group of Quakers. It is my understanding
that the Quakers established the propri-
etors in Perth Amboy that were the agents
that sold the lands continuing the system of
quitrents that evolved into a sort of lease
purchase agreement. An honorary title of
this agency in Perth Amboy continued to
be conferred on politically connected indi-
viduals until it was discontinued by the
Christie Whitman administration when she
abolished superfluous agencies and titles
in her effort to streamline state govern-
ment.

It would not be too big an assumption that
a large portion of the lands in Scotch Plains
were purchased in this manner from the
agency set up by the Quaker proprietors or
what the agency had evolved into over the
years. I have always wondered if Thomas
Tary had purchased his hundred acres in this
manner from the Quaker’s agency although
it would have been 65 years after the agency
was established.

Further to the Lords Berkeley and
Carteret, I was sitting on the front porch
one summer day in 1947 with my mother
and my great aunt Hat when a distin-
guished looking gentleman drove in and
introduced himself. It was Dr. Philhower,
a Westfield teacher and local historian of
some renown. Dr. Philhower wanted to
question my great aunt, 85 at the time, if
she had ever heard, during family discus-
sions, of the Woodbridge Stake. Dr.
Philhower was of the opinion that the
Woodbridge Stake was a marker delin-
eating the division of East and West Jer-
sey and he was attempting to establish
where it had been located. He thought that
possibly as a child aunt Hat might have
heard conversations of her father or grand-
father talking of local sites and land-
marks. Aunt Hat had no recollection of
any reference to the Woodbridge Stake. A
several hour discussion of local history
ensued from which I first became aware
of the Battle of Short Hills, the involve-
ment of the Terry Well and the aunt Betty
Frazee story.

Elmer (Pete) Terry
Scotch Plains

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There’s nothing quite like the experi-
ence of a live rock show. The way that a
band translates from studio recordings to
a concert setting can be totally unpredict-
able and totally overwhelming.

Unfortunately, most non-roadies don’t
have the means or the slightly insane dedi-
cation to follow their favorite bands around
the country. This is a sad reality that al-
ways hits home when other fans rattle on
excitedly about a killer show at which a
band totally reinvented some random clas-
sic or premiered some new song or let
loose the best jam ever or…well, it’s live
music – anything can happen.

Now, nothing can ever really compare
to the thrill of being a part of live music,
but for music fans without bottomless
wallets, the Internet Archive’s Live Mu-
sic Archive is arguably the greatest website
ever created.

The Live Music Archive is a massive
collection of complete live performances
by (at press deadline’s count) 1,943 art-
ists. The downloads are completely free,
and completely approved by every musi-
cian whose shows are available on the
site. Because these bands encourage tap-
ing and trading for non-profit purposes,
people can post soundboard-quality au-
dio files for others to enjoy.

Didn’t know that Gavin DeGraw does
wicked soul covers and performs a wild
rendition of Marvin Gaye’s “Let’s Get It
On” at nearly every show?

Didn’t know that Howie Day is way more
impressive in solo gigs than with a band?
When he’s on his own, he builds a tremen-
dous sound from the ground up by looping
his guitar rhythms, licks and vocal lines in
real time and harmonizing over himself.

On very rare, special occasions, Guster
drummer Brian Rosenworcel sings a cover
song to close out his band’s show. He has
one of the worst voices ever. It’s amazing.
His interpretation of “Total Eclipse of the
Heart” is a personal favorite.

Particle celebrated Halloween 2004 by
jamming out television theme songs – the
tunes of “Inspector Gadget,” “That 70’s
Show” and “Miami Vice” are among the
themes the band transforms into eight- or
10-minute epics in its wild show.

The Live Music Archive is a chance to
explore all the quirks, patterns and surprises
that add up to a musician’s live presence and
performance. Officially released live albums
can sometimes omit banter or can splice
together different performances to create one
super-show, but Live Music Archive shows

“Live (Show) Aid”
The Live Music Archive

are raw – they have the blemishes, they have
the banter, they show how a band makes
minor (or drastic) adjustments from day to
day. They are unedited and undoctored, and
they are the best glimpse one could hope to
get into a musician’s live persona.

Many of the bands with music on the
website are jam bands – the Grateful
Dead has more than 2,000 shows span-
ning its entire career. Dead tribute bands
Jazz is Dead and The Dark Star Orchestra
have huge catalogues of their own, and
Phil Lesh and Friends recently authorized
the posting of their shows.

But there is plenty for the non-jam-
band listener too – artists like Jason Mraz,
Jack Johnson (whose November 14, 2002
show has to be one of the site’s finest),
Ryan Adams, O.A.R. and 311 all have
loads of shows to download.

The website also provides a forum for up-
and-coming bands to get their music out; the
adventurous listener can check out delight-
fully named bands including Harry and the
Potters (two brothers who have gained some
national attention for their songs about
Hogwarts, Hogsmeade and He-Who-Must-
Not-Be-Named), the Hanging Chads and
Monica Lewinsky and the Clintones.

A small bit of technical savvy is re-
quired to use the site, but the instructions
on the help page make the setup quick and
simple.

The only extra software required to
play the shows downloaded from the
archive is a program to convert .shn and
.flac files (the formats of the tracks on the
archive) into .wav files (lossless audio
files that can be played on a computer or
burned to CD). The program is tiny, com-
pletely safe and easily accessible from
links on the help page.

Because the archive’s music is
soundboard quality, the files themselves
are rather big (a full two-disc show usually
takes up about a gigabyte of memory), so
you’ll want to download them one at a time
and burn them to disc right away. Upload-
ing the tracks back to your computer from
the burned discs will automatically make
them as small as regular mp3 files for
iPods and other mp3 players.

The Live Music Archive is absolutely
tremendous – it’s the best place for filling
in the pieces between an artist’s studio
albums, and it’s a fantastic way to learn
more about a favorite band or discover a
new one. Arm yourself with blank CDs
and run, don’t walk, to www.archive.org/
details/etree.

Get ready for the best live experience
you’ll never have to buy tickets for.


