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Scotch Plains Revolution and Evolution,
Paradise on the Plains - Part Two

By BROOKS CRANDALL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: This is the second
part of a four part series on the his-
tory of Scotch Plains.

At today’s real estate prices, Scotch
Plains may seem like it should be the
perfect place to live for those choos-
ing to move here for the first time
from places such as the isle of Man-
hattan. In the 1600’s and up until the
town’s major development of the
1900’s, there were few places more
perfect to live in the colonies than
Scotch Plains. Nestled under the
mountains with an abundance of
game, fresh water, and fertile land,
Scotch Plains was nirvana to the agrar-
ian way of life. A short 10 miles from
the ocean and the Port of Perth Amboy
and a day’s ride from New Amsterdam
and Philadelphia, it was a perfect
crossroads of a bustling colony.

The area was first settled by Euro-
peans in 1684 and became known as
“Scots Plain” after George Scot. Mssr.
Scot, perhaps one of America’s first
real estate promoters, inspired many
of his fellow Scots to come to this
area by gathering letters that were
written by early inhabitants into his
document, “The Model of the Gov-
ernment of the Province of East Jer-
sey in America, and Encouragement
for Such as Design to be Concerned
There.” Robert Fullerton, one of the
earliest European settlers, wrote a
letter in 1684 from the plains of New
Caesarea (Jersey comes from Latin
Caesarea) where he described “a large
plain under the blew hills,” watered
with two or three little rivers. The
Scots were enduring religious perse-
cution by the English Empire, and the
dream of coming to this fertile area
gave them what must have been great
courage to cross the dangerous and
seemingly endless Atlantic Ocean.
Many of the early letters describe the
passing of souls as the Atlantic was
crossed. By only nature’s breath with-
out casino or midnight buffet they
sailed into the most important port of
the day in New Jersey, New Perth
(Perth Amboy). A month’s time jour-
ney if all went well; if not, a watery
grave.

Unlike the unofficial North and
South divide that the state is divided
into today, New Jersey was at that
time divided into separate areas called
East Jersey and West Jersey. West
Jersey was centered on the Quaker
influence of William Penn. East Jer-
sey was centered around the cities of
New Perth, Newark, Piscataway, New
Brunswick, and Elizabethtowne
(Elizabeth). The area due west of
Elizabethtowne was known as the
“West Fields.” That area encompassed
present day Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Westfield, Clark, Garwood, Cranford,
Plainfield, and New Providence, and
was purchased for a few guns, coats,
and wampum from the Indians.

The Town Centre
The Stage House Inn is one of best

epicurean treats in the state of New
Jersey today, and when John Sutton
opened the tavern in 1737, it was the
largest building in Scotch Plains. The
Inn became an important fixture in
the town, and was a stop on the Sure
Stage Line, the coach service be-
tween New York and Philadelphia.
By the mid 1700’s, the village was an
established hamlet with a post office
in the Stage Tavern. The town still has
the mail canon that was fired to alert
“Scotsplainsmen” that the mail was
in.

The community was a small cluster

of homes near the town center, as well
as outer farms scattered out on the
southern and eastern periphery. Many
of the primary streets of today on the
south side of town such as Cooper
Road (named Tucker Lane between
Rahway and Terrill Road for Moses
Tucker’s farm and Cooper Road be-
tween Terrill and Martine), Raritan

(Rariton), Terrill (Teryl), and Rahway
(Short Hills) started as no more than
paths between farms.

An important historic house still
standing and occupied is “The Half
Way” House. Unlike today’s mean-
ing associated with drug rehabilita-
tion, this house stands a testament to
the location of Scotch Plains as it
related to other important centers of
commerce of the day. As the name
suggests, it was located halfway be-
tween the Port of Perth Amboy and
Morristown. The house was a high-
way rest stop of the day. Travelers
and couriers would stop to rest and
water horses and take a break from a
day’s journey.

Many of the early settlers were
buried around town in unmarked
graves. So dig carefully as you plant
your next bush; you may strike some
bones of our town’s forefathers. Wil-
liam Darby was a good enough soul
in his own words, “to allow graves to
be made in the west corner of my
farm to bury the towns dead” in what
is now “God’s Acre” outside the Bap-
tist Church. The early underground
inhabitants there do not have head-
stones. The oldest headstone that can
be identified and is still standing is
that of Sarah Frazee, dated 1754.
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Mission: Impossible III:
Three’s a Charm

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

There’s a saying in Moviedom. The
sequel is never equal. It certainly held
true in the case of the overwrought
“Mission: Impossible II” (2000).
More’s the pity, installment #1 wasn’t
all that great in the first place. But
with Mission: Impossible III now
dazzling them down at the Majestic,
it appears, at least in this case, that
three’s a charm is the appropriate
axiom.

Tom Cruise, again reprising his
role as Ethan Hunt, secret operative
extraordinaire, proves that practice
makes, well, as near perfect as this
sort of thrill ‘n’ spill stuff can get. The
velocity is breathtaking.

So as not to make it all look like
beginner’s luck, J.J. Abrams, direct-
ing his first feature film, brings to the
project bunches of action skill and
intuition. In turn, editors Maryann
Brandon and Mary Jo Markey evince
a complementing grasp of what it
takes to do the lickety-split in true big
league fashion. The breakneck tempo,
opulent locales and scintillating feel
are what the Bond movies have been
missing of late.

Not that Mr. Cruise’s character in
the least resembles the Casanova-
like 007. Quite the contrary. In har-
monic sympathy with the family man
image he’s been plying these days,
this Ethan Hunt is striving to wrest
himself from life’s more exhilarating
yet precarious ledges in favor of hearth
and home. The reason being Julia, his
fiancée portrayed with winning inno-
cence by Michelle Monaghan.

Dramatically fitting, she is the di-
rect antithesis of what will deter our
protagonist, at least for the length of
this film, from moving right into that
executive split behind the white picket
fence. He is Owen Davian, as evil a
villain as you’d ever want in your tale
of deceit, suspense, excitement and
international intrigue.

Philip Seymour Hoffman, the re-
cent Oscar winner (Capote), plays
Davian with devilish despicability,
adding yet a validating stamp to a

career already in resplendent bloom.
An illegal arms smuggler, the rat
mixes business with pleasure by im-
parting as much sadism into each
dirty deal as is possible. We love to
hate him, axiomatically speaking.

However, though the character mix
and action quotient work in such esti-
mable consort, don’t think that Mis-
sion: Impossible III magically avoids
the hackneyed or the tried and true. Fact
is, its astute application of the genre’s
time-honored conventions and clichés
is what makes Mr. Abrams’s movie so
thoroughly inveigling to the senses.

Problem is, especially for those
who like a little pondering with their
motion pictures, M:I-3’s strongest suit
is also its weakest. The pell-mell pace,
while invigorating and even remark-
able at times, can become wearying.
A bit more characterization and story
would have added balance.

Partially appeasing the script’s need
for heft is Ethan’s retinue of loyal
supporters at the IMF. Convinced of
his man’s virtue no matter what the
bigwigs say, Ving Rhames is solid as
old pal Luther Strickell; Jonathan
Rhys Meyers manages a comical run-
ning commentary as agent Declan;
Maggie Q’s machinegun-toting Zhen
supplies pizzazz, and Simon Pegg
adds a touch more humor as tech
support geek Benji Dunn.

Alas, they’re stereotypical. But then
again, so is practically everything else.
Another of the film’s inherent dual-
isms, its unpretentious sappiness is at
once predictable but disarming.

Such is the draw of escapist enter-
tainment. In real life, we’d like to
locate the evildoers and put them out
of business. But it’s not that easy. So,
for a little over two vicarious hours,
Mission: Impossible III makes it all
seem so excitingly possible.

* * * * * * *

Mission: Impossible III, rated PG-
13, is a Paramount Pictures release
directed by J.J. Abrams and stars Tom
Cruise, Philip Seymour Hoffman and
Michelle Monaghan. Running time:
126 minutes

Celebration Singers Present
“Opera Meets Broadway”

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers Adult and Children’s Cho-
ruses will present “Opera Meets
Broadway” on Friday May 19 and
Saturday May 20, at 8 p.m. at the
Harvest Training Center, 69 Myrtle
Street, located in Cranford. This per-
formance includes Broadway show
tunes, opera choruses and duets, as
well as “The Painless Opera,” a num-
ber that provides many comedic mo-
ments.

The adult chorus, under the direc-
tion of Sean Berg, began rehearsals in
January, spent a weekend together on
a retreat to prepare the music and
practiced weekly for two hours in
Cranford. The adult choir’s program
includes The Easter Hymn (Cavelleria
Rusticana) by Muscagni, Chorus of
the Hebrew Slaves (Nabucco) by
Verdi, as well as selections from Rent,
Les Mis and Wicked.

The 64-voice Children’s Chorus,
celebrating its 10th anniversary, is
under the direction of its founder,
Tom Pedas. The children will per-

form the Papageno/Papagena duet
from “The Magic Flute.” Other opera
music that will be performed is “The
Painless Opera,” which will feature
soloist Anna Dugan of Cranford and
a number of children in some comical
scenes. As a preview for next year’s
performance of the opera “Amahl and
the Night Visitor’s,” fifth grader Jake
Forrestal of Cranford and seventh
grader Christopher Gliebe of Green
Brook will sing one of Amahl’s arias.

This concert will feature the debut
of a new ensemble of mostly eighth
grade boys, which will perform some
barbershop music and a song from The
Music Man. Other featured singers
include Jonathan Furer of Cranford,
Emily McGurk of Roselle Park, and
Peter Surace of Scotch Plains.

For the finale to the concert, the
adult and children’s choir will com-
bine to sing “Never Walk Alone” from
Carousel with some members of the
children’s choir signing. Mary Eliza-
beth Latorre is the accompanist for
both choirs.

Spring Garden Fair
Scheduled for May 21
WESTFIELD – The 17th annual

Spring Garden Fair and Plant Sale is
scheduled for May 21, rain or shine,
from noon to 5 p.m. The location is
the Master Gardeners’ Demonstra-
tion Garden next to the Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center in the
Watchung Reservation, at New Provi-
dence Road and Coles Avenue, in
Mountainside. Admission and park-
ing are free.

Master Gardener Help-Line staff-
ers will again be on hand this year to
answer gardening questions and help
diagnose plant pests and diseases.
Free fact sheets published by Rutgers
Cooperative Extension will be avail-
able on a wide variety of garden sub-
jects. Soil tests for lawns and gardens
will also be on sale for $10 each.

Other highlights include tours of the
demonstration gardens, a table selling
gently used garden books and maga-
zines, a Cupcake Café selling home-
baked goods and hand-made garden
gifts. This year’s fair will also feature a
sale table of fine glassware and crystal
retrieved from a dealer in Milburn who
recently closed down. There will also
be live music and activities for kids and
families to enjoy.

cleaned yearly, depending on how
often you actually use the fireplace.

However, all chimney sweeps cau-
tioned that even if you don’t use or
even have a fireplace, the most criti-
cal flue to be cleaned and inspected is
the one for the furnace.

“If your furnace vents into a ma-
sonry chimney, materials can ‘spall,’
causing the terra cotta lining to flake
and fall apart,” Mr. Kocha said. “This
causes blockages, and in worse case
scenarios, build up of carbon monox-
ide.”

Mr. Eakin warned that oil heat poses
its own threat.

“Oil has sulfur in it, and over a
period of time that deteriorates the
chimney,” Mr. Eakin explained.

To prevent animal access, and to
avoid birds building nests in your

chimney, a properly fitted cap is rec-
ommended.

“Some newer homes have chase
covers on the chimneys,” Mr. Kocha
said. “But if they’re not made of stain-
less steel, they can rust.”

Besides worrying about fires and
carbon monoxide, there is another
reason to have your fireplace and
chimney cleaned.

“If there is any kind of build up, the
summer humidity can make odors
more prominent,” Mr. Kocha said.

According to Mr. Eakin, a typical
cleaning only takes about 45 min-
utes.

“Just think of that brush that Mary
Poppins and Dick Van Dyke had,”
Mr. Eakin said. “We scrub from the
inside up and also use a big vacuum
and polypropylene rods. Sometimes

we put a fan at the top of the chimney
to reduce the draft.”

Chief Kelly stressed the importance
of finding a reputable chimney sweep.

“Do not use someone who solicits
you by phone or knocks on your door,”
Mr. Kelly said.

Mr. Eakin advised choosing some-
one local with a verifiable address.

“They should also be certified by
the National Chimney Sweep Guild,
and make sure they’re insured,” Mr.
Eakin said.

Spring and summer are excellent
times to hire a chimney sweep as they
are less busy and you are more likely
to get a better price.

If you’d like to clean any black
residue left on the bricks around the
exterior of the firebox opening your-
self, there are several household prod-
ucts you can try.

Mr. Hart recommended “409” spray
or “Spic and Span” you can get at the
supermarket or white vinegar mixed
with warm water. Mr. Eakin suggested
bathroom cleanser like Comet.

If household items don’t do the job,
Trisodium Phosphate (TSP) and
Muriatic Acid are available at home
improvement centers, but caution
needs to be used when handling such
chemicals.

Once your chimney and fireplace
are clean, you may choose to put
away fireplace tools and remove
heavy screens in favor of more
decorative ones. Fabric screens add
an airy summertime flair. Large
floral arrangements or candelabra
on the hearth can brighten up the
dark look of an empty firebox. You
can also display seasonal accesso-
ries such as seashells on your man-
tel.

And while doing any of the above,
try not to get that “Chim chim-in-ey,
chim chim cheroo” chorus stuck in
your head.

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.
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Lenz Demonstrates
Felting With Wool

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains & Fanwood Arts Association
will feature Fanwood artist Sigal Lenz
in a demonstration of felting three-
dimensional art pieces from sheep’s
fleece on Wednesday, May 17, at 7:30
p.m. in the Fanwood Community
Center.

Starting with dyed fleece, she will
form it into 3-D pieces of art. The
artist’s sculptures and vessels were
recently featured in a show at the Art
Studio, Brookside, and at a Watchung
quilt show.

Most of her pieces are based on her
love for nature, which is expressed in
her pastels. More of her emotional
interpretation of nature is seen in her
felted pieces. The artist started her
felting adventure in the world of crafts,
but her love for fine art directed her
journey into sculpture, painting and
decorative artisan vessels.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Tom Yeager at (908) 322-
5438.

Nunsense Continues
Through Sat., May 20
WESTFIELD – Director Joann

Lopresti Scanlon of Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) has assembled
a “sisterly” cast for Dan Goggin’s
comedic musical Nunsense at WCP,
1000 North Avenue, West in Westfield.

The show continues Friday and Sat-
urday evenings, May 19 and 20 with
all reserved seats at $20 available
from the box office at (908) 232-
1221.

Assisted by Musical Director Seth
Saltzman and Choreographer Megan
Ferentinos, the Little Sisters go all
out to entertain, as they franctically
work to keep their convent open. Rev.
Mother is Barbi McGuire, Sr. Hubert
is Andrea Barra, Sr. Robert Anne is
Jen Hanselman, Sr. Leo is Cassie
Carelli and Sr. Amnesia is Kristen
Urmansky.

WCP has reserved seating, so make
a preference known when calling the
box office for seats at (908) 232-1221
and remember that all non-member
tickets must be prepaid.

WF Art Association
Presents Danielle Mick

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association (WAA) will meet on
Saturday, May 20, at the Donald B.
Palmer Museum of the Springfield
Free Public Library at 66 Mountain
Avenue, located in Springfield.
Danielle Mick will be demonstrat-
ing her pastel landscape painting.

Ms. Mick gives private and group
instructions and has taught at the New
Jersey Center of Visual Arts in Summit,
the Somerset Art Association in
Bedminster, the Scotch Plains Associa-
tion and the Roxbury Art Association.

The public is invited to join the
WAA on Saturday, May 20, from 2 to
4 p.m. at the Donald B. Palmer Mu-
seum of the Springfield Public Li-
brary. For directions, call the library at
(973) 376-4930. For further questions,
call Tobia Meyers at (908) 687-2945.

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES...The Celebration Singers Adult and Children’s Cho-
ruses will present “Opera Meets Broadway” on Friday May 19 and Saturday May 20,
at 8 p.m. at the Harvest Training Center, 69 Myrtle Street, located in Cranford.

SOUND OF MUSIC…Siyu Xiao, pictured with her parents and brother, Arthur,
sits at the piano in the studio where the very first New Jersey Music Teachers
Association auditions took place in 1968. The auditions are held each spring on
several college campuses and accommodate approximately 1,400 students. Siyu
and Arthur are students of Steve Shevlino.

ear,” Mr. Lombardo said. His musical
inspiration first came from poetry; as
a teenager he set poems to music, and
he was published before he reached
20. He has since branched out to
write orchestral works, concerti and
even musicals.

“I’ve followed the route of George
Gershwin,” he said. “I didn’t want to
get stuck in one category.”

Indeed, Mr. Lombardo’s talents
extend in many directions. A writer
since 16, he studied English at
Seton Hall University and then
attended Columbia University’s
master’s program for music. He
returned to his undergraduate alma
mater as an English professor for

eight years, and now his music
has been performed in concert
halls both nationally and interna-
tionally.

“Singing a contemporary work by
a local composer shows that music is
still alive, still here today,” said Cho-
ral Art Society tenor Ralph Jones.
“We want to bring that to the public.”

The concert, the choir’s last of
the season, will be held this Satur-
day, May 20, at 8 p.m. at the Presby-
terian Church on Mountain Avenue
at East Broad Street in Westfield.
Tickets for the concert are $20 for
adults and $15 for students and se-
niors and will be available at the
door.
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SP’s Breznitsky Will be
Published in Magazine
SCOTCH PLAINS – Erin

Breznitsky of Scotch Plains will have
a poetry piece published in RiverCraft,
an on-campus literary magazine at
Susquehanna University. The piece
was chosen through academic com-
petition for publication in this year’s
issue. She is a senior majoring in
writing at Susquehanna.

RiverCraft was launched in the
spring of 2003, and includes creative
works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
and photography. RiverCraft had its
beginnings as the Susquehanna Re-
view, which is now a national maga-
zine that publishes the writing of un-
dergraduates from across the United
States. It is printed annually in the
spring.

Erin is a 2002 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, and is
the daughter of Thomas and Lynda
Breznitsky.

STILL STANDING…The headstone of William Darby is one of the most intricate
headstones left from colonial Scotch Plains. Dated 1793, this is also one of the
oldest remaining headstones in Scotch Plains.

The distinctive style and crafts-
manship of Jonathan Hand Osborne
is seen on many headstones. His
handiwork is also seen on the head-
stone of William Darby, dated 1793.
The headstones of Scotch Plains’
Revolutionary War heroes are clearly
identified with newer base stones.

Before there was a Baptist Church,

there was a town meeting house on
the Darby property. As members of
the community passed away, their
bodies were buried around the meet-
ing house. If you walk in the grave-
yard near the western edge you can
see a large obelisk where the meeting
house once stood. The meeting house
was the center of the town and activ-
ity for many years despite being sur-
rounding by the dead. William Darby
also allocated land for the first school
built in 1768.

The DeCamp Family on Raritan
Road maintained the tradition of bury-
ing their family members on family
property for a few more years, even
after God’s Acre was established. The
DeCamp house still stands on Raritan
Road, but the family graves are on
private property located near the end
of Raritan Road at Westfield Ave.
Back then, this family plot was lo-
cated on some of the back acreage of
the DeCamp farm.


