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Morris, Glenside to Undergo
$3.3 Mil. Reconstruction

SUMMIT — The County of Union
has announced that the intersection
of Morris and Glenside Avenues in
Summit will undergo a major recon-
struction starting around June 1.

The reconstruction is the center-
piece of the Morris Avenue corridor
improvements project. The overall
project consists of upgrading 11 in-
tersections along Morris Avenue.

Work on the $3.3 million project,
awarded to Daidone Electric, Inc.,
has been ongoing since November
2005. When completed in late fall
2006, it is expected to improve the
traffic flow and enhance safety for
drivers and pedestrians.

“This is a very complex project
that required a tremendous amount of
advance planning,” Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella said.

Mayor Jordan Glatt thanked the
County for working to improve the
corridor. “This is a roadway that is
one of the main arteries of our city.”

The Glenside Avenue intersection
with Morris Avenue will be upgraded
with a realignment of the roads, new
sidewalk and new safety islands. The
adjacent intersection of Glenside and
Baltusrol Road will also be upgraded.

The work will progress in three
stages. Each stage will last about one
month, weather permitting. Work
zones and temporary traffic patterns
will be in operation on a 24/7 basis.

Drivers should expect delays dur-
ing the construction. Drivers are en-
couraged to use Broad Street and
Ashwood Avenue to avoid the work
zone. During construction left turns
at the intersection of Glenside and
Morris will be restricted. Left turns
from Henry Street and Van Dyke Place
onto Glenside will also be restricted.

Pedestrians are encouraged to use
Broad Street to avoid Glenside Av-
enue. An existing path that climbs the
hill by the west side of Morris Avenue
is also available for pedestrian use.

Privatization of RVSA
Draws More Opposition

By KEREN SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewage Authority (RVSA) Board of
Commissioners last week continued
heated discussions over the prospect
of undergoing privatization.

The authority’s employees and the
public were invited to voice their opin-
ions after a presentation on RVSA’s
options regarding privatization in a
meeting a week earlier, as well as
potential benefits and issues associ-
ated with the proposal.

Within the presentation, prepared
by RVSA’s financial advisor, NW Fi-
nancial Group, LLC, it was recom-
mended that the privatization that
would be most advantageous to RVSA
would be to “contract for all or some
of its operations.”

The RVSA currently serves more
than 300,000 residents and 3,500 in-
dustrial and commercial customers in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Garwood,
Mountainside, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Roselle Park, Cranford,
Clark, Rahway and Woodbridge. The
RSVA is planning a $137-million up-
grade to bring its operations in com-
pliance with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP). The court-mandated upgrade
includes an expansion project to elimi-
nate sewer overflows, due to be com-
pleted in 2008.

In January, United Water, a subsid-
iary of Suez Water, presented the
RVSA board with a proposal to take
over operational control of RVSA. In
its proposal, United Water claims that
it will save the RVSA $3 million
during the first year of privatization.

Taxpayers, concerned with munici-
pal budget increasing in 2006 and
increasing taxes largely due to the
RVSA’s upgrade, are monitoring op-
tions that might ease the pinch. Mean-
while, the authority’s employees are
concerned about what privatization
could mean to their jobs.

William Caruso, who identified him-
self as a taxpayer from Clark and a
former councilman, told the commis-
sioners that he is concerned about
increasing taxes in the community.

“I think you should look at every
opportunity to save costs,” he said.
“Reduce costs of operations, explore
plans, find ways to cut corners, lower
taxes. There’s always innovation —
don’t be afraid of change. (I want you
to) look at this and study it,” Mr.
Caruso said, holding up the prepared
presentation on privatization.

“I wish (the Commissioners) had
been so vigilant to ask more questions,”
Mr. Caruso said to The Leader and The
Times, stressing his concern with the
authority’s upgrade cost’s impact on
tax structures across impacted towns.

Anthony Gencarelli, manager of

regulatory compliance at the RVSA,
spoke out against privatization, citing
three major authorities that had gone
through the process of examining the
option and rejected it. He suggested
the commissioners review the differ-
ent authorities’ documents at a cost of
$5,000 instead of spending more
money researching the option.

Mr. Gencarelli said RVSA’s staff
commitment to the plant, as well as
its involvement with environmental
and major trade organizations.

“There’s no panacea where another
operation is going to come here and
save $3 million,” Mr. Gencarelli said.

RVSA Chairman James Murphy of
Cranford agreed with Mr. Gencarelli
that looking at what other authorities
have done “might be worth it.”

“We can assure our taxpayers that we
are doing everything we can to reduce
operations and maintenance costs,” Dan
Ward, RVSA’s maintenance manager,
told The Leader and Times.

“Privatization is not a bad thing for
something small (such as the water com-
pany next door),” said Mr. Ward. “We
serve the public. Our job is to protect the
assets (of this authority) for the taxpay-
ers. We want to leave this facility in great
shape for the next troupe (of employ-
ees). I would challenge anyone to find a
facility this big that is privatized.”

The main points of concern regard-
ing privatization include possible loss
of control over a public service as well
as possible loss of transparency of util-
ity policies and practices. Some com-
missioners are also concerned about
the expense and time spent during the
research and solicitation process.

NW Financial Group’s presenta-
tion recommends that the commis-
sioners contract operations, thus re-
taining “full control of the authority
as an entity as well as of all of its
assets.” In addition, it recommends
that the commission negotiate a ser-
vice contract that will “meet its needs
with respect to such issues as liability
and risk assumption; performance
goals; asset maintenance; loss of jobs;
default and termination of contract.”

Garwood Library at Home
In New Facility At Lincoln

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Free
Public Library had its grand re-open-
ing on April 29 after months of con-
struction.

The library began in a 22-by-80
square-foot classroom in the base-
ment of Lincoln School in 1933 un-
der the guidance of the Parent-Teacher
Association. In May of 1939, the par-
ent-teacher association relinquished
the library to the borough. It was then
moved in 1979 to Franklin School
and for 20 years was under the direc-
tion of Madeline Ayres, who retired
in 1998. This January the library
moved into a 60-by-60 square-foot
building attached to Lincoln School,
located at 411 Third Avenue.

The library houses a children’s sec-
tion, several computers, over 38,000
books, 37 different magazines, 250
books on tapes (classics and un-
abridged), 500 VHS educational vid-
eos and 150 read along cassettes.

In April the Lion’s Club of Garwood
donated $200 for large print books
and the Union County Kennel Club
donated money to buy books about
dogs. The library has a yearly circu-
lation of about 12,000 books.

Some residents have a misconcep-
tion that the Garwood library is pri-
marily a school library but, as Library
Director Carol Lombardo stated,
“We’re a free public library but sup-
port the school’s curriculum.
Garwood is a small town and it would
be duplicating tax dollars for a school
library and a municipal library. If we
can combine it, as we have since
1933, it’s great.”

Municipal funding for the library
in 2005 was $161,000.

Ms. Lombardo began at Garwood
library as an assistant in 1989 and has
been the library director for the past
eight years. She is a New Jersey cer-
tified public librarian and has an
M.L.S. from Rutgers University.
There are four librarian assistants;
Shenaz Nasser has been with the li-
brary since 1990, Linda Fiore, 1993,

Naomi Desiderio, 1999 and Maryann
Duffy just began in April.

In 2000, the library received a
$2,000 grant from the Karma Foun-
dation. Based on Malcolm Gladwell’s
best-selling book, “The Tipping
Point,” the grant challenges libraries
to demonstrate how a small amount
of funding can make a difference.
The money supported a summer read-
ing program for children in grades
one through five. This year it will be
held from June 26 to August 2.

“Last year we had 40 children that
ended up reading about 600 books,”
Ms. Lombardo said. Once a topic is
chosen, the books must be checked
from the library and the readers re-
ceive a prize. This years’ theme is
“Paws, claws, scales and tales” about
animals.

The Library is part of the
M.U.R.A.L. system - a consortium of
Middlesex and Union County Librar-
ies offering reciprocal borrowing
throughout the two counties - and is
also a borrower of Jersey Cat, the
New Jersey statewide interlibrary loan
program, which can access all the
libraries in the state for items that the
library does not own.

Many library patrons are pleased
with the new building. “We have
the same amount of books, they’re
just spread out better. My staff has
their own office; we’ve got win-
dows, a parking lot and space to
move around. People say to me ‘Oh,
you have a real library’ and it gets
me upset. We always had a real
library, this one’s just prettier,” Ms.
Lombardo said.

After construction was completed,
700 boxes of books were moved into
the new library which opened to the
school on April 1 and public on April
29.

The library’s board of trustees meets
the first Wednesday of every month
(except July and August) at 8 p.m. in
the library. Meetings are open to the
public who are encourages to make
comments and suggestions on im-
proving the library.

The overall project includes minor
curb and sidewalk work at intersec-
tions along Morris Avenue. Existing
signals at eight intersections will be
upgraded, and new signals installed
at three intersections. Morris Avenue
will be resurfaced from River Road to
the Route 24 overpass.

The intersections involved in the
project are: River Road, Lafayette
Street, Kent Place Boulevard, Broad
Street and Locust Street, Prospect Street,
Maple Street, Summit Avenue, Moun-
tain Avenue (new signal), Glenside
Avenue (new signal) and Orchard Street.
The intersection of Baltusrol Road and
Glenside Avenue will also be improved
with a new signal. Intersections at
Springfield Avenue and Ashwood
Avenue were recently improved and
require only minor timing adjustments
to their signals.

During peak hours, an average of
400 to 1,000 vehicles per hour use the
road in each direction. River Road
traffic averages up to 1,500 vehicles,
and Glenside Avenue averages 1,300.

FESTIVE OCCASION…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky joins, from left to
right, David, Hannah, Benjamin, Lucy and Abraham Pritzker, and Naomi
McElynn, executive director of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, at a
ribbon-cutting for Just Babies Daycare, 462 West Broad Street.

MS Resident Graduates
Basic Combat Training

MOUNTAINSIDE — Army Re-
serve Pfc. Courtney B. Grillot has
graduated from basic combat train-
ing at Fort Jackson, Columbia, SC.

During the nine weeks of training,
Pfc. Grillot studied the Army mission,
history, tradition and core values, physi-
cal fitness, and received instruction and
practice in basic combat skills, military
weapons, chemical warfare and bayo-
net training, drill and ceremony, march-
ing, rifle marksmanship, armed and
unarmed combat, map reading, field
tactics, military courtesy, military jus-
tice system, basic first aid, foot marches
and field training exercises. Pfc. Grillot
is a 2000 Gov. Livingston High School
graduate. She is the daughter of Cindi
Kutsop of Mountainside.

WHS Class of 1936 To
Hold 70th Reunion

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
High School Class of 1936 will hold
their 70th Reunion luncheon on Fri-
day, June 9, at 12:30 p.m. at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark, exit
135 of the Garden State Parkway. A
block of rooms at the hotel will be
held out for out of town classmates at
a special rate of $99 per night. The
cost of the luncheon is $25 including
tip and other expenses. Checks should
be sent to Dan F. Sweet, Reunion,
275 Piscassic Road, Newfields, NH
03856, by June 1.

BEER

Budweiser 30pk cans $17.99
Bud Light 30pk cans $17.99
Coors Light 30pk cans $17.99
Miller Lite 30pk cans $17.99
Miller High Life 30pk cans $11.49
Yuengling Amber Lager 24bt $15.99
Beck’s 24bt $22.99
Heineken 24bt $22.99
Heineken Light 24bt $22.99
Corona and Corona Light 24bt $22.99
Modelo Especial 24bt $23.99
Negra Modelo 24bt $23.99

Check out our selection 
of seasonal brews!

FOR THE BLENDER

Jose Cuervo Golden Margarita 1.75 $16.99
Jose Cuervo Golden Margarita 750ml $9.99
Jose Cuervo Lime Margarita 1.75 $13.99
Jose Cuervo Lime Margarita 750ml $8.99

T.G.I.F. Blenders 1.75ml
Margarita, Mudslide, Orange Dream, 
Pina Colada & Strawberry Daiquiri

All  $13.99

All prices are valid from 5/18/06 - 5/31/06.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Memorial Day Party Headquarters!

TOWN & COUNTRY 
for those with a taste for value.

SMIRNOFF TWISTED
Raspberry, Wild Grape, Mandarin Orange
Green Apple, Black Cherry, Watermelon

$24.99CASE 

$6.99 SIX PACK

MIKE’S HARD LEMONADE
Hard Cranberry Lemonade, Hard Tea, 

Hard Lime, Hard Berry, Hard Apple, Light

$23.99CASE 

$6.49 SIX PACK

SPIRITS

Grey Goose Vodka(all types 750ml) $25.99
Ketel One 1.75 $34.99
Absolut Vodka 1.75 $32.99
Absolut Vodka 750ml $18.99
Skyy Vodka 1.75 $24.99
Svedka Vodka 1.75 $18.99
Bombay Gin 1.75 $27.99
Bombay Sapphire Gin 1.75ml $34.99
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila 1.75 $33.99
Jose Cuervo Gold Tequila 750ml $17.99
Malibu Coconut Rum 1.75 $23.99
Bacardi Silver and Gold Rum 1.75 $19.99
Bacardi Limon 750ml $11.99

333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     
908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.   Free Parking  
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. 
In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.


