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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — We’ve all seen them
running across the street, gathering
around the dumpster in a parking lot,
and generally fleeing from humans.
Feral cats are victims – they are the
direct result of abandonment by hu-
mans, and our failure to spay and neu-
ter. And their population will continue
to grow unless we do something to
control it now. There is a solution that is
humane and that works, called the Trap-
Neuter-Return (TNR) program.

The success of TNR must begin
with dispelling the myth that feral
cats are wild. A bobcat is wild. A tiger
is wild. Once we begin to think of
feral cats as homeless domestic cats,
and realize that the only difference
between a housecat and a feral is the
latter’s intense fear of humans, we
will be more successful in tackling
the huge problem of controlling the
growing population.

Shell Sullivan, Vice-President of
Homeless Animal Lifeline (HAL),
began her work with feral cats nearly
two decades ago, and has been at the
forefront of the TNR program in New
Jersey. She is committed to the idea
that killing homeless animals is un-
acceptable in this society. According
to Ms. Sullivan, “TNR is the only
proven method that addresses the
overpopulation problem at the root.
HAL’s feral cat program,” she said,
“helps the public decrease the amount
of homeless domestic cats, while pro-
viding care for the existing homeless
population.” The concept is that a
sterilized colony of feral cats will

eventually die off.  It doesn’t hurt that
the solution is compassionate, either.
Often, these colonies are managed,
which means that the spay/neutered/
vaccinated group is provided with
food, water and shelter by a desig-
nated caregiver.

Proof of TNR’s efficacy is evident
in those locales, like Hamilton Town-
ship and Cape May, where it is com-
monly practiced. Not only has the
TNR program decreased the popula-
tion, but it has also decreased the
number of cats killed each year at
shelters – a solution which costs twice
as much as TNR.

The TNR program does have its
critics, though. Concerns that arise
from those who have not been edu-
cated about TNR include the question
of the health hazard posed by feral
cats. Actually, these cats are often more
resilient than indoor cats, and, the cats
in managed colonies are all immu-
nized. A second common criticism is
that these cats are killing off the bird
population. Sorry folks – as in all
declining wildlife species, human be-
havior is the number one cause of
habitat destruction.

The solution is simple, but your
help is needed. The best way for any-
one to help in his or her community is
to spay/neuter and to keep their
housecats indoors. For more infor-
mation on TNR, please visit HAL’s
website at: www.hal.petfinder.org,
where you can request a free infor-
mation packet.

Whether you are a cat-lover or not,
you must surely agree that there is a
common goal with TNR – ending the
homeless cat crisis.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Sunday, May 21, the Friends of
Sleepy Hollow will hold their 13th
Annual Garage Sale from 9 a.m.
until 4 p.m. The entire Sleepy Hollow
neighborhood of Plainfield will par-
ticipate, with over 100 homes dis-
playing their goods. Maps of the area
and directories will be distributed,
and balloons will identify those par-
ticipating homes. Come early for the
best selection, or late for the best
bargains. A good starting point is
anywhere along Watchung Avenue,
on the East end of town.

* * * * * * *
Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch

Plains will have a fun-filled Casino
Night on Saturday, May 20, at 7:30
p.m. Prizes will include Devils memo-
rabilia, electronics, store and restau-
rant certificates, themed gift baskets,
Mets tickets, and lots more. Good and
services will be auctioned as well. The
event will take place at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison. Tickets
are $36, including $100 in gaming
chips and refreshments. For informa-
tion call (908) 889-4900.

* * * * * * *
Boston-based singer/songwriter

Rachael Davis will perform on Satur-
day, May 20, at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield at 8 p.m.
Her influences range from the jazz
stylings of Ella Fitzgerald to the soul-
ful pop vocals of Patty Griffin. Learn
more about her by visiting:
www.rachaeldavis.com. Kevin So
will open this Coffee with Conscience
Concert Series performance. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m., and your $15 ad-
mission includes refreshments. Call
the concert hotline at: (908) 412-
9105.

* * * * * * *
Now through June 29, Union

County College’s Tomasulo Art Gal-
lery on the Cranford campus is show-
ing the works of Jason Watson. Char-
acter Development features new
drawings and prints by the artist.
Admission is free, and the gallery
hours are 1-4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and on Saturday, and 6-9
p.m. Tuesday through Thursday.
Learn more about the artist by visit-
ing www.jwatsonart.com

* * * * * * *
Thursday, May 18 through Sun-

day, May 20 will be your last oppor-
tunity to see The Sisters Rosensweig
at the Summit Playhouse, 10 New
England Avenue in Summit. This
comedy by Wendy Wasserstein re-
volves around the relationships of
three sisters, a few men and other
family members. Tickets are $12 to
$17, and are available by calling (908)
273-2192 or online at: http://
w w w. s u m m i t p l a y h o u s e . o r g /
ordertickets.php

Get Outta’
The House

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The last of the snow has melted, the
craving for roasted chestnuts on an
open fire has long passed, and tem-
peratures have risen into the balmy
70s. This makes us want to start think-
ing about fireplaces probably as much
as we want to start thinking about
slipping into a down parka and furry
boots.

But when you consider the fact that
fireplaces remain a year-round focal
point in our rooms and that there are
safety factors to take into account,
now is actually an excellent time to
address them.

Start by removing any ashes and
soot that remain in your fireplace
after a season’s worth of wood burn-
ing, and then consider having your
chimney professionally inspected and
cleaned.

David Kelly, Deputy Fire Chief of
the Westfield Fire Department, re-
ported that the department receives
fireplace and chimney-related calls
throughout the year, not just in the
winter.

“During the rest of the year, we run
into problems with an animal stuck in
the chimney or a bird building a nest

which causes a carbon monoxide
emergency,” Chief Kelly said. “If you
don’t get the chimney cleaned, creo-
sote can catch fire and potentially
spread into the dwelling.”

According to Kenneth Hart, owner
of Hart Father & Sons, a chimney
sweep company in Westfield, creo-
sote builds up mostly due to burning
soft woods, such as branches and
kindling used to start fires.

“Creosote is black and caked on,
almost like porcelain up inside the
chimney flue,” Mr. Hart said.

Jim Kocha of After the Fire Chim-
ney Sweeps in Fanwood said creo-
sote is categorized in stages.

“In stage one, it’s just soot,” Mr.
Kocha explained. “But the stage three
glazed creosote is highly flammable.”

David Eakin of David the Village
Sweep in Scotch Plains said, “Any-
one who is using their fireplace is
slowly building up creosote.”

Mr. Kocha said according to the
National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) and the Chimney Safety In-
stitute of America (CSIA), chimneys
should be inspected yearly.

“Even if you don’t use the fireplace
at all, the important thing is preven-
tion,” Mr. Kocha said. “Similar to
how you go to the dentist to prevent a
cavity.”

Mr. Hart advised that while chim-
neys need to be inspected regularly,
they may not necessarily need to be

Susan Dougherty for the Westfield Leader and The Times
SISTERS ACT…The Reverend Mother, Barbi McGuire, center, feels that if she
can’t reign in the crazy bunch of gals at the benefit show, she might as well don
her Chaquita Banana hat and join them. The Westfield Community Players’
production of Nunsense runs through May 20. Call (908) 232-1221 for ticket
reservations for this musical featuring Ms. McGuire and Cassie Carelli as Sister
Mary Leo, Sister Mary Amnesia as Kristen Umansky, Andrea Barra as Sister
Mary Hubert and Jen Hanselman as Sister Robert Ann.

Trap-Neuter-Return Is
Solution to Feral Cats
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The teachers at the

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO

congratulate their students
as they perform in the

47th Annual Piano Recitals.

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield
Website: www.carolynmusic.com

Tel: 908-233-9094

Arts And Crafts Show
June 3-4 at Nomahegan

CRANFORD – The 19th annual
Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
Nomahegan Park Show will take place
on Saturday June 3 and Sunday June
4 in Cranford across from Union
County College.

The show will feature many new
artisans and crafters from throughout
the northeast and beyond, displaying
and selling their American-made,
hand-crafted work. This free to the
public show will be open from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine.

The show is co-sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, and
Janet and Howard Rose of Rose
Squared Productions, Inc.

The Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
Nomahegan Park Show will feature
jewelry, photography, weaving, cloth-
ing, pottery, wood, metal, fiber, and
glass. The show will be accented with
music and a variety of ethnic foods.

Nomahegan Park is located on
Springfield Avenue in Cranford, and
can be reached by taking the Garden
State Parkway to Exit 138 (Kenilworth)
and following signs towards
Kenilworth. Parking is free at Union
County College. For further informa-
tion, call (908) 874-5247 or visit the
website www.rosesquared.com.

School District Art
Show Open to Public
WESTFIELD – The public is in-

vited to attend the 22nd annual
Westfield public school district’s Fine
Arts Show, which will be held in the
Westfield High School varsity gym-
nasium from May 23 - 25. A sampling
of artwork by students representing
all nine public schools, and grades
ranging from kindergarten through
12th will be on display at the annual
show.

On Tuesday, May 23, and Wednes-
day, May 24, the artwork can be
viewed from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., and in
the evening from 7:30 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Visitors are also welcomed on Thurs-
day, May 25, from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Paintings, two-dimensional work,
ceramic, crafts, computerized art and
other work of Westfield Public School
students will be exhibited.

Linda King, supervisor of Fine Arts,
noted that the annual exhibit has be-
come “an outstanding cultural event
in this community. The art show is a
wonderful opportunity to exhibit hun-
dreds of various art media created by
our talented students under the direc-
tion of dedicated art educators.”

Local Composer Lombardo Sets
Psalms to Music This Saturday

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is rare that one has the opportu-
nity to speak with a celebrated com-
poser. Often, countries – and more
often, centuries – divide musicians
from the composers whose works they
perform.

But only a town line separates the
Westfield-based Choral Art Society
of New Jersey from Cranford resi-
dent Mario Lombardo, an accom-
plished composer and musician whose
works have been performed all around
the country and Europe.

In a time when many contempo-
rary composers look to abstract,
sometimes abrasive technical meth-
ods of creating music, Mr. Lombardo
draws from Tchaikovsky, the roman-
tics and even jazz and rock-and-roll
aesthetics. His music is passionate,
evocative and soothing all at once.

On Saturday night, the Choral

Art Society will perform Mr.
Lombardo’s Three Psalms of David,
along with John Rutter’s Mass of
the Children and Johannes Brahms’

Nanie.
Last week, The Westfield Leader

and The Times had a rare opportunity
to meet the composer.

Eveylyn Bleeke, former director of
the Choral Art Society, commissioned
a work from Mr. Lombardo for the
choir’s 30th anniversary concert sea-
son (1993-1994). The choir delivered
the world premiere performance of
the work, settings of three psalms, in
January of 1994.

“I searched for a biblical text, and
I was attracted to the psalms of David.
I always wanted to set them to mu-
sic,” Mr. Lombardo told The Leader/
Times. “It’s been done many times
before, but I’m sure no other sounds
the same.”

He set each of the three psalms as
its own movement within the full
work, creating a sort of “mini-sym-
phony” with aesthetics that move from
the joyful to the introspective and
back.

“The words of those psalms just
spoke to me,” Mr. Lombardo said,
and as he spoke the text out loud his
vocal cadence exuded all the emo-
tional subtleties that he pours into his
music.

Ensembles across the country have
performed the work since its pre-
miere, among them a 1,500-piece
Ocean Grove festival choir.

“Music is supposed to appeal to the

Mario Lombardo
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Is Your Fireplace
Ready for Summer?
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