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FW Panel Puts Final Touches
On Environmental Inventory

Planning Bd. Votes Against
Recommending Rezone

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning
board on Monday voted not to recom-
mend that a piece of township-owned
property on Park Avenue be rezoned
because no firm development plans for
the property were yet in place.

For years, township officials and the
downtown business community have
been considering what to do with the
so-called hedge property, a rectangu-
lar-shaped grassy area adjacent to the
municipal building that is situated be-
tween the municipal parking lot and
Park Avenue.  Many downtown prop-
erty owners have favored selling the
property to a private developer so that
some type of a mixed-use building
could be built on the site.  But no action
has been taken due to a lack of a
consensus among township officials
over what to do with the property.

Late last year, the planning board
ratified the formal subdivision of the
property, which includes a portion of
the parking lot, about 9,000 square
feet in total area.  On Monday, the

board’s zoning committee presented
its recommendation that the property
be rezoned from its present “P”-Pub-
lic to a “B-2”-Business designation
to make it consistent with the rest of
the neighborhood.  The four-member
committee favored doing so by a three-
to-one majority, with Councilwoman
Nancy Malool dissenting.  She ex-
pressed concerns that the lack of any
“development mechanism” could lead
to a building that will be “occupied
by more of the same” types of busi-
nesses already operating in the down-
town or “one that lasts several
months,” goes out of business and
“then we have a vacant building.”

She said that while the township
council, which would have to ap-
prove any zoning change for the prop-
erty, can control the kind of building
that might be developed, “we cannot

David Riggs for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AUNT FRAZEE WANTS YOU!…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee
House Restoration Committee is looking for additional members to help in their
effort to restore the 18th century farmhouse. An open meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, June 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains. For information, call Pat
Plante at (908) 233-2162.
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By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
eight-member environmental com-
mission is putting the finishing
touches on an environmental re-
sources inventory it plans to present
to Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council by the end of the month.

Commission Chairman Gary Szelc
said the inventory would take a com-
prehensive look at the borough’s many
natural resources and features.

“You’re generally looking at what’s
existing, what may have been there in
the past and where things are going in
the future,” Mr. Szelc said. “The idea

is to provide information to help the
town…the planning board, mayor and
council and even developers deter-
mine the most appropriate places for
development and where the places are
that you want to avoid.”

Environmental Resources Inventories,
once known as Natural Resources In-
ventories, are required under the 1970
legislation that led to the creation of
environmental commissions. Fanwood’s
panel was among the state’s first.

While such documents have grown
to encompass more environmental fea-
tures and related issues over the years,
Mr. Szelc said Fanwood’s inventory

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Don Williams for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AWAITING PLANS…A committee of local residents is currently discussing
what plans should be made for the 23-acre Ponderosa Farm property near Cooper
Road in Scotch Plains. The committee will make a suggestion to the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, who purchased the property in 2003.

Don Williams for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JOINT EFFORT?...The Township of Scotch Plains has expressed interest in
sharing in the use of the Westfield Conservation Center.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIPLE UCT WINNER… Kyle Rowbotham won three events to help the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School boys track
and field team clinch the Union County championship with a dominating 96.5 total at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on May
20. Rowbotham won the triple jump, the 110-hurdles and the 400-intermediate hurdles.

Committee Discusses Senior Center,
Passive Park for Ponderosa Site

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The commit-
tee designated to decide the fate of the
Ponderosa Farm property on Cooper
Road met for the first time last week.
The committee is comprised of volun-

teers who live in the Cooper Road,
Sterling Chase and other town areas.

Union County bought the property,
which includes a home and 23 acres
of land, for $10 million in 2003
through the county’s open space fund.
The county freeholders originally

proposed a Green Meadows children’s
farm for the property, but they
scrapped the idea earlier this year
following strong opposition from
Scotch Plains residents.

The county announced the creation
of the committee earlier this month.
At its meeting last week, the commit-
tee discussed proposed uses of the
farm property.

According to committee member
Philip Melville, the four possible
plans discussed at the meeting came
from a poll given to Scotch Plains
residents. The poll produced what he
called “a limited response, but the top
four ideas generated from the poll
were a passive park and senior center,
a vo-tech education center and pas-
sive park, a horseback riding center
and ball fields/active park.” A “pas-
sive park” would include walking and
running paths, a children’s play area
and possibly a water feature. Active
parks are comparable to sports fields,
he said.

Mr. Melville said all options are
feasible but some would be harder to
complete than others. For example,
in order to have a riding stable, an
outlet for waste removal would be
necessary, which is costly, he said.
Also, the nearby Watchung Stable, a
county facility, would lose money to
the Scotch Plains farm.

Some residents were in favor of
having two soccer fields put on the
property, but there is insufficient room
for two fields because of the proximity
to surrounding homes, Mr. Melville
said. Another problem with construct-
ing ball fields is the fact that lighting
would not be allowed, he said.

Most of the discussion at the meeting
focused on a passive park and senior
center. The home on the property would
be converted into the senior center, which
could cause some financing issues be-
cause the house will have to be fitted for
handicap accessibility, Mr. Melville said.

“It certainly seems like a worth-
while proposal,” he said.

Other proposals are still options,
and the committee is considering com-
bining some of the ideas to better
benefit the community.

Ed Zazalli, chairman of the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission, is
optimistic about the path the commit-
tee is taking, and the county’s in-
volvement.

GW Company Pays U.S. Dept. of Labor
$57,500 to Settle Minimum Wage Lawsuit

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor has charged that a
Garwood parking services company
violated federal law by paying its
drivers below minimum wage.

According to a department press
release issued Monday, Prestige Park-
ing Services President Clifford
Hoinowski and Vice Presidents Rob-
ert Lalor and Peter Johnson have

agreed to pay $57,500 in back wages
to settle a labor department lawsuit
alleging that the company failed to
pay workers federal minimum wage
in violation of the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act (FLSA).

Prestige Parking Services provides
valet parking and parking manage-
ment at a variety of venues statewide.
It has been in existence for nine years,
and this is the first lawsuit the com-
pany has faced, company officials
told The Westfield Leader.

The Division of Wage and Hour
investigated Prestige Parking from
January 2003 to March 2004 and
found that not all employees of the
company were receiving minimum
wage. The records of employee wages
and hours were found to be inaccu-
rate, according to labor department
officials.

A statement from the Allentown-
based Malsbury and Armenante, P.A.,
who is representing Prestige, stated,
“the owners never agreed that they
violated the FLSA and only decided
to settle the suit to avoid the substan-
tial and unknowable expense of main-
taining a litigation with the United
States Government.”

“Prestige Parking Services paid its
drivers $2.50 an hour or less and
relied on employee tips to ensure
federal minimum wage requirements
were met,” said Joseph Petrecca, dis-
trict director of the Wage and Hour
Division office in Mountainside. “The
company, however, could not verify
that its employees had been paid mini-
mum wage because it did not main-
tain the proper records.”

The current federal minimum wage
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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SP Chief Mahoney Honors
Officers For Bravery, Service

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Police Chief
Brian Mahoney handed out awards
to multiple police officers on Tues-
day night in recognition of their
“bravery and extraordinary service.”
At the beginning of the town council
meeting, Chief Mahoney noted that
last week was National Police Week
and that May 15 had been desig-
nated as Peace Officers’ Memorial
Day.

Officer Matthew Fugett was given
a letter of commendation for being
honored last week by the Middlesex/
Union County Chapter of Mothers
Against Drunk Driving for having
the highest number of DWI arrests in
2005.

Officers Art Bruschetti and Tho-
mas Sarnecki were given Katrina
Service Medals for taking part in
rescue and recovery efforts in Louisi-
ana last fall in the wake of the deadly
late August hurricane.

Officer Brian Cheney was given a
Defibrillation Life Saving Medal for
his successful revival in December of
an unconscious woman at a local res-
taurant.

Officer Albert Sellinger received
an Exceptional Duty Medal for sub-
duing and disarming a man during a
motor vehicle stop in December.

Sgt. Dennis Murphy was given a
Meritorious Service Medal for pur-
suing and apprehending a man who
robbed a local convenience store and
then fled into Plainfield.

Students from Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School assisted the
council during the meeting, with stu-
dents filling in for four members of
the governing body. Shemane Fritz
sat in for Councilman Frank Rossi,
Travis Morgan filled in for Council-
woman Nancy Malool, Shannon
Gomes sat in for Councilwoman
Carolyn Sorge and Ayana Akbal filled
in for Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato.

The council awarded a $486,000
bid to A. Juliano and Sons Contrac-
tors of Stirling for construction of
the mini-golf facility at Scotch Hills
Country Club. Mr. Morgan, speak-
ing for Ms. Malool, said the council
“will do its best” to address the
concerns raised last month by neigh-
borhood residents at a planning
board hearing on the expansion
plans. Mayor Marks said the new
golf facility will be a revenue gen-
erator for the township, much as the
regular golf course is at present.
Councilman Rossi said he expects
construction to start within a month
and that the mini-golf facility should
be ready for use by the end of the
summer.

The council introduced an ordi-
nance to place a stop sign at the
intersection of Johnson Street and
Rolling Peaks Way. Neighborhood
residents have complained that traf-
fic in the area is increasing as the
age-restricted housing develop-

ment at Heather Glen moves for-
ward and have noted that presently
there is no stop sign at that inter-
section. If the ordinance is adopted
at the council’s June 13 meeting,
drivers on Johnson Street will have
to stop at the corner of Rolling
Peaks Way.

The council also introduced a
$1.75-million bond ordinance to fi-
nance various road projects over the
next five years. In the coming months,
21 streets are slated for resurfacing,
and more streets are scheduled over
the coming four years. The public
hearing on the bond ordinance will be
held on June 13.

A $150,000 bond ordinance was
introduced to fund roadwork and
granite block curbing for the portion
of Meadowview Road between
Maple Hill Road and Woodside
Road, a project that will involve
Meadowview homeowners paying a
special assessment for the cost of the
curbing. Township Manager Thomas
Atkins said consideration had also
been given to curbing Woodside
Road but that residents there were
evenly split on the merits of that
idea. Given the “lack of a clear con-
sensus,” Mr. Atkins said that
Woodside Road would not have curb-
ing installed.

Sierra Leonean Officials Charge
Scotch Plains Man with Espionage

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Scotch
Plains missionary and former ser-
geant with the Army National Guard
was arrested April 29 on allegations
of espionage for plotting to free
former Liberian President Charles

Taylor from a United Nations court
complex in Sierra Leone, a West
African country located north of
Liberia.

Michael Chemidlin, 58, and two
Sierra Leoneans were initially
charged with conspiracy for taking
pictures of Sierra Leone’s war crimes

court, according to an MWEB (an
African Internet news agency) press
account. After initially being released
on the lesser charge, the men were
rearrested the next day on espionage
charges.

According to news reports,
Chemidlin was being held in a Sierra
Leone prison after bail was denied.
A hearing on his case is scheduled
for today, May 25. If convicted, he
faces 15 years in a Sierra Leone
prison.

The men were charged with “con-
spiracy to engage in a purpose
prejudicial to the interest of Sierra
Leone,” MWEB quoted a statement
read in open court. The statement
quoted by MWEB further said the
men were “inspecting the entire
complex of the special court” while
taking pictures in April. The news
account said Sierra Leone’s trea-
son law prohibits the photograph-
ing of certain government build-
ings.

Chemidlin, the father of three sons,
served last year in Iraq with the
Westfield-based 250th Signal Battal-
ion of the National Guard, with which
he has served for 20 years. He was
awarded the Army Achievement
Medal in 2002. He grew up in
Fanwood and has resided in Scotch
Plains for 15 years.

His son, Andrew Chemidlin, 31,
told The Star-Ledger that there
“was no way my father was in-
volved” in espionage. He said he
doubted his father even knew who
Taylor is. Taylor is in the U.N.
court awaiting trial for alleged war
crimes.

White House spokesman Peter
Watkins told The Times, when
asked to comment, “I think the State
Department will have to handle
this.”

Noel Clay, a spokesman for the
U.S. State Department, told The Times
at press deadline that, “We are aware
of the report (of the arrest) and are
looking into it.”

The Times also placed calls to the
Sierra Leone Consulate, the office of
Rep. Michael Ferguson and the
Chemidlin family seeking comment.
Calls had not been returned at press
deadline.

Memorial Day
Festivities

Scotch Plains-Fanwood: A me-
morial service will begin at 8 a.m.
at American Legion Post 209, fol-
lowed by a 9 a.m. wreath laying at
the Fanwood Memorial Library. The
parade begins at 10:45 a.m. at the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building.

Westfield: Opening ceremonies
will begin at 9 a.m. at the World War
I Veterans Memorial Monument; the
parade will depart from there and
end at Fairview Cemetery.

Mountainside: There will be Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars service at
Constitution Plaza at noon, followed
by refreshments at the Elks Club.

Clark: A parade will begin at
9:30 a.m. beginning at Westfield
Avenue and Nassau Street.


