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he decided to serve his country by
entering the National Guard in 1967
at the age of 18. He joined the 50th
Armored Division in New Jersey and
was put in its Military Intelligence
Section as a light vehicle driver.

It was not long before Mr. Britt moved
into the intelligence aspect of his divi-
sion as an intelligence analyst. Over the
next 25 years he would become an
Intelligence Sergeant and rise from
Private E-1 to the rank of Master Ser-
geant E-8. He ran his own section of 60
troops as a Master Sergeant E-8.

“It was very satisfying,” he said of
his years with the 50th Armored Di-
vision. “I started out as a truck driver,
but then I got the opportunity to work
in armor and reconnaissance. I never
thought I would get to [E-8], but
through my hard work I got there.”

In his days as Intelligence Sergeant,
Mr. Britt had to learn the tactics of an
opposing force. The opposing force of
the time was Soviet Russia. Therefore,
he had to learn all he possibly could
about Russia’s weaponry and politics.

“It was amazing how we did all of
this,” he said. “The analytical process
was very promising.”

In 1993, the 50th Armored Division
was de-commissioned, and Mr. Britt
joined Westfield’s 250th Signal Bat-
talion, 42nd Infantry Division. He had
planned to retire once his original Na-
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Parade Grand Marshal
tional Guard division disbanded, but
he was recommended to a Command
Sergeant who told him to come into
the Signal Battalion. As someone who
had been involved with telecommuni-
cations through his intelligence work,
Mr. Britt took the transition into the
Signal Battalion with relative ease.

Mr. Britt began at the battalion as a
Signal Operations Sergeant, but
within four years he was nominated
and subsequently selected to be its
Command Sergeant Major. This is
the position he continues to hold.

Most recent was the battalion’s de-
ployment to Iraq in 2004. Mr. Britt
participated in this mission and was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal for
his service, but before all of this,
there was concern from his family.

“My family was wondering why I
didn’t retire before Iraq, but I had a
duty to my soldiers and I came back
and everyone survived,” said Mr. Britt.

Despite the initial fears of going to
war, Mr. Britt now looks back on the
experience in a positive light.

“The deployment to Iraq was rivet-
ing,” he said. “I think that the doubt-
ers of our capabilities as National
Guardsmen were silenced when we
accomplished our mission in Iraq. I
push out to all residents my heartfelt
thanks for their support.”

Mr. Britt will get thanks and support
from Westfielders once again when he
serves as the Westfield Memorial Day
Parade Grand Marshal on Monday.

“It’s truly an honor not only to me,
but also to soldiers and my Com-
manding General,” he said. “To me,
the meaning of Memorial Day is the
values and lifestyle we live, which
are guaranteed by the people who
made the ultimate sacrifice.”

Cassie Lo for The Westfield Leader
HANGIN’ AROUND…Children take in the sun on their bikes and scooters at
Tamaques Park this weekend.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, May 16, Edward Foote, 40, of
Scotch Plains was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department on two traffic warrants,
including one from Westfield, for $1,000,
and another from Scotch Plains, for $964.
Foote was turned over by Westfield au-
thorities to the Union County jail.

Tuesday, May 16, Allan Slavik, 32, of
Cranford was arrested on Myrtle Avenue
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Tuesday, May 16, Todd Aurand, 28, of
Cranford was arrested in the 500 block of
Trinity Place on an outstanding $500 crimi-
nal warrant issued by Cranford. Aurand
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, May 17, police received a
report of burglary and attempted theft in-
volving a motor vehicle at the south side
train station parking lot. One or more un-
known suspects broke out one of the
vehicle’s windows. Pry marks were found
around the vehicle’s radio, which had been
partially pulled out of its brackets.

Wednesday, May 17, Breyon Williams,
18, of Roselle was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on North Avenue, East,
on a traffic warrant out of Roselle. He was
released after posting $254 bail.

Saturday, May 20, Noel Pringle, 36, of
Linden was arrested at South and Windsor
Avenues on an outstanding warrant out of
Perth Amboy. Bail was set at $120, and
Pringle was released after it was posted.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, May 17, a resident of Ever-

green Boulevard reported that a neighbor
knocked on her door and demanded money.
Police are investigating the incident.

Thursday, May 18, a resident of Ram-
bling Drive reported that someone smashed
his mailbox with a baseball bat.

Saturday, May 20, a customer of a Park
Avenue restaurant said that someone
opened his car and removed his radio. The
radio was valued at $500.

Saturday, May 20, a resident of Moun-
tain Avenue reported that his cell phone
was taken from his gym bag. The cell
phone was valued at $200.

Saturday, May 20, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that sometime smashed a
light post at the end of his driveway.

Mountainside
Tuesday, May 16, Bennie Asberry, 47,

of Newark was arrested at the Essex County
jail for an outstanding warrant for $1,137.

Tuesday, May 16, Rose Powell, 57, of

Plainfield was arrested at the Plainfield
Police Department for an outstanding war-
rant in the amount of $500.

Friday, May 19, Luis Velez, 23, of Eliza-
beth was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 for an outstanding
Elizabeth warrant.

Saturday, May 20, Maite Aquino, 23, of
West Orange was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop for an unregistered
vehicle violation on Cornell Parkway and
was arrested and charged for driving with
a suspended license. She was also charged
with an outstanding warrant out of New
Brunswick in the amount of $350.

Sunday, May 21, a patron of a Route 22
catering hall reported his vehicle’s driver
side door lock had been pried open and the
plastic piece surrounding the lock was
missing. He reported that the glove com-
partment contents were thrown about the
passenger seat. A piece of a broken com-
pact disk was also found on the seat, which
reportedly did not belong to the victim.
Further investigation revealed fingerprints
on the passenger side interior window.

Police said registration and insurance
cards were reported missing.

Fanwood
Tuesday, May 16, David D. Parker, 41,

of Plainfield was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for a no bail
warrant out of Union County.

Tuesday, May 16, Dantes J. Carmant,
34, of Hillside was arrested for an out-
standing Wilingboro warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on Morse Avenue.

Tuesday, May 16, Malik C. Harris, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested on an active
Plainfield warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 16, Bryan T. Busardo,
35, of Clark was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road at South Avenue.

Tuesday, May 16, Shawn M. Mayerik,
29, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS). He was also charged
with two counts of possession of a CDS,
possession with intent to distribute, pos-
session of a CDS within 1,000 feet of a
school and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. He was also charged with an outstand-
ing Cranford warrant. The arrest followed
a motor vehicle stop on Westfield Road.

Monday, May 22, John P. Fuchs, 24, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Rahway following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue.

Garwood Council Praises
Officials’ Wetdown Efforts

By KATHY MARQUES
Specifically written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the council’s last
May meeting, the Garwood Police
Department, Police Chief William
Legg and the Department of Public
Works received praise for their ef-
forts at the Fire Station Wetdown,
held on May 20.

Garwood resident Anne Rigger
said, “They did a great job cleaning
up after the event and kept the lot and
planters beautiful.”

Mayor McCarthy said that after the
cleanup “you couldn’t even tell an
event had happened. Everyone did a
marvelous job and had a great time.”

They also praised the wetdown vol-
unteers and Liberty Hose Company
#1 of the Garwood Fire Department.

Ordinance no. 06-10, pertaining to
the redevelopment plan for the North
Avenue West expansion project, was

tabled until the following meeting so
that the planning board can finish
making its amendment.

Councilman Walter Tucker, chair-
man of the Committee on Public Health
and Safety, congratulated Patrolman
Douglas Stoffer, who received an
award from MADD (Mothers Against
Drunk Driving) for his efforts con-
cerning drunken driving violations.

Gary L. Maher, attorney, introduced
himself to the council and citizens as
the newly appointed school-board li-
aison to the governing body.

Councilman William Schadewald
spoke about the grand reopening of
the Garwood library on April 29 and
about the book sale that will be held
on June 24 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Westfield resident James Stewart, son
of Fireman Walter Stewart, who passed
away this April, thanked the council
members for honoring his father. “I
didn’t want to just write a letter, I wanted
to come here and personally thank you
for the sincerely beautiful resolution
honoring the passing of my father. It
meant a lot to my family,” he said.

Michael Tharaldsen was hired as
the senior-citizen handyman for the
Senior Citizen Handyman Repair Pro-
gram. The program will begin in Sep-
tember and will provide low-income
seniors with professional home re-
pairs, such as a leaky faucet, electri-
cal work or carpentry.

“We are very happy with the pro-
gram since it will help our senior
citizens and doesn’t cost a lot of
money,” said Council President
Kathleen Villaggio. A mailing will be
sent out in June explaining how to
qualify. For more information, call
908-789-0710.

A Memorial Day celebration will
be held at the Knights of Columbus on
South Avenue on Monday, May 29, at
noon. All are welcome to attend.

naries to help with words on which
they need work.

The program also encourages “in-
ventive spelling” to help develop word
and phonics recognition.

Mr. Craver cited “long-term mas-
tery” as one major benefit of this
teaching technique.

“It really is a paradigm shift…it
really is a different way to go about
teaching learning and spelling.”

The program will be introduced in
third and fourth grades next year.

Township Engineer Michael Disko
presented a proposed plan to add field
lights at the Deerfield softball, base-
ball and soccer fields.

The proposed plan would add four
light poles to these areas. It would
also include enough power to light
the “pony” league field, should the
town eventually want to fund that
project.

The proposed plan, which would
cost the borough $107,450, would be
implemented after the school year.

Dr. Disko said that there would not
be a big “backspill” of light into the
homes behind the fields. “It will look
like something on the order of a full
moon,” he said. He said each panel is
designed to minimize glare.

He said the control units for the
lights will not be “in the field of play”
and will therefore not pose a safety
hazard. The poles can be padded, if
need be, and the lights are designed to
withstand 100 mph winds.

Dr. Disko will present the plan for
concept review to the planning board
on June 8. Residents are encouraged
to attend.

During public participation, Maria
Oliveira, mother of three, praised the
teachers in the district for her children’s
progress and encouraged the adminis-
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Mountainside BOE
tration to support the teachers. Her
comment came in response to previ-
ous claims from the Mountainside
Education Association (MEA) that
Chief School Administrator (CSA),
Dr. Richard O’Malley, has shown a
“lack of respect” to staff members.

“I hope that our administration is
able to see beyond any problems they
have and support our teachers,” she
said.

Board President John Perrin spoke
in Dr. O’Malley’s favor at the last
board meeting, saying that the CSA is
committed to “instruction profession-
als in Mountainside.”

The board conducted a drawing to
pick the winner of this year’s
Rosenstiehl Scholarship award. The
winner, Krystina Kingston, is invited
to attend the next board meeting, with
her family, to receive the award. She
will also be recognized at the “recog-
nition assembly,” June 7, at Governor
Livingston High School.

Ms. Kingston, a senior, will re-
ceive $1,000 per year for higher edu-
cation (up to four years).

The next board meeting will be
June 13 at 7:30 pm.

Memorial Day isn’t about sales.

It’s about soldiers.

We will be closed Monday, May 29th to honor

the men and women who gave their

lives for our country.

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

908-322-7126

The council will approve seven
demolitions at its next public meet-
ing. One property, a single-family
dwelling located at 168 Madison Av-
enue, is, according to Town Engineer
Ken Marsh, “problematic,” because
it is a 50-ft wide substandard corner
lot” on the Westfield-Scotch Plains
border. Mr. Marsh said he would con-
sult the homeowners before the demo-
lition is approved.

Other demolitions to be approved
will include single-family homes on
658 Tremont and 218 Sunset Avenues
and 224 Orchard Street. The council
will approve demolitions of a single-
family dwelling with detached ga-
rage located at 825 Summit Avenue,
a singe-car detached garage on 819
Embree Crescent and a detached ga-
rage on 218 West Dudley Avenue.

The next council meeting will be
held on June 6.
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Westfield Town Council
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Petix Addresses BOE
that moving from 9-12 department
chair/supervisors to K-12 or 6-12
supervisors has already had a nega-
tive impact on the quality of instruc-
tion at the high school,” he said.

Dr. Petix was interrupted three times
by Board President Anne Riegel. Ms.
Riegel expressed concerns that Dr.
Petix was addressing a personnel
matter, which goes against the rules
of public meeting regulations. “Dr.
Petix, I will let you speak, but only if
you (adhere to) the rules,” she said.

Dr. Petix continued his statement:
“Since no central office administra-
tor has ever been a high-school ad-
ministrator, no one has had the day-
to-day experience of working with
high school teachers, high school stu-
dents and high school curriculum and,
therefore, can not compare the actual
effectiveness or lack thereof.”

In a memo to world languages teach-
ers sent May 9, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. William Foley states: “In
the best of all possible worlds there are
many changes I would like to make in
how we supervise staff in Westfield.”

“For years we have had no supervi-
sion of science in grades K-8,” the
memo states. “While our intermedi-
ate science teachers have done a great
job, I know the program could im-
prove with better leadership.”

“Wilson School has 586 students
and no vice principal. Dr. Perry has
had as many as 17 non-tenured staff to
supervise. Special education in grades
K-8 is one of our fastest growing pro-
grams, but there is no one trained in
special education supervising these

teachers as we have at the high school.”
“Once we have a new high-school

principal in place, I will reopen dis-
cussion about the best supervisory
model for both the district and the
high school,” Dr. Foley wrote.

Dr. Petix later told The Leader, “Let-
ting the next principal decide is at best
naive and at worst disingenuous. I have
offered suggestions on how this might
work without costing the district – I
have ideas that I would like to present.”

“I have heard his proposal,” Dr.
Foley told The Leader. “Dr. Petix and
I have spoken, and he sent me a copy
of his statement; there is a reasonable
debate here.”

Dr. Foley said that after the district
hires the new principal, they will con-
sider this issue.

The hearing, which Councilman
Foerst deemed “successful,” effectively
called for a draft memorandum sent to
the council delineating what transpired
at the hearing, and recommended the
creation of a “limited-basis” commit-
tee, which would further investigate
and review the proposal, giving com-
ments and recommendations.

According to Councilman Foerst,
it is likely that the group will com-
prise planning board, board of adjust-
ment, architectural review board and
citizen experts. He also said the site
plan review committee of the plan-
ning board will examine the memo.

“Certainly, there wasn’t full agree-
ment on anything,” Councilman Foerst
said. “There certainly wasn’t full agree-
ment on if overdevelopment is a prob-
lem.” Even so, Councilman Foerst said
the event provided for a “great dia-
logue” and was a “positive experience.”

homeowners.
“While we cannot stop change, we

can make it visible. The age of transpar-
ency has arrived,” he said. Mr. Draper
said that the council should “put the
people back into the review process.”

Robert Algarin, a local Westfield
architect, addressed the board. “All of
these architects in this room, we don’t
even like each other, and we have been
talking to each other about this.” He
explained that the draft ordinance
would limit options, decrease values
and affect the economy negatively.

“The government should not tell
people where to put their garage, and
the romantic ideas of a few people
should not affect everyone,” he said.

Sharon Stockwell, resident and
member of Westfielder’s Concerned
about Responsible Development
(WeCare) said, “I am not an expert,
but I am concerned about responsible
development,” she said. “Can’t we
simplify the FAR, like Cape May?”

Local architect Barbara Vincentsen
said she was opposed to the ordinance.
“We want to preserve the many differ-
ent neighborhoods of Westfield,” she
said, “Look at the Kimball Avenue
area. In 1989 it was a mess; now look.”

Ms. Vincentsen also said that the
FAR is not a good way to judge the
scale of neighborhoods and that ac-
cessory buildings could have a nega-
tive, unintended impact on the town.
“Perhaps the council can put a com-
mittee of design professionals to-
gether and give them a deadline to put
together a proposal,” she said.

At the end of the meeting, board
member Robert Newell said, “I am
fascinated about what I have heard.”

“I recommend that we do not set
forward the ordinance. We need to
establish a committee and invite archi-
tects, developers and realtors to look
at this…This is not consistent with the
master plan (of Westfield). We need to
conduct further study and gain input
from outside experts,” he said.

Erratum
A front-page article in last week’s

issue of The Westfield Leader incor-
rectly stated that Frank E. Dann, Jr.
“resigned” as director of the county’s
department of engineering and pub-
lic works. Mr. Dann retired.

The headline in the article incor-
rectly stated that there was “illegal
dumping” at the county-owned
Houdaille Quarry in Springfield. The
finding of 13,000 tons of contami-
nated soil at the Houdaille Quarry in
Springfield is under “administrative
review” by the county.
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Planning Bd.


