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Move to the Beat at the
WF Summer Workshop

WESTFIELD – At this year’s
Westfield Summer Workshop, a divi-
sion of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA), children in grades 1
through 8 will have the chance to take
part in creative themed activities.

The Dance and Movement Depart-
ment, chaired by Denise Bellog, of-
fers classes that appeal to various
interests. For those who want the chal-
lenge of engaging in a time-honored
sport, fencing classes are given each
period for students in grades 4 through
8. Those who wish to participate in
traditional gym games can enroll in
“Get in the Game.” Team challenge
and physical fitness highlight these
courses for those in all grade levels
from 1 through 8.

Youngsters who enjoy music and
like to combine it with dance may be
interested in two different selections
in this department. Musical Theater
Revue, for grades 2 through 5, will
teach boys and girls song and dance
routines from both classic and mod-
ern shows. Older students, in grades 4
through 6, can dance to contempo-
rary show tunes, using both jazz and
modern dance movements, in Broad-
way Jazz, which is new to this year’s
Dance and Movement Department.

Dance Pom, for grades 1 through
5, has students using pompoms while
moving to popular tunes in dance
and rhythm routines. Original cho-
reography and dancing to popular
music await students in grades 5
through 7 in the Hip Hop class.

In Gymnastics 1, children in grades
1 through 3 will increase their
strength, flexibility and coordination
while doing rolls, cartwheels and
handstands. Those in grades 2 through
4 who have some experience with
gymnastics may increase their skills
in Gymnastics 2.

Also new in this department is Irish
Dance for children in grades 2  through
4. This course, for beginners, will in-
troduce dancers to the traditional mu-
sic of Ireland as they  learn reels, jigs,
slip jigs and hornpipes.

These nine courses join 74 other
classes in arts, crafts, drama, commu-
nications, music, musical theater and
special interests, as the Westfield
Summer Workshop (WSW) cel-
ebrates its 35th season. Held this year
at Edison Intermediate School on
Rahway Avenue in Westfield, the tu-
ition-based program will run from
Tuesday, June 27, to Friday, July 28,
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. daily.

Special musical theater programs are
available for junior high school age
students, who will perform Seussical,
and senior high schoolers, who will
present Carousel. The workshop also
includes separate pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten self-contained mini-work-
shops, and a full day of activity for
kindergarten through grade 8 in con-
junction with the Westfield Area “Y.”

In celebration of its 35th anniver-
sary, the workshop is holding an art
contest for registered students. The
illustrations of 35 winners will be
selected and the artists will receive a
free ticket to Seussical. A grand prize
winner will receive a $350 gift cer-
tificate to any of the NJWA programs.

An additional drawing will be held to
select one student to receive  free  tuition
to this year’s WSW program. All regis-
tered students are eligible for this draw-
ing and the winner will be announced at
the Arts Festival on Thursday, July 27.

For more information on the WSW,
call (908) 518-1551 or visit the office
at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield. Details on all NJWA pro-
grams also are posted at
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Westfield’s Matthew Sklar
Composes Broadway Score

WESTFIELD – The new musical
based on the Adam Sandler film of
the same name, The Wedding Singer,
officially opened on April 27 at
Broadway’s Al Hirschfeld Theater.
The show’s original score is by com-
poser Matthew Sklar, a 1991 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, and
lyricist Chad Beguelin.

Mr. Sklar grew up in Westfield,
where his parents still reside, and was
active in the Westfield High School
music and drama departments, as well
as the Westfield Summer Workshop.
The Sklar family is also active in
Westfield’s Temple Emanu-El.

Mr. Sklar is a recipient of the Gilman
Gonzalez-Falla Musical Theater
Award and the Jonathan Larson Per-
forming Arts Foundation Award. His
original musicals include The Rhythm
Club and Wicked City. Since the age of
18, he has worked on Broadway as a
rehearsal pianist, pit pianist, assistant
conductor and associate conductor for
many productions including Caroline,
or Change; Nine; 42nd Street; Titanic;

Miss Saigon and Les Miserables.
Besides being the show’s composer,

he is also a producer of the upcoming
original Broadway cast recording of
The Wedding Singer, which will be
available beginning Tuesday, June 6.

FENCESITTING…Fencing continues to be one of the most popular courses
offered by the Westfield Summer Workshop.

Town Book Store Hosts
Author Brycea Jones
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store of Westfield will host a Meet and
Greet book signing this Saturday, May
20, from 2 to 4 p.m. New Jersey author
Brycea Jones will be in the store to
promote her new novel, “Bergamot
Square: The Highgate Series.”

The novel tells the story of a young
woman living in the late 19th century
who faces the tragedy of loss and
society’s prejudices as she struggles to
forge a life filled with meaning and
worth. She ultimately finds the cour-
age to triumph over adversity. Any-
one unable to attend is invited to call
(908) 233-3535 and reserve an
autographed copy of the book.

Arts And Entertainment

Kean’s Premiere Stages
Announces Summer Season
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean

University announced its 2006 sea-
son, featuring a series of world and
New Jersey premieres, a musical the-
ater series for children and an interac-
tive camp for high school students.

Now entering its second year, the
2006 season will open with an inter-
active staged reading of Where the
Sun Never Sets, a new play by New
Jersey’s own Bob Clyman, from Fri-
day, June 23, to Sunday, June 25. The
event will feature an Actors’ Equity
Association (AEA) cast and will take
place in the Murphy Dunn Theatre,
located in Vaughn-Eames Hall on the
main campus. Tickets are $10.

Next up will be the Premiere Play
Festival winner, Dark Part of the For-
est, a new contemporary drama  about
a protective mother whose mind and
memory are haunted by a serial killer.
The world-premiere production fea-
tures an AEA cast and will run from
Thursday, July 13, through Sunday,
July 30, in Kean University’s Wilkins
Theatre. Tickets are $15 to $25.

Also in July, Premiere Stages will
offer the Premiere Play Factory, a
series of initiatives for children and
teens. The Musical Fun Series fea-
tures two of New Jersey’s AEA the-
ater production companies for young
audiences. Running Rabbit Theatre
will present The Three Pigs on Fri-

day, July 21, at 11 a.m. and the Push-
cart Players will perform Stone Soup
and Other Stories on Friday, July 28,
at 11 a.m. Both performances will be
presented in the Wilkins Theatre, with
ticket prices ranging from $8 to $10.

The Play Factory also offers Camp
Premiere, an interactive camp expe-
rience for high school students, which
will run from Monday, July 17, to
Thursday, July 27. Dedicated to of-
fering young writers a creative envi-
ronment, the camp incorporates the-
ater games and activities that trans-
late students’ ideas and impulses into
theatrical scripts. The original plays
will then be performed at a showcase
open to the public.

Participating students also will per-
form in the plays written by their
peers. The camp costs $295. Scholar-
ships are available to students who
have the aptitude but not the resources
required for participation.

For fall events, in which Premiere
Stages partners with the Kean Uni-
versity Department of Theatre, visit
www.kean.edu/premierestages. To
order tickets, be placed on a mailing
list  or request a season brochure,
call the Wilkins Theatre Box Office
at (908) 737-SHOW. To reserve a
spot in Camp Premiere or to inquire
about the Premiere Residency Pro-
gram, call (908) 737-4092.

Movies in May 2006 Returns
To SP and FW Libraries

SCOTCH PLAINS – The second
annual Movies in May Independent
Film Festival will be held today and
tomorrow, May 18 and 19. Jointly spon-
sored by the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, the Fanwood Memorial Library,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school dis-
trict and the Scotch Plains Palmer Video,
the festival celebrates local talent and
features film-related events and films
created by students and residents from
the surrounding community.

Scheduled festival events will be-
gin today at the Scotch Plains Library
at 6 p.m. The evening will start with
a filmmakers forum featuring profes-
sionals from a variety of disciplines
in the film industry who will come
together to discuss their work, talk
about what they do and how they do
it and show some examples.

They also will discuss how they
got started and what inspires them,
field questions and more. This pro-
gram is designed for students, those
who aspire to work in film or televi-
sion, movie makers, film buffs and
others. Refreshments will be served.

The evening will continue with film
screenings. There will be over two hours
of screenings of the best of local films,
from two to 30 minutes long, including
works by Bill McMeekan, Tom Penella
and Wes Lorenzini (National High Five
Day), Kevin Johnson, a preview of
Peter Basler’s As Cool As Jennifer II
(part one was screened at last year’s
event) and TV-35’s (Fanwood) own
George Weiss (The Last Sound You
May Ever Hear), as well as a screening
of John Fazio’s documentary, Two Lords
and a Lady – The Elizabeth Frazee
Story, about the Battle of Short Hills
and the Frazee House, among others.

The festival will continue tomorrow

at the Fanwood Library at 7:30 p.m. with
“Jumpin’ Jive!: Music Shorts Before the
MTV Era,” presented by New York-
based film archivist Russell Scholl.

 Film clips will showcase the talents
of Sister Rosetta Tharpe, Charlie Parker
and Buddy Rich, The Mills Brothers,
Fats Waller, Django Reinhardt’s Hot
Club of France, Bob Willis and his
Texas Playboys, The Delta Rhythm
Boys, Dorothy Dandridge, Louis
Armstrong, Louis Jordan, Doc Watson,
The Nicholas Brothers, Hank Williams,
George Jones and the International
Sweethearts of Rhythm, plus others.

For more information on the festi-
val, interested persons may visit
www.fanwoodlibrary.org/filmfest.
For any other questions, or to volun-
teer for the festival, please call the
Scotch Plains Public Library at (908)
322-5007, extension no. 202, or ac-
cess www.scotlib.org.

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

SITTING
& WALKING

PET

Member

Pet Sitters International

908-217-1210
Bonded & Insured

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home
Designing & Building All

Your Walkway & Patio Needs
(5 Year Guarantee)

ABS Drywall
• Sheet Rock
• Spackling

• Light Framing
• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing
• Finished Basements

973-818-1366

  BEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAIDBEST LAID

       PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC       PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC      PLANS, LLC
Expert Carpentry

(908) 996 - 4910

RENOVATIONS - KITCHENS

 BATHROOMS - ADDITIONS

  Free Estimates        Fully Insured

WESTFIELD
GUTTER
CLEAN

 LLC

908-233-8956

Free Estimates
Insured

Washington School
Earns Chess Medals

WESTFIELD – The Washington El-
ementary School Chess Club of Westfield
took first place in the kindergarten
through third grade section and fourth
through sixth grade section in a chess
tournament held in New York City this
spring, sponsored by The Right Move.

The school sent 18 players who com-
peted against 62 students from more
than eight schools in the kindergarten
to grade 3 and grades 4 to 6 unrated
sections. Three players earned indi-
vidual trophies for first through third
place and seven earned medals for their
outstanding play. The Washington
School Chess Club is a parent-run or-
ganization that meets weekly in the
winter months.

A WORK OF ART…Pictured is a pearl, glass and silver necklace made by
Elizabeth Best of West Milford. She is among the 100 professional artists, photog-
raphers and craftspeople who will be featured at the Spring Fine Art and Crafts
Show at Nomahegan Park in Cranford on Saturday and Sunday, June 3 and 4.


